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THE WHITE HOUSE
 WASHINGTON

t

September 2, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL BROWN

You might run this down.

What I want to know 1s!

What methods are the
going to use in selll
of this small craf$ do
they propose to get rid of
them at quick sale or make
the time a little longer?

How do they propose to
bring these sales to the
attention of the publie!
The point 1s that after the
last war very vessels
were sold, without any
advertising, and the prices
obtained by the Govermment
were altogether too small.

F. D. R

(over)

L

::.::.l.rf‘!(

Memorandum for Miss Tully from Admiral Wilson
Brown, 8/31/44, reading "This is a report called
It gives the names and a
brief history of the individuals assigned by
the Maritime Commission to handle the sele of
naval craft no longer required in service".



Attached is a memorandum for Admiral Brown

from Vice Admiral E. S, Lend, 8/23/44, attaching
various papers regarding this matter, imghm
together with booklet "Privately Owned Vessels,
Under 1,000 anfs, Purchased, Chartered, and
Tasued in the Reserve by the U.S, Navy and Coast
.Guard. 1 June 1944n,
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THE WHITE HOUSE - |

WASHINGTOMN

September 18, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR:
MISS TULLY.

This is information the Fresident
called for about the sale of surplus

naval ships.
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WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

o
e

LY
September 13, 1944

ADMINIETRATOM

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Admiral Brown

Subject: Procedure for Sale of Surplus Vessels
of the Nevy and Experience of Personnel
for that servics,

2. We knew of the conditiomns prevailing after the last
war concerning the dlsposal of vessels which you state the Pres-
ident had observed, and, to avoid a possible repetition thereof,
comprehensive plans have been in faormulation for dealing with
the whole problem. Thus far we have been confronted with the
sale of only such small vessels as were acquired fortitle in ae-
cordance with Section 902 of the Merchant Marine Act of 1936, as
amended, We are required by Public Law 305 of the 78th Congress,
Second Session, in disposing of these units, first, to offer them
for sale under the prescribed cenditions to their former owners.
This is a relatively simple procedure. In the event the former
owner is uninterested in repossessing the craft, the disposal of
it becomes routine through established procedures.

3. Our plans for the sale of unrestricted craft, as a
wmmmmm,mmu-wn
-tﬂm,IWﬂ!.#ﬂw-hﬂllﬂl,udm
best and broadest possible dissemination of all pertinent infor-
mation concerning the condition of the eraft and equipment. It
hﬂmdhmm#nrﬂum,huhm

eraft will in all instances produce the best result. Such a prae-
tice would tend to depress values, interfere with rate structures



Admiral Bromn 2=

and congest conversion and repair yards, The single benefit
Md;hthmafm;th-hilhmrut that
thnunnlndrilknfnlintlinm:u-pluﬁnﬂh-uﬂmtﬂ
to some extent. However, the markets and sales conditions

now have, and will currently receive, our most careful atten-
tion in order that these sales may be conducted as expeditious-
huhhﬂdmdmdinth-mt.mtuuumm
the varying circumstances as they develop,

Administrator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Beptember £, 1844,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL BROWN

You might run thlas down.
¥hat I want to know 1s:

What methods are they
golng to use in selling all
of this small craft and do
they propose to get rid of
them at qulck sale or make
the time a little longer?

How do they propose to
btring these sales to th
attention of the publlo.
The point 1s that after the
lagt war very many vesssls
were so0ld, without any
advertising, and the prices
sbtained by the Government
were altogether too emall,

Fl Di ni



.-"J

THE WHITE HOUSE
/ WASHINGTON

August 31, 1944.

MEMOFANTUM FOR3

Migs Tully.

This ie & report called for by
the President. It gives the names
snd & brief history of the individuals
assigned by the Maritime Commission _
to handle the sale of naval craft oo
longer reguired in service.

o SR



UKITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D, C,

OFFICE OF THE CHAIMMAN

August 23, 194

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMTIRAL BROWN,
NAVAL AIDE TO THE FRESIDENT @

Pursuant to your telephone request,
there are attached hereto sheets which show the
outline of experience and qualifications for each
of the steff we have engaged upon the work of our
Small Vessel Procurement. This staff is assigned
to the phases of the activities for which they
are best qualified by experience, training and
adaptability such as appraisals, valuations,
small vessel operations, negotiations, and ad-
ministrative. These summaries of experience are
rather brief and can not, of course, thoroughly
raflect the personal equation, but I trust they
will give you the infermation you desire.




