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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ju~ 1, 1942 . 

v 
MEI.IORANDUM FOR THE NAVAL AIDE b\.ef-ii-

c.o'~ r 
Captain Swasey expects t o haveAin his next 

60 day period ending July 13th, a t midnight, 

100 PC boats and YMS (Motor Minesweepers) , divided 

as followsz 

28 - 173 footers 
37 - YWS 
35 - 110 footers 

The above are not cumulative totals but 

represent a new batch. 

He may fall down on one or two but does 

not think so . 

The above figures represent boats to be 

delivered to the Government, whereas his first 

list covered those finished at t he contractor' s 

yard. 

Captain Swasey will give you a CQSplete 

list of the finished boats on July 14th. 

Captain Swaser pointed out that the YMS 1 s 

(Wotor Minesweepers) can be used very effectively 

as submarine chasers b,y adding depth charge racks. 

F J T 
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THE SECRETARY Of' THE NAVY 

WASH I N G T ON 

Jul,y 7. 1942. 

!m!ORANU/ll ! or tho President: 

Subject : Report on Eru.isted Personnel, United States Navy. 

1 . T~ estimllted number o! enlli tod :r.en in active 
service on June ))1 1942, is as indicated below. For basis o! col!l-
parison, the actual number in active service on !Aay )1 , 1942, is 
also included: 

Regul.o.r 

Retired 

Flee t Reserve 

Gther Reserve 

The Pres1.dent 
T~ l'ibite House 

June ))1 19/.:2 

268,500 

7,283 

9, 378 

270,000 

555,161 

Net Gain 
llaz 311 1942 For l.!onth 

262, 759 5,741 

6, 800 1.:83 

9,1.:00 (-) 22 

237, 000 33,000 

515, 959 39,202 

Very respectfUlly 1 
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8th July , 1942. 

My dear Admiral , 

In view of the att ention which is being paid to the 
appearance of divergence between the policy of the Navy 
Department and that of the Admiralty on the publicat ion 
of shipping losses I thought i t might be useful if I 
gave you the Admiralty views on this subject. 

IVe started, as you know with a policy of complete 
frankness , giVi~ regular and carefully checked figures 
of si nkings in t erms of tonnage. As time went on however, 
t he wisdom of this practice became more and more doubtful. 
Cl early the enemy regarded our sea comnunications as a 
fundamental object for their attack and equally clearly 
precise information of the degree of success they were 
achieVing was - and is - of the greatest value to them. 
How valuable can be judged merely by considering what it 
would be worth to us to know accurately the shipping 
losses i n tonnage of the Japs - and our strategy is mo re 
dependent on shippi ng even than theirs. None of our 
enemies have at any time made statements of any 
significance about t heir own shippi ng losses. For these 
reasons we finally decided entirely to stop publishing 
our losses when a favourable opportunity occurred last 
year . There is now a further reason against publicati on, 
since it looks from the global German claims as if t hey 
have genuinely overest imated the amount of damage they 
have done since we ceased giving out our figures. Vie 
know from our own experience how hard it is for pilots 
of aircraft and captains of submarines to determine 
correctly the results of their attacks. It woul d seem 
highly advantageous t hat the enemy should be left to give 
themselves creait fo r t his marg in between what they 
really have sunk and what they think they have. 

As we understand it, t he policy of the U. S. 

Admiral H. R. Stark, U. S. N. 
D!OWBIFIID 

/Authorities 
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"""'' .. J::c Dat o APR 1 3 1973 



