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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoeaber 9, 1941. 

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN BEARD.A.LL: 

Will you let me eee the photo­
grap.h or thla yaoht and plan ror 
oonversiont I inoline to her uae 
as a weather patrol ehip, that her 
tour lower aaets be retained and that 
ehe be rigged on these maete with two 
J1ba and rour triea1le. fh1e would 
enable her to aa1nta1n etat1on t or 
three or tour weeke at a t1ae under 
aea ea~ and average oond1t1ona or 
wedber without baY111g to uee her 
engine . Th1a aleo would aake 1t 
eae1er to r1g radio. 

r.D.R. 

• 

/'N! -;· ~~ .,L..c.,G '7'' <.-- ... g. c/ 
/~ .L~, /: ..-r.-- ~ 7"- c• • .- <-.. 

& "'' I ? ~.,. ,~ .... .._ 



TH( WHIT£ HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

Dece<tber 6 , 1941 

t.I£'10RANOO~I ron THE PRESIDENT 

llr . Oavioe has been 1n to aoo Ada1raJ. Stark 

again about tho Navy tokin8 over his ysoht, the SEA 

CLOUD. It apooers that llr . Davies rill not be bappy 

unless this f ine yacht sees SOIH Neval eorvice in the 

present amergen~ . 

Tltero is attached a co?)' of tho reoort of 

the Auxiliary Vassals Board on th.is vosaal, which 

indicates that ii acqui.red, she will later be restored 

and r eturned to bor owner in tho condition in which 

r eceived by the llovy - ii still !\fl oat at that time . 

Pinel ac tlon is wi thhald ani tinl' the 

President ' • fUrthor consideration. 
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NA1'Y" D£PA&TM!.ST 

.. h· 
OJ'FJC£ 01' 111M CJIIE, OF NA\'AI. OPERA110~8 

WASLIINCTON 

"I, 

VEVORAIOUV fOR THE Pk£SlDIHT Decesbor 11, 1941 

I consider it imperative that, tor the next te• year• , we utilize our naval •b1pbu1ld1n~ capacity to the u~~oat, by leyiOR down new ah!pe a a aoon aa build!~ waya ere made ul\llable by the launohinP' or ebipa in the current naval bu!ld!nv p~o~ram . Some bu1ld1n~ ••Y• • Ill becoae available In Verch 1948. 

On th!e bao!o the appended tableo abo• the add1t1cnal 1 ~_ oo .. batant eh!pe that can be laid down within the c........._.~ years 1948, 1943 and 1944, w! thout Interference w!tb the pree•nt naval or Merchant eb!pbu!ldin~ programe. 

These t ablea are baaed on information available in " OYember 1941 and do not tully take into account the eftecto ot the r•oently ordered epeed-up in our current naval pro­
~ram. Undoubtedly thie opeed- up will permit eome adYance~ent, p&rttcularly in the latter pe~t o! this oupple=entary pro~ram, but tt ta too early to &aks an aoourat~ eatt.at• of tte 
e rrecto. 

Th!a supplementary pro~ram doeo not include any bettle­lhipo beoauoe 1 t nppaare 1mpraot1oable to lno1ude the:o 
without interference with current bu1ld1mr provr&tSe. 

The pro«reaa or the war ~Y dictate ao~e aodiftcation or the number• and typeo presented in theoe tablea. 

It to reopeotrully recommended that immediate authoriza­tion be obtained to build 900,0CO additional tono of combatant lh1po. It il further reoom~ended that th1a authoritation 
pera it. tranafer, witbin thP to~&l ot 900,000 tone, of tonns~e 
rr~~ one type to anoth~r aa war experience mey diotate. 

OECL~SS\fiEDvolt Ltbror' /"•,.,_.....-:-, 

000 DUI. ~aoo.t t' I"IM) 

Dot.- ~- 3 - Sf / / ~L -
&!pa- (7~ ·~ 



Op-10-).11) 
NAVY 0 £PA RTMt!NT 

Oli'PICE Of' TOE C lt.IEF OF NAVAl. OPERATIONS 

WASJllNCTON 

O.eomber 1) 1 1941 

Dear Ur . Pr aaident : 

fie havo vory carof'ully gone ovor your t.houghta ns prcaonte<l 
~~ Jaek on tho Corrier Progr~. 

First, I would br ins t.o your at.t.ont.ion t.he Co.et. that. 'lll'a 
have six C- J mereh3nt type vcsaels boin.3 built. by tho Unritimo .Comrd­
sion {one just delivered) nO'II' bul114 converted to w:r. l.;;~...AN li<JO for the 
British. Tho fli&ht deck extended to full lenct'l of the ohip . 

Second , the 9rit.isll Mve 1.\aked us tor nine IIDre cMvurtod 
ships or thi.s type . 

Third , we ar e l ookina into tbe additiona.l fi ft.etlo for our-
aelv~a. 

Cettins these twenty-tour o.ddit.ional 'leu.uls " ill be o.t. tho 
expense of the Allied shipping situation, with which ;rou. &.t'e f8Jidl.iar. 
i'\'e a r e taking this up with Land &.nd or course under t.ho naw setup, 
Jlarry will bo 1n t.hio. 

Uow as to t.he Carrier Progr A:J (additional to thu nbove) 
wlrlch we :sent. over : - both r~ewport tlO"o'IS and 1lew York Ship havo reversed 
their previous .st.atomet~t.s t.hat. t.hoy could ~uild Haua-:TS, t.hat b , 
21~000 ton nllips, more qui<::kly tho.n they could ESSEX t.,)"!)e of ?:t, ;oa 
ton type; this for t.he rea.son that. the ESSSX t:rpo is now in pr oduction, 
is ~dor and quicko r to bo .1.ld , and sour ces or su"lpl.y of llllterials 
e.re full,y developed , Tho teason t.hat t.huy aro e.1sie r atld quicker to 
build ls :- t.he construction io aioplo and the ship can be e~cted 
quicker since the parts go t.o::othcr ':>ot.t.er. Tho ~.:;~ t.ypo ha.s. Daen 
specially engineered tor rapid production by makin,g tl"le r:a.x1au.m uao 
or weldine . This wa~ not dono on the JlQUlET t.ype. A redoaign of t he 
I!ORIIET type to per.1lH weldine woul d """"' much delAy. 

The sltlall RANOER-'r.'ASP t.ypc has vory tnteriot" protection 
againat under-wnur da.r:o.ac . They r;uoe r eally very vulnerable . 



Tho IISSl!:lt 1a muc~ euperior to eit~or the H<JOO;T or tbo 

lWICEl!. It hu a 11111ch ""'" rell.&blo o"31nool1.ns plant and tar better 

u.nclo,.....,.t.or prot.oct.ioo. 

You wUl rti!MIIbtr when you c ...U.d M over tt.. photlt I t.Gl.4 

you all datea rete~red to calendar yoara; that iD correct. In ~k­

in.& u.p the typt'writt..n Sleet., an error •• .adt in uaill& r..ht wm 

• tiacal• 1'Mor• 

\le ar e working on t.he anwnption that you approve t..he over&ll 

900,000 toMe a.nd are •en.d.i.t\a over a bill tor your approval . 

It 1a 1!0" under st.ll\clin& t.hat Senator 'i.al1h and. conaresr.an 

Vin1oo are preparod to pueh the bill throuah, once you approve. 

't'ht Genv&l Bo&rd, Bur.au or Ships, and ~Au of Atro.naut.1ee 

concur with oe 1n the rec~Ution t.he.t •• buJ.14 lhipa ot the 

27, 500 ton F:lSEI clooo. 

; 

Tho Pros14ont 
The ll'tdt.e Houat 

-2-
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COIAWiiJW. 
December 12, 1941 

t'rnnklin D. RooiP~"' • · t'~J\i.ul; 

,., ""r.LASSifJ[L 
~ ... IJ il iR. ~200 .9 (9/27jelf 

PllOPOSliiD EX'l'Zl!SION TO ClJIU!EIIT BUILDUO 
PLJJI 

Calopdfr Ieer 1942 
~., Wuaber 

Date- J - 3 -~' That CaD 
r.f-.~~Jk~w~!eLud 

Sip~ lCHC . ,..,...-_~ . Dow In 
!'onnqe 

b;y 
latiaated Coap1etion ln: 

Txpt ,. 1942 'l'm 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 

CV-9 01ua 2 56,910 
CL-55 ( 01ne1e.nd C1aaa) 2 21 , 000 
DD 13 28,666 
ss ....L 11.214 

1942 ! otal a& 117,789 

Qllllll!!l!l I~l!l 1W 
II umber 
! bat Can 

7 
_7_ 

l 1 
2 
6 

!e Ldd '!onnace l atimat ed Completion ln: 

CV-9 C1all 
CL-55 (Cle~oland C1a ae) 
CL51 (AUIIII\a Clan) 
DD 
ss 

1943 Total 

Down In b;y 
1945 !rpt 

4 113,820 
7 73,500 
l 6,300 

89 194,273 
..!L z~ .m 
148 463,187 

b&le#dar t ear 1M 
lullber 
!'hat Can 

1943 1944 1945 1946 1$47 

2 2 
5 2 
1 

4 68 17 
..lL _a_ 

!e Laid fow:uoge Eatia ated Completion I n: 
Dow In b;y 

Tnt 1944 1'xpt 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 

CV- 9 
CB (Uuka C1aaa) 
CL-55 

1944 total 

Tbr .. Year Total 

2 
5 

...L 
16 

188 

56,910 
141 , 750 
?4.60Q 

293,160 

874,136 

J:aela to be laid ill 1944 not illc1114ed ill CGiltract awe.rd.a ncv bel.Dc 
I:Wie but the authorbaUoa craated ahould be tor tha 1111t ire --*t of toanaco, 
i .e., 874,136 (rounded ott t o 900,~). 

--~-- ... 

2 
3 



,. ~, ..u .... -' lb. .a.- o/ 
01'-kttw but 8-11 of AetOUuUc., 
M•wy ~-u. Wa.IIIIA.,-. D.C. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS 

WASHINGTON 12 December 1941 

!.!EMORANDUJ.! to THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

SUBJECT: Large versus small aircraft carriers . 

