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From: L Date; Beptember 20, 1939, Serial No, 3

Source: Ital imn Nawval Attechd,

Colonsl Borell, the Italian Military Attaché, stated:
*From wuch orders as I have received I am led to belleve
that Italy has no intention of golng to war in the coming 2
weeks, The entire Ruropean sltuation belng what it Lis, 1t is
naturally impossible to predict what course Italy may be forced
to adopt in the more distant future, We feel, as does the
United States, that we will keep out of the conflict if it lies
in gur power, As far as Germany 1s concerned, she does no more
want us in it, than she does other neutral states., 4t is her
wigh to limit the conflict as far as possible, We have reassumed
various connections throughout the world, as for instance send
out our finest merchantmen to your country. We certainly should
not risk England and Frence selzing them had we any thought of
being drawn into the conflict on the side of Germany. Mussolini
in keenly mlive to Italimn public np:l.ni.nn?‘. He knows that a war
would not only be unpopular with the great masses of Italians tut 4
would etill further impoverish a very poor country. England made
her great zisteke two years ago when we attempted to make her
understand how difficult was our position, It was naturally 5

imposaible for us in France to deal with & government similar

-
LS P .

to that of M, Blum, It ought to prove easier now, particularly

,..
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if England saw the wisiom of attempting to influence the French
in our justifiable demands as to the Djibouti Eailroad, the Sues ot
Canal dirsctorate and the Libtymn frontler. All three gquesstions

should be trivial to France in comparison to galning Italimn

friendship. If ever sicllful Freoch and English diplomats were

nesdal in Fome, it is pow, We have clearly in mind how A4f7icult

would be Italy's position in Europe should Germany prove the

congueror in the pressnt war, and some of us realize that shs

has pot the respect for our fighting qualities which she should
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¥.A. Brussels No. 3-19 “
of 20 Sept, 199, =8
have,

411 that Italy really wants is that the Italian's standard
of living should be more commensurate with that of the American,
Englishman or Frenchwan, It is sctuslly way below all thres of
them, We,are, however, no longer the nation we were twanty=five
years ago, We have grown greatly in staturs and uu‘-ﬂnl‘elam-n
under Fascist rule, We feel that states, similar to England, have
oo right %o possess w0 overwhelmingly large s proportion of the
world's supply of what is needed for a comiry in order to
develop mormally and prosper, We are particularly in need of
stesl and oll, We beceme part of the axis in order to better
our lot sconomically, BEngland and France refused to listen to our
reasonable demands in this respect, so we felt we eight obtain it
through our own might, by jolning our cause o Germany's, The
last of the polnts ralsed by President Eoosevelt last winter mes—
tioned & more equitable distribution of rawstuffs as sssential,
The German-Russian pact Ls unguestionably unpopular and misunder=
stood in Italy, where everything to do with Comsunism is mnathema,
It has probably to a certain extent strained Italian-Jerman rels-
tions, It probably will merely last until the victors have divided
the spoils, I belleve Mussolinl mnd Hitler bowever, are atill in
perfect accord, GShould Germany and Bussia, after dividing Foland,
look further afisld towards the richer parts of the Balians, that
and it conesquences might alter Italy's position at the other emd
of theBerlin-Home axis, Apert from all the miseries inocident to war,
Italy can maturally draw considerable sconomic mdwvantages through
her foreign trade, as long as she remains neutral, The merchant
parine can be responsible for much foreign exchangs which we so

erylngly need,
Mussolini's popularity with the Italian people at large has
never been greater than it is at present, IJ_.- keeping it out of

war, has added to it,

-2=




L]
[

N L IAAUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF OF
m‘vmmmmwm

( S—— ' ATTACHE'S REPORT F-(-€ 2280 %
e e e e e e T o T i teiasis = shovwiar, dassriing 0 mebiast
R n-u_ngz,__ﬁ__.____...w..a?. Serlal No. ... M.............. File No, éﬂ.‘lﬁ '

Bource of information . .0k keasie

—mmcm“nn.} L be gty i & bt o e = siaed in
A Belgian General Officer diu_ai.iﬂ'. t= -;nu'-lbfa' comlng
wilitary evente and Germany's attespt to attack England by
invasion of Holland, .5 i (‘ i ,{-
| T
wE

‘7&—1-- T L Dt s o M Pttt s S i et gt ssmnd i i o ey it o B i i 5 il

Direier m :fi'- eno =] h.—}ll, Par, | oot [T [ AR B (LA [an l—‘{t o
B [erlen]en B ] B Eamans~=] e

S TS e T, EE i S S S SR e S e e




kg

——— /o

Fromm L Sariel Mo, 15 Dnte: Octaber 3, 1939,

Discussing the present military situatiom with one of the superior
afficers of tne Belglan Aruy he stnted:

nlt now looke to us ms if Germany would phortly attespt a major
attack on her western front rather than to assme & defensive attitude,
it is of course much more difficult, even taking Bussian help into
conslderntion, for Ge many to stand a long, drawn=out war, than for
the Allies, Gersesny will have to ’rurca t=s igsue, I cannot belleve
it wiil be through tne Laginot line, thet would be tao long snd far
too enptly. s+t will, in other words, be by crossing one af the
ntutralu,. Switzerlend, Hollend or Zelglum, and tne Staff bere
pelieve it will be by crossing Holland, Thoug the Dutch may flood
portions of their Zastern frontier, we Belicve it ensler for the
ene=y to cope with that, than our own Eastern fortifications and
petter repared and equipped defensive Army, If Germany invades
Holland, toe Dutcn water front will of course prove of the greatest
possiole value to her, and much more than the Belglen Chennel froot,
witnout sizeatle horoors, She may or ane may not declde, at lesst
for the time being, not to enter Belgium, but leave tnis s A puffer
atnte between her and France, Je are, in all caces, moving qulte
g few troops mortn ko our Dutes frontier so Aas 0 propare for all
eventualizles,

