


e J‘.\-’ ¥
1( b
THE WHITE HOUSE f '\
WASHINGTON N \
WM “/7
""‘!—_.——



e

e {}:Eiﬁ: iax,fuf T ot
Nav \f
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

Referring to the President's memorandum of
May 19th, the Navy Department received the sub-
stance of the attached message via Navy Depart-
ment officer designated to review all State
Department messages and cull out those of

possible interest to the Navy Department.

Respectfully,

« He BEARDALL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

VERY CONFIDENTIAL-
SRPRCRE—— May 1€, 1041,
MEMORANDUM FOR

CAPTAIN EEARDALL

Will you cheock and see
whether the lHavy Department
received this message? Plasase

return enclosure.

F. D. R.

Hessage from Linthicum at
Pernambuco re ZAMZAM leaving
FPernambuco for Capetwon direct,
and reporting no information that
orders were changed after her
departure.
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THE WHITE HOUSE [' { :
WASHINGTON

May 27, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESILENT

The attached sketch is interesting in connection with the report
of the MODOC which was in the viecinity at the time of the action between
the BISMARCK and the HOOD,

The MODOC was hove to in the position shown, in a northwesterly
gale, speed 4, course 315 true, when she observed a single biplane stand-
ing down from the northwest which passed to her starboard, turned and
headed back northwest. A couple of minutes later MODOC sighted the
BISMARCK bearing about northwest, and about eight minutes later a squad-
ron of planes with British markings, headed soutlwest. At that time
BISMARCK was observed to be firing, presumably at the single plane
first sighted.

MODOC about twenty minutes later sighted three naval vessels .
which appeared to be one large and two small, bearing north-northeast
and headed southwest, The BISMARCK by this time had changed course to
the southeast, bearing slightly forward of MODOC's port beam., She was
engaged in firing heavy antiaircraft barrages, presumably at the squadron
of planes which had previously passed astern of the MOUOC.

Ae the MOLOC was in line of fire of the opposing surface forces
she increased speed and stood clear to the northwest. The types of
vessels were hard to discern on account of dietance, haze and approach-
ing darkness.

The MODOC evidently did not see any pand of the engagement between
the surface forces.

Respectfully,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN BEARDALL

The enclosed report does not
satisfy me in the least bit. On
both List A and List B the "status
or aotivity e in on July 1,
1641* means nothing at all, as yuu
and I well know.

On the Navy Register every
shipiks an assignment to a base
force or a train or a naval trans-
portation service. That assign-
ment does not mean that the shlp
Ae actually operating in any of
these utpnu!ﬁinl.

What I want to know is what

each ship was actually doing on
July 1, 1941:

(a)
the high seas? If so,
vhere and on what mission?

(v EHF“
' or nnlnudingf How

ng she hld been there and

vh-n she was expected to leave?



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-2-

In other words, what I want 1s
to show actual continuous use of
these ships taken over by the Navy
from commercial occupations. If
the ships are not in actual use,

I want to be able to borrow some
for very much needed short runs
for other defense purposes.

¥Will you please go into this
personally and let me have a report
of what each ship was actually
engaged in doing on the first of
July? Thie 1list, as you and I
well know, means nothing at all.

F. D. R,

Confidential letter from Secy. Knox to FDR
7/14 forwerding lists of vescels acculred by
the Navy with notations regarding dates of
acqulsition, dates of placing in service and
the present status or the activity to which
these vessels are assigned as of 1 July 1541.
Also Let from Jerry Land 7/3 with three lists
of ships turned over to Navy for conversion, for
cargo and transport purposes, ete.
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Memorandum from Captain Beardall,
Letter from Under Secretary of the
Navy, and lists of vessels acquired
b the Na .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 21, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LAND

Please read enclosed from Under
Secretary Forrestal and let me have
your comment .

It is my thought that there
could be some kind of an understand-
ing that if and when any merchant
type ship belonging to the Navy is
not aotually on active service, i.e.,
at sea or loading or discharging, the
Maritime Commission should be able,
in consultation with the Navy, to
use said ship for some special voyage
or task.

You will, of course, note that
in the last column of thia list a
very large number of ships are under-
going conversion and that in most of
these cases it 1s stated that they
will be assigned to this, that or the
other duty. Mere assignment does not
mean use.

You might talk this over with
Forrestal and work out some method
by which aotual and active use becomes
the oriterion.

Please return these papers for my
files. F. D« R



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

/1 ' July 28, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached comparison of United
States and Estimated Foreign Plane Strengths,
as of July 1, 1941, is forwarded as being of

possible interest to the President.

