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AIRPLANE PROCUREMENT PROGRESS 
Percent of 2 Year Program - By Principal Classes 
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ENGINE PROCUREMENT PROGRESS 
Percent of 2 Year Program - By Principal Classes 

15 September 1941 
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AIRPLANE DELIVERIES 

15 SepTember 1941 
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AIRPLANE DELIVERIES 
15 September 1941 
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WEEKLY AIRPLANE DELIVERIES BY CLASS 

15 September 1941 
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PILOT PERSONNEL- NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 
Active Duty Only - I July 1940 to I July 1942 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT 
S?b-2(477) (A) BUREAU OF ORDNANCE 

Fro Ill 
To 

Subject: 

WASHIHGTOII. D. C. 

October 9 , 

The Chief of the Bureau ot Ordnanee. 
The t/aval .Ude to the President . 

Anti-Subm&rlr.e Weapons for Use Againet SubDlA!'l.nes 
Sighted on the Surface at about 400 Yards RAilli• · 

References: (a) Tour .. ..,ran:!= ot October 1, 1941. 
(b) 1temorand11111 fraa Research & Denlopment 01Yiaion, 

BuOrd tile S?b-2(473) of Septe~~~ber 22, 1941. 

1 . In reference (a) the Naval Aide to the Preaident 
into,.ed the Chief of the Bureau of Orc!.nance, &tter readinc 
reference (b) on Depth Charge Frojactors of Lore Range f1pea, 
the t. the Preaident had 

•expreaeecl a desire tor a 1Urther opinion from you 1n 
regard to the develos-nt of an improved weapon for 
deatr o)'irl; a subaarine ai~ted on the eurfaee at about 
~00 yard a 1n the process or eubmergirc , aa has recently 
been the eaea 1n the North Atlantic•. 

2 . Ae atated 1n tile first previous ID8aorendw::, pro-
jector• were •de by the British 'llbich tired nu standard JOG-lb. depth charges in a pattern &bout )00 yards ahead ot the destroyer, 
but the Britioh evaluation baa not been encouraging . Thia number 
o! miaailea appeared too 111111111 to have even a !air theoretical 
chence o! •hite• . Tha Br1 tiab therefore dnaloped •spi&ot £UliS" 
to ci•e a loo-tt . circullr patt ern of as 10811)' ae 24 )G-lb. 
projectiles, any one of which projectUea should be lethal on 
direct unlerwator impact . But thia •eapon also has not boen founl particular] y auccuatu l . 

) . There aro thua alread.y two special lllti-aublll&rine 
weapona for project~ anti-aublll&rine llissUee to only alightly 
leaa than the a uuested 40G-yard range. But their purpose 1a 
tho very apecilll. one o! reaching a eubmerged eubmarine jus t 
before the "blind period" of the Udic procedure ia encountered . 

-, 



5?6-2(477) (A) 

Decauae they need tc> be tired only nearly dead &bead, when 
the Asdic gear indicates the destroyer has c l GSed in to a pre­
determined r ange from the s,j)marine, these weapons ho.ve little 
or no maneuverabilit)'J but nevertheless are very heavy, dis­
placing other equipment and requiring special deck bracing. 

4 . Comparable weapons whicb co.>ld be rapidly elevated 
and trained ao as to fire at submarines sighted at various 
short ranges and on vario.>s bearings wwld be unAcceptably 
heavy, And, Wllike in the ASdic procedure, an accurat·e knowledge 
of the range at the instant of firing would be lacking. The 
deciSion made in l9J7, to g1 ve such projects only the lowest order 
of priority, was made for these reasons and in view of the 
ineffectiveness of anti- submarins mortars and howitzer s during 
World War I . 

5. In the encounter described, 1 t ia stated the sub-
marine was "sighted on t he surface at about 400 yards in the 
process of submerging" . Just how t~uch of i t s hull and upper 
works was visible, and tor how long, is not i!XIicated. But 400 
yards is only point-blank range for a destroyer 1 s accurate and 
quickly maneuverable guns . So it is difficult to see how any 
speci.al weapon, probably displacing the destroyer's bow gun, 
oould have added much to a.n attack by ordinary gunfire followed 
by a r egular ASdi c at tack . 

6 . The chances of suddenly sighting a submarine lying 
on the surface at about 400 yards rqe in low visibility, or at 
night (when charging storage batteries) do not seem at all high; 
and the use of small Radar sets on submarines may, in the 
future, be expected perhaps markedly to redllCe even the present 
percentages of such encounters . 

7 . A method for eliminating the •blind period" in the 
last part of the present Asdic procedure, pernrl.tting the 
deatroyer to get a.IXI stay over the submarine and drop practically 
unlimited numbers o! very small charges ?rhich wwld e.xplode only 
on contact (so as not to interfezerlth the Asdic until the siib-=""" 
marili! is hit) is an i nteresting recent development now under wa;y 
in this oountry . 

8 . The whole problem of anti-submarine attack, a1X1 
weapons for 1 t, is being actively pursued under tho general super­
vision or the Coordinator of Naval Research and Development, by 

- 2-

Franklin D. Roosevelt Librar,r 

orcu~ssirlr:D 
" ....... ~ 
1..- j t. .. \. 5:!00 .9 (9/27/~8) 
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this Bureau, t he Bureau of Shipe, and the National Defense 
Research Comnit.t.ee . British development. of 30<>-yard dept h 
charge projectors and spigot guns (for use just before tbe 
"blind period" in the present. Asdic procedure} are beinll care­
full y followed. But for reasons discussed above , t his Bureau 
has not considered t he t the idea of a rapidzy maneuverable 
300 - 40D-yard weapon, fo r use against sub.-.arines suddenly 
sighted on the surface, is of sufficient val ue to warrant 
acceptance as an expel'iloont.al project by the u.s. Navy at this 
time. 

BVI 
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Adlll1r6.1. Stark Just elephoned 1) . 5~ tr ... t hP lw.l 

received •·or<! that t he Kearny re,checl Icellolld this 

aornlng . This .. ss11ge was 1n response to a priority 

dispatch which Adairul Stark sent last nisht usk1ng for 

immedi ate notificotion of her ar rivul. 

In the mesa«ge last night the Admis·t<l asked tor 

a f\Ul report on the Kearn\Y as soon 111 possible ..nd 

gave instructions thMt they in Iceland were to release 

no information wh~tever to the public or to tbe press 

relating to the Kearn~ incident, thut tbe Department 

in washington would make all appropriate r eleases on 

receipt of complete report. The Admi r al further 

emphasized thllt he will conter d th you personlilly 

before he authorizes any release • 

......................... 

Admirhl Stark further reported tbet there was a 

collision on the Asiatic sthtion durl~ nleht manoeuver• 

between t he destroyers PILLSBURX und PEABI. There were 

no personnel caauolties but some damuge to the des troyers. 

Tbe Pillsbury will be beck in service Novelllber l st but it 

will t eke until Dece•ber 1st to r ep•1r tbe Peary. 

W. D. H. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

October 20, 1941 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

For the President ' s ini'ormation; the 
Chief of Naval Operations has deci ded t o postpone 
the operations of the Atlantic Amphibious Force 
planned for t he New River areu, until January. 

Both the Chief of Staff and the ldaj or 
General Coi!Wiandant, after consultation witb subord­
inate commanders, strongly feel that the present 
training operations in progress for the forces 
involved should be pursued to completi on prior to 
undertaking this amphibious operation. 

Admiral King has been advised of this 
postponement. 

Respectfully, 



' 

B U L L T 1 H 
20 October 1941 

Shi?s in the North Atlantic are beginning to suffer 

the inevitable minor damage tha~ operations in very 

severe .• eather brings . So far th trouble has been 

lL:rl. ted to minor i tens such as loss of bolts, damace 

to deck storage lockers and minor cracks in non-

strength st ructure . Steps ar~ being taken to avoid 

over- loading snips which are to operate in that ar ea 

during the winter months . 11intcr North Atlantic is 

toueh seacoing. It is the worst area - oased on the 

International Load Line Convention, it is report ed . 

Individual and p~rsonal atten~ion is being given to 

requests from friends and relatives of men who may or 

may not have ~en aboard the KEARNY, it is r eported . 

Quite a fevr call s are beinc, recei. v ·d_ f roM CongressmPn 

on the nur.1ber of ar"l~d erchant '5hips sunk '_n Horld 

11ar I. The Library of Congress also has called a. 

number or times for this information, it is r •ported . 

Newspapers ara pressing for information about "Naval 

.control" of ship sailings f rom the West Coast, reports 

that all .leaves have been canceled by the Navy Md Army 

and tor p ·r'lission for r eporters to board the YEAHNY . 
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Scheduled deliv ~ries reoortcd by the Bur ~u of Ships : 

Ships Build. r Date 
Coastal Hinesvreaper - Greenport Basin & 

AGRESSOR Construction Co . 10L20/41 
Coastal ..inesvreeper - Snow Shipyards 

STAL.IART Incorporated 10/20/W. 
Coastal '.linesweeper - '' · A. trobinson, 

~,ERGY I ncorporated 10/24/W. 
Co as tal !.U.neswee per - Br ls ~ol Yacht Build-

CAHAC~RA ing Cor'lpany 10/25/41 
Sub.narine Tender - Navy Yard 

FULTON .i.iare Island 10/25/41 
t.ircraft Carrier - l\ewport ,ews Shlp-

I!'HN"'T bldg . ~ Dry.Dock Co . 10/20/41 
Destroyer - Federal Slupbuilding 

BHJSTOL and Dry Dock Co . 10/2J/41 
Submarine Chaser - Defoe Boat and 

Submarine Chaser 

Submarine Chaser 

JLotor. norks 
.. estert;ard Boat 
l1or ks , Incorporated 

- Defoe Boat and 
•lotor \rorks 

l0/20/ul 

10/20/41 

10/23/41 

Re-on~lst;nent, und r continuous service, for the year 

is running 76. 67 p r cent to 18 October, 1941 ; fo r the 

month of October, 1941, to 18 Oct ober , it is 74 . 62 per 

cent, the Bureau of 1/avigati on reports . 

1int~'r quarters being pr epar ed for Gernan Arnies in 

N. 'tl . Russia, indictt.ti.nc Hi ph Corn .. Jal'ld r eckons po$si-

bj.lity of no gr eat advance in that area but Ukraine and 

Caucasus ar:nies are to fight on, it is r eport ed . 

General Rommel again preparinR Axis offensive in Libya . 

Scheduled for end of October , it is report~d . 

~ sub~rines belonging to the Finns are roport~ still 



at Helsinki in need of repair . Pr~sumably, lt is 

i~possible to obtain spare parts from G~rnany. 

Russian !.aval losses suffered frorl 22 June t o 6 October 

in Baltic Sea reported : 

;attleships 
Cruisers 
.-'lotilla Leadr.rs 
Subnarines 
rorpedo Boats 
Gunboats and Guard Boats 
Th>stroyers 
'ineswee!)ers 
otor Torpedo boats 

Transports (ships ) 
Bar4!es 
Transport (boats) 
Tugs 
Sailing vessels 
'l . ,. Boats 

' 
Sunk or 
severel~ damaged D&naged 

1 .3 
.3 

u 27 
6 6 

1.3 .31 
16 16 
.39 .3 
27 7 

151 96 
1.3 9 
2.3 
9 .3 

22 
2;:? 

