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Fremi L Date? Janwary ¢, 1007 Beshl F* ¢ Flls ¥* irwy) Ocupsasnbs
Sot=100
B00a3 00

fubject! Reorganisstion of the Belgisn irey,

The Belgism Army is to De re-organised and the prepe-
sals for seme are as fellewst
T.- LIORT TROUPR.

The eavalry will retain its present msans of displase=
went and will be furalsted sdditional enes so as te emabls it %e
fulfil its traditiemal wission new greatly salarged by the pre-
m#ﬂn. This foreep the sawalry primeipally te fight
u foot and has neewssitated a change in its armament, but e
the other hand has mads 1t an integral part of the sther arms,

In sddition to ssouting snd sovering duties and te pretesting
the irwy's flanks Guring battle, the savalry will mew pertiei-
pate in setusl battle eperations,

The savalry will escss the general irmy Aeserve, taksm
in the widest meaning eof this werd,

Rapid snd daring desislien in manssuvres will e required,
speed in Alspleserent and viclenss in shoek as well as intensive
fire,

Fowsver somplax the savalry's new rels may seem, it
balils down to the followingt! A great dsal of filre, tramsported by
every avallable msans in arder to arrive gquiskly and in suffisient
quantity.

The certainty of arriving betimes signifies that ne msans
of ecomveyanss ocan ba naglested.

Thars are still scsssloms when the herse will be reguired,
A ssml]l arwy, similar to the Belglan one has met the right te plase
itself in s pmitien ¥here axy seens of sembat is required,

/reored sars sad the "feot-savalry” tramsperted by trusks
will be doubled. Thelr use is juetifiesd whenever the firing dees
Iﬂhﬂlﬂta:}_-ll'mﬂllk-ﬂm.
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E.A, Brussels lo., l=37 "

of & Jan,1937
In prineiples the sawalry m foot will werk tewards tw

*pivets” of the wrwy, the moberised elemsnts, tovards the marehing
eslmm, and the tanks tewards the sentre,

The sommand will be very elastis, allewing the shesrptiem
of reinforsenents ¥y the different sshelems, Eash imperfant sche=
lea will have & Geseral 3taff sentaining an offiser whe i a meber-
spesialist, as alse am artillery offiser,

Essh sne of the laperfant units mest be abls te meet a
tank sttask as well when statienary as ea the mrsh, The serpe
will thus have the materisl primeipally semsisting of anti-tank
guns whish san be offestively smpleyed without ferming pert of
a hattery,

Pellewing is the prepesed organisatiems

Ao_Y¥or Forting,

Cavalry o the light tresps of the arwmy,

A Sevalry Oorps, 1 Oeneral headquarters for the servise
of whish there is eme artillery reglment (R.A.7.0.), either &rem
oF ou trastors and 3 divisiems,

kigxs Pivisign (P.L.) General hesdquarters ets, 1 regi-
* mant of light artillery (R.A.L.) of twe preupe -t'n'--d-n
of 108%s, © brigades of 2 savalry regiments and 1 of syelist
sarabinsers, The Cavalry regimsnis have 3 squadrens of Pesilesrs,
1 of mashine gunners end 1 of suppert (% platesns of A.B,, 10
sarriages of whigh ¢ hawe guna, 1 platcom o § sarriages of aatl-
tank gune, 1 moterised platecn of mashine gume), The eavalry
regisents of © battallsms somsisting of 5 sempaniss sash - All
in all for the Light Divisiem, ¥ snti-tank weapens and {00 ome
tomatios,

Sheek Divisien(n.C.) Oeneral hesdguarters ets, 1 re-
giment of mechanised srtillsry (R.A.¥.) of ¢ growps oFf V8's and
e of 106" mertars, ou iCoterpillar trasters, 2 Wrigades of 2
regimnta of dragoons and 2 groups of 3 squadrens of 28 arsered
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N.A. Brussels =37 of 'y
& Jan, 3937

Sre soth and sme Squadren of mebere. The firet brigade Lo pre-
vided with 1ight fast srsered ears, the sesend with heavier
armemgut, All im all 770 ssti-teslk weapems end 000 smbamiis
weapens and 020 areered ssve.,

Essnbed Pivisign, (P.r.) Semeranl headyuars ote, 1
ﬁlu--r--l-uu-rll-hhhlm-rtm
#mmtmﬂ.nﬂhu“-hm
nﬂ-—u.n-mnq-_.uunl-n-me
“Mhmﬂhﬂ_lm e regimsab
tm_dl”“#lmﬂi-—-lm
armored sare, heavier arwered sare and meterears) - All in all
fer the Mpmmted Divisiems 220 anti-tank orws and §00 snbamatis
s pome

Savlry Osrps (0.4.) The Cavalry required eme light
nﬂ-ﬂ,wﬂh:“ﬂlhhm-l-mu

of mitor sars, 1 grewp of drageens, All i= sll semw 80 ambi-tenk
avme,
Ihe Divisiem, 1 "light growy” ecnsisting of a mewnted
m,lmﬂnuhn--t'-nlmtr-.
The "light grewp” operetes ia lisisem with the @ivisiemal
moter oar battaliem,
Ibe Regimepgt To snsh battalient 1 motor ear platesny
1 sempany of wotor sars to eash regimsnt snd ome platesn of
sgunted secuts,
R b 2ime of peses,
nm—mlnhmmthm
Hmmmmmum-m_ﬂumm
1m¢m.mnmu-——-
battalions 1s held in savehing erder readincss,
r-!--uh,rqh-hmrwm—m
Sarps smutinms %0 beleng to the 0.4, They ferm part of the
=, trigades, ..



B. & Drussels to, L-37 = 4=
of & Jan, 1937

m.-m-—unh.u4-mnﬂ-mu:-mn
syelist regimemt,

The Cavalry regissnts always sontain 4 reginemts of eg-
Yalry serving from 18i0 senthe (in sddition S0 the resvwite) amd
4 savalry regimsnts serving frem 6-12 meulhs,

In same of meeesaity the resruits take sharge of the hare
ses and the 8 regiments are tramspertsd by lerriss tegether with
the syelist savalry, The squalrens will merely have 150 hevses,

The 1.7, (pease time divisien) is fermed fer purpeses
of manseuvres. The Shoeek Divisiem alweys pedsess 300 armered
sars,

All ia all the "light troepa” eomtain 5,000 resruits
(of whish 1,000 are eyelist savalry) and 3,000 regulare,

There is thwe in eentisme) mrehing order a "general
army reserve”, susesepiible of rapid transfer to peints that are
me npsad ,

The pressnt squadrens whish are toe heawy sad the
roape wnarmed againat armered sars, will e substituted by
sslssted squadrens united inte mived reglmeants prepared for any
wisaien,

1.~ TEE DNV NINX.

A, Bar footing,

The eewpanyi Only 3 platecns, 4 sombat groups, 1 or
2 small saterpiller tresetors for sssmitiem, 13 lisisen mem,
alther with wotor sysles eor motor sars., There will be 45 treops
lesw them st present. One platomm of motor seouts (50 msm) te
sash battalism. Ooe umelssssd battalicm te eash regiment compei-
sing the sipgeal serpe platoon, the momnted seocut platosm, the
sompany of fire-arms (18 guns, ens half of which are en sater-
pillar tractors, Mfcthe other dram), cne scmpany of mashine
cwns and one of metor sars,

esans
=l



NeAo Brussels No. L=37
of & Jan, 1777 = A

If meeded, & fourth company, somslsting of 3 metcr sar
platoons of e battalioms, The three lashs cempanise of this
Illlﬂl-imm—hﬂmh-lhpnﬂtm.

The Divielem will b 1neressed by & fourth plaked
regizent, sharged with sertain dwiles, fermerly perferwed by
the Corshincers, Bente its mam,

This regiseat vill aw ene neterised battaiien (iafentry
type), 1 msshine gwn bettalien (4 ccapaniss), 1 battalim of
five-arms (1 mertar sompany, = 3=4V's type B,1,)

Eagh Infentry divisiea will heve 7 Sresspertation seme
lﬂ--m-hh-—qhm-mum.

8 light srtillery grewp,

Sush sn srganisetien will mean great pregress in the
aray, owing to the mti-tssk stremgth of the Infestry Divisiem
{110 gume, end 24 merters) a8 alse to the musber of safety pre-
visiems,

Ra Iepge Footing.