• 

Authorities is to tell the Press of individual sinkings, 
without tbe tonnage, in each case where the Press are 
likely to be aware of the loss either thro~h contact 
with survivors or through interceptton .of d1stress 
messages. After the way in which our own policy has 
evolved1 we can sympathise with the Navy Department in 
this atLitude, and I can assure you that we have a very 
ready comprehension of the difficulty of restraining the 
Press on such matters. Indeed, as you have no doubt 
noticed, there is at present•a· considerable agitation in 
Press and Parliament over here for the resumption of 
publication of shipping losses. The supporters of this 
campaign are of course making great play with the 
announcements which have been and are being made in the 
U. S.A. Although these tactics ignore tbat the Navy 
Department statements deal only with numbers and then 
only partially, they will of course provide a talking 
point for those who are seeking to change the policy of 
H. M. Government. We do not. intend to make a change for · 
the weighty reasons I have mentioned above and because 
the people would not be getting a true picture of the 
situation unless they knew also the amount of replacement 
baing actlieved1 which we have never given in publ ic. 
Nevertheless iL seems likely that the pressure for 
disclosures over here will continue so long as publicity 
continues to be given to losses on a fairly large scale 
in tha U. s. A. as at present . 

If therefore you agree that the enemy gain more than 
we do from publicity about our shipping position it would 
be of the greatest assistance in ma1ntaining our po licy 
if you would use your influence, whenever suitable 
occasions occur, to urge the Navy Department in the 
direction of restriction rather than expansion of the 
information which they give out on this subject. Similar 
considerations apply of course to announcements about the 
rate of naw building but I am not sure how far the Navy 
Department is concerned in that. 

Yours si~~ 



KING 

C 0 P Y -- LONGHAND SENT ? 11"~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1942 . 

To get me a report on weather 

for next 3 or 4 months in Alaska , 

Aleutians , Siberia, Kamschatka , 

etc . Ask Reichelderfer . 

F . D. R. 
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SECRET t "'k"f2 .. -;, ~·~-;:' ~ 11 

:U,ud&y. 14 Ju1y. The Secretery of tho lla-ry end t ho ~ II' f. 
Deputy Chlo.f of Staff of the Collllll6lldn in Chlof !lew to Booton and A \ 

inopected tho Diotrict l!oadquartero, the In•hort Patrol, the Section 

Baot and the .Ur Sta.tlon at Squant=. L&ter, &t !ltv York, they ln­

opected tM J'rontler l!o&dqv.artero, t ho Section Baot at Sta.ten I ola.nd 

and Floyd Bennett l1eld, 

'i't4Au4Ay. 15 Ju1x TM:r 1nopected Cape Ma1 Section l!aoo, 

tbt liaY&l Air Station and D1otr1ct Oper-.Hnc !leedquart.ro, Laur , at 

llortollc, tb~ inopocted the Diotrict Heedquarttre, the Section Ba.oe 

~t Little Creek end the laY&l Air Station. Thence to the Air Station, 

Cherry Point and then proceeded t o Charloeton Na-ry Yard, Dietr1~t 

Beadquartore, tho Section Baot and the Por t Captain1 o office, " 1 

l,'lmrtda;r. 16 July. At Mi .. 1. thl)' inopocted Froathr 

Re&dquartere, tbt !ll.baarlae Cbaeer School and the lln&l .Ur Station 

at Opa Locka. Later , at le:r Voet, the So~U~d School, Co!>YOJ' Co11ter, 

Con•o:r AnchorAf;e , S\lb10arint Baoe aAd ·tTa•a'i s't:.iion, .. 
• 

Con;•pd of J,ptl-bbFAfint Optrationa · ~·~ 

The anti-oubmar1ne comm&l14 io voll orsan1ze4 and wor~1DG 

well a t all placu, except Charleoton. Oharleoton baa no Al'IQ)' Air 

Corpo con \rollor in tht Be&dquar tere office, end 1o &leo 1\lfferin& 

fro• lack of diroctmaaunicat1on with and direct control onr eoce 

ot the Al'IQ)' air !ieldo in tht diotrict, fhe •ariouo coaaand actiYitioo 

are ecattered, •••• bt1ns at the l1a•7 Yard, othtre at Yarioue placet 

in the city of Charleoton. The Comoandant , vho reported a fev weeko 

ace, it tully aware of t he de!ecte ~4 it t&kinc correetiYe etope. ~ho 

Charleeton ccamand ia tho l oaot actiYO of any, becauee t hat dietrict 

1o not a atoppinc point in the conYOJ a:rot-. Tho p rincipal act1Yi t:r 
h paeoins ccn•o:re tbrousb the Diotrict under protection of local air 