1 . Many studies of subject mat ter have been made by the Navy 
Department, in the most r ecent of which it has been necessary to take 
ca reful cognizance of the followi-ng f actors which vitally affect design 
and displacement features : 

(a) The increasing s i ze, power, we i ght, and endurance 
of modern carrier airplanes . 

(b) The increased t ake- off run necessary to launch these 
planes and corresponding increase in landing speed . 

(c) Increased storage space required for fuel , oil , 
weapons, and other suppli es incident to subpar agraph (a) above . 

(d) The need for heavily a rmored decks to protect 
hangar spaces from the lighter bombs and the vital spaces below 
the pr ot ective deck from penetration by heavy bombs . 

(e) Suffi cient beam to permit the degree of compart­
mentation needed to insure good water-tight integrity and damage 
control incident to under-water damage by mines or torpedoes . 

(f ) The vital necessity for high speed , thus requiring 
for any given tonnage large boiler ~nd engi ne room spaces with cor­
responding reduction in spaces available for aircraft, their access­
ories , an~ supplies . 

(g) Lar&e , fast elevators needed to accommodate the l atest 
planes and to accelerate their handling to and from the flight deck . 

(h) Greatly increased ~.<nti-aircraft instal lations v.hich 
of necessi ty encroach on the flight deck areas otherwi se available 
for the operation and handling of air planes . 

2 . Consideration of the foregoing leads to a strong case for 
the large carrier; by "large" is meant a type of the minimum overall di­
mensions and d i splacement of the ESSEX class, i . e ., 

Standard displ acement . . . . . . 27 , 000 tons 
Trial di splacement ..•.. .. ,, JJ,700 tons 
Length . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • • 820 ft . 
Beam .. .. .. .... .. .. .... ..... 93ft. 
Speed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • 33 knots plus . 

J , This type i s capable of car ryi ng a balanced complement of 
airplanes of forroiaable offensive potenti aliti es (fi.,hter , bomber, and 
torpedo) and has embodied char acteris tics 1.hich &ive fo r its displacement 
the maximum degree of

1
securityJ urotection, and flexibility of operation 

to its a ircraft . I'7DJ1i in D. Roosevelt Libra17, 
DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. s2oo.9 <9/27/~a> 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

Doc.,.ber 11, <'941 

Tho situation bas changed fast in the 

last two days, but the attached memorandum 

on Guam and lludated Islands (prepared by 

Dudley Knox) 1a in uenr to t he Presldont •a 

request. 

Reepecttu.lly, 



NAVY OVA~TMI:.NT ....,. .. 
W.UHl NOTOH, D . C. 

Dece~ber 8, 1941 . 

GUAM wtta ocoup1e4 wi~hout resistance by len~ins toroea tro~ 
the U. S . Oruiaer ChARLESTON on 21 June , 1898 ; the United ~~ates 
then being at ·.ve.r witb Spain . 'I'b.o subsequent peace treaty tully 
conti~ed American ownership or the isl and . 

Altbousn well recognized as being ot great strategic importance, 
tbe ioland bas never been Dtrongly tort1tie4 by the United 3tates . 

The naval 11Jl1tat1on ot a:r:ntcents traaty negot-iated at 1u'e.sb ... 
1ngton in 1922 by a conference ot a.ll powers e-oncerne4 , contained 
a provision by wbich insular naval bnseo in the western P4Cit1c 
Ocean wo1·e to rfltlAin in status quo us to det'ensos and naval tao11-
1ties . rhe detenses ot Guu wore then 80 •teak tbat tbe United 
States recovod all ot its detenses troo the island . 

This dotenoeless coo41t1oo continued until tho expiration ot 
the licitation treaties , ottootod upon tbe initiation ot Japan 
at the end ot 19)6. S1noe then onlY 1ncone1derable detonseo and 
tac111t1es have been restored . 

In 1939 Navy Departcent ofticial& initiated erro~ta to atron~ly 
tor~ity Guam, in eooordance with tho recent reooamondations ot tho 
Oenerel Board . Opposition in Congress to this was ao strong that 
tho attopt wa.e abandoned. . Only with g.reat cUrticulty we~e funds 
obtained to~ harbor 1mproveuent and ro~ modest seaplane facilities . 

THE !iAl!DATBO I.>LA.'!DS 

In contrast with tbia excessive American re~traint respecting 
Gu&e , the Japanese , sinoe 1eb~ary 1941, hove bean active in pro­
viding detoneee ror tbo more 1mpor~aot islands or the extensive 
caroline nnd Uarahall aroups . 

These were captured tr02 the Oeroana by the 1~paneso toroea 
durins the l aat world war , and were aasign&d ao a c an4ate to 
Japan by the Treaty ot Vereail loo . The conditions or the mandate 
torbe.de tortltication~ being ploood on tho iel&nd&, and sucb non­
rortitication statua wo• ro ... attiraed by tbe Limitation ot naval 
annaconts Treaty ot 1922 , in wo-iob the United States pa.rt1cipo.ted. . 

Although the latter treatY ia no lona~r bindlng , the conditions 
ot the mandate under the Versailles treaty appear to be ¥till in 
torce . 



ttnorthd~.. aino• last itbrubr"/ t.no ;llp&neae bavt been 

vory aot.ivt iaa plao1na dtttnees 01~ moac. ot thouo 1elan4a in 

tJ•t ~aroUno1 •Lid ~ran&lll ta&t '-0Ul4 be or l'"lpOrt.ano• aJ 

n&'fal Dues lu \.U.• of -,ar. lortlt'1oet1on.s .a • been l'e­
por'ed on te. of th~. 



Cinc~c J'Ue No . 
(Personal \ // 1 

Deer ~1: 

COPY 

tJNIDD STATJ:s PACinc J'LB:ft 
u.s.a. Penna yl'llln141, J'lagahip Jbl 

December 11, 1~1 

This let ter written hurried.ly, is to i.Idora 
you tbat h'oa a lled.ioal ataD4po1at. t ha aituation to 4ate 
18 beautitull;y 1n ban4. ~ ot aU cuualtiea ware u­
ped.itioual)' treatM before "black-out" Sun4ay ni p t. 
Stragslera, Whioh completed. t he liat 1 . ~ere billete4 e.D4 
4reaaM at -rgan.,- atationa t bat n1Pt• Solll8 4aa4 ba4 
alrea4y bean placed. 1n t he Hospital 110rgue. 

I regret to atate tbat Doctor R. R. RALL ia 
4884, aD4 Doc tore Sur. I J OHNSON an4 T ••• OROWLn' (Dental 
corps) are aiaeing. Doctor J're4 111. ROHOW i a 1n the Hoap­
i tal but DDt seriously woun4M • 

A grnt nuaber ot aan are a1u1ng an4 will be 
unquestionably classifie4 a s 4oa4. The woUil4M, i n Tar­
i oua 4egreea of anerity, 81aDunte4 to 1,000. AU 
th88e were treate4. ApproxU.tel:r 200 wars returne4 to 
4ut:r the nert 4a:r. 

A great percentage ot burna i n yarioua 4egreea 
waa DDtedi an4 t hese caused. moat ot t he 4aatha. 'fbi a ex­
perience only a.pbaaizea a ga in our r epea ted insistence to 
prepere tor large nuabere of burna an4 to aubait raqueata 
t or equally large quantitiea ot t annic aci4 pro4ucte. The 
110rph1ne ayrettaa proTe4 innluable . The 'llllue of 4ia­
pera1on o f firat-ei4 euppliea throughout t he s hip was em­
pbaaize4 by t he 4e ... g .. auttered •• t he lllllny bombs atruot 
at 4itterent areaa. The supplies wee 1110re t han a4equate, 
exoept 1n t h a case ot t h e SOLAC•; aha requested. essential 
surgical .. tariala early . 

J'rom all aooounta, an4 troJa all ban4a , t h e 
lled.ioal personnel of t he ships hi, was lou4ly praaiecl. 
No outatall41ng teat ot hero ima baa been publicize4 as :ret. 
There unquestionably ware amu whioh will oa.e to light 
sooner or later. This was too saTes a "show" an4 the 
baabing an4 torpe4o1ng too oonoentrate4 notllto baTs oauaed 
801118 outate.a41ns teet. The .,rele was auperl an4 neryw1e 
aotecl as at a 4r111. 

The .a41oal sbore aot1T1t1aa Ter:r promptly 
eatabliahecl tlret-eit statio• Whlob ban4le4 all woun484 
as they oa.e out of the water an4 were tranaportM b:y aU 
aorta of Tehiolea. 

-1-
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C1Jiopeo file Wo . 
I Per 10na 1 ) 

COPY 
(Two) 

Woblle Baee noepltel #a tunotlonecl beeut1tull7 
an4 4e .. rYee auoh ore41t t or t he aanner ln Wbloh lt took 
109 oaaualtlea. I personally 1ntan.cl Chambere clurlns the 
bollbill« to prepare tor ouualtlee, be ha'\'111« no •r« ln ooa­
alealon tor r.tlente at the tiM. B7 1114-e.tt.el"DDOn be heel 
the quota no eel abo'\'e ancl eaoh patient waa bunlrecl , treated , 
an4 tee!, Wbare a4'\'1aable; the .urgloel unit waa tunotloni llll • 

The lloepltel a t Pearl Harbor ha4 e4altte4, by 
17150 , a total ot 700 -I&Ddecl an4 reaei'\'ecl 1.84. 4ae4 on Deo­
•ber 7Ul; Ule BOLA.CB ha4 reoe1.,.. ebont UO 1110undecl en4 
17 bo41ee. All D1oel7 han4le4 ln enry reapeot. 

OUler -rceney tl.ret-eU atatlono were qu1ot-
17 eetabllah .. ln t1110 bu1l4tnp ot the Reoei'\'lnf; Barraolal, 
Reoreetlon Center , Tar« Dlap~..! Ott1oera• Club, Sub­
-.rlne Baae Dlape1188ey, Kanl .ur 5tat1on Dlapenaaey, lblr­
lne .Be.rraolal ln t he -t1on oooup1 .. by t he unit e ot t he 
Fleat Mars.- Foree. !Jeot1on Baae #l at B1ah0p'a Pol.nt 
(net 4epot ) aealatecl the Anq at Blotaa !'1el4. I 414 not 
... Ul1a aot1'\'ity. 

