Documents O Reme. Vol D




ESTIMATE
oy

Potential Military Strength
Documents D

Naval Attache
ROME

Volume 1
Documents Numbers 1 to 47

(22 Jon. 1937 = 14 June 1939)

DECLASSIFIED




wxim ' ISSUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, ELh{d‘f?_

MNAVAL OPERATIONS, NAVY DEPARTMENT [
ATTACHE'S REPORT i
_.:mwwm;mm i.'t'-w:ﬂ:fﬂ-“-:l'
From.__T Date 88 January 1087 goiiiNe 87 File No?03-150 |
Bouree of information _OfTi01al el = ?
FERSONNEL
Subject n{nh.—lﬂ'ﬁ un JEE T My p— mﬁﬁﬂ

e A S ST 0 T8 b vt vt 4 e i e &

Enlisted Strength Italian Harvy as of
1 December, 1938

1. Tharse is snolosed herewith a tabls showing the snlisted
of the Italian Navy by retings and categories as of 1 December, 1936. The
figures given I.n are offisial,
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TTALY'S PREFARATION FCR THE
EAST AFRICA COLONIAL CAATATE:

l. The VES3.GER0 of 30 l'areh, 1937, publishes an sditoriml dealing with
the "superd preparation® which contributed to the conguest of East Africa.
Charecteristically it specks of the moral superiority of the Italian troopa,
the sxcellence of thair leaders, and dsals at length with their unexcellsd
sarvice of supply. The sanitary sarvice, which was undoubtedly responsible
for & larpge measure of the Ttalian success ib casually mentionsd, Tha
sotivities of the !'inistry of wur in organizing the rreatly sxpanded army and
in coneeiving and corrying oub the camrairn ore hishly eulogized. The
editorial concludes:

"Comparison of the quantitative efficiency of our forces in Zast
Jfrica ms of 3 Cotober, 1935, and 30 tarch, 1936, -after less than mix
months of warfare- as compared to the efficlency of our army in lay,
1815, has no sbsolute walus in that sach figure talen into account would
require its own particular consideration in crder to axplain its
s8igmificance and importance. Such & cocparison does 8sarve, however, to
bring into evidence the famct that our military organization's capacity
for development and its ability to produecs results hag, in the years
XTI and XTIV (1935 and 19356) of the Passist Regima, has proved itsalf
far superior to all ealculations and estirates of those qualified to
Judge-- has rroved that the fervor of Fuseimn has multiplisd the
energies of the !'ation as a whole to a dacres rassing bayond the
rosaibilities foresear, that ewen in war oreparation the clear, deciss,
inflexible will of the Duee has dodnated and triwmphed.=”

8. Tha following table is appended:
. 24 ey, 1018 ferscunel and Mmterial ;3 Cotober 1935:30 raren, 1936:
: 23,000 : Cfficers : 8,500 17,100 :
s 852,200 : Troops * 158,700 : (1) 350,000 :
1 144,500 : Quadrureds 12 | 87,660 105,790 :
: (2) 230,000 : 7igles & rmakets : 297,750 404,540
H G18 : l'achine suns 8,715 14,535
: 2,120 : Fieces of artillery 4,090 1,608 ;
3 4,700 : Totorized units = §,980 19,000 :
§70,000,000 : gartrid-es 463,816,100 : ©18,000,000 :
1 34,071,000 : .>tillery projectiles 3,400,00 4,800,00
lioten: (1} Soldiers and ational '1litia. (B} :'odel @91v- 1,315,000 ware

70/a7 8,
sent the requireren® of 70 Divisiona,

The Encineerins Corps material sent to Zast .frieca rapMa-

ﬁ e Lt

- | — _I_-_--c-.'l L —-qﬂ—-ihhl-.r—d_---uﬂh __-:. -ll-ll_-tnﬂru-...q--'.._n.l.-n._n.ﬂ
.-‘- BLBLEL B B0 L qﬁz cno | S=1 gn.fu LYTY TS [ PPN (WP Py Y P
| T e byl i
LB [0 am] oo o e o ey e = I W
- 'l:hh-:nl:n unr_r“-uw-q'no.n.r_ m—_ﬁq&hmmnmmh:-mm et | w1iry P

B0 AITITREIET FRRT RPOEE -



- B 3

Foan o dl MSUED BY TME INTELLIGENCE Drv
NAVAL GrasaTi DIVISON. CPVICE OF CHIEF OF

ATTACHE'S REPORT 2029 --A
2 S L s P e

105
Prom..T. . . Deste RAoril 1937 Hﬂh%.ml&%
I T L)

Boures of information . Baliable
Ot e A COLALTRA/RAT ATRIGA _ TROGE
Refarsnom . v ¥

T R R S L 0 KT e o e £

EAST AFRICA - TROOP LOVEETS.

1. The following Italian troop movements are reported by the Suez
Cennl euthorities during the week ending 29 Kareh,1937:

southward bound ......., 857,000
northward bound sesesses 327,000

This leavd an epproximate totel of 192,000 troops end 133,000 laborers in
the Italinn Esst African colonies.
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LUCATICH AND OROANTE.TION OF ITALIAN NAVAL UNITH

AFR 21 1537

to the following:

Esplorators PIGAFETTS at Malaga,
- Da Mosta &t Palma,
- Dn EECO0 &t Tanglers,
- RIBOTY  at Cadisz,

Enclosurs (A) List showing Organization and Location of Italis Faval Tnits aw
of 1 april, 1997. Not received in Archives

1, [Enclosurs (A), furnished by the Ministry of Marine, shows the srganizs-
tion and loocation of Italian Wawel Unita as of 1 April, 1937,

2, It will be poted that ths forees in wuhﬁ waters bave besm reduced

3, It is seen thet siooe the Minlatry bes stopped furnishing ioforsation
concerning mew conatructlen, the followlng pew units bave antersd imto service;

Subearine ONICE= Ectered garvice prior to 1 February,
-

DL.SPRO- *® . . = .
- mm- - - - - -
*  QORALLO- *® . - ® -
- FERLA — " - - - -
- MM~ - - - - -
Ll HERTLLO - - - - - -
- m - - L] L] - -
- IRIDE = - ® during Pebruary.
- wm—- - - - -
*  ARADAM—~ * * during March,
- A — - / - - -
Torpado Boat - MIEE;J&IQ - Entersd sarvics prior 1 February,
- - = VB o~ L] - - - -
- - - - - - - - L]
« s« .ummsy - * - = = .
*» * -CiSTORE/ - * " - = .
- - - _‘LmJ o - - - - -
- . - e - " - - -
. = = QIGHD = - " During March,
BECLASATED
B 0. 11058 Sec SE] and HD) or 1]
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1. The attashed 1s a trenslation of m article miitled "Mediterrancen
Builibrim®, by Lisaslls Boano, sppearisg in the "Nasiems Militare® of Feb-
mary, 19T,
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MEDTTEERAMEAR EQUILIRETIM

Br Lioaslls Menmno,

The “Gentlemsn's Agressent® closes the unfortunate period of axtrems
tealon in Emi.t-:mn and is the begloning of a revivel of Anglo=Ital ian
frisndship a last and balanoed normalizat
i 2 e i oy : ion of the spheres of mstiom of

It ms & vast and extremaly delicate problem in whoss salut
inwlved Buropean balance and perhaps petce, which was clearly set nﬁ ::
placed on a footing of reality by the Duce in his historiesl spesch at Milan
and finally solved by a frenk sagressent devoid of suivooal formulas which would
ot bave perved to overcome the complex situation whidh md devaloped im the
Mediterransan during the sanotionist poariod,

The imterruption of the imter-impsrial routes, vital to the inde
of tires powers, Bnglan, Frascs and Ttaly = the ‘ofitical situation in e of
the mtions whioh control the western entry into the Latin Sea ~ Spain - the
new political eyole begimning im Egypt with the Anglo-Egyptian treaty, the
rearmament of Turkey in the Eastern basin where on one side the interssts of the
Ballkan Entente were in play asd on the other the insurmountable and sategorical
sxigenoles of the Mandatory Fowers = the Russien attempt to enter the Mediter—
Tanean gyatem = all these were contrasting curreats whioh met in the Meditsrrensan
giving rise to frietion which was readered mors dangerous by the particular stra-
togleo situwation of this sea,

In order to completaly evaluate the sconomic and politisal problems
of the Mediterrensan it must first be realiszed that the dangerous Tioinity, for
all the Fowsrs, of their respective naval bases renders it impossible for anmy
one of them, in cass of confllict, to motuate a strategioc ccntrol of this sea and
gmrantes its own fraffic, while sach of them may, in warying msasure, hioler
and in mome oaspes completely interrupt the communications of its sdversary,

During the last twsaty years, the evolutlon of maritime power, the
rapld affirsmtion and developmsnt of new means of offense - sibmarines, mines,
long=range artillery and the alir arm - awe greatly modified and in some cases
devaluated the importance of some strateglo points om which, im the past, some
naticns based their Meditarransan power,

Itely's typically "insular* geographical position plases her in an
antirely special situation which om $he one hand gives her inestimable strategle
advantages but on the other renders her commnications both to east and west
sasily interruptable, unless adsquately defended, to the contrary of those of
other powers which can not cnly deviate their traffic Rhrough other seas but
also control the entrances to the Mediterransan,

The sntire Mediterrensan system is bound by four obligatory passages
whiah by ccntrolling its communioations become the pivots of all strategle prob-

lems, Thay are: £

{1) The Straits of Gibraltar which is the western snirance;

(2) The Sieilien Chamnal, betwssn the Libyan and Slollian coasts;

{3) The Straits betwsen the Blask Ses snd the Mediterrenean;

(4) The Sues Camal = sastern entrence - through which passes & buge
traffic sscond in importmes only to the Atlsntic sotrancs,

The Straits of Gibraltar dominate the trans-atlantic traffic but while
for Spain, Franoe and England this traffic could, im case of emergenay, ba

deviated along cther routes, for Italy and other Maditerransen mations the
alosing of thess Straits would mean the ocutting off of wital and irrTeplaceable

maritims routes,
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Asross the westers basin run the communisations of the Mediterrsnsan
sountriss with the Indian cosan and the Atlantio, the Bluck Sea and the Red Sea.

ﬂ-nluthuntr.tuhthmhnﬂm interests in the Sasx
Qasal (which, with Gibraltar, is comprised in the agresment which guarsntess
liberty of sntrance to and axit from the Mediterransen) as by this route large
guﬂtluﬂm-m:lﬂmmu produsts are brought from Bast to
Mﬂthﬂ—mﬂtmnﬂhmhthnnﬂruﬁ.ﬁlmﬁah.

mulhmm-ﬂthmtmmw the
strateglc cnss are 5o less sxtensive and dalicate, e

England has carried out in the Mediterrazesn (as she bas iz all the
other seas of the world) a poliey of sstablishing berdalf at stretegio points
umummmxmwnrhuqu-utu.um
Gibraltar-Sues section of the road to lndia. After the World war ber influence
was extendsd, through the mandates, into the sestern basin whers she is greatly
interssted in the produstion of oil, *blask gold®, whichk is ssseniial %o her
navy and har traffie,

Strongly fortifisd and defended, equipped with arsecals and lurgs
stores of fuel amd munitions, Gibraltar and Malts are England's strategio pivots
in the Mediterraness, supported by Caifa in the sastern basin, The formidabls
sfficlency of Gidreltar has besm considerably devaluated in resent years owing
to the swolution of of fensive arms, and is without any doubt bow vulnersble
from land, ssa and alr, .t is, however, indisputable that large baval foress
stationsd at Gibreltar can intercept khd comsmnications of Meditterensen nations
with Amsrica. The mdvent of the air arm has slec develuated Malte which further-
more, like Gibraltar, is depreciated by its very low logistie capssity winoe,
as both these poinots lack sn industrisl hinterlend, they must depend entirely on
their own ressrves. This is why the Emglikh line of defense has moved to tie sas-
tern basin wiers, bowever, Caifa is not yet fully equipped while the Egyptian
ports and Cyprus offer no geographical or logistis possibility for support of
large naval foroes.

The precariocusnsss of English lines of communication im the Mediter-
ransan is undenisble sinos they are wvulnerabls in the western basin from the
bases of the Balearics, in the Toulon-Algeria=fiserta triangle, and from the
8leilian Channel, but at the ssse time, Eogland may pressrve her inter-imperial

traffic = with the sxception of that to the Lavant - by sending it round the
Caps of good Hope,
Gpain, on its part, may threaten Mediterransan comsunications with the

Atlantic from the Balesarics; Cartagens, Melilla and Ceuta, and still maimtain
har communicaticns with Afrisa.

Thae strategle potentiality of France in the westarn ksditerranean is
strongly based on the Toulom-ijsccio-fissrta-ilgeris-0ranc strategic system,
but, in the purely theoretical hypothesis of a conflict with Italy, the walus
of her basss would be greatly depreciated by the wviolnity of the Italian basas,
As Spezis may be consideresd as the opponent of Toulon and the Sieily-Tomisn-
Sardinia strategic system as that of Ajececio, Algeria snd Biserta,

In case of GMATgEncYy, as W bave sesn, France might intercept English
and Ttalisn transatlantis commnisations and deviats har own trens-atlantic
traffic to the Atlamtic ports, tut her colomial communications would be compro-
mipad; in fact, even if she oould maintain her African communications be davia-
ting them throngh Saint Hazare - Casablansa, communisation with gyria would be
entirely eut off as well as har traffiec with the Levant and the Blask Sea,

Ttaly, as we ave sald, bas a central position astride the two basins
(with strategie advantages in the sastern basin deriving from the Asgean, Libyan
while im the west her conditicm is certainly not sdvan-

and East African bases,
tageous) but in any cass it is undsnisble that ber irreplaceabls lines of comm-
nisations both to sast and to west are vulnareable in case of conflist,

=f=
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Actmlly, while Spesia is deprecinted Toulon pani
Tripoll system controls the Mediterransan w:hwpm:'t:;u:‘lth Sleoilian

communications betwsen Forti dslls Frovenza, sris and Tuni
end Toulon may decreass their joteatiality, s - W Awsie

The adriatic forms a basin to itself and the basss therein m
™ mt
:‘lbﬂ.'l.l:ﬂl. - H.'I.‘-Il'l'::ﬂl intsrest, but the fact Temains that while we hﬂh'
™ ominans
i ;:" pnd 1 the Upper acd Lowmr Adristio, Jugoslavia predominates

It must, however, be remembered that though this central posi
places jtaly at a dissdvantage in regard to tie Tulnerability of hruoi':.tu—
tlons, it gives her, on the other hand, a decided superiority from the aerc-
hautisal point of view which allows her to keep the air control of the whole
of the Mediterrensan, Haturally, bere also, it is a supsriority sarving more
MMtu-;mwM_dm_tﬂrﬁn,

A fortunate geogrephical position gives Greece considerabls stratagle
importance in the eastern Msditerransan as the bases at Fyrrbus, Salmmins and
Baloniea, and the secondary ones at Argastoll, Qorfu, Frevesa, Corinth, Patrasso
end Suda, form a system which, supported by adequate Daval forces, may sffec-
tively bar commnisaticns with Susz, Palestines, Syris, Turkey and the Black Sea.
Thie is the explanation of England's special interest in Gresk affairs and the

Greek pavy, particularly in sverything regarding bases,

The recent reammmmesnt of the Dardenslles, demandsd and cbtained by
Turkey at Montreaux, has given this country effective controlof the commmnics-
tlons betwsen the Black Sea and the Mediterransan, creating ber a position of
cutstanding importance in the western basin although she doss not possass Ersat
maritime power. i

This brief sumsary shows how a normalzation of the Mediterrsnesn situa-—
tion could only be mchieved through m loyal and balanced policy of comprehem=
elon such as forms the basis of the olear, consise and realistic Clano-Drumsond

agresment of 2 Japuary which reads as follows:

*The [talisn Governmant and His Majesty's Covermment of the Tnited
Elngdom,

*snimated by the desire to contribute inorsasingly in the gensral
interest of peace snd security to the improvemsnt of relatlons betwesn sach

other and all the Mediterraiesn powers, and resolved to respect the rightas
and interests of such powers;

*"pecognize that the liberty of ectrance to, exit from snd trensit of
the Mediterransan is of vital interest both to Italy and to the warious parts of
the British Espire and that such interssts are in no way contrasting;

*gxolude all proposals of modification or, as far as they are conosrned,
of seing modified the "status quo® relative %o the national soversignty of the

territoriss in the Mediterranssn basin,
*They undertaks t0 respsct their reciprocal interests in that sons;
*They agres to do sverything possible to impeds any activity which
might be detrimental to the good relations which the pressnt declaration has the
scops of consolidating,
*The following declaration is mads with the alm of maintaining psace
and is not directed against any Fower=.
The geberel satisfaction felt in the reviwval of frisndly relations beatwsen
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RBome and London was widely echoed in the press of all the world and especially
in the BEritish press.

The MORNTNG POST wrote, for example, in its lesading article of 4 January:

-

"Diplosatic history of recent years records few acts which may be so
unconditionally approved as the agreement signed on Baturday between England .
and Italy. This agreement 1s not to be confused with the innusbrable pasts signed
rocently whish hawve contributed to and ageprawvated the confusion of the situationm.
The agreement with Rome is simple and olsar and its phrasss reveal a warsth and
sinserity which eonstitute and exsellent prospeet for the future. With this &
pact the old friendehip, which should nsver have been broksn, is restored, and
the memory of a dsplorable episode is cancelled. Ths event constitutes a
triumph of realism and good sense, & triumph which is so such the greatsr in tha
only three months age it appeared absolutely unattainable®, i ;

The DATLY LATL eormwnted: "The wery brilef anglo-Ttalisn agresment
published lust evering demonstrates the rebirth of confidence between Italy and
Znglasd and represseuts & success of far greatsr yalus than that of apy high-
sounding League pact concluded in recent years --——-, The Anglo-Ttalisn
declaration signifies that the two countries will collaborate from now op in
the work of peace, pespecting each other's interests ir the lediterrunsan”.

"Opé can coly feel satisfaction ir tie sipmature of the Angle-
Italian agreement”, wrote the DATLY TELECGR.FH, "one of whose most important
clauses is that regarding the maintensnce of the status guo. After this
declaration 1t would be:absurd to continue to harbor doubts as to the future
of the Jalearics and Spanish loroeeo, while Turkey, Tugoslavia and CreePs“mist
in their turn cease to fear the Ttalian poliey in the sditerransun.

"Enpland -ust not try to find anythicg more in the agreemsnt than
is rewvealsd at a first reading. In this regard, OCayda's statepent that the
anglo=-Ytalian handshaks does not remowve Ttaly from the axis of Italo-0erman of
collaboration was antirely superflucus. What England sousht and kas now
obtained is a cleur recognition of the Sritish interests in the lsditerrancan
which at one time seermed to be in danger. On the other hand, that the ledi-
terranean reprosents the life of Ttaly noone has ever doubted and this is all

the more obvious after the conguest of Ethiopla®.

The favorable attitude of France us shown fro= the hgﬂ.u.u.l.ni by the
following statersnt ‘made by the Forelgn Lidister, Delbcs, on £ Janmary, %o t.lu
Havas .genay:

T mm happy to see the governments of COreat Sritain and Italy in
agreesent as to their friepdly relaticns. We.lhave ulways condidered undsr-
standing betweesn these two Burcpean powers whieh are tied %o France by tre-
ditions of friendship and mutual interests, as an element of order in the
1'sditerranean and in peneral as & puarantee for the maintenance of peace™.

On this ocomsion the PARIS SCIR wrote that "an old story is liguidated.
The reborn anglo-Italian frieodship demonstrated that the past is abolished.
4 new era is opening in Eurcpean intermaticnal relatioms, thanks to the great
spirit of comprehension of the Sritish Sovernnent and above all to the frank-
ness and reclism which are typiesl of lussolini's great apesch at Milan®.

The Rome corespondent of the TEAPS stated that the agreement "placed
Ttaly in a new situstion in regard to Moptreux, creates a new basis for the
disoission of all the problems which are presented by the world in formmtion
which is the Levant. In Africa the new agreement may contributs o fbe forging
of o new solidurity in the Dlack Continent. Fioally it is & -great progress

b2

- - o -
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‘owirds the solution of the Aifficultiss which thireaten Burope."

fe== 4 cordisl undsrstanding between Rome and London doss not
Ay :ll.lh with French policy., Tt is trus that France has not ullhbcﬂt-ll: ;r
‘he "Jentlamen's ,greecent” but the status of the lsditsrrensan is not changed.
:lt'l::t:"'-::t"im nh-fm asu, This is sssential for Frunce as she also
18 lediterransan her lumrerial route, hor shortest road
iz the Zast and Par Zast." { i s

The German press alse warsly and loyully commanted on the enormous
importanes of the arreersrt since:  (3ORSE! ZZTTUNG) "besides its repsrcussions
in the Spanish gwstion, ths agreement intsrests Cormuny indmsuch as, having
clearad up her relations with England by the neval azreerment and having launched
ths poliey of the Rome-Tarlir axis vhich has ziven good results, she is now
exprarated fro- the necossity of thoosing betwesn one or other of ths two
powers towurds both of shich she feels egually friezdly», '

Soms French papers utterpted to diminish the importarce of the agres-
Dert eclaining thuat 1t would lsad Italy sty froc the Rooe-3arlin axis. [

But in an interview to the TOLIISCIZR BECDACETER the Ducn vigorougly
reconfir-ed the obviously harmomicus connestion of ths Dooe-Berlin axis with
the s lo=Italian arresnent in tho Suropeun system.

"It was attampted to sabotese this agreerent”, stated the Chief,
"but I 414 not tolarate 1t., 3y this oeans we muaractes the status quo of the
Usditerramean. The world has heard my speech at Mlan; in any cass this
sgreecert is the begimnins of a pacification of a very tense situation. We
tave thus some ysars of tranguil evolution before us",

"During t:1s veriod we can work for peace. In repgard to the mmore
that the .oslo-Ttaliar acresment may sisnify a sluctsning of relations be-
twmez Zome und Jerlin, I say that Bhis is u Arean of the adversariess ef the
I+ulo=Te==anr bloe which was created recentl: bpt i1s intunsibhle.”

"igthin- hus been und nothin~ will be chan~ed in this collaboration.

0o the sentrary $he agreecent with Znplund in the "editerranean reinforces the
Jora-Serlin axis. It is a locical result of our efforts and for the attain-

mart of pedee in Zurops".

The ertansion and pormalization of anglo-Ttalian relations was
speassarily fellmmd by o (raduel cevision of certain situaticms regarding the
seuralrie voints of the Lutin sea whose rarticular strategle situation
necessitqtes that wany lasting eguilibziu sust be based on zenaral clarity.