In tives of pease there will be twe astive Mattalioms
snd the battalise sadre per reglment, This san be sbtalsed by
s semnbingent of 550 militia per regiment, staffed with §00=280
Fegulare, Eash year a thisd battalien will be fermed Gurisg
the samesuvres,

BT~ AXDILIONI.
AaSar fecting,

The Infamtry's Artillery divisiem will be breught wp to
six groups, This will b sesesplished by sdding & seeend growp of
howitser 108%s,

o Teeee footing,

The eesily mobilised snd setarised artillsry, permite
Staffemmits, Eash Infantry Artillery divisiem will have twe
sative mounted greups, f meter ser groups and ¢ seterized staf?
Eroups, regarmed ot the samp,

The light betteries have 08 troops, the ethers 45,

-;- “-‘l-ll



¥.A. Brussols No. L=37 “9 s
of 6 Jan. 1937

.~ IR AR,
Trgineering eourses will Be setively pushed, so aa

to reader the resruits aveilable after ¢ mnthe’ tvuiaing,
V.- SRTAL OROANIIATION,

1¢ astive infantey Alvisiens, The sentiageat will be
brought wp to 0,000 and the regulars 8 05 ,000.=

Th adfition to the 17 tafantry divisisms, Whe eswlry
serps will be erganised sa fellewst ¢ mized greupe of shaseswrs
Ardennsis, Thres of these from the Ardenmes, sme frem Lilge,
one from Lisbourg and cne frem the Gemfine, Behind thenm twelve
resarve divisions,

The mobilisation of sertain waits will b» insteante-

meous, of others, very vapid,
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Promi L Datei February 23, 1037 Sarial N* 38
Subjeot: The Belgian NKilltary Budget,

The Budget Committes has approved the request
made by the ilnlstry of National Defense demanding addi-
tional amounts needed by the Army owing to the inareases
in men and service recently veted by Parlisment, (3es report
H* 70, dsted Yovember 18, 1838, Belglan Vilitary Budget).

The sdditional amounts allowed arsi
For ordinary budget Pra, 46,000,000,=
For sxtracrdin.ry budget Frs, 1£8,070,000,=

The last amount will largely be employed for
orders to be placed in 1957 and deliveries to be mads in
1le38,

{rotorization of the infantry, complete chenge
in the cavalry abandoning all horses, and additlional equipe

ment for the alr foree).

=l=



AMERICAN LEGATION
L IO
CFFICE OF THE HAVAL ATTACHE

Kovesber 6, 1937,

From: Nawnl Attachs,Llisbon

To: Directdr of Nawl Intelligencs

Subject: Balgian Military Organization. x;,fjff—yf’

Enclosure: Report of Italimn Military Mtuhi.

6
v

ONEDE—-

(Latter) § 88

i

v ,.‘ {.;
; ;d )’l’
S, '_'"';’T‘:; ‘ﬁ"'.-'“’-'

."'-h}

/ﬁ?/? FFG (1-¢)

1) Herewith is forwnrded raport on the organization of th- Belginn army,

dated May 31, 1937, forwarded by Lieut.Colomsl Duca, the Italimn Military

ittmchb to Belgium, to the Office of Kilitary Imtelligence in Home,

2] It im beliaved to be correct in ell reapscts,

By BLH
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OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
IGFFICE ©F HAVAL INTELLIGENCE

RECORD OF TRANSLATION

Translation requested by: Western Europs Section.

Dhate of request: 22 Decembar 1937.

Language: Italian, P

Rubject: Jrgenlzution of the Belplan arwy.

Source. Heport of Italiam IM1itary Attaché to Balgium, accomPanying
Huwsl attaché letter No. 55, Lisbon, Portugal, of & Nov, 1937,

Ohriginal title: 2001y, Orgeniszazions delle Forse Armate.

Author: ———

Translation furnished by: 0,5.I. Translsting Zection.
Date: 21 april 1938.

Translated hy: e,

Mumber of pages: 13.

Number of copies: 5.

Ihatribsution: 3 eoples to Testern -urope Joctlean
1 gopy to archives
1 copy to Transleting ectlon

(M.1. Tranalation No, 24 Copy Mo. 1 = Western surope Section.
Authenticated :
S

wea Translator wm charge.

#

DG ATSAE
E O, 11653, Sec. ME) and KLY or (K]
00 letter, May, 1 1072

By SLR Dute__pioy 0.1 1973



Source:; Navel attaché Latier No. 55, e e T

Lisbon, Portugal,
& November 1937. Original lan.usge: Itulian,

COFIDITIAL
QUEANIZATION OF Ts BSLOTAN ARYY

1.- Organization of the irmed Forces

The Armed Forces consist of the Ammy (1), of which the Alr Ssrvice
forms an integral part, and of the Gendarmerie. Thers 1s no Navy.

The Balgian Congo has its own armed force, with orpanization and
roster entirely independent of thoses of the Mother Country.

(a) Army.
The Eing 1s the suprems head in pesce and in war.

The comeand 1s sctually exercised by the Kinister of
National Defense, whe acts "by order®™ of the Eing,

The Minister of National Defense has under his authority
the following departmenta, whnich im their entirety comstitute the Minlatry
of Naticnal Defense:

The Minister's Cabinet

The General Staff of the Army

A "Superior Direction® of Infentry

4 "Superior Direction™ of Artillery

i "Superior Direction™ of Engineers and Fortifications.
an alr Service

4 "Superior Direction® of Medical Corps dctivities
4 Service of Supply

4 Sarvice of Military Conatructiona

i Servica of Uilitary Personnsl

& Technical Sservice of Enginsera

A Veterinarian and Hemount Service

i National Mobilization Service

Administration of Civil Personnsl

i Oeneral Inspectorate of imy administration.

Ths tarritorisl orpanization of the army is separate from and indspen-
dent of that of the troops, and is composed of four Territoriel Circumscrip-
tion Headquarters (1. Brussels; 2, Antwarp; 3. Lilgs; 4. Nasur], and after
them in order coms the Headguarters of the Provinces (at the above-sumed ei-
ties] apd the Military Distriet Headquarters (at the moat important garrisons].

{b) Gendarmeris

This is orpanized as an independent body with its own ros-
ters snd cudget, and is directed by a Cenaral Inspectorate of the Gendarmerie,
but is subordinated to the Minister of National Defense, who has the same
jurisdiction over it t:at ha has over the army.

{1} This report contains no dlr Service data.

BECLASSTED
E O, 11802 Soc ME aod BD) of (B
QD beres, May, § 1972

By BLR Data__ MAY 2 1 '9?3

==



Source: MN.A. Lisbon ltr, No. 55 of 6 Nov. 1937

I

II.- Mi)itary Budgets

A [] pot = 1937,

Belrien ]

Kilitary personnel (speciel ellowances,
indernities, BtC:) sicsssssssnsnsssssssnns £85,286,425.

Material (rations, quartering in barcacks,
supply of materisl and armasent, trans-
portation, ete. Including 31,000,000
francs for Alr Servics) .cecececsasasanses 2&‘3,9&?,3?{.

Uiscellanecus BXPENESD ...eccsssrssrnansnsess 17,916,880,

Total, ordinary ex enses ....... 584,291,259.

ZxcopticonAl BXPONBOS ..csrsssssssnrsssssssiies 1,683,000,
845,904,259,

Charged to Public Werks budget for vworks
of pilitary CHAFBOLAr .oscesscssnssssasnsesstasstaassnsssann

Zxtraordinary army Budiet = 1937

Completion of fortifications:
Herve platouu [OFLE sssvssssrsssscsssssanannns 14,500,032,
Eben=-Smael LOIt sesesevevescscssssnnsssnnnnnns 1,900,000,
Inpravmntl of Lidgs and Hamur fortifications ... 1,500,000,

Secondary fortifications ({asystiem of sheltars,
Aug=outs, 8%C.] cesecsssssesassssassssnscasess 13,685,000,

Barbead wire reserve and anti-tank instellations . 6,500,000,

Purchase and replenishment of arms end muniticns 425,287,000.

Construction of barracks &t antwerp ...... senaas £, 000,000,

571,412,000,

Osndarmerie Budpet - 1837

(oroim ry and exesstional)

Agrregate tOtBLl sicssnssncsssss

-Em

BCLASSREY

835,924,259,

50,000,000,

871,412 ,300.

138,536,727,

1,842,872, 986,

E O nn.r.:thB{mmimnum
08D latier, May, 3 1972

my SLE D--.u_m_}.l_'l'.jln



Sources MA. Lisbon 1tr, lo, €5 of 6 tov, 1937 ”'-'——u“
III - EHE!I oﬂ“l“ml.

The duration of Fenardl and personal obligstions develving on
all men between the ages of 20 and 50 who are fit for military service, is 25
yo.rs, divided as follows;

15 yeurs in the resular army
10 years in the territorial army,

Young men of 17 arc enrolled in the "recruiting reserva®™, and can be
called to the colors in cusa of mobllization,

Juration of ssrvice for the entire contingent is 12 montha, with an
extension af 5 months for men allocated to the line of infantry, eyelist
uanlts, mitarized cavalry unlts, and fortreas regiments, and for all student
officers anl nop-commissionsd officaras belonging to the resarve,

BRecalls, Man recellsd to the colors must, in the course of 10 con-
secutlve ysars, serve & weoks in 81 i{n various grades.