At preeent all banda are 8D4ea'\'orln8 to olean 
up the altuatlon . two oaauelty llata han b .. n 11111cle an4 
aa yat oan only be tentati'\'e 4ue to the n1111ber ot lll1ea1~ 
and the neoeeeary houaing ot eur'\'1'\'0re ln many 41tterent 
ereae. All the reoor«e in eo• lnetanoea ere loat; 1111111ter 
rolla are not anllable, an4 14ct1t1cat1on llllpoeelble 4ue to 
burna aDd lnjuriM, llllltlple, utr-. Rowenr, the a1t­
uat1on 111 olear1A« rep1417 an4 thOugh - a.t.etaltea will 
be preaent ln Ule .. Hate t hey will be oorreotecl ee 1t be­
oomea phyaloally poae1ble . 

The olar1oal f eatures are beln8 aaaa1le4 e n4 
altalaton heel t .h reaor«e etertecl . 

'l'he 4ea4 were tlngarprlntecl, Wbera poeaible, 
14antlt1oat1on • rial ell4 t .. th cbartecl, bo41ea merlce4 With 
attaohecl woo4en tee:, an 4 wrepp ecl ln oanne. 'l'hey were 
then placed ln 111004en cealceta which -~~ properl7 llllrlcecl 
by -na ot palnt en4 burrlecl ln t1110 lots procured tor t h la 
purpon an4 ha'\'ln,q ln a1D4 a national cemetery at a later 
4ata. A lla'\'y obeplaln bol4e eerYloe 0'\'er eaoh bo4y or a 
-ll Sl'CJu.p ot tb•• At the SJ'II'\'ee a '\'Olley la tlrecl a n4 
eaoh caelcet burled ln an 1n4h14ul cran. All tble 111 
beill« 4one by a Wllt troa the l'!oepltel at l'Mrl llarbor. 
A JUra •N• 1e •4e Wltb each bo4y aD4 Will be t11lecl out 
with Wb.atner 1clentlt1cetlon 1e prenent tor reoor«lq. 



./ 
COPY 

(Three) 
Oincpac File No. 

(Pereonal) jhl 

The unidentified bod1ee are numbere4; 1D teet, 
all bodies are number ... 

The questi on ot eTaouating the casualties hae 
already been taken up. I have asked our hospital tacil1-
tiee to submit a list ot patient• wbo will require more 
than e~ty (60) days hoepital1zation, and another ot more 
thaDt forty (•o) , eo that- may have some elasticity 1D 
our plans which IIIUSt depend on contingencies . We have 
estimated that there will be a maxiiiiUm ot •oo. I doubt 
this large number unless our outly!n« islands turnish 
lists Which are unknown at present. 

In conclusion, I feel extremely prou~ ot the 
manner 1n which the medical departmentl involved handled 
thie sad situation . All casualties were properly, expedi­
tious~, and thoroughly treated and housed without \he 
least contuaian and with a splendid spirit. All this wee 
performed without t he necessity ot callin« tor aid trom 
outside sources other than the colllll8ndeering ot Ta.r4, and 
contractor transportation facilities and without withdraw­
ing a single man or piece ot equipment trom \he combatant 
branches. I can only say: •a herd job damned well done•. 
Aa tor morale: -oo4 help the enemyt• 

I still expect to awaken trom a bad dream, or 
see the end ot a war -movie•. 

'.'11th kind regards, I e.a, 

Sincerely 

/a/ Gendreau 

nphege A.l4. Gendreau. 
Captain (MC) U.S. NaT7 
lleet Surgeon. 

P .S. Please expedite the supplies 
requeete4 1n my deepatok to \he 
Supply Depot, ~re Ielan4. 

To: Rear Admiral Rose T. llelntire, (YC) U.S . Navy, 
The Surgeon General . 
Bureau ot Medi cine and Burger,-, 
Navy Department, Viaehington, D.o . 



THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPfRATIONS 
WASHIN GTON 

Jecember 12, 1941 

Uear Ur. President: 

7 /1 
I ? -</j 

I told Jack to tell you this morning, end I have been thinking about it seriously in t hese past tense days: -

You are uot only the most important man to the United States today, but to the world. If anything should happen to you, it would be a catastrophe . I do not say this to you because of m:1 own personal r e­lationship, but as a cold-blooded fact . 

I have said if I were Hitler and were ti.r:Ung it, and he probab.Ly has timed it , that I would have ready a spectacular raid on the United :>tates - i.ash­ington, tlew York, or somewhere. l:lecause he knows as well as any man what it would mean were anything to h!lppen to you. 

Please, L~ster, let Sen Uoreell or somebody provide, and provide as quickly as possible, a place where, in case of an ai r raid or any other disturbance, not only your safety, but the precious hours of sleep which you need and which are probably too few, would be provided f or against any disturbance of any kind, eo far as we can humanly make it ooseible. 

Sincerely, 

The President 
't'he llhit e House 
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THE UNDER SECRE:TARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINOTO,.. 

12 December 1941 

Dear Mr. President• 

I am in r ecoipt of information a s to t he gallant conduct 
of our Uarines on tile I sland of \"lake , and I send it to 
you as an i ndi cation of the 1110rale of our !.!Brine Forces . 

The Island of \l'ake w1 th its tllllall gu.rrison bas been 
attacked four t i mes by enemy bomber s and nina of tile 
twelve Marins f i ghting plenes were lost . Then, they 
were attacked nenin a t dawn on 10 December by several 
enemy light vessels . Tho sinking of on a enemy light 
cruiser and one enemy destroyer """ r eported, but it is 
not cleo.r as to whether by tile Marines or by our otiter 
for ces in that vicinity. 

Ohe~zy transports, w1 tit cruiser e.nd destroyer escorts , 
ha ve been sighted in the vicinit y and unquestionably a 
landing will be attempted. HoTrever , this weakened force 
of Marinos i s still resisting and tho genoral tone of 
tito di spatch indica tes their detei'I'linAtion to d eliver 
the fUllest measure of punishment to the enemy. 

Sincerely, 

Jnmos Forrestsl 

'!'he President 
The \\'hi t e !louse 



I:N ,_U\.VIHO A.DORth 

A-111-ptl 

HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON 

11 Dece~ber 1941 

MEI!ORAciDUl-! FOR THE SEC~ARY OF TH£ NAVY: 

De'lr :~r. Secretery : 

..\ cheery note oozes fron: •1:ake and the news is 
particul"'rly ple~ sing o t. a time like this. The 1&lttnd 
~·ith its sm~ll garri son was attacked four t i mes by enemy 
bomber s and nine or the ~1e1ve Morine fithting planes were 
loat. Then, they were attacked at da~o·n yeaterdsty b:,• 
several enemy l1g3t veeaele . :n sPi te of the ~ateriel 
and oersonnel losses wh1c!: they hP~ suffers~ and , as I 
said, with only three fl~htlng pl~nes remAining , they 
were abl e to report the s i nki ng of one enemy light 
cruiser and one enemy des troyer . Enemy tr~nsporta with 
cruise:- and destroyer escort "'ere sighted i n the vicinity 
an~ unquestionably a landl ne will oe attecpted . However, 
\:like, with its weakened forces i s still re61st1n;( l'nd the 
eenersl tone or the diapatch 1nQ1cstes thP sort of de­
terminat i on to do their Job which we like to see . 