The Ciano-Zusty .ras eetin- at lilan -arked the first pthass of a nore vast
artanaion of the egquilibroting apirit of the .arlo-Ttalian agresment. In t-l:nl

lust amalysis, althoush the .nsle-Italian srres-ent opened the doors of

Gihpalter wnd Susz and rerowed all apprehenzion ir the western basin, sconomie ;
wrd stoate~ie fastors of no littls importance were still in play in the %
paster: busis -sspecially the problem of the Straits- and it is thanks to the

fronk rsetins of the Italian and Turkish Foreim Uinistors that the =isundsr-
Standin-s which have overshudowed Italo-Turiish relations since 1932 have

been eliminated.
The offieial corzuiigue issued after the mestins is a proaf of thiss

stor, Qount Ciano, und the Turkish Foroim "
s irigter, Austy .cas, oot today at 1len and o gopversation was held Auring

hten 1% the spirit of the Ttulo-Turkish treaty of 30 lay, 1928, they exanined

various guestions of interest to the two countries and of & generul nature, with

gneeisl refererce to the Convention of Vontreux for the regime of the Straits

and to their respective positions in the pastern Taditerransan®,

#Tha Ttullan Forsign Lini
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“From this frisndly and detailed sxsmination it ws clsarly sstablished
Ahat no question divides Italy and Turkey and that there is nu'rul}: for any
relaticns to exist between the two countries sxoept sentiments of reciprocal

“To %his end the two Foreign Ministers agreed that they will ma{ntain
contact through the normal channels of their respective ﬂplmt:u chanseriss
ir order to render practicully effective the results of their exchangs of visws",

This Ttaly-Turkish contact will, withiout &y doubt, lead to a lasting
systezmization of the eastern basin of the Yediterrenean in whose bansfie offeota
will participate not only the Ladi powers who are interested therein,
but also the nations of the Balkan Enténte whieh wore highly gratified by the
resulta of the meeting.

Although the Straits represent a vital artery of traffio for all the
Lsditerransan states -Ttaly above all- they are also a way of access imto the
Fediterranesan for the Black Sea powars.

! This problen has for centuries been of great interest to Ruseis
wihich, elosed in on the north end in the Far East, has frequently attempted to
treak thoough to the Latin Sea, '

Cn vurious ccoagions, from the annexzation of the Orimea in 1774, to the
Montreux Confarence of 1936, Russis has comtinually attempted to reach the
Vediterransan and isia Minor, all the more urgently after ths unfortunats
opilogue of the Japames war had cut bar off from Vladivostok. The Mediterransan
nations, and especially England, have always firmly opposed this Russisn plan,
rightly sesing therein the final breakdown of Meditsrransan oquilibefum,

In reality, the Dardanelles remsinsd inviclats mnd the Bussian factor
naver had any decisive influsnoe in lediterransan equilibrium, whils on the
other hand, Turkey was never abls to exploit directly her fortunate positiom,
mainly owing to her lack of sufficient military power. It may hers be
manticoed thet now the goveroment of Eemel Ataturk, the restorer and supporter N
of naticpal ensrgy, is tending decidedly towards a welorization of Turisy's %
military power, thus altering the terms of the age=-0ld problem.

after the parenthesis of German ruls over the Daxdansllss whish
momantarily ujited England and Bussia, an attempt was made at the end of the
World War to find a solution of this ever wital problem, ineluding it among
the permicicus treaties which are proof that io some cases the formulas of
psace are mors harmful than the horrora of war.

The Allies, of rather England, remembering the disastrous results of
the attempted foreing of the Straits, demanded the camplets rencuncement of
Turkey's sovereign rights in that ares, and this was scoomplished by the Treaty
of Sevres in 1920. This treaty, howesver, was.pever #atified, and the Femalist
movenent wad the conssquent defeat of the Turkish expsditionm into Asia Minor
led to a revision of the problez which resulted in the Lausanne Treaty of 1983
in which the prineipls of freedom of transit of the Strailte was solamnly affirmed.

: Isre again the anglo-Russian rivelry was the oruvoial point of the
nagotiations but under a new aspect in vwiew of Russia's partisular s tuation,
On this .occasion Russiae, which was carrying on a farsighted and wery active
philo-Femalist poliey, proposed a solution which was apparently detrimental
to herself, thut is, the couplete closing of the Straits, for the reason that
aus wpa afrald that the granaries of the Caucasus and the oil reglons of the
Caspisn mipght be attacked by the Alliss whils sha hersalf was unarmed.

At lest, while on one hand the pew treaty (signed by Turkey, Fraoos,
England, Itely, Japan, Bulgaris, Greecs, Roumaris, Jugoslavia and Russia om

i S
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24 July, 1925) guarantesd free trensit in peace and in war £o Whips and plsses
ofmihu.mtuomummhumttpuMnﬂu-mﬂh
the Hlack Bea by outside powers forces such as to compromise the equilibrium of
that sea.

A8 8 guarantes of fres transit, the shores of the Dardanellss, the
Bosphorous, all the islands of the Sea of Marmors and the ssgean which Acminate
the “editerrunsan entrance of the Straits were rermanently, demilitarized, and
8 Stralts Comission wus instituted, with headauarters at Constantinople
(ecnsisting of a delegate of sach of the High Contracting Parites and presifed
over by the Turkish delsgate) to which the exscution of the ruliegs of the
Convention wos entrusted, .

There s no doubt that all this eould pot continus indefinitedly *and
the day wus bound £o come when Turkey -in a eyels of constructive recascence
undsr the guidance of emal .taturk- would elaic the reintegration of her full
soversign rights, but on the other hand it was also insvitabls that the
sconomic end stretegie equilibrium of the lediterransan should ip some sanse
cnll for a lizitation of the full exercise of this sovereignty since the disastrous
experisnce of the English at GCallipoli had shown how difficult 1t would be to
foree the Straits even if they ware dafondsd by only a mmall foree and old-
Tashioned fortificstions.

What #ers the strong lines of Turkish foreign poliey during the “period
between the Trealy of Lausanns and that of lentreuz? 3

First of all it was dominated by the Russian frisndship on whbes altar
the pap-Turkish dream wns sacrifieed: and by dn intense revisionist spirit,
wtile its incomprebension of Italy's loyel attituds was the source of misunder-

standings between the two natioms.

In any cass the elarifying sotion of Italy was fully demonstrated by r
the conclusion of the Italo-Turkish, Ttalo-Creek, Greco-Turkish treatiss con-
cluded ip 1928 thavks to Rome's supporting attitude.

The Italo-Turkish 5 year ascord of 1932 which sprang from the meeting
of Rustu Aras and the Duge at-1'ilan on 3 april, 1928, pormalized the situation
in the Esstern Lsditerransan but 414 nct profuce the results hoped for by Ttaly.

It rust be fradkly said, bowever, that Italy's wvaluabls assistance ig
1828 and her constantly loyal poliey id the Dalkans and the Levent wers not fully
apprecioted by Turkey. The causss of this incocprehension -1t mubt be admitted-
are to be sought mot in Turkey's 111 will but in an extensive propagands
carried on against us by lediterranean powers which led .nkure to regard our
vulorization of our ..egedn possessions as a menace to its security.

The tension in the lediterrunsan during the period of sanctions gave
Turkey the opportunity of realizing her revisionist tendenceies and by her note
of 10 april, 1926, to the signatory powers of the Lausanne treaty, ahe dofinitely
placed cn the carpet the icmedists revision of the regime of the Straits.

On Juns £2 the Conferance was cpened at Monmtreux which led to the new
agresmsnt in which g1l the signatory powers of the previous treaty participated
with the expeption of Italy who, vietim of isolatiem, loglcally abstained from
any agreement which would 1limit her liberty or setion. Naturelly the treaty of
-Mentreux establishes Turkey's full sovereignty over the Straits with consequent
irmediate rearmsment but- what is more sericus- some of its clauses open the way
for Bugsisn penstration into the Mediterransan, 5 :

: There was a noment when the Montreux conference was threatensd with
collapse owing to the bitter contrast betwsen the Russian and the English .

eontentions.
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Veseow, in fast, elatred free tranalt for har ghipe in case of o
sditerranear conflict withiout, Lovevar

_ » Parmission being ~iven for the
diiterrunsan bellicererts to onter the Mac Sea; Enzland, in her turm, firmly
crronad this, rizhtly couaiderir - sush an dirrdngerent an open violation of
" Prklish luties of neutrality, »

- hybrid od very duperous caproniss was reschsd whish fartially
odifief the Dussiin comtontion by recognizing the right of exit through the
Jtralis to ‘oscosta tattleships in the cuse that they were oblized to render

istines in fores of pucta stipulated under the Loagus of Hations, thus

tring up the [ontreux trecty to the derrecated Frunco-Sovist pact.

The Jussiun plun eclled for an sneirslement of the Nediterranean
to ba slfacted by the estublighrert of Jolsheviam in Spain on tho west and by
2 =ivileced positiom in the Straits on tha sast,

It was thus intended to destroy the Vsditerrunsan equilibrim:, the
nly suarantee of lastin- -eape and profitabls trade, & rud dvean which was to
cunzel with one stroke thousinds of vears of history,

apart fros the Tureo-Russian friendshir, the sovermwent of Femal-
ataturk, insticator of corstrustive activity, gerarely wnd diseipline, cannot
fz21l to olagh with the subversive spirit of ussia, especially now whon the first
“hese of the plan ~the Spanish Zevolution- is beins played out in all 1ts
sansuinory und drecutie reality, whils the sanmuinury storiia sti1l devustating

Tuasia.

Cn tho other hund, os abe cordiolly cdnitted et the ' 1lan meetin-,
“urley hos nothing te fear from Tialy, whose clarifyin- wetlen in the Dallkans
charietorized by the firm muintensings of the status guo, is the most uneguivoeal
dosiantition -if sveh wers raquired- of her loyal mirit of collaboration,
whila ths vieinity of .patolia to our ..egean bases cannot and must not lead to
srtisTury conelusions on the Tumetfon of the lutter which.is striectly dsfonsive.
.".‘.;.:'l}'ﬁ..:" olitiesl eireles, axd partioulur Zalkan cireles, followed the Cianc-
dugtu .ras neeting with the createa atterntion, und Telcrade, ..thens and inlars
=particularl = wars hi-hly satisfied =rith its rasults. 2

The caeting of the two sninent stitemsn will be followed by much
worls in Ths two ehancories und it 13 t0 bo extogted that the contrastins fopoes
if <72 eusts—n baain will bBe finally aysta-atiped wery shortly.

Tha dero-larlin azis aod the ‘Centlemen's .greement" are without any
e 9% <3 ~ain 1i-ss Wiich wAll detor-ine the new Suro-san eguilibriwm through
G She thadin 1inas sl i s % Ttalo-
T.fual -tases of oerzunization, one of thleh ia the return to a cerdial Ital
suriah wlaratarding.

Characterizad by serers realiz- s tho norralizin: work of lussmlinits
T54Y —utde a valuahle comtribution to Duropean eguilihrium,
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1, In tte discussion of the Italisn Fawval Budget befors the Benate on
15 May, 1937, the Undersecretary of State for the Navy, afmirel Cavagnari, made
the following commsnts soboerning the Nawel Frogrem;

{a)"gonstruation of the rtthuh..‘lpl LITIORID snd VITTORIO VENETO i
-jrogressing mpidly,

Bote: The Assistant Nawval Attschs recently cbserved the LITTORTD
under construction mt the Sen Marco Tards apd noted inten-
sive work in progress preparing for her lsunching on 25
July, 1957, Relisble souroes report that mimilar inten-
sive work is dn progress on the YITTOHIO VEMETO.

(b) *The Modernised Battleships CAVOUR and QESARE will snter service
sarly in the summer,™

Hote: This agrees with the Naval sttache's previous sstimates,

(o) “The modernization of the old battleships DUILIO and DORIa bas
" been started)

Fots; The Fawval atteche bas definite confirmstion of this work
baving bean atartsd on the DORIA at Trieste, hmd bas good
reamn to believe that it also ms besn started or the DOTLIO at Ganoca,

(4] The Lirkt Cruissrs QARTEALDT and LUTGI DT SAVOIa will soter comm-
ission within the naxt few montha b

Hote: This conforms to the Naval Attache's previous satimates,

(8 A pew sguadron of four GRIAMI typs destroyers will be commissionsd
within the next few monthab

Hote; This agrees with the ‘.pnl Attache's satimatea,

(T Befors the end of this fiscal year 10 = 600-ton torpsdo boats
and 14 sabmarines will hawve besn added to the Fleet and 4 ORSa
types Escort Patrol Ships will beve been launched '

Hote: The Bawval Attache has previcusly reported to O.N,.I. that
10 = 800 ton torpedo bomta and 16 submarines bawe ol resdy
joined the Flest during this fiscel year and that the
four ORSAS bavs already besn launched, The following
pamed ships are imown definitely to bave joined the Fleet
during t:u present fisoal year:
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TORPEDC BCX TS SN S
SAGITTLHIO ALTAIR VPERLa sMBERA
VEGa ALDERBARAN [#). i EN MALACHITE
AHDROME b CIED BEERILLO aRaDuM
ANTARES CAROFx I ASFRD AT
CASTOHE CASSTOFEa TURCHESE MACULLE
CORALLO DESSIE
ONICE DAGARTR
IHIIE .

Thare will bs no mors torpsdo boats completed before the end of
the fiscal ysar, but it is probable that the remalning four sub=-
marines of the Dl class may join the Fleet before 1 July.

{g] "Besides units mentioned above, the following will have been laid down
during the fiscal year which is pow eloaing;

12 = 1500 ton destroysrs.
16 - 500 ton torpedo boata.
) - gubmarines of more than 500 toms,
& oonsiderable guantity of leassr unite,

1 canpot for the moment give my informatlon as %0 future inten-
tions in regard to construttion.=

Bote: The Hawval Attache has reported the laying down of 10 deatm yera
of the CAMICIA NERa class, giving their tounnage ae 1498, The
sorrscted tonnage of this elass should be 1600, and it is assumed
that thers are two more of this glass about whioh there has besn
no previous imowledge. (ne possibility is that these two have
pot yeot been laid down but will be befors the end of the fiscal
ysar, anothar possibility im that they bave been laid down at
Eiva Trigosa, or some othsr small out of the way yard, Tha
Maval attache will attempt to check these possibilities,

Refersnce (a) listed 0 - 600 ton torpedo boats suspected of
belng under construetion or planmed, In the absence of more
dsfinite information this eatimate will not be changed, it
being mssumed that four of thess 80 will not have been lald
down prior to 1 July, 1937. Likewiss the sstimate glven in
~eforance (a) of submrines under construotion will not te
gmnged at the present time, It 18 thought likely that the 20
mentionsd in the speech are the same 2 listed in reference |a)

subpsgquant to the AIla class.

{h) "The development of the tuilding progrem has pecessitated an increass
in the number of officers of the various naval ocoTpa®.
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Hote: The detalls of this increass wers glven in N.A, Roma'p
report 903-150 of 17 Pebruary, 19%.

(1)=The Naval Dmeft Law has bsen modifisd to snable the Mavy to anroll
all persons whose lt}tﬂill or services rendsr tham partioularly
suited for the Navy.'

Kote; The Neval Draft Law is embodied in Royal Decres Ko, 1365
of 8 July, 1932, modified by Royel Decras Law Mo, 2509
of 19 December, 1936, published May 5, 1937, The records
of this office do not indicate whether or not U.N.I. was
furnished with & trenslation of the original draft law,
8ince its translation will impose & considermble hurden
on the staff of this office, the basic law and its recent
modification cannot be forwarded until a later dats,

(1A new law L8 now being prepared on the status of Maval Officers
which will substitute that of 11 Mareh, 1526, which was common
to the thres armed services, The law regarding Naval Reserve
Officera is slso baing brought up-to-date and modified,

Hote; 4 trenalation of this new law will be forwarded sg mon
an the law L5 published,

Ikrfn new codified text concerning the organization of the Navy will

be compiled,™
Hote; A tranalation of this will be forwarded immwdistaly after
publication,
=3=
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1, The permansnt home and cperating pavel bages of the First and Jesond
Squadrons of the Italisn Fleot have recantly boen interchanged, The First
Bquadron, with attendant light forces, now basss on Tarsnto and the Secoud f
Bquadron, with accompanylig 1ight forces, is based on La gpozla, ‘ o

2. The two modernized battloeships CAVOUR and CESAEE, which have just
rejoined the Fleat, have been organized as a division which has bean sddad
to the First Squadron, thereby conslderatly increasing its strength. |

5, The resscn for. this important change in the ptrategic distribution
of Ttalian Waval Forces is %0 soncentrate the principal strength of the Fleet
pormanantly in the eritical, strategic geographical triangle - sieily-Tripoli-
Bardania, all beavy units of the Italian Fleet are now based on Taranto, and
the two Dew battleships under constructlon, &a wmll as tho two under moderni-
zation, will be added to this force whed they are ready to jola the Fleet,

4, It is reliably reported that Tamato will be developed into the
prinoipal Italian faval pase, scee of which work has alresdy bemn comenced,

5., With Taranto as = masn docking, overbaul and repalr base, and with
the favorsble locetion of augusta ms a fleet operating base, the af foctive-
ness of the Italian Flest is8 moasurably inorecsed io this oritical satmateglhe
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ORGANTEATICH OF TERRITORIAL AIR Z0IES IN ITLY

CICORAPH 0, 104,

1, There ia forwerded attached hereto Momogreph ko. 164, & trensletion of
a Royal Decres, showing the subdivision of the EKingdom of italy ilato tercitorisl
4ir Zones and Asronmutical Jormands,
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sAgean ssromsitle commnd, somsend ub adl - lselules Li» territory of all tim

AV the depeaisase of svasy Territerial slr Zees Qummpld aye;

{s) maberial ssd Alrpert servisss Dimsstlsn with mlstive shops, warebowits, #90.
{t) asvonmmile simisistrative Direetlen wiih relative shops, eta, .

{8) ssssasuiis Cosmissary Uirsgtios with relstive slops, sis,

{4) mebiligabios sud resrulting senter,

N/ mmmumuumn-tmm-ﬁumi.
e gcumand Lbself,
1 8 the Geguntenes of evesy Mseemtisal Gemmsad we:
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w (gentimed) H.A. Rome hl-F-J? of 13 Aug, 153,

.,-_mmun-tmmnhmﬂ e,
A8 Assosmutle Alministrative 0ffiee wild relabive shaps, o4,
|n-utll“-rﬂuﬂnmnl.ﬂ. ;
4) 4 bilisation and resruiting oshber, - :

e shove offises will Mave Manlyuqitesy of S Gesmnd Bredgueriens.
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COMETNED MANEUVERS IN SIOILY, m

1. mmmﬂmnﬂmnmw.mﬂurmu
Bieily have just besn completed. In these mansuvers the Army esmployed 50,000
-.I.mm-iu.m-ull.m-nhmm

2. The part played by the Navy has received little publicity and the
navyl mansuvers imvolved are not known,

3. mmmmmﬂmmmndMamnm.u
Mazzara, cne battalion at sach plase. At the begimning of the problem 1t
m“%ih“umummmmmthm
ing sireraft comsiderably weakensd, Later reinforosments %o the defending
air foros wers oconcedsd,

4. The published oomolusions of the exsreizes are.to the effsct thati

Point tl}tﬂuumhmummhummtm-
in this case, the snemy Ls thoroughly mechanized in the most moderm

way
Foint (2): The defences of Bioily mmst be incrsased.
Foint (3)1 The defending sir forcs played = very largs part in the defest of
the invaders.

4s In previous years it has besn ths custom of the Italisn Government to
invite all foreign Militery snd Alr Attaches to witness the mbual mAnsTTers.
This year noms were inmvited.
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BCa-100
From ........7 - Datel12.Hoverber, 19,97 Serial No. 15 ... Pﬂnﬂaéﬂrﬂﬂ_
“- m
Boures of information ... Zrne0 i Sl
ITALY ARY FERSmIEL FrotH
———— JTALY. AZY FEEOMTL oL el =Pl
e [ rp——p—n Clinden 1 pr b sheet] i
Reference A

R T L P Ty e e et p—Ts

SHOTGZ OF COE0TTTS

1. Two dscrees ;ublished this wmel provife foo the metsntics A%k *an
eolors of troops bore in 1915 and now secving as conscrd t8 witk tia o)
Italiun adr Foree as wireless ocnd radiclosy experts cad as 2n{ve=s. Thoss
zen ware due for reloase about this ti s,

2+ In afdition L.C.C."5 and -on “orm In 1797, 1002 apd 1907 upd 7loses
in the Sesarve hove been callsd for sarvice tredning.

3. .The secson for this setion im Lhat ihe nimber of taz due for
comseription Ip 1730 will he corsiferably wfer Sho averuze of EOD,00C owing
to the reduces wmr-tiie birth rute ip 1917, when ther wmre horn. SHince the
relscas of the 1916 class of swrserirts s .a wmala aga cury razi-ecis have

e

been well below noral &-c'!-“"i & ptrenth.
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From.. T .. Date. 2099, 1037 Serial No. 838 .. ¥ile No. ME-__
Bource of information . CONSULAR RELQET HE.F? el

ITALY = AVIATION - OROGANTZATION - AIR STHENGTH.
Suhject _ITALY - AVIATION - FERSCMTEL - CEAPMCTERISTICS - LEADERS. .. o e

L ki, rrpearted v CTadem i e o i e biciel
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THORZaSs TN ITALIAN AVIATION vERSONMEL IN SICILY

1. The following is quoted from & report submitted by tle Amarican Conmil
at Palemmo, Sicily, under dats of 30 Novembar, 1937

wThe Esadquarters of the air forces in Sielly is nmow at ralermo
and Brigedier Gezeral Stanzeni has recently assumsd sommand, The
Aviation personnel has been greatly incremssd during the last few
months, Dot only in eoznsction with the sstablishment of the head—
gquarters, but also ino respect to the pumber of pilots and non-
sccmissionsd officers at the air field. There ls, however, a great
1lmock of planss and the flylng parsonnel bave little opportunity of
getting off the ground. It may be added that with the assigmment of
GJeperal Stanzani to yelermo it 18 the rirst time that a flylng offl-
cer of this rank has been stationed bere,.™,

I

P / ,.i"( ?_l -
-_ﬂ..__.;-“ i & A 1 S e —— e ———— S
n.-k/uu LRI L L=a (ST TS E’-‘- L Mas, i can l‘?llt AL | e | B
B 1L B S B - | i

R AR ER N T el o o o e ) T G
T e e N S T i iy o = =

& 8 EETIEERLTT ST BEEEE
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ATTACHE'S REPORT A-—J.-J Y 5/-8B
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From...... T D\l Dace:ber 1937 Serial No....577 . Pile Ne. m
Source of information _Gorsular Bapot iy T

AVLATIOH CROLTLTION ATR STTEIGTH
Sabject ........ TRLY... B T 5 — ORI ... TR
= {(Matien _lll. [l Wik i oo il sl
Raference .. i A e e T AT ——
adauing, sl m of By 0L ML b l * i
s ;’ﬁﬂr -
WEW SICTLLAT .ITPOR08 , “’n-é'/
DEC 22 1837

1. Jecorfing to a pesort of the .mericun Consul Jensral, llaples, dated
7 Decebar, 1737, a eolleagus had rentionesd the fact that anyone driving through
3ieily with thedir eyes oper would learn that tiers are ten new and large aviation
fiolds on the 1slund, rangies from 17 %o 2 square Eiloweters in area,

£, This woul# pesn %o confim a rerarl recantly made by oo Ttalian
avistion officer now on duty in Sicily, in which the Iinformation slipped that
there wers & nwibsr of uaw alrports baing constructed om the lsland.

Ge  Effort will bs mafe to deteruine the leeation of thess reported new

airports.
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mwm-mtmm.ir.mw
Prom...T.. DataldJom, 1028 SeralNo. B _______ File No 303100
Bource of information . O0NTACT - CONSULAR REFORT < d
ITALY - POLITICAL FORCES - POLICY - FOREIGH. "
Subject . TTALY - DTERUTICIAL EELATION - SBeIN N
1M tien pariad sa) Clnben et 10 P b st d

Reference Noa; fome's Serial gl3 of 7 Jan, 1“1-_'.!;.‘.%%:,.
e

o i A5 et o e b7 0 01 8 e gty spted b s i

m‘nw.hl B

IMALIalN INTERVENTICN IN SeaTN

1, The same informant who supplied the information contaiped in Serial §13
bas confirsed the acoursey of tlat report from & separate source, He #iso adds
thet some BOOO to 3000 native troops mve beso despatohed from Lytis to Spain
recantly.