Respectfully,

" . BEARDALL

H m.l

f |

%1in 1. Roosevel®t Libvrady



e Division of Navel Intelligence
July 26, 1941
 OONFIRENTHAE

_ TABLE  A-I
Franklin D, Roosevelt Likrary
nEGlnomnru AIR STRENGTH
22 : 3 —_——
f o 6200.9 (

#/27/88)

L _Utatas &nd

Date= /4.y . ¢ m

J Ae of July 1, 1941
Bignature- 7:«12»-{»
First 1ine Utility, Trainers TOTAL Estimated
Bombers & Observation Monthly
Fightors & Obecles- Produstion
cont Combat All Types
7.8, Navy 1,420 1,092 1,444 3,956 507
U.S. Aray aag 1,900 3,989 6,777 1,034
UNITED STATES 2,308 2,592 5,433 10,733 620 (export)
2,161
BRITISH ENPIRE 9,500 R, 17,500 1,600
_609 (fr. 0.8.)
2,209
GERMANY 13,000 {—==—20, 000 33,000 2,600
RUSSIA 4,100 (=it y 300 ) 8,400 350
JAPAN 2,500 550 750 4,200 170
ITALY 400 I LIS 800 15

Dofinitions; "First line Beobors & Fighters" of the United States are plancs rated

PSorviea™ by the U.8. Navy, and planes roted "Standerd" cr "Service
Test" by the U.5. Army,

FOREIGH ESTIMATES ARE COMPROMISE FIGURES reached after a study of the
matorial available in D.N.I., M.I.D., and the Army Air Force. They are subject to
rodical revision. Gorman dats derive frem ceny independent noutral and belligerent
obsorvation pests and differ widely,

HOTES: The format and content of Table A-I are slightly modified in the prosent
===  lsesue, Changes in the content conaist chiofly of onission ef the figurce
previously carried for "Maximun Production Capacity per Month", Those figures aro
no longer considored to have meaning, for in July 1941 the production of nircraft
tunguitable for military missions has practically coased while all nations build all
the military airoraft which, under existing cenditions, thoy arc capable of building,
Consoquently, it is no longer useful to spoculante on the mumber of military planes
which a nation might produce if it were sbla to employ floorspace, tocls, matorials
and akilled artisans which are not now available and being used, Prosont production
nif_r:iw aireraft is, in fact, total present potentinl production of military

a ¥

United States In June, the pet incromso in Army planes wos 675; the incrosse
in Navy plones was 252, 71 of the Arny's now bombors 9 of its
new trainers lack propellors,

Germany Of tho ostimated 23,000 combat planes in Gernmany, ot loest half arc bo-
lioved to constitute a dopot resorve in warehouscs, stornge dopots, and

in transit to the oporating boses, Porhaps 13,000 combat planes, ns shown in the

Tablo above, are balisved to be at tho oporating bases and available, except for

thoso undergoing minor repair and adjustment, for imnedisto conbat gervice. About

half of theso are being operated in front lime training squadrons or are boing held

in front line roplaconont squadrens,

Op-16-F-10 DISTRIBUTION:
Op-10 Op-38-W e Bukoro CondirBatFor
Op=-12 Aldo to Prosident Marine Corps C=in-C Lant
Op-16 Alde to Socov C=in-C U.S5. C=in-C A.F,
Op-16-F Alde to Under SecMav  F.A.T.0, Cou One-Sixteen (15)
Op=-16=F=1-7 (7}  Aide to AstNav ConBatFor Navel War Collego
Op-22 Div, of &, R. & 5, ConSeoFor K.I.D.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

T CONTIDENTIAL- WASHINSTON
Gt
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

August 25, 1941.

The Navy Department has received confirmation from
pur Naval Attache at London of the following losses by convoy
0G 71, off the coast of Spain:

Nota: Convoy shadowed by enemy planes during
afterncon August 22nd and by U-Boat which made four reports.

Time Position Losses
Attack No, 1 2100, 8/22 40-43 N, 11-39 W. British CLONCLARA
2250, 8/22 {do) (do) Tug EMPIRE OAK
Attack No. 2 0120, 8&/23 Approximately same British ALDERGROVE
as above. British STORK
Attack No. 3 0530, 8/23 (do) H.M.S. ZINNIA

Norweglian SFING, straggler from above convoy, was
shelled and set afire at 0600 position, 40-42 N., 11-39 W., and was
sunk by escort as salvage impossible. Crew of SPING and 16 from
H.M.S5. ZINNIA picked up.