T!:e above info~tion i s from CONFIOE:;TLU. 
dlsontchee but I thin~ the Department ls plRnnl~ to cake 
a release on the incident . 

~~~ 
-T. HOLCOHB. 



AXW11128 24 XC 

Ttti .. ,, 6 HOuM 
..... , .... TOH 

CO~NADO CAliF DEC I' 1941 1210~ 

T~E ~RES IDENT or THE UNITEDSTATES 
T '1: lltll iE If() ISE 

~RR I VED SAFElY S~KD I EC~ THIS ~ORNING lEAVE IMMED IATElY FOR 
WASH INGTON Will REPORT ON ARRIVAl A~ CIVIhG OUT NO 
STATE~NTS PRIOR TO MY REPORT TO YOU 

FRAIIK K'IOX . 

)48P 



1¥'14 > 20 COLLECT 

MY IAI!IlAN]) TEX DEC 14 1155A 

THE PRESIDENT 

II'< I TE ~OUSE 

HAVE BEE~ GAOU'lllED tt· MIDLAND TEXAS BY FOG TAKING OFF 

SHORTlY EXPECT TO ARRIVE IN WASHINCTO~ lATE THIS 

EVE~ lite 

12~ • • 

........ .. . ... .. 
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90,.. '"' , f'fi,.era IUIIl tnUstN'I rerflortn•l were •bo"rd •hh ll'hfln t.he 1'1.t.8C'I1f 

c•-.. '!'he eond.tt.lol\ .,, read.ine•"' I'JboeN hh 'Ill!\- ~eecrtb•1 "" .,CoD1tt.lttl'l 

T!l~-. ~leb M!'lns. t.het ·~·rt QDe- '"alf ,r U. t""'~elde •tsd &DU-t~h~,..f\ 

,una wro I"'I!JU''f!lt, ei'IIS "11 tJ f t.he lht.l-""l.r·r•R ~wen 'Ufll'llltd with 

llllfi'IW')it.tal\ aM •n• Ln rfl.adlneu, 

'l'he f"lr!'\. lttt.W"t.ioa t enev ec:Uoa came t,., '-"A N:~tYJ" •borU,J 

an.er ""en l'l,m., 111'1eta. • Deat.M)'"tr tn c.~e ~..rbn· e:sc.ruce ra4t.,ed c.hat. 

she had c~ntacte~ ft ftub~rlne ftnd hnd (t~ey b~lloY~) •ucc.rttull y 4~~t.h 

dentl , t nnlrtCR roporta ot eut.arlne contact. , h111S oceu.rrf'd ln the ~eent. 

~t. tn)d. t-oo great. C1'e41t ....,. not. ~1Tel'l the DntMyl!r CO"'''IIHider'• H1YU'\. 

reeel•td the r~~rt tnd •oLRbed in hte ntnd the P18aibtltt.y that tt alrht 

be t"te tta.rt. or IIIC't.lOII , but to •h• f'Jf au,_,.t'htf' c ct.a~t.• in. t.he put 4h­

..-:U•.-t '-t!• l.'w)~t. 

'fti.IJ ArJf:1 earT"ted cmt. rt"t dl\n petrol nn. Su.nd•T, Det-•ber 7tl'l, t.h 

onb •if' p.t-rol 'be1Q& Lhet seat. t.o the •outl'.,t~trd by the r:l\"7 , 

'Z't-e RIIU.r e lt~Mnt. iuhlled OD ~lO'boerct, le Cl"f'CUUll.)' UN• 

' 
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lone when the ships ore in Pa~rl Karb?r because or the aurrnundlng 

mountains . Reliance therefore o f bnth branches or the oervlce io 

chiefly upon t~ree Area deteet'>r at .. tiono on tile 181Jond or Oahu . 

Until 7 December , It hlld been cust~~nry to oner"te three R•d•ra tor 

n lnr11e pOrtion ? f the day . Ho•·ever , on 6 Deee"'ber, nermlaelon ..,,, 

reque~ted end obtetned t'r.,. tte Contr~ l Officer to , on 7 Dece.,~r, 

opera te only !'rom 4:00 e .m. to 7:00 1\ , M. Accordingly, on 7 DeceMber , 

t he otet.lona •·oro oenned from befo re dtt•·n until aeven e . o ., wlten they 

rere closed otrtclally. However , by pure chance one A:rm:f officer re­

~~lned at bla post to practlco on such planes "• might teke t he oir , 

nod probably with no tllou!tht o f ene.'!IY npproecb . At le.oat 11 hftlt hour 

before the attack ...,.. """'• this O"rle• r• o nod"r indicator eho> ed " eon­

centretlon or planes t o the north\<nrd , I\ bout 130 miles dl&tllnt . He 

reportod thla t o the Air Cro ft liArnlJlB Informtlon Center , which ..,.,. 

the plnce frtrl whlcll It ahould hll.,., beeo reporte to Heodou~rtere . 

The orrlcer there , ~ Second Lieutenant , t ook It uPOn ltia eho••lders to 

P•OS It up , erplelnlne tha~ he had been t'>'d the Enterprise .,.. nt oe&, 

aod that t he plane.e he had locA~ed •ere ~robllbl:y t'r<>ca t het e"rrlu. No 

report l) f this d lscovery o t 11n enemy air roroa oc!ll'onching ~"' the north 

r8llcbed either the Army ~r the Navy Co,..,nder . If this lnformtlon hlld 

been properly handled , it t10'll.d ha ve vi Yen both ~:y and Nlly:y autrtclent 

wornin.<> to hftve been In o state o f reo~ ln&ss , whlch at leeat would have 

pr nontod the !l'Oj'>r pert of the d81Mf.8 done , end 11111"ht Melly have con­

•erted this auecrsetul 11ir ~ttack Into o 1aponeae 4ieester. 

The Of ttcer at the Radar Stetlnn, I '"'o "dv1• ed , oho•e~ tb1a 

air ~ree on hla 1netrumrnt ae they CA~e 1n end p l otted their aprroech . 

~ 
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I ~Avo ·~~ t~e red~r pl~t • .+t~h Alao 1nelud~ e nlot >f the ~ne~y ~lr 

forces returninR t~ the Cftrrlera tro~ ~bleb they hod c>MO t~ r•ke the 

ftttnck . This lntter tnr,~•tlon did not rtech the Nnvy until Tu adny , 

two drys ertcr tho nttnek ~eourrod , nltbou~h oany ond varied reports as 

to variouo locntinns or rndio beor1nes on the 1epnne~e cnrrioro ~id come 

to the t.avy Co"''""'nder-tn-ohtef. 

The act1Y1tlea of J•pane"e firth colu-nintn ~~~eot•tely f>llo~ing 

the •ttack, took the fo~ or ~praeding 0~ tho e1r by radio do7ena or •~n­

tuftlng and contra~ictory ~~r• concerning the direction 1n rhich the 

attacking planes h•d depftrt~, •• ~ell"' the presence in every direction 

~r enemy ehipa . The 10\vy rer .. me~ the reports of c.,ncentratlon ,r ~n81!17 

obips to the south~rd oe mnet d•pen~nble end scout•~ At onee In thnt 

direction. It ie now belio•ed thAt another unit ~r the J"op•nMo fore~ , 

usdbp. the call le~tors of t~olr corrlere , t'>nk st,tton to tho aout h.,nro 

of Oobu and tran~mitt~ . Radio Direction Finder bc~rlnr" ~n tbeeo tr~no­

adttals aided in the false aeeumption that t he on~y Yaa to the •nut~erd . 

A roree trom the ~sttard III'>Y~i nnr frna there In ~n ""t..,.nt to lnt~reent 

ft Jopenese force rup·oee lY ... Yin,. ~est•'1trd rro .. a peel t ton aoutb 0 r '>alw. 

Subsequent tnforcation , bored upon a chart recovered fr'la a Japeneee plone 

which woo ohot down , 1nd1cftt ed that the Japeneoe forces octuo\ly retirrl to 

ths northward . In nny event , they were not contact~ by ei ther of the 

trek forces , one or which •me ton J"nr to tho •·estword to h•ve eotabllehe~ 

contact on 7 Oecombcr. 

Tho Army nnt1- •lrcrnlt bott~riee rero n'>t mnnned ~hen tho 

ottack ~a made and the ~bile unlt8 rore n'>t in pcattion. AllAr~ •er­

•onnel ~ere in their qu.rter a ADd the puna were D'lt a.nnod 'lr ln pcalt.ion 

5 
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U r~br't•ft lt. .. t.CII'I. t.t:fl ftrl"t rn11 fi'UC.tt111nthlllY unovwned. 
tiS Ue 

"7 -loenee .. _., 

ble r 1 \&f'aC.t"U . 

6 



• 

• • 
1utrtetent t\atl t.'l roi.lll'n t.rt t.l-jotr t!Ar'rlere 111n'\ --"" eolurll'•~ 1nt.'l c.tr.~ "'"fl· 

¢'ttn'""r#•U ft be~"~ \ t olA!!.N .-1'111 U e J ""'bUtt n-•, Ia Pl'"ID 1., .-., 

1"f'~"~t19'td In t'fll-u 11 v.o -.,.-. f-tr t.ht• .. uU!IT"t.ll)n , 

t."t•l l)f r.,rt.y- ·Htl'l "'~ l"'YIC!._ l,r t by t.he .1~tT""'tiO •· 

Tt:• Mtl'""JJIltt IJ t L"e- l"tt''hT >t pbr<~~ts """""1t1nt.: •~rtv. Ttlt• 

lQR t'orc:t ~,..., trt btot•M:a nu tu.tred !'1 t\J fll'd three ftouwtrWPCI pta.1. 

P'l'.,. t."'e er,..ahtf(t J"PAI'Ittt ~l~~:net' c.,niH1,..rl1blo tnfl':)l'!"U'UOrt ""' 

t.hrte heq-yy ~I"'Ulaor# I'M l'lWIOro\lt ",nllbtl'Y cr"rt. l.D.rludln' dutM7f"U 

,.M U:u YMtltlf!. It 1• hlere.-~t ,. to "'""' tl'.~tt. t.":e 1"1"'"" e ttr&t.tr 

pl,.-u nro V<ldPl 0- 1, ~\lltr'J44 ... ,t.,. r-<!!hl .,,.. .. ir"t& "'"I! till tu. la ..-rly lO•Cl. 

none or t.b.e ol"ne-• """'" dl)tl'ft nM an r...r fiXfii'II\Mit , •ne flttrt~t ,..tth ""1 