Division of Small Vessel Frocurement
Assistant Deputy Administrator for Small Vessels

Edmond J. Moran, Captain, U.8.M.R,
Born - 1896

Captain Moran was employed by the Moran Towing and Trans-
portation Co., Ime. of New York, New York in Jume 1915. In May
1517 he was enrolled in the United States Naval Reserve and was
discharged in Jan. 1919, He returned to the Moran Towing and
Transportstion Co., Inc. and was elected President of the Com-
pany in January 1959, In May 1941 he wae appointed as Consultant
to the United States Maritime Commission. He was appointed as
Special Assistant to the United States Maritime Commission. In
April 1942 was appointed Director of the Division of Small Vessel
Frocurement for the War Shipping Administration. In May 1542 he
was enrolled in the United States Naval Reserve as Lieut. Comdr.
and was ordered to duty as Rescus Officer with the Eastern Sea
Frontier. He was appointed Manager of the Tug and Barge Services
for the War Shipping Administration in August 1942. In September
1942 he was promoted to Commander, U, 8, N. R. He was appointed
Assistant Deputy Administrator for Small Vessels in October 1543
and was promoted to Captain, U. S, N, R, in December 1943. Capt.
Moran was assigned to Commander of the United States Naval Forces
in Burope for additional temporary duty im April 19LL. In August
15l); his temporary duty was completed.

i
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Division of Small Vessel Proocursment
Director

Erskine B, Wood
Born = 1911

¥r, Wood graduated from Harverd Law School im 1936 and
practiced Admiralty Law with the firm Wood, Mathieson and
Wood from August 1936 to June 1942, He became a member of
the firm on January 1, 1940, He was appointed Assistant
Director of the Division of Small Vessel Procurement in June
1942, He was transferred to the Pacifio Coast in August
1543 and his services wers terminated under prior contrmetual
arrangements, His services were re-engaged upon transfer to
the Paoific Cosst in August 1843. He was appointed Director
of the Division of Small Vessel Frocurement in March 1944, In
June 194l he resigned to enter the United States Naval Reserve.
He was assigned to the Naval Transportation Service in Jume
19l);., Fis ability and expsrisnce has won for him well desarved
and favorable comment in dealing with small and large vessel
owners in the settlement of eclaims for Just Compensation. He
is Chairman of the Committee on Just Compensation.



Division of Small Vessel Prooursment
Appraiser

Commander John W. Chapman
Born Qotober 1893

In the spring of 1915 Commander Chapman entared inte the
business of boat building and repair with his father at Mamroneck,
New York. At the ocutbreak of World War I he enlisted in the
Naval Reserve (April 1917) and was called to sotive duty in June
of the same year, serving in the Navy until September 1919 when
he was relieved from motive duty. Shortly thersafter Commander
Chapman entered the organization of Cox and Stevens, Haval
Architeots and Erokers, and remained with them for about one year,
leaving to join a similar organization under Rodger Hadd ock,

Naval Architeot. Im 1927 he rejolned the firm of Cox and Stevens
and remained with them until 1934. From 1934 until 1940 Commander
Chapman was associated with Consolidated Shipbuilding Company, the
Wheelsr Ship Yard, Burgess and Donaldson. In November 1940 Commander
Chapman was called to active duty in the Navy Department, asslsting
in the soguisition of privately owned vessels prior to the declar-
aticn of war, This work continued upon the transfer of soquisitions
to the War Shipping AMdministration shortly after December 7, 1941,
He has been a membar of the War Shipping Administration's Appraisal
Committes since it was established. His present dutiss in the

Navy Department consist of processing all Navy small boats, inolud=-
ing special boats such as aireraft resous boats, bomb target boats,
eto. It also includes the assigning of these warious araft te
Faval motivities and moting liaison officer betwesen warious Nawvy
departments and the War Shipping Administration. In addition to

his duties as & member of the War Shipping Administration Appraisal
Committee, he is a member of the Joint Merchant Vessel Board and

of the Joint Logistios Plans Committee.