Morwegian INGER, detached from convoy ON 9, torpadoed
at 23“]3 Auguﬂt 231'&, at 58‘*53 “t, 'D'T—ﬁﬂ 'o’ enroute Rﬂmﬂﬂkq

Respectfully,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

(vt August 23, 1941

V4

MEMORANDUM FOH THE PRESIDENT

The attached comparison, as of
August 1, 1941, of United States and
Estimated Foreign Plane Strengths, is
forwarded as being of possible interest

to the President.
Respectfully,

=

‘J+ R. BEARDALL

w T



Regnactection of thds murtcrial b pay farm by mod
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Secretary of tha Navy. Division of NHaval Intelligence
PR N
TABLE &-I

AIR STRENGTH
——————

First line Utility, Trainers TOTAL Estimntad
Bombers & Observetion Monthly
Fightars & Obscloa= Production
cent Coobat All Typos
0.8, Navy 1,406 1,182 1,644 4,232 s
U0.8. LArmy 960 1,895 4,568 7,423 7oL
UNITED STATES 2,366 3,077 6,212 11,655 361 (gxport)
33
BRITISH EMPIRE 10,100 &, 500 5,000 20,600 1,600 )
(fr. U.8,,
T
GERMANY 11,500 15,000 5,000 31,500 2,400
RUSSTA ¥e reliable data avallable
JAPAN 2,950 £00 750 4,300 170
ITALY 400 [ e A O} 8O0 15
Do tions; "First line Bocbers & Fighters" of the United Statoa are planes rated

"Sarviee® by the U.5. Navy, and planes rated "Standard" or "Service
Test" by the U.5. Army.

FOREIGH ESTIMATES ARE CONPROMISE FIGURES reachoed after a study of tho
patorial available in D.W.I., M.I,D,, and tho Arny Adr Forco, They are subjoct to
rodical revision, Gorman data derive fron many indepondont neutral and belligoront
ocbeervation posts and differ widely.

NOTES:

United States Monthly production figures arc sctual deliverios in the month of
July, Thoy do not inelude 11 planes delivered for coomoreisl use,
or the small troiners being producod for eivil training schools,

Gorpany Combat planos in dopot storage, of which perhaps 50% are cstimatod to be

podorn typos, arc ineluded in the "Utility, Obsorvation and Obsolescont
Em-hnt“ eategory on tho ground thet they arc not loncdintely available for front
ino service,

Bussia Tho Soviot poliey of refusing to peroit forcign nilitary cbscrvers with tho
field arnios has rosultod in a total blackout of informaticn rognrding

Russion air strongth, Berlin claips that 11,250 Russian plancs have boon destroyed

sinco Juno 22nd, Thie figuro is higher than tho total of 8,400 provicusly carrioed

in this tablo, and im thought to bo higher than the Corman High Cormand cstimate

of Russian air = pricr to tho boginning of hestilities on tho Eastorn [fromt,

Moscow adnits the loss of 4,500 plancs in the war with Cermany.

Qp-16-F-10 DISTRIBUTION:
Op-10 Op-38-W Bullero ConAirBat¥or
Oop-12 Alde to President Marine Corpa C=-in-{ Lant
Op-14 Adde to SocMavw C-in-C U.5. C=in-C A.F.
Op=16=F Lide to Undor SocNav F.A.T.U, Cen Ono-Sixtoon (15)
op-16~F-1-7 (7) Alde to Asthav ConBatFor Havel War Colloge
Op=-22 Div. of A. R. & 8. ConSccoFer M.L.D.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 5, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN BEARDALL

Will you spesk to me
about this very confidentially
and please don't let anyone
see this letter?

-F. B' H.I

eaf:?/_',ﬂfa -4 (Zf !f,:‘-.,. Lte
BT e Bk p Ged
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trceloear Zor tfu,fﬂfafqg,:ﬁiu-:,
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
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THE WHITE HOUSE )
WASHINGTON |
September 5, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN BEARDALL
Will you speak to me _
about this very confidentially \
and please don't let anyone £ W
1
gsee this lotter? \
..1\,
F. D. Re :
\ Ilt

Letter to the President
dated September 2, 1941, from
Rear Admiral S. C. Hooper in
re Chairman Fly and the F.C.C.

'
1
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 6, 1541

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN BEARDALL

What do you think we should
do?

F. D. R.

Enclosures

Letter from A. Bruce Fahmestock, 12 Chelsea Lane,
West Hartford, Conn., and Sheridan Fahnestock,
Glen Mary Farm, Great Mills, Md., undated, to

Gen. Watson, with enclosed letter to the ﬁreaidant
from Messrs. Fahnestock, giving their impression
in connection with their trip to the Tndies,

Java, Madoera, Kangean, Bali, Singapore,

and Biliton.



September 11, 1941

HEOFAHDEL FOR
CAZTALN BEARDALL:

I sm returning herewith the menus
whieh Admiral Sturk asked the President
to sign. The Presideat would very much
apyreciate 1t 1f you had two extra coples --
ona for Elliott and oue for Franklin, Jr.

Grace G. Tully
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘4&7

WARHIMOTON

Ootober 8, Ll5L1.