fiii2""W'WI'f" 4. PJ""tflctt-,n t,r t"~ t~Uot n·n ...._,.., ton)' ott ••Un~"" ,... .... u"o t.11n'"• 

(")~,~,Ad in l'UI)' ~lane. ~•rlC'".n l'f!dlo ro.nd ouer A-~rtc~~;- bttlU. equtC~PWct. 

u•l ntm~ber "'t Mu:da or IU"'t''IJ.ditioct ftad tte uae ot e-xpl~ln .~ llle•r\dlflr'J' 

:o alll!Mtor 11-=-.nit.IOD we.a e Mt.f'rlfll reot~r- lD da.Jillttltll' Pl&nos and nt.he.r 

obJe,.Uw• ~n U:t ~rd. The l.•n·l....So ~. •v• "r "'" .,11 tr.• .. ,.s 

UD~ lfMtebMd torp..tOII 4111\tAA about ltoti, •<r.tlfl't*! YlU l.llirrt ftMI "lrl 

the 1t.ru to ~rt•ont the tnltlel deo~ ~lYe cuatn"'ry ~r t~~etoea dr~rrfd 

bT p~. U. ta 'O'l .. UV t.!) ~t~ tl'.11t tM etl•,.k l!t•a "'"" >1ltcl-»e4 IIIIOJ' 

nmr f')J' potent ,.eepona. wu.t~ t.Me t.D ... tnd lt ..,.. rOUDi tb11t th At"Wlr 

• 
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pi&roln~ bombs e~pl~yed were l~ loch A. P. nrojectilea , fitt~ rith ~11 Ynnn• . 

In actu~l c~mbat •·ben A.,eric•n ,.,l~nea •·ere able t~ tnka tbe 

air , A.,eriean tliara apJl""'r to ba•e proYod tb.,...,elvea c'>nddernbl" aupertor . 

one Army pilot alone is cr~lted ·~th ahooting down four 1•nnneao planes . 

All or the pllote who ~t in the air returned to tho ~ound confident ~r 

t~eir ability to lulnclle 1aJ"'nese eir f?rcos auccese 1\llly in th~ 1\lture. 

At neither Army or N•Y1 oir fields were planes dlsparood . At 

Kenot'Jhe aoT.e VP plMea .,.ere, h.o.,.ever • 'IW)Oro, in the v·~ter . Tht~y. tf)o , t"ero 

destroyed by naehlnl' mm Nre, ueeinA lnc~ndlory b'lll•te . Con equl'ntl)', 

"'""t of t.he;c .-ere nut out ~r Mtion by the enc.,y In tho initiel -...,ap. 

R•naora OD oll nf the Noldl .. er• he•vily ~"bed &nd lllllny of them C'l:llt>letely 

-.rroclcod , At Rlclclt., Fl.eld a Yery large berreeks bulldin" ..,s burned nth 

beaT)' toss ot life. The heAviest cnou•ltlea in the Nnvy •·ere Incurr ed 

aboard abips subjected to t orpo4o •ttock, The bulk ~r the d•~~g• d~ne to 

the neet raw done by torpec!oea and not by bombs , a .... e ahlos belnr hit by 

four or more torpftrtoes . With the ROl e exception or the Arizona , ~obs 

provt'd ineffectual In causinp serious demM·e. 

M~oy or the O"''ieera nnd aen ~ r the ere>"P 1t!ten their ehlDS wt~re 

set afire wer e compelled t o take tn tha 1'ftter. A nry consid~robl" nUJ:Ibar 

rere trap~ed belo" decks ~bosrd the Okleh01'18 and thfl OtBh , b~th n r which 

B)' euttlcp throu"..l the bott""' nt these ~ • essale , rhUe the 

attftCk T~B in prn~ress , twenty s i x additlonol men ~ere rescued ftlive , 

TbroUPhout the action , s!!edl ~~ts fro,. "thor ships and trom the berber 

swa~ oYer the ttarbor eJ1611aed In t he re~cue or nen who Yore dri • en ,...,r­

bo•r4 trom their ships , The rescue or men from dro.,n lns and the roeovery 

and awift treat!'lent or the •oWI4ec! r•s cnrried on throUFhout the eng.,ge,.nt 

- 8 -
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bJ bo'l-th ~~~• r.orle •aS dTtll .. na .. lt.b tt<te ...:r..-un ,nll.AntrJ. '!rMr"-"1 

ho1ptta1 qmn•tflra •·•r• pro.-ldtd ln halt " 4nun dlff~'~Nnt. p~cee lUll tbe 

~!2~ .,....... c.r.S tor ~U'. Btceu.e or tte 1-lu,.. DU!Ibf!r ot a.,t~ec .. 

"1tltd ead , ""'"1 betnp burnet b'JOrw:l r eel)jl'n1t1on "'!Yi 111 lltr,. .n.,bcr t.Y1nr 

bfW"n plelt..St up tn t~e hub?r Ul'lf'fiMpiubht a~er aanral cb11 ht the Wlllt.tr , 

ltYertll buD:tr•t ftre bw'1e4 11:1 a O:'l!ft)ft CH1't 0:1 CoYe:rD."'!eftt l.afld tdjoilllU tl:t 

J~"7 y~ . Whtle 1 wa1 otlll t.h.ro bod tot wore belnt. rtoonrod. fro-:~ tht •t~t.tt. 

-.ut .. u...,.. tn a eolli!tUoa 'llbteb :-nwa1.e4 ldetttltlo•tlon. Dltpo,etttoru~ "''tde 

bf t.h OOnr!WindMt or the l4t~ t:r-.nl Otatrtc\ (Adt!ltrel lloek'J wen •deqUflt.e •u-.:1 

ure ett1cient.l.T C~trrto4 out . 

or t.be eVbr. W•t.ue.tpa t.a ~earl P•rbor ,....., tbe at.t.•C't •• ...,..,, "tt 

1 DftoeMbm; , three alcaper\ 150r10UI d"me~t 1'1'1'\d dan ptlt. ~ ata 'n a Ul@tt.er Ot • 

r. ~. T fl e a!"e ' "'- ~·•:rylan4, Plr!MJl'rMlft , en4 t.t.e Tenn..,ee. T"'• 
Nt.,..da ean be relaoct ta e CIOnth , erxt rill t.'lltn r6qulre 111 eotrpl.e&.e t'ln-rbloul. 

Tht Callf'oTnS.. can t,. f'tlllflltd in tt'O '1Dd "ne-Mitf •"'Mba, "'n4 1.1'1ea ~t be 

•lntt '"_,"'7 repaln ta. or41'r t.o nDil .,,r to tfltt l'wol"'1"'1.e ~.,.,.\. ror • 

Jttr' " o Tf'trMut. The West. VlTR1nt.f'l con M l'fthod ln t.hr•• Wll);tbe , o.rtl "til 

reqvlr• • '/OAr am • belt t.o t.wo ~ear· f/)1' o-..rhaul. 'l'h• ona~caa. tllbtc!t ....... 

OTert.urned , u. 11 eet.t-.ttd ceo be rebed to t'IMI.r •,.ct.ba , lftle&.h._. abe •111 

bt ""rtb. OYt~rhl\ul cannot. be 4et&J"!"11ned DQW, Tho .ArttOM t• a t"'~hl 'lrt'fiOit, 

ller t'brw.rd ,..,....uce ~T'lD£ urlocSed ct'ter •~"~• Js.e4 be• d~ed b7 botJa 

torpedo•• and bollb11 . The C<tloredo """ o" tbe Paet ttc CMUt tor ')r-rM.ul. 

"l'htll't ... re at.s erult:e-ra to the brb...,r et t.he U.ae ~r tht "~t.hct-. 

The Detroit. put. "" lttoo~ 11t. aACe u4 l.e u:tla.j\U'ed. Tbt tif't' 02'ltfloa ,.011 t.~t 

91'111 l"re.t~cleco are oo,.. rtfL4Y t.o 1-0 t.-1) lft."'. , The Honol ulu wtll be readY t') ft 

l)rff".......-r tot,. Th.e 1!•1• • .-•• 'badl.7 d_.., .. M4 ,...,. nqaJ!"e • ..,. er.r.!Dt . 

9 
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She •t-11 bot Tf"I'J~Y t.o f.f'J t.ho V.ctr1c coaat tor ,,Yflrhaul Otet111ber :"lat. . 

The Ralel~ l'tlt tloodtd t.hroU&hout. her nachlntl'f a peeN ud teriou.ly 

taJu~ to. othr ~•P~<"ta, It 1a n-uaated. aht .. ut tt. raacty r,l' t.be trtp 

to t!le Pt.ettte eo .. n for 01'flr~ ... ul Otl Juua.ry J!,t.b. 

"ftlere •ere "" 4ert.l"'Tera lD t.U bftrb:lr at. C.he u .. ot t~A .u .. ek, 

Snen or these pu\. '0 CM a\. nnet ~laS "r~ \UllDJv.r~ . 1"bb Ctthlft .a4 t.he 

l)oo.rnN "'r 'fil 1D. tbt .,.~ d17\bek .-tt!l. the Pe.nnaTlftnta. &,.bt dutr,oed t'or 

the P¥!nnay1Vflnlft blt t.ht t,.,. doatr.,..ra "rw'l t.I\Ul\1 wr•ckld bnth or t.hfll"l, 

Alt.hoUP)I lnth 4natrl'lyftt rer o b"dly bu.rrw' , ttro.;t. tin t1r)lt.fnr work u vee 

the Pel\Oa)'l~n '" rro. aey dt~"lftr:t , The d•ttr,,.r Shtw Wit tn the flottt Us& 

drr-oc1c at t.htt t.t .. t nt the •t.t.aek. All flf t.htt tblp f"l"WVd ~r No . 1 at.ac:k 

1lll.t' ae:r1?ua1.1d""'Uil"ocl or bl"''lfti 3ft. The •f\er"'O'rt. ,, t.":e ahtop, it at.tU lftt~t. 

and: e~ b- .. hflllr:W, aM a UMr eect.to~ e"ra bt bull\. ~ r~l.lea U.t. !""rt. I'Jt 

tho ~lp n~ ttatr·~. 

1'he rUnt lAyer OIP)ala ,.. .. 1T1n8 I*)Ort!IS OUU1dt tbe Hel M , MIS 

.rf!Celvod tbe impact or the "~rpodo attack deat~nefl ror the orulcer. Sbo te 

• totf\l lOifl , Tl'ln etroplu• t•l'l<tar Cl.lrtla , ..,l'ltch ""' bol!\bfld and trt.j urd by rtre 

et.Art.ed 111hfa, 8 t.'ll"'*'f) rl•nt pl1&%Wed 1Dto her ~rMt , f't U 'bt l"'IId1 f'br UrYJ<:t 

o!! Dtee.bn 17n. ,..,,. Tf"t.al , ,.,te !)f t~• .latt•• <'It tht ,,.te. l'!llc..b ...... d.v­

t~te:! , •tU be ""47 u r..o tl"e Plletrtc C?t~&\. on D«'t-:tber 11t!l f'-rr OY ~ttl. 

'!'ht old bftt:t.1•1'1lo U~'t, 11111htch had be•a. ~Yu'tfld tot.., • treltlllll •hto f'l)r 

f! U t ...... treraR tGJJtrurrttna , te • t."'t•l lo ... 

m!i?.R.AJ nr:SJ!RVA'ntr.s. 

'l',.h"t'' .,,.,, M fltt.tlllf't. by tJ1t.'ber N\"'llr,1 t(t~~:~et .,r Cf"nflr fll Short. tA 

dtbl the laek !)( • at~ .. tt or rl!lftdhU!tA t'ol' the 11lr fttt.I\C't . Bn\.h ll'd!Uttt4 