In add'tion 16 d~stroyers, 7 motor torpedo boats , .3 

mine sweep~rs , .3 tugs , 2 transports (ships ) , .31 gun­

boats anrl guard boats B.{ld 6 torpedo boats are reported 

founde red . JL guard boats and. gun boats and 28 motor 

boats and small guard boats arewported lost on the 

Svir and Lake Lat;!oga . Likerrlse lS barges, 14 tugs and 

28 transports of ~hich 21 were motor boats also have 

been sunk. 7.3 different Russian ships have been seized 

by tlle Finns 1'1.n the archipelago" and in ports along 

the coast ~r Finland . 



11az is mili tnry chieftains. 11qui te confi.!lent11 ca;npa i.gn 

a!:':linst Soviets "is fini!-!hod 11 and that they -:-.-ill At an 

early d8te dP.vote full attention to invndlnE the British 

!sles, it i.~ r~ported. 

Chinese reportenly expect Japan to launch an assault 

u,::x>n Jiberia in the near futur~ . llnconfir::aed roports, 

indicate U. S • . ~ . has reduced its Far Eastern forces 

to a substonti«l extent, the air E\rtn ls included in 

th•s rooucti.on . 

Thailand, a!)prehensive "to the point of conviction" , 

that a~ invasion is planned b~ Japan in the near future, 

is raported carnesUy requesting twenty- four eirpl anes 

of the United States . T is inv11sion may be launched 

in 15 days, it was r~port d 15 October . 

Eight ships reoorted sunk by a submarino attack on a 

convoy night of 17 - 18 October . Germans claim ten 

ships and two destroyers . 

SS ••A.!tRIOR (United States 7,551 tons) renorted ov rdue 

Gape town fro:n Trin i.dad s i.nce 2 Oc t+>ber . Believ~cl I aster 

may have proceeded dir ect without call at capetolm: if 

so , will have disobeyed routinl' instructions from Port 

Dir&ctor Coinmandant Tnird Uaval District . Ship ls en­

r oute Rangoon, careo China defense. supplies . 
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TELEGRAM 

Department of State 
l'lashin~ton Oct 20, 1941 

Paraphrase 

Telegram from Reykjavik, dated October 19, 11 n.m. Received 
October 19, 10 p . m. 

I went aboard the Kearpx thia morning after she had gone 
alrngaide a repair ship at n~chorage . The two men w~o were 
seriously wounded had been dieembarked upon the arrival of 
the ship . 

Provi sional repairs can•ot be made to the hull ~nd the 
bodies of the membere ot the crow killed in the forward 
boi ler room cannot be recovered until a coffer-dam ls 
prepared. The upper parts of the bridge aPDeer to have been 
struck by fragments of the boiler, end the forward boiler 
room ls e complete wreck. Apparently the torpedo hit the 
shi p very low, and it must have been heavily charF,ed. 

The destroyer bed l ocated tho submarine end woa dropping 
depth charges in a circle when the t orpedoes were fired , 
the commander told me . Of a spread of t~ree tor pedoes fired 
11t point blank range the middle one s t ruck .lu~t &bead of tho 
bulkhead of the forward engine room . This bulkhead held firm . 
The Kearny came into Reykjavik on steam rsiaed 1r her after 
boilers . ~e hole held her speed down to ten kno• s es she 
otherwise could have proceeded at 27 knots . The morale of 
all banda on board ia very h1Rb but strain and shock e r e 
evident . 

Macveegb. 

930am/d 



J ... "''"' .-.r.r 10 lald&a. 
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NAVY DEPARl'liENT 

OfFICE OF TilE CIItEP OF NAVA.L OI'EJL\TIONS 

WASHINGTON 

October 21, 1941 

llemorandum for the President : 

U.S. flag - U.S . crew - Owned by tlaritime Commission -
Operated by U.S . Lines - U.S . flag painted on sides 
and hatches - unamed - not in convoy. Sailed Bilboe 
8 October for Takoradi ( beliger ant por t) due 23 October . 
Tor pedoed at 0900 in 08- 47 N 14-00 VI (80 miles west of 
Freetown) . No los s of life reported. Possibly some 
wounded . 22 survivor s . 2 other boats with Master a nd 3 
wounded oot yet located. Ship torpedoed without war ning 
abreast /15 hatch starboard. In ballast Takoradi for ore . 

Additional information on the SS LSHIGH 

z-Y/ 



From CinCSA AD!.IIRALTY 

U. S .A. SHIP LEHIGH 'liAS TORPEDOED IN POSITION 08-26 NORTH 

~f'ffl""t.~"''U-37 WEST at 0900 1 9th Ootober. VII.!Y PICJCED UP 1 BOAT OF 

SURVIVORS AT 2LOON/"O . 2 OTHER BOATS !.!ISSINC BEING SEARCHED 

FOR. UNDERSTAND NO ONE lULLED BY EXPLOSION BUT SOI&E 'HOUNDED . 



THE WHIT I: HOUSE 

WASH I NGTO N 

:o· C.l!'r . W:liiJ.:.: 

Cull •• 
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THE WHITE H OUS E 

WAS HINGTON 

Ootober 2~, 1941. 

MEMORANDUM Pl:>R THE SECHETARY OF 'lHE NAVY: 

Pleaee aek tor a n~v study on the 
oon.erelon lnto alror&tt carriere ot two 
ot the 10,000 ton light orultere nov 
building. 

I :reoognlse the rea eonablenut of 
the General Board r eport a P.a lns t conYtrt­
lng oruleere of lhe OLEVE1.ARD ol.Ass . 

BOwe•er, I do not agree wlth the 
etatement ln teot1on (1) that ~ oor~ 
Yerelon ot such a thip oould be aade little, 
lf anr, earlier than tho oo~~pletlon ot the 
blc oa.rrlere ot the ESSEX olau now build­
ing. All you have t o do 11 to look at 
the ddet of perepeotln OOJm1selon1ng 
ot the latter. 

Al.eo , the reaeon it 80Wl4, would 
not operate 1f ve were ~ oonaldflr oonYert-
1ng two of the 10,000 ton shlpt - hklng 
thlpt vhloh are nov 20 01' 30'P ooaplete4. 

·'"r.JO fro:n Benr<1.a 11 
renort of t'1e :len . 
i"uvy 10/1:-" 

10/lt vrl. t' co ·• of 
onrd to t:1c Scy . of 



, 
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Dear Bet\71 

I willl ,..... 110uld lq out tor • a pl.aD bT 'llbillll we -
uae .., aircraft caJTier to CaJTT tisJ> ter pl..,.e rMdJ to be 
n.- ott in t.b• PeraiUl Olllt, '!be plaDee will be bowld tor 
1u .. 1a. I will ba back on 1'lleodq aod I ~d lil<e t.o talk 
to TCU about it then, 

TO'-* u u. .. a are Anq plUlea Qcwa]. Araol.4 hu bee 
&i'l'iat: couaiderat.ion to ....,.. UMI ...,.. ot ge\Uq plane• there , 
incluc11n& tha Talu>radi 1"1111, but I baft a tealing that putting 
Ule carrier thro~ tha Pacific would ba a bit aater, --
Lv" ;,n.· 1 •• r ..;, nt · F -- t,~ Bu.>sa . 

Ye17 aincerel.J" 70ure, 

Adlliral Harold R. Stark, 
Chief of l anl Opwetiou, 
leY)' De~. 

IlLII /lab 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN G T ON 

October Jl , 1941 

&ta!ORANDUU FOR TH .. PRESI D.e:NT: 

Averell has talked to Knox and Stark 

about this and he thinks they are interested 

in t he idea and with a little help from you 

they will do it ove r the Pacific route . 

HARRY L. HOPKINS 
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"THC WH I'fl HOU•Il 

WA9HI NOTOH 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ooto ber ~1, 1941 

XEMOAARDUK , R ~HE A'l'TORNEY OElm\AL: 

'1'bl enoloeed fl'ca the .1lldge 

Adftoate OenenJ. ot a. Ra~ ~' 
nterl!l to oenaln s'atatee wtd.ob are no' 

4epe!W1en' on a e'ate fd naUonal •••rseno7 
bat 110ald ••• 'o depeDcl on ol.J'GtJa•'-noes 

nan 1101"8 p-an. Aotual.l7, the sltuatlon 

eeeme to atbonae oenaln '11•• ot aotlon 

ln '11M ot •t!ueaMned wart'. 

You •18M ObHk theee with pre,.lGUI 

br1ets and let • kuow 1t you bellna that 

ac141 U onal powre are oontuad tbJioulh 

U. aotual tbleat of~. 

r . D.R. 

Rei 
Co"11'l41ntlal •I'IO!'anc!ull ll• Reel' Aadft1 

"~ · B. Woodeon, .Judge Act...ooa te General ot the 

Na'17, 10/'~·t/41 tor the Pl'eeldent, enoloeln« 

•Me• aonni!IJ!I fit S~tuwe tlhloh CoM Into 

l'oroe ln 'flM ot War, lftwn liar 11 x.t.nent, 

And So ron'h• , aawd 10/2-'/41 

., "p.,... .• (f. ~~ 
• 1 cJ ~ .. c ~~t.--.-t\~ . 
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1• ... pa, t.C. .. lalllfll. 
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' 
Op-10- D~· . NAVY DflPARTli i!NT 

0 .. FJC6 Ot' 'l' li K C UI £•' Ot' NAVAL Ol'li:llA'I' IVNS 

WASIII NCTON 

Novenber l , 1941. 

Lem.oro.ndum !'or the P1·esidont : 

Jenr r . ?resident : 

Confirming a conver net ion this after­

noon I~~ sendin· up for your leisurely readinr the 
1emor llldi.L.:l study of' transportation of .ll rcraft to the 

!.1 ddle Lest (Russian ? ront J • 

. e have made certain notations on 

this but in the interest of savin•· ti:o:o I = letti n' 

it como up in its more or less rout;h form. 

I = "nclosin'" a chart shO'.Iing the 

ceo~rsphical nointa ~entioned near the head or the 

Persian Gulf . 

.bo ne.ts was rreat •bout the Sa.linas 

but s.l!e ati ll has so l8 bad submari ne t~aters to run 
throuch before eetti nB i nto .>t , J'ohn Is . Here ' s hopinc 

abe io ouccesstul . 

I t r ust she 1dll keep her radio 

quie t from 00'11 on . She is bei nc escorted . 



,::s-F· 
U L L r I ;Vp: 

3 t/:l''t3 tber 1, hl /1/'rt:;!-
·o~ined rcport a now in Kure~ f{ 
r a, 41 nr "~okoh· a accn-clinw to f irly 1 •liable 

t. tfor:~at.lon . .a11e sourc•1 r oorts elaborate vlans 

~oi.nt .r y - R\ry occu. ati.on of ThaiU.nd CO:'l[\1 t • 

lnv "ion vrill follo li.ne~ of c t·nen Bli.t~krleb i.n 

el.,.lun A d lloll·•nc . ??0 t•·ausport olanes suid 

r a y to bet;ln 110vo when or r d . Fore ~ i.n ln<io-

CHn.., b,•J.n~ strcn3thP. ten to stLnnr.e tot.al lC( , vCO . 

re'latri t.lon· shin for Lisbon has b en oost-... ~ ... -
po. od . fl'ti.s s~i!' will, ...,, ever, leavt" Yokoh!L"13. 

dlr ct fro"l s· n.,aporc on • ovoml•,.r 7 to bri.ng back 

bout )00 ,JI'I pane!i~ ~ub~<>cts in Malaya . rt, ·:; ex-

~ctcd to E'>il fron Sine'~!'Ora on Noveub r 17 'lOO to 

~r~lve in ~tla about Novel~r 21 , on its way to 

i.n Ichane fich l.inl'! Octob"r ' 
and 10 in hich total 

of Jl•O .. s shells warP. flr•• .. int.o th city, Aoont 

J ) c s casualties , or .. ho 7,u died, re r pol't 'li . 