Bessrve offizera and nop-o Ssioned offizers, These are recrulted
from the conscripcs who hold cartificates showlng tha completion of certain
atudies; thay sscve 17 months and attend specisl courass in the warious arms
and branchea.

¥ Bars. ‘irnluﬁt.a.r;r snlistmants for es much as six ¥Years are accept-
ed ror the frontier cyelist uni ts, motorized cavalry units, and furtress regi
mants,

o + & large pumber of men reenlist and remain in the army
to discharge the duties f professional non-gamuissioned officer: cleck, ardarly,
musl cdan, eook, attandant, ate.

tem. Conseripts havs tha right to bs wssigned to French,
Flezish or German lanvuace units, derendins on the langusze spoken in the com-
mune of origin. Unilineusl and mired lapsusge units are desicnated esch year,

In 1937, 15,800 conseripts asked to be assipned to Flemish language unitas
and 206 to Jerman lanmuage units,

IV = 'J.'trr:ltorig Milltury Circumseriotions

This =ne 'as the sase boundaries as the administrative eircumserip-
tion,

The army Coms, comalsting of two divisions of infantry is the most
igportant unit, both in peuce and in war,

Three iray Corps (I, Brussels; II, antwarp; III, Lidgs), ome for sash of
the firat thres military circurseriptions, composs the peaca time army.

The comzaadant of the amy Corps is also ths commandent of the corres-
pondin: military circusseri tion.

The 4th Militery Circumscristion (Namur) does not have an army Corps,
but & combinatli on of detachmonts and services of the field army and fortress
garrison, known as the "troops for the defenss of Luxzemburg and Mamur®, |Luxem-

burg=lamur defense gerrisons).
3=

ﬂ|m v & T
PR
k0011052, Bee. ME) wndl WD) or B
QS0 dstiar, May, L 1098

Ty SILT Date_ MAY 31 1973



Sources N, A, Lisbon 1tr. Yo. 55 of & Kov, 1937
The sonexed skatch shows the present losution of the various units
of the Belglan army in detail down to the battalion as of 18 Hay 1937,

a4t the presant tize, however, many chanzes with reapsct to locution
and subordination are in progress as a result of the organization of four
artillery battalions of infantry regiments, the motorization of the cavalry, the
recrganization of the enginsering and tha extension of the periods of service
adoptad at the and of 1934,

V- Budgetary Effsctives

By law these cannot excoed 84,000 men, as follows:

45,800 conscripta
33,000 professionals, woluntesrs and men recalled to the colors
5,400 reculled

The contingent for 1937 hes been fixzed at 81,000 men, as follows:

39,500 conseripts
12,080 professionals op reenlistad mep
13,300 voluntesrs
7,750, corresponding to tha increased length of servies of
S months for 18,800 conseripta.

8,400 men recalled or sarving under other administrations.

VI - Mobilizabls Affectives

Hegular army (15 classas, including the class under arms) 700,000 men.
Territorial army (10 classes) tessunssnnnssnenans ABOUE 400,000 Dan.

VII - _Organi zation

(a] Pesce complement: ses Ssction I.
(6] War complement,

Commander-in-chief: tha King.
Chief of the Gensral Army Staff, who has under his authority:
The Censral Army Staff, compoasd of:

Section 1.~ Operationa,

Section 2.~ Intellizence,

Section 3.~ Urganization, Uaterisl, Mobilization.

Sectlon 4.- Transportation and movementa; supoly and
evacustiona,

The units and services ars distributed as followa:

(irmy Corpa
(Cavalry Corpa
Fleld irmy: (ardennes Chasseurs Corps
(Frontier Cyelist Units
(Army Artillery Brigade
(Reserve ivision
[ 3f kit ]
£ 0. 11062, Sec. 3(E) and D) ar (K}
OSD latter, May, & 1872

SR ]:nutr-...!ﬂ.ﬂj_z.l»—il-g?3 N
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Source: HN.A. Lisbon ltr. No. 55 of 6 Nov, 1937 _
Unite snd Services (contimued!:

anginssr units

Fortress units

alr Force

War zons anti-aireraft defense

Units and estublishments of the wvarlious services.

V1Il - Formation of the Units
(a) The army Corps consistas of:

Etaff

2 infantry diviaions

1 regiment of artillery
1 reginant of engineesrs,

(1] Infuntry diviaiops now existins ani those expected on

mobilization:
{a) Infantry divisions in jeace time ..csccavsnnss 8
{b) Heserve divisions to be orgunized lome-

distely efter mobilization (1] seesessnnrssss 8
(¢) Secondary reserve divisicns to be formed

st & later periocd if regulred (E] .ieessssses &
{d) Ardennes Chasseurs Uivislcn (existing in

pousE LB cosesrasnssnsninnnnsnsissnbbsssnn ) o

Total 19

& of which are optionsl and heve reduced
armament.

(1) No provision huas besn msde for incorporating these divisions in the
army Heserve Corps.

(2] Aoduced tactical equipment and fornsatlion.

(2) OQrgunization erd tacticul equipment of the Infantry Division

[Starr
3 infentry regimenta: {3 battelions of infuntry
(1 battalion heavy infantry (machine-
gun - motorized)

Command :
(3 rifle comoanies: 3 platcons: 3 squads,
Each infentry battalion: (1 m.g. co: 3 platoons: 2 sections:

2 anuads,
Comzand ;
{1 henvy m.g. co: 3 platoons: 2 sections:
Zach heavy infantry { £ sguads.
battalion: {1-47 mm.pun eo. (2 pleces)

(1-78 s, mortar e¢o. (8 ploceal

{Staff
(& deta, of 2=756 m:.rapid fire batteries
1 artillery regiment: {1 or & dets, of B-70 mu., long rangs
{ battaries
il {1-75 mm. light howitzer batteries.
Eﬂ:;nr.a.sae.ﬂmﬂ‘um“'m .

vl detor, May, & 1972
| _MAY-g.11873 -5- e
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¥.A. Lisbon 1ltr. Wo. 55 of & Nov. 1937

Source

INFANTRY DIVISION - TACTICAL EQUIRENT

Total taoti- Sub-machine guns Autormtio Heavy mach- Trenoh 47 mm, T mm. 75 B, 75 mm. 75 rm,
cal esguipment (1 to samch rifle rifles irs guns mortnrs anti-tenk =ortors rapid-fire long range 1ight
squad leader) {1 to esch (4 to smch guns guns guns howitzers
rifle squad rifles
leadar) platoon)
(1) (2) (3) (4] (=) (8]
For sach infintry
regiment Bl a1 48 108 a |
For the artillery
reziment 18 2] ]
Q
18
Total for emch 243 s lad 324 24 24 18 ] ]
division o
18
(1) SOHMEISIER sub-smchine gun Cal. 9. (mm.)
() EROWHTMG model, Oal. 7.0.
(3) MAXTM Cal.7.9 converted Germen material.
(4) V.0.8., Belgian types, 1035 model. :
8) 1938 model guns, Belgim fourdry pmducfa.
8) STOKES-BRANDT type.
| oA
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Sourcos N.A. Lisbon ltr. lo. 5% of & Now, 1537

(b] ¢ Corps

Uotorization of the cavalry is ip progress and this work is sxpacted to
be completed in 1938,

The Corps consists of:
Starf
£ cavalry divisions, esch one composed of;
(a) 3 mized regiments (1), divided into:

1 mounted detachment; (2 dragoon squadroms (3 troopa)
(1 machipe-gun squadron (3 platocna)

1 motoreycle detachment: (2 motoroyele rifle platoons
(1 squedron hsavy infantry
(machine gune - motorized)
divided into:
1 heavy m.g. platoon
1 47 @mr. gun platoon (5 pieces)
1 76 m:.howitzer platoon (4 pleces)
1 srmored car squadron of 3 platoons [1 car).
(b} 1 eyclist carabinesr regiment consisting of:

£ battalions: (£ rifle companies
{1 beavy machine gun company.

(2] 1 eyolist enginmser battalion of 2 companies.

(1} sach regiment retains its traditional name of "Guides®, "Lancers”, "lounted
Chasssurs™,

actical souipment of Cavalry Corps (see next page)

LSS
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VALRY CORPS = TACTICAL EGUIPMENT

Units Autom tie Hmvy 47 mm, anti- 74 =m. Amored cars, . 75 mm, 108 =m.
rifles mechine-guns tank guns mortes armed with 1,7 puns howitzers
machire muna

Foar ench cavalry
regi=ent = ” : : ?

For esch oyclist
regimont " .