Division of Small Vessel Frocurement
Appraiser

Mr. Gustave Hansen
Born October L, 1654

Mr. Gustave Hansen was associated with Todd Shipyard Corporation
as apprentice to Estimator and Supervisor of Ship Repairs from 1915
to 1927. From 1927 to the present time he has been employed by the
Insurance Company of North America as a Marine Surveyor. On July 28,
1942, Mr. Hansen accepted employment with the War Shipping Adminis-
tration on a part time basis. This employment was terminated upon
Mr. Hansen's return to private business for full time on August 23,
1943, with the Insurance Company of North America. On March 17, 194k,
Mr. Hansen again accepted employment with the War Shipping Adminis-
tration on a part time basis. Mr. Hansen termdinated his services
with War Shipping Administration in May, 19LL. He was particularly
useful in evaluating the costs of repairs especially as those items
related to the market or intrinsic worth of vessels of 1000 gross tons.



Division of Small Vessel Frocurement
Assistant to Director

Alfred ¥. Notarianni, Lt.
Born May 28, 1905

Lt. Noterianni was amployed by the Commerce Department
g Examiners Aide in the Patent Office from December 12, 1927
to Jeptember, 1930 st whjoh time he resigned to practice law
with 2.B. Fatrillo. of e, Pennsylvania. In June 1932 became
assoolated with T L. Trombley of Johnsomburg, Pennsylvenisa,
in gensral law prectice. In August, 1934, lT, Yotarianni
accapted the position of Attorney with the Yexlean Claim
Comnission of the State Department. Iir. Motarianni duties
with this Commission were terminnted when the Mexlean Claim
Division was abolished by law, on April 3, 1937, On July
16, 1957 Mr. Notariannl wes appolinted us Attorney , for the
legal Division, U. 5, Maritize Commiscion. On May 7, 1943,
¥r, Noterianni was transferred from the Legal Divlsion, T. 5.
¥aritize Commission to the Legal Division, War Shippling
Administration. ©On July 16, 1942, Mr., Notarlannl was ordered
to aetive duty with the T. 5. Faval Reserve &8 Lleutenant
gezigned to the Legal Division. ©On July 15, 1843 Lt,
Yotarianni was ordered to the Division of dmall Vesczel
Prosurenent in an Administretive cspacity - as Assistant to
tha Dirsetor.




Division of Small Vessel Procurement

1t. Gmu;mmr Charles D. Hodges, U. S. Coast Guard
Age - 3

Lt. Commander Hodges was appointed as an Appraiser for
the Division of Small Vessel Frocurement in April 19L2. From
1938 to 1942 he was Vice President and Treasurer for Andrew
B. Sides and Company, ship brokers and ship operaters. From
1936 to 1930 he was Freight Agent and Director for John G.
Hall and Company. In May 1542 he was commissioned in the
United States Coast Guard and later returned to the War
Shipping Administration under assiprment by the Commandant
for duties in commection with the return of Nawal and Coast’
Guard vessels to private owners.



Divielon of Smell Vessel Frocurement
Appraiser

Mr, James J, Dillen
Born March 28, 1918

Mr., James J. Dillon was employed by John H. Wells, Inec.,
Faval Architects snd Ship Brokers from July, 1924 to May,
1942, In June, 1942 Mr. Dillon's services were engaged as
Assistant Appraiser in the Divieion of Small Vessel Frocure-
ment., On January 3, 1943, he resigned in order to emrcll in
the Coast Guard as a Lieutenant (J.G.). He has since been
promoted, His services are utilized in the appraieal of euch
of those yachts W. 5. A. 1s called upon to appralse and with
which he is familiar by virtue of his tralning and experience.