1 believe October will ot paca witnout our having had the

angwer to tne riddle I have =mentloned,”
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From; L Serial o, 20 Dmtes October 5, 193,
e
ITALY'S PIGSEVT DIFLONATIC AZSTTUDZ, o= -
of the Forelgn Office stnted:

"¢ have recelved severanl telegrnms As well pe letters durleg
the last days from our Ambaseador in Hooe, the Comte de Kerchove,
Unelr statements mny be rémméd as followss

"Luseolinl was requested by Hitler to come to Germany for a
conference and replied he was so occoupled thet it wes impossible
for him to come but he would te replaced by Count Clano, The
latter's vieit wne distinctly one for purposes of information, EHe
was inforned as to the Foliash events, the Conferences with Rusala
ani the orobeble stepe that the Fuhrer might take in the imnedicte
future, Ee wep not asked if Italy would consent to act Aas Aan
intermediery in proposing neace terms to Greet Britain, This may
not have been donme, &g Italy would not have consented to undertake
A task, the certein failure of which would have redounded t> her
discredit, Count Clano from his side irformed Eerr won Ribbentrop
that the Italisn press and all Itslisn propasanda stood At hin
disposal $o further mnything the Fuhrer wished to bring forward,

¥Camte de Eerchove has in recent despetches repentedly
emphasized him belief that Italy will not enter the wer, Though
ghe is mot neutral, she remaine in a "stete of expectancy'. She
is none too convinced that Germany will ultimately prove the winner
and does mot propose to cnst in her lot with the losing side, While
the younger men and the died=ip=the=wool Fasciste may wish under all
cl.cumstences to join Germany in the war, wiser herds and a certain
pert of the superior officere advise againet 1t, They know if Italy
444 zo to war with Germany, the French nrmies would probably penetrate
to the Po valley and invade Northern Italy with ite buey industries,
They further knmow thnt where fleet and alr force are in excellent
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condition, prepared and ready, the arsy still lncks & considerable
part of ite equipment, especinlly light and heavy artillery, which
wns to be furniched by Germany.

"A different eide to the question is the profits and the foreign
erchange now being acquired by the impoverished Italian exchequer,
The boats to Amerlca heve alone during this last month brought in
three million dollers worth of American exchange, During the last
month es =uch forelgn exchange has come in as during the ten previous
opes. A very lerge pmount of nrdtr: have bteen placed in the north
Italian factories by France, It is very greatly to Italian
economlc madvantege to stay out of the fight.

“Italy is today nearer to an understanding with Zngland than
she has been for many monthe and our Anbassador states very
deficitely that it ia his bellef she has no intention of pgolng

to war."®
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Fromi L Serial No, 28 Date: October 24, 193,

THE BRITISH BLOCKADE,

The British Blockade is ralsing warlous vital questions in both
Belglum and Holland, Belglum is very dependent upon what she recelves
from overseas, Doth as to foodstuffe and raw-materials for her industries.

There are today some dozen vessels held up on the Dowme with cargoes
btound for Belglum amounting to betwesen sixty and seventy thousand tone.
The Eritieh delay in clearing the veesels or seizing ma part or all of
the cargo is due to lack of men and organization and naturally is causing
conslderable compleint in Belgium, The oSritish from their slde state
better progress in expediting the vessels could be made if the -tmmipl
companies furnished tne Eritish sautnorities, in advance, with liste of
eargoes, ILf the cargoes contaln no contraband there will be no difficulty,
end if they do, the companies or the Eelglan Jovernment are asked to glve
pegurances that the merchandise will not be re—sxported to Germany and
that the entry of the goods into Belglum will not lead to the exportation
to Oermany of similer stocke already in Belgimm, Britain's stand will
not only cause industrial hardship and increassd unemployment in Belglum,
but & decreass in Belglum's trade with Germany with she-consequent
resonatrances and elaims of lack of neutrality.

In the controversy Great Britals has stated:

1, The products of Belglan soll were of no concern to Great BEritain,
In the last war, she took steps, such re selzing shipoents of fertilizer
destined to Denmark, which had inevitable resilts on Danish sgriculture,
but no spuch stepm Are contemplated today with respect to Jelglum, It was,
of gourse, to be understood that sales of such Belglan products to Germany
were not to be replaced by purchases abroad,

2, Contranband goods destined for Germany in transit through Belgiom

would, of course, be selzed,

1=
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3, With regnrd to raw materials, the distinction would have to be

L-35 of 2L Oct.19% -2 -

made betwesn the normal needs for domestic conmmption in Belglum and
those needed for export industries, In the first place there would
be no difficulty, and in the second case, there would be mo dfficulty
Af the proper guarantees were given mgainst re-sxportation, It ia
paturally this second point that is so troubling to Zelglum, as she

is forced to re-export, here, there and sverywhers, in order to live,

The British state: "The blockade ie the strongest weapon which
France mod England have at their digposal, Its use must necessarily
involve certaln inconveniences for the neutral countries, Thess
inconveniences -‘n.aul.d be consldered by thes as really a mmall con=
tributlion to the cause of nll democracles,”

Felglun feels this =ay all be well and good from the Britiah
polnt of view, and while she does not wish to create difficulties
for her former allies, she has her very important neutral obligations
to consider, or she will soon find herself in hot watar,

Thile England is ready to increase the Belgian quotas for raw
materials for use in manufacturing goods to be re—sxported to England
and France, this is little solace to Belglum, as Germany would i=mmedintely
raise objections to such an agreesent ms belng inconsistent with Belgian
neutrality - sritain saying that Belglum could reply that she would be
equally willing to manufacture goods for Oermany, on comditlon that
Germany furnish the necessary raw materials ias, of course, absurd
nonsense,

A British Cabtinet Minister has recently estated that if Belglan and
Dutch vessels continued to be senk by German submarines, the British
Government would not hesitate to admit them to its convays, Gerzany's

warning in regard to such a suggestion is considered mn empty one,

for neither Belglum nor Holland has at present any intentlon of soliciting
WROLLITR

much Britiesh aid,

=



L ISSUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF CHIEF
MAVAL OPERATIONS, NAVY DEPARTMENT o

ATTACHE'S REPORT (.. c /in::. 0
*ﬂm-mtm:nﬁmmmu.m" i
Prom..Y . . Dae¥ova8 . 103 BerialNo.. 47 FeNe . ..