For the artillery
reziment

Total 282 a1 P i % = a

MH.A, Idiabon 1tr.

o, 55 of &6 Mov. 1937

BB "
£ O 11085 Bee W) and W) o
Qs betear, Baye & 1678
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mml “ohl Liﬁtﬂ-ﬂ ltr. No. 55 af ﬁ Nov. 1?‘3{’|

(¢} Ardennes Chasseurs Division

Stars

3 reglzenta of Ardennes Chasssurs, emch one composed of:

1 Battalion of
ardennss Chasssurs:

1 Sat:ialion ardennas
Cycliat Chaassurs:

1 School Battalionm:

(2 rifle companies of £ platoons sach

1 company of heavy infantry

(Comzand

{ :

(2 mixed oyelist companiea:
{

t

[ Command
\1 rifle co. in 2 platoons
{1 eo. of heavy infantry

( (machine guns - motorized):

(machine muns - motorized):

(1 platoon hesvy X.G.'s

{ (2 sections of 2 guna)
(1 76 mm, mortar platocn

{ (2 guns}

(1 platoon 47 mm, anti-tank
( guns (4 pleces)

{1 platoon armored cars

{ (2 cars)

(2 rifle platcons
{1 heuvwy d.G. platoon
{ (3 sections of 3 guns)

(1 platoon heavy M.G.'s

{ (4 cuns)
{1 78 mp. mortar platoon
( (2 viscea)

(1 47 mm. gun det. (2 piscas)

{1 armorsd car platoocn
{ (2 cars)

1 motorized heawy artillery detachment of 3 75 mm., batteries.

(1)

to the rear with reapsct to the fromtier.

The school battalion is located away fro- the repimant in & ne situnted

Tactical Zguiment of ardennes Chasseurs

Units automutic Hoavy  anti-tank armored T4 mm. 75 mm. funs
rifloea machine puns cars mortars Model 34
|Tuns
For euach
reagimant 30 20 [ 4 4
Tor the
artillary
group 12
For the
entire
division 0 &0 18 12 12
RECLASSATED
E O, L1652, Sec. M el MDY or (E)
W20 atier, May, § 1872 21 Ig-lr'j!l .. H
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Source; N.A. Lysbon 1tr. ¥o. 55 of 6 Nov, 1337

el AT
(4) Fropntisr Cyelist Units ' ‘

3 battalions in all and 1 independent company, differing
in organization and garrisoned as followa;

Froptier Cyclist Battslion of Limburg:

Command and 2 companies at Kasssyck
1 company at Lanaoken

Frontier Cyclist Battulion of Verviers:

Cossmend and 1 company at Verviers (equipped with 3
47 mm. anti-tunk guns)

1 company at Homburg (equipped with 4 - 47 mm, anti-
tank guns)

1 :un'-:in?y at penri-Chapelle (equipped with 5 anti-tank
guns

Frootier Cyclist Battalion at Lidge:

Command and £ compenies at Visd
1 company at Lisge

Independent Frontier Cyclist Company of Malmedy: at Malmedy.
(e} ary Units

(1} army Corps Artillery:

1 rni_'.imun'r..tn esach Army Corps, composed of:

2-155 mm, howitzer detachmenta of Z batteries sach
1 detachment of 2-105 me. (long range] batteries
1 detechment of 2-108 m=. batteries

{2) drtillery:

£ regimants organized into one independent brigade,
composed of :

1st Hegt: 1 det. of 2-155 mm. (long range] batterles
1 det. of B=150/43 m. batteriea
1-185 m=, howitzar det. of 2 batteriess

2nd Megt: 1-280 mr. mortar det. of E batteries
1-150/17 howitzer det, of 2 batteries
1-170 mm, railway battery and 1-280 mx, battery

(3} Fortrasss artillecy

2 reglments (1 at Lidge and 1 at Nemur] composed respectively
of 12 and 7 batteries (1 battery to sach ecitadel)

(4] Anti-aisoraft artillery

1 a.d. field artillery regiment in § detachments of &
batterim sach

1 reglment of territorial A.A. defense (in formation)

4 sections of Madsen 40 mm, A.A. guna,

-10-
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ZOTAL TACTICAL EQUITIENT = ARTILIETY 1MITS

108 mm, 150,17

40 mm, 75 mm. 120 mm, 155 mm,  150/45 170 mm. 155 mm, 220 mm, 260 mm. ..
Ladogune  A.A. juns Funs ma. Euns homitzers mm.puns H.R. Funs mortirs  artillery
howissars artillery
Army Coarps 24 %4 -
° 8 B 8 4 2

Foriress Fort equipment

Anti-airoruft 28 &0
Ty
Ly
&
"
-k
—
-
£5
e
<&
50
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Source; N.A. Lisbor ltr, Ko. 55 of & Nov. 1937 e ——
IX - feace Tiue affectives

{a) Infestry (The warious truditionsl names do mot imply any differsnce inm
squipment, composition, or employment of the regiments) .

degizent battalion

Infuntry of the lina, gronadiers, earsbinesrs, chassours 18 TR
Cyclist carabineers 2 4
ardennes Qhasssura 3 -]
Frontier cyclists - =
Total 23 as
(b) Cavalry Rerimont Soundron
Guides, Lancers, mounted Chasseurs g 28
(e] artilie Aeuimunt BEns or Dets,
I:'ll'lliiuna.l (1st,2nd,3rd,6th,Bth,11%h0) & 27
arcy Corps (l3th,l4th,15th) 3 1z
army (lat,2nd) 2 6
Gavalry Corpe 1 4
ardsnnes Chasseurs e -
Fortress (19 fortress battulions), Lidge cnd Nemur 2 -
aati-aireraft [let,2ad) -2 s -1
Totul 18 .18
(4) Engineer Corps Suglment  Jattalion
Heglmants of Zn:ineers (Znd,3rd,4th) 3 9
degiment of Signal Troops i 2
Cyelist battalion - 1
Pontoon battalion = 1
Railway unita e S
Total 4 14
X - Mobllization
Preparition:

The nucleus units (froatier cyclists, ardennas Chaseeurs, Third army
Corps, Cawvalry Corpa, fortress reglwonts of Lidge and Namur) apply their system
of replacemont, completisg thelr complemants in their porrison.

Tue peace time fleld army unlts are tranaferred with thedr availubles

force to thelr assembly arsas whers thelr ranks are completed by the addition of
man recullesd to the colors.

=18-
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Source: N.A. Lisbon 1tr. No. 55 of & Nv., 1937. “

The first six reserve divisions are formed lemediately at the respective
mobilization centers.,

Time requiresents (anticipated)

To apply the replacement aystem: 24 hours.
To mobilize the pesce tiwe units: 3 to 4 days.
To organize the reserve divisions: & to T days.

The six aecondary reserve divisions will be mobilized later, oo the
basis of orders to be issued by the centrsl muthorities,

AT - Fortifications

These constitute an essentim]l slement of pational defense.

They are comstructed at the northern snd southeastern frontiers to
protect the country from possibls Geiman invas ion.

dasie pu e of secopnd fortifications

To bar access to the center of the fortified defense zome by weans of
& triple row of forts along the iachen-Lidge-Nasur-Cherleroi lins.

To protset the flenks of the defense zona (Campine-Luxemburg] by means
of & series of secondury fortificaticns (1., shelters, dug-cuts, ste.)
scholonned in depth and supplemented by the natural and artificial defenses
of the terraln in such & way as to retard the advancs af the invedsr,

To increase the delay in advance by systematically organized inundations
and destructions throughout the entire covering zame.

To have an extramely strong poaltion behind the Zscaut, betwean Antwarp
&n. Ghont, in order to kesp the way clear for communication with the ports and
ccast of Flanders,

X1 - Military defenss organizations and pre-and post-militury training.

None.

A1l - Cendurmeris

Indepsndent, and orgunized in about the sums way as the Italiap cars-
tinsars, It consists of:

Commund of the Gendurmeris Corps
1 mobile legion

4 mobile detachments (Brussels, Antwerp, Charlerci, Libgn)
8 territorial dstachments.

The detachments are divided into:

1 mounted squadron

1 foot aguadron

£ gyolist squadron

1 armored car company.

The legion slso has & battery of Stokes 51 mm. mortars.

