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AUSTRIA; BRITISH REACTION TO CHANGE OF STATUS

Enolosurs: (A) Selected Press Clippings |+ (%~ ~f

1. Britieh alarm at the harshness and suddennesa of German
measures in Austria has not been allayed by any of the announcements
emanating from Berlin or Vienna. The entire presas is of cne mind in
regarding the methods used to bring about the present situation as
constituting & Class A orieis. Even papers whioh have advooated
appeasement and conoiliation with Germany have shown a marked shange
in tons, the leading article in The Times, for example, being notable
for ite cutright denunclation of Hitler's methods.

2. In gensral the press and individuals questioned support the
action of the Prime Minister in not immediately declaring any
Britieh line of aetion other than his thoroughgoing condemnation
of the foreible and arbitrary stepe of this "annsxation". The
Prime Minister has not yet atated the metion which Great Britain
will take in avent that similar oscurrences tranapire in Czecho-
slovakia, The point has been made in Parliament and im the prese
that this attitude is very similar to that sdopted by Sir Fdward Gray
in 1914, end the ocomment is made that Germany would never have
invaded Belgium at that time if her rulers hed known that such
invagion would cause Great Britain to deeclars war.

3. The mpesed with whieh Germany took action is one of the most
elarming attributes of the Austirian orieie from a British point of
view, since 1t is generally believed that Hitler might strike as
quickly againat Great Britain if he decided that his policies re-
quired warlike sotlion against her. Up to the present moment thias
feeling has had thres tangible results: Firat, the program of
rearmament ie to be extended and hastened. This development has
besn B0 clomsly related to the Austrien situation that elippings

. eovering it fomm part of Enclosure "A". Secondly, there has besn

80 immediate campaign to enlist ome million voluntesrs as meambers
of Alr Baid Defense Forces. This campeign was opened by the Home
Secoretary in a broadcast and has been ocontinusd im the daily press
with reported good results. The third evidencs of the conoern
existing here is the faot that thers have besn hints in Parliamsnt
that ccoperation betwsen employers and employess would be raquested.
The Frime Minister had stated that the Austrian events wers "bound
to have effeots whioh cannot yet be memsured” and added

"I am gonfident we shall at least be
supperted in asking that no one, what-
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Referring to the Frime Minister's statement in Parliament, Mr.Butler,
Under-Seoretary for Forelgn Affairs, informed M.F.e that the Frime
Minister had no intention of introdueing military or industrial
consoription, but that "if the Govermment decided that an extensiwm
or acoaleration of its Alr Foroe program was neosssary, it would no
doubt have to ask both employers and work people to mcoept in the
national necessity certain inconvenience and perhapes sacrifices."™
It is believed here that for the immediate future,intemsification
of effort will be concentrated on the Air Force prugrlm and on the
matter of alr raid precautions, with any increase in naval Trearma-
ment & matter for future and deliberats consideration.
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EVENTS IN CQNNECTIUN WITH CEZECHO SLOVAKILN CRISIS (BRITISH
HAVAL PREPARLTICKS AND USS NASHVILLE).
AND USS HONOLULU) .

l. London has been Lln a state of ohronio orisls for some
time now and there has been Litcle if any informat ion available to
me in oconnecticn with the subleot,whioh nas not appeared in the
ress or is oovered wore completely by the Embassy reports to the
tate Department. There are, nowever, & few matters wnlen are of
iptarest in this conneotion.

2. Several times recently I have told my friends at .ne
ddmiralty that I would appreciate any information they could give
me adcout extra naval preparaticns. I have learned very Little
however. On the %th of September the admiralty aonounced that the
Beven mine sweeping veasels and four mine laying destroyers pre-
vioumly in reserve would be placed im iull commimeion. This is
the only publialy announoef atep whion could be characterized ae
a partial meobilization. adwiral Troup tells me ThAt when this Was
announaed the Cermoan Naval sttaoche at onoe ocalled upon nim and
oparagterized the announoement &8 obDviously a mooilization. The

D.N.I. differed with him oo thig point and explained that the units

ware fregquently passing in and out of the reserve fleet to meet
the ourrent situation. [he German attache then had a lengthy oon-
versation with admiral Troup in whioch nhe stated toat no one in
Germany belleved that Breat Sritain would intervene ip & war
between Germany and Czecho Slovakis. Captain Siemens added toat

bhe nimeslf was not corvinoed that England would intervene, admiral

Troup then told Captain Siemens he was apparently mexing the same
migtake which was made in 1914 and that there was little admiral

Troup oould say to convinoe him if he did not believe toe statement

igsued oy the Prims Minister and other important Oovernment Leads.

#hen he left Captain Siemens seemed momewhat dlsturbed in his own

mind oo this question ouf reiterated no one in Germany oelieved

that England would aotually go to war on the Czecho Slovacip

ﬁ.:itiun. admiral Troup repeated this oconversation to me im eon-
&nae.,

3a ag regards other admirslty preparations to weat the
present situstion, the D.N.I. desoribed the present aruise of the
Home Fleet to Soottish waters as "good plamning”. He explained
that mobilization with the Sritish was a step whioh involved
important guestions, many of them legal, and that 1t ocould not be
taken without Cavinet aotion. He added, however, that everytning |
was .eing done short of mobilization and that the «dmiralty was
satisfied with the remdiness of the naval forces. It has been
appounasd inp the press that while the Mediterrunean Fleet was
oruieing in the Eastern Mediterranean the HOOD would remain at
Gibraltar. The reason for this given in the press was that the
Spanish situaticn made 1%t advisayle have a Flag Officer in that
vigdnity.  Admiral Tro i presence of vhe HOOD inm
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Gibraltar rather than in the Eastern iediterranean was aotually
not based on the Spanish situaticn .ut was part of the precaution-
Ary measires to meet the present orisis with Germany. IThe press
also announced that the ROYAL (AK would remainp at Portland instead
of aocompanying the Home Fleet on the oruise to Sootland. The
reason given was that she had just completed an overnaul and was
not yet ready to Join the Fleet. The D.N.I. telle me toat her
bel.g held at Portland was also part of the preparations to meet
the exigting sadtuation, When in Fortlana to meet tne NaSHVILLE
I had lunch with dear Admirsl MaoKinnon, whose flag is in the
ROYAT OAK, played golf with him one afterncon, and later had a
c.anoe to look over the upper deacks of the Bhip. we Aid not dis-
ouss the question of why he was held at Portland, It is true,
however, that the ship hae Just oompleted an overhaul and Bhows
outward signe of not naving entirely recoverad from she stay at
the dookyard .

