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FPA CR = Fesling of uarest,

In sonversation with the imbaczsador, the Heval

tiachd was informed that several high-ranking T -eneh Amey offissrs
ned recently mentlomsd that Dermary wag busy scastrusiing a lise of
dsfenses from the Bo-fh Sea 4o the Owiss border. This lime, whils

aot somparmbls in strength %o the Maginot Lime in Frames, is of
guffiglent strengih thak, s the Ghief of the F-eseh Amgy Oeserel Staff
axpressed it, "ome-third of the Jerman arey would , batind thad lime,
prevent ths whols Frensh Arey from lnveding Onrmany "

Paaidas ths abovs thare a-s mmarous runcTe Yhal & mew
German ooup Ls T be srpedtsd Batwesn the 13%h and 304k of huguey. Jued
w-wre the S.Tpriss scup Lls %9 0nme, DO ONG SeecE BITR: 1% oay possibly
be Lhaskoslovakias, w.ieh sesms ~ost likaly, possibly anslg, or more
remotely Hungary w'ers the Uazl movement 18 prwing daily by leaps and
bounds.

4b =wver apd whatever, if anylbing, ma; ecoma %o pass during
the lust tuo weeks of Augisd, thars ls no iuestion tut what Fressh
of“iciuls are dlstirbed, This feeling insludes sush politiolans as
Naladisr, the ;ri=s Yinlster and Chautesps, tha Apet.Prime Ninisteyv, as

wall as military officiniss lo discussing with the Thief of the leuxlsme

Bureau (Director of Intellicence) of the ilr irey, a recent drip he had

mads to Seriinm, that of flosr Tepeated sevaral times t0 Whe Raval Attsshd,

*Frankly, = are worried.”
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The following sxtracts, from a report submitted by the Americen
Hehassy, Faris, are trenmmitted as of interest!

» Mr.Knickerbocker, Hsarst papers oorrsspondsnot,
from Ozschoslovakia, whers he has besn since pr
He travelled axtensively, part of the time in ¢

has just returned
lor to May Elst.
ampany with his old

friend, Jan Mesaryk, wes
with Henslin party lsadews,

shown over the Skods works,

bhed interviews

with high ammy officers, with Hodza, and

selacted the following as of interest.

® From his impressicns I have
you will knmow what reservations to make.

Enowing Enickerbocker well,

President Benss, whom he says he hos ¥novm for 8ir years, told him

in confidence that Czachoslovakis would fight against O erman smployment
of foroe, whather o8 Or t B but he wished
Enickerboc p him inculea among the French and
British that if they iid not coma to his gountry's asalstance he would
maks tormms with Germany whatsvar her terms might bes

¥niokerboocker has not the glightest doubt that the Czechs will fight.
They realize that they would suffer the fate of Serbla in 1914-1915,
tut they belleve that, as with Serbla, out of the ashes of a general
war will rise & greater Czachoslovekia.

The Czechs have great confidspce in the powsr of resistance of thelr
army. The standing army is belng maintained at 300,000 man. The entire
army is being kept on the alart ready to move into battls positlons

oloss to the frootisr. Enlekerbocker shares the general impression of

the sxoellence of the Army's equipment. He sald that its machanization
was more sdvanced thao any army in Burope, and that the allotment of
autcmatic rifles to infantry units is larger than in the German Army.

He was told by competent suthorities that it could bold out alone against
the German Army for two months.

shat -oth the Sufeten and Czschs accept war es

1ittle of the nature of the Hanlein demands,
or of the Government's offersd soncessions, taking 1little interest in them,
becauss he considers the current mgotiations as "gyswash®, and of oo
Ascigive bearing on the situstion., The really important point iz whather
Hitler decidcs to go to war or not. ' o

Enickerbocker says
ultimately inevitable. He kmew

o
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¥hile the recent counter-attack on the part of the
Republicans may be ocnsidered of major importamse, the French press
remains o the opinion that vistory will eventually coms to General
Franco.

In view of the delay of the Burgos gowernment in
replying to the London note on the withdrawal of foreign troops,
the French Sceiaslist party is bringing pressure on the Erench
Government to open the Spanish frontier to shipments of mterials
to Republican Spain. The Scclislists claim that Franco bas all the
benefits of s blocked frontier on the Rspublican side, while he
also snjoys free passage between Spain and the Balearics under
Italian contral.

It i8 the poliey of Fremier Daladier's Government to
follow the lead of England :{kunplu.g out of Spanish trouble) in her
sndeavor to leave the Spanish trouble to the Spaniards. However,
the political life of the Daladier Government would be seriously
threatensd if the French becane sonvinced that a closed frontier
gave General Franco all the benefits in the war, while he was not
willing to cooperate with the British plan of withdrawal of volum=
teers. This is what is taking pleese at the present time; hence,
the pressure from the Left %o open the frontier,

GERMAN-CZECH-FRANCO RELATIONS:

The coming large scale German maneuvers, causing much
somment in all Buropean papers, are not taken too seriously by the
French press, 1t is stated that the results of the Runcimen visit
mist be awalted rrior to Hitler taking a definite stand on the

f gzecho-Blovakia question. The Frenech doubt if Hitler will risk a
) ’Hsumpun war, with its doubtful results, over a few million Czéch-
s Germans the majority of whom care little about becoming tof 2

. ggaatur Germany. The French Govermnzent is advising the Czech
! z.{ Government %o gade everything poasible and make every effart towards
D e peaceful solution of the problem.
o

FRENCH-ENGLISH-TTAL HELATIONS:

The recent friendship between Epgland and Itd y, and
Frenoh hopes of an Italian accerd, have not given the results
hoped for. The British pressure on General Franco for & reply to
the note on withdrawal of volunteers, and the apparent lukewarzmmess
of the English for the Italien aceord, is again causing the Italian
press to open & campaign against the London-Paris axis.

Vigas for Italiasns visiting France have bean ocur-
tailed (mupposedly for economic reasons), and the Freneh have
retaliated by putting restrictions on viasitors to-Italy. Items in
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in the Freoech press indicate that the Italians are opaning
their campaign against the British on the ground that England
is the protsctor of the “"Jewish® race, and that "Anglo-Fremh
Jewry" (controlling the entire world) cannot have anything im
common with Fasoism,
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FRUIGE - POLITICAL SITUATIGH.

This week,K beginning on Aurust 29th,, has provided the
greatest teasion in Jurops since the week-end of 21 Lay .
Wiile no ons sould or would, say defiiitely what was izmanding,
therc was no doubt of the considerable unquiet and disturbed
fealinz of the French, both in official eircles and in the
minds of tie average nan in the atrest,

. The fesling that war was i.minant was 80 general that

the widow of a former Aneriecan Aubessador to Frauoce who had
steaner rosarvations for both the 7th. and the 27th. of Septem—
ber wes advissd to leave on the 7th., and other foreign officials
had cade rlans to get their fazilies out of Frunce, in case
war actually did oecur .

At the time of writing this, (September 2nd) the tensica
has greatly lessensd, prizeipally as a result of the British
plen of dividing Cheokoslovakia up into almoat autonomous
gantons after the .awner of the Swisms Federstion. It is felt
that this plan o a rodification of 1%, has an axcallant ¢ hanoe
of beinz acce; ted by both the Sudetens ond the Chack Governueot.
Even if not mccepted, the rlam, at least, will allow discussions
and will postpone the fateful hour, Any time gained is helpful
to avert A war. The Cencral Staffs of the Army, Navy, and Alr
all are sgread that if peace can be melntal ned until 1 Octobor,
then the dsmger of an outbraak of war 1is avarted for some months.

Diring this period the Haval Attaché and the Assiatant
Haval Attechd, by reason of prior angagesonts, werse fortunate in
being able to have long inforual gonvorsations with officers
of tha Intellicence Sectiona of the Alr Aruy, n.d the Havy,
in spite of the fact that thoss officera werd working overtioe
gontinually. The Frineh Chiaf of Staff of Defense, Gencral
Ganelin, had inforoed the Acerican ismbassador, and thia inform-
ation was cofirmed by the kiinistries of Air and the Navy ,
that if war occurred, the immediate Fraoch plan is to send a
govering foree to the border, in afriea, of Tualsia and Libya
to orevent the two Italimn Corps in Libya from botharing French
Vorth African possessions. With the rewa inder of the French
troops in .orth Afriea, a drive tarough Spaniash idoroceo (already
alnost denuded of wem-powsr by Franco) and thenoe across the
Straits of Gibraltar into Spain to cateh Franao in the rear.

As one Frooch Intellicence officer phrased 1%, "The
Spanish guestion will be sattlad in two weeks. In ocase of war,
we could never anllow the German and Italian alliea of Franco
to have any bases or troom in Spain at our baoks.® The
situation in Spain at present 1s so dalicately balanced that
the Pranch say the intervention of only two divisions in the
raar of Franco would i an the immediate collapss of the whole

Hationalist sids »
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The Hungerian Chargé 4'Affaires inforued the Naval
Attachd concerning Admiral Horthy's visit to Germany. Although
admi tting that Hungary was rro-Ueruan, he kept iusisting that
it was not yet pro-Nazi. Hungary was robbed of sc wuch territory
after the World War, that ouly by a close union with Gerumany
eould she aver regain any of the lost territory, But he repamted
very indignantly that stories had been ciroulated in Germany
that Aduiral Horthy's wife was a Jeweass, which was false , He
also sald that the chiaf of the Nagl party in Hungary had been
jailed, and that Horthy's wisit to Cermany was nade ondy on
oondition that Hitler did not retum the visit .

The French Haval Intelligzence officer said that
the worale in Governwent Spain was very high, which corroborated
the Naval Attaché's opinion as exrpressed in Report Y-104, Serial
K* 103, of 22 August . He also sald that a note in reply to
the Eritish plan for withdrawal of volunteers in Spain had besn
preparad by Franco and his Spanish adviscrs which was most
eonciliatory, and (ight have paved the way for an armistice ,
However, when the German and Italian sdvisers of Franco saw
the note, they nmade him withdraw it under threat of lmzmdiate
cessation of Italian and German assistance, and then composed
the note that was actually sent to the British Governuent - a
distinetly unmocomodating reply.

The French officer also said that the French would
ghow the Japanese Javal Attaché nothing, no factories, ships
or yards; that the Italian was shown things on & strictly
exchange basls, even comma for comma, but that thay would
have no hesitation in showing us all we wanted to sea, And
a8 for the Eritish lievel Attaché, relations were now so good
with England, that he, the British Attachd was looked oo not
a3 an Attaché but as an adviser . .

It was also reported that the French made a poliey
of sallinz ertillery and automatic weapons to the suall nations
surrounding Germany (Poland, Yugoslavia, Roumania, eto.) but
along with the guns, only a very small number of shallas, Then,
if suoh countries went against Franee, by elosing the supply
of shalls, it would take considerable time before those countries
would make or obsailn shells to use against the French. That
was rueh bettar than if those countries bought German guns
and Jerman shells,

The Naval Attaché had a priwate 'aunvaru'l:ion with
the head of the Deuxidme Bursau of the Adir Army, and had an
interesting disoussion of wvarious things,

Jmong other stateusnts 1t was reported that the
British now ware uuoch nore narvous and disturbed about con-
ditions than the French. When the rresent British Alr Attaché
arrived in Paris socewhat over a year ago he was indifferent
and sven contemptuous of any developuents that mwight lsad to
war, and would not cooperate with the Frenoh Air Army at all.
About January 1838, this state had chanzed and the 3ritish .
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dritish Attaché bagan to be a littls worried and aftar

the sustrian Aasschluas, he becams frankly alaermed and
since then has worked ejergetically in getting ecoperation
between the French and British Air Services,

Tre Italian Alr Attaché, Ercole, who was brought
up in Zosland, is distinetly pessicistie. He sald that
Italy oould go wlonz all righ® uatil finally Sngland would
get thorous ly angry, and then that would be the end of Itely.

Margottini, the Italian liaval ittachd, has an
inferiority complex, and is wost exeitable, and locks for
trouble. Le has a bad reputation with the French.

Von der ilarsitz, the Cer an liaval attachd, 1s
resracted sinceraly by the Freneh, and they regard him as
the opposite of the Italiaen attaché, in belag very calm and
radiating an idea of asaurance .

Zagland i= 3att'1ntz; stronger and stronger, and by
early 1940 will be es.pletely reerced, Every wonth that
passes weakens Itely azainst Zngland .

This Frenel officcr said that the French were dis-
turved and inguliet, but are net 8¢ frightened or worried as
they were at the tina of the Angchluas .
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GERVAN AEAS8ADCR'S (PARIS| VIEW OF CZECH STTUATION
AND ANTI-MAZIS FEELING IN MVITED STUTES

Tue following extract, *aken fr-m an Exhassy Despatcoh, is
trereitted as of intearest!

Jercan Ambeoraador's Views: Ir an interview, wit: the
Hun-ariar Charge d!Eur". the Terrap scbessador in Purls
gteted that he was creatly concerned over ‘he Czech situation;
that he was convinced that if troubls broke out there and
Gerran troops crossed the Czech frontier, Frence would at once
pmreh to the aid of the Czechs, end that he had reportad
frequsntly of late to his government, end weg continuing to
report to it in thic sense. What edded to the Ambassador's
cencern, @0 he caid, was the fauct that in Cermeny therw ere
people of influence who 4o not belisve that Frunce would march
urd believe that France ani Englund are, in lnst analyais
bluffing.

Count von welezeck [Jerman schbasesdor) went or to sey that

his government was greatly worrisd over the axtent of anti-
nozis sentiment in the United Stetes. If the extent and depth
of anti-pezie feeling in foreirn countries could be ropressnted
by figures, said the Ambsssadcr, &nd the flgure 1 were taken for
France, in Great Britain the figure would be 2, and in the
Urnited States 4. "
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FRANCE - POLITICAL CODITIMNS IN

After the Hitler spesch of last night, the gene
feeling in France is one of relisf, not so mlndﬁ fm what :} said,
es for so much that was lsft unsaid, Oo the morning before the speech
;;ﬁ:u??:t' ::ﬂ -:i mAny r:n:l-‘n who were dspressed and

oa worat was just chout u them, The ] mMADS g I
of tha Matford Company | Ford Co.) fﬁ"u the H.A. tﬁt he :nh‘mt eneral
mobilization would be ordsred in the svening, The former French cammnder
of the Iafayette Escadrille said that he was mbout o cable his American
wife to remin in the Btates.

Today, Tussday, the fealing has changed, Although it is
realized the guesticon has not been settled, at least it has been postponed
apd Hitler 4414 not shbut the door to continuing negotiations.

Frenah officers of the Deuxieme Bureau of the Havy, tha impressicm exists
that this is ome mors exmmpls of the intelligence of Eitler. Es hes
given the part of the pecple who say “why should we fight for Che okoslovaikin?™
undoubted strength; he can say once more that Osrmany wants peace, and
hes increased his prestige vis & vis the peoifists in both England and
Franoce, JMmong military eiroles the opiniom still remains , however, that
thess are but pauscs in the situatiom of the problsm. They feal that
Hitlsr's nert move will ocome when, psrbaps Fradcs and Engleand have

drifted a bit apart, or there is a change of govermment in either England
or Frence, or on Any cne of & dozen similar orises. They feal that

the neoxt move, DA in o wealk, maybe in a year, will te 2 sudden

(24 hours or lsss) ultimatus (when the French or the British or both

are smbarrasssd] to Checkoslovakis regarding the Dudetens, The Frenoh
Havy, although reluctantly, admits Hitler's ssartness and sense of timing.

Yeatarday, there was exoesptional sxcltement, Ths Europsan
mensger of the United States Linos asied the N.A., what would be the most
logical thing to do with the U,3, Lines stesmers, whather they eould
got into Bordeauxr, or whether they would have to be sent to England end
not oall om Frensh ports. Today, things have oalmed down excesdingly.
The feeling now is that the danger has been averted for the E"“'
although no one will or can sey for how long. But ths fact t no
pention was made by Hitler of & plabisoite or the use of foros, and fact
that the danger of war has been avcided for the momwent is of great
importance.

tha door is etill left open to negotiation, it is more
the leas upﬁi%: the use of force, 8 11'1’.-‘#:1“?:“ fail, the employment
of force may be dssided upon at any favorable mament.
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FRANCE - ARMY - Prepamtion.

At ap Attachd dimner on the evening of the ¥th of Sept.,
the Italisn savel attachd had oalmed down and apologised for his exoitemsny
of a few days ago, in stating t'mt be considered war very possible.

The Oerméns were very anncyed at the attitude of the U.38.
in sympathizing with E gland and France, but made the statement that thare
pould never be ancther war between Cemmany end the U.5., as the oaly
way it oould ooour was by the U.5, sending an ammy to Europe, and they
wers murs we would pewver do that agsin, implying that they ocould mot as
they wighed in Burops regardlsss of the opinion of the U.8,

Captain Harris, U.8.(,0,, & student officer, bas just returmed
from a ourtailed "stage” of imstruction in artillery in Clermont-Ferrand,
All of the Trench students, ressrves snd agtives, wers sent bask to
thair regimente apd the foreign officers were told to go back to Faris
as there would be no more schools, The Frenck offic-rs wers very pleasant
to Barris throughout all of his stay, and when the school was dissontinusd,
the soleomel of the regiment said that they wers all ready to go and that
this time the Oerman bluff would be oalled,

On Sunday, 11 Beptember, while enrouts to sccampany the Ambassador
to & dsdication of & monument, the Naval Attachdé observed military
dstachments in several eitiss to the north of Faris. In Benlis, bridges
and railroad oulwverts were guardsd by several batteries of .50 oalibar
A, machine @ums, At Complegne wers ssen eight light armored cars,
eaich oarrying & .37 mm, oannon, 8nd mechins guns; also sight .50 oaliber
A.A, machine guns were seen, Thess ammored cars and A.A, machine guns
wors nll ready for ection, 2nd wers placed in various parts of the town,

all ready to gO.

As & further emmpls of the readiness of the French Amy
for moction, the lisutenant colonsl ecsmending the parads battalion at
the dsdication ooremonies inforwed the N.A. that he had received word,
only at 1030, Sunday morning, that his pattalion would bave to leave
at 1130, At 1130, the sotirs battalicn in heavy marching squipment,
full packs and all, were ready to lsave for the parads.

Beservists are still being eallsd up to take their places in
the French army, but the process is being dome 80 quistly that thare
is no alarm or excitement. The result, howsver, 1s that what sor-ssponds
to a partial mobilization of the Arm: is being carried out, but all wery
guietly and with no stir or fuss. 0o Monday morning, 12 September,
thres full trains of ressrves golng to active duty lsft the Oare St.lazare
in Paris, for waricus Army poats in the north of France.

I PRI 4 =
Ll rTe e

Y- R
wAred .r.»t;
ﬂ:; of ﬁm.--"f

\;;_".E.l :Dﬁ.-- . 11654 ; oo WE wnd M) w08

51 hwtter, May, L 1073

v\
v. P bR e 3873

-1 =
B



i

oL IBSUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION,
NAVAL OPERATIONS, NAVY DEPARTMENT ?5’5‘ L
ATTACHE'S REPORT
.-.mwm.:mmm. -4 o — ¥ U ..H-"‘i'.'.‘l'-“':‘ -

From ..o Boveee.. Dute 303008 1938 BerialNo.... . 48L. . . PFieNo M3 . . .
ST, press T=OW1EET

Souree of information ... FoF80nal cheerwmtion, comtact, press e

Subject TIALICE PULITICAL SORCLE DHTURIATI LU ZELATIONS
e o

IREBEIIEN oo st o i srei eems A

__‘ﬂ_”ﬁ.m ﬂlﬁ- Eﬂ#nu—:ih-ﬂ-_h

—

FIUJICE - POLITIONL SVENTS

Baport lo. 451 in teenamitred hearewith.