and u:all neotla, 

P.ftota pf 4nt1-bbgript Jtaetle 

lub11arint chatlra reQuiu an exctooin .. aunt of tiat between 

dtliYer)' and emplorment in actiYo operatione. Tbio it due princ1pall7 

to the poor c:ondl tlon in vhlch th~ art t urned our to the Ocnl'DIItnt, 

'1'o ctn an IUIQ)ltl PC-662 at Booton, turned our on 9 June w1 tb tu 

aa1n enc1nu out of lint vaa not ablt to run until 15 J\llJ, Thh 

condi tlon it btins l.!oproYt4 at tM ehi p bulldere Jain e.xperitnce, 

- 1 -
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The aound gear for the 110-foot eub-chaeera 1e not ooming 
out ae faot ~• the boata and m~ of them are now operating with no 
eound sear a t e.ll . The reaaon 1a t hat the origi nal deoitn wao poor 
and after about 100 oete vera turned out , it wae f ound neceeoary to go 
to a new type which ia not yet in quantity production. The output of 
aound gear wil l catch up with the output of chaaero late in tbe fe.ll . 

TvPte ot Mt1-SUbme.t1no Yeeatla 

The 173-foot chaeero are excellent , but we have yet to find 
out whether or not they are tough enough to atand winter weather in 
the North Atlantic. 

The 110-foot chaaer io en excel l ent veaeel i n moderate 
weather but will not otand winter weather north of Hatterae. 

The 83-foot Coeet Guard boat io good f or work in the Gulf 
and in aome shel tered placeo, but can only atay out about two daye. 

Motor boata eme.ller than 83-foot are condemned by e.ll who 
have ueed them for ~ aervice except lookout at eea in exceptionally 
good weather end tor !>Arbor defenae dutiea. The large number of emall 
100tor boata in uoe are deficient not only in ahe, but &leo in ruued­
neeo, with tho exception of a few that have been opecially built for deep 
ooe. fhhing. 

Cgpxox SVeta 

The convoy ayotem that rune from Canada to Xey Weat baa 
been extrenely effective in protecting ohipa. Loaoea have been very 
few. The weakneaaeo of the convoy oyotem ao a t preeent conatltuted 
are aa followol 

(A) Many ame.ll chaoera are uoed. to reinforce tho few large 
veoaela available. Theoe amnl l craft cannot be uoed in the northern 
aroa a after winter weathor aeta in, at which time there io aomo doubt 
aa to whother there will be enough larger veaeela to till the naedo. 
~en at p reaent, t he eocorto ,..., too weak to deal with a deten>ined 
attack. 
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(I) 'l'here r.ro •&111 ohipo too olav for the eon.,oyo. 
fhooe are liO'fed fro• port to port . in da,ylijtht oDly, unhr oocort 
of o:aall boah. So far, the oyatu baa worked Tory voll but t ho 
oocorto are dancerouoly weak. 

(C) 'l'be eocorh a'baorb 'firtually all Toaoelo auitable for 
ant1-oubJa8l'iDI vorl<, loaTiDfl nry lltUo to bunt do"" oub.._rtnoo 
that are loca ted by direction flndoro and other &oaoo. 'l'beoo 0lr:lller• 

oporatlono are now conducted coatly by atrera!t. 

( D) The &'fiatlon nTailable for antl-oubmarlne vork 
throujthout the entire ooo t coao t and tho Gulf and Caribbean areao 
io far below tho atrencth neeeooerr for efficient vork &«alnot 
eubz&rlnoo. 