4. I met the HASHVILLE on uer arrival at Portland Sem em.sr
12th, spent that night on board, and next day vieited the anti- |
Submarine Soaool .(to be covered in a separate report). I returped
to Lendon Tuesday ev g to find the Embassy nad just received | =
orders to arrange wit@™the Foreign Office for the NASHVILLE to Z
prooceed to Gravesend, arrivimg September l4th. T £0% 1n touen with =
the Cuptain vy telepiaone and found they nad received orders from
the Navy Departament to proceed Gravesend, but without indicating &
the time of arrival. In view of the State Department's instruections
to the Embassy indiocating that it was desired he arrive on the ldtn,
the Captain arranged to leave at 8,30 the naxt morning and to run
at twenty-five knots. He moared at Gravemem aoout 7.30 the
8vening of the ld4th. Insofar as I know the Department's orders
fto the NASHVILLE were not sent to the Faval attache or to Commander
Squadron 40 T for informtion, This office telegruphed admima)
Lackey this information the forencon of the l4th.

Be The movement of tne NASHVILIE attracted conmiderabls
attention in the press and taoe aubassador talked with the Chief of
Raval Operations on the telephone in that connection. The Sritish
accept the move with obvious satisfacotion as uelng a gesture of
Bupport. On the other hand, as scon &8 it was announced the
German attache called at oy ofiice to inguire what the Blgniflioanos
of this umusual move was. He was informed that the HASHVILILE
recelved itm orders direoct from Washington and that as far ae this
offioe was conoerned no information was available, I have informea
the ampassador that as a gesture the presence of the HASHVILLE and
HONOLULU at Gravesend, in my opinmion, will have a good effeat. Qm
the other hand, if the Boips are being held primarily as possible
means of emergenay transportation for americans, South.u_gtnn womld
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o8 a muoh better loocation. a8 & minor polnt in this oconneotlion,
it is oomting the MaSHVILLE %50 a day for tug service at the turn
of the tide - and will ooset the HONOLULU the same. (See pAra. o).

Ba I nave informed the Captain of the HaSHVILLE of the
poasibility of his having %0 transport Ameriosns leaving England
and o 18 making a study of the subjeot. =8 a prelimipary estimate
he says that oe oould transport auout 350 in reasonacle somfort
under toe ciroumstances. This means separate compartments for
women and ahildren with adeguate messing and tollet wodommodations.
Of this pumber he estimates 210 could be women and children and
140 men. Of course this figure could l:m oonsideracly inoreased in

A real emergency.

Ta On Septem.er 17th the Embassy reoceived instructions to
arrange with the Foreign Office for the HONOLULU to remain
indefinitely at Gravesend after the arrival of that vessel
Septembar 22pd. To-day the hhn;:g reosived instruotions to arrange
with the Foreign Office for the HVILIE to proesed to
Portemouth, arriving September 20th or 2lst, where she will recgeive
& Bhipwant of gold, 4uthority for tole was contained in Havy
Department despaton (019 1645 to the Naval Attache. The Command-
ing Offiocer of the BASHVILIE telles me at the present time (noocn
20 September) that he has no ordere from the Nawy Department. He
has, however, interocepted despatoh to Commander atlantio Squadron
indionting that the NaSHVILLE will sall for New York 22 Septemuer.
arrangements have Just been made with the Commanding Oftiocer
HASHVILIE and with the admiralty for tne HaSHVILIE to leave
Gravessnd acout 0700 21 September and arrive Fortemoutn 1445 the
sams day. sarrangements nhavwe alsc been made for the shipment froa
the Bank of England to be delivered the same aftermocn to the
HASHVILIE, alongside the dook in Portesmoutn. (Later delayed until

the ZZpd

Hae L This morning the Emoasay reoceived two despatohes oon-
ocarning the HONOLULU. The first stated that the visit of that ship
to Graveseni was oancelled and reguested arrangements be made for
the ship to go to Southampton to remaip for an indefipite periocd,.
This despatoh shortly afterward was ocanoceslled with instructions to
arrange for the HONOLULU to go to Portsmouth instead of ﬂnuthug‘tnn.
Later a despaton from the HONOLULU via the NLSHVILLE reported that
HONOLULT would arrive Portemouta the afterncon of the Zlet.

Y Tnere are attaoned « colleotion of olippingm conderning
Aoma of the iltems mantloned in tnis redorta.

o g e BAL. 2 1 1973
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By ELM ouie_WAY 21 (373
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for Alr Rald Frecautiona

1. It seeme desirable toc prepare for the Director of Heval
Intelligence and for the files of this office a chromoleogical
record of thie office during the recent Czechoslovakian crisis.

2. For this purpose the crisis may be considered to have begun
with Hitler's Nuremburg speech on 12 September. While it really
ended with the Munich Conference on September 30th, it is only &
week later that the office hae begun to reach its normal .condition.

3. It will be difficult for anyone not in London during this
period to realize the situation as it existed. Reduced to ita
gimplest terma, war became a possibility on the l2th of September,
soon develeoped into & probability, and on the afterncon of
28 September was conaidered s certainty. At the present moment it
seems & remote posslibility that war would bring immediate bombing
of London. Even &t the time, it was dAifficult to coovince one's
gelf that war would immediately take this form. The fect remains,
however, that in Government cireles, where the best information
should be avallable, bombing attacks were copnsidered not only &
posaibility but a probability. Whatever the degree of probability
it wag the duty of all concerned to make the utmost preparation
against the worst poseible developments.

4. The ipterpaticpal situation began to have its effect on the
U.5.0avy in British Watera September 13th, the day of Hemlein's
ultimatum. On that day, the EASHVILLE received corders to procesd
immediately from Fortland to Gravesend, to arrive 14 September.

The Naval Attaché received thie information only through State
Department despatches. 48 reported in reference (a), the German
Haval Attachh was interested in the NASHVILLE's movementms, but
neither the Ambassador nor the Naval Attaché had any information as
to the reasocn for the change.

5. Though Gravesend was not well adapted for embarking
refugees, there wae a growing poseibility that it might be neces-
sary to use the vesesl for this purpose. The Commanding Officer
of the HASHVILLE meeordingly made & survey of his refugee capacity
and came to the following estimate of the pumbers which eould be
carried with what might be termed decency but not comfort.
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Estimates of cote, bedding, and other items required to deal with
an smergency of this kind indicated that Lt would be necessary to
make purchases amounting to roughly $3000.

6. On 20 September the HONOLULU, then en route to Gravesend
to arrive 22 September, was ordered toc proceed instead to Fortsmouth
where it arrived 21 September. In the meantime, the FNASHVILLE had
been ordered to prooeed from Gravesend to Fortsmouth where 1t elso
arrived 21 September. In accordance with further instructiocns
recelved through the Embassy, the NASHVILLE received a shipment of
g£old on 228 September and the same date departed for New York. The
HONOLULU remained until 1 October and was therefore the ship which
bore the brunt of the erisis activitiea. The HONOLULU during her
atay received a shipment of gold for Few York.