Bubject .../ e e s A e bt o S

iy e T

_=w:mmnd;‘u; - i n bried ey of s sl b el

Hewumdéy The reasons for the new offer of mediation are glven
and the certain futility of accepting same,

R —

i e

E L 1160 Sec NE) uzdd e

080 better, May, 4 1073
By SLR e _MAY 21 1973

l,_

s e b e i e B ik i o e e i s ol Comr i e o i S e ey it b e s s

|._._ ﬁ'ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ " %:—: LHA[E n=_|l1. pee, | ool AR |C SR R (RAL (B h’&t wa
| = ﬁ"flﬁll&"’- "'..".‘[ﬁi['h‘]mf:::vjn.-|-.n|n. l.'ul-"'] =I ]lﬂ'ﬁ. ]
R TR L, e B R

e ——— i




e = S )

Fromi L Serial Ha, 47 Date! November 8, 1939,

LING LEOPOLD'S VISIT TO NOLLAND,

The recent unannounsed visit of King Leopold to The Hagus
accompanied by the Forelgn Minister, Mr, Bpask, and his Military Ald,
General Overstrastesn, and the subsequent joint offer of medimtion
by him and the Queen of the Netherlands sent to the Tulers in Londom,
Paris and Berlin has been judged 111 advised,

The visit of King Leopold was dus to disgquieting rumors about
Germany's immsdiate intentions which have becoms increasingly insistent,

Escant large concentration of German troops, particularly on the
Duteh frontiers, the sudden vlolent German press caspalgn during the
last few days, directed against Eolland and Belgium, and the recent
frequant flights of German planes over Southern Belgiue probably all
played their part in hastening the King's departurs, Both 1ittle
countries have been accused in the German official publications, of
un=nsutral conduct, one in tolerating m free press which dares to
eriticize German policy, the other in moquisscing inm the smreiss
of the Eritish blockads, BEoth countries ars jJudged by Germany,
ipcapable of and unwilling to defend thelr neutrality against the
Alliesm,

These accusations are believed in both countries merely to be
trumped-up sxcuses, in order to prepars the way for the inteneifi=-
cation of the war againet England by Germany using the delta of
the Dutch rivers as submarine bases and the plaine of Flanders as
aviation fields,

In both countries 1% is believed that the note has considerably
strengthensd thelr moral position and their rulers have pow omitted
nothing in order to attempt to hinder the comlng storm, It is further
telieved that HEitler will disregard world oplaion ian the matter and
strike when he belleves the momant opportune.

O e M2 B8R
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Bome go s0 far as to say that both monarchs, blinded by
their desire to keep their little countries at all costs out of the
war, hare lost sight of the real Llssuss and by their untimely
suggestion have merely played into Hitler's hands. They have not,
it is claimed, borne in mind that no lasting peace can mow be
negotinted which could guarantes the non-oeccurrenss of GeTman acta
of aggrassion, the reconstruction of Foland and Caechoslovaikia and
the doing away with the Hitler regime, Thess belng plain facts,
it 1e & wnste of time to attempt to mollify the Fuhrer, A premature
peace would merely benefit the Redch, after it has been guilty of
aggressions justly condemned by the conscience of the world, and
glve Oermany the btreathing space needed before recommencing & career
of spoliation,

Both monarchs have likewlss been influsnced by the fear of the
spread of Folshsviem over Central Burops and westward, if Germany
in defeated. Oerman propaganda has made frequent use of the argumant .,

Belglum regards the maintenance of her neutrality ms a point of
bomor, To her it implies rigld avoldance of any offensive under—
taking and ungualified resistance to .uur attempt to violate 1t,

While Belglum may or may ;:_hsu hoped that some form of
military understacding might have been reached with Holland in case
of German aggression, Holland has vigorously set herself againat it
as only condusive to German resentment, This has also shown itself
to be the case by recent German statements,

Both countries will fight to maintain their indepsndence. A
Germar ipeursion in Holland would create a difficult problem for Belglum,

If Germany entars the Masstricht territery, it compromises
Belgium's defensive scheme. If Germany occuples scuthern Holland
and thus passes around and behind Belgium's sastern defences and the

Alvert Cmnal, Balglus in practically without frontier fortifications,
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Germany would cnly have ta force the line of the Maas,
It is believed that as soon as German troops oross the Dutsh

frontiers, England will block the mouths of the Boheldt, both sides
of which are Dutah,

O MAY 21 1973
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From: & Berial Ho, 48 Date! November 18, 1938,

FEDS AND CONS OF N, oF

The possibility of a German invasion has besn uppermost in the
minds of everyone in Belglum during the last two weeks, TheTe have
‘teen two opinions, one has held that a German invesion was certain to
come, it was merely a question of time and all signe pointed to Qerman
troops shortly pouring mcross the Dutch frontier with the inevitable
subsequent invasion of Belglum, elther by the Germans or by the French-
British troops. Others felt such fear was unwarranted. Colonel
Hequette, who 4s considered one of the best military critice in the
gountry and who statel a month ago that it was his belief that a
German invasion was inevitable, has now, despite the signe of invaslon
having greatly increassd, sntirely reversed himpelf, and stated: "I
do not believe in an invasion,"

To take the firet polnt of view, It is emphasized that Gerzan
aggression has always, as in the present inastance, been preceded by an
intense newspapsr and radlc caspaign, ngalnst the victim, and a hearvy
concentration of troops and war materiel on ite fromtlers, Eeyond
this German planes have been constantly violating Belglan neutrality
bty flylng across Bouthern Belgimm, The German press has further
esphasized that Eolland and Belgium, have violated thelr neutmality
by playing into British hands in submitting to the blockade mnd exporting
to Germany constantly diminishing quantities of what she needs and used
to receive.