Cl yil ,&,lr Patrol 

'l'ho CiTil Air Patrol io boinc operated under Army 4ioei~lino 

Md Army colii:I&Dd. So hr, it hao aecompliohed 'firtuall y nothinc 
but it procleoo in time to become a Tory effectlTo elecant in 
anti-oubmarine VOrl< aa t he pilate CDiD experience. 

lnttpaity o( Operatlooa 

The otandard aimed at io to keep eTery Teaoel at oea at 

leno t t vo thirda of the time. Tbia otandard io not at prooent 'bein~ 
met, except in the eaoo of larcer Toooelt, (dootroyor and corvette 
type), for the follovinc roaeono: 

(A) Novly eomalooioned oUb-chaoero opond fer too auch 
time under repair, duo partly to t he de!ect o inoident to hAotr 
conotruction and partly to lack of experience of the crewe. 

(J) ~ck of eparo parh and opecial repair faeUitioo for 
nov t ypeo of onJ'-n•o unduly prolonc repair perioh. for exc:plll 
General Y.otoro bu aet up at Xey Voot a repair force of ito ovn to 
t ... cb lie.T&l poreonnol hov to o'ferhaul t ho pancake oftll-n•. Vi thin 
the lae t few dii,Ye , tho head of thia unit hae etr t ed that ho could 
do no core vork at Key lleot until be got oomo opecial toolo and 

Jico trors tho General llotoro ractorr. 
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It tbould be eddo4 that the a.1ll h for rroey Ttttol to 

aTera.e two-thirdt o! the time at tea. The number at ••• tluetuatoo 

!roa 4a,y to dq. lt'eey boat thot ean CIOTO &Oet out llhon eubmarinlt 

are aet1Tt, Vbtn eub~ina actiTity dimin1thtt, Teoeelt ere v1tb­

draw to port tor oTerhaul, 

Tba nu:a'bor of Gorau eu'baar1nu operating in the Yutorn 

Atlantic bat riaen etoadily tinct January , when the aTtract 

nua'bor vee 18, to about 48 at tho preoont time, and 1t lo atill 

go1nc up. The doer•••• in tink1nct in coaotal vatoro 1t 1n no 

V&:f due to laelt of effort on the part ot the Genoano 'but to 

i"'J)roTeaent in our ow forcao. 'l'bl.o 'briogo up t a o quuUon of 

conToy routu, At t he preoent time, the conTo:r luu art kept to 

oeavard of tho lDO-tathoa eur-.o in tho Atlantic at aueh eo 

pottible, !he rtaeono tor tbio art to keep out of the votero that 

CAD eaoil:r be ained, to keep froa runniog oh lpo clooe to vell 

detino4 pointe (ouch eo ...,.tterao) where ou'baarineo caD lle 1n wait, 

and to keep northbound and oouthboun4 laneo tlp!U'ated b;r at leaot 

25 mileo in order to pronnt eollioiono. Os.ro h taken, hovOTor, 

to keep the eonTo;r r outoo well within t he area tb&t can 'be coTered 

'by oboro baoo4 Aircraft, 



SECRET 
Durin& the tvo IIODth period eD41QS 14 July, ti.JIIdDC• !D eo .. w 

coDvoyt averaged oDe thlp out of each 550, vhlch Ia a higher clear•• of 
aecurlty thaD vao attaiDed In conYOyt ID the vorld ~ vheD 110re • •corte 
vere anileble. '!hie tnclleatu that t he rout!QS ache .. 1a aowod. .t.l l 
officera CODcernecl feel aure tbot loaoea vould tncreate If CODYOY lanee 
vere soved clooer t o the eoaet. 