7. On 23 September information was recelved that the SOMERS
and SAVANNAH were being ordered from the Atlantie Coast to Portes-
mouth.

8. On 24 September the Naval Attmché received Opnav despatch
0083 1231, directing him and Commander Squadron 40 Tare to keep all
European Naval Attachés advised of the movemente of all United
States Naval Vessele in European waters. The Naval Attachs
telegraphed Commander Squadron 40 Tare on 26 September:-

"ess ACCORDANCE OPHAY 0023 1231 WILL ADVISE YOU AND
ALL HAVAL ATTACHES EUROFE SHIF MOVEMENTS OUTSIDE
MEDITERRANEAN AND ASSUME YOU WILL ADVISE NAVAL
ATTACHES EUROFPE MOVEMENTS IN MEDITERRANEAN 12007

COMMUNICATIONS

- 9, With the HASHVILLE successively at Fortland, Gravesend, and
Fortamouth and also with the HONOLULU at Foertsmouth, the quutlon
of communication was found difficult, e in each case the ship waa
anchored out in the stream and the aisnl.l station maintained ashore
was not adequate. This situation became worse as the crisis devel-
oped, apd copeiderable delaye were experienced in telephonie,
talegraphic and cable service. On 27 - 28 Septeamber, telegrams
were delayed up to six hours, and no telephone calls were accepted
axoept on an Embaassy or Government priority baeis. On those days
it took from two to five hours to get meseages to the EONOLULU inm
port 60 miles away. Frelimlnary arrangements were made to send the
HOFNOLULU field radio set to the Embassy, but fortunately they did
not have to be carried out.
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10. It wae apparent that the code and oipher facilities avail-
able to the NHaval Attach® would soon prove inadequate,as the orisis
developed into the immediate prospect of war. Inquiry showed that
the Naval Attachd'a olipher for Europe was held by Commander Squadron
40 T but not by the HASHVILLE or HOROLULU. With this in view, the
Favel attechd made the following request and recommendations:

(a) to use the Teletype Simplex FPrinter installed in the
Embassy for communication through the State Depart-
ment:

(b) that all ships in and procesding to Europeman watsrs
be provided with the Naval Attachd'as eipher,
European edition;

(e) that RFS distribution and allowance list be provided
this office;

(d) that sdditional codes and ¢iphera, more secure then the
administrative eipher and less cumbsrsome than the
laval Attaché cipher, be furnished this office:

(e) an additicmal allotment of £500 for telephone and tele-
graph expenses;

(f) that Department arrange & schedule on which the BEmbassy
radio receiving set could copy despatches from wWash-
ington direct, and that, in an emergency, radic
personnel be obtalmed from HONOLULU.

411 except the last of the above recommendations were approved. In
view of subsequent developments, the last suggestion proved
unnecessary. It 1s worthy of conmsideration in the future, however,
should a similar situation arise.

11. The Communication Offleer of the HONOLULU was ordered to
London for comsultation and, as a result of this consultation, a
deapatch was sent to the Department recommending that certain CSP
publiocationa be tranaferred from the HONOLULU to the Naval Attachs.
Certain tranafers of publications were accordingly made and are now
held in thie office.

12. On 27 September, Lisutenant C.E. Weaklsy, U.S.N., undertak-
ing an engineering course at Cambridge University, was ordered to
London and detailed to comeunication duty. Mr. Willlam 5. Sims, Jr.,
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gon of Admiral Sime, offered his services and waa used in scme
routine work for one day, but was not reguired thereafter.

13. On 26 September, Lieutenant (Jg) C.T. Abbeott (SC), U.5.W..
on leave in London while proceeding from Chine to New York, report-
ed at this office and cffered his services. These were promptly
acospted amd on my telegraphic recommendation he was later ordered
to report to me for duty, and remained in that status until
7 October. During this time he was of very considerable value in
connection with communicaticns and the prospective oil contracta
and other purchases that would have to have been made should the

erisis have developed into war.

AIR HAID FRECAUTIOHS

14. In addition to the other urgent activities at this time,
this office contimued to do ite part in organizing and preparing
the Embasay bullding for air raild precautlione. Thie duty was
assigned to the Consul General, Mr. Jeokins, enpl Commander Nelson
of this office took an active part in the very thorough and com-
plete arrangements whioh were made.

15. The Taval Attachd's Cffice drew up an organizaticn for
the formation of fire, rescus and firet aid parties, and methods
of routing personnel to the basement of the building where certain
apaces were deslgnated as shelters. The basement of the large
apartment house which forms a part of the Embassy building was
mede mccegseible to the basement of the Embasey by the cutting of
two openings and the installation of doors therein. This opened
up aceeas for additional shelter in case a portion of the Embasay
had to be abandoned. Bulkheads and doors were erected at certaln
loeations to insure agalnst the seepage of gas, and moet o the
openings were actually sealed. 4ll windows in the basement of
this building were protected by sand bags (to the mumber of 2500)
and sealed on the inside with plywood with all cracks covered with
paper pasted to the surface.

16. Firet aid and decontamination stetions were plecked out
both in the basement and on the ground fleoor fc care net only for
the people of the Embassy staff but also others who might enter
the building from the street. Frovielon was Aleso made to care for
about 100 people who might be in the Consular office of the Embasay
in conneotion with paseport and viea activitles and who might not
be mble to leave the btullding at the time of an attack. This
office co-operated with the Consulate in drawing up liste of emer-
geney materials for fire and rescue parties and firet aid parties.

e —— i i

e

|-.- tkﬁwﬁ%&[= - -'i“l. E:;rl T T O P e e P T I.Il.l-ll'.&t e
L] |

[ | T ] |

L Tﬂ‘.‘ |&-f|ﬁlﬁ.|tt|m|? ! .'E-'F-“:"r' hﬂﬂ*_—:l =| |l=1 usassassssnsad

R L L LRI R R U ELATY I )

orma U o N 1 Mk u sheich, ot 18 ine with bt lorm whears praetionl  Bubmil exiey spis
g-g:u#ﬂ'm-f“:mmm“umzummm-m



1 :

[ IASUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF OF
NAVAL OPERATIONS, NAVY DEFARTMENT

_ ATTACHE'S REPORT ,
el L T S SO S, LAY 5 'r",'.."'...:g'."‘...f...:'_'-':...“'.z" -
47

From X . Date 8 Dote. .., 1988 Serial No. ..coorereeerweeees File No. ..ooeeeerreererses
ey — by — e~
Souree of information ... s Lt e R e R R R = P
Subject .G N e :
% aaien prparusd o)
Reference ........

e 22 T R S S, I 28 2 ‘ T

0 tetter, Moy, 4 1878 L
=B AAY | 3

4 representative of this office visited the London A.E.FP. Head-
quarters with the Consul General on 7 Septeaber to ascertain 1if
thers were any points that had been overlocksd in pocesible prepara-
tions for an emergency. On 23 September a representative of this
office accompanied a Tepresentative of the Comsul General's office
on a tour of imspection of the Minfiatry of Fublic Health Bullding
at Great Gecrge and Whitehall Streets, to ascertaln the precautions
in effeet for the evacuation of an office bullding apd utilize

those applicable to our tuilding. In the Embassy there were inatal-
led placards and arrows in corridors and basement to indieate plain-
ly the routes which whould be taken by perascnnel. Gae masks were
iseued to personnel om 26 September.