==
E O 11652, Sec. TE) unll SR el
OS50 latter, May, L 19GE

Ry SLR Dute MAL L1 1973

]

— Y e m“.{:uu_--_—;ﬂl--.-n—n-m-——l i

|?=-a Mt.il v {r. ol =] &Pq-.. qu.:t.u r.n.]ilq. Lhk || e F u.:l
1

S N N R N Ml s o el B S

= "-hu-:_* uu-lr-'_m»bu | mﬂ-%&#mﬂhﬁ:ﬂ bl N e

N8 AATEREEEET FReRTeE BETEE



T';:Em. ﬁ Political Coross
20 to falat
o) Sevtember, 1938 International Ralatioma

FURICE = JOLITICAL 2VETS.

The past week iz Firfnoe has [roduced mll the sensations from
artrems unsaainsss to Absalute relief. The first port of the week, fealings
haoame more ond more tenss, tartieulerly om Monday and Tussday following
Hitler's liuremberg sprech, linr wos felt to be unAvoldabls except by & mirmcla,
Thare wes soms sleekenine in the tension following iir. chemberlain's snnouncemsnt
af A wisit to Uitler, but when he returned to Lomdon early Friday merning,
and reported nothing to the French yntil Sunday, more uneasinsss wes cronted,
It was not until Llonday siteracon after & Counell of Linieters in Feris,
followed by &n aniounzement of the Irengo-Dritish progrem, thet there oame
the senarcl feelinz of relief thet wer had once rmore haon averted.

S0 great wms the thousht that wor wes irpinant on the 1£th, 13th
pnd 14th thet miay ame-ioans (sspeaielly JTowish-~mericane] booksd westbound
sagsaces, All she trens-Atlentic stesmship eompanies reported capacity westbound
beakin 8. ..l80, & Tepresentative of the Lnited States Lince conferred with the
cayal attaché on the advisability ead poszibility of shifting the rreach
tarninus of thet steemship line to Jordeaux, or even omitting France altomether.

Lany Anericens, including the directors of the Amarioan Hosnital,
imrortusmed the Zmbassy =nd the lrval itteohd for gae mesks and demendsd to
%now whet could he done in case of —as atimck,

The Trench, thenselves, bagan to teke ertre precautions. lMany
more ressrvists wers called back to metive duty, 3o many ware eal 1sd, in fect,
that the Freach militery forces were mobilized in so fer ¢a pos:uible without
the consent of the Chepher of Jeputiss. The suthoritiss of the eity of Ieris
dslivared o quarter of & cuble jyerd of pand to every house in Juris with
instructions thet the send should be placed om the topmost floor or in the
attie of sech houne to be usad to put out fires in cese of bambinga, Numbers
of peopls in Paris, especially fa-i1ies of Arrmy &nd lnval oflicers, racalived
aepds imsiructing them where to go 1a the ganller cities mnd suburba of Parie
for avncustion in czas of bomhinza,  Also meny inhebitants near the northern
nnd engtern bordara were told to be ready in cese of war to be e wacusted to
distrists in centrel end southern France, In cities end towns botween the
German border and Paris, roti-aireraft guas and seerchlights were placed in
pcaition, &nd anti-aircraft machine guns ware nounted on the roofs of houseas.
The French army was on the gui viwe end resdy to move on prectically & moment "B w70
Tuemors thet the govermment wes going to be removed to Vichy in the south
cantrel part of Frence and that general mobilization wes about to ba ordored

ware rife,

on Thursday, the 15th, when ohambarlein anncunced his intention,
fayvorsbly received, of flyinz to oon ssr with Zitler, one could almoat herr
tha feeling of relisf, It was felt that the longer discussions wers held, thers
wns that -ich lass chence of wer ocgurring. Almost the only dissonting opinions
fram the coluzme of praise of Chemberlein's sction were that of the Eritish
raval Attaché, and a very small number of influsntial Frenchmen. The Eritish
Nnval Atteché was rather indignent thet 8 spitish Prime Vinister hed %o go
more or lecs begeing to Hitler, while saveral lasding Frenchmen, although
8n,leuding the nersonal coureze of “homberimin, felt thet Eritish prestige

wea sinking to & new low,

Chamberlain returned to Zondon Pridoy noon, after his
{nterviaw with Sitler, but gsve no intimation of what had oceurred to the
French rovernment, Uneasincos {noreesed at the feilure to hear anything from
the Zritish u-til by Seturday noon thare wns meneral indignation enomg the
Tranoh eavernment of ledsls that they wers to be confronted with a"fait
genompli,” =nd egeord betwesn the Zritish end Sermans. This ie axmotly

whet haspensd.
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On Caturdey afternoon (the 17th) 12! Deledier end Bonnet were invited
by the British goveriment to come to qet the results of the Chamberlein-Hitler
‘sgroemsnt. ALl day Junday wee spent in econferences end on Monday morning,
telndier and Doanet returned to Puris, &nd irmedistaly atiended & conference
of Vinisters at the Presidentisl palece, The conference lested fram ten-thirty
0., t0 threa p.m,, 8nd relisble scurces advised thet the conference was
an extremaly stormy one, that at lesst three ministers threatsned to resign.
Difieresces were patched up ssushow, and at three o'clock, an officlel
comminiqud stated that the cabinet spproved unanimously the mecord.

The egreament, as announced, consisted of three main secticms.
Tirat, the anschluss with Cermany of 8ll Chookoslovakisn districts in whioh
sy g1 fetens formed seventy percent or more of the population. The rectificetions
of the frontisr &re to b meds by direct negotiation under internationel sontrol.
Second, mutonary within the Check state of #ll cantons where Sudetens form
less then saventy percent of the population, this eutonomy to be fizmd not
by & plabigcite (which might bring up emberrcesing dmeands for plebiscites from
Polish and Huneerisn minorities) but by en international eontrol commiaciom.
Zvantuelly an exchange of populetions tetwean Cerman ond Check localities is
savisazad, Third, the independence of Checkoslovekis, as thus changed and
poutrali=zead, is to be gueranteed by its borier states, i.,e,, Germény, Hungary,
Toland, and Pumanisa, with & super-guaranty of such nsutrality by England, Frence
and Itely.

The ahove egreement wea then dispetched to the Checkoslovel sovernnent
for 1ts consent., Howaver much the Chocks may dislike the agresmant, it is felt
thet they cannot but mccept it, or else face Cermeny alens, which would be
most disastrous for the Checks. Undoubtedly, though,it will he & difficult
pill to swallow. The troubles ere not yot over because aven bafore the tems
of the Bccord were Bpnounced, Poland and Hungery beman ssserting thet eny
putonamy given to the Jermans whick was not given to the Hungarisn and Polish
=inoritiss would ba uuathinuhlal end sould not be tolarated by the two governments,

The first end most moneral resction in France to the moocord was ome
of relief thet there will not be a wer now, for, at lesst, ssveral momths.
At the seme time, howeyer, there exists # minor fesling tHat once mors Hitler
has wom, and thn'E wer hes not besn averted but only postponcd. Besides, the
fact that Hitlsr has secured 21l his afms without going te war, by a diplamatie
victory, it is felt thet in & few months he will be demanfing aven more and them
the whole process will have to be 1lived through epgain. slso, ainece Checkosloweida
i5 to be meutralized, its treaties with France and Russim will be epnulled; and
parheps even the Frenco-Russian treaty may beoome & dead lsttar, The Nawml
Attachd believes that this latter fealing will grow emong the French, =nd
undouhtedly, when the Chambar of Deputies ls ragonvensd, thare will be bitter
dehats on this foreign poliey, 8o bitter thet Dmladier's governmant may fell
gg A result., The Communist and other left newspapers ere already saying that
Checkoslovekia hea been betrayed, Onece the dismemberment of that country
is begun, it is herd tosee where and how 1t cen he stoppef
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FRANCE - POLITICLL SITUATION - WEZK ZITCUO 27 SEFT.,l938,

This weak started, as so many others recently, with a great let-lown
in tension and sueh brighter prospescts of peace om Wednssday, Jeptember Zlat,
(m that day, after sitting in oounoil session for twenty hours continuously,
the Czech govermment socepted ths proposals brought back by kr. Chemberlain
aftar his first visit to Berchtesgaden. This acoejtance was obtainsd only
after great pressure had been brought by the representatives of England ond
Frapce , ineluding one last call mnd werning to bepes at four a.m,

At the sams time, Polish nnd Hungarisc lsaders had eonferences with
Hitlsr, and bagan to mssert more wigorously theirpfolaims for a discussion end
mattlament of their respective mindritiss in Czeckoslovalds,

As the fealing thaet the outbreak of wer was & matter of & few hours
or 8o, deorsassd, tha French becams increasingly indignent over the
*royage to Canossa®™ of Ohamberlain, and more cnd more artiocles appessred regarding
the "humiliation"™ Frence hed suffersd in being dragied along on England's
coat-tails in the results of Chamberlain's trip to Berchtesgaden., This
feoling of indignation increased until Friday when the govermment of Mr. Hodga
in Ozechoslovekia fell, snd the new governmentnof Jensray Syrovy ordered a
oomplete mobilization of the Czech ammy., The Czech mobilizmtion was followed
on Saturday morning by the ealling of two echelons of French ressrves, about
three hundred thousand men, to the French army. Then there was no more i2lk
of "humiliation® or "indigration™ but only &n extreme worry &bout the omoe-mors
ieminent possibilities of war, ¥ )

The first reports of Chemborlain's sssomd visit to Eitler at Godesbarg
was that the British end French were in camplste accord s to what was to be
eaded to CermAny snd the coly difference to be rogulanted wes the time when
tha cession wans to take place, When the mocord was published, the Czache
immediately olaimed that Titler's demands wers fer more thin hed been egreed
to ir the firast serespant after Derchtesgaden. The French, egced om by the
La7t press, also hed & stiffening of feelins, ealtiough, in reality, ths two
proposals ware almoust identipel in whet pleoes were to be oadad., The
Aif*erence batwsen them 1s thot in ome case, the German forces start moving in to
the Sudeten parts of Czechcslowakia on 1 Cectober, with a corresponding
withdrawal of Crech troops, and & plebiscite for the regions where the
Sudetens are under fifty percent of the populstion, to bs held not leter than 24
Yovember, Tha deteils of thia proposal =re to be regulated by & Cerman-Ozech
socdssion.

The opposing British sugrestion to which the Czechs stated their
agpeptance is that an interpstional commission mect, fix the definite
bounderies of the tarritary to be coded to Cemeny (this territory is almost
the seme a8 that namod in the Cerman proposal) then prooceed to hold the
plebisoite in the other disputed regions. The Dermen objection %o thia
is thet with the appointment of an intermetionol commission, =nd the time
1t has always required for such & comrdsaion to funetion, entirely too long
e psriod would elapse bafors tha Sudetans ware finally turned over to Jearmany.

On Saturday morning, Sept., 24, the French partial mobilization
of 300,000 men was announced, and % the same time the ATy requisitioned
trucks, some motor cars, and soma horses. Fifty largs garages wers taken
ovar in Paris to provide lssulng depots to the rireryists callsd to mctive
Auty, to reseive their uniforms and sguipment. Jit the seme time, cll pasoline
stotions wors notified of & certain minimum amount of gesoline end lubricating
011 that must be cerried at sll times. The gas stetions can sell fresly
down to the rinimm limit but when that limit is mnohad there can be no more
galas uatil o pew supoly is deliver=d to the statiom.
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Saturday end Sundey were most tense, pessive defense mopsures
wers belpg teken, such we pleoing blus lampa in the strect lights, orders
for rutomobilists ebout dimming lights, whet to do in ocse of air reids,
ste, On Londay, befors [ditlor's spesch, the tensenoss and excdtement
{ncreassd to & great exrtent, Many Fremch civiliuos left Feris for
polnts In the country, end the trans-Atleatic stesmship companies were
besie od with Jmericens trying to get back., The cross-Ohennel homts were
orowdsd to copasity with English tourists returning to Inglesd, and the
English, Frepch and seerican steemship conpaniss, on advice of the Isbessy,
waived lifeboat requirements in order to mceomodtte more [RSCENgard.

The imerican Embassy issued & oirculer edvising all Americans who hed

no compalling reasocns to Tor remaining in France to lseve 0s soon as
possibls, Extre woluctesr help, obtained from amony the wives of Amarican
officera, were put to work assisting in handling the crowds of smerican
tourists who frequented the lmbesey, seelking sdvice, sid and infor-etion.
On Monday, ths 26th, war scemed a matter of hours.

Monday night, Hitler's spoech from Berlin wes listened fo
elmost unanimously with great interest., The speach wes plecatory toward
Englend epd Frapes, but particularly viclent tovard Czechoslovakia snd Lir, Benesh
who wes mocused of dilatoriness and intrigue in trying to delay end hold
up the applicetions of the agrcement regerding the cession of the Sudaten
territoriss, On Monday, also, K, Delesdier permitied & atatement to be
issusd under his name seying thet if Germany invaded Checkoslovakia, Fresce
would go to war, This hes been the most definite and most direct statement
{ssued yet by the French.

At the time of writing this report (Tuesdey aftericem, 27 Sept.,],
the Tremch are contimuing quistly their mobilisetion, more measuress for
pansive dafence Are being taken, end both French end foreign civilians
are leaving Paris in increasing numbers. Eowsver, the general feeling seems
to be much sasier, mnd among werlous diplomets and meémbara of diplomatic
miscions in Paris, the gensral fesling 1s that e emmpromise of sooe =sort
will ba resched before Ssturdsy, 1 Cetobar. It is on that day that Hitler
threatensd to march into Ceschoslovakie, provided hias demands are not
mat befors, Put the genersl feeling is thet somehow (no one is es yat
sertain of the meAns) &n agreemant will b romchad befors thet limiting date

whoreby wer will be evolded.

Poland and Hungery who, at first, demanded equal treatment of
their netienals in Czechoslovakis with_that socorded the Sudeten Germans
hive backed down considerebly and after receiving essurences fram the Czech
govermment thet the questiom of the Folish and Hungarian mintrities would
be treatsd in negotiaticns between the reapective states, ssemed to have
withdrewn their demands. However, in spite of Polendts direct statement
that she would not move into the Teschen distriet, 1f & locelized ccnfliect
oocurs in Cpechoslovakim, 1t 1s balisved that Foland will attempt to take
this distriet, by negotietioms if possibls, gtherwise by force of arms.
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POLITICAL SITUATION , WEEX ENDING 11 OCTCOEER, 1938.

This week cpemed with a special mession of the Aspembly, oallcod to
pear the reascms and the results of the Mmich socord and $he svents
lsading up %o 1%, Unliks the Baglish Houss of Ocmmons, which gave
Chamberlain a vote of oonfidsnocs only after some notabls strietures
en his pﬂ]ilrtrﬂnltnﬂh:ﬂill,‘]thhl.“ﬂlﬂh“rhﬂl
snd others, the Frensh Chamber of Deputiss gave Daladisr & vote of
sonfidenes with cnly the Oammmists opposing. The few speschss against
the polioy of Ohamberlain snd Dalsdier are best rammsd up by Major
Atlsa's eritieism: "I the Munieh meoord is a good thing fad if w
muhﬂmhmm.wunuumnn-ipmw

Afver giving Daladier s vote of ccnfidence cn his foreig poliey,
the Ohember of Deputiss lent attentiom to the Premisr's reguest for full
pomrs to make deores laws, for the finsnoial and soonomis rebabilitatiom
of the country. After sam Aiffisulty the Premier wqa votad full powers
bty & vote of 351 to T8 with SO0 abatenticms. The Ocmmunists voted sgainst
this bill snd the Booialists abstained. With the vote on the foreign
situstion and the full powsrs grant as it was, the definite rupture of
the "Front Populaire® is obvicus. Wien the Chamber reconvenss oo 16
November, unless the split between the Soolalista md Commmists ia
hsalsd befors, it is most jrobable that the Daladisr Cabine® will fall.
A regrouping of parties in the Chamber them will probably supply a
Oabinet more to the right than this pressat one.

Indigaation over the Munieh mccord is sti1l widespread. The
French regilar army offiocers at the Eocls de Ouerrs are partisularly
diggusted at the Mmich poace, as they, in ecmmom with many others, belisve
that the presmmt truce oannot last more than »six monthe. 4n artillsry
gena ral there told ome of the GRgl officers that he (the gensral) dcubted
if the courss would be finished without the interruption of a war. Other
Frenoh officers them womdersd "if the dirty Polss would have the sffromtery
%0 ooms back to the Esols,” These gfficera also wars most snthusisstio
about Presidsns Bocssvelt's speash snd stated that the pefioa that Chamberlain
mads was not the peace that Eocsswels pad asimd Franoe and England $o make.
T¢ was also lsarned that, in addition to the advancs through Bpsnish
Moroeeo and Bpain, the Fremch ammy plans, in oase war had oome, wars %o
push through the Bisgfried Lins sad attack through Cermeny.

The resigoation of Benes is gonsidered as wirtually necsssary in
mﬁriuhﬂmwwﬂthmw. Such dealings now
have begcome an absolute necessity for Czschoslovaicia, sspecially as the
Gsrmans in marehing into the Fifth Zons have oecupisd prectically
all the ter-itory dsmanded at G otebarg. The International Commission
of jmbassedors sitting in Bsrlin did not approve of this step, but
as the Oerman Army marched.into $hosa regions, nothing ocould te dons abouk

it.

The Italian Naval Attachd informed the Naval Attachd that Frenmce and
mehﬂﬂiﬂfwmﬂrﬂﬂlfﬂmt,mmt
hillnw“turrﬂu“l-hlunﬂnnhhrmmlrﬂm
and Some tunmﬂnmmm.ﬂrmumnnuu-tnn-nn POWST.
a..mmqummmdthahut#tus-mm-n{m]mtnu
¥.ench Nary, that Italy would not lsave Spain, after sinking so much money
and men in that country, wm®ll Franso was dsfinitely and eomplstsly the
riotor; also ﬁltthlhunl-ﬂhllﬂlumtnﬂhuilhhulh
Wumﬂlmm. Uolsss thess two things were realiszed,
ﬂinulduﬁtnnul-h.nll:.llnhhﬂlhr“h. Fgrther, that
u_thnnmﬂdnﬂmﬂrm.mMulmunnm
o S

' 1

i |
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11 October 1938

It is meported that Mr. Francois-Ponost, the pressct Frenoh
Jmbtassador to Berlin is to be appointed the new Ambassador to Home
where Framce has pot hesn repressnted by en Mmbascedor for two yoars,
Meusisur Nosl, now smbassador to Poland, is slated to relisve
Francois-Fonoet in Berlin, snd Momsisur Pletri, a former Minister
of Marins is rumored as Monsiour Nosl's successor in Warssw,

The information that England bad grented m loan to Mussolini as
ap part of the influsnce to get him to exsrt oo Hitlar to agres to the
Munich agcord is now accepted. In some oirelss, the smount sven
(§20,000,000) has been stated, mlthough ms yet there have besn no
officlal snnouncements op the subject.