The Low Gountries' attitude in the matter, though mot to Germany'a
1iking, has in reality been irreprochable, Extremists feel that what
Germany expects as the price of remaining the other sids of the fromtler,
is obedience if not servitude.

If Hollmmd should, for instance, refuse to have her vessals call

=1=
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at the Downs or Kirkwall, Oreat Britain would probably seize thes on
the high sean, and bring them in, just the mma, for sxasination,

What then! Qermany would claim that shs would have to defend poor,
little, threatensd Holland as she evidently was unable to do so herself,
It is further claimed that even if German soldiers do mot cross

the frontiers, Germany is Attempting & war of nerves on Holland and
Belgium, this being mugsented by the press, the mdis, the movement

of troops emd by thinly veiled threats, It is asked: Does Germany

intend to force upon Eslland and Belglus a counter-blocksds policyl

She certalnly has succesled in glving 1ittle Belglum “the jitters®,

The question on all 1ips ist "When are the Germans comingl® “How

=any days of peace remain?® In the pressnt lull, before the expected
storm, it secmed to many that a campalgn of intimidation may have been
ipitiated in place of one of aggression - and that increased pressure

is belng exerted in order to force upon Holland and Belglum a remunciation
of a portion of thelr trade with England. It is further felt that
Germany is hesitating, uncertain which way to turn and what means might
prove most useful to the purpose ahe has in view, Hitler cannot walt
indefinitely in lmpressing popular opinion in Germany. WNaturally, even
Af Belglans are strictly neutral in thelr attitode, thelr sympathies
cannot be belied, nor can the past be forgotten. In international wrongs,
bygones can seldom be bygones. Belglans feel that.

To turn to the sscond point of view - the one that cannot believe
in a movement of OJerman troops into the Low Countrim,

Belglum has today called some 500,000 men to the colors, so-called
"genaral mobilization® would merely mean 100,000 additional men, of
inferior fighting qualities, Nolland has some 400,000 men under arms,
There would thus be added a million soldiers to the Allied armies already

faoing the Germans, Nelther country has, 1t 18 trus, any aviation worth
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mentloning, but the little Belgian army im well trained and equipped,
her fortifications and defences, though limited, are not to be despleesd,
and the Duteh put considerable falth in their inundating the portions
of the country to be crossed by the Germans, clailming 1t would be next
to impossible for tanks, heavy materisl and guns to reach their block
houses and defensive lines.

The Germans must reflect when they consider all these factors, as
also, the determination of both countries to defend themselves to the
bitter end, Germany likewise realizes that if Hollard is on the side
of h;la.nd that Duteh harbors would be most convenlient for English
men-of=war wishing to reach German naval bases.

Oer=any can attack the Allies by four routes; through the Low
Countries, through Lorraine,through the Bale district or in elther a
military or economic manner, through Southeastern Burops, The Low
Gountries do not sesm the most likcely.

A Belglen Government econoalec mission ie in thess days in Berlin
studying with Qerman experts the present trade difficulties, Germany
paturally hopes the conversatione may result in Brussels agresing to
maintain the pre-war rate of exports mnd imports to and from Germany,

This is of couree impoesible, ms many of the previous exports wers
re-axporte of forelgn goods, which no longer arrive, or sanufactured
articles from rawstuffs, nmow lacking, It is urged that Germany would scarcely
be wasting her time, even as " a bluff® or such negotiations, if she was
about to march into the country.

It is further belleved that various rumors of invasion are partly
due to forelgn press and radlo messages, scme of which has wilfully
besn spread by the Allies.

The utmost pressure has been brought to bear by the French and
British military repressntatives, and particularly the latter, upon

the Balglan war office in order to make this Pee the reason and necessity
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of studylog jointly and secretly where in case of war, help might first
be needed, as well as by what arms, and wheks. The German repressntatives
Are awire of this as well as Belgium's refusal even to listen to any

such sirem voices, luring 1t from its strict neutrality.

Burpriee is & great sssential of war, This slement is now lacking
in an attack on Hollan® and Belgium, where every possible precauticnary
meagure has been taken, Agmin, it is urged would sot Germany strike,
where least sxpectsd, in other wordw not on Belgian or Dutch frontiers?

Say Germany was able to cross a section of the flooded Dutch territories
and to rapidly eroes northern Brabant in the direction of the Zesland
Islands which would be of the greatest valus as a submarine bass, It
would, however, seem impossible for Germany to take these, if one takes
into account the Dutch nawal forces and their lmmediate strengthening
by British men-of-war, Looking at 1t from the most favorable German
polnt-of-view, namely that the Oermans would take the western and
eastern islands, with the mouths of the rivers remaining in the handg
of the defenders, If this were the case, the exits from the bases
would be in the hands of the English and instead of bases, they would
merely prove traps.

During the world-war the British Admiralty considersd several
times selsing Borium, the Qerman island nearest to Holland, She gave
up the idea as too risky, A Oerman invaslon of Holland would give
England the opportunity and means of pemitting her to attack, with
good chances of success German North=Ssa ports, the enemy fleet and
the bases where German submarines are basing built, From the Frisian
lelands to Wilhelmshafen is only 94 miles, while from Scapa Flow it
is 625, The mouth of the Elbe is only 148 miles from the Zulder Sea.

Taking these factors into consideration, experts belleve that the
first consequence of a Jerman invasion of Holland would be the tight

blockade of German ports,
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This would prove of great advantage to the Allied powers, If Holland
and Belgium are attacked, Germany's westarn frontlisrs open to attack
will be more than doubled, runsing right up to the North Sea, the Northern
portion without any Siegfried line of fortification,

drd last of all, though Gersany might to a certaln extent profit
by much foodstuffs and rawstuffs as she might selze in Holland and
Belgiumm, the present, appreciable commeles between the countries would
all be destroyed and the western blockade would become hermetic,

Such are the thoughts of thoss who do not believe in a spesdy
invasion of the Low Countries.