17. ill the data on precautions taken, together with lists of
material purchased and regulations promulgated, have been placed in
the filee of the Coneul General.

EVACUATION COF AMERICAKS

18, As had been foreseen, much of the pressing work at the
Erxbagay was providing for the rush of people who wished to leave
the country immediately. On the 27th and 28th this busineas
reached propertions which are diffioult to realize by one not an
aya-witness. On the morpning of the 27th the Ambassador informed
me that the Government were making all preparations agalnst bomb
attacks on London immesdiately on the declaration of war. At thie
time he issued & warning that all Americans who eould possibly do
8o should leave the country. He cabled the State Department for
authority to use the HONOLULU to full capacity to tranaport
American eitizens to New York, and directed me to reguest the Havy
Department to authorize the Commanding Officer to act under his
orders, and to make all the neceesary preliminary arrangementa
with the Commanding Offleer. It was the Ambassador's tentative
plan to be ready to embark on the HOFOLULU all Embasey and other
Service-connected personnel, plus such other pecple as coauld be
accommodated and who had no other means of immediate departure.
Among those he tentatively planned to send on the HONROLULU were
the 12 members of his family and household.

19. It was epparent from the stuly of the problem of evacua-
tion on the HONOLULU that purchases of cots, bedding, ete. amounting
to some §3000 would be necessary. It was already apparent that the
food supply of the country would be severely dislocated immediately
on the deelaration of war, as temporary price control was already
in effect, as were limitations agalost food hoarding, ete. While
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600 gas masks had been recelived at the Embassy, these hal proved
inadequate for the demands of the U.5. Government Service-oconnected
personnel throughout Great Britain, and the Ambassador had already
ocabled reguesting 1000 additionsl gas masks. In view of the above,
and pending recelpt of muthority from the Department, arrangementa
ware made with the Commanding 0fficer of the HONOLULU and
Lieutenant Abbott (5C), aoting as Supply Officer of this office,
for the necessary asmergenoy purchases, for the landing of surplus
provisiona, steal helmets, gas masks, rubber boots and elothing,
flashlights and first aid materisla. Arrangements also ineluded
obtaining storage space at the Fortsmouth Dockyard and transportation
from Fortsmouth te London.

20. On the morning of 28 September, the asituation was conslder-
ed so eritical that the Ambassador directed me to ask the Navy
Department for an "immediate reply" concerning the use of the
HONOLULU. Late that evening the Department's reply was received,
atating in substance that the Stete Department would reply to the
Ambassador's request concerning transportation of American citizens
in naval vessels, and that the landing of materiale from the
HONOLULU wes not authorized. This despateh states that the State
Department informed the Favy Department the Embassy and Consulate
wére provided with gas masks, Actually, the dmbaseador had asked
for 1000 gas maske in addition to those which had already been pro-
vided. ess 1000 gae masks have not yet been raceived.

£l. The State Department's reply toc the Ambassador Ennuarniug
the use of the HONOLULU was received shortly before midnight
26 September, as follows:-

"The Government 1s making & careful survey cf the
poasibilities of returning American cltizens on American
flag passenger vesaels whiech may be avallable or which
may be ordered to such use. Except in presence of the
moet extreme emergenay, the Government is not in favor
of using Navel ships for such purpose, as the guestion
of disoriminaticn arises in connesction with selection
of those who would be taken on Buch naval vessela. With
this and other consideratiorns in mind the Goveroment
after conference between interested Departments praferas
not to consider authorization to wse HONOLULU for this
purpose except as I said before, in the face of an
axtreme emergenoy. For your confidential informaticon we
would prefer to undertake a more comprehensive plan for
the return of American cltizens 1f it becomes necessary.

Repeat to Faris. "
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The above despateh is of value as establishing a policy for future
guldance. It will always be neceamary, however, to be prepared for
the extreme emergency when and if it arises.

it E1LR

22. It ia noted that both the Favy Department's and State
Department's deapatches coneerning the aemergency arrangements for
the HOSOLULU bore & time group about three houra after the anncunce-
ment of the Munich Conference which at least temporarily resolved
the impending erisis. This announcement was made in London about
4.30 p.m. (10.30 &.m. in Washington). Immediately thereafter, anl
before receipt of imstruetions from the Department, the esmergency
arrangementa for the HONCLULU were cancalled.

PERSONNEL

253. The following officers in regular service were ordered to
this office for the period of the erisia:

Captaln George F. Cottle (MC), U.5.F. (on temporary duty
at Royal Haval Hospital, Haslar, Portsmouth)
- 28 September $o0 8 Qectober

Lisutenant C.£. Weakley, U.S.H. (under instruection at
Cambridge Univeraity] - 27 Ceptember to 1 October

Lieutenant (jg) C.T. Abbott (SC), U.S5.N.
= 26 September to 7 Ooctober

The following perscnnel volunteered for duty in the Office of the
Haval Attachk. Ip some cases i1t was stated that they would be
available for part time duty only in case of a war in which the
United States was neutral.

Captain D.C. Hanrahan, U.5.H. (Ret.)
Lisutenant 5.L. Buff, U.S.H. (Ret.)
Lieutenant A.B. Park, U.S.H.R.

Lieutenant M. Mackenzie, I-V(3), U.5.N.RH.
Lieutenant (Jg) T.D. Cuttle (MC), U.5.H.R.
Ensign H.B. Gates, Jr., CEC-V(S5), U.5.N.E.
Ensign D.w.hk. Fleasanton, C=-V(S), U.S.N.K.
Franoie H.G. Whalley, U.S.N.V.ER.

E.H. MoCormiok (ex-Lieut.(Jg), U.S.H.R., who waa
on 8imilar duty in Lopdon in 1918)

C.5. Snodgrass (ex-Lieut., U.5.N.)

E.F. Montgomery (ex-Lieut. (Jjg), U.8.K.)
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Rodman Wenemeker (qualified for Navel iviation Reserve,
but oot yet commisesioned)
W.5. 5imae, Jr.

0f the above officers, only one, Lisutenant il. Magkenzie, I-V(E),
U.5.8.E., is regularly assigned a mobilization station im this
office.