In Spain, oonditions have changed wery littls. The government,
whils not paking any gains, have so stubbornly resisted the Natiooalists
that the latter are not gaining sither. The withdrawal of voluntesrs
by Mussolini, as announced in the press during the weak, have turpsd
out to be no more than the withdrawal of sick and wounded and thoss who
have served more then eighteen months service in Bpainm,

The Minister of Forelgn Affairs of the U.R.5.8., Litvinor, mesed
through Paris the sarly part of the weak, oo his way to Mosoow from Jenewa,
Oontrary to custom, b made no official calls oo any of the French
politicians, It is reliably reported that, while in Paris, Litvinov was
vry diseouraged and fearful of returning to Moseow. Bince his arrivml
in that eity, it heas been stated that he will resign socon, and that his
mcretary has already been arrested, The official Buscien News dosnoy
hos already apnounosd that Litwinor is 111 snd the Vice-Ministsr for
Toreign Affaire, ¥, Potexkine , has talem over the functions of the offiowe.
A reliabls sgource of information from Mosoow has confirmed the reports that
Litvinov is in more or less disgreos with the powers that be, but
exaotly what has happened to him could not bte stated with sxmotnsss, It
was reported howsver that "I would not 1like %0 be in Maxies shoes.*

This some perscn said that it was definite that Marshall Bluecher

bad besn sent to prisan and wes mbout to mest the sinlster "Comreds Purgs®™.
Ths resscn for Bluscher's deseent from the favored heights was sid to

bte his suspected rivalry of Stalin, the powsr he held in the Far Eastem
Ammy, whish was not conducive to sfficisnt subordinstion to Stalin.

The final stroke, howsver, that caused the downfall of Bluscher was the
missrable showing made by the Fussisn military forces agminst the Japaness
in the miniature war over Chang-kufeng Hill.
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The following inforsation was received from & member of the Italian
Embassy Btaffi

Ths rectnt Froneo-Italisn tension, eulminating in the repudistiom
of the 1930 Agreement, ws instigated by the Italians at this time in
ordar 40 elsar up all cutetanding diplomatic questiona with the Freash,
in the immediate fubure, The reascn for the baste is that the Italisns
sxpeod Oermeny, within the oext few months, to obtainm smtisfmctiom for
wer dspire for Buropssn expansionm, afder which the Bome-Perlin Axis will
be greatly weakezed and Mussclini csn no longsr sount on Hitler's suppors
excapd in qestions of mutual scmoern. The Italisns feal that they are
siill of great potential wlue o0 Cemsany, snd that therefore Hitlar must
bask Italy's elajme,

My inforsant frenkly stated that Italy does not want the ocession
of Coreion or Nise, or sven the osssion of French Scomalilénd, The dssand
for these areas was broadoart in order %0 be abls to make ssemingly great
emoessions to the Freneh in the svemt of Fremeo-Italisn oonversations.
What Italy really wants is:

(a) A large measure of autonamy for the Italisns in Tunisia,

(b) A fres port ot Djibtuti, for the transfer of goods betwean
Italisn ships snd the Djibuti reilroad,

It was stated that the Italians are perfectly ready to admit that,
80 far as the Spanish War is conocermed, Italian troops cen be withdrewn
from Spain and the Balsarie Islands, but that they are retining armed foroes
in thess areas om acoount of their nuissnos-value against the Frenoh and
British, apd will withirew them only as part of the liguidation of all
diplamatiec quwstions with the British and French.

It was further implisd that the Frenco offensive in Spain was taidng
place at this %ime om mcecunt of Italian insistence, & Franco gain being
greatly desirabls befors any diplomatie scnversaticns with the French are

s and sppeoially before the arrival of Mr., CUhamberlain in Home,
next momth., It was stated that there are 350,000 %o 35,000 Italian troops
in Spain, which ecinsidss with the press reports that an Italisn Corps
of 4 divisiocns (eash divisiom having approximataly 10,000 men), the perscmnsl
of whioh is partly Spanish, is operating om the southarn end of the Franse
advanos inso Catalonia, The Corps scmmandsr is Oepsral Osmbare, an Italian.

My informant stated that he expected Gymmany to move aghinst Shwist

Bussis in the spring, probably by way of separetion of the Tiruine with
its subsequen® dmmination, apd that this sc¥ion of Cermeny would be earrisd

out with no imterferemce from either Great Britain or France., Thers is, of
sourss, the possibility that the presmt Italian smbroilment with Franos
way ordered by Mussolini in order to distract French attentiom from German

moves in Enstern Earope.
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MUSSOLINT '8 DTO0S MCTHODS OF INTIMIDATION

The i d
. h“u“’-ll l.:"l ¢le on the Franco-Italian questiom appeare

Propaganda claims the sannct of fer any resistance to Facist
ircops. In every way, sa effors hhtu-hhlltl.hndllni-ﬂphlﬂ
of & war menace, Pers Areé provooative, insolent and insulting,

the Eelasioni Internazionali, in oaps of war, the axis (Roms-Berlin)

will aet imce dintely and this axis does not permit & division of tasks,
Opinions or risks, Thus Mogeolini tests the German backing. This magagzins
further states that for a balanced Burops, thers is nesd for a nsw Freanos,
& France sonsiderate of cthers' demands, more adapted to Buropean olimate,
Thus must France deocide hor destiny.

"Humenitd* adds that no Frenchmen can possibly support sush
insans talk and that the wild press propaganda will only sarve to strengthen
the uniom of the French People sgainst any amd *very aoncession to Tasoism.
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! The reeent suoossses of Gemeral Fmnso coupled with Mussolini's
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Fressure inareass om
Fremier Daladier dos %0 Italisn press scommsats on Frence, i% is probable
at & ge-btetween stand sy e talem by the Govermment im & motiom somewbat

;
|
Ei

The OGovermmtat intends %o remain stricily asutral ia ascordancs
with the terms of tbe Lomdom Agresssnt, but is ksaping a
aloss watah m svemds in Bpain #0 a8 %0 assure Franee's
interests in sass sm emergeney arises.

A shatement of this sord, so slaims e press, would appsass e
raldionl Laft alsments.

Torelg Ministed BOGIET, who is 4lsliked by the lafs and has
nany snmmiss sven Within the Oubined, was singled cut iz the debate for am
attask by the oppositiom who spdsaversd o diminish Bommed's prestipe Wy
m ak 40 show tmt no positive Fremah forelgn polisy axisked at oe

Tereipn ise. Bomnt ¥, more than any Tremah Ou % Offiesr, is blamed

for ¥he Manish refreat befers the Distators.



s Chemberiais has guarentesd Mussolini's promiss Premier Daladisr
#ia de nothing more tham wait end ses, This "wait and see” attituds
is net any too pleasing 40 the "Fatriotie” members of the Obember, but

14 members of the Clamber are trying to fores Premier
ian the Chamber $o0 4lw effect that Fremee's
terrivory is %0 W sosidersd inviolste mnd not the subjest
with sy foreiga pewer. Premisr Daladisr may wery probably
4 statemant to appease the "Patriots” and Laf% members of the

it
i E'
i

trip of insppeiien %0 North Afrisa of Gemeral

Gezeral Btaff, and Afsirval Darlss, Ohisf of Havy

botn sanoellsd. Rmors are %o the sffect thas pardial
& troops mAy be expeetsd around the middle of .

4 is expected Mussclini or Higtlsr may make kmown Italy's
aspimtions in the Dllim.

=1: -y
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1
giie

i

SEmps ign , prlin*nrl; the sxchange of "seered hetters” whish should
scnfound the Duce's olaims om Djiboutl, Tunis spd Bpain, %0 say nothing

of Oorsiea and Nies.
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The I'alis Hawal Atteshd e Sumdey, 80 Jemmary, wlwed
frakly of seaditions ia Swroge. He saild they 41d net wish sar bud
nnm-mdm_mmluhm:l-ﬁlrmh
differsases with Freaes, suitting i% should be doss whils the Bmes-Neylis
Axls wms s¥ill sireag.

Fhem the subjest was brought up of Rogiilitiss secawseing
uhmmm:ﬂ;-m-.--ﬂmm
mew that the Freseh and Italiss fles:s were ajprexisately squal e
Py but with Ve haly of shore-besed avisiiem the nidile of the
lsditrrescan ws slosed t0 01l mevies What tried fo fares I8, If Ao
Freath Fleoi extersd tie Mediterremstn %o spen up scmmmistlions with
Southemm Frmase sad Afries, the séwatgs ws s the side of I'mly
52 1 old Ialim Wttlestips hed Weem sonplewly medernined whare
¥he Framah had aet, aad alec Italy would hews svistion beses tm thad
are (ixbimeiing the Belsaries snd Spais), ales thet the Italisn sulmarise
fores ws zmerimlly sprier.

B mid that § Franss vistoly ma wry impertami fur
Tialy as 1% was ssesesury #0 have m ally besderiag the Atlastis.
-Wﬁ!huhu-hm.‘lﬁ-ﬂhﬂﬂ
sould bapam be IMELy wes % lave e soimy Flest sutery the Bediterseseen [
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POLTTICAL EVENTS - NEEK ENDING 14 FEBRUAHRY, 1939.

After being precccupisd &uring the sarly part of the week with
the Spanish and the refuges question, Frensh offiocial ciroles received
2 rads shook om Friday when the pews of the occupation of Iainan by
the Japanese beoams known., Hepresentatives of both the Nawy and
the Juai 4'Oreay have stated that the situstion in the Far Enst
was Tery grave, and that Frenos and Englesd were going to despateh
similar notes to Japan dssanding explanations. However, as one Fremch
paval officer remaried, "W oan only send pnotes, and the British can
do no mare. The situation in Europs will permit of nothing else. Now
is when th» United States should comw to our aid.”

It hap bean stated that if the oocupation was only temporary,
nothing nesd be dope, but if & pormament cocupeation were emvisaged, the
Lopdon and Paris Cabinets would heve 0 go into comsatation and would
be foroed to revim their positions oomserning bappenings in the Far
East. The system of dafense of will have to be changed.
Partioular displeasurs way dsmonstreted over the adroit timing of
the insident, when France and England wers oocupled with Bpain and
whon the United States Flset had laft the Paoifie., Japsn's sctiom
was palpably one of the fmmous steps of the triangular axis and
dsmonstrated egain the solidarity existing betwssn Rome, Berlin and
Tokyo, This was considersd partisularly obvious in wisw of the
Japenese dsolaration that Cermany and Italy were infersed of the move
whils Britain and France were not.

Saveral papers, especially smong the Laft, ere demanding military
jrecautions for the future, and not any dsspateh of notes. However,
unfder the oircumstances, nothing else but a note can be employed.

The Japansse sction was & very timely retort to the surrendsr of
Minorea, by virtue of Eritish medistion, and alsc tecauss the Frensh
Govermment bad recently refused its agrosment to the appointment of
Mr, Tani as Japansss jmbassador to Franoe.

The Spanish question also continued to bother the French. The
mmber of refugees that bave crosssed the border now smounts to about
£50,000 persons and the French are hard put to find means of caring
for this mmber of unfortunates. kany have now been sent to warious
parts of Frenos distant from the Spanish border, but mll avmilable
sites in the frootier departments are still over-crowded with refugesg.

After having entered Frepce, and remained for several days, the
yarious pembers of the Spanish Oovermment bave flown back to Valenoia
and have announcod that they would sontinue the war. It is reliably
reported that the French Asbassador and the British Chergd A'Affaires %o
Govermmental Spain are attempting to oomolude some sort of & mdiation
. plan, Negrin holds out for three points, (1) Spain for the Spaniards;
all foreign interventiom on both sidss ceass; (2) & plabiscite to
Astarmins how Bpain will be governsd in the future end (5) & geperal
smne sty. Franco's mnswer to the above proposals, howsver, refused all
of them &pd dssanded a gamplete surrender, The British Chargd,
¥r. Stephenson, left Marseills for falasncin and Madrid on 12 February,
premmably. in an effort to kmep the modistion msgotiationa going.
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In the meantime, strong pressure was being put om the French
ODovermmsat by Rightis¥ groups asking a moognition of the Franoo
regime in Bpain, The British Cabimet is also comsidering such &
proposal, but up t11l the presest, nothing has been either deoided
or announosd, The French have a Counsil of Ministers schedulsd for
this afternoon (14 February) at which the recognition gquestiom will
be settled. It is most probable, howsyer, that recognition will be
delaysd until there is a more definite response as to just when the
Italisn end Cermen troops mnd aid will be withdreawm.

A Trench Senator, M. Henrl Bérard, was despatched by Bomnet
to the Purgos Oovermment to sound ocut the possibilities of sending
an embassador apd grapting reccgnition to Franco. His receptiom |
by the Bpanish Nationalists was correct but not cordiml, in that Franeo
Gemmnded & 48 jure recognition prior to any other negotiations. The
Fronch wented an mssurance that onze the war is snded, Franco will not
permit any fereign military element to remain on any territory under the
Spanish flag. BSenator BSrerd is expscted to mturn to Burgos shortly
o0 ocontime the talks, ms well as to emphaosize & strong French trump -
the possession of the gold supply of the Bank of Spein which is now
being held by the Bank of France.

As & comentary on what Franco's future actions may be, as
cne dsputy (Boolalist) stated in the French Checber, "The ltalians
apnd the Cermans tave mads hoavy sacrifices to aid Fremco, and they
will hold him unless foreed by constraint to mleass him,"”

The French political press, sonfirmed by the Havy, also has
stated that a pooret Japapsse mission is enrouts to Berlim, to take
paré in & copference of all Japansse mbassadors and Ministers in Burcpe
for the cbjeot of transforming the anti-Comintern pmot into &n official
military tripls slliance betwsen Japan, Cemmany and Italy,
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POLITICLL TVEITS - WEIK R2'UDIG 28 FEBRILFY, 1939,

This wmek brought to & pucces.ful completion, the moogniticm
of Freneo Spain by both Freanoe rnd Ynglend. On the e fterncon of
the 27th CLemberlain an .oun-ed in the House of Camons , At the ssma
time as Dalndier in the ‘hember of Deputies, the de jure recormition
of Frepco's governwent, und the correspending withdrawal of recopnitien
frn the Loymlist government. The Proaident of J pain, Azona, who had
be:n living in the Spanish Imbasoy et Parie since the fall of Cr+alopia,
gnnounced his resignetion fram the Jresidency rnd vent to live, s B
privete citizen, &t his brother-in-law's chalst in 3evoy necr the Swiss
mml

The recognition of Frapnco cume after a wesk of negotimtions by
Senetor Edrard, and wes without any conditions. Origimally, Bdrard hed
gome to B urgos in the hope of mekwing & trede, and in exchange for Trench
meognition, to obtein from Franco & promise of the prompt withdrawal
of forviyn (Jerman =nd Italian) trocps end a declerstion of cmnesty.

Edrerd wes verr coldly receiwed in Zurpos rnd Ireanco, in the flush

of victory efter winning Cetelonia, refused to nake any esort of concessloms.
Iz the and, to avold being complestalr out-Aistonoed bty the totelitnriar
povera' influence in 3pain, Ffreace and Znglepd hed to jump on the Iranco
band-wegon withcout obteining eny quid pro juo.

Tha entire weak in the Chomber of Jeputies has been taken up with
the problem of Impeo recogrition, the extreme left opposing, -nd most
of the otrer pa-ties favoring it. On Iridey, the 24th, Dnladisr amnounced
thet he would reccgnize Irenen on the E7th, giving es the beels for his
sctions thet thare vwas a four-hupdred mile frontier betwsen Ifreace and
Zra‘n and that eertaisly no one wanted the .rench to have a third fromtier
t9 de“end. Hs continuod thet this year there would undoubiedly he further
origes for “ronce anl the gafety of the netion demended thet she not be
isoleted from Spein. The pro-govermment group in the Chamber deminded
en interpsllation , on the votea of which Jeledisr put the juesticm of
confidenca, The government won by & vote of 323 to 261, the mmellest
mejority on & guestion of foreign poliey that hed beon obtained inm momthe.

It 1= now felt that with the chence of chiaining French aeciatance
gome the Loyelizt government will very shortly cepitulete. The Dritish
Yave an ounced that 4if eny of the Loyaliests feel thet 1t ls unsafe for
then to remain in Frenco Spain, asylum for those persons will be provided
in England. The nuzher of such pecple desirous of obtflning rfuge in
Znglend has, in ome estimate, veached the figure of 10,000,

Comsi‘ereble unessiness is felt in French circles ebout whet Mussolini
intends to eloim and when he will do it. Ome very prevalent rumor hes it that
Ttalimn claims will ba pressntad early in lareh, shortly after the new
Fope is chosen. It has beon soundly substentiated that during the momth
of Yebruery Italy hes called s lurge nunber of ressrvista back to Active
duty for "treining", aod the Italien forces in Libyn heve bean greatly
increesed, [‘umbers of Italisms living in rrence end Corsiocs have received
ordars to return to Italy and severe]l thousand heve left within the DJast weelk.
The feoling thet tense days are very closely ehsed, in the nerr future,
ia so profaund thet 2lum, the former Fremisr ond the loader of the Socimlist
Party, who wra to leeve for the United Stutes for an oxtonded visit
sarly in Yarch, has cencelled his wisit and will remain in Parils,
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"he Clano-BSegk conversaétions in Yarstw ore being wetohed
with much interest by the Trench, #od strong press snoouragement
is given Polend not to edhere to the Raee-Tarlin ~xis, If Clano
frils in his mission end retums to Foma with the conviction that
aggression egainst Frence will be the signal for 8 panaral conflagration,
Misszolinl may soften his cleims édncidedly, In Eny cuse, it is not
balieved that any new sccord, no mniter how limited, will w8 ecneluded
hetween Italy end Polend,

The Yainan guestion is etill much %2 the forefront, but cutsids
of sending notes demanding expleontions of the occupation of the 1almnd,
{he Frapch can do nothing. Jepancee reports guoted in the Fremch
pross state thet Jepan will gocupy the whole of southwest China 1if
necessary, o8 long 6s Englend &nd Trance continue eiding China, There
are also saveral Teporte thet Jepen ig now tuying erma from czachos lowmkie,
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POLITICAL EVENTS, WEEK ENTOING £1 MARCH, 1939,

Of sourse , the cutstanding political svemt of the week was
the thunderbolt cocupatiom of what was Ozechoslovakia by Cerméany. The
lagk of previows infommation and the repidity of the occupatiom shoeked
all of Europe. The Eritish mnd French Cabinets were comvoked in emergency
sessions, snd protests were sent to the Cersan Minister of Foreign
Affairs over this violstiom of the Monich Accords, M, Daladisr had some
vory unbappy maments in the Chamber of Deputies, as did also the Foreign
Minigter, M., Bomnet, in trying togexplain the failure of his Munieh poliey.
The German Oovermment, in answering the notes of protest of England smd
Franoe, simply announced that "it would not consider sush protests since
they were lacking any basis, politieal, legal or moral,”

M. Dalsdisr dsmnded from the Chember & law girving him full -
powars to govera by decres until November 30, 1959. This was, after
a fiery debate, granted by a vote of 321 to 264. While not defining
precisely what decres-laws would be issued, Daladier stated that he plammed
to lsngthen the working week, and to talke sdditiopal military messures, but
not to use any dearses %0 limit the democratic fumetioming of the goverment.
Thers may also bte changes smomg two or thres of the ministers, as it has
besn publie imowledge for some time that there have besn disagresments
tetwsen Daladisr and some of the other members of the Counoil of Ministers.
In this conneotion, it 18 unoffieially reported thet immediately on hearing
of the invasion of Czschoslovalkis, Daladisr wanted to mobilize ten divisions
of the French army as & ocunter-gesture, but was restrains d by Bonnot.