(_ c mf' rncd ns to te" of .ns . ) 
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Jountai.ns thron~hout t,h · nt r , sn. hll hol<l' nc 

oscoil M<i the Tlonets Basin at 'hat.ovnr cost . On 

the vrl ole tho :tOl"';.le of t!.~ !•.tssian p"oplti i!'l first 

rate ;~uti r.o despair is bei:1 shown as to t!IS::Jia ' s 

posi ti-Jn, ; .. is l' ,'ort d b~ an ohs rver rccen t.l!• az -

rived at r iubysht3v aft r a t.,,Jr tp P.rcht:>'1..;':11 and b cL 

:. 1;l ar~ no~ oi.th r op r t-in~ tn t.h'l Eastern 13altic 

o.r h ad.:.n~ for Sueden t,~ int~rn . 

Ger Vlns re[l<)rted t.o h 

t,hat any ship sf'n t to t.he Uni.ted Ki"l~om '"iJ l be 

torp::doed . 

Bri t · 1: ·~ a pil-e CUU!Z 'OT ( T J) 'PEif"l ) on JovenL'ler&t 

'.lervice at.t!lcked and sunk by tor p"rlo plane 011 ctob r 

2u off' Bono .U.;er1a . A. convoy was a ttaclwd t.• rice 

b:• planes off Sou~lt9•0la lli!;t nieht ( .ove her 1 -

Octob •r 31) ··:hen Qrf!ek NlCOI.AUS PrAHl<:·~ ho lbed, a -

ba•rtiouect 11u wrecKed e.rtd B TIS'l 1" H fl'l ~ s:J.uk , l t J.s 

re~rt u fro ::.On .., • 

.(ust.ralit~n 1\3\'"1 noard r cport!'l t.he sh11ttle service 



• 

by <'~r bet . en Th•trsday Islanrl and Port :oresby has 

b An es tabli.shed for Torre~ Stl'ai t pilots , 

HousP fl"'t: 01 Am ri.can Scanti.c Line r .. ported washer! 

'Jsrtore Perna ~buco · nd fourth ra.!.'t, of sirU.lRr type 

)". 

lat~ly co~e ashore Pedr~s Point, uouth of CabtP -~llo . 

Senator Truman is reported IJl,.ased wi. tl-} th<> .. rrance-

tonts nade b!' the • avy Cl~arine Office in connection 

YILth th~ activities nf The Senate Collrri.ttee to In-

:1esti.:;ate Contracts under the ''ational Defense Pro:.; ·~ 1. 

!(13ar Ad •i.ral Lyster, Hoyal .,avy, if'th Sea Lord, has 

nape il rranl,le lcmt to return to ... ngland . .As a res1tlt 

of his .i:::i. t. to this country t:.he Dur .au Q .leron>< utics 

has a ,narc cou\pleta aucl up- to-da tli! amount o f-lni'o r -

l'la t.iOJI :tt garclinr; the British nav<>l a via t.i.on re'1ui re-

l'lents for 'ii.rcraft and for Brit ish pilot trflinin.,: in 

thi" co•Jntry, the Bureau o [' Aeron'lutics repo;-ts , 

The Rur~au. of the Dudeet held he ~.rines on October 30 
. . 

on the ~~bj.ct of arly appr oval or t:.he ~cceleratcd 

mvfll !)rogra n of the protiuc tion of 2020 Airplanes , 

-the most irnoort~=tnt items of whlch ~rere recentay set 

up in the recular 1943 esti"lstt.e, th~J 13ureau of Aero-

n'lutics r ports , 

5 strike cases ai'fectint! Naval Defense Contracts were 



4. . . 
sct;.tloo rJuring the Tteek endin..; I O"l'lMber 1. 13 strike 

cuses f'.ffec.t.i.nz ••Pv·tl Defense G '"trn~ts ere still 

o:'en .::nd 9 striKes r.•ere continni.ne 011 l.hi.ch ln"or-

tatlon relative to' r:avPl efen::a t.:ontracts ll1'll'l not 

. :""t ""'v::~ilable ac or ovembP.r l . 

for oatst:•nni.nr; p·rfor~ancBI'l in public orks G nstrJct-

the 2n.l quart .rly 'I ;erd by Burenu of Yards nnr! T'ocks . 

Crou!) 1 - C'ver .600, 000 hiO"lthl y cx..,on.-i L tures : 

First r :-~ •al Fuel D··pot, Pec.rl ···rbor, ':' . 
Second - oosev•Jl t Hase, Ter J.n;~l !slanrt, Celif . 
Thirrt - ~av':ll Alr ')t 'lti.on, '1 rrurla . 

G~up 2 - Fro'!\ '300, 0QO-to 600, 000 northly CA!l·n•llt•.u·e"' : 

av~l ~ir S~ltlon, PensacolP, Fla . Fi.r!'t 
c,, conrl 
'l'hirti 

- f.'lo:!tinr: irylock HD- 2, 12t.h I aval Dist . 
- festroyer 3Dse, .<;an Pie2o , C'llif , 

Jrour. 3 - Less th~n "300, OC{) mnthl~ expt>nd L tures : 

First 
Second 
Th i.rd 

- t1a vnl IJ. r Stntj on, 
- ~aval Atr it~tion, 
- Nav2l lumntnl tion I 

Cavite, P . I. 
c:-,e "==i:', • ,J . 
pot, fftllorook , Galif. 

As of 21} Cctober ?~7 reconditi.oneti 3"/c;o cnlib• r lol'l-

anr:le bro~clside .;unl! ~nd mvlU'll.s anrl 1~0 L11 / '.l0 cnJ.tb"r 

low- ont:lP. t,TU-'1~ tud mo1mta were transftJrrou to tho 

Er tttsh, ~;he BtJnAu of Ordnance r oo•·ts • • 



U - L 'TI' 
I. OV'!'!lber l9l!J. 

Thathnd •s r "ction t.o Ja!'.~no:'le att11ck report~d 

wou~ depend on th erzist nc receivad from the 

'Jn.1 ~ <' S ta to a anrl _roat 113ri. t" in ; Thailand woul d 

have to r..ave air su;:-port th o, .1~ invasi n bc..;an ; 

del n;: ~ o•1ld l>o f'ltal . This air asaj .~ t'lnce should 

~rotect Banr,k6k (Si~) ~ Thai air ba"es an~ provide 

uld 1-::>! th'!i.r OWll a.i.r rc until it no lon~ r 

JY.I.'!.. , 1 lihi'J r !lOd. ·d o1Jlnion of Thai II•tolli..; nee 

fll; r . ~! ~el~ r.as not i ediatol~ forthco~ng end 

J ltul e bo 1hed ci tlE''l and troops , h thouuht Tna.i 

1 ,.e ~o ,__ capitulate altho v•· J.~s ctl.on , ould 

d rous in vi •Y' of <C.!lti - ,lll!1'JHlSO ntt.i. Lnt1o of tho 

a,r -.. • nni uov rn t ould ho:>e ¥o l)e set up e,:ain 

b,/' ho !ie<'locratic 1'0 rs aft.c.,.. the r.n1· . 

'nvaeton of China !r~ Indo- Chi ., r ~rted 

nor.· po sibiltt.~· · !t. woul<i be •ost. difficult in vl v1 

0 'no~m • s e 'stin" •li~n ...... over-~>tension . One to 
• ... • J 

thr c nt.hs wouJ. • k t.h n~cossary 

cone ntrat'ons of fiv to ten' D.ivirions . Succo stul 

uld llc a scri'l·•.s bla11 tu Chine ' s 



2. 
.')1) "r nrl ' il2. t.o r ~ . 

P(!byQT 

'ID ":J folio\ 'l: Gorn.,n (l) P rsonrml, 1'0<. , J 

0 kil 
' 

W1 d o. · .. s · n: ; ( ) "t • 

Rus .iAn 1) r• on 1 ' · o •or 1 , NO, ul.<.. pri ull r~ . i.ll 

(2) t. ri~l, ·.' t.o 80"' of O<lUi!J!'!'lllt on hand nt s ,.,rt of 

Ru~slam: is cro: !.11.; constantly. 'lit:e Gorntl.I•S :18ve or 

this t.r nd will be acc'!eratcd i1 next. six ~n~hs wn-

l'as:l JS'li<>n lo so .. ·ce de coo:! by 0 lt·. 'o ,"o' rt..anc 

for 'o·t~ross.i.sk ( 1oreof lekS) . lcet con-

sisted o one o~ u w~le~ ~- ' I'Oe h a v:,• cru i s •. ., , t. e> 

light cru· St!rS , 1.' 0 dos!.ro.)vr 1 •l!ri l'S 1 t. nty- :> 1«, ! •s.,r•o:,-

crs, sl.x ol ~ . .. ro. rs Md thi.r~- ~t.:!.t. sub . 
" 1J~ . 

throueh 1\ui.byshev fro Sib ·riu l'ior. to ctobor u . 

Tl.eso e•1 er in .. o¢ ,:1iri t.s but Sovl e t. r st.rve o•1T..Cl t.s 

belnc ~ctivat.ed hBv lo· oorale . Spirit or th~ ci·~li 

in t.ho 5"r'!.tov l' :;lon ( . Sovi + russia.) i v ry lo• , 

~pch lover t.han thut of t.'l civilian:: c:tst of t.h r , · , 



• ' .. ) . 
· s.rport ! . • 

ritisl] fi~uro~ 10) ene"IY ships sunk 

or· <!· :>...,cd in the edi. t lrr.nnean. 25 · of Axis convo.vs 

:>tlmat d t.o havr• been sunk . Pr•ss .'3:~ocintlon "l.gur9s 

Sh')'l"' abo•1t fo•tr hun':ir.:!d /.xis shi~s sunk or da !\gcd in 

~ i terrene an i•1 Jast four nths . 

i'1 Tnrkish t.r ry. J'\'·~>nty r~~l. 1cnts z:eporteu not. C-1\liuperl 

ri. th 11chlne ,w ~ , -1. t.h r h avJ or li ~ t , it. Is r '?O!'teo 

rro · r"'li. bl · ~o-..rce . 

of D•.trbal" .:.;'rP-neh convoy of rlvn • hips be] lP.ved liot.<llinc 

for ;: ra: •ce . 

~-Bo t situnr.ion t.nvenber J !' :x>rt inelurles : ( 1) four or 

fi. v~ in a ro11 )00 miles south or south- ..:Ast Capo Haec (lle1 -

fou'lcllan~) (2) one off Freetown ( • Africa) or DO•.lth-• 

east ~ape ruu .... sland!'l (J) one SO•ll.'l of • 1 .,.., 
J 

(Ialn 1' , lJth •. t.1ant~e Oe~· :t) . 

A neloo Or lnanee ?1< nt is tr> I" o 'e•1ed in .aeon, Gcoreia 

o•1 ove 1hor .15. This plunt v1111 illlnufact.ure sl. 11 fuseR . 