Commander Charlea ¥. Osbormn (CC), U.S.N., should be added to
the above liet. He made the trip from New York to Fortsmouth on
the HONOLULU om ordera to return by merchant transportation. While
in London he offered his servicea. He eventually returned oz the

o : GENERLAL

24. During the period of the emergency it was found desirable
t0 establish a contimuous watoh in the Haval Atteaché's Office until
midnight. Between midnight and 9.00 a.m., an offiocer was available
next deor to the Embassy.

25. The SOMEES arrived Fortsmouth 1 October. The SAVANNAH
arrived off Fortamouth in a gale on 3 Cotober and could not enter
Fortamcuth Harbor until 4 October. As & result of contioued gales
anl some minor repaira to damage donme by a British tug in plaeing
SOMERS alongside of dook in a high wind, SOMERS' departure was
delayed until the morning of 7 October. The SOMERS carried a ship-
ment of gold for New York. The SAVANNAH left Portamouth forenocon
of 10 October. The EAVAFNAE did not carry a shipment of gold.

26. The information received by this office indicates that the
WAREINGTON had salled for Fortamouth but wae subsegquently recalled.
In this connectlion, it was mentioned in English press of 26 Septem-
bgr that the "TEXAS, FHILADELFHIA and SAVANNAH" had sailed ™under
ssaled orders"” and were believed to be on thelr way to Europe.
Under the same date, a Washington despatch stated that "Nawvy Depart-
ment announced today that the light eruiser CINCINNATI, TERENTON and
CONCORD are leaving San Diego for the Atlantie to stand by, ready
to go to Europe to evacuate American nationals if necessary.”

27. Insofar as thie office 18 conecerned, the lessons of the
recent emergency may be summarized as follows:-

(a) Ho matter how complete the air raid precautions,
theres will always be o certain amount of
disorganizaticn at the last mimute to complete
final arrangements.
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(b} The rush of Americans to leave the country, while not
the direct concern of the Nawval Attachs, will
nevertheless tend to considerably increase the
collateral activities of his cffice.

le) The disorganization of internstional exchange amd gold
insurance rates will probably result in & pumber of
U.S. Naval Vessels arriving in England with related
problems such as fuel, gold ehipments, and emergency
arrangements for possible use to evacuate Americens.

(4) There will be a considerable upset in communications
which may well warrant direct radioc communication
from the Embassy to U.S. Naval Ships in English waters.

' (e) The normal code and cipher facilities of the office will
require expansion.

’ (f) There will be immediate need for additiomal officers,
the firat expanseion being in Communiceticns.

(€) There will probably be available sufficient offiger per-
sonnel in active, retired, or reserve status for
émmudinta.ruquiramuntn end until other arrangements can

¢ made.
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In Charge: Commander G.W. Helson (C.C.)
United Statea Navy f

Station: lisssenger Room - Baasment

——————

Rescue and Fire Parties

4 Stratcher Rearers

Mr. Buttarworth )
kr. Converse |
lr, Hamea )]
Yr, . Sarnham )

1 pair in protective clothing

6 fire pilcks, 4 sand buckets, 6 fire extinguishers

lr. F.C. Gowen )

Mr, Jamesa Somervilles )

¥r. Grant Isancs ] .

¥r, P.D. Hunt )} 2 in protective clothing
Mr. G.E. Killer )

Mr, H.W. Palmer )

5 General =

Mr. R.li. Marquis
Mr. H.H., Rowlynas
Mpe., J.Y. Flynn
Lr, C.E. Roach
Lr. G. Baughn

15 Total

Repair Party - Statione2 in bassment of No., 3
Orosvenor Souare, .1,

1 Slectrician {Permenent Lights, powar, ate, )
1 Electrician (Portable Lizhta)
1 Water
1 Bnolineer (Steam Pip=a)
4 Total
Zo Gk Spur MBS
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Bnezgonoy Equipnent Steidon -
[In basement noar main stairezae)
solonel K.E. Lee

Ur Jor S.A. Greenwell
Consul James E. Parks

Bolice Duty

Captain Russell 7illson, U.3.5.,
Colonel R.E. Lee

Colonal Scanlon

Cazveln Studler

Er. H, Keoomer

dr. N. Lancaster

Mr. J.E. Drown

Thoe offiecers of the Scotions menilioned bel ow
will, when an alr reid warning is recoived, be
responsible for tho (J) mus%er of cheir personncl;
and all visitors in tha offices, (2] aee that all
persons a;‘:.. promotly iseued emcryensy ecuisment and
condusid %3 atcilon No. Y - [Alr Jdmid shelter - kitchen

basencat of No. & Grosvonor Scusra):

S3COND PIOOR

wr, Lynn . Leeking
) o

sas o0dEhart

LT

dar.

De. 2.6 Teylor
or
Dr. 2.4 Kinaecan

-

FIRST FL00R

Pt M gy

Ly, David “Mlliacson

lajor Greemrall
or
Castein Studlor

Cerysein Russall "Tilson

Comnandur ‘T.X. Earrill
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GROUND FLOOR

- —

Conaul Goneral Juniina: -~
Porsonnc] of reoms 1, 2, 3, 4, O and 6.

Commerclal Division:

. H.%. Carison
and
Mr. Q.. Trisht

rztinn 1 Divialon:
nd Filds
lr. Mancy

cfficer in charze of socetlon.

Yglical Jeparimens:

Tho Medical O0ffiecr in charzo

Yr. Jamos E. Callehan

Shizping and Accounta Scotions

Ur. Joha J. Coyle

:ossenrers and Clsanei'a:

Zastaff, Lallutt or Steward
SOHTACLS OF SEIT: Uain door - No. ) Grasvenor Scuary -

All osher ouser doovs, ineluding entrancs <0
¥o. 3 T2 =T CLOBSZD ahD 202
L. ek -:ﬂ..'lpbéllp Jal's;, UeS:ls = In oherge
Asgsiscanis: J.F. Zamtaefi
williaz Fuoverd
fobert 5. lellett

CONIROL OFFIST Basomonts - Mo. 3 Grosvomer Souire,
Gragvenor 3treet aide

suhalde tuloshone linc



i

1 Communication Pariy - lr. Heal D. Jorum in charga

2 Telephonc Oporators (In room 133 or bascrmnt]

£ ghauffours - Uesars. Cochran and 'lecds

6 messenzors - lessrs. Daker, Darry, Butler,
Russell, Couzcns, Fachors.

A bettery radio reoelving set hes boun purchased ,
There arc two outside telcphone lincs in She basemont -
ono of hose in the mail room and Sho othsr in the firas
room on :he rizht of vasezen:t of No. 3 Srosvepor 3quare
(Grosvonor Stroo: sidc ncer mail room).

FLas7 ALD STAFE.
Chief: Captain g.F. Cottle, U.5. Havy
Anaisianf Chiot: Br. 3.7. Zennody.
isslsient: or., I.P. "Thito

Purgsonnel: Lan =

Hussre. Minnesmen, Asrieul Surs, moom 204

Ccarlaon, Consul.