The Italisn Naval Attachd, in & comversation after the cocupatiom,
give ope definitely to understand that, this time, the Italians themselves
were not informed of the demarche until after it occcurred, Ee seemed
cartain that ancter step would occur soom btut could mot, ar would not,
pay whare it would come. Many mumors place the mext move of the Axis
to be the Italisn cocupttion of Albenis, snd look for sush & step %o
cocur before the end of Marah.

That this may be a posaibility seems plausible in riew of the
fact that the Oounsil of Defense in Madrid has directed a direct request
to Franco to samemos pegotiations for peace., With psace in Spais,
Mussolini would be literated from any cares in that region, and the
ocoupanoy of Albania should producs mo particular difficulties.

Mesnwhile the rest of Boutheastern Europs is & prey to fear amd
pervoumesa. A Osrman Commereinl Mission is now in Busharest sndsavoring
to sign & oommercial Treaty. Undoubtedly comslderabls pressurs will be
brought to bear on Roumsania in wiew of the Czechoslovaikisn solutiom, snd
an accord favoring Gerssny will probably be arTengsd.

The first of the dscree lews autharized by the full-powsrs bill
appeared on Momday, the B0%h of March, and are as follows:

(1) Military messures $o increase the time of servics or %o reoall
ressrves to active duty, prineipally of & certain pmber of teshaioians
and specialista. In socordance with this, about 150,000 men have received
the mobilization order. Thess are prineipally troops for the Maginot Line,
snti-aireraft persomnel, and other speoinl ratings.

(2) Becnomie measures in whieh ardsrs for the Army, Navy u‘: Ar
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(5) Demediate steps are %0 bs taken 0 scommlate & TesETrYe
of raw matarials and food.

The Fremeh are siromgly urgiag the British %o imskidats o law
for wniversal somseription, both for the prestige such a spesifis step
would give as & warning to the totalitarisn ocountries, and as the French
my, "I% is not right for ons party of the allimes ¢ furnish momey
and suppliss whils the other furmishes men,” The ninstesm British divisioms
eventually promised to France by the English War Minister Hore-Belisha
would pot be awailabls %o France until long after the start of a war,
and evem them the mmber is insuffieient. Undoubtedly, this questiom
will e further stressed during the visit of the President of Fremece and
M. LeBrum to the Eing of Englend, which scmwnoss today and lasts until
24 Mareh.

The Spanish situstiom has besn driven off the front pages by the
gloom of the svents in Easterm Europe, but Franco's spoksssan in Snnouncing
that the Natiomalists will omly seocepk & vietoricus peacs, points %o mm
sarly resumpiion of the of femsive against the remainiag territary hald
by the Loyalists. It is reported that Franco is gatheriag 600,000 mam
on the various sides of the Oovermernt territory, and when these are
fully assembled, the offemsive will begia at four differsot placss
simultanscusly. This will prebably be in the mear future, &% which time
the food shortags ia Franso Bpain should be somwhat smeliomated.

Once the offensive scmences, the Oovermment resistancs should be quiskly
oTH e me,

OSSR
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THE EEICH'S INTRICUES - AN EXPATEIATED GERMAN'S APPEAL
70 DIFFERENTIATE EETWEEN GERMANY AND ITS OOVERNMENT.

Hitlsr's sbescrption of the Omsck provinees, writes Dr.
Otto Btrasser, & former Heich propagands ehief now living im
Switmerland, is & direct sonsequenoce of the Munich Accord and omly
blindness could prevent one's seeing that the Sudetan movemsnt
wyas but & laver to demolish the Casck fortifications that hindsred
the German plans and which therefors bhad to be destroyed. The
details outliped in "Mein Kmmpf™ ame to be exseuted, perbaps oot in
ordesr mentionsd, but definitely %o be attsmpted at the proper eoment .

The immediste sauses for this latest motiom, already om the slate
for & long time were: to obtain Ogeek gold; to incorporats the munitions
fastories; to dsstroy the Czeok amy which Hitler fearsd, Thers is no
doubt that the Fuhrer obtainsd mll these objectives, giving him &
temporary inerease in powsr which even surpasses the advantages of the
Anglo-French inereassd armaments.

Hitler refuses to wait for a pasifie arrengsssnt that
England would probably give him for establishing German domination
in Burops. The Hiflerian system camnot support such lomg delays.
Goaring recently is mupposed to have declared: s will bave war tosards
the ond of sumer with England and France; then the British Empire will
e broken up and France will be as flat as & fisld,”

This objective is confirmed by the next step: insuring the
Brsanian oil supply and the Bungarian cersals for the German army
apd inoluding Spain in the Rome-Perlin Axis. The near future will show
us & viotory against Rumania either by the latter's own capitulation
or & direct attack (in whick cess, the Fungarian and Bulgarian foroes
would play important rolss). We will also sse how Hungary will bocome
a Aspendant of Ogrmany probably thru a change in govermment.

Italy is establishing a goverment in Spain on which it
san ooupt whils Frenoe will beocms & Spanish Horthy (Regent af Hungary) .
At the seme time, this axis will increase its solonial demands, ite
propaganda for the Arebs' fresdm and its antissmitic oampaign throughout

the world,

With such ground preparations, the snd of the s=mer takes
on & particularly dangsrous look. Hitlsr likes historic dates - and
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the begioning of the World War oomes =00m.
It is the duty of us litersted Oermens to dsmonstrate that the Gyrmen
people are in no Wy idsntified with the present regime in Jermany.
Ts want ta aid the Czeek peopls so that the wronge they have suffered
bs corrected, We do not want Chambariain's words to be realized: "That,
in the epd, Osrmany will repent bitterly what its govermmsnt has dome."
ks war om Eitlsr - not on OermAny.
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POLITICAL SITUATION - WEEEK ENDING 18 AFRTL, 1939,

This weak hes witnes od & most intense diplamatic activity, which
great as it was however only slightly overshadowsd the military and
naval activities, The international situstion after the saizure
of Albanis looked most disturbing; in spite of Italian promises mot
to oomit any sggressiom toward Oroeoe, the Eritish, fearful of the
cccupation of Corfu by the Italians, concentrated the British
Maditerransan Fleet at Malta, and then later in the woek, withdrew
most of the ships sastward in the direction of Alszandria. The
Frenoh Toulon Squadron hestily left that pert to oruise in the
Tioinity of Bizerta, while the French Brest Squadron left Erest
under orders for Toulom, which were chan®d enroute o Tangler, whers
the Brest Squadron wes on 17 April.

A concealsd, slthough serious, disagresment arcse at this time
betwoen the British and French governments, the French accusing the
British of paying more attention in their dispositioms to safeguarding
the British Empire os & whols rather than supporting France in obtaining
soourity in Burope, Ancther source of difference betwean ths two
oountriss wes, apd remains, the British reluctance to institute soms
form of military service. s one French Army officer sxpressed it,
*The Eritish are going wild guarantesing the frontisrs of Poland,
Gresce, Fumanin, but they don't say with whose soldisrTs. They have
none of their own to send, and certainly Frence can't spare any =
oot with three frontisrs to dsfend.”

By the end of the week, the differences had besn scmewhat
mmootimd over and Daladisr and Chamberlain issued simultanscus state=msnts
effering bilateral sscurity pacts to Creece and Famania, similar
to the egresmsnt conoluded between England and Poland. HNegotiations
ware also being carried om to include Turkey in the Wnosrolsment™, as
w1l ae t0o find soe method whereby the objections of Foland and
Fumania to Russisn sssistance could bs overcoms. This last hurdls
wam got over by the end of the week, by Fusais agresing to furnish
suppliss to the nmeighboring countries and by the gomolusion of aa air
pact, in which Pussisn aviation, but no other Russisn foroes, would
come to the aid of Polapd and Fimenis in cape of ap aggression toward
those sountries.

The French are econtinuing military preparations end have called
to agtive duty about two hundred thoussnd reservists, comsisting
prinoipally of fortificatiom troops, radio, arsored-car and other
spagialiste; There has been no public mobilization order;, but the
reservigts are informed directly and individually by gendarmes
or military messenger. In addition, anti-airceraft machine guns have
besn placed on many of the publie buildings im Paris, and other
anti-aireraft dstacheents have besn placed in various townas toward the

frontisr,

The OQermans, meanwhile, caussd considerable ocomosrn when they
ammounced the dsapateh of a squadron to Spanish waters ostensibly
"for mpapsuvers®, Besides dsmonstreating the oclosspems of Spain
%0 the axis powers, it 1a fel% that in case of hostilities, the Cerman
Flset would mot remain bottled up in the North Sea, but baing slready
in Spanish bases could immedistely set out on cxmerce reiding.

Ia this somneotion, 1t has been definitely confirmed that new and
aduitional dsfenses are being constructed inm the Canary Islands and
are well on the way to completiom. Comssquently, more bases will be
available to the fleats of the &xis powsra.
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Marssbel Pétain, the French Asbassador to Spain, returned
to Paris for & consultation, and confirwsd the reports of additicmal
Imlisn troops landing in Bpain, and estimated that seven thousand
bad arrived within the past week. He bas no doubts as o the
solidarity of Spain with the totalitarian powers, and confided
that although be, personally, had besn treated with the utmost
oourtesy and politensss, as far as attempiing any conversations
or megotiations went, he had besn givem the "mm-around”, Along this
ssme line, the sx-Jovernment fleet of thres oruisers and sight
destroyers which had besn intermed is Bizsrta by the Fremoh on the
fall of thw Loyalist govermeent, were Selivered back to Franco by
te Frepoh, Fmaoo immedistely despatohed the foros to Italian
yards for repairs and overbaul, to all intent and purposes inoreasing
the Twalisn nary by just so many unite.

President Roossvelt's telsgram to Hitler and Mussolimi
published bere Saturday evening, 15 April, ceussd mush favorabls
ooent in all Fremoh circlss. The majority of the deslarations
are that this messages has put the diotators' backs to the wall and
obliges them to ans.er "yss® or "neo", and, dependemt oo the angwer,
war or peace will ensus, Mixed with Frepch praiss of the mesasage,
howsver, are samé regrets that an Amnouncssent of the abrogatim
of the Neutrality Aot did not sccompany the messtge. The fesling
is unanimous, though, that whils;awmaiting the Italian snd Oerman
replisas to the message, the production of arsaments must oontinue
to be pushed.

Tha Oermsna and Italian apswers, according to all reports,
will not be immediately fortheoming. The date givem for the answer
is,now, April E28th, and the genoral impression is that the responss
will be pegative; & negative, qualifisd perbaps, to make 1t better-
sounding but nome the less & negative.

Fumerous reports, whioh csanot be werifisd, o™ aurrect
to the effect that a "Admarche® for the lnsorporation of Danzig into
ths BEsick will cocur shorsly. At the other end of Burcpe, there is
unquesticned activity around Gdbraltar., The Eritish have placed
bocms and pet-dsfenses before the entrences through the brealomtasr
and have doubled the garrisom there. On the Spanish side, & heavy
ooncentration of troops and artillery is quartered very oloss to the
British territory, sad the Oé#rmsm guns placed cm the African Coast
opposite Gibraltar during the Spanish Civil War, are reported fully
mannsd, In addition, many Moorish trocps who made the Spanish
cazpaign with Frepco have besn $eturned to Spanish Morooco.

In geperal, during the pressnt crisis, in maried contra-
dirtinotion to the fesling last September, the fesling szong
French army and naval officers a% this tiz=es is one hundred percent
to the effect that war in the very near future is ineritable. This
is dsveloped to such an extent that moat feel that having a war now
and getting it over with would be preferable to living under these
eontinual orises. On these lines, French military schools, the Ecols
de Ouarre, the Bools du 0@nis Maritime, are gredusting their senior
students now, in April, instead of waiting for the usual gredustiom

dates in July.
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POLITICAL EVENTS - WEZE EZTDING 2 May, 1938

. The most outstanding political event of thoe woek wes, of course,
Uitlar's spsoch delivered on 28 April. The text of the dlscourse itself
was 80 widely disseminated that it will not be reproduced in this report.
The thres days following the speech were given over almost szclusively %o
cozwnts by the press which, in genaral, were to the sffect that nothing hed
beon improved im gemerel conditicms, but that the door was still left opem
‘or megotiations., Most of the arguments used by Hitlor were extremsly
specious, to justify Germen expansicm. The two decisions &naounced -

s depumeistion of the navel agreement with Englend, and the denuneciation
of the Germen-Polish Nom-Agression Pect - newverthelsss had much of the
sting removed by the statement that Cermany was willing to enter imto
nogotiations for new treatiss.

Thils Hitler's response cannot be considersd &s welcoming poace,
yot its tepor hed been more or lass expocted by the Frenoh, and for that
reascn thers wes not so great & disappointment mt the actual lack of any
construstive ideas for other than a German peace. 0o 1 May, Colonel Beok,
the FPolish Minister of Foreign Affairs, amounced that he would reply to
the Polish refersnces in Eitler's spesch om 4 Mmy. The Folish answer alsc
is oxpocted to be & pegative as far &s regards any cessiom of Dantzlg
or any rights to construct a road, having srtra=tarritoriel privileges,
soross the Corridor.

Moanwhils the "battle of nerves” and the hunt for allimnces
continue, with whatewer slight advantages thars may be mocruing to the
totalitarian powers. Tugoslavia grecefully avolded joining Frence and
Zngland in aay combination against the axias, =nd according fo rumors even
want so far ms to eocnolude & working agreement with the axis powers, whereby
Hungery agreed to ssak har lost territory froam Fumanis and make no olai=s
on Yugoslavia, Also, on 29 April, the Hungarian Frime ¥iniaster and the
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs arrived in Berlin and, in statements
{gsued to the press, mads warm doclarations of loynlty to the Jerman cluse
snd the unity of aetion betwsen Hungary and the Azis powers.

At the ssme time, Ceneral von Branchitssh, tha Oerpman Chief of
Ztaff, arrived in Rome whore he had conversitions with the Italisn Military
Staff, It was announeed that vom Brapchitsoh would also meke an inspoction
trip to Libys and Tripoli, returning back to Rome om 7 ey, M. Dafemoo,
the Rumanisn Minister of Foreign Affmirs, visited Faris, ooming from Berlin
end London, and laft for Rame. The Frenoh admitted, priwtely, that
‘here had been no positive results fram Gafenco's visit, exoept kind words,
and that Fumsnis was, at present, toc olose %o Germany to take any chanoes

on openly flouting heTs

The s adventage gained by the dsmooretio powsrs was that,
after the Aspunciation of the Polish-Germen Hon-hggression treaty, Poland
hed begoms disturbed snough to agres to mocept, if necessery, Fus.len
asmistanse in all forms, not merily siroraft, Thus, it appears that shortly
the U.R,3,8, will joinEngland and Frence in giving guarantess o Poland,
Gresos ;, and other pear-Eagtern states that may request it, The Ruscian
proposals moreover offared to jeoin ip guarantess for all the Baltlio States,
oxcept Finhnd, These proposals, however, heve not yet besn mcocepted by either

France, England ar the Paltio States.
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There has been considersble oppositicm, both verbally asd in
a1l secticns of the press, to the return of the French and Eritish Ambassadors
to Berlin. This unsatisfactory impression was aggravated by the fmct that
on his return to Berlin, Sir Neville Hendersom wes pot ables to have himsslf
raceived by sitler von Ribbentrop or Hitler, and only after a two-day
wait was he Bbls to ses ome of the ynder-sscrotaries, von Welzeoeoker.

British oongcription, which wam finally eadopted this week, wea
hailed delightedly b t e Fremch, although the French Army deolared that
whils it wes & wery engouraging gesture it wae still only o gesture. The
ponseription plans to call 300,000 men betwean 20 and 21 years of age for
s siz-months' tour of setive treining duty with the Eritish ar=y. A Fronch
geperal remaried that the iden was fine, but with treditional pritish slownags
1t would ba at lemat a year before the fist 200,000 hed comple ted their
training, and that, what with British tea amoh afterncon, and Eritish
weok-ends, even at the end of six months the sonscript army would in no sonse
be abls to be called trained poldiers. At leest, though, the Eritish ware
dolns scmething, whioh =es & step iz the right directiom, fra= the French
viewpoint, and if enough time eould be obtained before the storm broke,
they might be of soe wmlus,

The fesling Among - rench army officers remains very pessimistis,
They say thet Ceérmany is now beginning the se&me old tune as regards Ioland,
gnd thet oven with British consoription snd whatever Hitler might mean by
his spacch, war might still be regarded &8 VEry ieminent.
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In the intsrnstional fisld the event of the wesk was the conclusion of
the Anglo-Turkish sccord, which added to the ring about the totalitarian states,
By the terms of this agreement, Turkey and Englend assume reciprocal cbligationa
in regerd to the defense of &ay Balken States egBingt eggrescors, end the
[mrdanelles and the Hosphorus ore opensd to the passsge of Sritish men-of-war
into rnd out of the Black Sea, The opening of the Streits to British battleships
and the fact that by signing the Anglo-Turkish sccord Turkey definitely mnges
rerself on the side of the democratio powesrs and shuna any eammunity of interests
with Cermany are of muoh gregter importence than the military strength that
Ecorues pow to the democratic powsra.

The GCermén preca has been partioularly wiolent in derouncing this
Turkish agroement &s another evidence of the 3Iritish plan to encirele Cermeny
and the bitter timmdes that heve besn printed ezply demonstrate the chagrin
falt by the totalitarien powers over the feilure of imbessedor won Papen to
prevent the signing of the mecord, It is expectad that, following the Eritish
leed, France &nd Turkey will conclude a similar pect aimed at “agrescors™
within & woek or ten days,

Thile the inglo-Turkish negotietions care to & puccessful termination,
tre British-Soviet talks are still continuing and at the present writing show
no sign of coming to any definite comolusioms, &a the viewpolntis of the respeative
partics are still far spart. For Orest Britain, even in this yeer, Rus:ian
friepdship can only be & more or less temporary expedisnt. England desires fram
fussia just the smount of assistance that may ba neces cry but not any more
than that. Any more Russian help would unnecessarily disturt Burcpesn affeirs,
A too rigld mlliance with Russie micht periously campromise Eritish relations
with Fortugal, Spain, same of the Iatin-Americen States end Jepan.