£, The following extract from the report of the Consul General, Naples,
of 12 Teouery, 1938, also teands towards confirmation:

®] tave the hopor to report thet the head of a large coneern whish
handles a groat deal of bunker =oll® informs me Yery positively that bhis
cormpany bhas besn bunkering Itallan transporte (oF vopsele used as trans-
ports) apd that they have been earrylng large mumbers of troops and mili-
tary supplies to Spaln since the Terusl battle commenced - and particu-
larly withia the last 10 days®™.

*Tt asams quite well sstatlished from cther and indepandsnt sourcea
that it i qubte cormon bellef - perhaps kmowledge - mong peracns cob-
peoted with port activities that a good many troops m¥e besd leaving
¥eples snd (according o some) Gasta. Thess latter informants however
pay 1o effeot that it is impossible to tell whether these troops go %o
Africs, or to Spain,=
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Bourcs of information ... PEESS : S

Bubject = O FEATIGN .
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YOS STMMRY WEX 22-20 JaaRY, 1998, (6B .8L1ga

0 SAND Popolo d'Ithlis, 22 Jam,
: ohe, Boee, end Lhs Counsalo e Japanose Embassy went :
t& Tealce to represent Japan st the fune of Sandro Sandri, Italisn joumalist
killsd in ghina. "

B, i Osservators Romano, 22 Tamuary,

[ ] o Entente will open its mext sssslion
on 3 Fobruary at Bucharest, The Comission is to sstablish a plan of cosmercial
axchangs betwsen Tugoslavia and Roumsnis and Tugoslavie and gmechoalovalis, It
will also &isouss Tugoslav-Boumsnisr ssonamic relations, collaboration in pomsuni-
oatlons and economic collmboretion smong the Damibian States (Bodza plen), The
fonference of the States of the Little Eaotents phiich was to ve met on §
ot Ankars has besn postponsd to the latter half of that memth, Tt will be pre-
slded over by Metaxas, President of the Hellenic Qouncil, Ntoysdinowieh will
arrive at ankars some doys befors the opening of ths Confereos in ordar to
meat the President of the Turkish Bepublic. The Boumsiien Foreign Minister is
also expeoted before the Conference ocpens to oarry out negotiations with the
Turkish Foreign Minigter,

N EEICH MINISTER ITLY: Fopolo d'Italia, 22 Jsouary,
The Latvian En 8 wis Tece on E Jasuary, He wag
recaived by the Duce on the same day, He later visited the Istituto Forlanimi
and the Foro Mussolinmi,

The Tapasass Wval ATH

4, mmmmmmm: Messnggero, B4 Jamuary,
A dispateh from Opntes states 1gz Minister, Micesou,
arrived there on 23 Taouary. During tie day e had varicus conversations with
Colonel Beck, Polish Forelgn Ministar, Colonel: Beck, M, Micescu and M. Cret-
z8ano, Director of Political Affairs at the Boumanien Fpreign Minlstry, lunched
informally together., Mr, Winston Omuredill ws 0 mve attendsd the luncheon
but sent his exouses, The Roumanien Minister Left Canpes the sams svening,

8. 3 ll-lﬂmm.l-lrmrr.;ﬂpmqmtun |
stotasarnt By ® that the new Fremoh Ministry has already | =
informed the British Treasury unofficlally that i% will request a loan of 50 |

 BESATI QLS s w2 e 1o
bounged t & was Lo represent the Fasolst Qonfedsration of
Industrial Workers in tie Fasclst Misslon %0 Jepan, has been mibatituted by the
Hon, Rpdolfo Veoohindl. *The mis o will leav Genova on the RIANCAMAND om 16

February,
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7.  BRITISH UNUERSEORETWHRY g STATE VISITOD FRAMCE: Messagroro, 25 Tan,
Faris; r Geoffrey Lloyd, 82 Undersscretary o ate at the Home Offige,
Interior, Sarraut,

was recelved om 24 January by the French Minigter of the
Anti-gireraft defenss wop digousned,

C. RISsST. ZayT: Dally Tslesrank, 25 Tupuery, A oritish
coumorelal troveler o Lo: retuomsd to Hous Eong “rom the Far Ensturg provinoos
of Siverie roported that tha Musalers cre imking extenzive militory preparaticns

i 412t prea. Ther ore, he stated, bullding: seroslane and sulmwerines bazos;

elready they hove ebout 190 sineeripss st Tledivosatok avd 500 mercnlanes oon-
" centratad near thet eity,

8, ITWLY STRENTENS a¥YS3INIa TO00ES: Deily Telegraph, 25 Japuary,
Lore Icalian troops are on thelr way to Abyssinie, Tolsy ihe steamer Tmbria,
10,123 tons, left Neples with: 60 of™pers ond 1,850 troops on board. lioarly
3,000 Italian troops left Uogles for abyssinia last Saturday. Pecently thers
hove bean rapocts of renewsd Alsorders in various parts of the country,

9. IDLIAN MILITARY aOTIVITY aGADIST aBYSSDIa] THITESMEN: Iew Tork Hor-
ald Tribuhe, raris siltlon, 27 Jacusry, Ioportant ootions ecalnet Ethiopian
Tribomen during the rainy season are reported, Tus Adlis ateba-gibouti rail-
Tond is s2id to have been kept open durls; 4he blg raing culy by constunt merisl
eetivity, 113 planes heving bees used. Squadrons besed on Diredsua vndertook
operations more tlan 200 miles from thelr boses, droppin. quantitios of Bur=
Flies ond runitions to ground troops ic difriculties,
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NEY TUREEDO BOATS AD SUBMARDNE LAIRICHED,

1. The Italian press of & February,1938, npw'tl.t{mum
&t Gencn, Sestri Fonemte yards, the torpedo boat ARETUSA of the sams class as
the recantly launched ALOICHE ATRONE,

2+ The submerine TELETEN wes leunched on ti.e same date at the Muggiano
yards, La dpezias
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Bourse of information . BISAR. .. . ..o e
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HOEE SMURY, WEEX 5 - 11 FEHRUART,1938.

24 15 :

M MATORO The London "Daily Tels .
| " believed that the pimte submarines (et
present operating in the Mediterranean) are operating from the new Nationalist
naval bass at Pollensa in Majoros, Balearic Islends.® : The Bfitish and
French have announced their intention to throw a sordon ships arcund ths
Balearic Islanda, 1

2. ALY ATT H. The London "Deily Telegraph® of 7
Fetruary dispatch Abraltar stating that severgl hundred Italian
.and Cerman airsen billeted in hotels in Tetusn, mosording to relisble in-
formation from Ceutm. The dispatch further states that naval suthorities are
unable $o0 confirm the report that some of the mirmen escorted a sonvoy of Italian
steasmers to Cadiz.

-
OFFLCIALS B OX BT AD EERLIN., The Rome "Mesdaggerc”
I'o that the Minister of Uar made an interesting report to the |

Budget Board the military preparation of variocus Powsra in the Far East., Later
the Minister of the Interior revealed that the Tapansss Government intonds to send
officiale to Rome mnd Eerlin with the exclusive task of achieving the spesdy ex-
changs of information in regard to the motivitics of internaticnal Comzminism be—
tween the signatories of the Anti-Comintern Past.

3K M

Tig
By

GIILE HUTHER ER BUTLS The "Messaggero® of 10 February
publishes o dispateh from dantisgo, stating that the Chilean Ministry for
Hational Defense has asked for bids, through the Esbassies and Lagations, from
shipyards in the United States, Italy, Gearmany, Great Britain, Frence snd Swedsn
for the construstion of £ sarmored crulsers of 8,000 tons emch. It is mot yet

Imown whether thess ships will bo armed with 6" o= @@ guns,

5. BUSSTAN AVD JAPAMESE MILITARY M348 REC AL T The "lisssaggerc™ reports
from Berns on 9 February that it is learned that the resent fristicn botwoan
Bussia and Jepan has resulted in the brescing of o diplomstic agresnent botwean
the two countries which provided for the pressnce of an official Soviet delegation
of observers with a Japmese reglment, ecd reciprocally, s Japansse delegation
with the Soviet Russien Ar=y. In consequence four Jupmess officers nssigned to
loscow are on thelr way out of Russia erd four Soviet offisers asalgned to &
reglment at Jahikewn are returning to Russis.  In diplopatis sireles this nct is
considered rather grave and a preluds to mors i=portant events,

B STER OF MIGARATA IETTALS TO LTAN ETHG AND XIPERO)

alster of Nicaragua, H.E. Don Tomas Fransipeo Madina, was recaiwd in
sufience on 8 Februery at the Juirinsle where he presented his sredentials as
Eaovoy Extrecrdivary and Lisister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua to H.M, the iing
of Italy, Bmperor of Ethiopia. -
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1. The following is a summary of Italisn ¥aval Vessels under sonstruction
or projeoted on 1 Merch, 1938,

SHIP FROORAM TAED LATD DOWS LAUNCHED THIALS COMPLETION
— [Estimated)
En"¥ITrORIO YEOTO "S54  San Maroo  10-34 787 - 140
LEITTORIO "534  ansaldo - 1034 8-37 - 40
e Ban Maroo - - - 4
#AMFERD ] Anssldo - = “um (42
Eep"RTTILIO RECOLO 38 0.7.0. Livermo - - - 139
0 MARTO 138 " - e & £ 39
- OHE AFRICAND 138 - - = = i 39
HI1. '38  angsldo, Genom - - - 139
EMTLTD 138 - - - - - 39
POMPE0 MACWD '38  C.N.R. Ancona - % % "39
ATIVIAND AGET0  '38 - - - - .
DRSO '28 Rlwa Trigoso - - - 39
ACHIPER *38 - il = = 139
TIBERIO '38  0.T.0. Migglano - - - a9
OTULIO GERMANICO 38 (0.B.5. Haples - - - 59
—ULAT0 THALAND *38  0.N.f. Palevmo - - - 29
D0 “TAMICL. WERM 37 omW LTWEND  1-37 9-39 - 38
LR =7 - - 10-379 = - "38
- PORaEETERE "37 . . 10-27% - - '8
A=TTENTERE 137 - - 927 ¢ 238 - 38
LAVIERE 37 - - 2/37 937 = *28
+uRTITLIFRE 157 - - 1-37 1237 - 38
s FTHD 37 c.n.q. Aacomm 5-37 i i '35
—FOCTLIERE 27 437 - - o,
(T ERSAJL TERE 37 palemmo 4-37  nalout 428 . 38
TTERE "y - .39 tout d=-30 - 138
e '37  Riwva Trigoss 237 about 5-38 - a8
mnﬂ 37 - - 237 = = o "8
™ "ALCIONE 136 ansaldo 10-3§ 18-37 - AL
~ATRONE LT - 10-35 1-28 - v38
~ARTEL 136 - 10=36 - - '38
ARETORA '35 - 10-38 538 e 138
~CALTHS0 '35 - 10-36 - - "8
pn.u.:m '35 - 11-38 - - 158
CIROE 135 - 11-38 - - 38
- 11-38 - - '8
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sy PROCRAM  TaRD LATD LAUNCHED TRIALS OOMPLETION
— e L Doww (Estimeted)

‘{m_ *36  Quarmare 12-36 937 - 38
LT R *35 - 1235  10-37 - 35
g F 1 b1 . 1236 11-37 - 38
LuTHOE "6 - 12-36 1-28 = 35
“PALlaDE *36 PB.8.H. Naples £-37 1227 - 138
<farrEoeT 135 - 1p-26 B35 - *38
~MLETADE '35 - 1-37 9-37 - 133
“POLLICE '35 - 1+37  10-a7 = 135
Ty .
EE 26 palormo 4=36 I-37 - *3e
MEETIOME e - G35 £-27 = 38
j.mn *30  B,9,%, Maples  2-36  12-3% Z e
PROCTONE '35 = L 236 1-27 - *3a
88 vBATCmLLD 37 Moafelooms - 11-27 - '35
MT (k] L - 1-38. - *ag
£= - - - - 38
o 2. i D Em. =
“FroTaa = e . > - e
~TANDCLO - L] - 1137 - 38
VipRoS DI - - - - - 138
VMOCENTSO - . - 11-37 - '38
w - - - = - 28
CALTANT *37  Tosi - - - "8
Ty 127 - = - - 38
TRLMOTTT 27 » - - - '38
~aCIRE - 0.T0s La Spezia - 138 - 138
TOTEN - . . - 23 - 30
<TI0 - " - - 2-33 - *38
v Taror £ - - s = - '8
o - v . - = = *50
LMETTRLLT - - - - 1137 1-2a 58
- COTDAR - . . - 1037 1-3g "aa8
A0 LANIET - L - - 1237 138 138
A TRa 0 136— Tosl 7=37 - . =Ll 335
. TOOA 135 - 133 &7, 10-37 38
f}ml *36- . =06 12-37 - 138
ot )
“# 2) additional in #37
*#3) Frogzram
~F4)
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48 Contlnuad

Latlated

Vo2 Fropgraa

24 The Itolien ministry of Wkorine has confirmed the dates of launching
£ subiorines glven above, but has daclined to give eny dates of laying down,
@ sdnlotoy, in reply to a request Tor Inforwtlon concerning nawes and dates
f loying dewm of the subosrines listed above as lioss 1 %o 4, stated ocm 28
bruar:, 1938, that "They are of tlhe 1937 prozrma and on 1 Jenuary,lSS8, had .

t yot been laid down®™. Liltewiss the lnistry stated that it wes not poasible
giyge any infomistion concerning the 1938 submarine pro &8 previcusly

rogorted, tho sovel attoche estiuntes this progran to be 20 submarines of sbout
1000 tons sacha
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Reference Nayal ittacke, Rome, Report Serial Yo. 149, Tile 08, 803, of 2/25/37.
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Been from nearhy Lonts 3an Sluliano, not much progress appeurs to
bave besn made during the past ysar oo the =ilitary airport at Trapanl. There
are now two small hangars, coe pew, and comstructlen appesrs to ba still in
progreas on an adninistration uilding and moall barrecka. Mo planss wers
seen, About one kilometer west of the fleld, shielded from the sea by Honte
San Oiuliano are threa largs underground tanka.

oaoso

TRAPAN]

Ths airport is located just outside the town to ths wost, Tt wus
seon omly from a distance but 1t guve every indication of being o well
constructed moder: militery airport. There are thres large new hangars, new
barracks and a large adsinistration buildicg. The land'ng flold wea about
1 HMlcestsrs wide and 2 klloueters lomg. This field, the only one obaorved
inlapd iz Sicily, is probably intended ap the priocipal alreral enncogtration
point 1n Sieily.

NHo chenges apparsnt sinee the subnission of Hawul Attuche eport
Barial Ho. 149, File £02, £03, &f 25 Marchk, 1937,
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L CRISULATES U g : FPepolo D'Italia, 5 lar., Berlin,
411 Gerran Conmilates in 2in have been closad,

2. FEEIGNERS IN CETNESE . FORCE: Oiornale D*Italia, 5 lar,, Shanghai,
Tha Chiness .ir Force ia comprised primarily of two forelign formations, Tha
first and largest 1s composed exclusively of Scyiet Bvistora; the secopd 1a
comanded by the jrarican, Tincent Sehmidt, scldier of Tortuns forcerly in
Lsxico, Ethionia and dJpain. Altogethber thers are with the Chiness Torses 400
aviators, mostly Russian, .merican and French.

3  TREOELE MAVAL LIICIN VISITS ROE: Glornale B'Ihlil, 6 Mar, The

'J' Venezuslan Naval "ission which i3 in Ttaly to take delibery of ths two 0ld Itelies
Yine Sweepors for the Vecszuslan Covernmant {s visiting dooe, whers its mambers

have bean received by tis Duae and the Undersecretary of State for the Nary.

4. TTALLN Naval YESSEIS VISIT PORTUGAL: Toee D'Italia, 5 Var,, Lisboo,
Tho new Ttaelian Cruissrs, DICA TECIT A9HUZZT and G.ATIAIDT wre making o five Ay
q vieit of friendship to Liasbon duricg whick the .dmirsl ard Cfficers will %e
r’ recoived by the “residant of -ortugal. MNote:- this is presuably o shaledowm
eruise,

5. POLSE FOREIGN MIKISTER VISITS BE: 7 Varch., Colomsl Back, Foliak
Farelgn linlatar, arrived in ioe for conversctions to last for ssvesal days.

- BRITISH ALMLSIADOR ARG IVES FOR ROVE TAIFS: 7 Lare:, Tha Britiah
smbaseador to Room, peconpanied by I'r. Laurice Ingras, forse=1y Counselor of
British Exbasay, arrived in Foce for the inglo=-Ttalian conferenca,

Te  HNGAHLN REARGLENT: Toos D'Itulia, & Lar. Prims Vipiater Daranyi
of Dungury acpounced that Hungary claimed the right to rears and would apend
oze billioz Peoge in a five year National Defense Frogram.,

E. BOLLNI. FICOMILES IT.IIY RBTINE: Topolo D'ITtulia, B Yar.,
| Bucharest. .. Zew Roumanian 1 inister %o Home hes been appoioted with letters of
v errdit addressed to the Fing of Italy and Ecperor of Zthiopia,

9. POLND BECORIIZRS ITALLY RTIHE: ¥ Larch. Foland's recognition of
the Itullan comguest of Sthiopla wua signified wher the FPolist Terelgn Minister,
Colonel Beeck, at an offieial banguet tardered in his honor by tha Ital fan Forelam
Linister, proposed a toast to the Fing of Ttely and Emperor of Ethiopia.
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1, In presenting the 1936-3f mawl pudget to the chamber of peputiss; the

Eelator of the gameral poard of the pudget stated as follows in regard %o Ilalian
Fleot Organizaticn and gotivitlen;

wpfter a pariod of unsertainty due more to sconomic snd palitical
considerations than to operative and tecimical factors, the ba
bas resumed its place as the principal factor of maritims power in
the great mavies, Mthtmlﬂﬂﬂlﬂhm;m
TORID VENETO, Bl IMYERO bave their counterparts in lilﬂ.l!ll.ltlﬂll—
ned or under construgtion by the other yowsrs as follows;

Francs - 4 or perhaps 6 units;

rogland - B or parhaps 10 units;

maited gtates - 4 or perhaps & units;

germany- 4 units;

Japan - an unknown migge of units; and if information is relisble,
U.8.5.R. - has also desm@sd o build 2 wnits of maximum womnage,

wtha work of remclernization already complated on the twn shipa
ORSARE and QAWOUR, that at present is in oourse om the ships of the same
typs DOSTL. and DUTLIV, H--ﬂwml::mu‘n;::.tmw
will giwe Ltaly two homogenacus ships sash
is m.:l.ﬂ.ml the moot convenient mmber for a rational and pvj‘xhu-
taotical employment of this fype of ship.*

=g international treaty or other agremsest at present binds Ltaly
t0 a limitation of wrmsments; neverthaless, in regard to battlsahips,
Italy has resaindd quantitatively and miunﬂuumumu
limits of the yashington and pomdon Treatiss by which, E5WeWer, as said
above,; shs is pot boundw,

the natural and.logical ocomplement o the group of larger ships, The

big units can stay at sea for long and move at high spesds,
The ssoort and socuting services they oeuld not nowsdays diss
penss with, could not be performed by the exristing light undts both for

hﬂm#mmmmﬂw W
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"It has besn necessary to increass the sulmarine flset in proportion
to the surfsce fleet.™

®The new submarines will have a wide rangs, exoellent sea-going quali-
tiss and good ammament; they can remain st sea for long periods to guard
our vital linso of communication, both in the mediterreneen and in’ the

Qosans, The new units are an improvement on the type already in use which
bave parformed long and satisfactory servige =

*Ths presant navael program does not comprise units of the orulser and
smaller torpesdo boat classes, although other powers are intensivying their
oonstrustion of crulsers, the Havy does not at presant consider urgent the
inoreass of the excellsnt and modern group of cruisers now in commissionw,

*dimilarly it bas besn dscided not to increase for the present the

group of mmaller light unite; also in view of the fact that 12 new das—

troyers and 16 torpedo boats of the 1935-36 program will join the Fleet
during the year=, E

#The yavy has glven particular care to the study of the improvement

and more profitable utilization of the existing suxiliary fleet, This work
of sdaptation must necessarily be complemented by a quantitative lnoreass

in these units which are indispensable for the muxiliary services of the
Flest and yaval Bassa™. '

*In the year 1935-37 the greater part of our Fawal Foroes, that ias,
all the most modern war units, wers organized into the two bodies which
have for m long time parved as the basis of the constitution of ocur naval
forces; the lst end Znd gavel Squadrons, HOwever the aspeot of our fleet
has been considerably altered by the entry into servige of the Battleship

CONTE DI CAYOUR and the GITLIO CESARE after their rediocal modernization;
the pressnce of thess battleships endows ocur naval forces with the big-

battle units it formerly lacked,®

splmoat all the submarines are in four groups under the Sybmarine Qom—
mand with headguarters in Rome.™

*puring 1936-37 intensive tralning was cerried out and, as ususl, sxer-
clsss in firing and employment of armms, tactical-strategic msmsuvers with
opposed foroes, and sero-paval exercises wers hald, =

*The yearts training was concluded with the apoolal exzercises carried -
out under the contral of ths Ministerial Ooemission which is sppointed
sach year to ascertain the greds of efflclsnoy attained by the unite of

the Fleestw
-pB =
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=7hs gunboat LEMNTO, stationsd in the Far East, effectsd a crulse
during yuly and sugust, 1937, during which 1t touched at Telngteo,
Chinwangteao, peithac, Darien and Welhaiweil =

spuring the year the gpenish situation bas necessitated missions by
eruisers and egploratori in the gpanish and african waters participating
in the ymditerranean patrol service and under the Nyon Agreement.®

=Tn the preparation of thes units of the Fleet, particular care has
been devoted to mnti-alreraft defenss on board and the respective train-
ing,  The problem hes been feced not only from the point of wiew of
anti-siroraft arms with which each unit is equipped, but alsc with re-
gard to the generel organization of the various services, and to the forms
of ezployment and manesuver of the navel forces lisble or subjesct to alr
attacks

=rha suriliary aviation for the Navy ccmprising the eczbarked planes
and the paval reconnaissance sguadrons has carried out intensified trein-
ing snd attained a satisfestory greds of efficlency, Detachments of
the air arm have also freguently taken part in combined exercises with the

imval Foroes=,
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1, Tie followin; is guoted from the Italian pross of 30 larah,1938:

"During: the discussion of the fudgets at the Senate on Lareh 29,
genator Dusel nentioned certeln problens in cunnection witk the Havy,.
after Justifying Irperiel Italy's need for an oceanin navyy he examined
tihe balmnes ofBmropeen navel forces in regard to undts and tonnage.