Cslobrook, Consul.

Hun., Z0ma0roo.

Roach, Triasury.

Flynn, TJriesury.

Thize, Aocm 209

Cheetham, Clerk, Invoiee Secilon.

Personncl : Tomén -

ilazes: Thompson, Consalats Gum ral
Tolds, ] "
“Trighs, Commence Dedt.
Henis, Arzrieul turc,
cremford, fflitary Jttecho's Odfico
Harmen, Sioanagrasher o Consal Sonral.
Sinnze, Aeoriecan passpor: scedion.
Jelluder, Imaizroiion wootion.

Firas a4 siesiosns £3¢ men sod womon have beon
dusignnicd Lo an gk sround floor gnd in Sh basamins,
wengsney aolieal lis are toing nodd in Ghe lsdienl
Dir.ot.r's roos on Goound Floow, Mo, o4, logburs of
e #{ogc pid guclf shocld loarn $he loeecion of
aictions and Uecon. Tasiliiar wich flest cid sasisicnod

ca outlingd In She W Candbook Ho. &

Pi.age atudy plop of Lpecicns on well in room
Tio. &, ground Ilool.

flate: Tirat aid gupsli.e aru in Szodgeney Scalpsent
2. 1 Bopa in bdosowont.

London, Sazuimler 28, 1936,
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From; ¥awval Attache, London, :
o, Direstor of Nawal Intelligence. s I‘f 0
£ I
SUBJECT: NAYAL ATTACHE'S OFFICE, LONDON - n o ;
EXPANSION OF DURINC EMERGENCY. AV ance [k

Enolosure:(A] Plan of Emergenocy Expansion. j@?ﬁ -*/EE:I”" i )

1. The periocd of erisis or smergency preceding a pnnihllr
Baropsan War will regquirs an expansion of setivities of the Office
of the Naval Attache, London., Suoch & erisis may oome suddenly and
befors additional peracnnel would be awailable from Ameriea. In
order that this office may fulfill the funotions regquired of 1%,
it is proposed to reeall to metlive duty certain officers of the
Faval Eeserve living in or pear Loodon and to enroll in the Reserve
and sall to motive duty ex-Nawal and ex-Naval Easerve officers
as additional officer personnel becomes necessary. Clerioal help
will be required and ocan be cbtained by employing qualified Amer
ioan oitizens now in England until yeomsn or eivil servics par-
sonnsl are made available.

E, In order to put this proposed plan in foroe, muthority
of the Navy Department will be Deceasary: -

. (n) to resall to active duty the Eemerve officers
required and available in Englandy

(b) to snroll in the Eeserve and call to sotive duty
such ex-Naval and sx-Naval Essarve cffisers
a8 are avallable and necessaryj

(a) te empley mdditdonal elerical assistance am will
be required:

(4] to rent sueh mdditional offioe space as i neces-
Bary = sither in London or in the country, as
siroumstancen diotate.

S+ Additional funds will be required to pay the rent of
additiopal offiee apace, the wages of olerieal employess, main-
tenanows allowancs of muoch offiocer personnsl as the Department
deaigomtes am lssistant Nawval Attaches, and pay enlarged routine
and neceasary expanditures.
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. 95-2.
To: Direetor of Naval Intelligenoce El Ang. 1939,

4. A sudden emergency will involve a large inorsass in
ooded dispatches. In order to provide peraconnal to expeditiocusly
bandle this traffie, suthority is now requested to @ rait the
following Reserve officers, prior to their reeall to aotive
ssrvioe, to beocome familiar with the use of and use without
suparvision the oiphers now assigned this office.

(1) Lt.Comdr. Hichard W. Cotton I—T’S} TUSHR
8

[2 Lt. Maloolm MaoKensie I-YV TUSNE
3) Lt.(Jg) Ealph 0. Phillips USNE
(4) Ensign G.C. Bradley D-¥(G) USHER

Dispateh approval of this paragraph, as separate from Enclosurs(d),
is requested.

J

5. Heaserve and ex-Nawval officers now in London ars gratui-
tously assisting in the preliminary ewacuation and expansion plans
and gathering informationm to further suech plana. In the ecase of &
orisis these officers will be familiar with the situation apd able
to render immediate and nscessary assistance. Individual reports
of their present effiolent ccoperation will be made at the appro-
priate time.

6. Enclosure (A) 18 a proposed expansion program intended
to progressively enlarge the facilities of thim offiee as the
imasdiate situation warrants. If and when an emergency arises, the
Naval Attache will request the approval of Enelosure "Affirm<,
Upon reseipt of the Department's approval the Nawal Attashs will
recall te aotive duty or enroll in the Reserve such of fiocers as tim
immsdiate circumatances require. Clerieal help will be employed as
required. The funis requssted to be made available will be used
in aooordance with the regulations now governing such sxpenditures.

T+ The Naval Attashe intends requesting anthority from the
Nary Department by dispatoh to plase in effect the provieions of
Enologure (A) when he coneiders the situation warrants.

ORIGINAL FORWARDED VIA FAN AMERICAN ATEWAYS
TRANSATLANTIC CLIFFER.
COFY FORWARDED VIA POUCHE (8.8. "NOEMANIDIE", 25 AUG. 1939).




ENCLOSUEE "A" 21 pugust, 1939,

o PLAN FOR EXPANSION OF NAVAL ATTACHE'S OFFICE -
\\lI EUROPEAN CRISIS OR WAR EMERGENCY

i Recall to motive duty the following Reserve

\ -
Offioers as their individual services are required and, in
gensral, for the duties indicated;:-
1, DRAVO, Hudson D, - Lt.Comdr, I-V(5) USHER
Iand Transportaticen = EBusiness Lidlson,

2, PHILLIPS, £.0. = Lt{Jg) USNR = Communieationa,
5, MoEKENZIE, Malcolm - Lieut,I=V(S) USNR-Communications.

4. BROWN, David IaT, - Iieut,I-V(S) USKR -
Publicity - Press Lialson,

6, BRADLEY, G.C. = Ensign D=-T(G) USNR-Communications,
6. COTTON, R.W. - LtComdr.E-V(S5S) USNRE-Communications,
7. HOPMAN, Erio - Lieut.A-V(S) Asst.Aviation(Pilot),

8. SCHNEIRSON, S.S5tanley - Lieut(jg) MC=-V USNR-Medical.

E, Enroll in the Reserve and recall to activa
duty the following ex-Naval and sx-Naeval Resarve (fficers as
their ind ividual services are required and, in general, for the
duties indicated:-

1 5Hg£§§:g§: 355;;;:1155 - Ex-Lt(JG) USN - to be

Fuel Availability - arrangements,

2, WoCORMICK, Edward H, - Ex-Lt(Jjg] USNR (Serwed
in Communiocation pffice at U.S.Faval Hiqtrs,
London,Bngland, during 1917-=1919),

Communioations.