Division of Small Vessel Procurement
Appraleer

Mr. Wade H, Rutlend
Born November 3, 1896

Mr. Rutland was employed by the Brunewick Marine Con-
struction Company of Brunswick, Georgla, ms Superintendent
in general charge of shipbuilding and ship repalr cperations,
from 1918 to 1920, at which time he mccepted a position as
Transportation Manager for the Compania Interneciomal 5. A.
in Buenos Alres, Argentina, Mr. Rutland was with this Com-
pany from 1920 to 1922. In 1922 he became aseociated with
Turner - Butland Co., London, England, as Managing Director.
Thie position involved ship selling, chartering, ship manage-
ment, surveying and valueing. In 1925 he returned to New
Tork to Rutland'e Maritime Exchenge engmglng in Marine Trans-
portation. In 1939 Mr. Rutland worked as Maritime Comsultant,
with reepect to marine, rallway and motor truck transportation.
In 1942 Mr. Rutland wae employed by the War Shipping Adminie-
tration as Senlor Traffic Assistant for the Office of Atlantic
Coast Director. In March, 1943 Mr. Rutland terminated hias
services with the Office of Atlantic Comst Director, WSA end
accepted the position of Veesel Appraiser, Divielon of Small
Veseel Procurement.



Division of Small Vessel Proourement
Appraiser

Mr, William L, Howard
Born 1887

Mr. Howard was employed by B. B. Crowninshield, Marine
Engineers, Yacht and Ship Brokers and Naval Architects from
1907 te 1909. Frem 1911 to 1918 he worked with Marine In-
surance Brokers. He handled all the Marine Insurance for the
firm of John S, Emery Co., Steamship Agents and Ship Brokers
of Boston, Mass. who were agents for the United States Shipping
Board. He was employed by them from 1918 to 1924, From 192l
to 1927 he was with the firm Crowninshield, Burbank and Howard,
Naval Architects and Brokers. Mr. Howard was in business for
himself from 1927 to 1929 as Naval Architect, Yacht and Vessel
Broker, From 1929 to 1932 he was again in business for him-
self as a Marine Engineer and Naval Architect, and Marine
Insurance Adjustor. From 1932 to 1940 he was employed with the
firm Eldredge, McInnis, Ind,, Naval Architects, Marine Engineers
and Brokers. While associated with this firm he made surveys
of vessels for their walues and conditions for the Boston Ine
surance Co. also for the Aetna Marine through their Boston
Agents, Wim, Wallace and Company. From 1S40 to 1942 he was with
the War Department, Office of the Chief of the Transportation
Corps. as vessel Appraiser in charge of procurement of used
vessels for the War Department. In 1942 became Senior Marine
Surveyor. His present job is Senior Field Imspection Special-
ist in charge of inspecting new hoat construetion for the War
Department,



Division of Small Vessel Froourement
Appralser

Commander Edward D. Payne, USKR

Commander Edward D. Payne, USNE, has been associated
with yacht construotion and sales since 1921. He was a
membar of Ford and Payne and employed by Sparkman and
Stevens until 1941 when he enrolled in the United States
Naval Heserve and was placed in active duty in the Bureau
of Ships, Commarder Faynme is considered by yachtsmen as an
expert in construction amd design of ymchts and an authority
on valuations, His reputation in the Navy in respect to his
imowledge of small vessels 1z excellent.



Division of Small Vessel Procurement
Administrative Assistant to Director

(Miss) Mary E. Barrett

Education: High School, augmented by private tutoring, English
courses, and Lecture courses.

Miss Barrett entered government service in 1919 with the
Shipping Board, Emergency Fleet Corporation, and subsequently
with the exception of approximately four years, has been connected
with the Ships Sales Division of that organization and its successor
agencies, Shipping Board Bureau, Merchant Fleet Corporation, Maritime
Commission and War Shipping Administration. The assigoment required
a working knowledge of pertinent statutes and a familarity with ships,
the various types, construction, et cetra.

Two years of the four year period in which Miss Barrett was not
connected with sales was spent on a special assignment and the past
two years she has been associated with Division of Small Vessel Fro-
curement (War Shipping Administration) as Assistant to the Director.
This assignment requires a knowledge of the statutes governing both
the requisitioning of ships and the disposal of them when they become
surplus to government requirements.