*The tonnage of the ItAlfien navy is subdivided in relation to the
teciniesl problans which ray anrise. The sizs of the suboarins fleet, 108
units, mey sppeer snormous if aceount is taken of the mumber of specialists
rejuired for tiiis service; but it tust bo considered that in view of ths
ueer nnd teer of pen end mochinery in ocnse of war, only one=third could be
counted .upon as in full effisisnoy. ¥

"Besldes the 14 ooeanic submarines in oommission there are 12 with
a range which would anstle them to reach Chisimaio wia Hbraltar without
refueling, and which therefore ahould be obls to transport & considerable
uantity of fuel and rmunitions,

"The denator alluded to Japan's constructicn of 10 moter-tankers,
wilch are already in service, with a spead of 20 milea an hour and a
eayacity of over 10,000 tons of oil., This is & osuse of anxiety to the
United Stetes as with suecl ships the Jepaness could agetmpany a bettle
squadron and refusl wt sea in case of mtteck on Hawei or the Pecific coast,

"Bacl. thester of cperaticna presants speciol problems, sush os the
Red See ond tie trondieel zons forltaly. It is tharefore necessery to study
ench detail of combruetion in‘onder to got the best results from man and 4™ i
nsterial. "o ;
®TLe denstor recallsd tis Navy's performance during the Bthiopian war,
ita perfect organizeation for trenspor® and const defense ejuipent, The —
Italien lavy nerits all the trust that is placed in 1it.
®Ile cocatal equipment of naval bases 1s o matter for which 1% 1s
UfTieult to find a perfect solution in wiew of the nev mesns of alr
offense. The sanouncesment of the wor: to be done at the Naplos basin
is higily satisfaotory but tlers is Devertlsless scue doubt ak to the
dafanse shiel ean be provided for ships in a town dosk. The cmstruction
of & third big dook in southern Ttcly is indispansable.
®The dredzing of the port of Derma to & depth of 10 meters ls an exe
cellent step mid tie smw should be done at Tobruk. A glanse at the coast-
line of Lybia showa timt the port’ of Bengasi is also in a perticularly M
stratesionl position.
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; "ln the Bed Jom, Linsssus serves pany militery requirenents; i the Bay
Df:f“h ghould bte found insufficient, hinsssug could be used as un auxlliary
PO
®The port of Assab stends guard ovar the entry into the Hed Sea. In
the Indien Oeean the only*natural porta are Chisimaio and afun, dasab
and Afun togethar can erform a bighly important stretegioal Tunoticn.
¢ Italy will know phere best to choose the 7ort for tie cemanis
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¢, The disoussion given ebove in of interest chiefly for tuo recaonsi

(a) The mention of Chisimeio end afun s sotential beses, certioularly for sub-
perines, in sonalism. It 1o reodiz anded that cherts of those ports bo ob=

toined through the Dydrograshie Uffice.

(b) Tie mention of ths neecessity for coustruetin; o third large docl in soutiern
Italy; in JouthemItaly lurje doois arc now bullt or bullding ot la ﬂ.na
T {lea s

and Tare:to. . Auguste Ber 1s considered th's most Lilkely plane lor sueh
congtructions *

oo
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l. The rnumumrm-rm-miquum'ﬂ- doll®Aria®
of 18 April,1938, are of intersst In sonnestion with the contemplated Te-organi ta-
tiom of sertain of the tastical units af the Italisn Air Corpsi

mm-ﬂ.nuﬂmrnhwmm-mwhmtu
of the imsdnent oconstitution of two Air Units Eregtar than the Mvision,
s immedistely put into effest in truly Fassist msnnar. As the Under-

attentlon, It im of the Ersatest importanse since it Elves to the Adr
Ara a better defined organization and the best possibility for exploiting
its sasantial aharaoteristio - mobility,

®sens "The Adr Squadron'said Osnsral Valle, "will have s certain
numbar of bombing and combat divisions; it will be rdlsased from the
alavary of land bases, constituting a war arm of axospticnal of fensive
power, sxosedingly mobile, consisting of bundrediof plemes which omn be
taken in twenty-four hours from ome seator to another wharever the Suprems
ﬂ_-dafth-h-dl‘mu wishas to maks the maxissm affort?,

Tice versa, acconding ti the strategical i=portance of the sscter, But
whatever the mmber of units and whatever their war charafteristios nay
be, tha sssential purposs of the Squedron im to snsurs to ths sntire or-
ganizetion the possibility of spesdy mansuwer,

"Expariments are to be mads with two new units, but their oumbar
Eay be increased later; im anmy oass, the number and losation of the squadrons
dan only be desided nunm.gluth--.rbob-rmhtﬂth-thutuur
operations involved.

®suss The Commander of the Air Squadron will be charged with the
ltnd.r-ndpnpmtionﬂthcnmdminrm-r. As we have said N

or another, but as & rule the pre-disposition of air preparations for sach
Big Unit will regard its own ssotor. The detailed sxaminstion or ey
territory to be made by the Squadron; the Selection, determination smd
elassifieation of objectives om ths basis of their loocatiom and defesnsive
possibilities and especially in commeotion with their strategle importansce
and somtribution to the resistance Of the atemy natiom; the Imowledges and
study of the losstion, size snd organization of the snexmy forces; all thess
will be the main elements in wocordanos with which the Bquadron Commanger

Zone Commands under the Btarf, Itthuu—md-uthnm
!mwhpnﬂtmqmﬁmuthﬂhnnmdnh standard
of war training inm their exarai eorresponding to the sotual
-uunﬂu/p'miuh the be sngaged, e
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1. Theve are 15 sharts showing ths ssfimated orgamissdion
of the Italimm Alr Cowps as of 1 Tume, 1938, segether with the assigned permament
bases of amd the ¥ypes of plases semprising the variows wmmite,

|
I

& The estimated organissiion shows a Sodal of B40 oombat squadroms (plus

appreximataly 87 truining, wiility snd miseellaneous squplirons) sserised as
AELAL SR
e lesstisn
Isaly Mislly Serdiais Dodslaess Lilra NuAfries  Total
Fightar sen | } 4
Artaak land iz s 18
Bamb,. lamd 80 & [ ] [ ] b
Bombs_ma AL F AE
Bub wobals: 11z & ] L 14 148
INC NITE B AR
Obg. land k-] 1 1 -
NS WITH R, NAYY
Oba. sem 1 4 4 1 1 19
QOLONIAL GARFIRON
oy 4 L] 40
Elahiax Jand_ 4 e
|9k sevalsi 8 5
BRI Y b ] 'l a3 - P
E O, 178 ! A amd BITY o (B
05D letier, May, 1, 1071
_J"'I-f/ﬁ!.lt Diata
pe——y e —— i —— —_

i xF Ll o B el EUEE L Iﬁ;&lll
e [ R e T e =] [
RS e VL A e =

BN, TSR FeTE T



! ’

- ISUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF OF
MAVAL OFERATIONS, MAVY DEPARTMENT

ATTACHE'S REPORT
ey g T i e L L LT T B P LT TR L g e o e ey e

From. % . Datef7uma._._ 1000 SerialNo. 880 ¥ie No. J08-000
w—'

Bubject ... S e T

Reforence ... = —

_=.-m=n_h_|.= w-i ::.Ll-ﬂ#h-m-iil_—rdh—-—l-

ot e

3. Dus to the faot that the Italim Minimry of Akroniimiies gives ows
no informstion relstive to the crganisstion eor composition of the Alr Corpe,
-amummm-mmmmtm.mmmm
are based on observetion snd sontasts. Although the designation snd losstiom
-rmnuu_-_mqm.-n-;hmum.uum
that the gemeral crgsnisstiom, oompogition snd totel mumber of squadroms is
Telrly sccurste,
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CHAFRP 35 (Revised)

1AL 6 N
m.mm KEST m. ;
god Oroup (K1 Adem) lst Group (Tripoli)
[ i
i H .
Squadrona Bquad rons z
i ' 5§
16 (Derka) Ghibli 12 (Tripoli) Ghill 4 -
£8 (1 Adem) " B9 (8irta) " 3
B8 ﬂ'ﬂf!l] " 99 (Hon) -] = -
127 (Derka) Ro=37 104 '“i’““i " &
126 Ro &7
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Hote/ A1l @ uadrons of 9 operating plus 1 reserve planes,
A1l flights of B oparating planes,

Totaly 100 planes.
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AR 18 (Bevised) continmued.

CONONIAL OARRISON IN RAST ANKIOA oy
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NOTE; Oa 111, Oa 185 and B=81 Bguadrons of & operating plus 1 reserve planes.
OR BEE and Ro=1 bis Bquadrons of § operating and 1 reserve planes.

Totals R12 planes,
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(Momogragh le.213)

l. N.A. Monograph Ho. 154 dated 13 August, 1937, reported oo the orgenliza-
tion of Territerial Alr Zones in Italy.

2. N.A. Sarial Ho.225 dated 21 April,1938, dissusssd the contemplated re- -
organizstion of the Italismn Alr Force and the sstablishrent of Jdr Fléeta. by

3: Monograph No. 213 is attached hereto and contains a trunsleticn of m 21?{
MHinisterial Decree enmcted 1 July,1938, which esteblishes and cutlines the b

duties, dependenay etc. of the alr Fleste.

4. H.A, Serial MNo.299 dated 8 June,l938, gave the estinated organization
of the Italisn Alr Foree, together with the assigned permenent beses cf and the
types of planas comprising the warious units. The provisions of the attached
monograph Will result in certain changes in this listed orgenizetion.
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N.A. Roms No, 369-38 of 1 myg. 1938

MOPOGRAPY, Jio. FL5 3007-800 Itely-Avistion-Organise-
1 tion=dir Strength.

OROANTEATION, DUTIES AND DEPENDENOY OF THE ATE FLEETS, ATR
X (R LON

[H BRIGAD SR T TR

DIVISIONS,

1. The following trensletion of a Ministerial Decree somcted 1 July,l338,
provides for the establishment of two Air Fleets in the Italisn Adr Force and
outlines the dutdes, depsndency eto. of the Adr Fleets, Air Divisions, Adr
Erigadss, sand Territorial Alr Zomes.

2. As of 15 July 1938, the 4th Air Division was organized, with headquarters
at Hovara, As of thessme date the End and newly formed 4th Divisions were organ-
ized into the lst Air Fleet within the lst Territorial Zome. Similarly the lst
and 3rd Divisions of the 2nd Territorial Zome were organized into the 2nd Air

3. It ie tha probable intemtiom of the Alr Ministry to eventually organize
ons Alr Fleet (consisting of £wo Alr Divisions sach) in sach of the four Terri-
torial Alr Zopes.

4. The Italian text of this Deoree which is "For Offioial Uss Culy® in the
R. Asronsutica, was furnished as a special courtesy.

Alr Flgets

Organi zation
The Alr Flest includasi
= 1 Air Fleet Hsadgquarters;
= 2 or more Homogeneous Pursuit or Bombardmant Alr
Divipions or Alr Brigades;
= & varisble mumber of Squedrons of strategical reconnaissance.

For the logistic necessities of its units the Adr Fleet Hsad-
quarters has direct supervision over the Territorial Air Zone Hsadquarters
in the territory of which the Air Fleet ip normally stationed.

The Alr Flest Headouarters is organized as follows:

a) Hasdquarters oifice

b) Operstions, Training and Mobilization office
o) Orgenization and Services office

d) Parsonnal office

o) Radio comunioation office

£) Flying section

Strength

The strength of psrsonnel of the Alr Fleet Headquarters mnd
the nusber of planss in the Flying section are givepn in the attached Tables
A and B,

k Air Fleset Hsadquartarst
a) in sscordance with instructions from the Gensral Staff of
the R. Asronautios, studies the possible cperations of the Adir Fleet in relep
tion to given seoctors and well determined hypothesas of aerial warfare:
% b) studies the motual possibilities of employment of available
alroraft of the Alr Fleet;

-lm
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o) supervises the training of the Largs Asrial Units and of
the dependent units, issuing general Lnstructicos for the eoploymant of
the various specialities (pursult, bombardment snd reconnaissance) snd
mmmtl.nf thelir motion of reciprocal support;

d) issues generel instructipons and supsryises ths sxeroizes
of the dependent Large berial Units eand the map problems for officers of
sadd Large Asrial Units, well oombining the various metivities of the
units, 80 as to reciprocally balance up the differsat charasteriatios of
aoploymant ;

o) Improve the oultural end professional imowledge of dspendant
persoonel by organizing speciaml leftures dealing with cooperaticn of the
spacialitien;

£) upon instrustions from the Gensral Staff of ybe E. Asronsutios,
issues orders conoerning the preparation of plans of mobilization of Large
dsrial Tnits and of the dependent units;

) ohecks the preparation of said plans;

b) studies special problems of smployment, functioning of ser-
vices, mobilization, organization;

1) stulies and indicates to the Genersl Btaff of the B. Asronsu-
tioca eventual shanges to be introdused into mireraft and squipmen t;

1) studies and takes the necessary measures for imsuring oomstant
efficlency of airoraft, engines, armament, aireraft equipment qad radic sets;

m) studies and suggests the the Gsnaral Staff of the B, Asronsutioa
ﬁlmmmﬂhthmmmmwmmtl.Mh
pence and -r time, suggested by prasticsl employment;

u/ suparvises the entire organizstion for mertal warfars of the
territozy, prepared by ths Territorial Alr Bons Hemdquarters, in oomplience
with instructions issued by Higher Authorities, and suggests to the General
Staff of the R. Asronmitios the measures considsred ososssary for the im-
Provemant of such organization;

o) checks the full sffisiency of airports and other fields withiyg
the zome, where units are staticnsd or will be stationed in the evant of
war, and issues ordars to the dependent Territorial Air Zons Hesdquarters
in gconneotion with the satisfastory functioning of logimtic sarvicas, ths
afficlency of dependent units and the rapid exsoution of the mobilization
plans; -

p) suggests to the Alr Ministry the transfers of officers from
cne t0 another of the dependent units, when considered sdvisshle for =
more effifient service;

it has the right to trensfer within the Adr Flest KOOz mnd
enlisted men from one unit to another and to tramsfer Lisutenants, even
if the transfer implies a change of residence of the offiser conoernsd ;

) dsals direstly with the Air Ministry and with the Territorial
offices in connection with questions oonosrming dependsnt personnsl snd
with technical questions concerning msterisl assigned to the dependent
unita.

The Alr Fleet Hq has no administration of its own.

The persomnel of the Hy is sd-dnistered by the olosest militery alr-
port. ;

The Commander of the Air Fleet im no cass shall be in ocomand of tha
airport or of the asronautiosal garrison.

Tha Atr Fleat &m-uﬁ:thh&ﬂlwhituhnﬂlﬂr
is orgenized. If mot, it comes under the Oensral Btaff office of the R,
darcimitica (wikhin the Adr Ministry) for all questions conserning trein-
ing and loyment, while it deals directly with otherm organizations of
the Adr stry and with Territoriel orggnisations for all other quastions
desoribed under®Dutiss® above.
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Alr ivieloms and Alr Brigades

m}unlﬂ;lmmurﬂnﬁnmhrnmilﬂﬂﬁ

Asrial Army, sach including two or more Wings of the smme speoiallty:
moTe homogensons Wings form sn Alr Divisbo]

3

The Air Divisscn and Alr Brigade Hesdquarters is orgshized

a) Headquafters office

t) Operstions snd Training offioce
i; Parscmnel office

d) BEadio communicationm office

o) Flyicg seckion.

as follows:

Ll‘lﬂ.‘ﬂi of perscmnel of the Air Dévision and AT
Brigade Hosdquarters and the number of planes in the Flying Section are
glven in the attached Tables G, D and E.

The Air Division or Alr Brigade Headquarters:

" m) directs the training of dependent Wings, studying and
isproving their preparation for warfare, according to their speciality and
in campliance with general instructions issusd by the Air Fleet Hoadquarters
undsr which they come;

s b) supervises mancuvers and combined exercizes of dependsnt
L ]

¢} in mcoordance with instructions of the Adr Fleet Com-
mander, improves the oultural and professional lmowledge of dependent per-
sonnel, by orgenizing special courses of instruction dor each speciplty,
end by daily individual and oollective flying training of a military charmec-
ter of all parsonnel concerned.

d) studies and submits to the Alr Fleset Headquerters the
isprovements on questions concerning the employment of the speoielity, tha
charasteristics ald efficlency of airoraft, engines, armament, equipment
and redic sets;

e) chocka the efficiency of sirports where units are sta-
tioned and suggests to the Air Fleet Hosdquarters the improvemants considsr—

ol necossary)

f) proposes to the Alr Fleet Headguarters movemmnts of
porsonme]l between dspendsnt Wings, considersd necessary to kesp fully effi-
clent the units which form the Alr Division or the Alr Brigsds;

8] The Alr Diwision op Alr Brigade Comander takes command
of the maronsutical garrison in the locality where he resides, provided
that there is no Territorial Air Zone Hssdquarters or the Hsadquarters of
mnother Air Division or Air Brigade whose Commander is higher in rank or

in seniority;
h) im no case shell he be in ocommand of the airport.
gurmﬂllmnrurmh oames under the Alr Fleet
Hq to which it belongs, to which it is responsible for the efficiency, train-

ing, employment and flying discipline of dependent Wings and for sll questicm
in comnscticn with diseipline, status and promotion of dependent parscomal.

- -
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: mtm Alr Zone Hegiquarters is organized as

:; mﬁlﬂqurtm office

- aation and Mobilization office

o) Personnal office

4) Training, sohool and pre-dhronsutical office
o) Medioal office

f) Military Polic office

&) Oarrison office

Yor carrying out technical amd administrative services ths
Territorial Alr Zons Esadquarters supsrvises:
a) a Directing office of aircraft and airport ssrvicing
b) a Directing offics of ground proparty
o) a Directing office of meronsutiocal oomed ssariat
d) sn office of tele-oommunications and assistance to flyers
o) & recrulting and mobilization center

¥or the flying Yraining of navigating psreonnel mssigned to
territorial organizations and offices stationsd in the same locality as
the Territorial Air Zome Headquarters, emeck Hagdquarters has & Flying section.
The mumber of plenes and peracunel in this section are establishsd by separsta
ordars,

ﬁ strength of persomnel of the Territorial Adr Zons Hsadquarters
i given in the attactsd Table F.

Etg;
Territorial Air Zone Hesdquartsrs:

a) is the Organisation charzed with the Preparation for sarial
warfare of the territory over which it-has Jurisdiotion, and of the troops
and sarvices of the EL Asronauties roslding” in sald territory;

blwithio the limits of the territory over whish it has juris-
diction, is responsible for the organization and functioning of all logistio
sarvices both for the Adr Fleet and the Berritorial Alr Zone;

o) supsrvise all mobilization operations of the Territorial
organizations within the zone not depandent fram the central orgenizations
or from the Headguarters of Large Asrial Units;

d) receives all requests for new constructioms and improvemsnts
to be made within the zones of militery ssronautical interest and forwards
them to the Alr Flset Headquarters for final decision, if approved;

e) for all disoiplinary and territorial questions it has full
authority over territorial Hesdyuartersp offices and organizations as well as
Over airports, plants end military personnal residing within the Zone, exospt
Tor thoss organizations and units directly undef the Air Ministry,

Staff of the B. Asronmutica, Alr Flest lesdquarters, as sstablished by special
Tules and szcept for the units assigned to the H, Army and R. Navy as far as
thelr training and employment are oomcerned;

f) has full suthority over the schools located within its owm
territory and is responsibls for thelr efficlent cperation to the Inspectorate
of sshools from which 1t receives instructions;

g) checks that organizations not under the H. Asronsutica and
private citizens do not make use of uniforms similar to that of the R. Asro-
nautica and notifiess the Alr Ministry if such uniforms are found;

h) earries ocut the various duties through the Chisfs of dervices
of the Zome and through the subordinate Hendquarters and organizations;

1) keeps the A ir Ministry and the Alr Tleet Haadguarters inferm-
od of events of exoeptional importance within the 0T

1) for sarrying out its duties, corresponds directly with tha

- f =
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military authorities of the other Armed Forees of the State. With the
Central Organizations of wush Armed Forces, howevsr, it may correspond
only t the Alr Ministry; :

m) proposes £0 the Adr Ministry the movements of officers of
.subordinste organiszations which are oconsideresd necessary;

n) it may, within the Zons, transfer NOOs and enlisted men from
one to the other of subordinate organizations or from cme airport to
sncther; it may also suthorize trensfer of Ceptains snd Lisutsnants wilhin
the subordinate organizatiocns; 1
e e o) it ‘supsrvises the service of Asronsutical Oarrison within

%tmd Air Zone Hesdquarters oomes directly under
the Air Fleet Headquarters, normally located within the zome, for all
quastions concerning the services and airports, their sfficlisncy and
functioning, for the purposs of employment and mobilization of unitse.

Bhould units of another Alr Fiset be trshaferred within the -
territory of the Zome, provided the strength of such units 1 less than
that of the Alr Flset pormilly residing in the Zoms, the Territorial
Alr Zons Headguarters shall take the necessary measirss fer the logistic
pecesaltlies of such unite; in complisnce with instructiens from the
Alr Flest Headgquarters under which it comes.

Bhould the strength of the transferred units be supsarior to that
of the Alr Fleet normally residing in the Zone, if mo Air Army Headquarters
is organised, the Territorial Air Zone Esadquarters ahall paks tiothe ordary
of thatof the two Air Fleet Hesdquarters whose oommandsr is highsr in renk .
or ssniority and shall teke oars of the logistic nscessltiss of both Alr
Fleets in oomplisncd with ordsrs issusd by the new Ocemender.

; The Territorial Alr Zone Hesdquarters comes under the Central
Urganizations of the Alr Ministry as fare as the preparation for warfare
of the territory of the Zone is concerned and for all questions concern~
ing sfficlency, diseipline and employment of territorisl organizstions,
troops and services located within the Zone.

It is responsible for the sdministration of meterial and person-
nel stationsd within the Zons even if belonging to units and orgsnisations
not directly undsr the Territorisl Alr Zone Hsadquartars.

Zseporery Bules

Until the time when all Air Fleets foressen by the pre
pansion progrem shall be orggnised, the rules contained in this
shall apply cnly to the I and IT Tesritorial Air Zones, In the mnd
IV Zones the regulations which have besn in foree up to the pressst date
shall continue to be operative, without change.

Until the time when the Inspectorates of the Alr Foroe for the
R. Aogy and of the Alr Foroe for the H. Havy shall be organized, the Hsad-
quartera of the I and II Territorisl Air Zonss shall also be charged with
the techhkbal-training sdministration of the units assigned to the H.
Army and R.Nevy looated within the two goness. For smploymsnt and disei-
plinary gquestions thess units are undsr the competent Ocmmands of the
R. Army and R.Havy as heretofors,
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TABLE A

Military personnel assimned to the Air Fiset Heodqueviters

Sereet Tadle Wivine

_ip_-ﬂum Trganiza-
tion,Ber=
ﬁhﬂi"‘i vioes off.

offioe Q0. sadt.
of floe

Officers
ilr Tlset Oenesul
Alr Brigade Gen. (1)
Selopels
Lt.Col. or Major
Captaline
Lisutenants

MCOs
Pilots
Maohankes
Riggars
"GTers
io Operators
Alrport duty

Troops
Kesckanica
Aasgt .mechanics
Riggers
Aast.TlEEeTS
Armorers
Aant JArmorers
Esdio Opsrators
Asat.radic oparatoms
Elsctricians
Adrport duty

o

3

el

EFPHNF-NH“

{1) Chiaf of Staff

i

% ion of t
Purauit plenss
Bombardment plenes
Training planes

Fleat

L]
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Orads

Flying seot.

Officers
Ar Mrision Ganeral
ilr Brigads Gensral
Colonel or Major
Captains and Lisuts.

HCOa
Pllote
Haohanions
Riggers
Asdio opergtors
Mrport duty

Troops
Uschanies
Riggera
Armorars
Eedio oparators
Electriciens
Adrport doty

e

EFHMUﬁ

CfTicers
ddr Brigsde Oensral
Colonel or Major
Captains and Lisuts.