Both sides believe that while the period of alarm is not over,
the situatlon is clearer and the passing of every day of peace, makes
it less lisble that Holland and Belgium will be invaded this winter,

The British Ambagsadsr to Belglum, Sir Eobert Clive, in discussing
the mubject stated:

"I received absolutsly reliable information that the German army
intended to invade Holland and Belgim on the 12th of November. Tha
idea was abandoned in the last moment, owlng to the German General Staff
ineisting that the inundations in Holland and the previously unsuspected
difficulties in croeslng the Albert Canal territory made the task too
costly, I felt so certain of what was about to happen tht I had told

=y wife to have our bags pacied,”
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From: L Serial Mo, 57 Detet Decesber 1, 1939,

SELGIA POLIUTS OF VIEW

In disouseing the present situstion with an intelligent mnd well=-
informed Belglan authority he stated;

"Jur greatest endeavor im naturally nov to do all in our power
to keep out of the conflict and afford Germany no poseible opportunity
to questlon or condemn our neutrality, I feel we have gone too far in
the matter, heving alsost sesumed an attitule of subrerviency, Dealirng
with Germane, I belleve we might have galned a btlt more of thelr respect
if we hed stood up A little more strongly in our dealings with them,
Tou stete Hic Lajesty vam unwilling to meet here in Brussels ﬂcnuir
and privately one of the most prominent 3ritish figures of today - that
oy hove been nrudent, but mirely Eie Uajesty =ight havelearned =much
by doing so, You further state that in the "deuxidme bureau® the
officer in charge of the limlson between foreign attechée and the
Goneral Steff, hee requested even officers of neutral powers mo longer
to eall, That I consider a grrve and unnecessary step, I further
coneider it scarcely compatible with our dignity to allew the German
Evbassy to receive diplonatic privileges n.ud- status for dozens and
dorens of Germans, some of which are lmovn t3 be sples, Hollend hed
the courage to refuse such "a staffing" of the German Legation in The
Hogue,

You are as awere 28 1 am, how constant and insistent hae been the
presture of the british and French Lilitary Attachds upon our Office
of lational Defence, to come to some understanding ms to how best
to come to Selglum's defence in case of s sudden German atteck, I
believe it exagrerated ond reckless neutrality when we refuse to llgten
to anytiing these officers have to say in the mmtter, The day moy

co=e when we may regret leck of forethought and provislon, Everyone
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nore we will need, moet of all, immedinte and powerful alr support, and
here nelther England nor France are scquainted with the simplest and
zowt neceseary facts as to our own Alr Service, its fields and sub=-
«erranean shelters,

Take the matter of the blockads, There are elght million Belginns,
I feel convinced that thres quarters of them belleve that the steps
England and Fronce have recently taken are both Justified and nnunu.rr
and that they are to a certain extent aleo fighting our battle, The
industrials, large importere mnd the bueiness men in general, mre
naturally those who will be worst hit, The howl in the prest and the
remonetrances by our l].lﬂ'rnrnmtnt are due to the fect that these men
control the one and have brought pressure to bear on the other, The
prees, in other words, does not reflect public opinion, Belglum will
83t be nearly as badly hit by the new blockade reguletions se will
Holland, Thers the ploeh will be more seriously felt, owing to the
lerge quentities of commodities exported by Germany through the port
of Hotterdam, A certein mmount of what we Belgiane received of German
manufactures we can probably manufecture ourselves,

For a number of years we have time and again urged upon Holland |
8 closer cooperetion, which Holland hasg invarisbly rejected, While
our Sovereigns at present undoubtedly see eye to eye, the fovernzents
asd politiclens do not, end Eolland follows her time-honored position
of lsolrtion, which proved so successful during the World Var,

I know that sn officer of the General Staff recently approached
the Dutch Hilitary Attachd, m Van Voorst Evekink, urging certain
common studies in regard to frontler protection, The Dutch officer
replied that were he to sugzest the matter to his superiore in Holland
he would at once be recalled and be replaced by one who might not be as

friendly to Belgium as he was,
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Throughout this country there is mow a Bighly organized and widely
developed system of German ssplonage end agents, in close touch with
Germans in varlous vital Belglen centers as well as by radio with Cermany,
The Forelgn Office forces our "Service de Suretd Publiqua" to keep thelr
hands off them, when for the geod of the country, and particularly at this
hour, the German service should be broken up and the worst of the sples
encorted mcross the border,

German plenes are constently violating our meutrelity by flylng over
our country, and I have good reason to belleve, have of late photograghed
our Zsstern 1ine of fortifications, Not wishing to pick a quarrel, even
in justifinble defence, we shoot at them helf-heartedly, and by the time
our pursult planes mre up in the helghte, where the Germans were obeerved,
they are already back across their border, TWe never chance to bring one
down,

I cannot belleve with popular oplofon that the Germans actually intendsd
to come mcross elther the Duteh or Belglan frontiers on November 1lth=12th,
I believe such steps ae they took were undertaken so ms to intimidate us
toth and force us into taking o more vigorous attitude mgainst the Eritish
blockade, They surely would consider the seriousnesso having an additional
million soldiers arrayed against them (600,000 Belglens and 400,000 Dutch)
and u.:ﬁti.ng the Allied-Duteh fleets in the Friesian Islands, facilitating
greatly attacking north-western German bases,

The threat of German inweslon is, I belleve, only part and parcel
of the German campaign of intimidation directed magainst the Low Countries,
principally almed at diverting their trade solely to Germany, The objective
ie to attempt to cut off all the sea routes between the continental nsutrals
and Oreat Britain across the North Ses, Holland, Belgium and Scandinavia
are to be forcel merely to trade with the Helch, Severzl times of late
this hes hinted that Belglan and Dutch shipping might be completely cut off

el
by the mine warfare, ﬁl't might thus be wiser for these to restrict thezeelves

to cormerce on the continent,"
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Fromi L Serial Yo, 11 Date: January 10, 1940,