On thatraids, the Russiens want just as much &nd more than they possibly
could get., They desire an anglo-Trenoo=Hus.iss Allisnce in & strict sense, not
enly for the guarentes of Poland and Rumanie, btut also, in eddition, for the
guartptes of Shé Baltid Stetes and for m guerentes Bcfinst Japeness attacks
in the Fer Seat, The Russians alao feered that an eventumlity cight arise
whereby Xnglend, while allowing Bussis to be dréwn into & wer, would remaln
neutrel, or would simply sit down behind the lagimot Line end let Fussis bear
the brunt of the atteoks., Sesides, the Jepanese government informed the Britlsh
Amtassador to Japan thet in the event of an Anglo-Russian allisnce including
Fer-Eastern affairs, Japan would inevitably heve to conclude izmedintely a formal
apd strict militery allience with Jarmany snd Itely. Batween the conflicting
dopires of Fussis end Japen, England is striving to follow & middle gourss,
plessing to both end displeasing to meith.r - the 41fTiculties of which are
chvious, At the dats of writing this report, the latest English counter-propoasl
is being considersd in Moscow, This is to the affmct that if, tecause of the
soFagements msmmed betwsen Oreat Britain acd Fregce towerd Foland and Rumanis,
the former two oountriss found themselves sngeged in a oonflick, the Soviet Urion
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would, oo request, lend such mssistence as might be demanded, The
muﬂnu:ﬂmu:ﬂ-m,-dmmm--nlhh
desire mo agreemsnt, ao accord will udoubtedly be resched in time,

0o U May, Messolini made a spesch in Turin which wes very well
received in Framte. In genersl, it was coneldered =
which, while 1t did not serve to batter the peoersl oltus
did nothing to make it worse. All French oewspsper people who reported
the speech cbserved reluctantly that it was a preat popular sucosss ani
they were impressed with the opinion
bave svery confidence in the Duos and are
bitter end, Whatever the Duoe pretended, however, the conclusion of the
Anglo-Tarkish aocord has osused seriow reflexion in Rose. In some
clrcles there were rumors that a8 a counter-sttack, Massolimi would
Mmﬂnluh—hﬂlulcﬁ-ntu-uurumﬂhiim
to withdres troops from Spain,

ma—mh-mmm-hmmunrmm,-u
it is shortly after thet date that the Italisn troops should begin to
lagve Spain. Whethar they do or not will be a sign

Mnsmolini intends to go, to show his dlsplessure ot
accord,

P s

In intermal polities, President LeBrun begm his secc on
mmmmmmmvmdm-wmwmrmm-mw,
Dalatier, to make a spesch reaffirming the solidarity of Fr
England, md m equal firmness in stating the French position wi ard
to peace, their snti-aggression pects, md their stand with regard to my
fotore seisures by the mels powers, On 11 May, the Chesber of Deputies
mat, and after a brisf interpellation on forwign affairs only, gave
the pressnt Cabiret a vote of confidence by a majority of 123, The
poverment was xided in this vote by a rift dewl
party betwsen the partissns of [eon Hlum on ore wlds and thoss of
Paul Peure on the other. The "fourlstss” represent the conservative wing
of the Sccidlist party, tut slthough numerous do not have s majarity
Iith:l.nthlp-rwnnmchn.
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COURLER 4oTES
Lisutenant Feul L, F. weaver, U.SJi.
FAACUR, 26 lBy, 1939

The Jzeck poopls ere still dceilely okering the
cerman regulations outverdly and thus cvold piving an erours for &
tiskter ecntrol. Open expres-ion of opinion is out of *he jusstion o8
eyaryone fears the Jadtapo, w sage members contrary to the usuel polioy,

1 obvlously identIfied in the city's ;utharing pleces. This would
imply that, rather than desiring to cpurehend sati-iazi arente juietly,
thay wish to preveat eny sue: talk ct ell end ct the se=e tirme oa-7inos
the Czecks of their camredely s;irit, lLsverthelsss, +h=re have sprung
up, #ecordine to both o “feiml cnd unofficiml opinion, reny netionelist
groups wWhich aven now telk of & ww republio., .a :=t, wihiig drestie
“ra boan Adone to indiccte their salstence but anti-car-an propagende i
teing distributed both by hepd mnd thru ths meils.

A bamb last nisht wos exploded in on spectrent house in the Jewiash
cierter, This wae attributed to the azl purty membersa. Thess heve been
driving copstaptly for enlisting Czecks hut with no suecess &t oll, iloral
end finencial aup;ort of course cones Tram Berlin. It is beliewed thet
conditicns ea they exist now in Bohamis cénnot continue more than Znother
aonth end some officials (foreign) fesl thet :itler will use this pretext for
ennulling the Protectorante &nd incorporating the two provinces in the Eeleh,

WASSAR, BT Moy, 1939,

The Foles, by their detéemmintd effiorta to reaist any
Jarman encroachment on their ri-tts, decidedly successful up to the present,
epoear to heve become more sure of their position. This neturelly followed
. the essured supsort from Fronce and Sreat Eritein. Foom a meneoced Stete,
Folapd has changnd almost into en aggrescor inAsmuch e&s, cppreciating the
results of her bold stand, she is now Eiiempting to force the issus with
Cermeny. WUhile negotietions are astill veing proesed betw:en the two
countries, the writsr lerrned from & relicble source that twenty young
Folisk officers dresssd as poor possants with little =cney ard false papers
have besn gent into tha Fres City for the express purposs of spotting
Donziseras end good localities to hold riots leter em. This survey ias
sup osed to require & month, After that, guns &2 to be smy led in to the
gelocted plnoes and outbursts of shooting and violences will begin. The
ohjcet of such taotics would sgem to be to provoke interventiom; if Cermany
merehed in, it would be mggression and war would he precijpitated. This,
from pRcy contacts, s exmctly what & wery greet number of Poles would like,

Outside the sphere of thess peopls, it is difficult to belisve
cuch & stetement but the writer talked to mény Poles of diveras lavels
end, without exception, they rll wnnted to ond the tension end their only
solution was war. A captain of cavalry told me "Foland hes nothing to loas,
80 lat's fizht;" & doetor of philosophy stated that aine there were no
1arge cities in hia countiry, bombing would not be so bad, "Let them bomb
the oities; after the war, wa'll build new oaes that will be eompletely modern;®
& lumber morchant, Adnitting his country wes in no positlom finanoinlly
to continue the mobilizetion of & milliom men indefinitely, shrugged it off
with the Tesmrk that Englend hed plenty of gold and saw whare it wea put to
good use. Fram taxi drivers, fruit vendors, newsdealers (women] &nd hotel
mployess the tenor of the rermris wes the sa-s; FPoland hes much to galn
and nothing to loge by & war, The horrors ind deaths secm not to enter into

their consl leratiome. 2



Eurjer Poreuny writos "The third month of aredne ss has
at begun snd what is our positiom? Cur nomal 119 u:;fml and wa have
1o feer of the nerve campaigm or another mort of campaign which mey be
foreed upom us. Ve Bre pot hungry, we work, we increase production and
¢ sleep guietly. OCan our western meighbor say as much?" Hurjer Warsowski
“porte paveral cnsss of Corman soldiers desertin: and flesing into Poland.

L1210, 28 Mmy, 1939,

The fromtier incidents of the pest week have furthar
inoreaged the tension batwesn Poland and the Froe City, though in Denzig
iteelf today nothing ocould bs more pesceful. A1l the fighting is beliewed
ta howve been begun by the Danzig Nezis; howswver, All Danzig papors
[f=zi sontrolled)] deseribe the incidents as "inapired nnd mocomplighed by
“ATEAW," One writes that "the ruthors of the murdsr et Imlthof should ba
lynchad but DEpzig eitizens ere Alseiplined apd thay amait the Fuhrer's
‘ocision,” Some cireles belisve that the object of the erisinel msimek
on the Polish custams of fice was %o nermit the undetscted passage of 40
rotor trucike from Zast Prussia into the Free City cerrving rrma. It is
raported that smuu-ling of Arms on & large scale is being dons even ocroas
tha Corridor, from Jermmny., They are said to be equiprent for the 22,000
Browhshirts now in Danzig.

With the osteptatious ceremonies hold at the funeral of the
glain Nezil and the fiery speaches of the Sennte President Creiser rnd
Farty losder Forster efteareards, 1ittle hops can ba held for any peacefiul
mttlament in the near future.

At Czaw, the fropntisr station for Poland, Denzig and Eaat
Prussie, two syusds of Folish soldisrs wers posted mat the gwte entrance on
the Polish sida, The habitual conversations mtwean the dif’erent customs
ofZicers ware lnokine.

fur Consul, in agmerent with the opinion of the British
Zongul, states thet & plabascite for the Frea City ls out of the questim
simes such A& move would csuss the Polss %o mareh in end start the Tireworiks.
“orlin knows this and therefors welks warily, thus putiing herself on
tha defensive. oDecidedly Foland holds the whiphend st pressat.

Dr. Burkhardt, the Lesgus High Comiissioner, returned this
rorning but with no open emas %o receive him, He is celled a seccnd
Ganeimen rnd appears to be unwanted by all hends.

LS WGELy 1 Juoa 1938,

The nop-aggmession poct with Germany, forced down
the Danish throats for purely Germén ressons, hss todny been subsiited for
ntification, The addendum, surprisingly insisted upom by Demmerk is to her
sredit and is probably the most important part. This reserves her richt
to continue trads with third parties even if Germany is ot wor with one

if them.

SERLIN, 3 June, 1939,
Deppie the fact thet megotistions with Foland &re being
1
pressad, no pettlement of the izzue ie in alght, Hevartheless, the gpeumid
outlock 'u volosd by diplamatie eircles is for Ao undistarbed samar. The
afma internel herdships exist o8 ever but the writer cbeorved a ssemingly
2
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happlor attitude in the people, Vhen I recaried this to verious Gensacs
end /maricuns, I received the stme astcnishing reply - the sun had been out
thres days,

In & conversation with the chief of the Nezi foreign news burosu,
be smphasized Hitler's method of building up & process for six oonths and
atriking sudienly. Iater om he referred to the Fulrer's genercus sclutiom
offermd to Polend und esivd me Aif I thought the corrider mcross the corridor
would be obtained, Vhea I replied "not without a fight,” ke laughed and
pointed out that Comany in hor conguests of the post five years hed not found
it noecessary to fight. I enswersd with & reference to Poland's far better
position than the previous wictims, at which ha ahowed some anger but allowed that
this was known and es & result the Fuhrer d4id sctually eppeer hesitant.

He called Beck an unintelligent parson only pulling down trouble on his country,
Ee claimed Folish economic diffiecultiss cuuld o8 solved by plaving ball with
the Feich. Thet emused me - make hor two sed outlets (Danzig and Gdynis)
depandent on Berlin's whims and her ecomomie sitwation wes solwed, So I

told him to forget his role of writing for outside consumption and talk ssnge.
To my smepement, he guve ms snswer to thet thet I could expect & most importemt
event in Septacber. Prossed for deteils, he shut up like & olem and appearsd
to regret the statement.

It is rumorsed in fcreipn circles hecw that in mcoept weeks &
consentation of the greater »ert of Cermany’s er=y hes been sccamplished on
the eestern frontisr in & slow &nd quiet manner, This could not be warified,
Howewer, later in The Higue, the writer 4id hear that the military activity
on the Peich side of the frontisr seemed to be decreased,
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The parade of the German veterans of the Spanish revolution
was held Juns 6th and oonsisted of about 2000 sallors and
15000 soldiers. The sailors were from the DEUTSCHLAND, seversl
dsstroyers and submarines which took part im: the war., According
to the Cerman press, the DEUTSCHLAND was attacked by Red air
forces and suffered several casualties. BSmall boys carrisd
three hundred placuss bearing the pames of those who lost their
lives in this ocempalgn, apparently %o symbolize the fact that
thers ars plenty of German youths growing up to takt the place
of those who heve made the supreme sacrifice for their oountry.
A Germam lady opined that t:is was a besutiful thought. Aeccord-
ing to a very reliable source the desigm of these plaques was
made by Hitler himsslf.

Op Juns &th. the writer attended a dimner for six, two
of the guests being a German colonel and his wife. The conver-
sation Boon turned to the international situation emd remained
there for two hours. The Germens, echoing Hitler, blemed the
present situation upon the failure of the democrecies to rectify
ths mistekes of the Versailles Treaty. Other pertinent remarks
by the Germans wersa as follows: - that their remarkable rescovery
sinee the world war has definitely eatablished them as a superior
rage and that they oen not see why as such they should not have
thelr share of territory end colonies and that they were
definitely golng to get them; that Cgecho-Slovekia was annexed
because they could not tolerata the trectment of the German
minority there nor could they stand by and see that country made
into a military and eir base of Hussia and Frenoe; that Germany
had no intersst in France and that they would not take back
Alsage-Lorraine as a gift; that the treatment of Garmans in
Folend was becoming worse every day and thet somsthing would hawve
40 be dons ebout 1t very sood. They admitted that the economice
structure of Cermony was very weak and that no one knaw how long
they could continue without additional rescurces and tarritory.
They stated that no one in Germany wanted war but when asked if
toey were willing to risk & war in order to get what tHay con=~
gidared saserntial new territory, they stated they 414 not know, F
They would alsc not commit themsalves upon how ruch terrltorTy =
they thought Germeny would reguire for 1ts ieeds. Whan asked
why the Cerman Jovernrment encouraged an incressed birthrats they
shengad the subject. [The writer has put shis question to
numerous Germans and Itzliens end has received only one reply -
whioh was from the Italisn Naval Atteché in Poris and was some-
what es followsi ™"Just as the United Statas excels in the
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produstion of autouobiles, I
bedbies. IS is our mn“mu::}.-;_'if“l' in the production of

I adviscd the Colonel that I had heard in France
that the Germans in their effort to train pilots to keep up
with production of planes wers averaginc about 40 fatel
casualties a month. He replied that thess figures were much
too high but that he would estimete about 15 per month.

The consensus of opinion in the Embossy was that war
was not likely to break out this summar. It was reported that
the Gernans have issued an order for the usa of the army in
assisting of the harvesting of the erops. It is therefore con-
sldered wery unlikely that they are planning any military moves
until after the hurvesta,

The following experisnces wmhich may or may not ba
indicative of the enti-American feeling in Germeany are includsd
as a matter of intersst. OUn entering Germany the customa officers
insisted that I open =y bagzage for inspection. It is realized
that the courtesy of the customs is a courtesay and not a pri-
vilege but this im the firat time in erossing a border in surops
that I have been caked to open my bagzage. On the return trip
tmo officers came through the train und aztared the compartment
in which wa were the only passengera, and asxed us to stap out
into the passage WeY. Thay then nede a very minute inapection
of the entire compartment apparently in search of money or nar-
actios. Picturos were recoved froc the wells, esh trays and
purtains examined cnd wire hooks run throush the edgea of the
upholstering. They dii not, however, make any ragueat to lnapect
my beggege. On leaving our compartment. they walked on through
the car and got off the traim. Apnerently our cowy artmen t Was
the only one which was searched on the car and posaibly on the
train. Unlike tha customs officer who had inspected my luzoege
on entry irto Germany, these officers were very pollte and seamad
somewhrt emb-rresscd with their task.

In Darlin, the Nevel Atteohd made an appointment with
idrirel Rasder to receiwve me cnd to deliwver e lotter from our
Secretary of the Navy. Upon orrivel at the Kavy Depnrtmant I was
raad to remain in the veception room while the Admiral recelved
the Novel attechd. After about twenty minutes I was recelved by
the Chisf of Staff. The Naval Attachd advised ma thet Admiral
Basder had rofused to gee Asslstant Attechis on previous ocacalons.
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POLITICAL EVENTS , WEEEK ENDING 28 AUET, 1939, Sk

The "war of nerves™ bas again besn startsd during the past week with
an increassd impstus. Polish atrooitiss, in t @ press, are ostensibly
incressing, snd the poor, uanfortunate Gemman oitizens living in Foland
and Denzig are theorstically the prey of gangsters and cansibels. Such
news-1tems have besn overworimd, though, and their efficsoy is now much lesa
than it was during the Czeschoslovak crisis last September.

Mors and more signs, howsver, are pointing to & gonfersnce om the
Danzig question. The visit of M, Burckhardt, the Lsagus of Nations High
Commissioner to Danzig, to Hitler and Ribbentrop, ommbioed with the series
of visits botween Cifno, Hitler and Ribbentrop, sll see=m to lead to the belierl
that & sonference might be welcome. Although the results of the talls betwean
Oimno and Hitler were not published, the gemeral concensus in Frence is thet
they were & warning fram Italy to Cemmany to go slow; that Iwmalian publie
opinion was not yet ready to follow Oermany implioity in & genemal War over
Danzig, and that Italy preferred that the Central Zuropesn and Balien
sltuations be clsared up first, At all events, 0o matisr what ocoours, it
appears thet Mussolini is ajain in & position to offer a compramise at the
last minute, & compromise which may be eagerly and willingly sccepted by all
partiss to the dispute.

Meanwhile, the geme goss mer-ily om with Germany announoing tbat the
Danzig apd Corridor questions must be pattlsd favorably to Oermany; the
Foles t replying that Danzig, & necesulty to Foland, will never be given
up; and the British oalling & special meating of the Cabinet to assurs
themsslyss and overyone slse once Again that Britain will support Foland
{sn sssurenoe, incidentally, o which no ome places &n under smount of
confiance), Meanwhils, Gemman troops on *papsuvers” move toward the Folish-
Comman fremtisr in a1l its length. The makings of & number cos orisis are
all asssmbled, but it is now thought that the next step, either backward
or forward, will develop with the spesch Hitler is scheduled to give at
the Tannembarg Celsbratiom om Sunday, 27 August. In that speech is supposed
%o occur the information regarding the mext steps in the Danzig otisis.

Informatiom received just bafore mailing this report is to the sffect
that following the publicatiom of the Cersan-Russisn non-agression pact, Hitler me
my make & demawohe against Foland around 25 August. It is felt, however,
that whils positire movessnts looking to the insorporaticm of Danzig ianto
the Beioh will be made, the date of 25 August is a little too soom.

The attempt of Hitler to draw Hungary unressrvedly into the realm
of the axis powers seems %o have mat & cheok., The Fungarisns are undoubtedly
willing to play with anyond who will help them, but not at the pacrifice of any
Hungarisn indepencence, and not merely for the sake of playing along. The
Hungarisn Minister of Agrisulture, M. Eokhardt ,stated that Hungary wishes
to pursus her sourss in & frisndly collaboration with all her traditiooal
d, This is, admittedly, a diffioult thing .
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to do, and the visit of Count Czaky, the Hungarian Foreign Minister, to Rome
was probably to obtain Ttalian support in earrying out such plans.

In Moscow, both the political negotiations for the Anglo-fussian
accord and the stalf tallks betwsen the French, British, and Soviet repressntatives
came to another tesporary halt., Nelther of the parties could agree, and
neither would, for the present, conceds anything. Weanwhile, to add to the
complaxitiss of the sitvation, Germany and Russia announced the completion,
on 20 August, of & trade treaty. By the terms of this agreement Germary
furnished a credit of two hundred million marks to the Soviets, for the
purchase, within the next two years, of machines and manufactured articles,
In exchange, during the sa~e tire, Russia agrees to supply 180 =illions of
marks of rew materials to Cermamy.

Coming directly on the heels of the trade treaty, ceme the announcement
of & Gearman-Russian non-agpression pact. With the comnletion of this accord,
the chances for an Anglo=-French-Soviet accord have dwindled to the vanishing
point, The probabilities of the conclusicon of & Russc—Oerman pact have been
previcusly reported, and with this publie announcement it seems that Stalin
ard his helpers have sizply been toylng with the British and French for manths.
The successful conclusion of this accord, however, avolds for Germany, the
possibility of a war against sajor opponents on two fronts sisultanecusly.
Harr von Ribbentrop is to leave for Momcow on 23 August to sign the mccord,
and undoubtedly after the signature more details will be made publiec.