!he oituation Ia different I D the Gulf, where vide t tretchee of very 
ehellov vater exiet and the poaaiblli ty of miniDg Ia tllght. In the Gulf, 
t hlppt nc to being routed at much a e pottlble lnolde the 10-fathom curve , and 
I t ie Intended to follow thl1 pract ice even vhen eocorta become &V31lable !or 
Cult thlppln& 0 

Shipping Ia belA« r outed in convoy• wherever t he number of antl-aubmartne 
1h1pa aTallable permit• formation of convoya. Rovever, It 1• not yet po11iblo 
to get all thipol ng under e tcort tor the following r eatonaa 

(4) There are t ome etoential routea, ouch aa thoae to Puerto Rico, 
'st. Tho..._e, l!ritloh Ronclunu, VeDoauela, and potnta 1n South 4Der1ea vhere 1t 
1a DOt yet po10lble t o "'Pl'l7 ucorta. Effort Ia r.ade 1D theae areae to gin 
a1r protection to the unoeeorted veeaele, 

(B) Cargo eh1p• and tankere that can ID&Ice 15 knott or 110re ueually move 
!Dclependently. '1'h1a 11 beeauae t he factor of oafety 1o about ae high tor euch 
veeeele iov!ng alone ae lt vould be vhera they aloved dovn at convoy apeeda , 
vhlch a re never ID exeea1 of 10 knott, 

(()) !!'here are .. ny ehlpl that can make ouly 7 lcnot1 or leu. '1'heoe 
a re moved (vherever postlble by daylight) close lu to thoro , vith omall motor 
boatt to protect them, But toce neceaearily have to be employed In area• 
vhere they can be giveD DO protect i on at all, The &to of the N&V'J i t even­
tually to get all ohipo, re~rdleot o! opee4, under eoeort . '1'h1o vill require 
three CODTOY claooeo on each route, vio . , 15 knot convoyt , 10 knot convoyo 
and 6 knot convoye, 

The oubari.Jle t rainlDC tchool vhlell h vorlduj: I.Jl exte"Porbed quartero 
oD a dock at Mi &J:d, 11 an ouutancll~~t; oucceu. !be otudento are 1Dtento1y 
lDtor eoted and vork very hard, At tho preoeDt t1£e the t tu4ent body CODtiott 
of 400 ofticoro and 1200 .. .,, Both of!icoro and cen are very hich type, 
ODfor tunately, the training bae to be hurried to an undeelrable eztent at the 
pro10nt t1• to lr:eep up vith t he output of eub~~&rtno chaaert. The tchool vill 
catch up 1D tho Dea r future, at vhl ch t1 .. the eouroe vill be lensthened to 
oome extent and telectecl craduatoo vill .. ve oD to a 5 veoKt pott graduat e 
tchooliDg in the oound clatiOI before tQiDg tO 10&, 



SECRET 
The nwobor or probable eub•rlno elnkl~ bao lncreaoed to a r.ark:ed 

extent tn recent veeko. The principal reaeon lo tbat p!lote or ant! -oubaar!no 
aircraft are becoming more •killed. In C:lktn~ tho nry quick attack noceotary 
to catch n eubmar!ne before It can dive . In oome ooctlono of the coaot , par­
ticularly of! Norfolk, it eeeme to be a cuotoa of tho oubmarlnoe to go far to 
eeavsrd to reot on the eur!ace In daylight , and tho air !orcoo hnTe had marked 
ouccooe In running pAtrol• to catch thooe oubmarlnee. Olt!matoly, vhen air 
and eurface !oreeo are elmllnded ••1fflclentl;v H h the plan to keep huntla& 
groupo In operation thro~hout all aroae v~~ro eub=arlnoo aro llktl1 to be 

f ound. !hue areao """ be doteralned !alrl7 accuratt11 b1 etu41 of bearln£1 taken 
b7 direction !ind!D£ atatlona on t horo. 

(A) reate or the •o-eallod. 1 mouoe trap• wore Yitnoaeed at I ey Weet. 
Thle device omoloye emsll depth ohorgeo vhlch Are propelled on the rocket 
principle . Tho adTantage !o tbat thoro Is no ki ck when the tblng !!roe, and 
the mouoe trap can therefore be inotalled on vor., o~ll Teeoole that cannot 
earr7 T-~rUD• · The mouoe t r&p !1ree 8 deptb chargee at a tlae. Tbey do not 
explode unlet• they col:!8 In actual contact Y1 th the eubll&r!no. The ad..ante«e 
It that it It not neceooery to £UIOI the depth of the oubaarlne. AJ co~red 

vith the uoe or a elngle depth ch&r,e, the mouee tr•p uoee tho ohot gun 
principle ae coacared to ohootln~ b!rdo vlth a rifle. 