THE CRISIS OF NOVEMBER 11, 1939,

Two versions have been glven of the happenings of the eleventh
of last November,

I, About November eighth the Queen of the Netherlands telephoned
Eing Leopold askcing If 1t would be comvenlient for hiz to see her if
the came the following morning to Brussels to consult with him 4n &
very difficult matter which had suddenly arisen, King Leopold replied
he would motor to the Hague to call on her and muld be st the
Quesn's nrrin-.‘ In erriving at the Hagus, the Queen informed him
thet & Nazi cabal had been formed by a number of higher Army officers
who proposed upon the entry of the Germans, a couple of days later,
to facilitate their cocoupation of the Dutch Chennel comat, the
Escaut and various concrete &£un emplacements throughout the oount ry,

The Eing of the Belglans immedimtely instructed Genernl Desd B,
the Belglan LUiniater of Nationsl Defence, to proceed to the Belgian-
srench frontlier, after requesting the French msd British comzanders
in thet region to meet him, Tunlwe Gensral Denis did, informing them
of what had happened, as alpo that the belglnn Ammy would cooperate
with them the moment theay crossed Belgium's frontiers, after Germany's
invasion of Holland,

King Leopold informed Queen Wilhelmina of the instructions he
had given General Denls ms also that Belglum would at once rally
to Holland's assistance if the Germans crosssd its frontiers and
Englend would probably occupy, in cooperation with the Duteh Hawy,
the Dutch Channel ports and Islands, Germany being inforsed of all
this abetained from croseling the Dutch frontier, A number of the
Dutch officers involved were dismissed from the Army,
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II, "Reconnaissance concentrations® and Buropean scares are

L-11 of 10 Jan,15L0 i

part of Gersan tactics, They are arranged with the object of
discovering military and political remctions, In the cass of tha
alars of Wovesber 1lth over Holland there can be mo doubt that thias
was deliberstely started by Germany in ordar to test the military
policy of France, Great Britain and Selgium, There we 8o ousstion
of a resl offeneive, but the trick half? woriced and the German
High Command derived a great deal of extresely important military
informetion as a result, They 414 nok, however, find out what they
most wmanted to know, namely, what the dlsposition of the British
Air Force would be in the case of such an inwvasion, nor did they
discover anything about British air tactics or etratezy, The
Zritish authorities were most metute and 4id mat fall into what
vae 8 deliberate trap, It is belleved the Gersans ware vary
chagrined,

The truth of what really took place or was in the =ind of
the Dersan High Comsand probably 1ies somewhere betwssn thess two

differing versions of eventa,
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Fromi L Serial lo, 16 Detel Jenuary 16, 1940,
THE HECE.T AEIGIAN CRISIS

Jelglum 1w once more experiencing a fear similar to that which
seized her on the Sth of Imat Lovember, Though generanl mobilization
hae not e yet been called, the three mdditionsl clastes (D" phase
of evacuation), which have just been called ta the colare, are the
lret ones prior to wuch mobilization, A German acroplene wea forced
down by engine trouble 4im the north-eastern part of the eountry and
the officer on board was found to posfess nepers remarted to
inetrust him to photogrmph various vital eastern lines of 3elginn
defence, In eddition to thia, mumbers of Germen planes hove during
the oest week been elghted, presumably occupled in similar tasks,

Larger bodlies of Gerzen troope have been moved from warious
points nlong the Dutch-German frontlier to vulnersble rolnts along
the selgian=German frontier,

The inhabltants of various sectlons along the eastern frontier
have recelved instructions to evacuate their homes, and all lesvas
of abrence have been suspended in the Arsy,

It hes iong alweye been planned, in case of criticel :I:I.!‘L‘ﬂ!.lit}‘)
to move a large part of the sachinery in the Fabrique Nationale
d'Armen da Guerre at Herstal Anm 2lpo in some of the Lifge arme
end ammunition fectories { snd motably the Cockerill works) to
similar factories in Sruges end Ghent, where the requisite concrete
foundetions for sace are ready et once to receive the machinery,

It im stcted that this ie now belng undertaken,

The Britisgh and French Ambassadors were called by the Forelgn
Office in the middle of the night of the 13=ldth, and informed by
the Forelgn Minister, ¥r, Spask, that the Delgian Aabasendor in

Berlin hed telephoned him that the German Army would move on Selglum

on the 1l4th, . I
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The Selglen Constitution provides that the Eing will in tizes
of war take over the metive command of the Ammy from the Minister
of Untional Defence, This wae done by His Unjesty at 4 o,m, on the
l4th, and all defencen nlong the Belgian roeds and flelds, blocking
the way for any entrance of French troops were removed,

It. is to be noted thet during all this excitement, the German
Eebasey iz Brussels took none of the steps for the departure of its
perpormel that were taken by it during the eritiecal daye of last
Lovember,

Various well-informed Intelligence Officers here have come to
the conclusion that Gersany nelther intenied to lovade Holland
in lovembergor Selpium this week,

Followlng ere the concluslons to which they have conej The
Viscount Davignon celled upon M, wom Ribbentrop in order mot only
to complain me to the Ger=an peroplans that had been flying over
north-sastern Belglua, #nd had been forced to land there, but
remonatrated vigorously at the contents of the papers thet had been
takes by the Belglan authorities froo the observer, The Viscount
Dnvignon was received most discourtecusly, informed the papers had
probably been trumped up by the Belgianas o &s to plek & quarrel,
which they certalnly would find Germeny not only ready to glve them,
out the followlng monraing, If s=o deslred, After varlous acrizonious
gtatements on both sides, the delglan Asbasendor left with the impremsion
that Germany was preparizg to attack the next day and #3 telephoned
the Torelgn Offlce in Erussele without qualifying his statement,

Thig was exactly what Ger=any desired, es mnxious then as in
.ovezber to put up & trial balloon in srder to ascertein the Belglan
reaction, In Hovesber, Hitler had mcquired the information that in
cane of B German nmﬁﬁnm_ selglum would come to her rescus,
now he acquired the information that in case of a German attack on
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selpium, Holland would pot come to her ald, put Engleand and France
yould ismedintely be appealed to, mnd the road to France clesred
‘in order to mllow Allied forces to enter immedimtely,

Hitler attained his object,
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From: L Serial No. 61 Date: February 23, 1940.