The total effectives of the Gendarmerie amount to 170 officers and 7200
non-cormissioned officers and pondarmes,

In tine of pesce the Gendarmeris cooperates in garrison and puard duties
for the secondary fortificutions. During mobilization it coopsrates in the work
of inundation and planned destruction and sup.lies mounted and eyelist detsch-

ments to the coumands of large units.
BT
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Bource of information Mf&rmﬂrw Pebasiimston =’.
Bt ]

Mecussions have proceeded during severnl yemres tetween the hesd of the
Belglan Alr Force and the Naval Attaché as to desirabllity of purchasing
American planes, This has now been declded on and en Alr Mission is
proceeding to the United States for this pursose,
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From: L "Serial Yo, 18 Date: Octooer 4, 1939,

MAIERIEL NE:

The Chief of the Belgian Air Service, Lieut, General Duvivier,
has during the last two years more and more clearly realized how
weak was his branch of the Army, particularly in regard to materiel,
He has time and again urged upon the Minister of Natlonal Defense,
General Denie, ewesping reforme and an entire re-organization, stating
in his reporte that lacking such 1t could in no wise fulfill its part
in case Eelgium were attacked, The leck in materlel was partlcularly
deplorable, General Duvivier stated, "as the men themmelves consisted
of tne flite mmong the country's youth, well trained and dependable,”
The gravity of the nresent hour, coupled with the fact thet money [two
oillion Belglan france) has been voted for purposes of Nntionsl defense,
beve resulted im the Minietry of latlonal Defense instructing Oeneral
Duvivier to now go shead snd purchase, as #00n s possible, In the
only place where it now gould be purchased, namely the United Staten,
wiat is most urgently needed by the Alr force.

General [uvivier has had twos long conferences with the Nawal
Attachd for Alr in the matter, wno suggested aled consulting the
UsBs Kilitary Attachd and particularly the Cormmercial Attachd. The
daval Attaché for Air stated that while he was happy to offer any
and all sympathetic advice, ns the question was principally a com=
mercial one, it was rather one for toe Department of Commerce to
handls,

Br e ourpose of vislting sanufacturing plants, determinling tyoes

of macaines desired, coats, methods of shipment, dates of delivery, ete.
a specially fitted eir mismion consisting of the following three
officers will leave for the United States (going first to Washington)

at an early moment, It has been nivised at once to report to the

BECLATSHER
E 0. 11008, Bec NE and D) or (B
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I~18 of L Det. 1939 o

selglan Imbassy, through walch it will firet get in touch with the
Intelligence Sections of our Navy mnd Amy, io order to benefit by
guch advice as they may care to offer, Genernl Duvivier at once
brought up the gquestlon of payment, slating thet where cash was
required, ms in the case of the United States, he trusted arrangements
could be made in mccordance with the Selglan law, nemely 50 percent
payment upon the placing of the order and the balance upon delivery,
In sddition to the Air materiel needed, the Chief of Staff of
the Belglan Army, Oenersl Van den ¥randem, has instructed the
commission to study taie poeslbility of the purchase and delivery
of American sade machine guns for the Aray.,
Following mlr officers have been selected to go to Azerica:
Colonel Foldart
Commandant De Weerdt

Captain Arendt
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Besund: A Belglan Staff officer given the problem of a possible
German dnvasion of Belglunm as viswed by the Army
duthorities,
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From; L Serial Fo, 38 Date: October 25, 1929,
OF BELG DEIFEN

Bow, at the begloning of winter, Belgium's military situation
ie & very different one from what it was at the end of August,

The danger of a surprise attack ia past, for the Army ia
2obilised and a large part of it is stationsd near ite wvarious
combat positions, The various positions are constantly being
improved and if work upon them continues throughout the wintar
monthe, they will be in fine condition by next spring.

It ie now evident that France han wisely declded to remain
on the defensive on land., The chances of France violating Belglan
neutrality have disappeared, They have probably never exilated,
though certain important authoritles have felt otherwise and thim
has influenced the dlstribution of the Belgian forces.

The winter will probably pass in a quiet manner for the
Jelglan troops. One mist, however, have in mind what 2ay happen
next spring in case the war continuas,

Geranny's general eftuation necessitetes an of fensive.

Under the present comditions such an offensive can only be
undertekcen along the front of some 190 miles running from Switzerland
to the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, Tnis is the strongest part of
the French frontier and France has more than enough effectives to
defend itself,

If the Germans wish to intenelfy thelr offensive tactics and
employ thelr aptitude for manoeuvres, they must incresse the scnle
wi thelr attacks,

Ger=an military doctrine preaches a war of manceuvres, The
present war of position, actually the only possible one along the
French front, must be galling to the German high eommand,

EDLASSEIED
E O, 11052, See. J(E) snd HI) or (E
QS0 bokker, May, & 1972 'ﬂ'”

by BLA Do MAL 2L SR —

-l



e )

Belglan territory can glve Oermany a chance for a campaign

L~-36 of 25 pot, 1939 -3 =

of =anoeuvres where the Fremeh Army might be seriously defeated,

It 1w hardly protable that the Fremch would remain in thelr frontier
positions if Germany invaded Zelglun, They would probably leave
their intrenched poeitions and the Oerman Oeneral Staff might then
compel them to fight in open country,

Between now and next spring German forces will unquestionably
have increased, Germany has & large reserve in men, not yet employed,
anl whose military education could be rapldly completed, It im no
exaggeration to state that by nnt’lh-rr.h, Garmany might have from
125 to 130 divislons in her line, allowing her to supply all the
man power needed along A very extended froot.

If Germany invaded Belglua, after annibilating the Belginn AlT
force, the movement mcross Belgium would in the beginning prove very
difficult, On the other hand, ms the present Belglan neutrality is
very strict, one cannot count on Allled intervention, even in the air,
being immedinte,

Foreed to fight, Belgium would at once pat up & stiff defence
ip Luxemburg., The object would be to hold the banks of the river
leuse nbove the town of Mamur, Lidge could hold out. It ir believed
that an inveder could be held up for some time in the territory between
Lidge and Antwerp, A1l efforts would be made so as at least to
hold the genersl line from Maastricht to Antwerp., If this line is
broken, the whole Meuse front, as far as Namur, would fall, as well
an the central portion of Belglum, The occupation of Mmastricht would
in itself be a grave mennce to Lidge's position, A mmuall advance
eouth of the Maastricht-Diest line would catch Lidge's defences in the

back,
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Only Af Belglum was attacked vin Holland - a different case from

L-36 of 25 Oat, 1939 -3 =

the one under consideration-would the Belgian Army be foresd immedintely
to ocoupy Hn-tﬁ:ht.

In order to succesd, the German mancsuvre sgainst Trance must
take place south of the Démer valley and before French reloforcements
bave strongly mseisted the Belglan iray,

The German attack must thus be pushed Vigorously with zeans far
wuperior to thoee of the Belgian Army, egpecially in the Alr and in
mechanised units, The Germans will from the start certalnly attempt
to spread paniec azd confusion throughout the whole country,

The success of the German Banceuvre is however doubtful, The
Belglan General Staff hna certainly considered 1t carefully and hag
taken all poasible memgurss to meet 1t,

The attack would probatly come somewhere along the Mont Jole-Cleves
line, on a front of pome ninety-three miles, the advance being from
Cleves and Montjole the plvet. This pivet would not be fized, TFrom
the very outset Manstricht would be vigorously attacked, The Belgian
forces would be drawn eastward, as far as poselble,

The eventusl reinforcicg of the defence of Luzenturg would faver
the German manoeuvrs,

From Cleves to Malines, nsmely the route of the advancing wing,
in some 92 milen, as the crow flien. Along this route thers are
however formidable obstasles in the forz of waterways,

Owing to the Duteh feeling 1t wise in no way to dissuss the
problem with Belglum, the latter ia ignorant as to whether the
Duteh would unguest lonebly flood their own territory between the
Geman and Belgian frontiers,

The firet sericus resistance in Belglan territory would be along

TR
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Le3b of 28 Qot, 1939

the Canal which runs from Larssken to Antwerp mlong the Dutch frontier.

If the Gormans overcons it, they would have to aross a very
extensively destroyed area before reaching the Albert Canal, the last
Belglan defence in the direction of the Duteh frontier,

Leaving out of account Luzesburg and any opposing Dutch forces
the German affensive would probably advance on the Uontjole=Cleves
front with some 25-30 divigions in the first line and some 15 in
the second and an ismportant number of arsored divieslone, Ita muiperiority
in numbers would in the Campine be of three to one, The Belglian Ay
could not hold out mlone lomger than from seven to ten daye, The most-:
likely hypothesis is thet 1t would be reinforced mufficlently to hold
out along the Albert Cenal,

The Allied front would then become the Uaginot line between
Thionville and Charleville, the river Meuse from Charleville to Vied,
paseing Nemur and Lidge with their bridge heads. It would thes
follow the Albert Canal, Haseelt and Herenthals Joining the Escaut
at Antwerp and continue to the Dutch posltione in Zeeland and the

Hollandpche Diep,
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Resusd: Eelglum im founding a modest const-guard service, that
may later be enlarged into a Hawy.
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Froam: L Serial Ko, 3o Dater October 24, 1939,
S OF A FUTUEE BEL HAVT

The dangers surrounding the Belglan comst have brought about the
establichment of a modest, preliminary, Naval force (more or less comst
artillery) comwsnded by an artillery officer, M, de Carpenterie who
has served for a mmber of years in the Freach Navy, in the Belglan
Haval Supply, and Torpedo services,

The present force conslats of three sguadrons, It has since
Septenber patrolled the Belgian const, Ueny mines nave elther bean
exploded or brought asnore, or if they hawe drifted ashore, have
been rendersd harmless. It has charge of the naval target practice,
superintended fishing grounds (mccording to the Hague convention),
salvage operantions, informatisn service, eto,

Up to the present, former pilot boats have h_rn ussd, Armed
with 47 mm, gune and sachine-guna, mines have been destroyed,

An inspection service will be started next month,

As moon as Belglum haw been able to acquire the necessary
mine sweeping apparatus, mine sweeping will also be unmu;lcod'.. The
principal watervays will be swopt regularly, and particularly sntrances
to the Belgian ports and the portions of the Escaut belonging to Zelglum,
Trawlere with motors will be employed.