It is ona of the six pl~mts nov: boin~ est-a ,uehcd in tn"! 



.4. . . 

Adz~l.t• 1 Dl"nriy, • pr •sfi' tt.1.tl'lfi' inc,..nt 1\n 1 re, r3S'!lnta-

t..lv•s of t 10 , av l Gun ·P'act..wy, , 1.'hln..;t n nvy {·.rd., 

will of)en the plant, t.:1c Bur .. .... : Orclnallc ropo~ " • 

!luri.n•; ~n i.nspocti.on t.rip orcell mad!> 

t.o or folK , ! ~r >~ ; oven!Pr 2, to c'Jnfer Wit.h 

t.~ .... o , •'!.at., • .i .... h , ~w:ll Dietr.ict, and tho 

~o' i'lnoin~ uenerrtl , :'ortreso I on roe , ' ' · th rc~ard to 

ta.dnt; over th'3 -:h:o~h •rli n ''o" •1, "or" 110 U3C of 

• ;ar br:-~uc' :, o t th· t 

.i.t is • not infl eq ent occ ... rr "lC!:l for s ·r·fice fa..nili c:: 

to ::-:'""rl the nir.:ht !1\. tti_ne i.n ch:>i.rs i.n th hotel 

l o •i s of }; or folk rmd "orts "'U t.h , Ji .... ·iniEl . One of 

tne hotels is r ~rted t~ be rnakin~ a pr·ctice or 
rantinc chairs at 2$¢ per ni •"t. , t11e E•1rcan ·of Y~o~rds 

awl DocKs r.ports , 

Scheduled !'.f:'P.l L'Jli!':;s ~port;ed by t!le Bur au of 

Ship .. 

Cconn- oin...: Tue 
APAC ";; 

DeotroyJr 
C .AY 

B\lild r 

Charlo ton Shi!lLui.l -
ifl3 and Drydock 
~,.,, nn•• . " 

B11th I ·on •or":s Cllr.J , 
r'ltllJ 

• " . 10 

r·tte 

11/ C/' 1l 

11/ c' /
11 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

November 7, 194.1. 

u.:!MORANDUJ.i FOR 

.AW.IRAL STARE 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND 

RFl'URN FOR MY FILES. 

F. D. Ro 

Not"' t o the Pr,si dent f rom 
k bassPdor D•nie1s , dntsd Nov . 4 , 
1141, ncl<'si ng phot ograph and report 
from Col1llllr nuer J..ndr!!V: Crink1~y , 
Assistant Navel Attach~ , on the 
!.1exicc.n Navel Base i n t h .. ~agdul'3na 
Boy area . 
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WASH I NGTON 

PRIVATE &. 99JI':ft1Dl!AL • 

NovEIDber 8, 1941· 

KJMORANWJ4 lOR 

THE SECRETARY OP' THE NAVY 

I thillk Harry Hopkins is right. 
I thillk word should be passed down the 
line by Admiral Stark that t he more 
naval otticera that attend to their 
knitting the better it will be. 

For a long time I have wondered 
what oould be dona to curb the tongues 
and pens ot retired Army and Navy 
otticers -- not to discipline t hea 
eo .m.uoh as to melee them realize that 
there is still an active Navy in 
s pite ot their own retirement. 

I wish you would oonsider adopt­
ing a new syat•: 

(a) Ascertaining whether a 
speech or an article was actually 
deliver ed or written by the 
retired ott'! cer. 

(b) It it was, appoint a 
Board cona1atiDS ot the Secretary 
ot tbe llavy and two ottioers to 
determine whether tbe speech or 
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artiole was contrary to the beat 
interests or the Service or the 
Government . No hearings would be 
necessary as the taots ot author­
•hip would be so simple. 

It the opinion ot a maJor! t7 
ot this Board ot three was in the 
attirmati ve, notation to that 
etteot would be tiled w1 t.h the 
permanent r ecord ot the retired 
ottioer in question. 

F. D. R. 

i.. f!'>!D Harry Hopkins , doted 
Nov~bar 7 , 19~1 , critici ing a 
stut ~~~t ·n~ by Admiral Yarnell 
which app r·~d in C~llter ' s \''eekly . 



ttrl• ~o. o~,l~ 
, .. ..:) &-'1 

t. Tt. cur:-.ct ..-n 11t!on t!l" cb tl•• tnfo:-.­
ttoa ln~tcattn( t~o loca'ion ar 54& ~r Aa.rte~ ~tac 

,.h,p'PlD,P'1 fnclud1n&: ••11._1 .. rt.er ""!)G'"t"• M• btetn 
ctoven a conttder,tl•l ot.A.UII't . 

.. tn !1:8 post., t.he 'I'HI'IIJ,,--., ... teorolo,tc~l 
ob11•rv"'t\on~~~ taken a t aoa Mvo bMn d~atrHA.I,ed to p.rl­
""l• or,!M l:t~t.10nl "IUCh lil!l aut.OII'Iobt l~t cl•Jl,, , 'lnh.,,.,, t tea, 
Nbl\c utU1 ' ios, cocoorelal lltrltnt"', a''"• -Mtl w'do 
dh"••nat.ton of report'\ •how• ne. '""I'T •'• or heho ~rA 
t.~ loc:~tt1on of cau• ~rchlntD'~n 11b':l.ll.d \1111 brwrh~ 1mdar 
r'ct4 control bee.'!a!'le H ta a I'OUntl•U:r diU'~& NtHt IO•Jrce 

of valutHe t.nfor.Hon (tr :r.~rt...,Qly potlelff , t u tn­
!'¢,...4d tmt t.!ll! Wutber 8uro11 J con<:• ·•"- • ._,..~ftC .... 
a,•tt··· l"eQ"Uire.etn.s or '~ •t:o.• .... u ... .s prlnte 
'ntu .. at~ by ~ l,..a!'7...:2C:* of ONIW'Ii -a.a\ . r o r."l¥•• 
• .'ltcA -ao\ll.d not :llsclo"'• • \1 101:•' l10• or •. ' 

., r ·..c.'"'r-@>ro:--e :oec:oceHid t. • • ~ r t~ Pt"''ec"t'Jft 
of lblrt"1.a,r, •ta. Ch!.r'bu~ t 'n of 'f "'"'1 .. a•JMt t":t:»:"t~ t:A!' 
Ual • ..:1 t.o c~f.;..e" ~on~c tU e. nc111 •' •h oalt !\JC:b 
e-xcu•'on' a ~e &4"7 Detoarblent •v d.- to be fn !l:w 
!nt,.re• • or • .... ra'.\on.al .1fl'~.n • • 

J. . tour a~mroval. or thh nteoa.~lt.tlxt '" 
re 1ue ~ t,.t1 . 

(Slgnod) ruruc K:tor 

P"rr.nk r.nox. 
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1 1ft. UM &tt..acbed \o ~. •lUll l.blo 

r.q•5r. w~ 1M w. 1r. \o u. a1-

•t.ar. ... . 
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9 o•.U•r, 

rlea, c:t"':, t'.B •• 
Pet t .. , O.r:=.o .D':.or ~P 

1 . c o.,Gibor t:.t •lz I wu 1 uoted t.o re:-
ort. on t.ne uu-t.trdeck D or o .. t o bo Z'dbt; 

,pon.y. 

2. I r~potto4 on o4 wit • 4S c~lber 
p1et.o! wi U! t.wc clips or bullet .r. C :ruloh4ol , Liout.-
tu ut , t:.3 . v~·, \'l'lB 1n on l' .,o .. bar.red J. "" pro-
ended to where t.hG vonol ..,,., 1or" to bOerd. bed atopp.,d . 
rhure~ w~r• ~;~.i ht ea 1 tho --~~ • 

il YOISOl WI COQ14 
• oy told u.a 
blt'W ito ~· ~.:t.e 

' 

.(,. ..: • Ca:"Uohaol 
lot tbe a:::.ip 1!.Ak. 
1 der s r1 

t.o ' t \ t o bott.t:r not 
twc t.octa 1c t e wa.tet . .... 
r u.a abl . 

6 . te re pet.o4 t.o t • O.r: 
t • ahlp c.r o u to1 to tY• t 
\lJO • ...s e at. rte4 up t. o 1 Cdor 4 '1!'1 cun 
t .. e Cer:;.&:l t1r!it ofrlcer. ... 100 a ~ t. abo 
lowed hl~ ns rat eo I ooul ol1~b t.11 lo ~or. 

? . 
1onael 

the •·• 

'ifho1 I 
t~lready had 
to buna.h to 

rn ob. tt11 top or tbo J.oddtr 
t • oLtull\ton \10l.l lrj t.ana . 
et er Gb4 elk ror • t o t ! 

ot t.c •1 
t'!ro on 
L~od t 
r:l I tol-

1:". t:!e.r­
o4er 

rran&lln e 1W<I•"'• •h Libran 

u~CLASSifiED 
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• - 3 - .:.-'f 0.\.... :1 
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t t&.le:rt o. C...-. o. o. • r c rlea. • 1 t o 

1 e.c. :: ot c.oae to .,eople I ect.e to 
t. • ben c: 1q ea t.e!tr 'to ro er !1 u:.e te: neceasa:""' r. CQvertac 't::e Ce:-. o.ttoere wit.D «Un . I eaad 
t • word ~e t .. l! er e.5 pe!"'\ t o • abolru. :ur t.b.o 
ar ad rt. ... o~e llboeN r. Ca~ ... c •1 ord rea the.:;, to 
CQYer t.be vor- n ern wlt.n t.holr Jll' . 

9 . :r . ... r.dob d and ayaelr o rge or t. •• 6 
rtrat cr • .:.cor IUld t._.e obhr e in er . 4e t 01 t. 
uu t~ t e 1 oa w •• ert t 87 J 14 t 1'/ 1:1 o rr:e ot 
4 n t u . • .ey t.oo ua t.o t.. o '" 1mJI l"'O:: . le oou.~.d 
s f'll aa . .~.nar., \n.s lote or ancu~• · fo otioe t.het. t , 
I 1 1!1! <JC1 tll ( t. 8 t (l.er LUI OX OOtt~do 

l) . lr t ot ... toor 0'\lll 
t • .j 0 OOIC on ·"" t t t .• tol..S this ~r otf1c•r 
1... t • " . ot ••• I I ""' 01 
to I.Lae or ioo vor ootb 
t.cJ.Jo:er . • ••• 

u . ! rettu·,. 131 0 doc • y 
ot r tt1c~r t.o c out a I "' r• 1 
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HHS/Hu NAVY DEPAI\TMENT 

OPt'ICJ> Oh' Til & Clll EP OP NAVAL OPE:l!A1'lONS 

WASIIINCTON 

2~ November 19~1 

IJI!:JORJJIDUIJ FOR THE PRESIDENT 

As I told you yesterday , we are constantly studying 
the situation in t he ntlantic with a view to reduction of 
sinkine:s . 1/e have certain t houghts now i nvolving possi ble 
radical rerouting which to carry through would require our 
merchant ships going all the way into British ports , as 
well as our naval escort vessels. Involved in this would 
be the use of United ~tates ports for the assembly or 
convoys, end the use or mixed escorts consisting or United 
States destroyers and Canadian corvettes . If this sche~e 
were adopted, United 3tates and Canadian escorts would be 
refuelled each trip in the United Kingdom, and Hritish 
escort groups would probably have t o come into United States 
ports for refuelling . 