HCOm
ta
- -aankos
Biggers
Badio Oparators
Mrport duty

Kachanics
Riggers
ATOOTBTS

Hadio operators
Elsotricians
Arport duty

el

(=2 F R 04
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Officars
Adr Division Genaral 1
Golonel(Chief of 3.) 1
Lt.0ol. or Major{l) 1 1 1
Oapts. and Lisuts.{l) 1 ] ] 2
Colonels or Majera (2) 1
Capts.and Lieuw. () 1
Lt.Col.or Major (3) 1
Capts.or Lieuts,(3) g |
Lisut,R.Carsbinieri 1
Chaplain 1

HOOs
e nurss 1
rport duty E & E ] 1
HeCarabiniari 3

Troopa
Adrport duty 18 & [ 4 2 [ ]

Givilians
Counssllor
Assountant
Filing olerks
Apprantices
Maassngera
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- BSUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF OF
MAVAL OPFERATIONS, MAVY DEFPARTMENT

ATTACHE'S REPORT K.q.o /22024
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From......... - SR Date 18 Lok, 19 38 mﬂnh mm.ﬁi
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Rotarence . Hyhs, Bome's Suriel 103 of 8 Aprid, 1997, v Yo Es Lt
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PANTELLERLs - alR BAHE: - STERNOTH. ff"?

Jrim

l. & relisble contast reports baving besn informed by an of fiser of
the air Ministry that the peace~tims allocation of alr wnits to rentalleris

L8 84 seaplanes and 48 military planss; which is to be inereased in war-time
to & total of EOO planes. .

#: Esference indicated the military air base is o scoommsdate 140
planss. 1% would semm that B0 seaplanss are contemplated as o war-time
oamplemant for the seaplsne base.
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MATERTal, READTNESS AND SFFICTENCY OF THE ITaLlali aTR FURCE

MONOGRaFE NO. 242.

1. Mopogreph No. 248, treating of the Material Resdiness and Efficlency
of the Italian Air Foros, is forwarded herewlith,
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GeSmETE,

N.A. Rome No. 541 of 25 Oct,1938
MONCGRAFH WD, BAR, 1002-800 - Italy-Avistion-Urganisation

aAlr “m.
B Oatober, 1928, 1004-200 - Italy-Aviation-Material-
Froduotion.
M\TERTAL FEMDINESS AXD KFFIOTENOY OF THE ITALIAN AIR FORCE

1. _Deooooroey

The Italisn Government maintains a separate air Foros and although
certain units are assigned to the army, to the Navy and to Colonial aviation
for gzmtion! all such units, perscanel and equipment, remein, in effect,
undsr otry of asronautics. Under the pressnt organization of the
Italian Government, where the Chief of Covermsent is in addition the Minis-
ter of War, Minisgter of Marins and Micister of alr, such an arrengsment
which sotails certain division of authority will probably function smoothly
and efficiently, The Chief of the Supreme Ceneral Ftaff (at present Marshal
Bafoglio) assisted by six senior officers from the thres armed Services,
aots as counsellor and genernl sdvisor to the Chief of Covernment in mili-
tary matters, By law, in time of peace the Chief of the Suprems Ceneral
Staff has no direct authority over the armed Services, but is charged with
the responsibility of making recosmendations to the Chief of Government in
matters pertaining to the Coordination of the Defensive Urganization of the
State, preparation of War flans, Budgetary matters, the creation of adsquate
War Beserves, stc. In time of war the Chief of the Supreme Gemsral Staff
will, by law, function as directed by ths Covermment. It would seem probable
that, in time of war, the Chief of the Supreme Censral Staff would be char-
ged with the collsotion and mnalyzation of all military matters, would sub-
mit recoamendations 4o the Chief of Govermment and would, in turn, commumnicate
dsoisions of and directives from the Chief of Govermment direct to the Under-
secretaries at the Heads of the thres ammed Servlces, but with the responsi-
bility of execution resting on the Head of the armed Service concerned.

In tha following discussion of the Material Readiness and Effi-
cieney of the alr Foroo, emphasis has been placed oz presant strength and
affectivansass of the sarial army, together with the capablilities of the
Asronautical Industry to maintain or to augment this strength, rather
than to treat, except lightly, of the administrative crganization of the
Ministry of asrcnautics and the organization and ground sdmizistration of
the air Force.

II. URGANLZaTION OF TiE MINISTHY UF aERONAITTICH

The Department is headed by toe Minister of air (at prasent
Mussolini), with an Under Secrotary of State |Jemeral Valle) as the act-
ing \and sctual) head of the Ministry.

The organization of the Ministry pressnts nothing unusual or redi-
cally different from that of other countriss having a separats air Foros,
exoept possibly for the fact that all oivil as well as militery aviaticn
is undar the jurisdiction of the ome Ministry., Twenty departmonts or divi-
sions are established rfor the sdministration of the various fucotioms of

the Ministry.

Hoto: N.A. Serisl MNo. €17 dated 22 November, 1937, lists the latest
detoiled orgenization.

Asronsutical subjects of major importance are acted on by thres
Gouncils (or Committess) as follows:

CICLSST L
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Roke Rom Moo Sul-30 of 25 0ot. 190 QAL
(oonsisting of the Minister, Undersscretary mnd
all u:Mw of the Asrial Arsy and all OGsnerals of the
Air Divislon) which deals with ths more important matters in sorneotion
with militery and oivil avietion,

HE SUPEHIOR AJRON JAL COM R (consisting of four Air
Generals, ons Oen h Construstion Corps and  Colonsl
of the Asrcnsutical Supply Corps) which deals with seronamitical organizaticm,
programs for new ground ssteblishments and certein non-techoical design
ﬂuﬁml.

S DESIQ OMMITIER (oonsisting of two Gemerals of the Adir Corps,
ona General of the Engineering Corps and four senior officera of the Asro-
noutical Construction Corps) which deals with all technical matters in con=

For purposes of edministration (partioularly ground adoinistra-
tion) continental Italy has been divided into four Adr Zones, with sddi-
tiocnal Air Zones for outlying possessions,

The Asrial Ammy is divided into Air Flests, Air Divisions, Adr
Brigades, Air Wings, Air Groups and Squadrons, Bquadrons of light air-
araft consist of § planes; hmbuhumﬂm-utuplm;.

Monograph No, 213 dated 1 Angust, 1938, oontains details of the
Organization,luties and Dependenay of the Adr Flests, Alr Divisions, Adr
Brigades mnd Territorial dir Tones, Agoordingly in this disoussion moh
Quties and dependsncies will be treated coly in & very gensral way.

a) Organization mnd functioning of ell logistic servises to the Asrial
m units.

b) Construotionm, maintenance and improvement of grownd fanilities,
) Mobilisation plans and axecution,

d) Training, ineluding ssronautioal schoals,

o) Linison with authoritiass of the other Armed Foroes.

TheCommander of the AsTial Army unit is, in general, respamsibls
for the sffichkmy and training of the units undsr his command, This in-
cludes:

a) Training and coopsration smong all Asriaml Army Tnits.

b) Preparation of war plans-for eir defense and for best employment
of all alr forcea.

.0) Practical and service tests of alroraft and squipment,

N.A. Serial Mo, 299 dated 8 Junae, 1938, containsd 1% Al agrems
showing the sstimated organisation of the Asrial Army together with the
location of units, This organization is balisved 0 still exist, with
the exoception that on 15 July, 1938, the much talked of Air Flests ware

Ensn
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first sstablished. ntn-muwmxumm-amu:
munmtm“uwmmumw.m}m
formed into the End Alr Fleet, snd a lst r Tlest was organized
consisting of the £nd and a new 4th Air Diwisions.

N,A; Roms No, 'J"u-ﬁ of 25 Oct. 15‘35

Inssmuch ms the detailed organization of the units of the
Asrisl Army, together with their locstion, is subject to frequent
changs, no ettempt will be made to reproduce the disgrems forwarded

in the above-mentionsd serisl and a genaral orgenization enly will be
given here.

Squadrons are at present assigned in continental Italy end
possessions as listed bhlows

Asrinl Army
Iype Location and pumber of squedrons
Mote: § plenes par squadron of Flghter,attack and Obs.types.
&6 " " L ® Hasvy Bombar type.
Italy Sieily Sardinia Dodekansse Libys B.Africs Total
Fighter Land 36 g 3 4l
Fighter Sea 2 g &
Attack Land 12 3 15
Bomb, Land 50 4 8 8 70
Bomb, Sea 12 ] 15
Sub-totale 1ig & B T 14 145
Units with R.Aoey
Obser.Land g2 1 1 - B4

There is tabulated below an estimate of the types, numbsr and
gansral charactaristics of all first line combat planes in the Alw Force.
Detailed charscteristics are given in the Joint MID-OMI Avistion Statistiocs
Report dated 1 Tuly, 1938.

Nowet The total number of first 1ine combat plenes on hand as given balow
will not cheok with the foregolng number of organized Squadrons on the basis
of 9 of the mualler types end & of the larger types per squedron, This is
due %o the assigmment of resarve and training planss to squadrons, plus the

aasignment of plent® to training schools, plus o large mmber of plenes at
present on indbpsndent duty {ehiafly in Spein).

|
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padrice -]
Trpe Yearof On  On  Max.speed Bomb carry- OGuns
i ist prod, hand omder _m.p.h, = ing ospeoity
OR=-38 1934 620 -] BAE 2 - 12.7
Ro—41 1636 240 m o 2 - 12,7
0-50 1937 50 50 288 g - 12.7
Mo=-200 1938 2l 315
Ca=163 1938 3
Or—42 1938 8OO 280
TOTAL 913 487
ATTACE
[-1 1934 =0 £17 :.os &= 7.7
Bandl 1936 210 0 265 Fal (2 - 12.7
(3 - 7.7
TOTAL B40 30
OBSSRVATION (STRATEGIC)
Ba=08 1938 20 180 41 11006 Ei - 1:.‘;
CR-25 1928 1 25
‘TOUTAL 2 BOS
QBESERVATION
Ro=37 1933 140 201 3954 8= 7.7
Ho=-37bia 1935 100 206 T 2= 7.7
Cent Z 501 1935 200 20 171 11008 &= 7.7
Ca 134 9 )5 BB 2209 3= 7.7
TOTAL 440 a5
JisSescaiz)
g-a1 1935 332 205 E200¢ 4- 7.7
83-79 1938 0&a 120 269 22004 3 = 12.7
Er-p0 1935 124 30 BE73 2200 3 - 12,7
Cant T 806 1936 115 £i 29 22008 g - 12.7
P-32 1937 40 264 28004 { B = 7.7
{ 2 =127
Ca 135 1937 40 40 259 22004 (1- 7.7
{2 - 12.7
Cant Z 508 1937 3 198 aszof 4 - 18,7
Cant T 1007 1937 10 0 22004 4 = 12,7
P-50 9% ___ 5
IOTAL are B89
DIVE BOEERS
Ca 310 1937 115 80 215 3= 7.7
8-85 e L AE DECLASSNED
. 115 gg E O 11622, Sec. ME) and D) or (K}
m OED letter, May, 4 1072
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Ro 43 1934 100 15 19 1956 2= 7.7
ZOTAL 100 15
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The above glves o grand totel of 2701 first line combat mircraft
on hand, with a totel of 1123 additional planes on contrmet and not yet
delivered.

In eddttion to the above there is a grand total of 540 planes
assigned to the Coloniel Forces. These Planss are in genaral of chsolets
typens and should pot at present be inoluded in any estimate of first line
strength..3ince the moquisition of Bthiopls, Itely's essentinl lines of
alr communication have besn langthensd greatly. It would appear that a
large force of modern planss should be maintainsd at the far end of her
Enpire, and that the celibre of planes assigned there will probably be
leproved.

Italy is unfortunate in that it has but o vory limited number of
commrolel and privately owned airoraft which sould be adapted to
mlitery uses.

Y1, ANRONAUTICAL DIDUSTRY ( NORMAL CAPACITY).

Innmmuch as the oapability of the Asrcnmutioal Industry to main-
tein or to sugment fighting strength in the event of war tiea in wvery
definitely with the efficiency of an Alr Foros, o resume of the Italian
Alreraft Manufacturing Indumtry will be listed.

In the following figures on Capacity of Production mo attempt
has been made to estimate present fastory out turn on a sommon "unit®
basis.  There is listed types of planes which are kmown, or believed
to be, under produstionat the present tims together with an astimate
a8 to the number Gf planes by types which are being turned out by the
individual factories.

The Italien Asronauticsl Industry has during the past year em-
Ployed approximately the sems musber of workmen and the total produs-
tion of plams per month has been mainteined at a very nearly constant
figure. Accordingly the figures given balow are believed to Tory oloss-
1y give what may be considered an average peace time produstiom.

ATRORAFT FACTURTES
Faotory 2 Ko, Bm— Typea in Estimated Remaris
ass st Rloyess ~ Production month.product, e
Savola 6000 a-79 4 -879
8-79 B 5 -8 798
Commarcial 7 = Coom,
Transports
Caproni (Milano) 4300 Ca=135 10 = Ca 135
Ca-310 30 - Ca 310
Fiat 4000 R 22 16 = CB 38 Produstion of
HR 20 10 - BR 80 OR 42 will
so0n start,
Gantiere 2400 Z 501 Y -2 s0L
Z 506 B -2 506
£ 1007 6 - 2 1007
Breda 3000 Ba 65 15 - Ba 65  Production of
Ba ga 8 -Ba 88 Ba 65 will soon
be otmpleted.
e 2]
E. O, 11822, Sec. HE) snd KD) or §0 =05 =
OED letier, May, 4 1972
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Factory Mo En-  Types #n Estimated Remarks
e ployess  production meonth,prod. o L
T AN, (Neplea) 1900 RO 43 15 - Ho 43
Plaggio (Fimalmarina) 1800 Z 506 5 - 506
Magehi 1400 B-79 3.879
C=200 4 = C=200
Oaproni (Vezzola) 1200 Ba 65 6 - Ba 65
OullehaBuhs (Pisa) 1000 G-50 10 - 3 80
Roggiane 1000 8-79 6 -5879
Miscellansous small BO0O Verious 15 Varioua
fastoriea

The above figures total 190 military plenss now being pro-
duced per mohth, smploying a total of 37,000 workmen. Comwroial
plens production is small, Obviocualy total production figures vary
and are directly affected by the types of planes to which pricrity of
produstion is given. However, a good check is considered to have been
hed on mctual Tactory produstion during the past twelve momths period
end the following is a resums by types which are believed to Lave been
produced.

SOTAL FACTORY FRODUCTION, OCTUHER 1937 - SEFTRNEER,1936,

Zighters el
OR 32, ba 65, O 50, Ba B8, C B0
ra [Hsavy) ¥ 516
8 79, Br 20, P 32, Ca 135, Z 1007
t, Dive 190
a 310, 8 85
Obsarvation ave
Ho 37, Ro 43, Z BOL
l';:i._na Boats 90
4 506
Miscellansous, Training __276
TOTAL +esees 8,860
AIRCRAYT BXOLES
Fastory Employees Vain types in Estinated monthly
Produstion produgtion
Plaggio $200 P XI RO 40 100
YII C 15
Isctta-Fraschinl 3900 Asso XI RO 40 104
Alfm 126
PXI RC 45
Fiat 2800 A=A0 130
A=Th
ETEEE

E O '.:n:-'.-_&tlmnlmﬂﬂ . =
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Factory Employess Main types in Estimated month-
——m— —— —Rroduction Ay production
Alfa Romeo 3000 Alfe 186 L]
Alfe 1828
Bsggians 1000 A-T4 ES
A-80
Iotel per month 454
Iotal per year 8,448
Hote: The above figures do not includs some small engines produced,
tut omly imelude thoss types of engines being installed in stendard
first Mne airoraft.

In oconsidering the above production estimstes for the past
twalvs months period, and in line with consideration am to possihle
future peace time production, cognizance must be token of the follow-
ing factors:

mehnulhpmxmummwm
] produstion on the soale as indiocated in order to offset
thase lossss.

i

£: Italy hes mads ssrious affort to create forelgn markets for
her aireraft and sngines. This has probably bean done squally for the
parposs of treining msnufscturing personnsl, in ordsr to bulld up a
reserve of skilled mnd experienced mechanios, as for the purposs of
obtaining forelgn oredits.

Rocordingly it is.believed that, unless a stromg foreign
market can be maintained, and when the Italian participation in the
Bpanish affair is finighsd, the ariation industry will suffer a con-
slderable let down in activity. Italy is not believed to be finan-
oially capsble of alone mainteining a 800 airplans, 8400 engine in-
dustry.

It is 41fTienlt to maks any estimats, which gould not be
dhot full of holes, as to Capacity for War Expansion, dus to the
following factors:

1. Diffieulty in the procurement of raw materials, which would
be greatly sugmented in the event of a major war. Little rve stook
is Welieved to be on hand at present, Aluminum is the T the
more important metals of whioch Italy has a sufficienay.

£, Doubt as to Italy's ability to find sufficlent properly traln-
smployess to fully utilize the fmctory dpaces and fecilitdés which
avillable, This problem has besn sver pressnot, but has besn greatly
in the past few years. As a further remedy, apprentice schools
maintained in all of the more important factories, btut it is doubt-
if as yot sny large ressrve of tralned workers has bean oreated.

Eﬁg!’-

8. Toloerability of practically all factories to attack, dus to
looaticn, ooncemtration and type of construction. Approximately 7TO0%
of the asronsutical industry, and most of the more important factories,
are loosted in a small sestion of North Western Italy (the Milen-Turin
area), Bulldings are in gederal of construstion whioch would offer

1ittle protection against air attacks.
B
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Space and squipment is avellabls in most of the fastories
for considerable rapid expansion in productiom; however, considering
the factors menticned mbove, it is estimated thgt Italy would be for-
tunete if she could expand 100% over the pressnt factory productionm.
Acoordingly, and assmming that all comwreial eireraft production would
be suspended, the following is an estimate as to tha probable memimm
of planes and engines which could be produced 1if the industry wemt to
maxisum war sxpansion

Mroraft sesssssssnnss 5,000 par year.
Engines .sssssssssssas 12,000 per year.

YIIL. AIR FORCE PERSGINEL (FLYING)

Itely 1s estimated to have at presant a totel of approxi-
mately 10,000 gualified and experienced pilots with military brevet.
This total is comprised as follows:

Begulare in Air Foroe:
OfLioers ssscssassassasssnns O,208

HCO'S sussescvnvoncnsnnccnns 1,068
4,186

Temporary or Reserves in Air Force:

OfTicers ssssswsvssssansanss 8,000

WIOUR sirecuisascinnrssonense o halion
' 6,000

Of the 6000 Temporary or Hessrves in Alr Foroe, 1800
officera and 1800 NOO's are estimated to be om mctive duty, which
gives a total of 4,088 officer pilots and 3,668 NOO pilots (Grend
Total: 7,788 pilots] on mctive duty.

The remaindsr of ths Temporary or Reserve Forve is om
inactive duty, all offiocer pllots having completed st least 18 montha
of metive service in the Alr Férce, all NCO pilots having completed
at lemst 4 years such service. All such pilots in inactive status are
required to take a refreshar training courss yeqrly.

In sddition to ths sbove total of axpsrienced pilots avall-
able for duty, 3,547 student pilots were given flight trainming in the
past year. Osrtain of those hewe réceived no mors than 25 hours of
training, others, who weres initially qualified in previcus ysars, heave
had approrimstely 100 hours of training snd this group would form ex-
cellent pilot matérisl in the event of an emergsnoy. Gualificatiom of
pilots has received and will continus to be glven much emphasis.

Thars are ot pressnt 900 ariation cadets at the Asronautical
Acsdamy. Of these 500 have had from B5 to 50 hours of flight training.

Kooordingly, Italy's number of qualified pilots mpy be
mumarized as follows:
Pilote on aotive duty cessssssnsssnss 7,786
Experienced pilots on inastive duty . E£,400
Studsnt pilots trained in last year . 3,547
qualified Aviaticn cadets .usvsssnsas

Total srsanees 14,275
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IX, AIR JORCK PXRSGNEL (NON-FLYDD)

The following is an estimate of the mon-flylng perscnnel of
the Alr Foree:

On Active Duty:

.I‘l-lll-'l' offi08T8 sessvasnnsnns 1,“
Temporary offioers seeesssssss 180
hﬂtlr anlisted mOD ..oecsnne 47,000

Temporary enlisted 2e0 seeees. 43,000
Total cossen ’lpm

Sn Ioactive Duty - Reserves:

OffLloarS cccoccccscssnssssnnnes 700
Ressrve Enlisted Lan ..,esss-- 328,000

Total .esess BEE,700

Note: Reserve Enlisted Msn are those who have completed enlistment
or compulsory military service in the Adir Foroe.

X BASE WACILITIED A

Italy possesses en excellent network of large, well equipped
landplene bases and edequats seaplans beses to accomodate its amall
forse of ssaborne aireraft. Ths latest Asronauticsl Map of Italy was
forwarded in N.A.Serisl Mo. 202 of 6 April,1938, on wh.eh was shown
known existing lending and basing facilities in Continental Italy,
Sicily and Sardinis, as well as sdditional fields kmown to be under
gonstruction., The base facilities will be discussed here in & ganbral

woy only.
Continentel Italy.

Approzinetely 46 nain militery land plane bases are established,
An mdditional 24 fields are equipped with epll necessary basing facllities.
Some 150-176 emergency lending fields have been constructed, several
equipped with servicing facilitlea. lany of thess last :wntioned flelds
are unlisted and are maintedned in an sttenpt at secresy. Without doubt,
in the event of an emergency, thess moall uncharted flelds would be used
for besss. A larpgs fleet of portable mechine shops, radic and photograpiio
laboratories, gas trucks, eto., &8 avallable for furnishing serfice et
suck of thess fields ms ere lacking im base facilities.

There is & total of 28 sesnlane bases, of which spproxicately
15 are gguipped with adequate servicing facilities.

Bufficlent besaes, both landplane and sesplane, are avallable for
the concentration of the greater part of the Aeriel Acy in any part
of Italy desired. Of spealal significence is the faot that, owing to
the comperatively small size of Continental Italy, such a concentraticn
eould be mcoomplished in but a very few hours.

Siolly. .

4 lud.{.'l.lmu and 3 se bases are established, with et leest
2 gdditional lending fields belisved to be in exivtence. In sdditicnm,
tho Island of Pantellerie is but o short distance th wast of Blelly,
and a reportedly large and efficlent landplane snd/sepplane base have
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F.d. Rome Mo, 5L1-38 of 25 Oct. 1938

Qe

besn sstablished there. These bases, togethar with those in

Bouthern Continsntal It and 1
faollitiea for nmlﬁtr:}{u in :

Serdinia provide adsquate basing
he wouth,

Sardinig,

-2 landplane and 2 seaplans bases are known to bs established.
Little information im eveilable ms to ths extsnt of facilities in Bar-

deninm.

Permission o visit the island hes been refused.,

It ia &

mptter of common kmowbedge that Bardenis has been used as a base for

alr operations in Spain.

Without doubt sxtensive Wasing, servicing

and repalr faollities have been construsted of which this office has

no information.

Libys

Monograph Mo, 196 dated 18 January 1938, contains a desoription
of plroraft basing faoilities in Libya, and therefors such will be

discussed Rere only penerally.

£ naw, large, modern and well equipped main bases have besn es-
tablished, with approximately 12 additional smaller fields available

for use.

2 excellent, one falr end a limited mumber of useable harbors

ars gvailable as ssaplone bases.

Dodskenses,

1l landplane and 1 seaplans base is known to have been established,
end sdditional facilities are balieved to exist.

In connecklion with the subject of Ttallan Base Facilities, the
lack of any bases in the Western Msditerransan is of strateglc signi-

fionnoe.

Certainly Italy would welcoms the opportunity of agquiring

& foothold in the Balearie Islands or in other parts of tha Western

Uaditerranean.