The patrol vessels will be replaced, as soon as purchased, by
better fitted motor vessels carrying torpedoes, They will be nrmed
with s=all neval guns, have a epeed of forty knots or more and a
length of about seventy fest,

A gaard ship, far the fisheries, ir being bullt at Hoboken,
Length: 96 meters; breadth, 10 meters; 30,000 H.P; speed; 30 knota:

Armagentt 2 | and later 4) 105 om. guns and 2 Bofors mashine guna.

PHLASSRE
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Two other vessels are under consideration as mine sweepers,

The new vessel will belong to the Coastal Naval Defense
ard will be manned by the Navy, reserve officers being taken from
the merchant marine and fros the officers of the fishing service,
The Navy and tne Qeneral Staff of the Army are busy creating end
developing the nucleus of a future Havy, It has at present ten
officers and 150 men and is to be brought up to a total of 1,300
officers, non-commimsioned officers and men,

The Naval School 1g at Esebrugge, commanded by Captain Couteau,

Materiel is urgently needed, particularly mine-sweeping
apparatus for tuge making 5-6 miles an hour, torpedoes, mines
(Rleac), constal motor boats., Officers have callsd upon the Naval
Attachd making ingquiries as to the poesibilities of purchasing

any or all of the materiel in questlon in the United States,
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Hesuad: The question of DutcheBelginn militnry co-operation
is At present definitely rejected hy Holland,
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From: 1L Serial lio, 44 Date: November 2, 1929,

IH: JESTION UF DUTCH-BELGIAN LILITAHY CO-8FEZATION,

Une fmct stends out clesrly, in the question as ta Duteh=Helgian
militery ecollaborstion, namely Hollend's desire, under sll sireum=
stences to obeerve a policy of entire indecendence, This, in the eyes
of the Dutch, excludes all chances of eny nresent collaboration, Any
attempt Dy the Belglans to cake Hollend swerve from the Tundssen tal
grineiple of Dutch independence is bound to fail, Holland hns decidsd
Aok to enter into a Lilitary mlliance with bny other natlon, whichever
it may be. The Governnent has mede this statement tizme and agaln and
939 percent of the Dutch population back it,

from & theoretical polnt of view, various continpesciss are evidently
massible, These are hovever merely reviewed grudgingly by the Dutsh,
Holland is very much alive to the fmet thet ghe zay be inveded by one
of the Great Fowers. Then, snd firet then will the Netherlands deciis
if they are to call for the Lilitary help of anoth:r country. Even
tie iden of consultatione with the Genral Staff of a nelghbor country
ie rejected, for, if Holland should enter upon them she would irritats
the country, which would have the greatest rearon to belleve the
conmultantions were held in order to act Jolntly apminet 1t, The latter,
feeling itsel! nenaced might decldie unon mersures which might just draw
Holland into the conflict which she wna trying to keep out of, Lilitary
congultsutions with m neighbor would nct am & red rag to a bull,

Yot & day paeses without the press inelsting upon the country's strict
neutrelity.

he Tor the attitule in official circles, it is definitely mgninst any
Eilitery conversstions between the two natlons. The !inister of Foreign
affairs expressed it recently when he stated: "The mttitule of the

Hetherlends Govercment in the questlon of Dutch-3elgimn co—dparmtionm,
A
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The axprerssd in the urelliulusry reort of the Com.ittes aeaed Ly the
Sscond Chenber, it Lo hoped thrt the mentluente o the tw) countries
towere ench other may contrivute tsvmrds inding the sresent tlee even
closer torether, eash ang, however, followings 1ts avn nalley of

inde_ sndence,
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Bewund: The report contains the various argussnts advanced
for and against ths probility of a speedy invasion

?R}ﬁ?ﬁ.‘"‘" acrons the Eastern Belgian & Dutch
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Fromi & Berial Ho. 48 Date! November 18, 1538,

¥ COnTHT RS

The possibility of a German invasion has besn uppersost 1n the
minds of everyome in Belgium during the last two weeks, There have
besn two opilnions, one has held that a German invaslon was certain to
come, 1t was merely a question of time and all signs pointed to German
troops shortly pouring mcross the Dutch frontier with the inevitable
subsequent invasion of Belgium, either by the Germans or by the French-
British troops. Others felt such fear was unwarrantsd, Colonal
Hequette, who 1s considered one of the best military eritics in the
country and who stated a month ago that it was hins belief that a
German invasion was inevitable, hms now, despite the signe of inwasion
having greatly increased, entirely reversed himself, and stated; "I
de not believe in an invasion,®

To take the first point of view, It is emphasized that German
aggression has always, ns in the present instance, been preceded by an
intense newspaper and radic cmmpalgn, against the victim, and a heary
concentratlon of troops and war materiel on ite frontlers, Beyond
this Gerzan planes have been constantly violating Belgian neutrality
by flylng scroses Bouthern Belglum, The German press has further
emphasized that Holland and Belgiom, have violated their neutmality
by playing into British hands in submitting to the btlockade mnd exporting
to Germany constantly diminishing quantities of what she needs and used
to receive,

Ths Low Gountries' attituds in the matter, though not to Germany's
1iking, has in reality been irreprochable. Extre=ists feel that what
Germany expects ms the price of remaining the other side of the frontier,
is obedlence if not servituds,

If Hollend should, for instance, refuse to have her ressels call
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at the Downs or Kirkwall, Oreat Britain would probably seize them on
the high seas, and bring them in, Just the same, for smamination,

What then? GOermany would olaim that Shs would have to defend poor,
little, threatened Holland as she evidently was unable to do so herself,
It is further olaimed that sven if Gerzan soldiers do not cross

the frontiers, Germany 1is Attempting a war of nerves on Holland and
Belgium, this being augmented by the press, the mdio, the movement

of troops and by thinly veiled threats, It is asked: Toes Ger=any

intend to forse upon Holland and Belglum & counter-blockade policy?

She certalnly has miccesded in giving little Balgiom "the Jitters",

The question on all Iips isi "When ars the Germans coming?® "How

many daye of peace remain?® In the present lull, befors the expactad
storm, it seemed to many that a campaign of intimidation may have been
icitiated in place of one of aggresslon - and that increased preamurs

ie belng exerted in order to force upon Holland and Belgium a remunciation
of & portion of thelr trade with Englend, It is further felt that
Germany 1iwm hesitating, uncertain which way to turn and what means might
prove most useful to the purpose she has in view, Hitler cannot wait
indefinitely in lmpressing popular opinion in Germany, Naturally, even
if Belglane are strictly neutral in their attitudes, their sympathies
cannot be belled, nor can the past ba forgotten, In international wrongs,
bygones can seldom be bygones, Belglane fesl that,

To turmn to the second point of view - the one that cannot believe
in a movement of Qerman troops into the Low Countrim,

Belgium has today called some 500,000 men to the colors, so-callsd
"general mobilization® would merely mesn 100,000 additional men, of
inferior fighting qualities, Holland has some 400,000 men under arms,
There would thus be added a million eoldiers to the Allied armies already
faolng the Germans, Neither country haw, it is true, mny aviation worth
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mentloning, but the 1ittle Belglan army is well trained and squippsd,
her fortifications and defences, though limited, are not to be despioed,
and the Dutch put considersble falth in their inundating the portioms
of the country to be crossed by the Germans, claiming 1t would be next
to impossible for tanks, heavy materiel and guns to reach their block
houses and defensive lines,

The Germans must reflect when they consider all these factors, aa
also, the determination of both countries to defend themsslves to the
bitter end, Oermany likewise realizes that if Holland is on the side
of England that Dutch harbors would be most convenient for English
men-of=-war wishing to reach Jerman naval bases.