Of course we wtll put nothing of t his sort into effect 
without your approval in principle . 

P . ~ . The movement you spoke about for 10 December i s 
shaping up and should be reedy to seil on time . Here ' s 
bopin we can get it through before any open break with 
Japan . 

Regarding escort from the Philippines to ffongkong, 
the metter is under study sod I will give you a report 
later but my initial reaction is that i t would too greatly 
complicate To=y Hart ' s problem, some or 'Nhich I mentioned 
to you yesterday . 

/VtLJ. 



B U L L E T I N 
2$ November, 1941 

General Anders , Commander-in- Chief of Polish forces 

in Russia, is reported to have exoressed doubt of 

lloscow• s ability to hold out and Russian officials 

1n general are r eported for the fi.rst time indicating 

worry over the situation. 

Supplies for Rus sia are r~ported to have moved over a 

new Iran trucldne route linldng Persian Gulf port of . 

Bushire wi tb Tehran. A neet of 2$0 trucks is avail-

able at Bushire . Other trucks, including some 15-

tonners capable of carrying tanks, are expected soon 

from America. 

Several U- boats are continuing their movement Westward . 

Oper ations close off American port s may be expected . 

Sub!llllrines have reappeared off tJle Cape Verde Islands 

and there are indications that operations are to be 

extended to the Southward as far as the Cape of Good 

Hope . The total nWilber of U- boats at sea is gradually 

rising (27) . There have been no a ttacks in the Western 

Atlantic for about three weeks . 

A large part of German Naval Personnel now enroute to 

Italy wearing civilian clothing, it is N'110red in Berl.i n . 



2, 

It is indi cated that Axis forces in Libya are rwming 

dangerously short of airplane fuel, accordi ng to 

British reports , 

The following estimate represents consensus of all 

British Intellige.nce services as t o Japan on the basis 

of all infonnat ion available up to November 18 . The 

est imate concludes that: Cl) In the event of failure 

of her l ast attempt to got America to come to a general 

agreement, Japan will have to make up her mind as to 

whether she 11hould chance the war ll'frl. ch would likel y 

follow further aggressive action on.her part (2) Japan 

will probably not attack Siberia at present; she will 

wait until Soviet streneth is decreased (3) Japan 

will continue the war with China except in the event 

.of a general agreement with the United States (4) 

Japan's movement of troops from Toneking to the south 

indicates that she does not intend at present to try 

cutting t he Burma Road (5) From the Japanese viewpoint 

her best move, t he one with least chance of bringing 

on a general 11ar, li'Ould probably be occupation of Thai­

land. Securing baeea in Siam would also pave the way 

for later movement againet Malaya or the Netherlands 

East Indies, Furthermore , a Japanese drive into Thai-



land ia 1ndieac.ed by h...-r recent. 11)\"b.anta . 

Pi•• Japa.neae -.t.or vessUs, ton.erlz Mrchant•o1 

~ with 10 t.o 16 ant.i- aircra!t cun• ... h arriftd 

Shanahal to~._,.. Thosfl w1 th a laaaer l'lumber ot aun.s 
ha"" IIOWltJ.nge in place !l>r 6 odditlonal ... h1no CUN · 

Avorage 1eva.n ) " dual purpose, remainder are aut.omatic 

o1Uoh appear about SO collber . H lo cono1'¢od that 

\.he lA%'¥1 nu.ab"'r of anti-aircraft guns lliOUnt..d 00 

J'a pe.ne •• •• rch.t.n t.Mo t.alc en o •er bY, the Na wy Mkea o t 

thea rl r t.u.al an t.1-atrera f't. sh1 pe. and t.ha t. t.hia a nai.n& 

can ban bl•.n •de only 1d. t.b the ai-r o~a1t1on or 

ouch powro ao tho l1nl t.ec1 Sutes and Brltaln ln - · 

J.rranpatnta ht.•e beett ~ade to auppl,y t.he S§; PR£St[JD;T 

l(l.~Fl)l with Ula noceso&l'J' &rai&:l8nt t.o ulco hor Ulo 

l'l.rot United State• llorclwnt Ship t.o be omod if pro­

tent pl1n1 are put. into attect. . 'nle Prtaident. ~nroe 

lo o""od b)' Ule s-tbleh• St.<lel Atlant.ic Worko and 1o 

lo&nod t.o tile lla.rUl.N ~aeion, the ~ ..... of Ord-

nanca report.t. 

Tho Britleh aro reported p1euod w1 th U1o upecliUoua 

ropeir ot Ulo 11115 DnXlliiTIJIL&, wtxl.ch ftl plecod ln 

oo..tulon -h• hcllra 1n odn.nco ot tho achodulod 

ooaplot.ion Uaa , Offlcera o! tile llw'eau of Sllipe and 



the NorrolJG Navy Yard met the vessel to detennine the 

extent of damage and expedite repair. Knoldn3 o f t he 

anxiety of the British to have the ship in acti on, the 

Yard was able to proceed upon word of ~~e groundin~, 

. with the fabrication or a section or the bow, due to 

the presence or the sister ship the HJIS FOffiliDABLE in 

the Yard . This coupled with the availability of the 

dock being used by the H!.!S FORMIDABLE expedited clear-

ance in a few days . 

Repairs for the ODEN\lALD are exoected to be completed 

November 26. The ODENWALD is in the custody or the 

·United States District Court of Puerto Rico and the 

Marshall , Investigation shows the ODENWALD was 

launched in Oerl!lany in 1923 over the name ODJ:ffi'IALD. 

About 1935 her name was changed to ASSUAN and in 

19)8 1 t was changed back to ODENWALD the Office of 

the Judge Advocate General reports . 

-scheduled Completions reported by the Bureau of Ships : 

Ships Builder Date 

1 Coastal loti.nesweeper 
HffiUSTRY F. L. Fulton 11/25/41 

2 Destroyers 
ELLYSON Federal S. B. & D. D. Co . 11/27/41 

EMNONS Bath Iron \'forka 11/26/41 
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BULLETIN 
26 November, 19ul 

Approximately 2u, OOO troops sailed from WoosWlg from 

the 15th to 2)rd with large quantity military equipment, 

including 184 landing boats plus others on 5 vessels, 

(accurate check could not be obtained) . A number of out-

going trucks were observed newly camouflaeed, predominant­

ly green which is Wlusual in this area . Shipping at 

Shanghai no~ no~cal, Along coast either north or south , 

to date no large movements seen, it is reported by the 

. Naval Attache at Shanghai , Although the destination of 

the 24, 000 troops is not given, the green camouflaged 

trucks indicate a southern destination , The presence 

of the landing boats also indicate a destination from 

which an attack may be planned on United States, British 

or Netherlands territory, ONI states . 

British islands western Pacific being photographed by 

Japsnese planes, partJ. cularly the Gilberts . Observer 

ts sending a detailed report. Joil)t photography is be­

ing proposed by Bri tish of all Japanese NanQ& tes, Frcmch 

Indo- China . coastline and Japanese occupied China and 

mutual exchange of this inforutJ.on by the United States, 
Dutch and British aviation. 



2. 
British Air Ministry r eports 108 Japanese fighters 

recently transferred to l:andated Islands of which 18 

are at Truk and 6 at Saipan. A new type of fighter is 

r eported now in complement of KAGA (Japanese aircraft 

carrier, 26, 900 tons) , HIRYU (Japanese aircraft carrier 

10, 050 tons) and SORYU (Japanese aircraft carrier, 

10,050 tons) . 

At Latitude 24° ·South1 Longittme 1110 East Naval rat­

ings from German raider rescued Ti:le R. A. N. SI DNEY 

( IJ.ght Cruiser) was in that a rea but no comrnunica ti. ons 

from her, it is r eported by Uaval Attache at l.!elbourne. 

Russian Ambassador to England, Ivan Maisky emphasized 

at a luncheon mgeting of the Anglo- Soviet Associ ation 

in London tba t no naval or air operations 'ldll defeat 

the Gennans, for, being a land power, they can only be 

beaten on land by an armed force that is capable of 

destroying the German army 1 )([D reports . Ual.sky also 

asserted Ulat the Russian losses, including killed, 

-wounded and mis sl.ng, number 11 750, 000 (press states 

2, 1201 000) . Russian industry has been uprooted to such 

an extent that 2/3 of it ill now inoperative. 

Unconfirmed reports from a Naval Observer state it is 

suspected that German submarines are now operattne in 



• 

the Capetown area . $ F /VQ;--.(· 
forbidden her ships to g1 Turkey is reported to have 

from Istanbul. to Bulgarian Black Sea ports on account 

of "repeated torpedoings by Soviet submarines". 

The RAF heB been in control of the e.ir from the start 

of the Libya campaign, Yitl repn~ts from Cairo. The 

Observer's personal opinion 18 that the major po rtl. on 

of the Axis forces (consisting of eome 35, 000 Germans 

and 60, 000 Italians) will be destroyed or captured. 

Status of Naval Aircraft, 31 October, 1941, as reported 

by the Burerl.u of Aeronautics: 

Naval Aircraft on hand Combat Training Utility Total 
(Service, obsolete, 
obsol esce.nt and experi.-
mental) 2734 2184 273 5191* 

Naval Aircraft on Order 
and undeli v.ered 5385 224 626 6235 

.Of this number 1 2)8 are assigned to the Ao!arine Corps . 

The KITTY HAWK, one of the ex- Sea Tra.ins now being 

converted into an airplane transport has been fitted 

out, the Bureau of Ships reports . The second ex-sea 

Train, the IW.t.IONDSFORl' is being completed at Teaching 

and Lang . It lfi.ll go to tho Yard to be fitted out 

next week . This is a two-week ' s job the Bureau of 

Ships reports . 



'Ill 

,. 
The "America First" Collllli ttee ran a large "ad" in 

the Roanoke Times r ecently which might have been 

equivalent to an anti- recruiting measure . Upon 

study, .the Ofilce o.f the Judg~ Advocate General 

decided that no action could be taken with respect 

to this l'ad" . 

1 fi ling system has been s tarted in the Office of 

the Co-ordinator of Research that will prot ect the 

Government arrl s ave it millions of dollars in sub-

sequent patent claim8, the Of.fl. ce of the Judge Advocate 

General reports . 

Scheduled Keel Layings reported by the Bureau of Ships : 

Ships Builder Date 

4 Destroyers 
JENKINS Federal S . B. & D.D. Co. ll/27/41 
LaV.ALLETI'E Feder al S. B. & D.D. Co . ll/27/41 
11)\'IORTH N. Y. Puget Sound 11/24/41 
KilLEN II . Y. Puget Sound ll/24/41 

1 Submarine Chaser Peterson Boat Works ll/25/ll.l 

Scheduled Launclt!.ngs reported by the Bureau of Ships 1 

Ships Builder Date 

1 Destroyer 

WOOIJ'iiiURTH Bethlehem Steel Company, . 
San Francisco. 11/29/41 

1 Submarine Chaser 
Defoe Boat & Wbtor ~rks 11/27/41 
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t1on ie aubmitt~4: 

(a) u. s . P•ciflo Flaot : 

Chl1 £i>ntrol 

(b) u. 