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trM~~el.7 unlllrf"l1 booe,.u .. ,., tho ror•t. t11at.•-nre "Ueb the 1,.f'll. .-.,_ald h"l"" t.., 

tra•"J to ~ko t.h .. ~tt\.lflt>k, "'nd the C'"nllllq'IODt. "Tt'l"''lur~'~' ..,r •~toh ~ ""''\r t"o'lrtoe t? 

aU.4el: •• ett•artfll! U. t'"I'Uld be ._.,. 1a t..~• Ji't!" •tt. . 

or c:t~ur~o, tho tl• t. llfUin• .,r ,.reoao "'"'tut eir ot.tact: CI)Mllt.• .,t 

a'bl to U. M-7 ~r -:.to. 4•fe .. •• 1f tl:o hl•.M , to dtM "" ,.,. ... 4l't'M'01o'JoD ,r 

t.ble t7Pf' bel"tro the nutbrll'\l- or tho lllU' , t.l'l tho P.rttteb , the Cblno .. . t.ro 

DUVb .. ~ t.ho Ruutea•. 

T'\o D~ "-l ••poa ,.,..,IEiflt. !tlr ,u.-e\: '" fii!IM'UIIIt• •Dd .-ell dte-

pr•nf'd eoMht,.nth r.,r t.h.,.e ~. 

Thertt ""' cn1dent. ID both Al"'\1 ,.,n4 li"'" ftnly a vory ellrbt fl"*l1flollt 

or ttp:rtll:ca.lC!ft .,r ~ o•• .. elr ,.t all , •ad ne!t or ArV or r..-?7 .....,.. tn • Mel­

t.tl)fl ~r re!dtn• • t!«<~trSo or t.l'l.te fHlln•. 

It ("r~D.QI'It. be t.oo f'ltroftRlY tll"'phaeh.~ Lb111t. t.buo "' ~~Jntlebh tl) 

u .. •~"'!JJiT 1D OalM 1.'Mbebl.T t.t.o .,1rt. orttete.e:t. rt n c"t.mm u be r~ "n7-

•l'loN 1n t.to .Pertc .. n po~~•••lQca , du. "" Ut• p,..,.ntto o r 1'e17 lar,:;e ~bn'• 

ot ftUen 1&Pf'llllft, '""• 1ntellipenee ""ric. tl'lnt by t.h.11 nn.h C"'\UIIll Nlf'"'re 

Uoe .. u ... et . pr •tded t.he 1• 

det~t~ to pl~n tbe e~~ok. 

a.•• ~...,. .. ltb euott ~..,..to•,..• ... r Jllll :»e•fltllrJ' 

't'hto tnolucS~ u~tct. d.IU'te hl'l"1nr aun"""'r7 

'PI'•tttn.a rtf ,ht,. _,on tn Jtf'rl ll"-rbo\r , O'l'f'IICt. \t)C:Ilt.lt~.n ~r •U 4~tenaea, !'"1tn 

u 
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p01<er and nltllberoWI otbor d otalle . P..rere eootured t'r>~• the 111pnnoso oub -

rrlne tlu!t ran eeh.,re lndle.•te thet th~ exeet position 'If n011rly every eblo 

In the borbor ~s known ~nJ ehnrt&d , •nd ~11 the neceeeery d•te ~ ~~rillt•te ~ 

eub~rine nttcck res in 1npnnere pooeeeeion. It is •n 1nteroetiDP. f"ct thrt th• 

Uteh "t the tt,.,e of tho •ttMk oecuplr><\ o berth norm~lly uoed by en atret-nrt 

Cl\l"rier , nnd abe ..,. .. 0!\1Jlk ftftd lw e t'>tAl lose . The r'lrk '>f tho rtrtb c<>lWIIIl 

ertlets to Hewell hee only bern onrr>ach~ In this ~er by the euoc•nP nf a uS3-

ilar M"'lUP in l/'>l"Vl'Y . • Insert : l'>!re l!"l - next pore horPto . 

Tbe fiR)ltlnlll spirit of tho oro•·~ 11boord •hlp end Mhnrn • .,,. superb . 

Gun oror• rC).'ll81n•d •t thoir station dth their F'UD8 In eetlon until they slid 

into the rater fro• the O~lah~ • s deck "r ~ore driven overboard by :rtree on 

other ahire . 

cue ~-ork OI\ViJV• tbe Uvea <>f tht> M~n •·ho roro driven ovcrbn.rd T:tlllo ho h.,.vie•~ 

f1Phtlnr •-no ~oinr ?n. Some o f the eri'V "t the Uteh , PWftPt fl"ol'l the ~"ek 'lf the 

in •n •ttaek on the en~ r>rees . Although elrd only In tholr un-f'rclot~~~~, 

they lna1rtad on joining the creTs or the ~retroyere ~hlch rtacuod the~ n<>d •rnt 

t.o r 0"'· 
Tl>c e voeu.tlon tlt the · ·oundrd .,,., lh~ rrscue or '""n l't->m ~r•rnln~ •·• 

cfl!rrted ,n •lth IJ'JCh ru~rb oottr~~re 1uv! •tf'ctency ~s tn t"XCtte unlY~"'rSI\l ~~~tf!~1~­

tion , •nd eddlti~ruol h?n~lt•l 'cc•MMOdet!ona ~re quickly "r'Yid~ ~o th•t the 

-.-oun~•d could be e•rod ror ea repldly 110 they • ere brou~ht neh.,ro . 

The reti!.)Yftl nr the c?nvalencent •·ounded to tho "'•lnlrnd promptly In 

IJip..rettvo . I r('C?.,...,rnd thet tho Sol•ce ehoul.d be load~ l"lth thene con..,.lu-

cent mun<led •t ?n<e ani bMU#'J>t t'> the •~••t o1 til or ~lth'>ut eac,rt . 

1" 
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Th.- r~"~Mrt~ l'lttiiiiiPLf'1 11-Ml!'lf: ftO ~be ....-t c '"'t. .,t ~:ru. 

Mf'r Lat'tlualel .,.. u et'!'?rt oa \.t.e part Pf 111peact'• f1 tt. ta c!llu.t.t.u 

t.o dlr~\. tho eff'l)rt.a ot the u . e. tl'lll!lt f'!'lrt'fllt .... sea ~Dd ,,. lut"e t.htrt 

bet"'re un.aLD lUt.,L r-rrcee 11Dd.e·r R• .. r Ad~Nl o-r..d natbelt ~· YtC au., 
,r tht rer"'1""te.! lflndtnr.a. 11111 l'llltll' .-ere t.urn.,cJ ""' Juet. fU"113r tl') t.h .. 

l.lt.unCibl~ ot" nu.-"'ber ~tr ~~"'t"ill b7 -tt1tr 111u.,..rtne1 , •hteb t.Ot"l"~"•• 

... re at,.bt.e b7 t.''u• ••••eta ,1!1 lw't•lr'!'!l Dra.,..l' • "'ne. 
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'i'his '"' Ukev·iee tMie 

of hundr~~" ~r eit iliftn ~~11yoee in the Tnrd , ~ho partiei~te: in the fire 

fi"htillf' ~nil r~seue """" rr.,.. t>" bel'iMinA ">f the nthek. 

It is o f ail'nitie•nee to n~te th~t throurbout the entire engoge­

~ent on ? December , no en~ oir plana dr~poed nny bo~ba on the oil storage 

tanks in Ylblcll hure quant1tieo of oll nre s tore,< . Tbie u~ one nr l:l!llfY indi-

cetiona th1t eppeer to torcshed~" 11 reno.,al 'lf tho J•penose ettllCk , probAbly 

r.ith lAnd~ forces , in the nenr "uture. Every eff?rt to etrenr:then our oir 

defenses , pe.rticularl;y 1n pursuit planea •ad anti - .. ircr~tt e.rtUtory is clem-l;y 

indiCRtM . Tbio llnticlPAtion ?f a ren""'l of the etteck Ia shared by bot'1 

Arrrl7 Md ll~vy Officer~ in llq?llii . AIJ I t'1 tter n f filet , in thft rer.:Cs '>f the 

men in b~th eorvieos i t is hoped tor . Snth ere grimly dotor~ined to a venge 

the trnnchery •·h i eb c?st the livoe of oo many of thoir oo~"<i•s . Instead of 

dampanlnP t'1eir spirits , the J•p•nero attock has 8WOkane~ In tho' a ster n 

spirit .,r reTell/'e th"t ·ould be 11n IIT>'>r~llll~ !tlctor In the ru~ees•l\11 resist­

ance o f any ner eneJll)' ftpproneh . 

SALVAGE Ol'lmATIOIG , 

The snlvnBe operation involved in rei sing the sunken bn~tleshipe 

Is one .,r the 1110at lr.lportant pioceo or detonse work now under roy . Ita 

""l',nitudo ,.e.rrnnte that 1t should r cehe MXilllw:l attention •nd all fec111t1ea 

ill """' po..-er and M ter iel that .. 111 l\lrther Ita expe itloue "Pro.,.esa , 1nclud111/' 

top priorities ror -~tcriol and birb epaed transportation tncilitlee to and 

!'roJO the mn inland nnd lla"1!.11 . 

The Nnvy is fortunate that Lieut . Collllr. Lol'lllel Curtia , vho is an 

Officer in t he !loYal Reserve, and •·h'l 1e ""• ~t the mot expert eolv~ge men in 
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Itt 11 1n 

and 111t.b eort.n1n MUtton~ t., bo 1"o1htol.y r;roTldod , l'!dtq,u~tte "J"f!"Dlr..etton 

t.o e•M'7 OD Ute W">rt dt..b ••Ums IJ't'e4 he• Men "'"~bl..S . 

u Pl'f'lp(ltiar. t.o IO'!'ld to tMrl f!'~rb'\r a lflr~• ff'l~e at ~t.llllllJ' 

""JD'Id JS.tft troa 8t~.J:I Dtfii'O t."t ..-a~tat. Ia t.l':e aa1.,...,., Or'tl'f\t1ont , antt t, be 

t.rata.ect to ~ ~rt. or t'• c-r.,. or , .. , ce• ••l,..,.e •~tP'f' ue to bo e ;.­

plet.M nm eut\Da\. Th.t~ l!l')tt. npld dflliTf"TY t.o the Job Gt •torlel 11nd r-on 

t.o •XJ~Mtt.e t.~ta Ml'f'tllr.o ~ r"' 1e .,.,,.U,.l, .-n I @"• -;::ror "tDP t,., """' nre ~,. 

the pu-eha.ot or c:bnrter ,r t.l'le S .S .LtU"ltne llf tr:e l(llt.a'la ltnt, :1r t '"~"'e 

rlt.her • !lt.111blo ht,h IP ed .,.., el tl') bfl uUlbe4 flr'--rlly r r thla ~trroae. 

SUcb • ar tp: would flln be flnUablo t .r r•tantat• to Ut t.'hllfli5 • t t.N • o 

to."\J.Uo• or orrtetrt elll5 1110n Ybo .rh·,uld bo 0Tf'leu"te1 be""u"' ,r the dllngere 

in t.Ma naeel n )t needed fl')r the tM'Intfu 11' -t"riel fr'or th aat ...... ..,f)fi'MI­