(:B) The hedge hot; wao 1nopected on board & :Br1Uoh corntte. Tba 
hedge hoc cone1ete of twent7-e!t;ht projectora vhlch ehoot o:all depth chargee 
of the aame e1•e &o used in the mouoe trap. It ie a euper ehot gun and promleeo 
to be the moo t effective ant i-submarine weapon eTor developed. It can only be 
1netalled on corvette• and larg~r croft. 

Both tho hodge hog ~nd the mouoe trap are be!nc built In quantity !or 
our ohlpa. It It hoped to keep thle deYelopment in a ouper-oecret etatuo a o 
a aurprlte tor the Gen:ano. 

CO!m!IiU 

A :Brltloh el.ngle ocrov corvette we inopoctod at Iey Weet. It le the 1001t 
elementary type of ehlp imaginAble. It !e elmpl1 a r ou,h hull that earrleo pro­
pulolon ,oar and Tary heayY antl-aubmarlne armament. It 1o totall1 lacking in 
comforto. It ie no t ao faot ae could be deolrad. HoweTar, the corTette can be 
kept at ooa in an., weather , &nd It Ia beli eved that 100 or eo could be ueod to 
great adT&nt&£e In our ant!-•uburlne oporatlone. It vould appear !rol:l thlo 
caon&l lnopeotlon that the eorTotte could be built !aater than an7 other typo 
eultable for antl-oubaarine opor&tlono In bod voather. 

In concluoioo, It •1 be otated that the antl-oub .. rlne coc:DI'Uld lo vorkia& 
hard and h&o oolTod eomo of Ito problemo. ~here are otlll defeeta in organlratlon, 
in materiel, and in efflclene7 In the c&ooo of oome 1nd1Tldn&lo. Otflcera or the 
Ynr!ouo co~nde and eubcocmando ao a general rule reali•e their ohnrtcomlngo and 
aro oaoklnr, to correct them. 

HoweTor , the baeia veaknaoo at tho moment lo ahnrt~a of aircraft and 

abor t&£• of oultable ant!-oubllllrln:~bipo. ~~ 
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CHICAGO ILL 22 

COLONEl. FRAN< KNOX,SECR£T.ARY OF THE NAVY 

NAVY DEPT WASHDC 

UY SECRETARY IUSS BARGER WILL li!LlYER TO YOU A COPY OF 

I£NSHAW STATBIENT STOP THIS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND FOR YOU OM.Y 

SO AS TO SUBSTANTIATE IIV STATEMENT THAT MATTERS COHCERNS 

Otl.Y VIOLATIONS GAMll.ING LAWS AKD INCOME TAX EVASION OF AN 

IKDIVIllUAL STOP THIS INDIVIDUAL FEARFUL OF EXPOSURE IS 

THREATENING HENSHAW AND TELLING HIS HIGH UP ACQUAINTANCES 

THAT HENSHAWS STATIIIENT COHC£RN8 THQI WHICH IT DOES NOT STOP 

THIS TECHNIQUE IS FOR TIC PURPOS~ OF HAVING THEM SCARE 

HOI8HAW ~ HAS MENTIONI!J) NO MIMES EXCEPT ntAT Of P 8TOP 

THIS IS Ofi.Y ONE Of THE CRIMINAL ACTS OF P NlD I HAVE OTHER 
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AFF IDAVITS TO SUBSTANTIATE OTHER MATTERS STOP QUITE FRANKL Y 
IF HENSHAW IS TO BE PUNISHED IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES FOR 
AIDING AND ENFORCING THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY I WILL FEEl. 
COMPEl. L ED TO COME PUll. I Q. Y TO HI S DEFENSE I N THE INTEREST . 
OF SIMPLE TRUTH AND JUSTI CE STOP PLEASE ASSURE SECRETARY 
ICKES HIS NAME NOT MENTIONED BY HENSHAW TO ME STOP I TRUST 
HENSHAW WILL NOT BE PUNISHED FOR TELLING TRUTH ABOUT UATTER 
CONCERNING US GOVERNMENT STOP PEOPLE IN ADMINISTRATION ARE 
LETTI NG PEARSON USE THEM WHEN IT I S NOT THEY BUT PEARSON WHO 
IS I N TROUll.E 