Germany can attack the Allies by four routes; through the Low
Countries, through Lorraine,through the Bals district or in either a
militery or economic manner, through Southeastern Burope, The Low
Countries do mot seem the most likely,

A Belgian Government sconomic mission is in thess dayws in Berlin
studying with Gersan experts the present trade difficulties, Germany
paturally hopes the conversations may result in Brossels agrealng to
maintaln the pre-war rate of exports and imports to and from Germany,

This is of course impossible, as many of the previous exports wers
re-axporte of forelgn goods, which no longer arrive, or mamfactured
articles from rawstuffs, now lacidng, It is urged that Germany would scarcely
be wasting her time, even as " a bluff® on muich negotiations, if she was
abtout to march into the sountry,

It is further balisved that various rumors of invasion are partly
due to forelgn press and radis messages, some of which has wilfully
tesn spread by the Allies,

The utmost pressure has been brought to bear by the French and
British military repressntatives, and particularly the latter, upon
the Balglan war office in order to make this see the reason and necessity
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of studying Jointly and sscretly where in case of war, help might firast
be needed, as well as by what arms, and whe¥s, The German repressntatives
are awirs of this as well as Belgium's refusal even to listen to any
such sirem volces, luring it from its strict oeutrality.

Surprise im a great ssssntial of war, This slement in now lacking
in an attack on Holland and Belgium, where every possible precautionary
Beagurs has been taken, Again, it is urged would not Jermany striks,
whare laast expectad, in other wmords not on Belglan or Dutch frontiers?

Say Germany was able to cross & ssction of the flooded Dutah territories
and to rapldly cross northern Brabant in the direction of the Zeeland
lelands which would be of the greatest valus ns a submarine base. It
would, however, sesm impossible for Germany to take thess, if pne takes
into account the Dutch mawal forces and their imediate strengthening
by British men-of-war, Locking at it from the most favorable (erman
polnt—of-view, namely that the Cermans would taks the western and
eastern islands, with the mouths of the rivers remaining in the hands
of the defenders. If this wers the case, the sxites from the basss
would be in the hands of the English and instead of bases, they would
merely prove traps,

During the world-war the British Ad=iralty considered several
times seizing Borkum, the German island nearsst to Holland, She gave
up the idea as too risky, A OGerman invasion of Holland would glve
England the opportunity and means of pemmitting her to attack, with
£00d chances of success @erman North-Sea ports, the enemy flset and
the bases where German submarines are being built, From the Frisian
Islands to Wilhelmshafen is only 94 miles, while from Scapa Flow it
is 625. The mouth of the Elbe is only 148 miles from the Zuider Saa,

Talkeing thess factors into consideration, exparts believe that the
first consequence of a Jerman invasion of Holland would be the tight
blockads of German ports,
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This would prove of great advantage to the Allied powsrs., If Holland
and Belgium are attacked, Germany's western frontiers open to attack
will be more than doubled, running right up to the Horth Sea, the Horthern
portion without may Siegfried line of fortification,

dod laet of all, though Germany might to & certaln extent profit
by such foodstuffs and rmwstuffs as she might seize in Holland and
Belgiom, the pressnt, sppreciatle comme¥cs betwsen the countries would
all be destroyed and the western blockade would become hermetic.

Such are the thoughts of thowse who do not bellieve in a spoady
invasion of the Low Countries,

Both sides believe that while the period of alarm 1s not over,
the situatlon is clearer and the paselng of every day of peace, makes
it less liable that Holland and Belgium will be invaded this winter,

The British dsbapeador to Belglum, Sir Bobert Clive, in discussing
the subject stated;

*I received abeolutely reliabls lﬂ:{r-.u.uun that the German aruy
intended to inwvade Holland and Belgium on the 12th of Novesber, The
idea was abandoned in the last moment, owing to the Derman General Staff
insisting that the inundations in Holland and the previously unsuspected
difficulties in crossing the Albert Canal territory =made the task too
contly. I felt o certain of what wns about to happen 1_:ha'l I had told

oy wife to have our bages packed,”
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From: L Serial ¥o, 53 Date: November 24, 1939,

File Yo, 1001-1005,
LILITARY AVIATION

Owicg to the mlzost primitive state of Uilitary Aviation in
felglum the subject has been treated under the one heading of
"Wilitary Aviation® rather than under varlous subtitles and their
subhends, material for moet of which le non-exlstant,

Waile a certain number of com=ercial planes have been bullt
in Belgium and French and British licenses have been purchased
for certain tyoes of planer, even these require engioes imported
from abrosd,

The only coordination between the Civil and Lilitary Services
is the common use of different sides of the largest air field,
that at Harem, on the outskirts of Srucsels,

The preeent war has already shown constant violation of Belglan
neutrality by flights inside Belglan frontiers of German and British
planes, the former purposely, the latter erroneously. Felglum haa
ghown itself umpble to hinder same elther by its antl-aircraft batteries
or through the efforts of its pursult plenes. There ic no independent
alr-miristry, The only air service (outside the commercial ones)
being that of the Arey,

The morale of the Service is excellent, the young men being really
a pick of the nation's most sdventurous and spirited youth, It is
therefore pitiable that their materiel 1s so poor that it would prove
well-nigh sulcidal to attempt combat in same apainst planes and pilote
gimilar ta those now operating in Messerschmldts and dally expected
pocross the Esstern frontiers,

Belglum possenses no airships, dirigibtles or balloons,
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3 an Kilit Alr Force

1=53 of 2L Nov.1939 i

The Belglan Lilitary Alr Force is under the command of Lieut,
Generel Duvivier who is Commanding Officer of the "Défense Adrienns
du Territoire® (DAT) which conslsts ofi

1, The whole Air Force mod Military Alr Services,

2, The whole organisation of Grousd Air Defense (Artillery,
Frojectors, Sound Locatoras, Obmervers, ete,),

A, Hesdguarters: DAT, Erussels,

B, Depart=ment of Ministry of Sational Defenee, "Service de
1'Adronautiquae,”

€. Aéronautique Militaire,

(a) Headquarters, Srussels, Major General Hiernaux, commanding,
{(t) ler Rdgiment d'Adronautique,

Thie conslate ofg
Headquarters - Awans-Blerset (Lidge),
Three Aray Corps Cooperation Groups at Awane-Eierset and
Tirlemont, conelsting of observation end reconnaissance
planes,

(c) 2bme Régizent d4'Aéronautique,

This consiets of:

(1) Eeadquarters: Nivelles,
(2) Three Fighting Oroups at Nivelles and Schoffen,

() Zdme Bégiment d'Adronautique,

This conelsta of:
Hepdquarters: Evare,
One Army Cooperation Group at Evere,
One pight group at Evere,
One bembing squadron,
One balloon Company, Zellick,

D, School of Military Aeronautice: Evere,

RARSD
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E, Depot: Courtral,

¥, Schosl of Flying Training: Wevelghem,

Officer Commanding! Colonel Uaseaux,

Consisting ofi

(a) One primary training sguadron,
() Two advanced training squadrons,
() One depot squadren,
Eilitary Aeronautical Establighmentst Evere.
{a) Administration,
{b) One Construction Group,
{e) One Technieal Investigation & Instruction Group,
(d) One Supply Group.
(e) One Depot Sgquadron,

G, Works Inepection Department: Evere,

Alr Force Medical Service! Bruseels,

Aerodromes in Feace Time,

Hrussels (Evere)
Tirlesont

Dieat

Hivelles
Awann-Blerset
Wevelghem

In mddition to these there are various subterranean war-time hangars,

Asronantical Supply = Srussels.

Asronautical Supply, which le under the supreme cont rol of the
Commander of the DAT ig under the ismediate comzand of a sendor officer,

The officer commanding the Alr defense of the territory, is
responsible for all the ground defenses arainst alr attack, and the
whole organization of the ¥ilitary Aviation,

The Commandant of the Adranautique Militeire is under the direct
orders of the Commander-in=Chief of the DAT, mnd hie duties are similar
ts those of a general com=anding & divislon of Infantry.