In the Japanese discussions, the stiffening of the British attitude
has caunssd favorahle reactions in France. Several French sources have
that it was the denunciatieon by the United States of the commercial treaty
with Japan that ensbled the British to act firmly, Whatever may have been the
cause, the talks in Tokyo were discontinued "by mutual consent.,® Immedid ely
afterwards it was stated that ths Japanese military commanders in Tien-Tsin
will have full authority regarding the blockads of the British concession
in that place., At the sama time, the Japanese army announced that a blockade
on the land borders of Hong-Xong would be instituted to prevent “war supplies
from being delivered to the Chinese.®
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The following notes, sampiled by & member of the staff of this office,
are forsardsd as submitted:

. t Es « In sdditiom to the BE,000 msm om
aotive ¥ a 9,000 already mobilised since 1958 erisis)
it is satimated that the Navy has mobilized about 75,000 men, ineluding all
spepinlist ratings.

Ages of mavy men mobilized are mostly in the younger bracksis - 25-38,

Word from Brest indicates that Brest is being evacuatsd, dus %o fear of
bombing maides on military cbjectives, but that the towm is full of mavy
personnsl loafing around, In the coastal ssmaphors stations, where the
war scmplement is about & men, thers are BO men on duty. A large mmber
of the young navy men are transferred to aviation bases for tmining. Very
few of the members of the merchant marine, or fishing industry, have been
ctlled to active service. Crews for ships buillding have been ordered to the
yards, though ships not near esompletion, to help out with materials,

MWL Trawlsrs which can bs replsced by sail yawls, as well
ag other ion oraft availsble, are being taken over by the navy for
patrol work in the obamnel. It is expscted to utilize the older mem (35-80)
on this job.

ﬂwﬂa_lh&'—*iﬂ- There is an moute shortege of blanksts
and bedding - om 1T of hotel bedding end blenkets have been requisitiomed
and advertisements are in the press offering to purchass blankets at prices
of B0 to 180 francs, dspending om size and quality. Word received from &
soldier mobilized stated that his company was sleeping oo straw, using amy
orercéats for blankets, and that & good many of the troops caught cold,

Bhoss sod olothing fectories are woriking day and night to eateh up
with shortags of suppliss.

Food s (Bs « Word received from soldiors at the fromt statess I"
tﬂ%'{_uf t is -m'ﬂ llent and 100% better than that served to troops in the |
iorld war, L
-
[ Felisatb « & postal oard receiwved from & sergea
in % 't state t e far as the eys OoAn reach me OAD e

emmmition piles &nd, eontrary to the last war, the byword was "not to spare
smmunition om the enesy.”

. A member of the dmerican Legion informed & member of this
os t son witnessed the arrest of a Oarman spy dressed in & French
uniform (posing ns & Alsscisn), who is accused of spresding rumors of

Frensh dead and wounded ecming in from the fromt., Notei The Fremeh
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ars not publishing any figures on dead and wounded.

Eritish Help (Fmirly relisbls). One hears quits frequently in cafes Frenohmen
making remaris, more ar leas jokingly, that the Eritish will do the talking
whils the Frenchmen 4o the fighting. Hote: An official notice was published
to-fay ordering the arrest of anyone oriticising the BEritish or Polss

in comneotiom with thair conduct of the war, The anti-Britishers, sspescially
the fairly well-to-4o, blame the "City" for England's help to the Foles

in order to stave off Jorman fipancial and eeoncmio pemstration in the Palimns, |

Gas Masis (Pairly Belisble]. Rumors huve it thet caly the large ccogested
cition have gns masks., Uoe =an stated that in his village ouly the Mayor
has & gas mAsk and that, oo the staps of the village ohurck last Sunday, ke
gave an exhibition on the use of the mask to the delight of the small willage
population.

Mﬁf_&r_}u_(mj_. It is statod that cnly %cwns and oitiss iz the
War Teglom oircles coming Within the secps of anti-airoraft protection have
A.A, guns. A =an stated that be perscoally verifisd that the lerge olty

of Clarmont-Ferrand 4id not have ooe Apti-airoreaft gun, and further remarked
that the Germens eould sasily verify this and fly over the city of Clemmont-
Ferrand and bomb 1t at their leisure.

Tasmpl t (Fa Fmlisble). Sinos the date of mobilisation the shook %o
industry was so great that unsmployment bas inoreassd, notwithstanding the fmet
that 3,500,000 men were taken away from industry. Converaing with & manager of &
smAll comstruction company om the ressom for unsmploymsnt, 1t was stated:

(a) Sinee the last war, French infustry is mors or lass "ohain® and
®machinery”; lence, the closing down of the sutire plant whan mly &
fow kny men leave, At the beginning of the lagt war, the Frenoh
workman was atill of the "hasssr and echissl® type and po breakdown

in heavy machinery toock place.

(b) Large -rench plants, especially automobiles plants, wers not
prepared for cooversiom to war work; henoe; ocomplste shut down for
a short pericd prior to opening up for govermment work - trucks,
tractors, ammunition, ottt

{a) Through fear of inflatad riss in pricea, meny large atores willingly
shut down to open up later with war prices marked up.

{4) Evecuation dus %o fear of possible air maids (scmothing uninows in
iast war] has cleased the big eities out of wamen and ehildrem; hence, the
stagnation of business in districts which were once flourishing centers.
All this btrought unsaployment lo seny ipfustriss catering to congestsd

dimtriots. = _—
Fr— i e s B L i B i g ol P i it e e o b Tt e b S —— ————

[ e ﬁ.h%ﬁﬁl:‘ L B | RO = [ i 3 Al ™ T Et na
: ‘-mh‘t‘lﬂlﬁh-—;timlrL_dT_:_ hhl"“lr_‘l-“' “1 = Iﬁi .....
e IRRFRREE

of i . o T Femeintin, E’mmhﬂ‘--:w Prg—p—
=D - i



-
-

WL ISSUED BY THE INTELLIOEMNCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF OF

MAVAL OPERATIONS, MAVY DEFARTMENT
ATTACHE'S REPORT
s g 1 e e e b g pna o X1t b 0 e e

From...Y .. .. Due 37800t 105 goiaiNo . 581 FileNo 800
byl LTy 4k~
Bource of information : s :
BUBJOE
-Em‘hw: b&ﬂd_;ﬂ;ﬂwﬂ'lﬂ——j‘_—-ﬁlﬂh
& SR -
& i s RS
\ beeirs. mesar, -. A 2 _-I_\:.'.'l o
¥b ¥ -El_ - - -
French hopes of rioans jo limb It is surprising to hear from

many French people, some through ignorance and other through press propaganda, t
question, "What is Americe golmg to do; when is sl going to dsolie?™

A good many peopls mistook the President's address to Congress om
the neutrality law for & clsar out demAnd for kmerican partisipation in the war
This was partly dus %o the headlines in the French press: "Amerioa Pronounces |
To-morrow]® A membar of this offics, who went to a nesarby store the day prior
to the President's message, was immediately sccosted by the propristor, who
said, "When is Amerioa golng to deeids - now is the time before it is too late
1 se¢ Roossvelt has postpomed his messags until to-morrow,.” This men sctually
balisyad that the President's address was to be & demand for smerican participgtion
in the war, When I explained that it was merely to remove an smbargo so that
we oould sell war supplies, he pnoarly kesled over and remeried, "Tou'rs out
for business.*

Fremier mg%u—'- Cabinet (Bumora). A meaber of this office listensd to &
conversation (& mewspaper reporter, who just came from the Chember of Deputies,
444 tha talking) on dissension within the Daladier Cabinet. Bs stated that
Daladisr himeslf was known, by his olose frispds, as a "weakling™ and that

ke mover A1d anything without msking the edvice of pecpls weaker then himpslf -
Bomnet, Sarraut, ate, It was stated thet Daladisr was aritisised for oot
taing stringsnt war measurss immedistely upon mobilization, vizs: lssue of
ration carda, gascline ocards, suppresaion of ecmunist party, sto.

It was stated that the present war called for & "military™ man in the
form of a Diotator &t the head of the goveroment, and that such wealklings as
Bonnet, Sarraut, ete,, should be put asids. Daladier, being a Mejor in the
Eepervs, was aven suggestsd for pramotiomm to a high renk and, conjoimtly with
Geperal Oemelin, ke over the govermment for the duretiom of the war,

The newspaper man stated that this plan was pending and that this was
the real resscn why the War Cabinet was not formed. It was also remarked that

no oo can agres on former Premier Flandin being in any cabinet,

Tt was stated that Osperal Ommelin stated that Frence must find &
Olsmemossy as wall as & Osperal Fooh mnd that pressure was being brought to bear
on Daladisr, by military =en, to act before the fighting commenced. It was
resarksd that the only capdidate for Clsmemceau's job wes Apdres Tardieu, who is
at pressnt osar dsath in & hospital, wut that Terdisu so deaplsed the group
of *weaklings® iu the Chamber that he would not sccept the job under Any am-
dikican,

criticiss was alsc made to Premisr Dalsdier mbout men receiving wages
of 100=180 franca psr day in war industriss when they oould vary sasily be
mobilized and receive ammy pay, thus saving the paition millions in high salaries,
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not to mention the affect om morels of the troops.

It was stated that the French General Staff complainsd of
the "sitting on the fence™ of Italy as interfering with military operations
and that & decision must be resched. It was remaried that the opinion of the
Chamber was that Italy will remain strietly neutral and that Ceneral Frapnco has
impressed upom Mussolini the importance to Spain of kesping the war out
of the Mediterranean unlsss he was ready to see Spain retum to a stats of
chaod.,
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German invasion of Holland. -
Probable Invasion of Balgium.
German ohances of sucoeass in military opsrstions. 0

Execution of Bpiles.

Diseipline 1n .
Corsicans as Patty Offiocers.
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ohutes, dropping behimnd French liul.*ﬁ

The following notes sompiled by a member of the staff of this

offise, 1o emversation with a newspaper sditor ank Army Captainm,
ara forwarded as submitted ;

t It was stated that a German in-
vasion (peas submits) was accapted as a fast by
the Freneh Command. HReasons wers dsfined as follows:

(e) Hollamd sould defend herself but temporarily
sgainst a German attask;

(b) At a pesos oonferenes German ocoupation of Holland
would be a trump card agains® England ;

{e) In addition to giving Germany s near soast %o Englemd,
1% would send to kesp the battlagromnd out of Germany;

(d) Ho immedixte mssistance ocould be b ht to the aid
of Holland, either from Franoe or and,

It was remarked that the recent declamtion of
a Martial Law in Eolland was dus %o the Germsns informing the
Duteh of the "sbmolute necessity” of Germany invading Holland
in order to pressys peaes and maintain ordsr on its barders ,
The Duteh wers supposed to have been informed that as 1t was im—
possible for them to remain atriotly neutral (trede with Englemd
and helplessnsss to prevent soemy airerafy passing over thelir
sountry), Germany was cbliged in self defense %o cooupy stratsgle

points of the sountry.

{ The question of invasion of
oo the success and military results obiained

um ¥ pen
by cecupation of Holland.
The French Military smthoritiss wers of the
opinion regarding Belgimm 1
(a) Germany would not invads Belgium until the Spring

of 1 , Should invasion be finslly dscided upomj |E
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(»] mammnu-ﬂnrno:ntmttm
will have to fight the smtire Franoh Army aho
they iavads Belgiwm, but it is wery probabla that
n-L:uul.ﬁ prefar to meet the Frensh om opem battle
fia of Belgium rather them rush the Maginot Lins;

(#) The Fremeh General Staff would prefer (mctually
hoped) that the Germams will atteampt to invede Bel-
g— B0 af to sstablish a battlarfisld for the war.

iz faot was mown to the Germans who would prefer
oot to add Belgium to a possible list of enemies but
see no other d ternative but the Naginot Line .,

LT
[] orma rom UaTmany was the affwat
that the probable chanoes of failure oescupied the German High
Command more than the chanosas of sucesss, as =as the oase im
the world war. The very young officers in the Germam Army, as
well as the extrems Eaxis, believed in the rapid success of the
Germsm forces as in Folend, but the High Command sntertainsd no
illusions as to what to sxpect from the Allied Armies.

It was stated that the French Ganeral Btaff is
2till a little uncertain as to what to sxpect from Germsan Avia-
%iem, but no doubt remmins as to the sxeellent chances of am
irreparable dsfeat 'for the Germen Army in any form of attask om
Frmoe .

t Referenoce was made to the sxecution of
5Py (foermer Captain in Germam Army), and it was
remarked that the military tribucals are in permansnt sessiom
onses of esploomge ; that ¥ spies were shot at Naney, and
4 at o8 since outbreak of war.

was = A% T
from parachutes, bahind Frenoh lines, have ccourred : two
wers dropped in lower Alsace (both arrested), smd two Iﬂpr‘
in a forest near Lyons snd still at large in the forest. t van
remarked that similar casss ccourred in Scotlamd, but wers kept

quiet by the British .
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From all mocounts the Germans are preparing for
mass dropping of aviators from parschutes in Holland.

W It was stated that morale, and

!:” salp ; "ol a% & high piseh in the Franch Army .
wavar, dus %o loaction of the troops thers were EASS cales

of "jumping ship® svery Saturday. FPatrels have besn incorsased

at all stations to arrest man lsarving »y traias, but a good maay

sscaped. Punishment for this offense was 10 days sxtra duty

in the working squad. It was remaried, just as im the last war,

that many false passeswers obtained under assumed names (coating

5 o 10 frencs) and one had just %0 fix it up =i th the Corporal

at Bunday morning roll call to avoid detsetion; men generally

returned by Monday moming .

Bpeoinl military polise are in the
big cities and are authorized to demand from soldisrs their
passas. It was stated that you sould give them any name, as
*Jean Durani”, as writtan oo the false pass, and by the time
investigation took plase, with sonstant troop movements amd
changes in regiments, Six months could sasily elapse only %o
report that no "Jean Dursmt” or a dezen "Jean Durants®™ passed
through the cemp in the intervening period .

W ¢t Mention was made of the memy

cans, moatly resnlisted msm, holding nom-eommissioned posts
in the regular French Army. It was stated that they wers "hard
boiled® and disliked by the Fremch Troops. No Corsiean petty
offisers wers detailed to regiments of Frenochman recalled %o
solors, but were usually retained with the msn perfoming obli-
gatory military servios. It was stated that the Corsiesns liked
anything but work and that sush professions s Fimps, White
Slavers, Drug Sellers, Gangsters, and Eobbers werse 1ized
by Corsicans. That meny of the criminals, supposedly Italisns
dus to the names, were icans.

It was remarked that whem Italy,
sarly in 1959, demandad the returm of Corsiea, French Poliese
headquarters expressed the opinion that Franes would bs the
galner in the lomg Fum to tum Cﬂ:ii? over to Mussolimi and let
him handle the eriminsls. _— -7
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Gemsral situatiom 4=10 Now, 1939 Military activity remains prectically nil -
Air sctivity bas increased smong pursuit and reconnaissance plonss, bul: no
bombe dropped om Frence or Jermany - German reconnaisssncs planss have flown
over Paris recently and dropped trackts = In bigeest alr battls to Sate, §
Frenoh Curtiss plapss attacked 27 German Messersoimidts % ‘
-, no ocssel = Qerman invasion of Holland and Belgiom
sxpected by French suthoritiss - sarly snpows in Switzerland lecsen Ssnger of

rapid invasi -
HE&I ’l:ll-l. n:mm: t ﬂr:.r.;ﬂ naw OJepssn guns of great ealiber and

During this pericd, as previcusly, military activity in the semnse of
combat cpareticns bas besn nil. Alceg the agtual fromt, thers bas besn omly
slight movement of patrols om both sidss, There have been no sttmoks but oo
& oireulstion in "no-men's land®, and these patrols, from sither side, have
naver been larger in mumbers tham s sectiom (36 men). Ho great euricaisy
bas besn displayed by thess forces; in most cases they have besn sontent %o
reuAin &t & considsrable distapnce from the posliions of the adwmpoe-guards of
the two armies, The greatest of any of thess looal succsssss was cbtained by
& Garman patrol which after some artillsry preparation occupisd & hill, first T
held by the Fremch, slavea kilomaters southwest of Plrmasens. E

AT

'
Alir sotivisy bas inoressed sozewbat but only smong the pursuit and =

reconnaissance planss - there still have mo bambs dropped #ither on Franos by | =

the German planss or oo Oersany by Fremch planss, OCermén recomnsissancs p ]

havs flown orer Paris with increassd frequeney during the last few days and

have dropped trects and pamphlets. In the largest air battls of the war to

dnte, nine French pursult plenss {Curtiss) surprised a formatiom of tweaty-

seven Msgsersohmidts and downed nine of them, with no losses among the Fremeh.

The Fremoh Armmy reportsd that it palisved that an inveasion of Holland,
and perbaps Belgium, would gocur om sither the 1lth, lEéh or 1lS5th of Hovember,
and there wers large movemsnts of troops from the sastern fromtisr of Franoe
to the morthern frontier, During & visit to Werdun on 10 Novembar, &
coluzmm of one hundred ssventy-thres trucks and armored cars, all heading toward
the northern border, was cbeerved, But, so far thare have been mno (o rean
movements sither against Holland, Belgium or the Maginot Lins, although the
Jerman Army is 80 soncsntrated that an advanos sgainst sither or all of these
points can ba launched at & pomént's notice, Early soows in Switzarland now
geem to precluds any large rapid movemsnt through that eountry.

The ssa front activities sontimus as they were with no great ohange
notiseable on either side. Anti-subsarins patrols have bean apparently sffective
in keeping submArinss down ae the amount of merchant shipping sunk has fallen

greatly.

The French Nary Seccnd Buresu has informed thism office that they
have received reports that the Osrmans ars now buillding types of two now higs
guons in the Erupp plant at Eosen, Ooe of thoss puns is statesd to te & El-ineh
oannon to be used against the Maginot Lins fortificatioms. The otler gun is
to be an B-ineh gun, with & barrel 34 meters (11l fest] long and to havs &
range of 160 kilameters (98 milss). The naval suthorities eontinued that,
though reports of the guns soptionad Above Wers very precips, they were inelined
to Aisbelisve that any oanaom of this size were undsr eonstruction.
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Appsal of Balgispn apnd Holland rulers first grested with surprise; Fremcs
and England's repliss naturally not scosptabls %o Germeny; Russo-Finnish
negotiations broken off, situstice tenss - Russis imposing "war of nerves”
oo Finns; Bussisn influsnce paid to be spreading in Balians; demtrobe

dus to posaibility that Ruseis may snter actively in war on side of Cernmny
iz the spring.

et B

In political movements, the appsal &f the rulsrs of Balgium end
Bollapd, locking toward the sstablishment of peacs, was, at first, grested with
surprise, but later with an undsretanding of their positiom, which is such

that they could do nothing elss. The answers to the peaoce note of the two
peutmal powars wers immediately given by M. Lsbrun end King Oeorge and, s

wos expected, constituted & refusal to oame to Any terms with the pressnt Jerman
%, without firet obtaining full restitution of Czechoslomidia, Austria
and Poland - terms which, of course, are sotirely inscceptable to Oermény.

e Russo-Finnish negotintioms heve broken down complotely with the
return of the Finnish delsgation to Finland, Conditicoos are still tense
betwsen tha two sountriss, but it is belisved that thers will be no actual
bostilities betwesn them for soms time, According to some plausible but
unverified reports, the Fussisns telisve that & contimuatiom of the "wmar of
nerves®, foreing Finland to eomtinus spending much money on mobilization and
Asfenss mesasures, will in & fow months' time lsad Fioland izto eapitulation
without the pesd of smploying any Rusaisn armed forces.