u~n. e111n be uaed tn al"a1..-t in the tf"''n,port.Attoa ... r ~ ""' H"roott . 

Ueut.. C~. cu-U• ta ttte ~r~th'U'tt.y t r t,...e e tl""•tu .,r U• 

roQnlrM r?r t.he Ulv,tru:•t oMtno.t.ioM on t.lte Nc•Mt, Cnll rnrnta, tfM\ V1rRla.ta 

&ad otl•"'--.. 

Rl!F' !11'5 "" :> . Nl":ll 'l"l'nl". 
1be ~•tlbtltty ~r ~ .. netn• ~be Tenet~ on •~l•ft~e4 •esrela ~a 

dl..aewaaM .-ttt t."• ~·u aDil .,.,d, 1.·• ..,_.,t1" t the T•N •t r .. rl ,. ... .,. • • 

A ltar'"entl)n t.h~t. help J!l lfrht be rl!nhre-1 atreet VI ~he ~"'7 Yard b)' Cf')nt1nentlll\ 

Re,.lr T•f'l1• did 11 • -eet. Ylt.h thelr ap..-Mftl ~'t' f"t-I'IMft ~"te\. •CN: C"''l'iif"'~• 

but. tl.o dutrebUtty o r 4Upnt~tae pvt .,r tbe t:.O""t ~?rt 'n 1.-hte St..t.l"n 

l.l> 
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prtnro ahtp rOJI"lr n..'"\la •ul t'"" •• t r"~>-. t. 'ft•• t .,... p.t.a:u l'!l'o t~o 

MOftGlulla Iron •"~rke, t~e Jntn .. bl.ard &t.•e.= !Jo1'1'Jitf(lft C ,_fii.D1 ~tn:S. the 

tun• P..e»cv· , lll.c . Qnl.y ao Wl".b of t.~.oro plAr-t.a • • erf! uaetul ta. 11blo 

I am studyinr t.bla 

t•. 
""rri'l'ftl 1D $en Di•,.,, I "'~'~~l'l ...,.t. b1 tbo C~!'lnll,nt~ -.r t_lop 

em ,;..Y7 Totrd • r~ Jahra4 
~Tal Dlatrll':f"'l'td "'"' "'•" t\o:• ce«'"oa•~rr tnf"?T'!'!WtU<:~n •D4 

taJtroeu~na ta -.o•t. ;,. .. , "" t • lcPrl l .. rtnr 11\t.•~k t, ~Mit. • t~ 't"ll a11te .. 
eo~ me 

.-u~~ord t lOI'!' ~~ a tar "'• roallblo. '!'U• 1nf"l•Jdt4 11ll ,..ve.u" le ,r..,. ... 

111'!\.So:a ~~~t the t-.o "e11 au~rtnoa "bteb 1,..1\t l'f'1'Yl e " af'tr!QWJ ~"~"-MI!Ie t.,., 

tbo ,..~ ('')a&t . ~.!l Y•r' Y""• I laM 
Tbe COII!'VIftlftnt ,r the lF'"'::It~.-;t·'.QH~ unde~Dok t ., 

U't.b end 
p11811 an aU or t.h.ta tntor~tlon to c.'t• COfi'I•IH'I!IIII'I!' or t.ti.,Y lt'th Nrovnl Dtat.rtct 



• 

• • 
(

4
) • • 1..1¥ Ull !Uinl ClftUIOlli bd r e-1.,..., • 'ete!"el ..-rr 

~ Ht """.-bt:r 't'hla, blrt "-~ ......,. ••nta« •4't'·t o':t b7 ;""o Y"r 

'Dti'"Hirt"l1P"''t. 111t ,.14111~ DPt'edoer hla t.~ '.JJ• A:/'!lft .... n.:• reef'J'I*\ a::~n ,.~ 

brorl"' .. ,.. • .,. Uac at.t.l!l"k em tt-.ftt. 1<~~t.e . 

(~~ lor-..:¥ ~r-lr"'\.lorw ,..,,., rorl~•,rl ty lwtl"..-1 ('"l t~r ..,, aa~ .. ,.. 

"bUt tbe Jlfl.y'e -ere br-11ed .,n re•r "\ f 1Uhlr!lllr1r.t •t.t•ttt. r'l•rttt.,ro , oo 

fl6 t!]UIIte nuaurea t-1'11"'ft ~ .. \:on b7 otther rftr'f'1f\fl to ,..HU'1 "~· tnat. " ~ria• 

l\1l" fltt.Mk, 

(41 Rl"<t"'r eq- lr""f'nt II'I"'M•! by 'h"' '•""'Y 1111'111 UlfllJ~l'Y o~t.,.., frtT 

"l'~"'·r perlod. , n.a "'!llT ""fll'""t."~ f'\"n:"'. 4t!'YI•., t.., ':')0 .. . ~ . • ...,~" Ortt1Jbrr 

7tt. T!lt• eb.o11~ 'ti'U a~,;~or1 .. ..S 'bJ Lf\e CtletMl ortte"r, A.Utr-~~t.o illt'.,r-..rtt:e 

of th !lJipr?IU~t" ,t a coac,.ctro'lt.loa ot \f'ttee 1.-'0 •U•• "' O t~e no:-"'~ 

rd.,...t t.o tt'.e Al..r'U'tf\ --~ la.~ll a C_.e\« b7 !'ID1l'r)ff1ctU "~bHM"ft-

..,., DOt Ab:Jtd bf7gnd t.Mt. "'trtt>e. " r ..-u t ~ lllf r:ll!tlOil t::'-'JI!\ ~ 

Jt~f>r d.'lt1.ru: tbe re;.t..r..nt. t ft'"!!;7 ll!l~nt\ t'J t. etr ~ • ._ reef'1Ted v •ut"!a 

'o7 U.• 1>•97 tmt.U ~ denc "~«r ·~~ •Uil~k . 

(&} 1'1'1• rtr.t. erw-rrlee fl\.t.el'lr: . •tMJl"lllri""'WllJ ~n t'he J!l"lof"l,.."l 

?bJe<-L-tYe• , ~"ll'"ht the'!" all e.,l!t'1fllt.!:l1 • !!.f':l'"fJI"rM , tt l'b:-t:-t f'"aur 

"Inti' fill b.,tnrfl the rtr,.t. ,.ntl•f'llrtr,.n. rtr·• by t.~e H~t'fY be,...n . l'lnd f'ltt t.~e 

A.'rfft1 l'lt1"Crll.ft l't~tt.te'l"lU "'t~re tl')t. *"M""" r ,,. t.~flir ...,btl• \UI.itl h1 MAtti no it. 

""' ~~~ l.l"e ~t'lre t.ltetr l'l'ltt .. l'tlrco-,...f"t. '1,._ ~,. .. ,.. •t't•rti'l'"• . 

t6) ~""t .,r tl'e d.•s"re t,') J.rtar ti•U• •M rc..'I'J' •t-"t-1')M .,.~~U1'1"11'11 

d'U'1.W tt.e ttnt. ~~tttlte'Tr, Y"ld+ c:.,!\C..,t!"lt.e4 on JlliUIH1 0 •lrrtelde 111ad. C:~'~"'ltl"l 

•H~. 



• 

• • 

l'llr rtol"• Al'ltl \."~• 1'.-"Pl ltf'ti''I'IJI ~ ttdlJ 11a-I"'''JJi "I'd re nl,.,.. 1" ve 

r cdt'~l l!!:lr'lbtU-... tt a "11' ' 1-4" M!"~M~t.,r tk~'~ r. • .,.. ,. boo.,t.,•.,...."-•'"t. lP! t."'e ,...~ 

trodf'lo f11r ~.,1\'t-1,. \."t I."Q,."'' , ttl'l l"'f.l" r 1~ nf t'T• .\.1"10'"8 ~lr ~~ell OM 

(9) ~e-e I'll." \.ion ... )\1n..S U e OOUI""4':&, 4'"'-"Mih••tl<:"in "n4 

roe-oureetul.netJn n f tbe "t""!:!d ••r• '&If 1'11'11'\ or t~• et•SU~~n; e-.. Jilor es t•!'\ 

(11) l'hfl 111"" or U ro 11-M t.tle ftllMh•r ~Ct ! "'!)l'ri!t!d In thte 

.. tt.ae-k l• • ab~:Hr. .. r.nlt r>t un~.r.t'~••· ~. ,..aMUnr "t ~~• ~~4 

fl.D6 T"l•JM~ h"l'l be"n rri'IIIIM. "n-1 etttctent. . Tit .-oun4td flll.ould \o ,..,.r•Jf't.•• 

u !!-• •lDlltJJII u .,on u ~title. 

( L?) Thfl 1'111\1 Uu "t eOIIIbllltllnt ...,rr11• eb~ald be •\""'l"'.iflt~ to 

tlon . 



• 

I 

.-tU plMo t.he drl!"'"roi vft!lrd• tn re"l)atr btort.U tn Lhe •hortect. fl"llrlbl,. t.t,.e, 

(H) R"t11elr f'tlctUtiea ~re ftJOqtliiU t.o f\I'OftPt.11 C:tuT1 "'Ut .,ueh 

reptttn r~a ~tre t.o be ~<te on tbte """'""1 st.etlon. t.uxUtarr reJ)I!tr Clle1Ut1u 

f' t'e under coneide.r-1\"t.lon t.t) relle"tft t.hf'l Tl"nl f'r"'"' aMll Cl"''f't. >'~lld r,, le• .. en t.h., 

eon~en'trf'ltton l) r "Ol!.&ele ,.t ane h,.roor . 

(10) In vi.,.. ~r t.tln t~t.t.11o1t ,.n4 t.ho aertQue ll"m"Ae tnfltotM by 

tt , th• uaotl•ln"e• 111nd "'""'ll.llbtlH,y or t.Ma H~YIIIl St.nt.ton nuat. be r,.et.n1tflt1. 

It.• At'l' c!eteMea el.st be atrt'nrt.ht~nfld. lr-.e ll'ltel:r by the l'l ... l),.tc:b .,r "" m.ny 

f1_,ht.or pltlnoe IHMi ant.tef'!irornrt FUM "" CM bfl f!M!,.n~ c.o it. SD~>ell'l 

defon.oee rf"lPilrutt. ,..rtol t'O't'"Jedo•. ruch n11 bt~lli"JCn ~rr•tt•ea N'd deeop fltt~~tt.e tA 

be- m.'Httrd nlonl".fllde l.trpnrtern. corsbfttaat. '1!11 ta ~rust 'be develored . Pend in • 

t.We etudtes eDd the Nld.h.ton .. r eet.ief'llet<Jl'Y ur~t.arda, no lll.NPt~ CI)OCM-

t.rr~t.lon or Sn.val ves6ela e"'n be permitted fit. P~rl Hl•rbQr . 

(16) 'tbis et.t.~o1t Jt~til f'll"l!'ll'lee1:-e4 t.'n,. <'O!!tpltte.neafl ..,r the to~v~l 

and mU1t.l'lr1 turor"'tt~tlnn 1n the bltoda or tbft z,.JM-O.ae, t.be metlculml• 4"tflil 

of th,fr J)l.ool)S or "ttn.ek, l'lnd tboir COW'OII:et , t~billtt r~-nd rmatture~f\llntU'-1' tn 

l't -



THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASH I NGTON 

December 14, 1941 
1210 

l.!E!lORANUIDI FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Colonel Knox has not taken off from 

Midland , Texas , yet , Weather chart shows 

foul weather there . A messa~e to Anaoostia 

states he will probably t ake off at 1100. 

On that basis , earliest arrival Washi n~ton 

about 2130. 

Secretar y Knox wi ll be i nformed on 

landin~ at J~acostia to come di rectly to the 

WM t e House . 

Respeotf\tlly, 



WJ1THE WHITE H~:. 
,~ WASH I NGTON 

n.~~ber 14 , lt41 
1840 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHING TON 

December 15, 1941 
1700 

tJAVAL oormUNICATIONS REPORTS -

Radio Honolulu in communication vnth 

We.ke , Johnston, Palmyra, Cnvita , Samoa and Llidway. 

Not vn th Gulll!l . Honolulu sanding blind to 'IInke , 

and r eceiving r eceipt ther efor later, Report as 

of 1645, Monday , 15 December . 

~~-Q_ 
Lieutenant , U. S. N, 

Watch Officer . 



T l"' l!: W I"' IT I!: I"'OUSI!: 

WASH I NGTON 

Doee~ber 16, 1941 

Subject : lee Conditione in tho Ser in" Sea . 