MILLARD E TYD I NGS o 

100AMooo 

• 

• .. 
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DEPARTMEN T O F T H E NAVY 

OFF'ICE O f' THE. St:CRETAitY 

WAS H INGTON 

LlEHORANDil!.l for the President 1 

v 

Subject• Report on Enlisted Personnel, Uhiteci States 1/avy. 

1 . The estimated number of enlisted men in active 
service on July 31, 1942, is as indicated below. For basi s of 
co~parison the actual number in active service on June JO, 1942, 
is al so included• 

Jul,y 31, 1942 

Regular 

Retired 

Fl eet Reserve 

Other Reserve 

Total 

The President 
The 'l'1h1 te !louse 

275,262 

7, 378 

9,2fn 

331,536 

623, 463 

l!et Gain 
June ~1 12~ For l~onth 

269,001 t 6, 261 

7, 342 + 36 

9,.3JO 13 

272 ,9.35 + 58.601 

558,578 + 64,885 

Very Respectfully, 



Dtar Ernie: 

You vlll rece::aber 'the tweet JOUI'\P' thtneo• 
who• I ~old about Dou~laa X.oArthur rov1n~ hla taally 
troa 0oJ•reg1dor to Australia -- and lAter told ~\bout 
Shan~r1-La •• the take-ott ~lao• tor the Tok1o 
boabere. 

Well, she oACe in to dinner la•t nt,ht and 
th11 t1"~ !h! told !!_•o~cthlng . 

She sald •we are ~tnr. to w1n th11 war . 
The Nav1 11 touvh . And tt~ tou~heet aan 1n the 
Navy -- Adalr&l K1n~ -- nrovet it . Kl th&VII evftry 
aorn1n~ with a blovtorcb1

• 

Glad to know you~ 

Aa evf>r vourt, 

Admiral -rneat J , Xlnr . 
Ch11t or llaval Operatlonl I 
N•VY Depart~ent, 
Wath1nrton , D. 0 . 

o/ Pra- ll' D. Roooe•olt 

P. S. I a= trylng to verlty another rumor -- t~~t 
you out your toen&1le with a torpedo net outtor . 



-

Deal' Adolphwll 

'fllllnll: TOU t or TOW' lette r. It ae•e 
c le&J' that •• oaanot do UU'thinc tur~~t a-r••• Bulk. Perhepa the aet1011 or ••• ; e1011e C)... 

b....,. buDdred ,._,.. uy eltber create .n hlaad 
or reaow e the aboe.l. 

I - &lad tbe COD'ftl71 · - to be .arlt­
ln& out all r1&ht. 

Yer,. aiDoer ely youra, 

lle&J' Ada1rel Adolphua .&adre-a, Coea•nder, 1&1tern See rront1er, 90 Cburcb ltree t, 
11 .. Yor .c, If . Y. 



fl'Mkltn D. 1\ooouelt LlbrUJ 

gECLASSIFIED 
COMMAN OI!:R I!:AST I!:RN SI!:A F"R9[1T\J(h 6200 9 ( t/3?/61) 

80 CHURCH STRCC:T • ' 

H A\.lg\lst , 

NEW YORK 

1942 Oat•- '/- f - 71) 

S1~t11re- 9"1 ~ 
PERSONAL & lll•R r. 