EB 
CA 
CL 
cv 
C!l 
I.V CVRflSS 

R, Jtlc,tis 11 

BB 
CA 
CL 
cv 

rt: 

) 
I, 
0 
) 
0 
1 

) 
1 
1 z 

F1 rr Control 

1 
0 
s 
0 
1 
0 

) 
l 
4 
0 

DD 8 (plus !or. vrit1ah 0 
nteh nre bcinr re~laco4) 

LV ~· 1 0 
AVG Lalll ISLAJ.ll l (Br1U~~ t,. o) 0 

!lo IWWI ~ 

. ~!.1- _, • ! .lf'l D ,ui .. cnt 
t... t t:.e r ul_ " t eo":inc av 1. 

"t tn sh!. .... or t\ tJ • • , J'1eet will "'..a ru 
1n•~•~1on and oth•r rool• no. •111 b• built up. 

1 c: e 'b1 :. r• (!e~ "'" • 
1 t,.,.t,O(t..:.J..:OC 

id . Boo• t on Pool 1o nO'ill up to 
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) . eurr ced sub:l.rl.JM!l ean a!.:'-
erart . on• VP• or equiraent noc 'bel.l: 1 1, 1 t:-re 
a.irer .tt 11 reported to t-e c~pablo or ot.eertnc a a 1 c auc­
ur~• at dllt nce3 or ) to S rlles rom: ra •• re taken betn«n 
t!w bcrD and the uart.er o! t-e :r.ltlmr1nt ; the ~u1 t 11 u:n:ble 
to et.ot VA Nb:::l'ine c..cn r nt•• are Won on \nO rit.e • s 
ate or atern . Jn e.xpt"r1Jicnt l lrborno IUJl.tR hal been telted. 
a& l.nlt 1u.rtaeed sub:ur1nes end it 11 rcoport•d tn t 1 oc tollc.;tng 
r ruu obte.1n : ) to 4 Ues tmen r n ea ar• t en on tw sa r1nt ' D 
atem or &tern; r es or 3 to 1.!: i1b11 on be,,, to qw.rter be r1r.t:s . 

A ma·net1e $U~ .ar1no detection dovlro 11 ~ing ov~lo~cd 
tor lnatrllatlon tn nircrcrt. ~11 wqul ont h4a been tv~n a pre­
ll.oinJry te-at linl 5lnnt r.:.nso• ot 400 hf'\. ro rCI'port.ed . ..-l'' al.nnt 
r n,n ol,to1ns even thoush ~~o ~ub=orlne 11 aub or&ed . 

• ' r 

,,.MUtn D. Roon•elt L1brUJ 

D~ I ",' lED 
c •·•· eaO<>.e ( tf a?/ U )' 

I 

1111'\Atve~ 
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Sorinl 0137512 NAVY OtU!AHTMBNT 

OYI'I(:,E Of t'l:O!t CnrEF OF N-"VAI. OPEJI.A't10~5 

WASU INC'r ON 

• -

Iiover.tbor 27, 1941. 

!r.!.:CRAFOtn• .. OR ""1"-: Pn·:stvt:rT 

S~..i"CZ: ~or ~aatorn Sltu.at ! on . 

It tho current norotlatlons ond without nr.roemont , 
Jnpon co7 ntt.aolc : tho BUrma :load; Tho.iland; JW.laya ; tho 
rot:horla.nda .a•t IndielJ ; tho Ph1llpplnet~ ; tho nusaian 
~tfu·ltitlo Provinoea . 

Tbere 1D little probab1l1t:r of An itto41at.O Jo.pa.neao 
attACk r..n tJI.b ~'arltin:.C "Provi.nC!Ht b-OCDU$0 Of thO StrOD£tb Of 
tho P.ua~1an roreos . nocent Japanese t roop ~ovomonts tll aoo~ 
to hi'I\'O boon southward. 

~ho mornltudo or tho effort required will m111tato ae•lnat 
direct at.tack ara.inet ~.:S.laya and tho r:othorlandc Eaat lnd.i~a 
until tbo throat exorciced b7 tn1ted Stotoa torooa in Lu:on is 
r ocoved. 

Attnck on the nur~~ Road or Thn1l.nd ortora Japanoae 
objoetivea involving 1n RC risk ot major contllct than tho 
othart'l namod1 one! clearly ••ithln tho tuOM8 avo.lla.blo , it un­
opposed by lt'.ajor powors . Attac:k on tho JlUrr.w: Rood '.'IOHld, 
howovor, bo d.if"!"icult A.nd r.tinht foi l . If .uocoaotul , tho 
Chlneno Jl'nt1onal1ot Oovorn:r:ont Z!li;"'ht colh.poo . oceu_p.cl t1 on ol' 
'i'ha:Hand r;a.lna a l imited atretegic a<lvan~•··o ea 4 prolimlnary 
to operations a~;olnet L!alsyo or tbe :lotb.orle..nd-1 _nat :ndioa , 
mir,ht roliovo 1nt~rnnl pol itic~l prooauro ~ and to A loaaor 
eT.tl'l!'l.t ~ oxtorna.l ocono:"l:lc precaure . .:-hot.hor tho ottondvo wi.ll 
be r~ado a.co1nat tho Purt:lo :':ond., Thaila.nd , or tho Pb1l1pplnos 
cnn not now be l'orocoat . 

The r.ost oonential thing now, fro~ tho Uh1tod States 
vtowpolnt , 1c to cain time . Conaiderablo nevy o.nd Arr:ty 
roinforcGm!l:ht3 btlvo boan ruahod to tho Philippinoa but tho 
doe irablo atrontth haa not yot boon ro&chod . tbe procoaa of 
re!nroreomont 1a bo1nr. cont1ttuod. or r:roat and ~edhto 
conoorn 19 tho oototy ot tho Army convoy now noor Gutm , nnd 
th.e l.!nrina corpa ' convoy ju~t laa.vin& Shon-:hai . Ground toreoa 
to a total ot 21 ~000 oro duo to IAil rroo tho United Stptoa by 
December 8 , 1941, and it la iaportnnt thnt thia t roop roin­
torce~ont roach tbo Philippine~ beror a hoat111t1ol co~onco . 
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l'OVOI!lbor 9:'1 1 10tl . 

•r•$ ~ nee ot a111ta.J7 action an O\l1" r•rt. ahw l 4 bt; •ol~ed 
ao l ~ •• CQOJ!ttent wlLb r.at!OCJl po lo; . -be l onr.or tto 
ela,., the noro potlthe btcocts the •• urot\OO o~ rot~Uen 

or th••• IalL~ds •• • n•••l and atr b••• · Japor.eso 'ct1on to 
th~ aouth or ~or.oaa wllt bo h1n~ero4 -n4 por~~ra aor1~Dl7 
blooko4 aa lon~ A we hol1 tho Phil1pp1nd Yolanda . ar w1th 
Jftt•tn o rtnlnly •111 lnLorrupt our t..r• naport o!' oupplioa to 
£1bl'l'b , nnd probabl1 wlll 1nterr\tpt t111 proccaa or 1'11d1tH! 
Ch1na . 

After ean.ultatlon w1th oach other, lnltod !tatet, 
rltlab, •n4 rvtch a111L•1"7 author1t1aa 1n the ?ar ~alt 

.,rood that joint ~lltar, ~teraot1cn mrt~n#t Japan ·~ld 
bo \U\~ortaken on11 lr. cuo Japan at~cb ot- ~.1r-.ot11 t .• l"' tena 
the torr1tory or nanc~t•: terrltor,r or tho Unltod Stat a , the 
Pr1t.llh Comnonwealth , or tho Hotherlanda F.ut Indiea , or ahould 
tho Jflpaneoe covo torcu into Tt1oJ.lAr\cl woat or 100° ut or aouth 
or 10° Pforth . Pot'turueu Til::.or , l1ew cal donia , or tho l.0!1alt1 
hhncSa . 

J•·an••• 1nYol•~nt in yunnan or ~A1l&nd up to a 
o•rtaln •xto.nt 1a a tv•· t.l~ew.. . a!..nco l\ lltlctt teo turt'".IJ' 1tper­
a1on, lonr•r lin•• oro ~1cat1on . In~ an addJtlon&l burden ou 
coa.unlcatloaa . Ho• •••r a Japanea• a4Yanc• to th• •••t or 
100° rut Ol" awth of 106 r.orth, lr.t•.UatolJ toco ... et a thr•at 
to ~~ and Sin~apor1 . Until it 1t r•L•nt that J•pan 1nt.nda 
to advance boyon~ thtoo linea, no action which mirht ln•d to 
.i.mr\tod11to ho:Jt111 t!OI thcml" ho taken , 

H. h r.c(a-~mcted that : 
,rlor to the ocw. lotion of tM Ph111::'?in0 1"11ntOJ'CW11nt. 

dl1t..,. CG!.!:lto!'~aot1on be cor.s!-'-r!td 01).17 tr :a .an •~ta Ita or 
directly t~~tens -~1t•4 atato! , nrtt!ah, or Du~ch torr! to~ 
•• abo•• outllr.e4; 

in o•oo or • Jap(lnlle advance l nto Thall and, Jap.n be 
wcrnod by tho United Statoa , tho nr1t1ah, end tho ~toh ·overn­
~nta that advance bft10n4 tho llnoa Lndlo•tod ~1 load to •nr ; 
;r1or to such ~·&rn1n.c. no joint cUH•r:r o~· oaltlon bo undll"taken; 

at opt be taken at on co eo cor.aun:w t• 4l.{:J'eoro.ntt •1 th 
tbe '1'"1\tah acd "1\tteh tor t':o lnuanoo or ao:x:h war~hu· . 

/ ll .~~"~ 
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HRS/Hu t hi.-' NAVY DEPARTM ENT 

OYf\c~ OF TilE Cm£F OF NAVAl,. OPERATIONS 

WASUI NCTON 
28 November 1941 

Dear Mr . President : 

Just to follow up on the Madagasca r scare . The 
Bri tish have called up sod told us to disrega r d their message , 
that they had completely discredited it. 

I won' t bother you with anything else end hope 
tha t it is possibl e you can f r ee your mind of most everything 
here. We will be on the job . 

We are doing everything possible towards strength­
eni ng and making reedy the bases in t he Pacific, end I bel ieve 
you will a pprove of the measures we ere taki ng wi thout much, 
if any, change . 

'lias glad you found such general concurrence with 
the paper Mar shall and I sent to you. One or the holes we had 
plugged with the messe~e I reed you for Hart end Kimmel. The 
other with regard to specifically def ining an ares we will 
work on i n connection with t he messages you requested be pre­
pared . 

Am enclosing copy of e letter from Jim Newton who 
i s from Denver , a greet friend of Justice Dougl as , end a 
mem ber of a very wel l known fSJlli l y . You can guess he is 
quite a character and an i ndependent tltinker himself . I 
t hought it might be of a little interest and you probably 
would not get a ohaoce to read it except on a vacation. 

I hope you have a fine vacation sod the t you can 
see it through . 

All good wishes 

Sincerely, 

The President . 
'!'he White Ho use. 
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Dear Harold: 

1A.IJRS ~. lfr.ll'ON 

D!UIVER 

November 24, 1941 

• 

Bill DoUSlas ' dinner and your luncheon were a real treat 
to your country cousin . I do reel very of ten, as I told you, that 
ey world is drirti~ awey rroc oe, but vtben I have a chance to 

talk to both of you and r ealize t hat alter all we are thinking 
about tho eano thi~, it ie quito consolinG to say t ho least. 