French Army Intelligence reports are to the effect that Ruselmn
pegotiation and influsncs are spreading in the Ballmns, partioularly in Bulgaris,
Thess sems sources stats that & oosbined Soviet-Pulgar demarche ageinst
Boumenis would pot be entirely unsxpscted im the nsar future. The Arsmy
authoritiss added that coe resscn for the pressnt quist in any military
operations is that thare is & possibility that Pussia may ocnelude s definite
military mlliance with Germary, &nd sater actively the war in the apring.

e 11
K L 11652 Bet NE aad BT o
B, 1078
W 9 '!_q

OG0 letter, My,
By BLR ;-l:r.-__“_.p'._-l-'-:-—-

e e e L L e L L ]

A-BC-DnE
R ﬁwﬂ.&halm e B R man e ok (ran can | R (Sak | as e (B R0

el
e o] B e T e =] [

Dl o Bt wl1 U Hemen
o = -‘H.'H Imnﬂll ﬂﬂﬂﬁw- l'ﬂ-ll-'_h':rl.!ﬂ B N i Gl

ada [ L ————



[} i

g IMUID BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF
““ﬂmmmwM "

A G-
ATTACHE'S REPORT= /277 ¢1¢/%)

ﬂ‘.t‘l'w—‘mm:ﬂﬂ’drﬁw"__' o e enii e
Oenaral Situation E3=ET Nov., 19391 Activities during period, m fromt
davold of snything spectacular; bad weather partly the m;*m u'n
concentration remains seme; belisved Oermans will make no offensive in near

future; on sea Cermans have sunk several British, Polish snd neutral ships;

"petce” pamphlets distributed during "black-outs®jindirest sabotage in

French feotories; Sovist-Fionish disputs flares up again - probably another
stap in cempaign of "narves” %o induoe Finns to ocapitulste; Soviet war visssls
in Esthonien harbor of Tallimm -

In this four-day periocd since the last repors, land, air and sea
aotivitiss bave been quisscent as befors. Military movemsntsa bare bean
limited to & few sgmall patrol actisms, and airplanes, sven reconnaissance,
bave been reduced in number:; In & large part, this has been cauped by
the prewailing bad weather, which has been stormy, ineluding rin and
snow, high gusty winds, ste.

The Cerman Army is still eoncentrated as before, with the great mass
of German troops divided into two main parts, cne oomoentrated to the north
of ‘Aix-la-Chappslle, and the other betwsen the Ehine and the Mosslle. The
othar sections of the Western Front are wery thinly held by the Oersans.
The French hawe now identified ninsty-four sotive Gersan divisions along -
the Western Front, and, although it is belisved that no great Germsa "
offensive will occur in the pear future, their foroes are still so
placed that man attack against sither Folland or Freamos could be started
at practically & moment's notiowe.

Faval sctivity has besn confined to the sinking by sitler Oerman
mines of submarines of several more Eritish, Polish and nsutral shipe,
and of oomsidsrable damage to the British eruiser "EELFAST®, In this
conmeotion, it is of interest to note that the Derman redic bromdeast
pews of the damage to the "EELFAST® on Wednssday, which was finally admitisd
by the British om Saturdey morning. \

4 1

On ths Prench internal fromt, although the Commmist Party has been |
of fioially forbidden as &n organization, thers is much olandestine
Commmnist agitation. During & recent ™alerts®, when the city of Faris was
tlacked out, the French Foreign Office reportsd that mt least two automcbiles
wars dashing arcund the city throwing out Comsunist trects, ealling for
peace, Also, it has been reported from severml reliable sources that in
ths larges factoriss, sven those working on govermment war-time orders,
thers is & oonsiderabls smount of labor Camunistie propaganda being
spread, and indirect sabotage, taking the form of slowing down oo work

is ocumonm.

The Sovist-Finnisk dispute has flared up aghin with the Russian olsim
that Tinnish troops bad fired om and killsd seven Russisn soldisrs, along
the comnom border., FRether thanm the prelude to an armed attack, however,
this is probably only another step in the oampaign of nerves %o induce the
Finns to capitulate without sny war, The Second Bureau of the Fremsh Navy
has informed this office that, &t the pressnt time, (5 Hovsmber) the follow-
ing Sovied naval vespels are in the port of Tallinm in Esthonia; 11 submarines,
£ dsstroysrs, 5 gusboats and & tanker, Howaryer, as Tallinn freszes over
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protests against Blotkads being sxtendsd nm—mﬂ goods - oontinues
to supply Oermany with supplies - Fremeh army is suthori¥y for report
that sometisme in futurs Bussis will move against Roumania

Sheet B

during the winter, this detashment ::w:l.d being frossn in, will hawe to leave
that place shortly and return either to Leningred or go to some loe-fres port
in the Western Baltie,

Latest reports fram the French Army Intelligenos Sectiom coment om .
the unfavorabls attitude taken by Italy in eomtinuing to supply Oermsany with
materials and in protesting against the extension of the allisd bloekmds to
German sxport goods carried in peutrel ships. This Italian attitude , however,
is ot taken to mean that Italy will partisipats in the war as an ally of
Germany, even though Mussolini has announced the Italias position as one of
*non-belligereney’ not "peutrality®.

The Army is also suthority for the meport that somatims in the
future, protably mot until spring, & Russian move against Bousanis, looking
t0 the recccupation of Bessarabis, is seheduleds It is copsidsred almost
cartain that if the Russisns move against Bessarabia the Hungarisns will
move into Transylwanis,.
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Franos - Oemeral Situation, BY Jemwery - 1 Fehruary, 19403 Five days soversd
this report marked by thres spesches - Mlsdier, Hitlsr, Chemberlain. Dmladi
{ntimated that mew and more severs restriciions and inereassd tamms

Hitler assured listensrs that Oemmmny would be viotorious, Chsmbarlain sid
pothing new, Navel snd military sebivity slight. Osrmen sviaticm now atta

of opinion that there will B+ no more opsrations on Western Trom$ or in Belgiom
gr Holland for long %imej thnnuﬂm-ﬂ'wlhnmlllq
southern bordsr of Poland, to the sastward, through the Dicraine ,the Orimes,

$o0 the Ospomsus and ineluding Roumanis, Ares 0 be sxploited seoncmioally |
with permission from Russis for territary belonging to that country. Ir

will not sooparats, then Bussis and Gersany will eocupy that esountry. o askl
snvisaged in Scoandinavisn soumtriss for the pressnt - they recenily bave in=-
formally agresd to expirt to the Jermeans the raw mberials desired. Navy 1
Intelligence Bureau offisials in substantisl sseord with Army viswpoint.

Navy shows scme tendsnoy to eritisise army for not starting offensive in Seph.
Rmors of impending political ebanses in English and Fremch Oabinets, Efforts
to obtain further informetion on Fremoh aid $o Finland unsuscsssful - publiel
causing Frenoh to mke svery effort %o keep dstails sooret, and it was pabliedd
that stopped Italisn shipments %o Finlmmd through Oemmany. J

Thess five days have witnessed the pronouncement of three spesches by
the leadsrs of the respective warring govermments. D[aladier somwnced the werbal
pattls with a radio broadoast on 29 Jemuary, in whieh he intimated that new aad:
more severs restrioctions, and increased tamatiom, were to be forthooming. On f
50 Jepuary, Hitlsr followsd with = specch, oncs more saying that Garmany had besn
driven into this war by British duplicity, and that in the emd, Cermany would be
vistorious, Om the following evening, Chemberlain broadsast the British wiew
in & specch that was the wealmat of the three and which said practieally nothing
noaw,

Nayal and military sctivities during this period hare been sxtremely
few. Oerman avistion bas commenced attaeking mershant ship eonvoys, and have
reglstersd some successes. On the whole, howsver, military, air and paval
activitiss have not besn.any more numsrcus or declsive than they have beem
previously, although the incressing frequency of German sir attasks oo merchantmen
@Ay presage more continusd operations egainst the English.

The Frenoh Army Oensral Staff have recently beccms the propoments of the
1fsa that there will be no mose operatioms om the Western Fromt or in Delgium
or Hollend for a long time, Ascording to the Second Pureau, the main Osrmen
sffort is noWto bte developed mlong the scutbern border of Poland, to the sastward,
sventually to sxtend through the Ukraine, the Orimea, to the Osaucfsus ond inolude-
ing Rowmepie, It is sald that this area 1s to be sxploited smcessdsd}ly, with
the aid of Germen technieisns and enginsars, permission having bean already
ohtainsd from Busais for this purposs for the territory belonging to that country.
If Roumanis will not parmit this exploitaticn then & eombined Fusmo-Jsarman
cocupation of that sountry is envisaged, but it is felt that this step will
not be required, Heo motion is looked for, at the present, in the Scandinavian
countries, because they recently bave informally agreed to sxport to the Jermans
the rew materials and other products desired.
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In discussing the ebove statement with officers of the Seocnd Bureau
of ths Navy, they woere fommd to be in substantial mcoord with the Army viswpoint,
The naval staff added, howsver, that in such & cape this wer is going to be
& long drewn out aflair, with the probable result a stalsmate, whioh, in effect,
would be & OermAn victory., The navy also shows some tendsnoy to oriticize the
army for not starting an offensive in September, when thers was an opportunity,

Also, in this connection, rumors of impending politjcal chenges in
the English end Frenoh oabinety are daily more prevalsnt. "t is belisved that
when tha changes do come, the British Cabinet will first be’recomstituted, and
aftsrwards the French will make scme changes. All remarks of political changes
ere still only im the mature of rumors, but thess rmors are so wids-spread that
thay cannot be ignored,

With refersnoces to the gquestion of Freneh aid to Finlend, discussed in
Y report #666 of 29 Deo,., 1939, although it is mown that shipments are going
forward, efforts to obtain further specific informstion have so far besn
unsuccessful. It was publisity that stopped Italian shipments to Finlsnd through
Germany, and there are wll foundsd fears that further publioity, such as the
Arerican press announcement yesterday of the arrival in Norway of 40 Erewster
planss for Finlsnd, willsstin result in Cermen mctiom. Thdsr the circumstancss
french officials are making every effort to leep secret the details of the aid
they are giving Finland,
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General Situation - 1-10 February,l940 : 411 quiet during that
E:'lud. in military aotivities .

reass in activities againsat mllied and nesutral shipping .
Difficulties of allies in combatting & .
Alliss not to begin bombing land t‘ugn. until Germans commanss

AWy W

Ab d,l;ln:- of sea targets for Gernens and lack of sea targets
a8 .

st in Fremeh Army at inactivity; may foroe Army to attack
Siegfried lind in the spring .
Frenoh military officials admit that the Allies could not con=
tinue insctive and permit Germany to consolidate her position
in South Bastern Europe. Without offensive in the Aest French
claim war oannot be wom . Army snd naval officers beliave
that atteack on Siegfried line will be a costly affair but stats
thers is nothing elss to be dones . Inaction of Army causing
unrest among civil population also .
Not much accomplished at Balkan Conference ; eventual help from
destern powers 1s considered too remota .
Severs lossas by Finnish irmy in recent fighticg. Finns cay
oot be able to held cut unless help is given . Freoch ballevas
Finnish defenses are commencing to crack.
Eecent Supreme Jar Council decided to provide adequate asaist-
anoe to Finland . CLASSIRED

E O 1185% Sec NE sad KN or (
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Allied naval and military mctivities have continued
their quiet way, during the period 1 - 10 February, with the
greater portion of the delly coumunicués stating ®nothing to
report®. This is varled from time to time by the remark "Limited
patrol aotions are reported® . 4llied alr activities wers also
in an atmoaphere of calm and quiet during these ten days .

German air and naval mctivities sgainst allied and
nsutral ahip, ing were increased, and the curve of sinkings during
the last ten days has taken a sharp upward swing. The allies
fesl thet they are working under considerable difficulties in
ccmbating this perticular form of activity. The Chief of the
Second Bureau of the NHavy infommed the issistant ittmohd that
of course tha French or Britiash would not beglin bombing land
tirgets until after the Germans had coumenced (and also efter
the German numerical superiority in plenes is decreased). Kesan-
whiles ths Germans have planty of ses targets in Frenmch, Eritish,
and neutral merchant shipping and in Allied men-of-war. For
porme reason, illegal werchant ship bombings do not arouse the
horror pmong neutral nations that land bombardments do. The sea-
targeta are denied %o the .llies because, save for submarines,
the German men-of-war saldom appear, and there is no more German

merchant fleset.
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There is a growing unrest among all classes of the Frenoh
at the inmction of the Armies, and this sentiment is becoming so
widespread that the Fremoh military may be forced into making an
attack sgainst the Siegfried Line in the spring. It is the case
of the "war of nerves® which is becoming too much for the natural
.elan of the French. Two membars of the Naval Second Bureau, an
officer of the Army Second Burean, and ancother officer in liasl son
between General Gamalin and the British, have all repeated in the
last week that the French could not go on like this, and allow
Germany to consolidate and organizd Southeastern Europs and Russia
socnomically. If that is done, say the French, the war cannot
be won, and the alternative, since the Germans sesn to have given
up any idea of attacking in the Jest,is for the illles to start
an offensive themselves. Without exception, every Army and Naval
officer questioned about such an offensive, believes that it will
be & costly affair, but the justification is always the same "What
alsa can wa do® . .

The sentiment agalinst the comparative insction of the
Armies is alaso growing among the eilvil population in the rear .
dors France to be invaded, the country would be as one man o0
throw out any invading forces but since that is not ocourring,
feelings are among familiés of the mobilized that the soldiers
ghould be back at business and on the farm.

The recent Conference of the Balkan States 1s felt not
to have been of any more value than to reassert the "status quo®,
but very politely in order not to offend Germany or Russia .
In spesking of this at & luncheon, the kKinister of Colonies told
the sssistant Attaché that there was nothing elss for the Balken
sountries to do exoept to go ahead and try to "oonjurs the two
bogey-men right outside the dcor®™. BEventual help from the Western
Powers was too remote, and meanwhile Germany goss on taldng the
lion's share of Balkan exports, whether the little countries like

it or not -

The Finnish cecpaign goea on, but appeals for help are
mors and more urgent. The French army has stated that unless
serious military help, both men and machines, is supplied quickly
the Finns will not be able to hold out a great deal longer. Finnish
losses both in men, supplies, and position heve been particularly
pavers during the past eight days. Although they are 8till hold-
ing out egainst the Russians, the French Army believes that the
dafenses are comuencing to crack. It ias believed, on good authority
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that one of the questions agreed upon at the Supreme iar Council
Mesting on 8 Fabruary, was that an intensification of effort
to provide adequate assistance to Finlend would ba oade .

[ pifenl=

T w1 I Bt et o L o

hﬁ-|*

o | b s e s o i

.i.;_. ...1..#

RN - = [emere=pe
L e |I-|I|l- Luﬂfl:-li by O, N uhl-ll-lll-. lu.:—-ntﬂmu | il entrs e ple
wl ipping. . e B e Remagiiing #r Pt E_"’

& 8 AprieesEE FEETIEE BRI -



- PR

ML IBSUED ““ﬁ%ﬂ#w
ATTACHE'S REPORT
el L LR T T N T e L L -
From ... Y. Date A APTIL 1940 BerialWo. . 189 g gullos]
Source of information ... Fress, soptacts, perecoal cbasrval ‘:'l s
Bubject . FRANCE i FOLTTICAL TORCES

Reference .................... e A L SO L g o s

uﬂmwr_ﬁ:mmummw-m-

GEERAL STTUATION, 21 Mereb—4 April, 1940, Al e

b

MEd afi Ay B (X

Ho shange in military activitiss since last report, “ ‘ -
Inoreassd air activity dwe to better weatber conditions, ' -V ree MAY 201973
British and Garssans bave sxebangsd bombing rmaids, but om meither side have
Apprecisble results besn obtained,
Baids on Seapa Flow of 16 March said to bave been mush greater than published,
Naval cpermtions also negligible - exvept for month of January, this pericd
showed lowsst losses from subs than mny other sinee begimning of war, Frobably
result of ammber of causts - inereased efficisnsy of anti-submarine med pures ,
inereased use of convoy mystem, and falling off in seffioisney of submarinss
because of less wll-treined orews,
Folitieally, & spall of quiet., Ohsmber rescovemed om £ April; Semate hears
Ewyoaud, new Fremisr, co § April.
Balisved Beynaud Cabinet will ecmtinue %o fumoticn for scme time.
Bslations of Alliss %o meutrals in Europe haws improved mry littls,
Semi-offieial anncuncement that Allies wers going %o disregerd Soandinarian
nsutrality would bring about immediate smbargo om mll trads, whatscever, with '

England and Franos, advised the Swedish Naval Attaehd.

led prestige suffersd & loss in re-establistment of pro-Hitlsr Nazi parky
"Iron Quard® in Bowsanis,

Eelations with Italy have mdsrgme no improvement. Iawal to proosad to Italy
on sonfidential missiom - effort to stop sjread of anti-French fesling,

Mlitary activitiss bave emtinued in the same marmer &s during the
past month, belng limited to patrol sctions, varisd by cocasiocmal artillsry
bombardments, tut in no sense of the word bas aay serious offemsiwve, em sither
side, dsveloped against any of the Western Front defensesa. Mores favarable

flying weather bas lsd $o inoreased reconnaiseepcs flights by the Fremeh, as well
&8 0 imoreased bombing and reconmaissapmos flights by the British and Oermen
foroes. The BEritish have flown over Bylt and the other Frisies Islands, bombing
air apnd naval cbjeotives, while the Cermans have scuntered with mmerous raids
on the west coast of Bootland and the Shetland Isleas. On oeither sids have any
appreciabls results besn obtained from thess bambings.

<O o Ahis emmsetica, & Bettish saval laiee offiser (formerly British
Heval Attachd at Paris] has stated that the damages caused the British Flset

at Scapa Flow by the Geretn air reid of 16 Maroh wers much greater thia published,
It wan stated that fourtesm L000-pound bomba had besn dropped, and that three
bita were made on large ships, cos of the hita being mede on the IRON DUEE.

Haval opsrations were also limited, particularly in the mmtter of
sinicings of wvessels by German sutmarines, Exoept for the month of Jemnary

this period showed the lowsst losses from submarines than any other sinoe the
bteginning of the war, This is probably the result of & mmber of causes, such

as inorsassd sffisisney of anti-sulmarine measures, inereased use of eamvoy
system, and last, but not leask, & falling off in the efficieney of the submarines
tecaums of well=trained orews, and lsek of voluntesrs (previcusly reported).
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Farlissentary vacations. The Ohember of Deputies resmvensd om

Ssnate hears, for the first 4ime, the new Premier, Reynaud, on # April.

is beliewved tha®, although he will receive same rough treatman$, the Heynaud
Cabines will met be overthroms ihwh.htthtitﬂumh-h
funotion for some $ime at leasd.

The relaticns of the Allies %o neutrals in Europs bave improved very littls
After & semi-official ssnounosment in the *Tempa® that the Alliss wers going
to disregard Boandinavisn meutrality, the Swedish paval attachd advised that
if sush steps were takem, the Bosndisaviss scumtriss would immediately place
an smbargo om All trmde, whatsosver, wish Eagland and Franos. The Attachd
continned that it was not & question whether or not sush & step would be
pleassnt, but it would be forced om ths Sesndinavien bloe by thelr proximi¥y

to Jermaany.