3. Employ additional clerical help as 18 pnecessary.
Amearican oltiszens will be employed if available,

L '™ Rent additional office apace, either inm London
near the present Embasmy or im the eountry, &s oircumstences
require,

5. Additional funds should be immediately made
avalilable as follows;

QENERAL EXPENSES

70101 1700302,001(5) Miso. Expenses,
Wavy, LlO80.csscsssnsnsnnee --p.....“ﬂlﬂm.m
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ENCLOSURE "A* - CONTINUED 21 august, 1939,

COMMUNICATIONS

70101 1700302.007 Miee. Expenses,
n‘r. 1“‘&".""0!-I-.l'll't-'l'll'

. NAVISTEL({CONFIDENTIAL)

ncglleation & Classification of
InfOrmAti0N.essssssssasssnnssss $10,000.00

$2,000.00

STORES

TI750 17=-0806 maval Supply Account
M, {l] Stﬂr'l...----------- 'EG.DUU-UU

TEAVEL - NAVAL OFFICERS, INCIODING ALL

%0703 1700802 Pay, Subsistence &
Transportation, Favy, 1940..s.. 45,000.00

AVIATION
70851 1T01502.001(3) Aviation, Navy,
19"0-.-l......'-'li.--llil-l-l!-'iill'l $3'mn'nu
6. Authority to take up immediately pay accounts

of officera of the U.5. Waval Reserve on date recalled to active

duty by Naval Attache and prier to iseus of individual orders

by the Navy Department,
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- AMERICAN EMBASSY
OFFIOR OF THE NAVAL Aﬂ‘.cll*
LONTMSN P-5
- e BT STRT p T ol=2-(0)
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23 August 1939,
Dear Admiral:

o f - F

e f Sty (P

oo Friday lest (Aug. 18) the Job of forsulating the

plan for evacuation of American nationals from the United
Eingdom was given to me. I have been pretty busy om 1t
sinee. The Ambassador got back last night and approvel the
plan (which had slresady been sent out), and we are making
& wider distribution of 1t today. Copies will reach you
sventually. Thers are about 7,000 people to be evacuated
a8 wa Bea 1t now.

The politlieal situation is occnsidered very bad. By the
time thie reaches you war may be in progress - perhaps noct,
but it looks rather grim Just now.

We had been working on cur War Flan pretty actively,
apd the official letter asking for certein authority and
monay wes the result of that.

Tt im possible that the Embassy will move ocut of London,
or at least & large part of it. Neleon im still in Seotland
and T will leave him there & little longer, ms well &s Fischerj
tut if the situation gets muoh woree will resall them both.

Ships to trapsport American nationals from the United
Eingdom will be the rub. In this cconectilap, the Admiralty
has stated that they will not provide any marine soresn
for euch ships. T hope all Bhips coming cver sarry large
pupplies of big Ameriocan flags.

I am very rushed, but we are all atending the strain
wall.

Sipoerely yours,

Bear Admiral W.S5. Anderson, U,.3.0., /
Dirsotor of Naval Intelligence,
Wavy Department, 2
Washington, D. C. = ﬁ



AMERICAN EMBASNAY

OFFICE OF THE NAVAL ATTACHE ol=g=(0
LONDON j‘)é [3
24 sugust, 1949, :NCE
. 2 HL Y
Nt ‘ut
From: Waval Attache, London,
To The Direotor of Waval Intellirenoce,
Subjeat: Revised List of Approved Ports ﬁr the EZvecuation
of Aliens,
1. This office has been informed by the Asdmiralty

Member of the Government Committees for the Tvacustion of Aliens
that the list of Approved Ports for the use of Aliens as contained
in the Second Soheduls of the Allens Qrder, 1920, will, in the
event of wir, be somewhat modified,

2, The Revised Ilst, &s furnished in ocnfidence, will
ba as follows;

SHIPS AIR STATIONS
London; Belfast|Harbour)
Tilbury and "eat Street Pler,Cravesend, Bristol( vhitehurah)
Polkeatone Livarpool(Spoks)
Fewhaven Paumbroke Dook
Southampton Parth
" lmouth Poole Harbour
Briatol Shoreham
Cardirs
Fi
Holyhsad
Liverpool
Heysham
Belfaat
Iarna
Stranasr
Glasgow

Tyne Ports
il

3. This information has been furnished the Embasay
and Consul General, London,
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“ICI OF THE NAVAL ATTACHE

HM!'I LONIMON
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From: Hawval Attache. ; o
o The Director of Naval Intelligence. NAWAL -
Subject:  Evacuation, United Kingdom. ealeg R

Eeferencan: {(l'l ¥.i. Ioplon Co

gf. let. Serisl No. 771 of Z1 Ang. ,1939.
b) COpnavw despatoh ({Weatern Tnicn Cable) of 26 Aug. ,193%9.

1. The following steps have bean taksn in econnsction with

the svacuation of Amsrican Natiopals from the United Eingdon;-

(&) On Friday, 18 August, the HNavel Attachs was glven the
task of preparing the Basiec Evacuaticn Flan.

(] The first draft of this Flan was issusd to ths Eespon-
gible Off loers on Tussday, the gspd, The Ambassador Te
at 1900 that date and approved the Plan.
Flan ware sent

IUL On 24 August mimeographsd coples of the
to all Copsular 0ffigers in the United Finglon, ineluding Annex

=¥,

{4) On 24 August Commandsr Vanghn Ballay, U.S5.N., Ret.,
offared his services at his own azpenss and roluntesred as
Embarkation Officer at Weaston-s sr-Mare. Ths naxt day he
departed, reporting en route to Consul Eaker in Eristel.

(a) On 24 August First Listenant John V.V. Yeslar, Marine
Corps Heserve, pffersd his services for three days apl was sent
on & voluntary basim to Liverpocl to bs Enbarkation 0fficer et
Holyhead, reporting to Consul-General Holland sn route.

(£} oo 25 August Captain David C. Hanrahan, U.5.H., Bet.,
offarsd his services yoluntarily and as he was to be ip Sootlamd,
voluntsarsd to met as Embarkation 0fficer, Glasgow, in the event
of war or svacuation. The consul=Gensral at Glasgow has been =0
informsd. The genaral soope of tha duties of the EmbaFkation
Offioers im covarsd in Anpex .

2. (a) In oennsotion with the Basie Evacuation Flan,

through appropriats agenolea of
msnts have besn mads to msoure locally at Weston-supar-Mare the

garvices of oos of the P. & 4. Campbell side-wheel atsamera for
transfar of passengars from the doak to the steamar.

I :I : _.) .:f 4".-1-
e
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Bub jeot: Evacuation, United Kinglem.
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(b) Similarly for Helyhead, arrangements have been
completed for the use of one of the London-Midland-Seottish

Eailway atemmsrs on the Belfast-Holyhsad run.