I am more f irmly convinced t han ever that tho middle 
incoce sroup is gettiD£: excited and should have leadershi p from 
the group that you aDd I think should be the lenders in /u:uu·ioa . 

The oultiplioity or governmont 86enoies and their intense 
desire to prove their worth and perpetuate their orr;nn1znt1ons has 
created a publto feeling or contuaion and maybe resentnont asainst 
\1hat is co=nly called propaganda. 

Orr;anized ninorities take advantase or t hat contusion and 
rost er laws whi ch seen to t he oiddle croup discrininatory and self­
ish. It 1s t hat feeling or contusion which will event ually turn 
our actions into a rout nod oome Hitler, under the e;uiso or his 
protective gover uoent , will appear Wld be lender or tho exploited 
aiddle group. It is n known fact t hu.t Jcnowledao cannot be spoon 
red and t he obJectives or these various so-called 20oinl advancaaente 
cannot be advanced by the propaganda cet hods or t he variou.o 
government agencies. Only r esentment and contu.o1on and n reeling 
or being "taken in• has boon the result . The growing r esentment 
against English propaganda should be proof enoU£h. 

It is ic:Jed.tately necessary for WI to try aDd create Wli ty 
in our nation and to do so it is necessary to help the people becoce 
dynamic in their notion alld tho1J8htS And change their roeliog or 
being "talcen in" to their disadvantase. There is no such force no 
clase ooOBoicusness in tho Un.ited States, No person thinlcs any 
other per son in the sense or class is better. All or u.e reel 
can:r other citizens are lower t han we, but none or us believe any 
other person is better, But t here ie a claes teel.ing baeed on coney. 
We alwn:re seem to reel t hat the very low income croup, meaning the 
subsidized underprivileged, and the very rich r eceive tho nood t hincs 
in material lite , Somehow the mid<lle income e roup have lulled 
theoselves to sleep and it is only throl.l8h a oudden ohnnee, such ao 
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our preoont intarnationa.l policy that consciousness comes into that s roup . They have little and need little COIIIParative.ly, IUld are docile to the extrece, but when arouaed by rear are apt to be panicky and tum t hemselves onr body and soul to any t'ee.rleee loader, This group io coopoaed or at least 60~ to 70ft ot' tho able United States citizens and can be turned t'rom their present trend ot' ccnt'usion and rears it we can some way, somehow restore to them their r1ght and duty to think tor t hemselves , 

The riret problem ror them in t hat ot' physical prepnred­ne88, ouch as providine a place to meet and to talk to each other, 
The second ill leadership cmone th~~D~~olves ; tho third cohe8ion and correlation ot' their groups; and the t'ourtb form an organization competent to furnish their groupo with honest , truth­ful data wllich they deem neceooary to help their thinkinc and Belt' expression. 

~plan vtould be to divide t he United St at es into regional districts , In each regional district, emoloy about three prot'esoionnl orgo.nizero who would appoint a go.nere.l cocmittee consiatina ot' twelve extreoely prominent citizens fra2 the follow­i ng groups ; Three from relirious organizations , throe t'rom public school oystBill, three t'roo univoroity or higher educat i on group a nd three t'rol'!l business , 

~heee croups while eseentially a sycbol of honesty and community solldority should be t'orced to becoc e interested i n tilt erine information which is to be presented by vnrious opoc1ali zed age oies to tho co::cuni ty salt' interest croups 1'orood unde r our pl an, 
I ao never c l ear obout explaini ng cy objective nor cy met hode, but I bollevo that through t his pl an I em oraating Meeting places where tho middle income group onn express t hemoelves vmen, as , and it' t hey a r e seriously and mentally upset as t o t heir government relationships and underotandings , 

Adult educational ,groups and nll other university extension groups have at tempted to serve education on a pl atter to the middle group, I BD sure t hey do not want to be educated because our public eohool s JBtem has explained to almost eaoh and every one or us that when we are t brough sohool, we are educated, A serious det'oot , in Ill¥ opinion, in t ho system. Tho dulleat man in United States today 1a the Phi Beta Kappa at 21, who is the sedate citizen a t 45 , He neTer oraokB a book o.t'tor he leaves oolleg e because be t'oels he is educated and can provo i t by his decree , 
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To define wha t I oean by this Diddle income group, I an 
eure I cean o.lcost all or the ' oi polloi in America. When you say 
middle income group you mean those individuals who presently earn 
their costs or living or use i ncome derived from the investment 
or their IIBvingo , The people I exclude rrom t hio group are the 
so-called under-privileged and tho so-called hereditary rich . In 
other words tho dregs and t he troth or liOciety. 

I propose that a coccittee be orcanized in each oepnrato 
economic recion or the United States, co~posed or the represent atives 
or the church, tho public school system, university syatCJC, and 
business , I timly believe that President Roosevelt can g et the 
leadership of this croup through this nethod and I firmly believe 
he should l:lllke tho atter:pt to r ogain the con.t'idcnco or t!lat group. 

I ant praconti nu t his p lan to you and Bill Douclo.s 
simpl y because I admire you both personally, I want you t o under­
stand that I have no o.mbition to bo a.nythill{;. Thank Cod , ny 
philosophy has t aueht me that to try to be a somebody in the 
estimation ot comebody else ia futile and empty. I firmly 
believe ny philosophy bas told co that while th~re arc very few 
val.ues 1n the a ction or U.t'e , the one real val.ue that counts is 
to have such control over youroolt that you can onJoy lito thrDugh 
the happiness ot others . :.!a;rbe you thin!< I have cone Pollyanna, 
but to live as I have Just expreoaod is a thoust>nd tines harder 
than to stand out on tho street corner and be a tub thumper and 
court public a colain, 

I om sending this latter to you and Bill Doualao and 
in oose you cnre to suggest any future notion by me to rurthor 
these plans, I shall appreciate it, or in the event you think 
the idea should be dropped, let me know. 

The costs or actually compilinr the in.t'ormstion and 
correlating necessary facts of the various ogencies involved would 
be considerable but could be accomplished b " the Social Security set up , 

Admiral Harold St ark 
Chief or U. S. Naval Operations 
~ashington, D. o. 

Sincerely, 

.r~s Q. Newton 
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I -. \J~ ~""""' ............. .. ~ ~· WASHINGTON 

1 December 1941 

Dear Ur. President : 

Her e ' s a pretty good one . 



.. 
Bicycle Story . 

A colored preacher sot up one Sunday morning and told his 
congregation that a member of his flock bad stolen his b•oycle. 
He said t hat be would give them a few minut_l!l to think it over 
and for the guil ty one to make a contessio~t the end of which 
t i me be would deliver a sermon that woul d rSroe the confession 
out of the guilty person. 

At t he end of tho few minutes he started on his sermon taking 
the t en commandments one by one and making them applicable to 
the loss of his bicycle. He was at his very best and held his 
congregat ion enthrall ed until he came to the commandment about 
adultery when he suddenly faltered, hurriedly ended his sermon 
and lett the pulpit. 

One or the Deacons went after him to ask if be was siok. 
When the preacher told him that he was all right the Deacon 
asked why he had suddenly wound up his sermon when be was going 
so strongly. 

The preacher simply replied that when he got to the command­
ment about adultery he suddenly remembered where he bad left 
his bicycle. 
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DI!PARTMI!NT Of" THE NAVY 

WA8tfi.HOT0H 

DEC 2 1941 

Memorandum fo r the Proaident: 

SubJect: Report on ~l iated Peroonnel , United Statea Navy, 

1. '!'he nu='ber of enlhted men 1n active aervleo on liove:o'ber 
29, 1941, la aa indicated 'below. Jor baa~a of eo~arlaon, the 
October 31, 1941 fl«Urea are alao i ncl uded. 

Regular a 
Retired Men 
Fleet Reserve a 
Other Reserve 1 

Total 

The Preoident , 
The White House, 

No•. 29. 1941 

224, ?28 
2 ,992 
9 , 887 

49 .498 

287,105 

Oct. 31. 1941 

222,067 
2 ,858 
9, 864 

45,395 

280,184 

Very respectfully, 

liet Gail> 
tor Month 

2,661 
134 

23 
4.103 

6 ,921 

• 



.. ....... -.. --.. 
()f'na or T11E CUJI:f or 1\ -.u.L on:uno'~ 

WASIII~CTO~ 
2 Dtot.motr 1941 

J 

You •ill .- 1 4 to le::tr a t.hat. tbt preltcJ.nar1 accept.e.:ce 
trials bRd stJ.ndar41zat.1on r.wa Cor the U.J3 ,\.1'LJ': ••• • the tiret 
or tht five inch oru1aera , ~•r• t~ntntlJ auocteatul . 

un the f1r&L rour-hour tull power trial the ah1p devGloped 
7S , 7~8 ~ . H.P . ot. an avere .. e r. p. ra. or 26.t. . S7 ond a reaultant 
apttd or 33 . 21 £Hot.a . 

D~in~ st•odard1~ot1o~ tht aaxiAus apeed o~tr a aeaaured silt 
)) • ..6 koota. 'ntt &o.rd th1.3t.s tht ahart. horae power c.3.7 be 1n­
ortaae4 to a5.~0 oad apeed to )L . ) knots by 1nortaalng the ~ypaea 
valve on tbe bi~h preaaure turblnta , which valve 11 too a~ll to 
ptrmlt. the tlo~ or available stem. 

All econooy ~U4ra nteee at all apted8 were eaaily cot and in 
tact at. 15 kOota ahlp •4~Aled or bettered tbe 12 (not ·uaranttt . 

:ua~o a b it o!' ood Gew~ ~ohtll. 1 tbo~ht 1:.1-:,bt Ot •elco!:'.lt 
rncUn-.. 



BULLETIN 
3 December 1941 

Note : Heavy Japanese troop movements from 

China continue, probably to. the South, ONI r eports 

and a Naval Observer in Shanghai reports from 

November 26 to November 291 14, 000 Japanese troops 

plus others (accurate check not available) , arrived 

there by rail. Equipment with arrivals included 

field artillery and tanks . 

Vichy officials stated, December 1 1 that the French 

Government in case of war in the Far East would take 

aH meens in its power to defend Indo- China against 

any aggression, regardless of whence it comes . 

Should a Japanese attack on Thailand occur, the 

French Government would 11examine the sit uation and 

· determine its position in accordance with a realistic 

policy11 , it is reported from Vichy. 

Through November 11 Oermans killed and missing in 

Ru~~ian campai gn are estimated to total 2, 250, 000, 

MID reports from Bern. Note : This figure considered 

excessi~e although Germans recently admitted 2, 125, 000 

killed , wounded and•n missing . 

- 1 - t 



BULLETIN 
3 December 1941 

Note : Heavy Japanese troop movements from 

China continue, probably to the South, ON! reports 

and a Naval Observer in Shanghai reports from 

November 26 to November 291 141 000 Japanese troops 

plus others (accurate check not available) 1 arrived 

there by rail. Equipment vd.th arrivals included 

field artillery and tanks . 

'!ichy officials stated , December 1 , that the French 

Government in case of war i n the Far East would take 

all means in its power to defend Indo- China against 

any aggression, regardless of whence it comes . 

Should a Japanese attack on Thailand occur, the 

French C"'vernment 'WOuld 11examine the situation and 

· detemine its position in accordance with a realistic 

policy" 1 it is reported from Vichy. 