NEOPAHIUY FOR CAPT. SEASDALL:

will you tell Aymar Johnson
how intereatod I have been in
aselog his report and thank hin?

FaDaTa

Latter to the Pres. 10/2 from
Aymar Johnson, Sccatean Ledges,
Somerset, Bermudsm.

Re: Bermuds Base, tells us senormous
wabar tank Instulled on the Haval

dape theredy eliminsting the men from
suffering when the drought takes place.
artillery guns on the West end apd

the East end of the Island, ete.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 14, 194l.

MEMORANDUL! FOR
CAPTAIN BEARDALL

Will you get me the low-down
on this without disclosing from

whom it comes?

F. D. R.

Letter to Doc 0'Connor, dated
September 30, 1941, from Hans Hinrichs
of 117 Liberty St., N. Y. C., re the
Shinnecock Inlet.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Detober 15, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The following personnel are taking passage
in XPB2-Y leaving Scotland 16 October, weather per-
mitting, for Weshington via Horte and Bermuda:

Harold Balfour, Under Secretary of
State for Air

W. Averill Harriman

General Cheney

Admiral Standley

Captain Braine

Captain Thomas

Robert P. Meiklejohn

Williem L. Batt, Jr.

Respectfully,
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THE WHITE HOUSE .L;,
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WASHINGTON /:_,,4.._. LeX XY .

October 28, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subjecty Shinnecock Inlet, Long Island

Letteres on file in the Navy Department show that Mr. Edward
Frederick Pyle previocusly approached the Navy Department in April and
December, 1939, and on March 8, 1941, in connection with the improve-
ment of the approaches to Shinnecock Inlet and the construction of &
Jetty there. The Navy Department has consistently taken the stand
that the use of Shinnecock Bay for naval purposes is not contemplated
and that the improvement is a matter coming under the cogniszance of the
War Department - that the military walue of the inlet is insufficient
to warrant & recommendation for its improvement as a national defense
measure,

Just recently the Navy Department communicated with the Commandant
Third Naval District in regard to this subject and verified that from
the strictly Navy point of view there is no contemplated use for Shinne-
cock Bay, as thers is not enough water in the bey (10' low water) and
Navel local defense vessels would require at least 12' or more. However,
further inquiry of the Coast Guard developed the information that they
consider it highly desirable that Shinnecock Inlet be dredged to 10!
depth, particularly in order to permit the life boat now located at the
new Shinnecock Coast Guard Station at Ponquogue Point to get to sea in
rough weather. The depth at Shinnecock Inlet at present is a maximum
of 34!, which is insufficient in rough weather.

The Coast Guard is now taking yachtsmen for the Coast Guard Reserve
for use largely to effect the security of harbors, but, of course, small
boats or light craft could be used within Shinnecock Bay as a kind of a
coast patrol and might in this way be of more use in wartime. That would
be the only strictly wartime use of this inlet and bay, which is the only
opening in this coast for a considerable stretch. Roughly estimated, it
would cost one million dollars to build & breakwater and dredge the inlet
to 10" depth. The breakwater would be necessary to insure against silting
up again. The Coast Guard is anxious that this dredging be done and I feel
that this is the only basis for any recommendation that might be made in
requesting that necessary funds be made avellable,

As the project for the inlet acems to be chiefly of local intarest
for peacetime operations of small boats, pleasurs craft, etc., it would,
as such, come under the cognizance of the War Department (Rivers and Harbors),
Inquiry as to its status among Rivers and Harbors projects shows that it is



not carried in the present Rivers and Harbors authorization bill, and
there is no record of a survey of this project having been made. As
items consldered not necessary for the Nationsl Defense heve little or
no chance of passage at this time, it is felt that the only poasible
grounds upon which the project might be alded at this time are those
of the Coast Guard's desire to improve the inlet for the reasons stated
above.

I am attaching a chart of this area, together with the return
of the letter addressed to Mr. O'Coanor by Mr. Hinrichs,

Respectfully,

7. R. BEARDALL




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 31, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR DOC O'CONNOR:

The enclosed 1s sent %o you

in confidence for your information,

F.D.R,
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Hote: The Preslident asked Harrvy MNaw
Hopkins for the Havvy Hvdrorraontile /
Chart current in 1524 and now

probably in their historic files,

db
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 29, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. HARRY HOPKINS

We have searched the Navy Hydrographic
Office, and have mede inquiries of the Interior
Department, the War Department and the National
Geographic Soclety, and can locate no other
detailed charts of the Florida Keys except

the one herewith of the Long Key area.

7l

5."R. BEARDALL,
Captain, U. 5, Navy,
Naval Aide to the President.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 9, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN BEARDALL:

To read and return for our
files,

F-Drnl

Jack Carter's memo on Japanese
Problem (West Coast, Mexican Border)
12/8/41
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