Division of Small Vessel Procursment
Division of Small Vessel Operations
Special Assistant

Nr. ﬂf‘l‘td W. Tﬂuﬂ‘
Born 1894

Frem 1919 to 1921 Mr, Young was employed by the U, §.
Shipping Board. In 1921 Mr, Young became sssoclated with
the Fireman's Fund Insurance Company of San Francisco,
California as a Marine Surveyor. As Marins Surveyor ha was
in charge of hull and cargo surveys and in charge of ocon-
struction of wood and stesl vessels, repairs thereto, dry-
docking, eto. In 1942 Mr. Young terminated his services
with the Fireman's Fund Insurance Company to acospt smploy-
ment with the War Shipping Administration as an Appraiser
in the Division of Small Vessel Procurement, In Ootober 1942
Mr. Young transferred to the Inter-Amerisan Navigation Corp-
oration. In April 1943 Mr. Young returned to the Division
of Small Vessel Proourement as Special Assistant to the
Director. He has a license as Chief Engineer of steam vessels,



Divislon of Smell Vessgel Procurement
Yacht Aprraiser

¥r. J. Linton Rigg
Born September 13, 1894

¥r. Rigg was employed from 1914, to 1918, by the
Bell Telephone Company, Thiledelphia PBnnsilvunia, &8
an Elsotrolysis Epginesr. He left this pesition In 1918,
to open his own business as yacht ship broker, and sr-ent
the year 1918 to 1919, dolng research work, From 1919 to
1935, soted as Fresident of Linton Rigg & Company. TFrom
1825 to 1928, he was asscclated with Burgess, Rigg & Morgan,
Ltd., as Vice President & Trescurer. This corroration was
disgolved in 1928, From 1988 to 19981, Er. Rigg was President
of Linton Rigg & Co., &and from 1931 to 1941, President of
Linton Rigg & Co., Inc. From 1918 to 1941, Nr. Rigg was
a ed without Interruption in the business of yucht and
ghip brokerage, having during that time bought, sold and
eharterad ah gs. yechts end vessels of all kinin. Er. Rlgg
was employed by the Maritime Commizsion on January 8, 1942
for appraisal work in the Divislon of Maintenance and Rupniz.
On Wovember 9,1042, Xr, Rigg contract was terminated with
the Maritime Commission snd he wes ﬂngﬂ%ﬂﬂ by the War Shipping
sdministration, us en appraiser in the Division of Small Veasel
Progurement. Mr. Rigg, resigned his position with the War
Shipping Adminigtration onm July 18, 1944, to return to private
business., He is regarded by luading yechting suthorities as
an expert in respect of yecht conatruotlon and desi as well
aa market vnlues and costs., He is & seaman and navigator of
considerable experiencd.




Division of Small Vessel Operations
Director

Mr, Samusl C. mlm' Jre
Born July 22, 1910

Mry Loveland was employed as Fresident of the 5. C. Loveland
Company, Ine. of Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania from 1933 until March
1942 at which time he accepted employment with the War Shipping
Administration in the Division of Small Vessel Frooursment as
Assistant %o the Director of Small Vessel Prooursment, On August
4, 1942 ¥r. Loveland was appointed Assistant Manager, Barge and
Towboat Services. In March, 1944 Mr. Loveland was appointed Director
of the Division of Small Vessel Oparations, Mr. Loveland has a
very broad lmowledge of inland and coastwise towing and transporta-
tions. The operations of 5. C. Loveland Company, Ino, extended from
Maine to Florida both coastwise and intracoastal. Mr, Loveland has
hed oconsiderable experience as regards the purchase of sale of such
equipment as the Division of Small Vessels is called upom to mequire
and operate, He is a member of the Crulsing Club of America and is
also the holder of a license ms pilot for inland waters issued by
the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigations
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Divialon of Small Vessel CUperatlions
Assistant to the Director

Lt. Ruseell E. Esler, U.5.N.R.
Born August 28, 1912

In 1530 Lt. Esler was employed by Johnson & Higglne,
Marine Insurence Brokers of Philadelphia, Pa., His work
with this Company was terminated when he accepted the posi-
tion of Assistant to the Director in the Divielon of Small
Vessel Procurement, War Shipping Administration, in 1942,
He was ordersd to active duty with the Navy Department on
March 30, 1944 when he received a commlsslon as Lieutenant
(J. G.)s Lt, (J.G.) Esler by virtue of his insurance brok-
erage experience is conversant with small vessel values
and to a substantlal degree thelr operation.
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Division of Small Vessel Operations