Exc~pt in hayo and aholtored places , the ice conaloto of 
detached fiolda , f l oea and oakes , continual ly i n motion . At no ti~e 
ia the see one oontinuouo oheet of i ce . 

The &eneral aouthern liait of the ice io from Br istol Pa~ 
t o the west end or St . Geor&• '• l eland (southern one or the Pribiloffs) 
and thence about W~~ t o the Si ber i an shor e . As a r ule , no hea.y ice 
will be encountered oouth of the Pr ibiloffa. 

Extremes: ln a hea.y winter , ice jetts han blocked Fa he 
Paos (between tiril=ak l eland and tip of Alaskan Peninaula) . In a 
mild winter U.S .C.G. OI~LAN haa made trip fro~ Unalaoka to Pribiloffa 
and return without encounterinr ice , during Febr uary . 

Subject : ltalio.n 11nor - CO!lTE BIANCO!.:O . 

The Italio.n 11n&r CONTF. BI AIICO .. O, which was aehed at 
Po.naca , is still under~oin~ repairs in that por t . One turbine ia 
in the States for repairs . 

Tho vessel ia stil l ln tho hanca of the r&riti•• Co:adaaion. 
J)a te of COl:lpletion or repair• 1a tentativel:- s et at January lS , 1942. 
As pr esoctl:• scheduled , l t 1o to be r eleased to the l'nited Stateo Uneo 
for aerrlce to the fl'ni tad Yinrd0111 , 

Rupectfully , 
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~J'I"'' ' 
(Message phoned by Colonel 
December 16, 1941 . ) 

Thamaaen at 11:15 p.m., 

From Naval Attache, Kadrid, dated December 15, 

1941, 4:45 p.m. 

Despite rumors to the contrary there !a no evidence 

in Spain or Bordeaux-Iran area that Germany plana an im­

mediate invasion Iberian peninsula. Preparations begun 

early fall have ceased. German forces Bordeaux-Spanish 

frontier remain unchanged at 2 l/2 division of Landwher 

troops . The Ministers of Marine, Air, Under Secretary 

Foreign Office and officers Spanish general staff have 

been personally interviewed during past week by the 

Naval Attache. All these officials express optimism 

concerning Spanish possibilities and determination to 

remain out of the conflict. However all are concerned 

over future developments in French North Africa. This 

anxiety baa been growing recently due to successes of 

Brithh and pressure of German Ambassador Madrid to ob­

tain definite oollllll1tmont from Suner and Spanish general 

staff to secure Spanish cooperation w1 th Germany in the 

event of an attack by the democracies against French 

North Africa, Dakar, casablanca, or outlying Spanish or 

Portuguese ialanda. 111n1atera of llarine, Air and Under 

Secretary 



... 

- 2 -

Secretary of Foreign Office have all made positive state­

mente to the Naval Attache that Spain had made no military 

commitments whatsoever with Germany. The Attache believes 

these statements but is convinced that Suner aa well aa a 

limited number of army and air offici als favor cooperation 

with Germany in event of any direct threat to above­

mentioned territory. Spanish determination to resist 

German pressure grows with each democratic victory. 

Suner •s tenure of office still 1n balance . END OF 

MESSAGE 



-
THE W HIT IE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, ')1 Doo ... bor 20 , lqn 

~ II"!'ORANDtn..l FOR 'l'IP P~I'SJ !lF:liT 

The attached memor~ndum &1ves the 

preaent •t~tus and pllno ror tho Daniah 

Oovorncent Tr&in1n~ Ship DANUARK , aa requested 

by tho Preaident . 



./.. 

Op-23E-'UJ' 

GeNFIDENliM. 
CijHflf3EtfTIAt-

SUBJECT, 

NAvY DErAH'rMr;NT 

OPl'lCP. OP 'I'TIE CIIIEF OP NAVAL OPERATIONS 

WASUJNCTON 

December 18, 1941 

Danieh Govemment. Tr&inillc Ship DAll'..JJU(. 

1. Characterist.ice• Grose tonnace 777, nat tonnage 555, 

length a t water line 188. 6 tt., beam 33 ft ., depth 17ft. , ap~ed 

in smooth water abo11t 6 knots. Altho111h fitted with a ei.x cylinder 

diesel engine , this 1a ~ely awdliary !or the pu.rpo.se of keepin& 

way on when the sails cannot be 11.sed. 

2 . Aclm1.ral \;aesche advises present plans !or this ship, 

ot which the St ate Depart.nent baa been !lllly in!ormed, ares The 

n asel b to be docked at Jackaonville , f'lorida, and the cost o! 

dookiQg i s to be paid by the preeent Danish C~ptain who has funda; 

the veaaal 1a then to be bro111ht f rom Jacksonville to the Coast 

Gllard Academy at !lew London. Upon arrival tbera, the Danish pez-­

sonn.e1 ia to be t.alcen off the ship and the Danish payroll and put 

on the payroll or the Coaat Guard in ciTil1an stat11.s . Tho Coaat 

Guard w1ll thereafter utllise the ehip for the p11rposa o! trainin& 

Coast Guard cadets . 

3 . Admiral r.aascha advisee the veeeal will be unallitable 

ae a weather station vaaael, primarily because o! her l ow speed. 

/r.v '"" ?n -"""" t\. 
W. S . FAiiBER'"21 "'-... 

i' D . .... 
,.1 " • 0. 9 ( /2·/~8 ) 
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TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

Deoember 2) , 1941 . 

Mll40RANDOM FOR THE 

SECRETARY 01" Tfi:E NAVY: 

Will you speak to me about 

th1e? 

F. D.R. 



NATIONAL HEAOQUAf!r£RS 

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 

TW&NTV·FI AST 4ND c STAI 'CTS NW. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
1»..-..r 20, 1941. 

IIDICJWllltlll Fa! THB PRI!SIDXNT a 

!'be att&alc 'bJ t.be Jap&DN& on 1».-ber ? baa brOQ&bt U.. 
peopla oL the lhlited Statu t.o a hi8ll petri.ot.ie rerygr. 11u1 in all 
walD of llfe are t.eyi.llc t.o .U:e an indi'Widual daoiaion ae to their 

part in the aolutioo of tbe Nation'• probJ..a. ll&ey haft reached 
that daoiaion and the reeruitinl at&tiooa are crollded with MD aeeJc.. 
in& t.o enter U.. &riled fcreea. In lllloD,y inatanoea they are IIICID of 
aWla wbo • beNld at&y in ar production or Tital o1Til.1an aot1Tit1 ... 
Tb1a teDda t.o 'OJidu.l¥ diaru.pt T1 tal war indl.l.atriee and aa .. ntial 
eiTiljan aet1Titieeo AD appropriate acaoey oL &~t eboul.cl 
dee1de wbere beat tbe ind1Tidu&1 -.y &&rft hie ll&tioo 1a t.ot&l ..... 

!'be fUll utills&tian oL OW' M~l' in OW' preMnt _,. 
effort require& tb&t the .. leotion oL MD for tbe ~ forces or 
their deferment beoeWI& of c1Ti.Uan aot1Tit,- be datel:'lll1ned by a 
ayete.tie and ordarJ.¥ Mtbod oL ae1eotion. Th1e da'l'ioa 11 found 
in tb& S.leotift Samoa s:ret.. 

!be Secretary oL -.r bae amoanoad a eeeaation of J.zJq 

reOZ'\litinl, effeotift when tbe preeent Wft oL entbWiiaea 1e OT&r, 
but tb&t 11 not •DOU&bo It 1e &d'l'ieable that all reeruitinl .,..... 

I do not ~ tb8 poaition that ll&'t'Y end Mlrlne Corpa re­
cruit-in& abould atop 1 rdiateJ.:r. Recruiting for tho .. aerTicea 
lligbt ao on ror a reaeonable period, tbWI affordin& tbe ll&'t'Y &Dd 
Mlrlne Corpa fUll opporlwlit,- to adjuat tb&rree1fte t.o the abandon­
Mot of reOZ'\litinl &Dd tbe adoption of tbe 11ft' l)'lltarr of pr~nt. 

In tbe laet. ..,., ae :rou 1lill reoall, tb& prob1• waa ao1ftd 
pie; 1 11. !'be UW¥ atopped reOZ'\litin& MD of drart ace in I»­
ber 191?J &Dd all reOZ'\litin& for tb& u.,, li&'t'Y end Mlrlne Corpe waa 
atopped in AUCUIIt 1918. It 1e bel.ined that .. aboW.d benefit b)' 

that aperianee wbiob, coupled with our preaent lalcod&d&&, indie&tea 

=~ ~-~ .... ,, '~.-!~;!~ 
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