Thare are certaln strength and certaln weakness factors of the
Italian Alr Foroe which havd been surmarized ss follows:

Strength

ls Italy's geographical position
.ta in nleely for air offense against
17 enemy flest in t
id t0 a cortain extent offsets har
wex of alroraft carriers.

2. An excellent network of land-
lens and ssaplans bases 1s aviilable,
ny undisclosed fields are kmown to
1ve been eastruoted,

3. A large fleet of fast, long-
angs heavy bombers, capable of carry-
1 & total bomb load of approximately
20 tons, has bsen provided.

bt o]
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Nesimess

l: Bar lack of aireraft carriers ser-
ifously restricts the pesaibls range of alr
oparations, particularly in support of a
naval ocampalgn. :

2. The proximity of numerous main :
military bases to the frontiers of podsible
snemles make such bases vulnerable to
attack,

3. Fighter types of planes are of vary
short endurance. Range has been ssorificed
for spsed. As a result, long rangs bombing
attacks woubd leck fighter protection and
ship-based gunnery observation planes would
lack bhecessary fighter support.



r;u. Rome Lo, 5l1-38 of 25 Oct, 1938

4: A larges ressrve of axper- 4. Dus to shortege and ocost of gaso-
“denoed pilots has bean cweated , many line, most pilots are not parmitted to
with mctual war experisnce, The esprit fly frequently sncugh of long smough to
ds oporps, morals and enmthusiasm of the develop natural abdlity. Junior pilots
Italisan aviator is smsellent. are too dspendant upon flight leaders.

B, An exoellent pilhkt treining 6. The soarcity and cost of gasoline
system is in sxistencs and will oreate sericusly restricts the amount of instrus-
a fertils source from which war pilots tiom which should be given studant pilots.

gan be drawn.

6. Dus to the compulsory military - 6Ges The lack of permansncy of person-
parvice a tremendous ressrve of non- nel without doubt reflects on the effi-
flying enlisted personnel has bean eiency of the emlisted foros oo mctive
ereated. duty.

7: The Asronautical Industry is 7« The vulnerability to attask of
woll orgeniged end produces sfficient factories, diffioulty in procurement of
alroraft, snglnes and armament. raw materials and shortage of skilled air-

; oraft mechanios, would make it most Aiffi-
eult for the sercnmutical industry to
cparate long at potentiml wartime oapacity.

8, Bules of asronsutical products 8: Italy's financial condition is

to forelgn countries have enabled Italy wsuch that it 18 believed that, unless a
to bulld up and keep in cperation an strong foreign market can be maintained,
extensive mesrcnautical industry, thas the ssronautical industry will be forced
assuring n ready and trained assst in to glow down in produstion.

ocams of war,

9. The Ethiopien campalgn and more §: Loasses of planes in the Ethiopian
especially Italian operations iv Spain oanpalgn and especially in operatioms in
bave affordsd a rare and excellent op- Spain, has retarded contecplated sxpanddon
portunity to glve praotical war exper- of the Alr Foree.
isnee %0 & large nusber of pilots as
wall as to parmit war teste of alreraft

and armament.

10. Ths organimation of the Asrial 10. The lack of aireraft oarrlers, snd
Army is considered to be excellent and inmufficlency of siroraft tendsrs would
should provide for a mobile, fast- result in insdequate alr mupport for any

striking alr strength in the event of long ronge navgl ommpalgn.
air support for a land campaign.
11. It is balieved that too little e=-

phasis has been placed on practioal train-
ing in air cocrdination with the Navy and
that in a naval cempalgn, even in the lesdi-
$erransan, alr support and coordination
would be well below that experisnced in the

'U.S.Elw.

18. Aocurasy of bombing is baliewsd to
be far bahind the standards existing in the
United States Neval Aviation.

13. Italy has apparently only recently
recognized the possibilkitiss of dive bamb-
ing, and is far behind other smmtries in
this featurs of msrial warfare., Buch dive
bombing planss as axist are of mizsd son-
struotion with wood winge and are of doubt-

ful strength.
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l4. Due to the lack and difficulty in pro-
ourement of sspential netals, Italy has been
foresd to continue; to a lerge extent, wooden
and mixed construction of alreraft.

18. TItely is unfortunste in that there ere
tut very few somereial and privetely owned air-
oreft sevailable for war use.

XlI. cOMOLUSTON.

In spite of certain existing weamess fuctors, the Italisn Adr
nt:“:ti. oun.l!.ﬂ;:-od. to be highly efficient and of sufficlent size and
effectivensss that it would play a most important part in Buropean
Wer in whioh Italy might beccme inwolved. 2t
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ORI 'TEATTON OF TERRITOHIAL ATR ZOMES IN TTALY
UONOGRAFH Mo, 243,

1. UMonmograph 164 dated 13 August, 1937, forwasded with M.A. Seriel Mo,
419 of the sm.e date, gave the organizaetion of territoriel eir szonss in the

Einpdoa of Italy.
£, This orgeni:ation has been modified by Hoyel Deoree of 1é Octobar

e

1908,000. 1759, transletion of whiiel is forwerded herewith (Monmogresh No.243).
" Not received in Archives
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" Wehs Rowe Uo. 530 =38 of 26 Nov, 19
20 November 1928

MONOGRAFH o, 243, 1002-500 Italy-aviation-Organi-
gation=Air Strength.

86 Hovember,1%38

The territory of tle Hingdom is subdivided into the following
Tarritorial Alr Sones and Asronsutic Commends:

I TERRITOHIAL ATR Z0!E - Corpaond at Milen = ineludes the territory of
the provinces of Turin, loveran, Aosta, Vercelll, Alessandris, Asti, Cunso,
Genoa, Savoens, Imperis, Milen, Varese, Como, Sondrio, Pavia, Bergamo, Oremona,
Plagenza and Parma;

II TEHRITORLAL ATR ZONE - Comuand at Padova = includes the territory of
the provinces of Vercna, Mantova, Vicenza, Eresoia, Trente, Bolzano, Padova,
Belluno, Treviso, Venézia, Udine, Oorizia, Trieste, Fola, Fiums, Bologna,
Lodena, Regglo Emilias, Revemna, Ferrara, Rovigo, Forli', Ancena, Maserata,
Pasaro Urbinc, Zara;

IIT TERRITORIAL AIH Z0ME - Command at Rome - inoludes ths territory of the
previnces of Florence, Plstols, Arezzo, Siena, Leghorn, La Spezia, Massa
Carrara, Lucoa, Plea, Orosseto, Homs, Frosinone, Littoris, Viterbo, Perugls,
Terni and Rieti;

IV TERRTTUHIAL ATH ZOME - Command at Barl = ineludea tho territory of the
provinces of Barl, Leacce, Foggla, Brindis{, Teranto, Matera, Potenza, Chieti,
Aquila degli Abruzsi, Cempobasso, Tersmo, Ascoli Piceno, Fescara, Neples,
Banevento, Salerno, Avellinc, Catanzaro, Oosenza and Regglo Calabrias.

Aaronautic Command of B‘.i.uiix -~ Oommand st Palermo - includes the territory
of the provinces of Palermo, Agrigesnto, Trapani, Caltanisstta, Enoa, Messina,
Catenia, Siracusa and Ragusa;

Asronmitie Comand of Sardinie = Commend at Cagliari - includes the terri-
tory of the provinces of Coglierl, Sassarl and Huoro;

Aaronautis Command of the Asgean - Cormand at Ehodes - includes the terri-
tory of all the islands of ths Dodekanese.

ART. II.

To soch Territorinl Alr Zone Cormand L5 assigned & General of Adr Fleet

or of Alr Division.

To the Asronautic Cormmnds of Sieily and Sardinie are assignesd respec-
tively a Gammral of Alr Diviaion.

To the Anronuut-iu Cormend of tha Asgeen 18 mssigned s Gaosrel of Adr

EBrigads.
With reperd to the troops, schools and ssronsutical ssrvices within

their respestive territories, the Territorisl Air Bome and Asronsutis Commanda

have the functions establisied by thoe asrcnautical regulations in foroe.
The dispositions of this article will soms into fores as om 1 July,

1938,
ART, III,

Four "Directions of Asronsutical Construstion™ are established at Turin,
Milan, Boloma and Rome respactively.



N. A, Home Mo, m‘j of 26 Nov. 1935
ART, IV,
The territorinl jurisdiction of tic.above Ulrections ias as follows:

1) Direction of Asronouticcl Construstiom, T s, = inecludes the
territory of tio provinces of Oenoa, Imporie, Savos, La Spazia, Turin,
Alsssendring !.'u'l"u.'l.fl.. Aosta, Cuneo, Vercelll, Asti:

2] Direction of Acronautieal Construetion, IHlen = includes the
territory of t.e provinces of Bergmno, lYreseie, Como, Crenona, Llantova,
141lrn, Paviu, Sondric, Varess and Piacemzaj

3) Direction of Aeronautioal Construstion, Hologna - includes the
territory of tie provinces of Arezzo, Florenoe, Grosseto, Leghorn, Lucca,
lgssa Oarrara, Pian,Pistols, Siona, Belluno, Pedova, Rovigo, Treviso,
Udine, Vonice, Veronn, Wicenza, Fiwss, Gorizis, Fols, Trissts, Jara,
Bolzeno, Trento, Loloma, Ferrers, Forli', lLiodena, Perma, Reggio Enilia,
Revennn, Ancons, Ascoll Ficeno, lacerata, Pesaro Urbino mil Perugis;

4) Direction of Asronnutionl Construction, laples = ineludes the terri-
tory of tie provinees of Aquila dagli Abruzsi, Tersno, Chieti, Pescara,
Terni, Frosinone, Hieti, Rome, Viterbo, Awellinc, Bensvento, !laples,
Jalerno, !atcoa, Potwnza, Cmrpobasso, Harl, Brindisi, Foigila, Lecoe,
Littoria, Taranto, Resgio Caelebiis, Catmnzero, Cosenza and tie islendas
of Sleily, Sordinia and the Dodekansse.

ART. V.
Pravious laws in conflict with this Decres are harelr rhrogsted.
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BOMMING RANGE OF I'TALIAN ATRORAFT. 4,{,*
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1. As m result of the recent setablisbmant by an Italian 8-79 heavy

bamber of five intermatiopal load-wpesd records, the Italian Oewspapers have
published & map showing "objeotives which can be reached in a littls more
than two hours by our bambing planss with two thousand kilogrems of bomba®,

2. A copy of the published map is attached hareto.
= T

EES o = I B =

o i o ke R A TS, M el e e e S il i i e




— I a;.- R—
Ry oo o
REPORT O-1i- &/+273

—ee

Boal pwnres: mtmmn-lmummmmm

s 1997,

lﬂllhu.-lﬂﬂ-ll-ul Dalivered to Foreign Fowers
aftar 89 July, 1957,)
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] 1. On 12 Deommber, 1938, the Itmliap Foreiga uffice delivered to
e Charges d'Affaires ad hnh.,-uhnﬂi.-n, Boma, the Baval Informs-
ﬂ-mu:w,ummhmjutmn.

| M hmm-utmm“m.unhumw
this effice and are ferwarded harewith.

8. The Departmant's attention is invited to the following faota
moted in this report:

1) Thee Destreyer GENTEEE, h-ﬂm-l,u-uruuuu.u-'-;JM
the Fleat sines the of this inforsstion, Submarine ATEOFO
\ bas also joined up,

in) New Iaformation mot previowsly reparteds

oy

E—:I ‘\r: ;.;l-mnlmmumqmm
r; »{."‘ o T T 'l';u-" Bept. 19382 B, GIAJaN] eousses NOT. 11--
- TINOL sssvss Hapt, 1938 Jw-ooltnnnq APT. 1938,
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n) hhm-uﬂt_h-immumlﬂmh-
> Fead of & as previcualy repertsd.
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1: The following is sn sstimate by igpes of aireraft produsidsa ia Italy
furing the moath of Decmbar, 19581 .
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Reference DsMs1: Conf, Lettar Sarial 1387 of 5 Mey, 1938,
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1. The followling is an estimats by types of alrereft production in Ttaly
furing the month of Jezuary, 1939:

Fighters
ﬁ—ﬂﬂ,!k 42, Ba 55, MD 200, 0=80 sescessssnnsranss OB

Bombers |Ieavy)
H 7'- h H, ﬂl. mﬁ. I—J.OO‘? FEEEEREERE R R M

- B ra (Light, Dive
L] ' # BrsssssssssssssssEssseREEEsREEREEREES 30
Obtservation
Z 0L, RO 43 socescsensansssss saassisddsnaainseinsen LD
Flylog boats
‘m‘ I'-l-p"-pyjjl-l-lvl-lIIII--I'I!!II-II-!!I-!!--IIll-ti-l'll ‘

MigoallansouUl sessssssssssssssnasssnsssssnansnnsans LO
Total seveess 1B

£. Tho mbove production is estioated to bnve been absorbed as follows:

Salss to Forelgn Covermuentd s.csscssasssssscssnss

Increass or replacamants in Bpaln ssscsssnnsssssns

Replacemwats for obsolats types and incronse in
BAlr FOTOB seccssssssssssssnnsanssnsnsssannnns

Hormal attritlion (crmahes ot0e) sssesssssscnnnres
Total sssssss 169

3. The figures oo produstion are bassd largely oo work noted in progress
during visits iz Beptember, 1938, to the more important of the airoraft fector-
T I

4. Dus tc strict presa censorship exsrclsed by the Italiss Covermmert
over military motters, and dus further to the feot that the Ministiry of Asro-
neutica does mot give out information relative to the sward of contracts, sales
to foreign governments, number of plapes and losses in Spain, pormal attritlon
of aireraft or organization mnd composition of the Itelian Alr Corps, the above
figuros on absorption of production are sstimates based on obsarvation, contacts,
foreign prece articles and other sources eonsidarsd to be fairly reliable.
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ATRORWPT PRODUCTION AND ATTRITION - ImaLT

Dryns! £ S0K pfet Y= = PO

Ao a8 te an
during t-hl month of February, 18391

m-ﬂ.hﬂﬂ,ﬂm.m srssssassnnsnnnse OO
m Sasssedemssersasnsnsnssesnnnsnsnan DO
3 = prreee

» e Yttt ] =a

Ooesrvation: : !
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2. Ths sbove produstion is estimated to hawe besn sbecrbed as follows:

Salss to h*ﬂ L, R P p—

Increass or replacessnts im Spain ....... FF— ]

Esplacemants for cbasolate TIPS cssnssnnas swipnne T
and inorsase in alr Foroe.

lormal attrition (Crashss, eoto) l----u--.----..-p-.gﬂ_

3. The figures on produotion are based largaly on work noted in progress
during visita to factories in Septembaer, 1938, -I“Wﬂ-h-h-po-
bably progressivaly becoms lsss scourate, Homever, the Mtlllhu'
attache for air contemplates visits to the same factoriss in the near future
and 1t is sxpected that a better check-up on pressnt productiom will n-l..

4. Dus to strict press censorship sxeroised by the Italisn Oovermment
over militery matters, and due further o the feet tmt the Minlstry of
asronsutics does Dot glwe out informution relative to the meard of contrects,.

;
i

attrition of airoraft or organigation and composition of the
the above figures of absorpiion of production are sstimmtes
tion, contacts, foreign press articles and other sources consl

fairly reliablas.
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1. The following figures en Batlemalist airereft in Spais as of 1
reary, 1889, hhh“ﬂﬂlmﬂ“hh;m:*-

Bambars 140 » 13 L
Tigaters 190 20 14 M
Becoxnaissancs |Land) L - w ”
lsconsaissancs |Bea) 8 o 0 il il
Intal L - o e

the abeve (sotimated at mere than 300) ware simbeld
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l: The fellewing is sn setimate rpes of sirerafs prodwsiisa im I
during the menth of Maveh, 1959; ol e

m 65, Ba 88, MO 800, G=B80 ...... ssesssssssssannasass i
N . B0 cccnnscssnnsssnsssstsssssinsnnnnannsns e B
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2. The abeve productisn is sstimated to bave boen aboerbed as follews:

P IR I R e — |
Insresse or l*-—'- in BPail sesscssssssssercncannnns e O

ia) Beperted strestural fallures in the Breds Bu B8, which las alowed
domm re-eut a¥ the Breda fastery.

(% a pemaral, wilsspresd redustion in setivitiss of the ssromantiesl
indwstry, ssewmting to approximately B0 pereemt.

4. The assisgtant Military aviachs feor alr, whe recemtily inspected the
are impertsnt ssressuilsal ssiablifhsests, reporied o peneTal deorsass in .
wricing hours, mmber of ssgloyess and Tastery setivity. Himilar informsstien
has bom Teselved fTom cther scurces.
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8. Boeh a gemeral let dowm iz the aviation indusiry is, wiilow! dewdd,
most dishasteful %o the Italism Goversssst, partisularly at the pressmt
fime . m.-mw,u—mm-ﬁt.q-m

“that semgaratively little pregress has besn made. Forsign sales fer
Iﬂﬁ-ﬂnﬁtﬂmmﬂhhmw_. Garmem
mmm_-nﬁ-mh—-mmm.

§. The above figares om predustion wre belisved 4o
m.uumnwmﬂmwih
mdutur-ttm.nlhlmﬂhmﬂﬂiht
m—ﬂnhmnhmmmﬂ-ﬁﬂ-—lﬂmﬂh.
mnmmw,—wtmul_nm-n
nmmdwnmu--l_nu--tuzumm
M,m.mmumﬂmu-m-hhh-dﬂ
chbssrmatiom, sontasts, foreign Jress artioles end cther sourcss somsliered

to ba fairly reliabls.
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Bource of information . Prwma_.__ i O

1. n-fnum..u.tuumuunmm-mumm |
dall'Aria® of B8 Mareh,1988: :

m-ummmumu-.

*These caloulations are at times optimiotio and at times pasximistio
mu_ih;hthpuuul“udmhm

"In maronmtical fisld efpocially, the compariscns mads are
often tendenticus, mmnmm-wm-r

Ting planes: France 1400

.r“' lh-‘l.ml 1880
4o \8.8, -

3 " 11659 B A e -
N Total:s "%“:. 0. ..-.J_. Eee. 3(E) and |"‘|"I‘ or (9

OSD better, May, 3, 1072

Lr, ‘ '?\ LN" Italy BB00 ny 51E neeMAY 91 1977

Total:

.’ (1] snd that of the Sha
- e L L L e —— — - o — - i f——

h{- ] e oLy oS Minlme AL ey bk jman .
NSNS Y S . A
BT E T r T SUTY Y -~

ale e " — -



€ !

¢ —-n_wgm_wm-_
ATTACHE'S mw

oy B D i T s Vi s ol b TS R R T AT A AN L TR
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g T e
Bouros of Iformation ... e e e et e ennemnamnans e
s oo (Halten mparied wa] i i e s et i
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KL A%
page £. E O, 11682 Sec ME} and WD) or (E)
an | W21 97

have a mpsricrity of 158 (8iel).
"On this basis, oonslugions of the seme kind may be dresm in regard

to Maroh and April 1939,
"Apart from thas faot that today Plsrre Cot's astimate would be modi-

fied as follows:

"First Lise plgpes: France 1400
Oreat Britain 16580

Rusais BO00
Total: 5080

Oerwan and the Ossch forves 4800

e Tetal: ﬁ"

80 that even if a 19% superiority 4id exist, it now becomas m 15§ infer-
lority = it is a faot that the 1939 situstion may be estimsted very differ-
sntly from the optimistic caloulstioms of Cot.

®The situstion as reported by the undoubtedly wall-informed Frensh
Minister must be modified in respsct %o both the time which has passed snd
the svalustion of the lins snd resafvs foroes of the Axis and sspecially of
Italy; his estimate fails to take mcocount either of ths efficismsy of the
war planes & of the industrial productive capacity, whioh is snother im-
portant poinmt of somparison.

"Nithout ealling upom the testimomy of any nstional or Toreign
experts, the saromsutiocsal situstion of the Tnited Frémt as against the

thnm-hﬂmm--wb-nndumnm:

"United Demoorgtic-Bolshevik Fromt

t
E Eul_'. planas
available (Line mnd
reservs )

Fressnt daily cutpat of

military planes
"Totaliteries Axip:

B8 ey 2

planss

(Line and
185000

reserve)
Present daily output of
military planes
i ol el _—ﬂ;mlﬂ--_--*_--_

s § B8
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page 3.

*The savcusutical superiority of ths Axis over the Democratic-Bolshevik
T:t.un appears from thess figures, will be fully demonstrated if need
e v

Somment s

This office has frequently submitted figures on the reportsd Alr
Foroes of warious Emsopesn oountries, with the idsa that such figures might
furnish s sheck on information received from cther scurces. Bush reports
as have besn sutmitted on countries other than Italy have besn based largely
on raliabls sontacts and om newspaper and magasines publiostions.

The above guoted article is the first which has come to attenmtiom
in which an Italisn periodical has mads reference to sny local (Italian)
estimate of tha Alr Foross of the Totalitarisn Fromt,

What relience, if any, oan be placed on the gquoted figures 1s not
mown, It must be remsmbared that the Italien press is ome hundred percent
governmant controlled and would not publish any data unless authorized to
do so. The press-dsolared strength of the Cermen=Italian Alr Towoes com—
pares very olossly with the combined strength as reported by this office.
All of whioh might lesd to the comclusion that estimates ss submitted by
this office have probably been highs

B SSnE
E. O, 11882, Boc. SE) and £TH ox (B
08D better, May, | 1972
By 8LR Date MAY 21 1973
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AVLATTON mu:mm coowpaTrar . o el

1. From a sirictly militery point of view Avistion Played but & mmall
part in the oooupation of Albanias. This can be readily ssoounted for inassich
nmutmmutiuuthmiumnhw, with mo wir or
unti-airoraft opposition whatscever. A formidable alr flest was somssmtrated,
bowever, ﬂnﬂutmﬂhﬂﬂlﬁlmﬂmm,fuﬂlﬁﬂ
affect, hrmnimﬂtwﬂumﬂﬂthdﬂwnm
m‘mutu:ﬁdmuhmm.

B. hm,lMI.M-ﬂuﬂiwﬂmelm‘
-mum“mw-_tmuumnda. Bevaral of these
mnmummrmuutmumnﬂ;. sopping st Bome for
servicing. This foros wys designated as "Squadre A" under the commend of
Genisral Pricolo and was scnstituted as follows:

1 Transport Division consisting of 4 wings (18 squadrons, ppreximatsly
188 planes) based at Grottaglis (near Taremte),

1 Bombardment Division echsisting of 5 wings (12 squsdrons, approxi- m
mately 96 planss) based wt Poggia.

1 Mixed DMivisice sonsisting of:
1 wing (4 squadrons, app.38 planes) of seaplans bombare;
1 wing (4 squadrons, spp.32 plenes) of landplans bombers;
Lﬂu[Hm.%Hm}umW
all based on Brindisi,

mmtimlwmd;w;luulnrmﬂlﬂﬂm ;
Twoonnalssancs and ooopsration planes. f=—

% hmm.ilml,.nmnrumnnmmw-u
Tirens. mlm#mthdhmlnwmt_ﬂhthﬂm-
Eovernmant was wonsidering the Italian demands,

4 On Friday, 7 dpril, during the landing oparations, sevaral flights of
slroraft flew over the more important towns of Albanis snd dropped thoussnds
of pauphlsts, announcing the psaceful intenticns of the Italisn governsemt snd
asidng the Albanisns to offer no opposition to the Italisn cooupation, It im

wis fa

dywia] (TR0

TRl

8. uiunﬁtuhn:q.!lml,ﬁnfqﬂ:r-orﬁjlmm
the airport st Duraase. about 9.80 m.m, (8 April ths Undsr Bearet
grur.mmlm.lﬂﬂnﬂm. At about 10,30 s.m. Yhe -4
Division from & e £l leri troope ot Tiresa. &

— - o ——— - it —
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11.00 a.m. the Mipister of Forelign Affairs, Count Clano,linded at Tirana. It
should be noted that no aireraft mads landing in Albania until ground opposition
to the ccoupatiom had besn dispersed snd the naval-army forces had gained com-
pletes comtrel of the soastal and near-ocastal land areas. During the days of B
and 9 April, sdditional planss wers landed at varlous airports in the country.