My dear l4r. Preaident: 

Pursuant to your instructions we have e~lored 

the possibilities ot drill teatlng Georges Shoal tor 

the purpose or locating rock on which a permanent sta­

tion can be erected, 

I have been advised that such drill test could 

be made only at great coat and with considerable dif­

ficul ty, due not only to the exposed location or the 

shoal, but to the fact that there is no slack water 

period in the currents flowing over the shoal, 

From information obtained from t he Coast and 

Geodetic Survey and trom the Woods Hole Institute of 

Oceanography it appears certain that rock will not be 

round present in the shoal at any level leas than 300 

teet through the sand. Consequently, it is the oplnion 

here that the great cost and time involved in making 

drill testa would not be warranted unless or course you 

direct otherwi se. 

It seems that these ridges or sand are constantly 

shifting and the depth shown on t he chart is usually leas 

than that actually existing in order to e~hasize the 

danger or this shoal to passing ships. 

I am happy to report that tor tho laat tour weeks 

there have been no sinkings or merchant vessels or any 

kind by enemy submarines on the Eastern Sea Frontier. 

We have been planning a convoy ayat em from here 

North and other convoys South to the Caribbean. This 

plan is being rushed and should be in operation withln 

the next taw weeks . This should give greater aeourity 

to merchant shipping and reduce ainkl.ngs. or course 

the escorts tor these convoys will not be entirely ade­

quate but with additional ships which should be delivered 

to this Frontier in the tuture I hope that we may meet 

with sucoeae . 

With renewed assurances of my highest regard and 

with beat wishes, 

The President, 
The l'lhite House , 
Washington, D.C . 



I 
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TlC ~Nt'W' ~NAVV ,..._...'YO ... 
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NAVY DEPARTMEN T 
WASHINGTON 

AUG 2 194 

My &ear Cen tor ur ray t 

l t h refer nee to your l ett r or J uly 22, 1 •41, r•&ar41nc 
tte cher&ea or 1ratt , corru~tlor an! l•c~nduct t .~tch Harbor 
aale by one Dale ~yber1 , or .. ,ilton, ~ontana , the Prealdant 
baa requaatad thtt I aaka the necaaaer y lnYtlti&etion and re~ly 
to you . 

Over t ht peri od ot tht paal te• •ont hl thare h&Ya bean 
ceN I i n which dhcbar1ed or dil&r~mtla<l roraer nplo" .. • ot 
t ba Alaakan o~ntractora b••• Ca al.tl~r c~r1•• · I ftC~ caae 
a t bor ou1b ln•eat11atlon """' b- ~" -d• anl'l tt.e cnara••• ritt-.>ot 
exception, k • • t.en r~und to be ~~~dl••• · !n 1n•e•tlc•ti on 
or llr. lt .. rl ' • charl .. h"• an c~n<tuct"d by tiM C<' n4a.nt 
or the ~, lrteent~ laYal Diatrict a~ h •• datlnltely boen r~and 
t o baYe no be111 or t act wbataoavar. 

1't•e wor k on tba ba••• in .Al a aka ha • bfoen conduotad under 
axtre• a handicap• or bad w .. t har , rockY, ru.:ced to r ratn an.d 
aonotony. In 1p1ta or thaae obatacl ea a t r a•endoua a"nunt of 
work h11 bean aoco.pliahad 1n ~ oo~wandable way. 

Looaa, aanlat1onal •t•te ant• auch Ml t~aa .. de ~~ r . 
Blybar1 an but an additional hand1CI'P to tha r pid C.,l'lat1on 
or tha t.~ortant conatr uct i on or oJacta ln ~~ which are ao 
wital to our war atr ort. 

Bon. Jaa.• 1. Uurr ay, 
On1ta4 Stat .. l!aoata . 

CC - The Preside~n~t~.~~­
' r The White House . 

Slnca~aly you-•, 

.. '· 

.. eo•e•ol t. L1brary 
J Glf., 1£0 
DOD l11i,. 62oo.s <sfa7t&s> 

Date- '3 _ '1- :.-y 

81-~ (Jf4Lf /. -¥~ 
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