Mr. Eliot Codman
Borm 1904

From 1925 to 1930 Mr. Codman was employed as Trustee and Fartner
in Amory Eliot Offices, Boston, Mass., In March, 1930 he became associ-
ated with Jackson & Curtis Co. of Boston, Mass. selling securities.
From March, 1931 to March 1932 he was employed by Temple Tours, Boston,
Mass. as a salesman. From March 1932 to January 1942 Mr. Codman was
employed by Raymond-Whitcomb, Inec. of Boston, Mass. and engaged in
chartering ships and running cruisers. In February 1942 Mr. Codman was
appointed Deputy Assistant Manager of the Decentralization Service,
This work was terminated when he accepted the position of Assistant to
Director in the Division of Small Vessel Procurement. His duties are
administrative.






i o DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
Al OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 13, 1944

MEXMORANDUM for Mr., Forrestal

I have noted the President's 11 July 1944
memorandum to you requesting that the proposed sale of all
vegsels by the Navy be referrod to him. As T undsratand
it, this is mlso to inelude converted privately-owned
vessals under 1,000 tons.

I question if the President appreciates
the magnitude of this as there are 1,665 vessels involwed,
the majority of them small boats, and some having a purchase
price of as little as §1,000,

It would ba my supggestion that you show the
President the list of these vessels which han juet been
compiled by this office. After leoking at this he might
prefer to have only the sale of those vessels referred to
him which cost the povernment over a certain specified
sum, say $50,000 to 3100,000.

We will, however, upon further advice, be

glad to handle the matter in whatever way the President
indicates.

==

Cs 8. Thomas






The Asslstan) Beerstary of e Mavy for Ale
This Commander-in-Chist, 0. 8. Flesl
Carter, A, F., Commedars

Cochrane, B. L., Rear Admiral
Detmar, Mr. C. F.

Dafrisld, Mr, E

finteh, T. Lay Teenr Admiral
FHemel, M. H. B

Horme, F. 3., Vies Admirsl
Hussay, G. F., Jr., Rear Admiml
Irish, James M., Bear Adlimirsl
Jusobs, B, Vies Admirs]

Maresll, B., Vies Admirsl
Mumma, M. 0., Comdr,

soah, Mr, L.

Itamsey, D. C., Hoar Admiml
Hobinson, B, M., Vies Admirsl
Sirwams, L., Crpt, U, B. K.
Vandegrilt, A. A L. Gen. T8 M. O,
Watnon, A, B, Bear Adm., Het.
Wosdward, €. ., Rear Admimi
Young, W. B., Rear Admiml

W, DL W, 18400

.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR P
SECRETARY FORRESTAL:

I think it 1s still better to
refer all proposed sales of vessels to
me. Incidentally, by better advertising
we ought to get a proportionately better
series of bids for small craft acqulired
elther Just prior to the war or during
ite early phases, And I would like to
have the memorandum state what the

vessel cost us originally,

F.D.R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

arch 3l, 1945.

s
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PL L s

MEMORANUUM FOR:
MIch TULLY.

When the President left for Hyde Perk
last week he took with him Ueorge blsey's
sumnary of White House dispatches aealing
with Freoch policy. These notes were
asseabled in sccordance with instructions
from the Fresicent to be given to u ir.
Langer who is compiling & secret State
Department record.

Today secretary Hull enquired through
br. Lenger about progress.

Will you ask the President if he has

hed time to look through the papers and
whether he approves turning them over 1o

Langer?

Summry returned to Adm. Brown, 4/7/45.

Py Dec!

Ex. S 1= Al
pate____ DEC 'i'mﬂ. LA
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
S4EX March 26, 1945.
~SHORET
MEMORANTUM FOR:
DOROTHY BRADY.

You will recall that Dr. W. L, Langer
has written at the request of Secretary Hull
a histary of our relations with France from
1940 through 1942. His wark is "Secret"
and will not be published at present. Dr.
Langer requested permission to use White
House files to supplement the material he
found in the State Department. When this
request was-brought to the President's
attention he directed me to have all availabla
information suitable for Dr. Langer put into
8 summary, which he would "censor". The
Fresident sald he might add some comments
to the summary, and we could then send it

along.