6. TFrom the above it ocan be seen that air partioipation was of mmall
consequancs and of little militery importance. The Italian newspapars have
Played up the mass transportation of large mmbers of troops by alr from Italy
to Albenia. Aotually the lst Regiment of Granatieri was so transported - a
reported total of 150 tons of personnel and material. This transportation was
not mcoomplished in a single mass flight, although 128 plansa of the bomber and
transport types were mvailable at Orottaglie. Such troops were landed at
Tirena during a five hour period, from 10.30 a.m. to 35,30 p.m. om 8 April,

No landing of troops by sir took place until after Tiwna was completely con-
trolled by Italisn ground forses. Acsordingly this phase of elr participatieon
emtributed nothing from a militery strategical or tactioal point of wiew and
marely demonstrated the well-scknowledged fmot that personnel csnm be pafely
trausported by alr from ons friendly place to snother friendly (or ecntrolled)
Plage if mo alr opposition is encountered. Aside from the probabls intention
of maicing the cocupation as spectacular as possible, it is mumored locally
that thess troops wers flown over in order to provide a nice-locking guard of
bhonor at the sirport upon the arriwval of Cimno.
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Prom ... Dute M april 1050 BecialNo. 18 ¥ie No. 0B=000
Bouroe of information TP _....-_._____......,.=.=.'.._=______'.' ' i E
TRLY OITING A TONE  OOVERNMENT Bauis oD TARDS '
Bubject . ITHLY E_I-_l!_ ....... w_h“ -
- e e -
“wzlmul-i:h T ou el ey of e st e
Ea)f?fﬁ: /N/}’

MILITaiY rEKEuEeTIONS oND FENCAITIONS IN SI0ILY

the smirance to the iamer barbor (port) of rulermo.”

3
§
i
-
g
{
i
g€
:

‘*There have besn sotive military preparations in S8ioily during
the past few dayw. pulmarisne or torpedo mets have been placed at

*The Iltalisn suthoritiss bave begun moving the civilian popu-
ta (Blsily) saval bass;

1. The following sxtrests from Oomsular Beports regarding ltalisn mili-
fary preparations snd precawtions inm 3isily are quoted as of possibls interest:

DT
E 0. 11652 Sec. HE) and KUY or (0
S0 betier, May, I 1973
ry SLR L ?3
2
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ATTACHE'S REPORT 401/ 000
L T S S ey e b o ey A g e -
From .. T . .. Date .28 Appid |, 1039 Berial No. _,mu_% Fils

Bource of information ... Poasa.._
AVIATION FUEL .

TROREAL. AT

' ITALY
Subject ... SEALE. WD | RTAETRY. I

Helarence .
-=.mw=nularﬁwl;*—dh“t—h

AVIATION GASOLINE PRODUCTION IN ITWLY.

l. The following is translated from the "Vie dell'Aria® of B2 April,l%3@)

"It is often insinusted abroad that all Italisn dcmestis produsts,
without exceptiom, are inferior in quality to those formerly
from othsr ocountries. This nn-.tﬂu%u#mmnﬂ.
and industrial sfficiency. In this regard, the "Agenzia Boonomios M-
opanziaria’ announces that all the high octane gasoline required for the
Itmlnur?m,lllrp-umotﬂmmfmw.u
bow produced 1o Ttaly by the Axiends Nasionals Tdrogenssions Combusti- '
bili, Our Air Fores :-mmwutmm
m-mummmmwmnqmuﬁ,umu-
fml--wnruqmwﬂnﬂmuuwmmm
imported for use of the Air Foroe,®
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ATRCEBAFT FRODOOUTION AND ~TTRITION - ITMLY.

1. The following 15 an sstimate by types uf_ﬁnﬂ produstion iz Italy
during the month of April, 193%:
ta
COR 42, Ba 65, Ba B8, MO BOO, O B0 ..cconsennnnnnasnsansssnnns 66,

Bombera (Heavy)
599, O 188, Be 20 iiassinsnvesasnnnnuinisnnnsnnsnsannvanss 57

Bombers (Light, Dive]

B - BB, Oa JU0 coscssssssornnsssssscnsnnsssssnnsnsssnnranssas 27

(ossrvtioni
HBo £3, Cant S0l ssssssscssssassasransacntsassnnssasnassnnssns 18

Bgatal
Cant B BO6, Onnt & B09 secsssssnsssncssssnsnssassnnncassasanss 11

Migoellansous .. oeosssssansssnsssssasnnsianns sesssnnrasnennng 18

2. The above production is ostimated to lmve been absorbed as
followa 1
Sales to Forelgh COVEIDEARLE seeecssscsssssssanssrsrsssssnss o0
Bsplacementa for Ubpolota TYPOB).sessnassnenannsnnwnnsnnna:n 114
and increass in air Force J

Bormal attritiol ..osssssssssassnsnansassanssassassansansess S0
174

5. The figures on produstion are based largely oo woTk noted in progress
during fastory visits and on informtion redelived from cther reliable sources.

4. Dus to strict press cansorship sxercised by the Italian Covernmant over
military matters, and dus further to the fact that the Minlatry of aaronllutics
dcss not give cut information relative to the award of coptracts, sales to for-
slgn governments, mumber of planes and losses in Spain, nomsal atiritiom of air=
! graft or organization and compositicn of the Italian air Corps, the above figures
on absorption of profustion are sstimates based on chasrvation, contacts, foreign
press articlss and othar sources gonsidersd to be fairly reliable.

B. Dus to the detachment of the sssistant Nawal attachs for air, and pend-
ing the reporting of his relisf, this monthly repcrt will be temporarily dis-
contimusd, urless special circumstances maks it practical to continus its pre-

paration.

| I
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) v OOMPERSATION WITH BRITISH Maval aTIMCHE
tor, Mux, § *-Iﬂ.“ L)

1. In refersnce (a) was reported (1) the motifioa

Oovermmant to the effeat that the Myon sgrescent was um ::;.-::ﬂr
%0 be in effect, (2) the subsequent request of the Italiss Oovermment to
shorten the month's motice of abrogation required by the sgresmeat and |3
that mo reply to this request had bean received at that tize.

2. The British Hawal stiache states thet when the reply was received
it merely said that the Nyom sgroemsnt was bassd on the Spanish situstiom
and, singe thet bad besn cleared up, the Sritish Goverument had no more
interest in the sgresment. Brisfly, the Nyon sgresment dssignated certain
areas in the Mediterransan near such bases as Spezia, Malta, sto., as
oparating areas for submaricss. OUutelde of those areas submarines wers
requirsd to remain on the mirface and to be sscorted by m surface wessal.
Fallure to oomply subjected the subsarine to sinking on sight.

8. In disoussing the Mediterranean situstiom the British Nawl =ttache
stated that about a year ago the Eritish and Freoch had agresd to divids
the Mediterrensan in case of trouble, the Evitish sontrolling the sastern
end gnd the Fremch the western end, Hs paid that atf the present time the
British Mediterrapsan Fleet 1s not wery stromg but that it ipclodes three
squadrons of destroyers, Titted with the latest supersonios and squipped
with depth charges; whick could make 1t hot for submarinss in that area.

He consideresd the largs mmber of sulemrines in the Italian Havy the
greatest menace 1o the Mediterransan.

44 Hs sald that Ethiopis would be entirely out off Irom supplies of
any sort and would be takem with the greatsst ease, FHhodes and Leros are
also more or less isolated but the latter is very strongly fortified and
would bawe to be reduced from the air tefore being talen from the surface.
Fith thess islands disposed of, the British Flsst assisted by the existing
alr forces in Egypt, Malestine and Byris, augssrted from lrak, would have
complete gontrol of the sastern Msditerransan subject to the submarine
menace. alexaniria is the only good base available in the Egstern Msditer-
rangan until such time as those in Cretes and southern Oresos ocan be usasd.

G+ He spaid that at the time of the sanctioms the British plan was to
attack imssdistely upon the cutbreak of war, The first points of atteck
would hawe been Sirecusa and Catanis on the east comst of Sieily. In dis-
cussing the borbing of ships at ssa he referrsd to dropping a pattern of
bombs on & ship or formticn of ahips and indicated that direst stteck om
individual ships, such as our dive bombing, would zot be made.

6+ The above information was obtained during a brisf conversation
with the British NHaval =ttache, In responss to my request to tell me all
he falt fres to tell me regarding the Msditermanean situation, he said
that ke could tell me all that he knew as he was Dot faziliar with pressct
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plaps and did not know where the first blows would fall if war cems.

7+ The Brifish Naval attache and others in the British Esbassy bave bean
much interestsd in what they have been told regarding my visit to Belgrade and
my audience with rrince #Maul, The new British ambassador, Bir Meroy Lorrains,
is an old friend of srince mul's acd expscts to bhawve a talk with him whenm
Fripee Foul comssa to Rome about the middle of this month., The British Bawml
attache in athens, who is also scoredited to Yugoslavis, will go to Belgrads
shortly after fripoe reul returns to that oity.
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MWL ASPROTHS OF TFE EeOT OF MILaN e

1. The following mrticle from the "Relazicmi Internazionall® was written
by semiraglic 41 Divisions Bainsri-Piscla who is “at the disposal of the For-
sign Uffice™ = that is, he is Liaiscm USficer with the Foreicn @ffice and
keseps all data relative to foreign pavies - and frequestly writes eimilar
articlssi

THATAL ASPECTS COF TEE meCT OF MILaN
{BEslaziomi Internasiopali-of 13 May)

*The official communique announcing the conclusion of a military and
political ellisnce betwsan Italy and Gemmany affirms that the two Statas
of the axis intend to sffectively contribute to assure the peace of Buropse.

*Following the policy of pesce, when there exist many countries
strongly armed, imposes upon the contracting partiss the neceaslty for
baving & force whieh will fully suppert the proposed alliance. It is,
therefore, dssirable that we make a brief sxamines tion, alsc from a

naval viawpolnt, of the recent iact of Milan, putticg in coptrast, the

flests of the pigners with thoss of the cther European States with the
J most extapsive interesta. !
A

*In this sxazipation we will exclude the humen element and place
our attention priceipelly on the gquestion of the wetarial of the Flesta.

174" sacoording to inforsmtion contained in the Intersational Havel
almanac, of recent publication, the situation of the four primeipal
Buropear fleets, from the polnt of wiew of axlstlng units, unita

undsr construction and in programs, is as lndicated in the following

tables:
IDaLY | »—
{ In Bervice i Under comn- ¢ In Frogrem i Total He
struction
On TROORY B So Y. Tom K. Gw . Toms I '
PBattleships (&) 4 94,438 4 0,000 - - 8 B34,488
aireraft Car. - - - - - - = =
Crulsers (a) a8 79, E38 - - - - a8 79,238
Cruisers (E) 14 80,918 1 3,862 13 sg,982 28 197,262
Deatroyers 158 1E9, 042 i 1,680 12 15,200 145 146,762
2

Bybmarine s -] 79,827 12, B34 16 18,744 133 110, B05
Totala E?E 64, 407 EE tﬁ T 56,086 OEE T8 B4V
b s
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mOE TWO
CEEM T
1 In Barvice 1 Todsr Construc- 1 In Frogram i Total
3 tlon.
CaTEGORT K. Tus W, Tous W, Tons .
Battleshipaia) 7 108,400 g 70,000 B 70,0000 11 348,400
aireraft Car. - - B 38,50 - - B 38,500
Crulssra (a) 1 10,000 4 40,000 - - 5 50,000
Cruisers (B) 6 35,400 3 EL, 900 1 7,300 10 64,600
Destroyers &5 51,534 B 21,657 0 29,13 90 108,182
Sutmarines 49 §,968 19 12,762 B8 14,088 96 43,799
TR 5% T B 1,89 A4 BT,
FEaNCE
Battleships (A) 7 163,945 3 105,000 1 35,000 11 503,948
aircreft Car (&) 1 BE,146 1 18,000 1 18,000 3 68,145
sireraft Car (B) 1 10,000 - - - - 1 10,000
Cruisers (a) 7 70,000 - - - - 7 70,000
Oruissra (B) 12 84,508 - - 3 24,000 15 108,502
Deatroysra 71 11,201 10 16,400 18 84,160 99 161,761
Sytwarines 77 74,5858 10 B,388 18 15,200 99 98,187
176 546,558 B4 147,758 % 116,78 L T
ENGLAMD
Battleaships (A) 15 474,750 5 175,000 4 160,000 B4 509,750
Battleships (B) 3 £0,800 - - - - 3 20,800
airoraft Car (&) 7 137,380 & 115,000 ] 37,760 14 E90,100
aireraft Car (B) 2 11,700 - - - - g 11,700
Crulsers (a) 15 144,370 - - - - 15 144,370
Oruisers (B) 47 BE9L,796 18 125,800 B 64,000 73 479,898
Destroysrs 176 E37,404 BB 33,7W @ B4,lB0  BBO B96,314
Sutmarinas o4 55,856 15 16,920 & 2,608 3 95,388
1] ] ] ¥ ]

"5 regards tha totals for the Italima and French Neviss it must be
poioted out that the diffarence of about 100,000 tons is attributable to old
‘pattleships of which Franse owns 5 |Courbet - Paris - Eretagoe - Frovemds =
Lorraine), while Italy hes onoly four (Doria - Duilioc - Cesars - Cavour).

Tos four Italian Units, however, bave been oomples tely modernized and tha
CaVOUR apd OESaFE were already in the Fleet on the ocoasion of the Great Naval
Boview for the Fushrer, and thay are really reborn units beomuse thelr guna
have been replaced and the powsr plants have besn reccnsfrusted acoording to
paw oharacteristica. The gpeed of thess four Ttallmn units is greatar by
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several kmots than that of the O antiquated Frenoh units. It can, tharefors,
be said that today the twp Mediterransan MNavies are squal.

*The reasons of the great jump which can be noted in the figures for
Oreat Britaln and Gersany are wall known to those who are interested in Nawal
problems. Oreat Britaln hes, during the last thres years, appropriated great
s to give a new vigorous impulse %o har nawval comstrustion and the high
figurea of her tonnage show the results of thess measurss. 0Om the othar
hand, only & few days ago the Reich denounced the anglo-Corman maval et by
which OGemsany was bound not to reach mors than 35% of the total of the British
Fleet. In mny case, the Jerman seffort to reach that figure (which naturelly
will ingreass in proportion to the development of the British Nevy) has besn
resarimble. It is snough to mention that the German Fleet in 1935, whan the
maval oclauses of the Treaty of Versaillss wore demounced, bad a total of
144,000 tons and that, in a littls over thres years, this figure has bean
inoreased to over half & million tona.

"Soms charmoteristics of the units of thess flestsimst be remasbered:

(1) The ltalien Flest possssses the greatest pambar of underwatar units,
and this element is very important, considering the geogpaphical locatiocn of
Italy in the middle of the Msditerransan, In recent discourses by British
pavel anthoritiss, it has besn seid that means for combatting sutsmrinss
have recently been greatly developsd. Without demying this theory, it can
be said that alsc suhsarines and their arma have rmads great techhical pro-
greas and their use will be, as & conssquence, mOTS afficabious than in the

prat.

(£) The Garpan Sutmarine Fleet, according to forecmsts whioh it is
posaitle to make, will scon equal in purber that of the Freoch. There is
a very important difference in tonnage batwsen the ships of the one mation
and thoss of the othar as can be ssen from the total tonpage of the class;
as regards submarines however, the difference in tonzags doss not lead to
the sams Aiffersnces in effeotivensss as happens in the case of surface ghips.

{3) The charmcteristics of the whole German Flest arc naturally of the
mogt wofern. From their beginning the thres vessels of the DEUTTHCHLAND type
(10,000 tomns - 27 knots - 6 guns of 280 mm.) ave besn sdnired for the inge-
puity of their characteristics which pemmit them to fight, with supariority,
all cruisers and gives them a spaed superior to stronger battleships of thelr

time .

(4) In faot, in battle eruisers of the most modern German Sypd (SCHLRN-
HOBT) and (CHEISENWT) Englend can only match them with three units (HDOD -
RENOWN - HEPOLAE) and France with two unlts |DUNKER,JE and STRaSBOURG).
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(8) as regards oruisers of class "a® the five ownad by Ceruany are
of most. recent conmstruction and hawve, therefors, besn able to take advantace
of the expsrience geirced during the lives of similer ships !n other navies
elngs 1924 (EKENT type of Britieh Mawy).

(6) as regards the most modern vessels of 35,000 tcns the initial ad-
wntage is with Italy, which during ths first six months of 1940 will put
inte service the two powerful units VITTURIO TEETO erd LITTCRIC, wille
the Jerman sister ship BISMARCE will enter service in 1941, at that tire
the Mestas of the axis will bave io :le dresdnovzlht class equality witk
the Eritish and French Fleets together, which will bave the GECRSE ¥,
FRTNCE OF WalES, RICHELIEU, Jsrogress im the meantlioe, and bearing in
mizd the dates of readinsss planned fo- the other unites of thiz class,
it can be seem that the Aifferences will not be a high figure.

\7) Regarding airoraft carriers, as i3 kmown, there ig a docidod ad-
wantaps on the mart of Oreat Pritain, whick hae put speciel emphasis cn the
davalopment of this type probably fue to having to operate at promt listacces
from oetpopolitan bases.

*From the sirmteglc point of view an exmainetion of the situerticn would
be most Interasting, bot would not produce -esults except ec citainable from
ocoporete cases. .

® s oAre, Fommver, certain fects shich cennot be overlooksd and we
erll attention to tho most important:

(&) Due %o the geogmaphicel location of the axis Powers apd the dia-
tributicon of their pavel bases,.the necezsity for lawling twice as much
force is imposed upon eventurl suemy stetes. It wizht be necossary for
this preponderanse %o be increesed leter in the cese thot these stetes
ware Tecod with the problem of defeunding territoriss scattered in nahy
parts of the world. 3

(2] Many pretlems rolating to raritime traffic must be cerefully examined
teomuse in the Mo-th Sem mas well s iz the Mediterresorn the axis forces would
make thelr prosecce felt. : :

(C) &aa dbjective examipetioz of the aituation, furtherore, shows the
wislom of considering enl takirg into scoount the autarchiscal problem as well
as that of largs reserves insofar as theas probloms beve to do with the in-
torested partise.

*These are the fundemental facts which, from tre nawl poict of view, F

present themselves aftar the signing of the Pect of Milan, In thio dis-
cussion we have limited curselves 1o an axamination of the Burcopean sphere,

sl thouch recognizing that other interasting pointc ulght be brought up !
through ezaminstion of thu situation with its repercusalilq Ao afiber ssas and
sspsolally in the feoific Ocean.® "H.B."
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TE TRALIAL BAVY I Tl SPASH WAR.

JUN 20 1539

l. The following article is translated from the "Forze aArmats™ of
& June, 1939;

The uejority of the Italien netion still knows ver; littls
Bbout the eotivities carried on by the Royal lavy for over 32 months
in Bpanlah watoers.

This L8 dus to the Taot that, to the eontrary of the Angy end
4 Alr Foroe wiich aroused tue adedretion of the world by their mctiona
undsr the glorious banner of tho Caudillo, the Navy had to act in silense
md renain in the beckground for various reesons in connsction with the
political necessities of“the mocent. .

liow that nilitary operations are over, the Navy nay set aside
this reserve mnd ive Italians soce ides of its sontribution to the re-
birth of the new: Spain, q

The Italian Havy's first mct of intervention in Spain aross
Tron the Luperiocus necessity of protecting the preatige of our flag and
- the lives of our compatriots in the cities which were in the pray of
revolution end enaraly. The svasustion of refugees from Harcelons was
: begun on 24 July 1936 and continued uninterruptedly in varicus places

: until I1 Uovenber of that year. Besides Ttaliens many foreign rofueas
wore avacuated ineluding priests aud elergy of all kinds who thus aacapd
the Hed masaacres.

Thres lorge stemwships and two hoapital ahins were amployed in
this work, end in four months these units mede 27 voyages bringing to
safety 1695 Italimne nnd 6883 foreigners, LUany cther refugses wors saved
by ¥aricus warahips. Altogesther 9210 lives wers mved by naval vesssls
and chartered steazahips.

Heoamhile, in the middle of August 1936, thousdnds .of Heds mada
a surprise landing et Forto Cristo and threatened to coouny llajorea; thias
was & grave danger to the lationalists to when the possession of this island
was ssssntinl for the condust of war on tlc ses.

The Italien (Leglonary) Navy was resdy and coopersted effsctively
with war units acd naterisl so that early in September, thanks to the
coordinated efforts of the Italian pelitical counsellor, the Jdlr -Fores snd | -
the Italian 'nval Corzwmd, they were able not only to take over the offen- %
sive but also to occoupy the neighboring {sland of Ibiza.

The paval operations in the Haleariocs bmd shown ths advisabllity -
of m direct contribution towards the recrganization of the lationalist
lawy.” Thins was offected by sending a Naval lission to Cadiz at the end
of Septenbor for the purpose of maintaining contmct,between the Spanish snd
Italien navies, During the 230 ponths of its activition, the lavael MHission
rondsred invaluabls sarvices, assisting the Vetionalist Vavy Gemeral Staff
in the crganization of services and the preparation of the neval forees,
and organizing cozmnications between Spain and Italy by neans of two
powerful radic stations installed st Cadiz and Palus oporated by the per-

o Italian glonary) Hary, y
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The extensive reparcussions of the dpenish conflict soon cmused
& considerable inorsase in traffic which had to be safoguarded by o large
oumber of naval units.

Fran e few stomnships for the resous of the distressed population,
this traffic gredually incressed, first taking supplies to the neval forces
stationed in Spenish ports, and later carrying supplies and war material
to the nationalists, until {t asmued tie charscter of en oversoss expedition-
ary forse of voluntesr troops mounting to many thousands of men snd some
hundreds of guna.

This expedition was porforued in particularly unfavorable westher
conditions; the winter of 1936-37 was one of the worst recorded in the
Upditearranesn.,

The persistent gales were & severs trial to tie light units detailed
to esgort tho transports, as well as to the cruisers of the End Squndren
uiich cruised between Serdinia and the Bhlearies giving flank strategie
protection to the convoys.

A couparigon to thias conplex opefstion perfomed in a basin of
1,000 miles in extenslon, in which o naval fores of uncertain attitude was
besed net far fram the landing zone, cen be found cnly in the opsretions
of the Great War,

In order to have some ideam of the work performed by the Royal Navy
batween the middle of December 1936 and the middle of April 1937, which
was thapericd of most intense motivity, 1t is enough to record thet during
thess four pohths about 100,000 men, 4370 autovehioles, 40,000 tons of
saterial and 7490 guns were transported to Spein on 52 vessels whish performed
a total of 138 voyages, and for the protectibon of which 350 war units wers
eiployed whici performed 134 missions.