Through November 1 1 Germans killed and missing in 

Ru"rian campaign are estimated to total 21 2501 0001 

MID reports from. Bern. Note r This figure considered 

excessive although Germans recently admitted 21 12$, 000 

kill~d , wounded and Missing . 

- 1 - t 



SS NIS~ (United States) picl<ed up November 27, 

72 men on rafts from the British cruiser DUNEDIN 

(u, B50 tons) , torpedoed and sunk on the 2hth, Five 

died and buried i nformally . Proceeding Trinidad !rom 

S . E. ONI reports , 

To d ate, the IUF h:ls avoided night missions with 

fiehters arrl light bombers due to the necessity th'lt 

all take- offs be made during daylieht, !liD reports 

from Cairo . The reason for t hie is claimed to be 

the lack of experienced flyers, but in so doing much 

of the air attacks' effectiveness is lost . Uost of 

the RAF losses during the early days of attack re-

sulted from crashes by RAF planes landing on th~ir 

own grounds . American-built aircraft are considered 

excellent. Adequate direct-support planes , to be ust'd 

1n conjunction ld th tank operations, are not avl\ilable . 

RAF p3rformance --. except for t. he conduct of close-

support miss ions -- has been rated highly effective . 

The RAF transport shuttle, taking into acoount its 

lack of equipment, is considered. good , 

Japanes.e and Gonnans are meetine in Lima, Peru, to 

plan sabotage and embarrass the United States . Peru 

plans against, a Naval Obseryer in Lima reports. 

- 2 -



Future operation of the Federal Shipbuilding plant 

a t Ke~rny1 New Jersey, it reaching a showdown in 

view of the fact the Mediation Board is about to 

make its r ecommendations on the cases of union mainte-

napce referred to t hem. It is hoped that the company 

and the union may reach an agreement . 

In reply to a request from the British ft.dmi ral ty 

for nine additional converted aircraft carriers the 

Navy Department has asked the British to advise the 

locality in which the operations of such carriers 

would be anticipated. The thought behind this is that 

if the plan is to operate them in the North Atlantic 

it vrould be better for the United States to acquire 

them, man them, and operate them, the Bureau of 

Aeronaut ics reports . 

Mr . Fredrick Rentschler, Chairman of the Board,and 

Mr. Eugene Wilson, President of United Aircraft 

Corporation, conferred on the morning of December 3 

with Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air Artemus 

L. Oates and the Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics 

Admiral Towers concerning their corporat~on 1 s plan of 

gener~l refinancing, the Bureau of Aeronautics reports . 

Special conferences are still being held in regard to 

- 3 -



~e cont rol of all ocation of steP.l required for 

National Defense, the Bureau of Ordnance r eports . In 

this connection, it is pro'beble that special inven-

tories of all Ordnance plants Yd.ll be required to check 

any possible excessive inventory betns kept on hand . 

Efforts are being· made to avoid sdditional question-

naires being sent to Insoectors and contractors for 

infor mation that appears to" th" Bureau 1D be unneces-

sary or that might be obtained direct from steel 

producers . Reports hwe been furnished to the Office 

of Budget and Reports as to the s teel requirements 

for 1942 to produce all classes of projectiles . 

Scheduled deliveries reporteci by the Bureau of Ships ' 

Ships 

2 Coastal Minesweepers 
PARAEOONr 
PRO<L'U:SS 

2 Submarine Chasers 

Builder Date 

Delaware Ba:r S. B. Co 12/ 1/41 
Anderson & Cristofani 11/J0/41 

Peterson Boat "forks 
Peterson Boat 'fTorks 

12/ 1/41 
12/ 5/41 

Representations have been made that there ie a con­

spiracy in Phil adelphia to gouge the Nsvy on th~ pur­

chase of land . The Judge Advocate General has an 

· a ttorney looking into this matter very carefully. 

- 1: -



Oo•;•-• .. ip!ll~"-'--rr-·a·u 1 1 E 1 I N 

5 December 1941 

Hitler not shot, Naval Attache in Rome reports . 

Gennan &nbassy interpreted telephone message "Big 

Chief shot down" to mean Hitler. Later when inter-

rupted communications were restored it was learned 

that General Von Paul; Major Bruning, Assistant. Chief 

Luftwaffe~ Rome ; two colonels; two aides; two pilots 

and P?Ssi bly others crashed t'nd killed in Sicily en 

route Africa. Von Paul was to be Chief entire Axis 

Air Force Africa and was carrying complete plans for 

Arrican campaign . Germans in Rome f eared plane shot 

down. 

Nazis have started a major offensive in t'le Kharkov 
I 

region of the Donets river basin, 2$0 miles N.W. of 

Rostov, in order to ease pressure on retreating 

Germans to the south. The Ruasians are said to be 
' 

resisting successfully, it is reported froll\ London . 

MID reports from Rome 1 ( 1) Defenstll!l in South Italy 

and Sicily are to be set up under the control of the 

Germans from now on (2) Naples• defenses against air 

att.ack are much improved, however, industri al sections 

w~re severely damaged by recent bombing (3) The 

- 1 -



central and southern portions of Italy are preparing to 

receive a large addition to the Luftwaffe forces already 

there. · 

Three German 11teamahips were reported as sunk recently 

TN THE W. L!edi terrane ail in the vicinity of the Straits 

of Gibraltar, MID reports from Gibraltar. 

Admiralty appreciates that one raider iss till in 

Pacific and possj bly a."lother in Indian Ocean. Supply 

ship also possibly at sea, the Admiralty reports . 

The Saigon radio announced ~camber J that Tokyo had 

gtven a pledge to Governor General DeCoux to 11end no more 

troops into French !ndo- China and tn refrain from Ulling 

Indo- China bases for attacks on Thailand or China ' s Burma 

Road, it is reported fro!Il Vichy . (Noto :-"Scrap of paper?") 

Naval Attache, Singap6re reports British and alliecl 

merchant ships in that a r ea advised by Conmarder-in­

Chief, China (1) .Ul ships north'of Hongkong "beat it 

South thereof" (2) Crown Colonys and all ocean going 

ships to Singapore and bring such shipyard equip'llent 

as possible (3) Except f or Coast of L!alaya and .. ost 

Borneo no vessels leave Singapore north- bound without 

perrAission (4) No Dutch ships shall go North t heir 

islands without author ity orders iss ued by the Dutch. 
- 2 -
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Naval Observer in Mexico City reports : Japanese 

Uinister here has applied for Ulli. ted States visa for 

self and family to cross border about December ]J to 

depart from United States for Japan on TATUTA UARU. 

TWo other legation officials have also requested 

Uni ted States visas for families and will leave for 

Japan from United States . Report ed Japanese Legation 

lle.xico City has requested TATUTA IURU call at ~­

zanillo (Cuba) and Canal Zone after leaving United 

States presumably to evacuate femilies , Such evacu-

eti ons believed indicative of Japanese officials 

expectation of trouble, 

The Army and Havy Munitions Board has granted the 

Navy Department the right to assign A- 1- a priori ties 

f or a ll of its combatant ships which will be finished 

in 1943, the Secretary's Office reports . The Board 

has been requested to grant permission to establ ish 

the same priorities for airplane carriers to be 

completed in 1944. 

USS SALINAS (5, 375 tons) torpedoed oU tanker, now 

at Robins Dry Dock, Brooklyn, New York , will be 

placed in Dry Dock December 8 for examination and 

repairs, the Bureau of Ships reports . 
- J -
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Navy is taking steos to establi3h a branch of the Nor­

folk Navy S11pp1Y Depot, in Bal til'Xlre. Commercial 

terninal space w!.ll be us ed. This is for the purpose 
of s~rving British Repair, conversions and other USN sup­
ply needs, the Bureau of Sup;>lies and Accounts reports . 
Ordnance reports progress on the delivery of guns , includ-
i ng ammunition supplies, for R~sia under Defense Aid 

nth Russian ships currently being anned and armament 
for ice- breakers delivered or waiting to be picked up. 

Provision is beinG made by Bureau of Medicine and 

Surgery for a special .flrst-aid box for Naval gun crews 
for merchant vessels, "amed gua~s" . These boxes will 
be assembled at rendezvous points for distribution to 
each gun crew as it goes out. Boxes will be returned, 
overhauled am. replenished. A "lledical Compend" (W and 
S) giving instructions on first-aid and medical treat-

ment is contained in each box. 

The Princi.ples of Damage Control are be1J18 apPlied to 
the Anxiliary ships of t he Navy. Thi~ includes pro­

vi.siona for water- tight integrity 1 fire and 5UJl pro-
' taction, repair of battle daMaae . The annual danage 

control practice is being conducted this year in the 

auxiliary class1 Fleet Trai nina reports . 
- L -
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Ll nplr rdu to No. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

0J>>'IC£ 0>' NAVAL L'fTELLICEl'IC£ 

W ABWI<CTO!'I 
Op-16 

SF r December 5, 1941 

i !i!l y d T:i ' 

Subject : O.N. I . estimates of Japanese forces in 
Indo-China, and adjacent areas. 

25, 000 men in Tonkin Province (llorth) 
80,000 " " Southem Indo-China 

1051000 men,, . • ,TOTAL 

90 .planes near Hanoi (llorth) 
160 " Southern Indo-China 
250 plane3 •• , TOTAL 

NA'IAL FORCES 

At Camran.IJ Eay or vicinity 

At Saigon 

I ndo-China Coast 

In the general Hainsn­
Fonnoaa area 

In SUPporting distance are: 

1 Heavy Cruiser 
l Converted Seaplane Tender 
9 Submarines 

2l Transpor ts or eupply vessels . 

2 Destroyers 

1 Light Cruiser 
1 !.linel ayer 

l Heavy Cruiser 
3 Light Cruisers 

24 Dostroyers 
10 Submarines 

3 Aircraft Tenders 
1 Sub~rine Tender 
1 l.!inelayer 

27 (approx, ) t r oneports or supply vessels , 

On llninan 
On Fonnosa 

50, 000 men and 200 ple.re e. 
45,000 II II 1_58 II 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

o.e .. 'ber e. 1941, 

ICDti\AIIDUM J'OR CAP'l'.Ull BEARJW.L: 

11111 )'oa let • • • • tbe plloto­p-a ph of th1• :raoht an4 plan tor oonwra1ont I lnollne ' o ber uee aa a wea~r patrol •h1p tbet ber tolll' lowr .ate be reta£ne4 ant\ that 
abe 'be rlae4 on b•• ••'- wUh bo Jlba Ul4 lOll!' vlaall•. ~h woal4 •nallle bar 'o •lataln •taUon tor Ulree or toar n•lul at a UM 11114•r ••a aall an4 aY•J'&IB oon41,1one ot watbel' wUbout liA•lD« to aM bar •nciM· Thla alao woal4 -a U 
•a•l•r t o 1'11 ra41o. 

r . D.R . 

Su~g~~ted acqutet~to~ of ~r. 
Jose h Oav1ea y•ehc, s-ri CLOUD -to be ~a~er over by Navy 1f 
Preo1dent aoproves. 



TH£ W HIT£ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

lJEilORANDUr.l FOP THE PRESIDF:lT 

There i s attached horoto a nhototTo.nh 

or t ho yacht SEA CLOOD to~ether with tho llnv:; 

DeO&rtment•a directive for its convereion to 

a weather -etrol vessel . 
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