FINNI SH-G LN BEL.TIONS AND COMMGENTS THEREOM

4. On January 27, 1940, as Hoover representative of the Fimnish
Helief Fund, I visited Rovamiemi, eapital of Lapland. OCur party,
gueasts of Governor Hilils of Llaplapnd, consisted of Dorsey Stephens,
whom I was replacing, Minister of Edueaticn Bapnule, Gensral Walsodus,
commanding the Lapland Front, and Colonel Vilamo,

In n conversation I had with Gemernl ialenius, he made the
following atatement:

"Shortly after the declaration of hostilities, I went
to Germany as guest of Jrmy G.H.Q. and was shown the Slegfried
Line from /sshen to Besel. It was & very impreassive aight;

although a certain mmount of work rom.ined to be completed
and certain reinforcements were undar consideration,”

«t this point I sdvised Gensral mlenius that my home lay &
bundred miles on the western side of the Siegfried Line, spd that my
aympathies were also desply rooted with the Allies. This atatement
did oot disturb him in the lesat for since Germany's treachery with
Fussis, moat Finns consider thet thoy need show no sympathy or allegimnce
towards that oatlon.

I told Gemeral Welenius that I had besn conosrped quite recently
with the news of & further alerm, which had caused Belgium and Holland
to believe thet Germany contemplated an atteck slong thelr frontiers.
I asked him what he thought, from a soldier's point of view, of the
probability of such an ettagk. He replisd iumediately that such an
attack would not be made 1f the army had the final say. Hollond hed
very much improved her equipment and defenses, and while the fighting
ability of the Dutch wes yet to be proved, Germany wms fully aware
that a well-sgquipped fighting force of ower 650,000 men, whose morale
was pxcellesnt, awaited them in Belglum., Libreover they realized on
November 11, 1929, that an attack on Holland was paramount to an attack

CECLASRHIY
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on Belgium, and thet Belgium's entry would be Lansdistely followed by
the full strength of Frpoeo-Eritish Foroes. Such & move would mot be
dietated by sound militery strategy. What might be forced upon the

army by party politics, or & quick deoision of the Fuhrer, was mpothar
matter, oo which he felt unable to comment in any useful way whatsver,
B. A0 impertant and mctive iember of Farliamsnt made the following

statement:

"Mot long ego we hed the wisit in Finland of a Sweda,

Who 18 whole-heartedly sapousing our causs, i is Bargn

von Rosen, & brother-in-law of Uensral Goering (by Goering's

first wife)|, Beron von Rosen made the following stotement

to this Kember of Parlismant:

"l have very recently seen General Goearing, with whom

I am atill on good terms, T esked him what his attitude

wag with regerd to Swedish unofficial aid to Finland, Hkis

reply was: "You would be & wery poor lot if you did not ]

to their aid".

In the course of the conversstionm I told him how much this statamant
meant to me, snd then esked him what Goaring's persomal stren gth in
Germany wus todey, His reply was to the effeet that he was the strongest
men in thet country, end that what he told me could be considered with
that in mind,

OIS ENT

Hecant events whiech wers certainly not palatable to Geperal Goaring,
took plage regardless of his undoubted opposition. This doss not tend
t0 confirm the premier position whieh the Gensral attributes to himself.
I refer to the alliance with Fussis, and more recently to the imcideat
connescted with the stopping of & shipment of marcplanes from Italy,
destined to Finland vie Cermany. Goering was undoubtedly in-faver of
tihis eid, but von Ribbentrop and Hismler are credited with baving this
shipment stopped and returned to Italy, although their move was strongly
opposed by Coering,

C. The Finnish A and its Commerce.

In 1917 some 2ECD young Finns, filled with the desire to fight
Bt T
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against Russis, left on ome of the most interesting minor erusades

of history. They erossed on skis the Gulf of Bothnia at its narrowest
point, where some of them lost their lives, They ocontimued through
Sweden into Germeny.

In Germany they formed the Twenty-Second Juger Battelion, and
fought to the end of the war, solely on the ssstsrm froot agninst Rusais,

They returned, after the war, with relatively smell losses, apd
were available as megnificent officer material to form & cudre of today'a
splendid Finnish Forces.

These men have staff and line commends, The Finnish soldiers are
what I think might be described as "natural gantlemen who turn imto
wildemts ia thelr megnificent anger.” This la o wonderful combinmtion.

The generals commanding are by this time knmown to the world,
Oeseh, Csterman, Ceguist, Sihwo, Valve, lalmberg, ete., to whom should
be sdded the nmme of General Welenius, the hard man of the Horth Sale
Front.

The three gensrels first mentioned have Lad staff training in
Germany, and two of them in Frence as wil.

Above 2ll these stands the great figure of lannerheim, whose
magnificent record now, and et the time of Finlend's independence is
well koown. Fossibly less is known of that very interesting period inm
his history when he led the Czarist troops sgainst Germany im the world
wer, It is ioteresting to think toat at timea the 27th Fimnish Joger

Lattnlion on Germany's eastern front, fought egainst lennerheim's troops.

[ ]
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From: L Serinl Ko, 78 Date: Larch 14, 1940.