After the Expeditionary. Corps was landed it wns necessary to provide
suppliss’ and to ensure logistic oorwnications with Italy; this worl: was
continued \ithout interruption umtil the end of the military oparations, aod
tho Havy's ectivities may ba surmerized as follows:

Ho. of stegquships euployed fran the cpening of opsre-

tions for transportation of TTOODE secssscssssssnsnnsncsss
Trips nade B R R R R e sEmsEEEE
Ho, of stemwhips enployed for transport of raterial ...ee....
Trips rade B e e
Ho. of hoapital ships mPlof#d cesscsssssssscsssssnnssnnsnnnss
Trips nade B,
lo. of siok and wounded trensported ...... tressnsrennsnsaaaans Ly
Hps of war units m}lw B R R R W R R RS S R e
MABSLONS DOTTOIMB sucassassnntannnnnsrsnisrsnnsisssnesnssnnnn

Eelu.¥gax

These figures witness to the enormous smount of work parfomed in
Sllence by the Hoyal Itelian llav; in the cause of Mationalist Spain,

bl T bl el e e e L e Sp———]

et Eﬁhﬁlh £ m[u.f J:+u e ] LELY L 2 [T PR ulizl:

Bl ] T e = e
e e T




S - -

[ ISSUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF OF

MAVAL OFERATIONS, NAVY DEFARTMENT

ATTACHE'S REPORT

mm*mtmﬁwm- g © bt mar

I-r-l'\- -

From .7 Date .9 Juns 1929 Serial No, . 2% .. FileNo 507
Ty I n

LK. L

_=mw=mmﬂdr;m# I & bled ey of e sl b o

pete Se

Wiile tio transiortation of %w wcpediticner, Furoe Was uncar e,
tha Untionelists becan, in dd Loveber, t.o ¥irat _ajlonerT sularice
actions for tiu oursose ol desasing end cbstmuoiin
sunilies in .o Jediterrensan cnc restrictin Tt
Terocs to deense ol thalr Dolts.

e tioral ol saterisl eflest ol t. . sulnerine penaco ung L..ocietd
troffie ot cnos begnn to disinish, frel rirtol mtl lngustenees solrec To t

sizieg, routes ..ad to Lo QLENE o supaliyin
and disfioult.
This contributed not a 1i%tle to L .4 result ol T i
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THE PHINCLPAL FLEETS A'D THEIN BASES, Jun 27 1839

i

1. Thes following article is translated from the weekly paper "Relazioni
Internasionali', It is beliewed to have besn written by Adniral Ralneri-Biscis
of the Italian Navy, mlthough it is unsigned; it was published on 4 Mareh,l939.

*In a previous article we gave the situatliom as on 1 February
of the principal naval forces of the world, indicating the fundssental
characteristica of the units under coustruction.

"in sxrssination of the locatiom of the various floets, mads with
tha view of sstablishing the fundsmental peace-time strateglc positions,
may serve to sdd to our knowledge of the world navel nroblem at this inter-
esting moment of intermatiocnal politics.

"We will give the units by type, =0 that an accurats idea of the
sonstitution of the big naval unite may be hed by comsulting the tables
in the former article (Reference (a)) where the tonnage, armament and spesd
of each type is shown.

LOCATION OF TS FLEETS.

" A) TTALY - The constitution of cur Navy is undoubtedly known to
- all Italimnsj we will therefore merely state that our units are grouped
" roughly as follows:

24 1) K (main bases, La
Spezia and Taranto):
f a) Two Squadroms scmprising: lst, battleships asd heavy

erulsers; the Znd, light crulisers. Both these squadrons have groups of
1ight suzface units adequate for training purposes and tacticel employment.
e b) One Division at the disposal of the Command School.

a) Submarines,under tho Submarine Commend which is govermed
by an Admiral,

2) Mgval Forces in Italian Esst Afriocs (main bases, Massaua and
Chisimeio), under the High Nawval Command in Italisn East Affica; normally
consisting of light cruisers, & to 10 destroyers, & torpedo boats, sub-
parines and suxiliaries.

a) , under a High Mavel Cosmusnd and
sonsisting of light surface units (at present the cruiser COLLECNT and the
gunboats LEPANTO and CAMIOTTO). These units are normally located at Shanghai

and on the Yangtse-kisng. The large unit frequently visits othar ports in
China, Japan mnd the Philippines and often goes to the Dutch Jonda Ialands.

w0f the Italian islands in the Asgean, Laros is well squipped as a
bass, whils in Libya, naval forces can best be accomodated at Tripoli and
Tobruk., In both the Aegesn and Libya, light surface uaits and sulmarines

7,21 permansatly loc ; thess zones also froquently wisited by other
et
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paval units during their normal exearclses,

"Even thls sohematic desoription demonstrates the importance to us
of the Suez Cmnal, and in the Anglo-Italian Agreemsnt now in force the
prinoipls of the 1888 Constentinopls Convention that the Canal is open to
all, in peace and in war tims, is confirmed.

* B) BIGLAD - The forces of the British Navy are divided as follows:

1) Mediterransan Fleet (main bases, Malta and Gibraltar) com-

sloting of:

Battle Squadron with 56 QUEERN ELTZABETH type units.

Battls Crulser Division with 3 HDOD and FEPULSE type units.

Heavy Oruiser Division with 4 LONDON type unite.

Light Cruiser Division with E ARETHIBA type units.

One alreraft oarrier (ELORIOUS) with 50 planes.

Destroyer Division of 7 squadrons with a total of 35 units
of the AFRIDI, GRAFTON, HUNTER and INTHEFID types. (In
the tables in Reference (a), thess are referred to as
types A, O, H, I).

One submarine flotilla of 7 units.

Cne motorboat flotilla.

Auxiliaries,

2) Home Fleet (main beses, Portsmouth, Devonport, Chathes)
oconsisting of:
Battle Squadron with 7 unite (B NELSON type and 5 EEVENGE type)
Light Cruiser Division (SOUTHAMPT® type).
3 miroraft carriers with 154 plasnes.
Destroyer Division of 6 squadrons with a total of 28 unite
of the BULLDOO, ELECTRA snd FORESTER types |B,X,TF types).
One sutmarines flotills of 5 units.
duxiliaries.

%) Ressrve Flesst consisting of less modern units end located
at the English metropoliten bases. It comprisest
B4 oruisers,
3 mireraft earriers,
1 aireraft tender,

86 des¥royers,
tenders,
supply shipas,
various auxiliaries,
4) comprising a certain mumber of destroyers
sutmarines and units at the disposal of the Schools. :
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_
8) 4 W, 8 (maln basss,

Bermuda, Trinided and ifax) echeisting of1i
& Cruisers (YORX, KENT and LEANDER types).
£ sloops.
1 mirsswsapar.

&) Cansdisn Nevy (main base, Halifax) consisting of:
S dsstroyers (A, B and C types).
3 minssweepers.

7) Ngral Yoross in China (main hases, Kong and Singapore
but in psace time mainly located at Shanghal and Hemkow), conslsting of't
One aireraft carrier (EADIE).
Ope eruiser squadren of 7 units (MKENT and SOUTHADPTON types).
Oms flotilla destroyers of 9 units (D typel.
One flotills sutmarines of 18 units (O type).
19 river gunboats.
A certain nusber of destroyers and mineswsepers staticned
at Hong-Fong and Singapore.

8) Australien Havy (main base, Sydney) as followa:
& orulsers CANEERRA and SYDHEY type,
5 destroyers,
hydrographic ships and sloops.

9) M%hﬂﬂ ({main base, Auklend) as follows:
£ orulsers and LEAMDER),

2 llﬂ‘“r
£ trawlars.
10) m%{m base, Colombo) ms follows:
3 cruilsars typel,
8 sloops.

11) DDIAN Hyvy, comprising s mumber of sloops, a hydrographia
ship and other small units.

12) Ngrel Forces in South Africg (main bass, Simomstown] con=
alsting of ome oruiser (NEPFTUNE) and & sloopas.

* ) JRANCE = Tha French Haval Forces are located as follows:

1) w (main bases, Toulon and Biserts,
sscondary base, Ajaccic), ccmsisting oft
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One light squadron of 2 Ddwisicns; total, 8 crulssrs (4 of
10,000 tons, 3 of 7,600 tams, 1 of 5,800 tona).

Ome 1ight squadron of 5 Divisions of squadron lesders (total,
15 units VERDUN type of about 2,400 tons) and 2 Divisions
of destroyers TEMFETE typs (total, 6 units of about 1,400
tons).

Cne flotills submarines divided into 2 squadrons of 12 units
sanh.

z) n

One training abip Division as follows:

4 old battleships,

1 light crulsar,

auxiliaries.
One cruiser Division of 3 units SUFFEEN typs, 10,600 tons.
One Division squedroh leaders of 2 units VAUHAN type, 2,400 tons.
Oos Division destroyers TRAMONTAME type of 3 unite, of 1,319 tonss
Light surfece units and submarines are at the dispossl of the
Havel Commands of Toulon and Blserta.

3) Atlantic Squgdron (main bases, Brest, Cherbourg, Lorient)

emmprising:

4 battleships (one new DUMEERQUE type and 5 LOFFAINE type).

3 oruissrs EOUIFE type, 7,600 toms.

§ squadron leaders VOLTA and MALTN types, 2,500 - 3,000 toms.

1 flotills destroyers of 15 units, BOURRASQUR type of 1,300 tons.

1 flotills submarines of 29 units plus one sutmarins tendsr.

1 sdroraft carrier (HEARN).

Light surfece units and submarines are at the disposal of the
Haval Commands of Cherbourg and Prest.

4) a!m.mszm as follows:
a] Far East:

£ PRIMAURIET type grulsers of 7,800 tons,
£ colonial soouts, 1,969 tons, SAVORGHAN DE BRAZZA®
type.
4 river gunboats,
1 fast scout,
b) Levant Division, with ons EFERVIER type squadrcn leader and
one colonial seout.
8) One colonial scout stationsd in Indian Ocean,
4] Two colonial scouts stationed in the Pacifia.
e) One ccloniml seout staticned in the Atlantis.
f) Various units stationed at Saigon (Indoshina).
g) Various units stetioned at Casablanca.
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* D) UNITED S2ATES OF AMERICA - Up to October 1938, the Naval

Forces of the United States were united in a single fleet consisting of
a group of 15 battleships supported by the so-called "Scouting Force™ to-
gether with the nocessary dastroyers, submarines asd airoreft ocarriers,

These forces were stationed mainly in tie Pacific at the basss
of San Pedro, San Diego, San Francisco and Seattle. Thias location was
diresctly connected with events in the Far Hast.

Duripg the Grand Manesuvers the fleet generally goes beyond
Hawai where the United Gtates possesses the fortified base of Fearl Harbor
oo the island of Cabu. Polots susceptible of development are Ousm in the

o8 and Pago-Pago in Semoa, whilo Wake, Midway snd Dutch Harbor (Alaska)
ars better suited for asrc-naval support.

It is hald that the Atlantic Fleet was constituted Lin ordasr to
glve concrete avidance of the well-known friendly tendenoy of the American
Governoent towards the dsmooratic powers.

For varicus reasons, the Azerican naval forces wers also ip tha
past located alternately inm one oceat or the other; and the passage of the
Panems Canal is regardsd by the United Stetes Havy as an important sansuver
everything belng done to facilitate and spssd it up. Tests have ahown that
it takes about 40 hours for t.e big unita of the fleet to go through the
Canal.

It is obvious that tie Canal is of the groatest importance ino
enabling the forges to reach the warious zones of mction. The United States
General dtaff has given the most careful consideration to the sescurity of
tie Panmna Canal and has taken oumerous measures for its defense. The
entries into the Canal from both Ocesns and the approaches to thess sntries
are wall fortified and tke problem of meeting an attack on the Canal from
East or West has often been the thame of the annual Fleet !Mansuvers.

Even recently, in his revort oo the measures required to improva
the defense of the United States' coast and Ocemnlc possessions, Adsdral
Hapburn stressed the need for further meawures to render this indlspensable
way of communication betwee: the Atlantie and the Pacific inwvulnerabls.

At the pressnt time the units of the United States Navy are
eonstlituted as follows:

1) Battle Force ocomprising:

12 battleships in four Divisions,

A group of 14 eruisers (7 of 10,000 tons and 7 of 7,050 toms)
in four Divisicns.

Two Divisions of destroyers of 4 flotillas sach, sach flotillas
comprising £ squadrons; total, 16 squadrons with 56 unita.

Two Dl;um- of alreraft carriera; total, 5 units with 420

anos.
Mins-laysrs with two squadrons of olossweepars.
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£) Force!
4 ﬂﬂ.lim. of erulsers with 16 units of about 10,000 tona.

3) Alr Foros with 1l aireraft tenders and about 250 planes.

4) Bubmarine Foros comprising 4 flotillas of 8 squadrons;
total, 37 submarines, 4 destroyers and a mziber of
tendera.

5) Atlantic Squadrom:
4 battleaships of 26,000 - 27,000 tons.
7 light oruisers of 10,000 tone.
4 light erulsers of 7,000 tons.
7 destroyers of 1,900 - 1,500 tons.
13 destroyers of 1,100 tons.

6) Asiatio Fleet:
1 erulser, 9,050 toms.
10 gunboate.
1% destroyers.
3 tendera.
& subwarines.

CROAMTZATION OF DEFEISE.

®*The unsettled political situation both in Burope and the Far East
hes led the interested Covernments to revise thelr defense organizations.
The Fowers in possession of colonial ecpires or of mmall territories distunt
from the home country and of great strategical importance, have taken steps
for the improvement of basesa and the incresss of the posaiblilities of sub-
sistence and resistance of isoclated polnts in mid-Ocean.

"ia will su—marize tis peasures taken in this re asd by the priacipal
Fowara:

1) In FRANCE, tha Delsdier Cabinet recently woted 1 billion
franca for the dsfense organizaticn of the colonies. This sum was diviled
as follows:

447 million for French West Africa, subdivided betwean Dakar
(3enagal), Conakry (Ouinea) and Abidjean (Ivory Coamst);

117 million for French Equatorial Afrlom, mainly for work at
Fonte loire;

£85 million for Hldmuu {base of Disgo guarez);

£80 million for New Caledonis (base of Noumea);

% Silitie foo Mativiges

44 on for inique;

2 million for Diiboutis
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"Together with other points, for whichk France has already provided,
Such as Mors-el-Ksbir near Oran aod Ossablanca in Marocoo, the aystem of
French bases is of indisputabls strategic importance. Fort de France on the
Touts to Fansca; Dakar and Douala on tis route to the Cape of Oood Hope; Diego
Suarez on the Adan=Cas Colomy lines; Cemrahn have way batwson Singapore and

i Thaiti in the middle of tie Southern Pacifie on the Panama-Australis
route.

"Froo the point of view of tlLe asslstance which could be given by
France and her sclonies to operatlona of an essentially naval charactar,
Franoe is a valuable mssociate. The syaten Lowaver would become fregile if
the single wases should be usable to survive without the aild of the home
eountry. This justifies the decresd appropristions.

*The Daladier Govermment hay also docided to increass the forces of
the Fransh Colonial Ang by 70,000 men (50,000 in West snd Equatorial Africa
ani 20,000 in Indochina).

"As re;ards thes Bay of Cenrahn which 1a an exesllsnt natural harbor,
its importance derives alsc from the fact that Salgon and Malgheng are too
far from the direct Singapore-llong-Eong route. It im of naturel strateglc
importance due to its geographlical positlon; since it lies equi-distant from
Singapore, Hong-Kong, Manille and (in nir-line) from Bangkok.

*"Fror. tlhe viewpeint of the Franco-Britisl political group, Camrahn
Bay is a base lying considerably north of Singapore end could, if necessary,
Teplace Hong-Youg which, since the Japanese occupation of Hailnan, has Erantly
depreciated in value owing to its poaition betwsan [ainan and Formosa.

* £) GREAT BRITATN has long held first place in regard to basea
located along the malo routes of world traffie.

"After the fallure of the disarmapent confersnce and the decision
to re-arm, Great Britain decided to incréass her fleet and bring her bases
up to date. We will manticn the most lmportant:

"In the Mediterransan, besldes Malta and Cibraltar, work is undar
way at Calfm, Cyprus and mlsc Alexsndrim since, under toe dnglo-Egyntian
treaty, England shares in the constal defense of Egypt.

*The defenss of the Suez Canal is mlac being reinforced and ths
organizetion assigoed to England under the Anglo-Egyptian treaty of 1938 ias
belng developed.

*"Other polnts whie! guarantes tho defecss of the route to the Zast
are: Port Budan, Perim, Aden, Mocbasa, Bombay, Colombo, Trincocmales, the
island of Mauritius, Port Darwin (which 1t seems is to be nade into & major
naval base), Singapore and Hong long.

“MAdmiral Chatfield, formarly First Lord of the Adriralty, has re-
cently besn appolnted President of a Commission sent to Indis to study the
dafenes n£ thia part of the British Bepire.

In the Pacific, the British ire has the maln bass Sydney
Auckland snd Esquimault, - i 2
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"In the Atlantic there are the bases of Halifax, Kingston (Tamaioa),
Bridgetown and Port Stanley (Falkland Islanda).

*Follbwing the tenslon in the Mediterrenssn in 1935-36, Oreat Britain
devoted her attention to reinforeing polnts along the sc-called "reserve
route™ to India which, instesd of passing through the Msditerranean, reaches
the Indian Ocean by going round the Cape of Good Hope. Along this route
work is being done to improve the ports of Freetom (Sierra Lecns), Capetown,
Simenstown and Durban (Cape Colony), Msuritius and Colombo. A mew Government
has been created comprising the British South Atlantic lslands: St.Helena,
Ascension and Tristan da Cunha,

*There is already some idea of establishing permanent eomminications
betwean Bonglend and Australis round the Cape by fast mail lines. The new
motorabip DAONION MONARCH left from London on its maiden voyage on 18 Fabruary,
This line will run from London to Australia via Capatown.

"In order to eamplets our glence st the possibilities of supporting
bases for the Eritish fleet, we should mention that recantly the Union of
Scuth Africa, dustralis and Caneda (to a lesaer emtent) voted funds for re-
inforeing their defenses. There is also the Anglo-Portuguess alliance to be
taken into mcoount, so that Lisbon, tus Azores, the Cape Verds ialands, Aagola
and Mowambique may be regarded as importgnt points in the British naval
defense system.

"Finally, as regards possessions in the Near and Par Epst, Ehugland's
strong political position in the Persimn Oulf should be moted.

"It is impossible to ignore the disproportion which exists betwoen
the importance and wealth of the Dutch Colonial Enpire and that nation's
moons of defending it. Tuls situaticn naturally givea rise to the balisf
that, in case of threat to their so=mon interests, Holland would snter the
ortit of the British Expire,

*The press has often reported exchanges of visits between the maval
suthorities of Singapore md Tava, espacially in pericd preceding the pariodie-
al concentrations in Singapore of the Cormands of the Naval Forces of the
East Indies, Par East, Australia and New Zealand.

-} | ] The csoillations of Ametican
naval policy under the alternating influance of thae isclationists or inter-
venticnista are well-kmown, and it will suffice if wa illustrate hare the
present situation. After the denouncemant of the Treaty of Washington,
Article 19 of that instrument whish ealled for the "status quo® of the naval
bases comprised betwsen the Hawaln meridisn and meridisn 110° lmmediately
east of Singapors becams inoperative. Under this di spoaition, no modifica~
tions to the bases in this enommous zone were mads for 18 years, from 1928
to 1935,

"This prosoription appeared to ba the ocompansaticn given to Japen
for the renuncimtions imposed upon her by that treaty.

"Insinuations, howsver, have not been lacking in regard to Japan's
reinforcement of naval beasa in the islends granted under mandate to the
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Japanesss Exmpire by the Leagus of Natioms.

®3ince the building of the Pansma Canal, the United States have
always desired to increass its defenses. DBut recently, Prosidsat Roossvelt's
favorable policy towards increase of arcsmaents has glven rise to the problem
of bow to utilize the liberty gained upon the terminstion of the Washington
treaty. In faot, a special Commission under Admiral Espburn has published
a report upon the logletic requirements of the United States Fleet in relatico
to land baseas

"Congress has examined the report and the Nevel Commismions of the
Houss of Hepressntatives end the Senate have investigated the question, in-
terrogating both peval and political experts.

; *The press has resently published the fipal decisions in regard to
the completion or oreation of 10 mew bases in the Atlantic and Facific. The
prealiminary funds woted smount to 44 million dollars snd, since the larger
vessals dspend less on the bases, stepas are to be teken to ereate supporting
beasss for planes, sulmarines and torpedo boats. The funds are to be used for
the Atlantic bases in the States of Virglnie and Florida, the central bases
of Ouantansmo (Cuba), St. Thomas (Virgin Islands) snd Coco-Sclo in the Canal
Zone.

*Thess measures are closely connscted with the above-mentionsd
formation of the Atlantic Fleet. As regards the Pacific area, whore no
internstional contractual relations exist, it ia interesting to record the
new asrc-oaval work being doms at Pearl Harbor (Hawal), Midwey Island, Wake,
Ouss, and in o group of ialands lying across the route fron Hawel to dustralia
and New Boaleand which is sspealally suitable for air-lines between the I.Tnj.!:-i
Statea and those countrias.

"Ouem's valus as an advanced sentinel for the protectiom of Horth
Amarica's Pacific interests, deérives from its geographical position and the
splandid port which could be built on that ialand.

"However, neither the American policy in regard to the Fhilippines
nor the limited funds granted (20 million dollars for work at this base)
seax to indicate an intention of ereating fleet-support bases in the Weat
Paolfiec, and tharcfore strategle possibilities in regard to the Japanssa
poaitiona are very limited.

* 4] HOLLAND has also entered the race 0 reinforce poaitions
and recently voted a sum of E,336,970,000 lire for the Winistry of Defense,
an ingreass of B17,175,800 lire over last year. Of this total, 548,646,300
lire ware assigned to the Nevy of which 466,169,800 lire wore ressrved for
new naval sonstructions and the purchass of msronsutical material.

® 8) It hns often boon sald that the advantageous position hald
by JAPAN in the Far Zast, sustained by her powerful flest, could be disputed

only by .'umuinn of forces.
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*Japan's fleet smounts 0 1,102,519 tons, subdivided into the main
catogories as followsi

Zotal (tons)

In sarvice 272,070

12 Battleships In program 92,000(7) 410,070
Undsr comstructiom  46,000(7)
In service 68,370

7 "A" AMreraft oarrisrs * Under somstruction 38,000 106,370

In progra= T
In .sarvice 51,080

5 "EE A{raraft carrisrs Undar construction 27,000 58,050
In program -
In servics 107,800

12 "A™ Cruipsrs Todar ccnstruction - 107,800
In progrsm -
In service 116,965

£8 "B* Cruissrs Undar constructicn 17,000 188,965
In progrem 85,000
In sparvice 144,306

142 Destroyers Undar constructicom 16,500 172,766
In progrem 11,950
In sarvice 73,748

66 Sutmerines Undar sonstruction 4,750 78,498
In program T

GRAND TOTAL eosessss 1,102,519

s cannot give the locatlion of the forces, but the Japanese bases
are numerous and spread over a large sxpanss of ths Western and Central Faclfic.

* ®*he igland of Yap ia very important owing to its geographical positionm,
and sarves to establish a line of Japaness bases along the meridian which cutas
at right angles moross the 20th parallel whilch joins the comst of California
and the Fhilippines.

*he foross permansntly loeated in the Far East belonging to England,

the United States, Franos and Holland are as follows:
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*This force obwioualy could not dresm of competing with the Japanase

E8R., .

foroes,

'Itnuhmmauth-mutmmmmmmuhnm

oonstructicn, England may station 5 battleships at Singapore. If this ia
done, the problem would have to be considered from & new aspect. MAlso, in
view of the progress in aviation, the strategical situstion in the Paoifie
has to be contimually revised and brought up to date, * y
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