The summary has been prepared by Yeorge
Elsey and CGrace Tully thinks the President
might 1ike to do over it while he is at
H?d.ﬂ Pﬂka

W. BROWN
WILSON BROWN.

"OK
F.D.R.
April 6, 1945m

Summary returred to Adm. Brown, 4/7/45.



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

g 8p-3
WASHINGTON, D. C.
TO: General Donovan SECLASSTED DATE: 15 Hovember 1944
8 E. 0. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
FROM: William L. Langer A Hr 127

Bﬂrm Date,

As you know, 1 have prepared at the special request
of Secretary Hull, a history of the United States policy
toward France, and the French problem from the time of
the collapse of France to the assassination of Darlan
in December 1942. 1t was Secretary Hull's idea, and one
with which I concurred enthusiastically, that the story
of this policy should be written while memories are
still fresh and while those who were involved in it
could still be freely consulted. In order to make the
history as complete as possible, the State Department
made available to me all of its materials without excep-
tion. Admiral Leahy ‘permitted me to consult and use
the diary which he kept during his embassy to Vichy.

The War Department made available a great deal of
material dealing with the political aspects of the in-
vasion of North Africa. You, yourself, permitted me the
freest use of the records of the 0SS, which were rich

in materiale bearing on the North African stiuvation. In
addition, 1 have been able to discuss the whole problem at
length with men like Robert Murphy, Wallace Murray, Freeman
Mathewe and Ray Atherton. As a result, 1 think I have
been able to write a full and accurate account of this
interesting chapter in the history of our policy during
the war. The first draft of this study has been very
enthusiastically received in the Department of State, &nd
1 have been given every poseible assistance to make it
complete.

The one category of material which has remained in-
accessible to me and which is probably of crucial impor-
tance, is the material which is in the White House archives.
Since the President took a very active interest in this
whole problem and apparently made a number of important
decisions in consultation with Prime Minister Churchill
or other non-State Department officials, it is of the ut-
most importance that the records of the White House be con-
sulted in order to achieve completeness and accuracy.

D



SECREE=-

CR DECLASSIFIED

I should be deeply indebted if, on some occasion, you could
mention this to the President and point out to him that

it would be in his own interests to contribute to the success
of this enterprise. To my knowledge, this is the first
time that the attempt has been made to set down the de-
velopment and conduct of an important policy while the in-
formation is still fresh in the minds of those who par-
ticipated. It is also the first time, I believe, that a
professional historian, not connected with the Department
of State and therefore completely disinterested excepting
as an American citizen, has been called upon to do a study
of this character. It would be a pity if some of the most
crucial data were not included in thie history, and it
could hardly serve the President's interests to have the
study exist in this incomplete form. I need hardly state
that the history is classified as secret and that it is
not intended for present publication unless it should be

in a highly expurgated form.

William L. Langer
Chief, Research and
Analysis Branch

DECLASS Iy



SECRE(

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES I}E{ﬁ.ﬁ"‘u:‘”:ﬂi FIED
WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 Hovember 1944

Miss Crace Tully
The Vhite House
¥ashington, D. C.
Dear Grace:

Will you please see that the attached memo-
randum for the President with inclosure is placed on
his desk.

Thank you.

Eincerely,

¥illiam J. Donovan
Director

DECLASSIFLED

SECREL



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES SECREI‘

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November 1344 DECLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

1 attach a memorandum to me from [r. Langer
asking for access to certain documents pertaining to

the French problem.

If you feel that you can grant him permission,

you can be assured of his diseretion.

William J. Donovan
Director

DECLASSIFIED
SECREI
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 4, 1945,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHE SIDENT:
Subject: Roads to Shangri La.

Although the road from the Marine
gate to the camp was put in good condition
last sring, the winter rains have again
washed away a great deal of the surfacing.
Captain Kevers therefore recommends that
when repaired this spring the road be
oiled, both as a bimler and to keep down
the very unpleasant dust suffered by the
following cars last summer. I, accordingly,
asked Secretary Ickes to have this done
but he infoms me that he understood it
was your personal wish that the road
should not be oiled.

In view of last winter's experience,

will you now authorize us to have the
surface oiled?

Very respectfully,

W. B.
WILSON BROWN .

"OK
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