(e} o finaneial obligation concerning the Navy
Department has besen or will be entered inte in this conneotion.

(4) Arrangements have been made with the Admirelty
to communieate direstly with Ameriean marchant ships bound for
England in osge of necensity.

3. The Faval Attache's letter, refarence (¥), covering the
sxpansion preposed in the svent of war, was forwarded by air mail
on BN August. It repressnts the best sstimate of the requiremsnts
of the situation that ocan be foressen at the present time.

ds Reference (b) whisch states no funds ars mow availabla,
has besn received. N¥o commitments whatscever involving tha
Government have besn made.

5. For the infomation of the Department there are about
4,500 permanert registersd Ameriocans to be evacuated. The figure
of about 4,500 tourista to be evacusted as of 24 fugust has probably
Binre been awelled appreeiably by the cancellation of linars, the
recall of liners, anl soms influx of Americans from European ports,

1% For the information of the Dapartment concerning the
distribution of the Basis Plan, distribution was not madse te the
Forelgn 0ffice, Home Office or G.F.0,
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From: Waval Attache. o E;LJEE%

To i The Direotor of Naval Intelligence. \\

Sub jsat: International Situation, - Recent informaticn. ‘}1
1. The information recently obtalned is furnished Q

balow:=

M'mm = P AN

= OF THE NAVAL ATTACHE

B, {a) On 25 August the Direotor of Eaval Inteliigence,
Admiralty, informed the Haval Attaohe =

{1) British Navy on full war-footing, and ready;
(2) He 41d not think thers wara any Serman Sutmarines

in the Western atlantio.
{3) The Homs Fleet is at Soapa Flow,

{b) & dimoussion of an "information” diaspatoh
with & sabordinate osourred, mnd it was ap arsnt that as of
1600 that date the admiralty believed the rman Naval foroes
%o be conosntrated; the place was not pantioned inm thie
sonversation; the radio of the SCHARNHORST and GNEISENAU
nad been heard for two days, but 1%t was gpeoified this did
not neosmsarily mean these two ships were no longer with
the others.

3. {a) 4ll naval ports and harbors in United Eingdom
ars protected by either all or soome gombination of inti-Torpedo,
Anti-M.T.B., or Anti-Submarine Boom Defense.

(b) Boom Defensmes for aden laft Rosyth last week.
(o) H.M.5. RODNEY is 1n Hosyth for dooking.

(4) "¢™ Class orulsers, manpad by Hesarvists,
wers holding target practioces in Firth of Forth last wesk -
they were just recommis=ioned prior to 9 august.

(e) The Boom Depot at Homyth is manned by recently

retired officers, with aoting rank nigher thano previousaly

held.

(f) Boom Depot personnel {other than officer) ard
on vespsls working om thie project, are olviliap smployees -
all ocome into regular services on putbreak of war.

Shiiam . "‘ d"u&ﬂ} =1l= . (’Jdl?
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Sub jeot: Internatli onal Situation, - Hecent informatica.
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4. An informal inquiry as to the soope of the
resently anncunoed eontrol of the merchant ships brought the
responses that certain merohantmen had initial war tasks to per-
form, following whioch Trans-iAtlantioc passenger gervioe would be
returned - not neocessarily to the normal extent.

5., Considerable conocern has been evidenoed in Haval
girsles over the problem of cbtaining supplies from the United
States owing %o the terms of the Neutrallity Aot am generally under-
stood., The statement has been made that after two weaks the heavy
songestion on the Eastern seaboard would over-tax the oarrylnog
sapacity of British merohantmen service .

Ba Certaln interesting information onm the employment
of the Royal Air Foros hams been forwarded by dlepatoh from the
Military Attache's Offioce.

e

- ol WD o (N
tetuer, Rloy, 4 1073

et [HEX 21 873
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Al6-3/War Op (Serial No. 799) LoNBON A R
30 August, 193¢, ) Q

o X

From: Faval Attache. "

To The Direotor of Haval Intelligenos. N0k

Subjleot: International Situatlon - Heocent Informtion.

1. In oonversation with the Dutoh Naval Attache to-day
the following polnts of interest were mentioned by him:-

(a) Neutrality. The Dutoh will be neutral and will
defend Thelr neutrality. Iney are prepared to flood
eartaln seotions if threatened; they intend to flre upon
hostile planes oroseing their territory; they expeot a
vory drastie blookade; they expesot to be ratloped in
fusl oil and say that they will only be ready to sell
petroleum or ite produocts after their own needs have baen
satisfied.

(b) Motor Torpedo-Boats. Ihe Dutoh recently bought mBeme
from Seott- ne and got vhelr last“oms ocut just before the
British forbid all sxports. They ran it aorcss under its
own powsr, The present Naval®expeots, condltlons warranting ,
to be placed ip command of & small flotilla of these boats
and to sail with them from Holland to the Dutoh Emst Indies
soma time this winter. He oconsiders them very useful as
they will be practioally immune from mipss and torpedoes.

He thinke a seotion of three boats firing a salvo of four
torpedoes each oan make & very respectful spread. He does
not know how live torpedoes will sotually run from these
boates as they have not yet been tested. He oconsiders an
anti-airoraft battery (machine zune) most essential for toelr
preservatlon aguinet alr attack.

{e) He thinks the Germans will not mins the Little Halt
or Skagerrack. OCerman offleers have told him dolng so in
the laet war wae a mistake.

(d) German Internal Conditlions. He stated, through their
oivilian aontacte In Ho ' t they oconsidered the in-
ternal oonditions ip Germany most unstable with the stress
iporeasing daily. He stated there was much ressntment at
oalling up for mervices thome over forty years of age chisfly
owing to the partiality showed Nazl followers ln veing
axampted,
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Al16-3/War Op (Serial No. 799) 30 August, 1939.
Subjeat: Internatioml Situation - Recent Information.
2 The subjeot of orulser warfare has been given most

aarluﬁa gonsideration by the British Admiralty who have three
entire Divisions of the admiralty assigned this problem, It bas
besn stated a great deal of money has been spent in this conneotion.

3. The aotion taken in delaying the BREMEN at Hew York
yeeterday was oonsidered most interesting by various admiralty
offioers. The Dutoh Naval attuche expressed greut intersst in thie
motion almp., 4 Tumor that & Sritlieh oruiser with H=inoh guns was
walting for the BREMEN off New York was dsolared to be untrue by
one British Officer im the admiralty.

4. Thers i8 no mistaking the determipation of the
neneral Publis im Great Britaln not tc yield again to Germany.
Tra Armed Services are fully ready to go to war at & moments
notioe. While admitting the sericusness of thelr tasks, they
all say it is bet:er to have it settled now.

b A0S Dte__ . “uﬂ"' 21 1977
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