In Roumaais, Allied prestige suffered & loss in the re-sstablishmemt of
the pro-Hitlsr Nazl paréy "Ircn Ouard™ as a legal part¥y. Searcsly siz months
ago, the *Irem Ouard®, by King Osrol's order, was abolished, The seven
membera of the mwuuimmmmm. oalinsséun,
wers szsouted, sad many other party mmbers wers jailed., Now, all party membars
have been relsased, and psusions and AsmAges have besm granted to the femilisn
of thoss smeutad, Also, mdsr Oermsa lsadsrship, an organizaticn imowm as
*mhe Cermas Minority Touth Movemsat™ is st up. This crganisation should
qumber sbout 750,000 members of Osrmia blood, and its effest as a propagsadm

ageat 1s obvious.

felations with Ialy have undsrgone oo improvemsnt, but mther the reverss.
Mussolini comtinoes celling ressrvista to active duty for " pariod of instruckiom®
but 1t is significant that no resarTes Are ralsaped from sotive daty aftar
thess ingtruction pericds. The Italisn press is & umnil in publishing imflemestory
and hostils artielss, The Freneh Minister of Mercbant Marins informed the Assistan®
Attashd that nn-mummmﬂd-tuum fesling, Tormer
Premisr Iavel, & perscal friemd of Mussolind, and estesmed im Italy, is o
proossd thare om & sonfidential missions The Minister wnt cm to sy that in
his opiniom uﬂmunnmmm,um Italiss mansuvers wers 50 mush
blackemil and that there wers caly two wayd %0 solve the questiomm: Ooe was to
femand blumtly thas Italy oetss all an#i-Freneh propagends, sad deolds cmos and
for all whether she Tavors the Allies or Cermsny, The seccnd was to pay the
blagkmail demanded by oeding Djiboutl to Italy, inoreasing Italisn repressntation
on the Buez Oapal Bosrd, ste. Any French Jovermment, however, trying to oarTry

out this ssecad step would probably be stoned ook of offiess

E (L 11855 See NE and S5 or (K
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Prineipal aetivitiss centered in Norway. o L] A
Germsn foroes mads Atiseks along Shrea widely ssparated places e Wagtern Troms,
mﬂmnﬂwnn-nﬂﬂﬂm.ut“mmt—lm -
wers rejulsed by the Fremsh.
mnmmnpmtuw:unuunumumm-m-nm
offensive is sxpecied in West almost Any Y.
Trauch balisve Muliu-mluw-rﬂﬂmnwmm.
French army ssbimates $hers are 150 Cersan divisions on Westars Tromh, &8
#0 Transo-British scmbination of BB.
fluncun situation helpsd the Beynaud goversmani, or o% least prolenged 1%.

Mhought that if Beynaud bad been overthrom, Iaval (amti-British and pro-Ita
would have bean asked to form nexd *

GermAn moTe inko Dermark and Norway oaught alliss wnprepared, in the sense
t:t':h-r pelieved Germany would spend ssveral days in "pressure” and diplomatie
ackivivy.

Externally, situation fRoing Alliss im Eorope mors unfayerabls - Italy has tham

J " gisturbed. Belisved she make make a move to greb Oorfu or & pary of

Tugoslavis, :

Bumor that Russia apd Germany may move sgainst Boumenia betwsem ZTO0-30

Cocments of Bwedish Attaché on Sweden's attitude - dstarminsd to remain newtmal -
sanmot umlhmummm-mnnxﬁumu-- preffaxrs of
Balp - ota,

gersmns did not 4iwtury French Lagaticn in Copechagm , totarrested all British
at tYheir Legation. p |

pwedish Iagation in Faris, acking for OeEmARY, liquidating all lsases of houses |
beld by perscznsl formerly atisched %o German Embesay im Faris. May appear
1u1mhlm-mutmtoulnihwmhn. i

.ﬁa...L-J.{#- e BE—

Daring thass two weaks, the prinsipal military, paval snd air askivitiss
bave bean cemtersd in Normy. (For paval activitiss, ses T Esport Ho. 148, 18
April, 1940). 0= 13 April, howsver, the Oersmn foroes mads attacks along the
front in thres widely ssparated places, (1] just sast of the Mosslle near Bisrek,
{2) opposite Btrasbours, and (3) just north of the Swisa pordsr ot Heningne.
Thess Attacks wers the most vigorous of aany that pad developed sinocs the

of the wmar in Septembar, but they wers not comtinued, and wers

repuleed by the French.

wne Aoting Attachd asscmpanisd Whe MLlitary Attashd oo & visit ®o
Gemaral Osorges, the Commmndar-in-Chisf of the French Army, on 16 April,
and was informed by Osnsrel Oeorges that the French Arsy had sxpected & rether
genaral sttack on 15 April, and tbat mow {on the 16%h) a ssricus Oarman offsasiv
u-mmlutb-nlhnﬂmlq. n-mnlmhmrum-&
an offensive will mumﬂmtunmnnl-nl-m-. iz the abape of
% . L?thl the fact thay the Balgian's |

A e, S
=1=
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interpretation of neutrality would not permit the Fremch to snter hﬁ- before
s Jermen attack, as he said that the Belgian dsfemse linss wers not partienlarly
strong, aand that the Oermens could break through them without too much diffieulwy.
The French Army now sstimates that on the West fromt there are 150 Qersmn
dirisions as opposed to & Frenco-British combination of 88,

Internally, in Frenos, the Norwegian situation provided m breath of life
for the Beynaud government. The inside politioal inforsstion in Paris is that
Bsynaud, who is extremely pro-British, was just about to be overthrom at the
Senate meeting schedulsd for § April. The geneml information was that whem
Feynaud was overthromm, Lawl, who is anti-British and pro-Ttaliss, would be
asied to form the pext govermment. To avoid that, the British, esarlier than
thay desired, laid, and published the news, about the mine-fislds in Norwegisns
waters about & woak sarlier than they bad originally intended. The Oerman move
caught the Allies totally umpreparsd in the sense that, although some sort of
an spswer was expected, it was thought that the Cersmns would spsnd seversl
days in "pressure® apd diplomatie metivity at Oslo and Copenbagen before moving
in, The British, however, did mchisve cos favorabls result in that the Fremeh
Sepate 414 pot wote om the Heynaud Cabinst, and that govermment is still in
power, although its days are not considaresd to be long.

Externally, the situatiom facing the Allies in Europe has beooms more
unfavorable, Italy, in addition to sending twesnty-thousand additiopal troops
to Albania, (a total of 80,000 are now sstimated to be in that country) has
moved & pumber of divisions from the wisinity of the Brenner Paas toward the
French frontisr. Ths French are disturbed about the situstion as they fear,
not that Italy will snter the war agminst the Allics, but that & greh of the
Island of Corfu or & part of Tugoslavia is being sontemplated. Colomel
Sogthenss Pelm of the I.T. & T. in passing through Paris enroute from Roumanis
to Bpain, & week ago, stated eonfidentially to the Aoting Attachd that it wes
belioved in Roumania that between the BOth and 30th of April, there would be
& Osrman-Russias move against Eowsanisa. In sueh an event, Italy would
probably ismedistely attempt to take a slice of Tugoslarvia or Oresce, and the
war would thus spresd to the Belimns,

The Swedish Attachd, who hos besn & constant wisitor to this office,
explained the Bwedish attitude as being me of not desiring to engege in the war.
in any eireumstances, but partisularly, not Sgainst the Allies. However, as he
repented many times, Sweden cainot dsfend herself against Jermany, and they
had po faith in the Allies proffers of help. The Swedss were too much impressed
with the record of past performances in Austria, Cheokoslavaicia, Foland, Fianland
and Norway. As the Swedish Attashé said, "The cnly thing we are certain of
is that Allied help for Sweden will arrive too late and i %00 mmll & quantity.
Therefore, we capnot jump off into direot oppositiom to Qermsmy,.”™

When the Oersans went in to Demsark, the firet of the inveding foroes
reached Copenhagen shorily before @ightayThe Frensh Naval Attaché there
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(who was formerly Attachd in Berlin wum$il Baptembar) said that he just bad time

%o got %o the French Legation before the Germans arrived. He somtinued his story
by saying that when the firet OCerman soldiers nttempted to enter the Frenmeh
Isgation, &% about 8:50 a.m,, they were mat by the Freneh Minister who &nnounoed
that the building was the Fremch Legatiom and they oould mot enter. To everyons's
Surprise, $he Osrman soldiers lef$, and within fifteen minutes & German Army
Captain arrived and apologized for disturbing the Frenoh., This treatment was Tary
differsnt from that meocorded the English, ag all English were arrestsd, mem
saparated from women, and sent to different prisoos for six houre, during which
ti=e the English Legation was sompletely ranssaked.

The French Attachd said that during all the thres days the Fremeh
pereconel wers in Germmn hands, they were most kindly sad courtecusly treated,
and when they finally left Demmark they went across Osrmany in daylight, no eurtains
were drawn cm any of the trein's windows, end the food supplied was exoephionally
smpiuous both in quality and quantity.

There may be an indication &s to the duretion of the war, in the fact
thet this past week the Swedish Legation in Paris, acting for Germeny, was
liguidating mll leapes of houses held by persconel who wers formerly attached
to the Gerssn Embasay in Faris, paoking up furniture, ste. Up to the present,
#ince last September, the Bwedish Legation stated that esch momth they had
received from the German govermment money to pay the rent om the houses and
spartments formerly cocupied by German Bmbassy personnel. Early im April,
however, instructions wers received to olose ocut all leases, pack up and store
all belongings, sta, From that it may appear that Germmay now does not sxpeot
the war to be over in the mear future,
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L
1. Rumors of Cisno's opposition $o Duse's foreiga poliey eonfimmed. Olaao
sxpectant of being relisved of his port.
2. More apparemt tha¥ Mussolini favors sntering war om Oermany's side. Is
opposed cm this score by sajoriwy of Italisn pecpls, the Pope and the
Boyal femily.
S, Violeant press campaign against Fremce And Britisn baving some affeet =
definits inorsass in anti-British fesling. ECSSRD
4s Ttaliap seonomis situstion becoming stsadily worss. B 0. 11652, Sec NE) mad HID oF ()
5. Torpedo dsfense of harbor at Mlta - descwipbiome 1 i - MAY 21 1973

[ mmummunmnm-anmmnaunnm—uﬂ.

¥, Oresk offieial eirolss alarmed over reports that Italy has mow agsemb led
100,000 troops in Albanis. :

Be Italisn ship on which Courier Officer was taking passage from Firesus o
Istanbul divertsd to Malta by British destroysr beocauss pavicerts not helds

- o W o = =

X,

The situation in Ttaly as reported in Courlsr Notes, 13 March, 1540, bas
elarified scmewhatd.

he rumors of Olapo's oppositicn to Il Duce's foreiga polisy are oonfirmed.
It is reliably stated that Cisme is fally expectant of being relisved of his
post. It is also becoming more and more apparent that Mussolini desires %o
snter the war on Oermany's side, and is coly stayed, a¥ prespent, from taking
sush meoticn by the opposition of the majority of tha Italian pecpls, the Bupe
and the Royal family. It is said that Mussolini is sxceedingly an-cyed at
this opposition as be ocusiders it & blow at his prestige and disloyeliy %o

him on the part of the Italian natiom.
The violen®, bissed, press cempaign againsgt Franoce and Oreat Eritain,

undoubtedly lsunched to change the attituds of the ocountry, appears %o be
having some sffeod, and thers is a dsfinite inoreass in anti-British feeling

among the Italians,

If, as & very few cbservers bellsve, Il Duce is merely trying to help
Hit)et by & glgantis bluff, he certainly is doing it well, fer all the surfaoe
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indicaticns are that he is preparing to abandem the policy of non-belligsreney.

The socnomio situation is becoming steadily worse., There is such &
shortags of credits inm the U.5. that it is beooming almost impossible for Italy
to progure vital raw materials. The official banks in Italy bave besn
eotaciing forelgners and offering them very important premiume for dollars -

' in some instances as high as 45 to 80 lire to the dollar,

The British trede mission is not making mmeh headway, The Italians,
short of rew materials and soal (oo ons belisves that Jermanynomn keep up
schedulsd Gelivery of cosl wia the Brenmer), want to barter lumury artides
for these goods, The Eritish want ships. An impasse having bean resebhed, it
wan dsoidsd to drop the ides of & general agresmen¥, and instead %o attempt
%0 mAke separate fccords oo estch ocamzodity in question.

It is reliably reported in Milan that many factoriss have received
ordars to stop work on all but army crders, (Appears to be & abangs of poliey,
sines up to now the several war industries bad besn ecnosntrating on Freamoch
orders). Ome fmstory just received an urgent order for 1,000,000 pairs of
shoas for the Itallan army.

MALTA,

The harbor of Malta was virtuslly dessrted #n April 12-13. Two mine
sweapers ware working over the approaches, and one destroyer entersd the harbor.
OthaTwiss no ccmbatant ships were pressmt.

The tarpedo dsfense of the harbor is oomposed of & gate capabls of
eloaing the entrancs to the inner harbor. The gate is scmposed of & triple
{double at the middls of the ghannel) row of nun buoys, sscured together by
wire oabls. The net prasmably hangs from the lower snd of the buoys. The
whols is furthar supperted by large sylindrioal mooring buoys. The nuns are
strung ebout ten feet apart, apnd the rows are about 1E feet spart,

TU00-SIAVIA,

It is relisbly reportsd (though not published in the papers) thatd
Bozadsk, the lsader of the Frenkist party (Gweseax} but opposed to Mucek),
had boen murdsred. Crslidion

(FHEECE ,

Hf!lﬂlllﬂlﬂmMWlmﬂﬂpﬂhmi Italy has
now asssmblsd 100,000 troops in Albania, These men are officially thers as
workmen, but it is said that they are all trainsd men, ready to tale
up arms &t & moment's notice.

Fumors persist &s $o the serioumess of Genesral Metazas illnsss.
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dagtroyer,

Malta,

irspscted the papers,
London in & few hours, but the ship was delaysd until the next day due to the
neosssity for fuslling,

Yhile procesfing from Piresus %o Istacbul on the Italissn stesmer
CITTA 48 BART, we were stopped off the entrence to the Dardansllss by & Eritish

The boarding of ficer asied for the navicerts and when told that the
ship didn't have them, he told the Captain that he bad warned him om his two
previous trips to bave the necessary papers, but &s apparently the ship wouldn's
pay attentiom to thess warnings, he bad no alternative but to send the ship %o

At Malta, the British officials #1d not inspect $he ship, but merely

Pemmission 0 proossd to Istanbul was received from

et

E O 1188
L

Ty

i Gac XF) andl 6N o[

S —

o o5 o C0

Ry e e e 8 b (Rt e o T e o emem TEn cas e e e o e s s b i e— e

| ABLD-E
D | BB B, B, B, B | M| Ao | iy e | G | B i -h-.|u TAR[CAR Mag |BAL M8 |des | BE 0E
[ e Ty s el - i ey kel R
| At ar 1
B N N R S Ml = o e ) R

i Porma for all eopdes. 1) Jorma
of PR, -u--rm-nﬁ-m;-

#Tu'" 1. g%mmurﬂuu?';w“w?“'



) ®
L G-A;ﬂ#mmmfﬂ-ﬂ

MNAVAL OFERATIONS, NAVY DEFARTME
ATTACHE'S REPORT ™" 14 g
e e R S e R L T T =

P 108
Pom T D WAmll O N 7 . o
FRANCE FOLTTICAL FORCES gl PRIATIONS
Bubject i s oy e i — '8
T T kﬂ%ﬂm _______ é’?
e A o e T 8 B ST et ¥+t o o 0 i i & ‘-

Italy has mot scoepted Freance's offer to settls differences
Probable show-dowm not far off

Italias reascms for delay = better bargain later om.
Italy's chances of joining Oersany if Balians inveded.

Speaiing befors the Foreigs Affairs Committes of the Sesate, Premisr
Paul FBeynaud stated that the of fer of Franos fo straigted out differsnoss
with Italy, sade in Septembar, 1989, remained unanswersd om ths part of Italy.

The French press, in liaisem with the British press, have recsmtly
featured the present msatisfactory relations betwesn the Allice snd Italy.
Articlss in the press indicate that the Alliss are slowly but sursly leading
up to & show-down regarding Italy's sttituds toward the Allies.

The following exserpt from &n artiels om Italiss relaticms, talem
from the Brest Depeche, gives the generel Fremch visw of Italy's stand:

"Italy end the Alites -

In brisf, Italy doss mot &t pressct intend to limit har
desires for the Teascm that she may be too modsst dus to the [resent umdeoided
interpaticoal situstiom. Ist us supposs that the Allies find themselves im
an intricats sitmatiom, im tbe nemr future, Italy may find an sxosllent
opportunity to incresse her dsmands and receive stisfaetiom. Thus, Mussolini,
instead of acoapting Frence's offer %o discuss cutstanding differecces, [refers
to sit oo the fence snd watoh the game. -

Tereign observers have no illusioms about the diffisulty
of aa socord betwesn Italy emd the Allies for the reasom that Italy's demends
have gome beyomd the stags of simpls adjustments in the Mediterrenean. Ths
Alliss bave no intention of granting Italy's aspiretions to such &n extem®.

Informmtion from Turley infers that Italy is tryliog
to foros the Balimns to furnish Cersany with all supplies; that the Italisn-
Germanc sntents will sventually foroe Italy to join up with Gersany shouldths
latisr invads the Baliksns. Hepos, the only way Italy can avold being drews
into the war is to removs Any reascn for Gormeny inveding the Balimns by baving
the Balikens act as & supply depot for Oermeny."
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GENERAL SITUATTQN 18 April - 2 Mey, 1940,
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v S e, MAY 21 1973
Prectioallyall military aotivity for period tock place ia Nexway, A few patrol
and air actioms on Western Front.

slightly demaged.

Allies landed at three points in Norway, Ianding foroes boambed from air - losses
suffered not known.

Pressnt indieations are that Allisd southern foros in sxpossd positiom and
may heave to retire and lsave all partsa of Norway scuth of Tromdjhem 0 the ensmy,

Oermans sending reinforcements to Oslo repidly. From 18 to 29 April 128 ships
8aid to have santersd Oslo. Freneh Army authoritiss sstimate numbsr of Carman
troops in Norway as about 106,000,

dppears that Alliss will scon oapturs Harvik.

Frenoh sonsiderably disgruntlsd over failure of British fores scuth of Trondjhem.
GermAns kave bean anabled to deny sutrance to Entteget and Simggeresk to the
Eritish.

General Oemelin stated to our Ambasssdor that the result of the almost certain
GermAn sucosssss in southern Norway would be again a4 severs loss of allisd
prestige and that Oermmny would spread cut over scutheastern Burcops. Oritisizes
BEritish "mudiling® through the war,

British su zestion to Frenoh to send expeditionsary foros of 200,000 %0
Horwey turned Acwn by French for mény good reascol.

Freneh expect no Italisn moves for at lsst two weaks, after an apprehensive
period, Italiap Ambassador in Paris said to have bean informed that Allies
apd Turkey would talke no iniative anywhers in the Ballmns,

Allies sfid to bave assured Sweden thet the Alliss would in no oass violate
Swedish psutrelity unless the Cermans 414 so first.

M¥ilitarily, preactieally all astivitiss during this periocd took plece
in Horway, Omly & few limited patrol and air actions oocurred on the Western
Front; these, just smough %0 kmep troope on the alart¥. The Frensh Navy had two
cruissrs and four dsstroyers in Norweglen waters. Of thoss , the EMILE-BERTIN,
85900 ton eruiser, received slight dsmages from & hit by an airplans bomb, and the
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Frenoh naval wessels active in Norwsgisn waters; ane aruiser hit by bomb, but omly
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