The mumber of the personnel in the Alr Force is mbout 4,800 of

whick mme 570 are flying personnel,
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Ehe
Total number of planes of all kinds: 450
First line planes: 170
Iypes of Uilitary Alrcraft,
1, Fighting = Fairey "Firefly" (480 h,p, Rolls-Royce Engines)
Fairey "Fox" (BEQ h,p, :ispano-Suiza engine)
for obeervation and purealt,
Gloster "Gladintor” {825 h,p, British Mercury IX
engine] for pursult,
Hurricmne {Bolle=Royce "Lerlin® engine)
2, Arny Cooperation & Heconrnalssance -
Falrey "Fox" {480 h,p, Bolle-Eoyce engine or
(860 h,p, Hispano=Suisa engine)
Erdpouet 651 Zimotor, used both for light
boabing and pursuit,
Renard 31
3. Zombing - Falrey "Dattle” Bolls=Hoyce "Herlin®” engine,
Avro 504 ¥ (200 h,p., Lynx engine) and
Avro 626

4, Treining & Communicatlon =
Mornne {230 h,p, Salmeon or 200 h,p,
Lynx ang!.n&}
Stampe & Vertongen
B,5, ¥ 28 {180 h,p, Hispano or 200 h,p,
Lynx englne)
With the exception of the Fairey Battle, Hurricane and Gloster plenes,
Helgium in 19739 merely had old-model planes,
This sltustion wes known to the Government, In 1938 a credit of
600 million france was voted in order to organize alr defence, About
200 millione of it were intended for the aviation service which wea to
be modernized pnd the fighting planes increased by purchasing 20 British
Hurricane planes and the license to bulld sixty more in Eelglus, Up to
now ebout twent; of thes heve been delivered, In additlon & group of
31 fighting planes was planned, for light bomblng and Teconnalsnhnce work,
For this purpose the Belglan gpovernment purchased the llcense of the
Erdgust 691,
Soth new buildings and deliveries have been more or lese delayed,
The English have finally agreed to deliver the Herlin motors f~r the

Hurricanes,

o
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Belglum has turned elther to France or England for its military
planes, These countries being mow too busy with their own requirements
selglum sent an aviation mission to the Usited States to attempt to
purchase 100 sadly needed light-bombing mnd fighting planes,

¢ Be DT Défence T Contre Aviatisn
=Airer

The Belglen D,T,C,A, is organized as a watch-service and two regiments,

Both reglments comprise the mobile materiel intended ta AcCOmpAny
the Armies,

Up to the beglnning of 1535 the D,T,0,4, consioted of a dozen groups
of "75's" or gune of higher calibre, which could be subdivided ma followa:

(n) old, modernized materiel

{t) new =eteriel, 76's from Bourges

(e} & certain number of batteries of Jofors 40'g

lts watch and listening services hed modern materiel,

Of the 500 million frence voted in 1938 bty the Government for the
Alr Service, the D,T,C,A, received mbout 350 pillions end the passive
defence some fifty,

After considercble hesitation it was decided to purchase from the
Britieh three groups of 37 (75's) Vickers and continue manufacturing
in 3elglum Bourges 75's,

235 heavy entl-alreraft aschine gunc were likewlse purchased, Up
to now the #ritish have merely delivered faur Vickers and have agreed
to sell eight more, The 75'sare belng msanufactured,

The fifty million france for passive reslstance has been employed
to build a certsin number of shelters, purchase half a 211lion gas masks
and in organising an air-protection militia, called the Territorial Air
Guerd,

Pay: The pay of officere in the Aviation Service is the same as that
of officers of equal rank in the other btranches of the Aray, with an

addition of 800 france a month for officers and 500 france for ¥,0.0,'s,
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The Military Aviation Service mequires its personnel in teo ways,
Either from the gradustes of the Royal Military Academy st Brussels or
from the Antwerp School of Aviation, A ccrtln.i.n number of the cadets
in the Lilitery Acadesy elect Aviation upon entering and with those
intending to become englneers or artillery men teke & three years course
instead of the two years of the infantry and cavalry, specializing in
aercnmutics the last year, Upon gredustion, if guccessful in their
12 monthe flying training they receive their pllot's certificate and
enter the flying corps as lisutenants, junior grade,

Officers for the aviation services are recrulted from;

1) Officers belonging to other arma,

2) Graduates of the Lilitary Acadesy,

3) Hon-comissioned aviation officers who have parsed the examine tion
of aviation lieutenante, junior grade,

Tbe Antwerp flylng school trains former civilians who after succeas=
Tully acquiring thelr license cm only become non-commissioned officers,

Iraining Cutaide the Lilitary School,

Young men wishing training in order to qualify ae an N.C.0, in the
Army Alr Service can ottain this by applylng st the Antwerp School of
Aviation, Those mecepted efter the prelizinary oral, written and physical
exmminations take a twelve monthe course, Those accepted at the end of
this eourse, must then serve for at leanst 12 additional months as & menbar
of the navigation personnel of one of the Mi11 tary Air Groups,

All capdidates must be between 18 and 24 years old,

Corporale pay 7,200 francs per year plus 2,860 france equals $336

Sergeants pay 8,400 n s & 2,880 " " fa7s

Those interested in developlng interest in aviation in Helglum are
at oresent henrtily diecouraged at the obstacles placed in their way,

The commanding officers in the Aviation Service, General Duvivier and
Hierneux are belleved to lack initlative and the moral courage to

inslst upon whot they belleve best for the development of the service
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*hen meeting opposlng viers from their superiors, Some 500 boya
fresented thezcelves thip year for training at the Antwerp Schasl
of aviation, Of these only half were selected mnd when the courass
of tralnlng was aver merely 20 were admitted to the Aray where none of
them can ever, hovever brilliant thelr qualities as an aviator,
reach higher then an ad jutent's rank, A second consideration i that
zelgiane, ns & whole, are not air-pinded, For the yerr 1940, notice
hes been fssuesd that 40 Pllote may be adoitted,

The principal reason for the Army's not taking more pllots is
that planes are lociting or there are planes without englnes which

cannot now be obtalmed from Zngland,
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Hépuné: The criels vas brought about by false inforsation
telephoned from Berlin and prepared by Hitler so an
o ascertain Belpium's first moves in cane of n

eraan invasion,
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i RECEX SELOIAN CRISIS

delglun is once more experiencing a fear similar to that whiech
selzed her on the Stk of last Lovember, Though general mabilization
hae not as yet been called, the three additionsl classes ("D" phase
of evacuation), which have just been called to the colors, are the
last ones prior to such mobilisation, A Oersan Aeroplene was forced
down by engine trouble in the north-sasters oart of the esuntry and
the officer on board was found to posmess nepers remarted to
instruct him to photograph various vital emstern lines of Belginn
defence, In mddition to thia, mumbers of Germen Plenes have during
the past week been sighted, premmably occupled in similar tasks,

Larger bodies of Germen troops have been moved from various
peintes along the Dutch-German frontier to vulnerable peints along
the delglan<0erman frontier,

The ichabitants of various sections nlong the eastern froptier
have recelved instructions to evacuate their homes, and all lenvas
of abnence have been suspended in the Army,

It hes long always been planmed, in case of critlecsl meulit;r‘
to move A large part of the machimery in the Fabrigue Natisnale
d'Armes de Guerre at Herstal na slmo in some of the Lidge arme
end mmsunition factories ( and notably the Cockerill works) to
similar factories in Sruges and Ghent, where the requisite concrete
foundetions for snoe are ready et once to receive the machinery,

It in stoted that thie ie now belng undertaken,

The British and French Anbassadors were called by the Forelgn
Office in the middle of the night 6f the 13=l4th, and informed by
the Forelgn Minieter, r, Spaak, that the Belgian Anbaseador in
Berlin hed telephoned him that the German Army would move on Zelglum
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The Selglen Constitution provides that the Eing will in times
of wnr take over the active command of the Ammy from the Minister
of liational Defence, This was done by Hia Unjesty at 4 o,m, on the
lith, mnd all defences along the Belglen roeds and fields, blocking
the way for any entrance of French troops were removed,

It is to be noted that during all this excitesent, the German
Embassy lo Brussels took nome of the steps for the departurs of its
personnel that wers taken by Lt during the eritical daye of lmat
dovember,

Various well-informed Intelligence Officers here have come to
the conclusion that Germany neither intended to invades Holland
in Hovembergor Selglum this week,

Followlng ere the concluslons to which they have come; The
Viscount Davignon celled upon ¥, von Hibbentrop in order not only
to complain as to the Gorman meroplane that had been flylng over
north-sastern Belglum, rnd hed been forced to land there, but
remonetrated vigorously at the contents of the papers that had been
taken by the Belgian muthorities froo the obeerver, The Tiscousnt
Davignon wae received most dlscourtecusly, informed the papare had
probably been trumped up bty the Belglans so as to plck a quarrel,
which they certainly would find Germany not only ready to zive them,
out the followlng monrnlng, if so desired, After varloue acrimonious
statements on both sides, the Belglan Azbassndor left with the impression
thet Germany wns preparing to attack the next day and so telephoned
the Forelpn Office in Brussels without gualifying his statement,

This was exmctly what Gerzany desired, e anxzious them as in
4ovember to put up & trial balloon in order to mscertain the Belgian
reaction, In Hoveamber, Hitler had mcquired the information that in
camse of & German nm.‘:f;:nud, selgium would come to her rescus,

naw he acquired the information that in case of a German attack on
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=elglm, Hollend would ot come to her ald, out Zngland and France
mould lmmedintely be appealsd to, and the road to France clesred
‘in order to mllow Allled forces ts enter immediately,

Hitler attained his object,
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