SERAN RELATIONS WITH HER NEIGHEORS
—_— s o PO SAlGHAORS

In & discussion with ope of the important German industrial leaders,
he stated:

heither the Poliah or Czechoslovek questions stand in the way of
poece with the ..llies, =8 the Allies know very well that any govermments
these former stetes now could asst up would bae oretty worthless,

ihe wllies have bmen told thet the feconatruction of Folapnd of 1914
with some esstern cnd southern provinces added would prove ncceptabla
to the Heich,

Czechoalovekin could never be rearoited in its former shaps, for
three-fourths of its citizens are pot pertisens of Semes., Any fair
plebieite would prove it,

The majority of the Czechs work loy=1lly with Germany o8 do the
gretter portion of the Dutek,

cerlio eonsiders our reletions with Belpgium ecinently sctisfactory
tnd vary largely due to Lesars, Plerlot cod Sneek.

The commerciel relstions are on an excellent footing. Such uermen
rims os Dorzig, hotall-derke, Jlemans-Gchuckert, wWestphalische hetal-
cesellschaft, ete. have of lete increcssd thelr Selglen busipness considerbly,
verman ordera to 1°Unionm iiniere Ealge, Usines Cugree-inrihsys and various
welleon industries are either developing normally or inoreesing,

Garuans ure awere of the fuect that belgium is greatly in need of
“wedish irom ores nd certein estegories of German coal,

#11 these business relstions prove the eoonomic and military importanss
to beleium of the Helch. Lelglion work would be parclyzed the day the
Allies wight march inte Scandinavic and aut Gemmeny end Belgium off from
maritims communications with Lhorwey and Sweden,

kilitary and sconomic ressons would both deter Garmapy from the arror

of invading Lelgium. Germany wishes on the other hapd to develop its
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transport of ite products through Lelgium nnd 1te commarce with it.

German-Italien apd Japenese reletions will hinder Germeny from making
eny out-and-out allisnce with Russis end limit her relations merely to
scopomic matters,

Germans realize their own =nd the Soviets' weak stretegie pesitien in
the weer-Zast, Thers the .lliss menace the Cousesus, the Ukrains end the
Crimes, =nd are supported not only by large well orgenized pritish and
;pepch forces, but could also be supported by the mction of thelr men=0f -wor
{n the clagk <en, cutting Lermany snd the Sovists of: from both o1l end wheat.

Germeny feels thet to be the grestest dnnger point. If it ia manaced
tpnere, it will atrike at another point, but not through belglum. Germany

balieves however thet Rome-Yashingion pe2cs propoait ions will meet with
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Hesumd; Husbare of foreigners in Zelglum, The metivities, training
and direction of Hmxl agente and the efforts being made by
thess to occupy positions, which would enable them in case of
German invasion immedintely mnd effectively to cooperate,
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From: L Serial ¥o, 118 Date: April 22, 1940

VIMBERS OF FOKEIGHERS IN SELGIWM

Certain happenings in Vorway have awskaned Belglana to the
poesibllity of similar dangers in their own country to which she,
owlng to her geographical position, next to Germany is even more
vulnerable than Norway, The immedinte functioning of Nazl agenta
and Harl organizations throughout the country, the moment German
troops croass the Belglan frontier, seems & cartaln fast in light
of the mstonlshing Norweglan revelations, Enough has already been
discovered by the Belgien authoritiss ts wern thes to prepars against
a elailar surprise and disillusionsent as that of the unsuspscting,
gimple and trusting Jorweglans,

Belglom hes today eome 254,000 forelgners over 15 years old,
the largest mmmber of which are Germans, They mre distributed as

follows throughout the nine provinzes!

Antwerp = 57,493 (particularly in business and shipping)
Erabant - 74,711

Epnt Flanders - 8,865

West Flanders - 10,761

Hainaut - 42,2082 (particularly in the minss)

Lidge - 34,598 (aetel and arme factories)

Limburg - 14,085 RS

Luzesburg - 4,884 R e B

kit I Sy SLR Duie. Y 2 L i3

4 large number of forelgners in Belglum are not regletersd, When
ration cards were recently distributed some nime thousand forelgners
waddenly appeared and msked to have their status regularized,

The hold of the Uermans upon Antwerp buslness is perticularly
alaraing,

dpart from permanent forelgn residents, m great many hove entered
the country, under one erocuse or amother, during the last few weeks,

The French Intelligence Service informed thim office that some
TS|
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6-8 Gorman "fishermen® had daily been arriving during the last ten
days, living in the German Embassy or former Crechsslovak Legntion,

on thelr way to the coast, As the Department of Justice suspected
them of being German governsent agente, bound for various pointas
along the cosst, from where they might, with the develooment of events
get in touch with German vessels, they are being consclentioualy
shadowed,

Others, throughout the country, located in mll key polnts and
dingulned ap farmers, labvorers, bueiness cen, studente, etc, are
believed to be Nazi agents instructed to seize the control of ey
polnts the moment the invasion takes place, Belgium is believed to
have some 10,000 Hagi sfhock troops, with Hazl cells in small hemlets
as well na the larger cltiesn,

decent lorweglan events have opened the eyes of the Selgian police
t3 & great many thinge and perticularly the following:

All local lesders of the various cells have their special duties,
‘bey must report regularly to the central office, and inspectors
call frequently to look after their activities,

Earr Eohle, from his office in Berlin, directs ne head of the
foreign recral ting depertzent, the lines to be followed,

In Zelglum ebout 82-85% of the Uasis are Gersans asd the resainder
disgruntled natisnale or genuine Nagl sympothizers, The leaders
are Germans trained in Germany, learning in special schools the rediments
of thelr future mctivities,

Their training tekes six months and inclules langunges (Fle=iah
or French), local Belgian politice, photograchy, military strategy
and such =inor subjects me netional folklore, local customs, music and
literature, The teachers in Gersany have spent many years in Belgium,

After completing the course, the leaders returs to their warious
Zelglan posts in the gulpe of commercial trevellers, agents, Journallats,
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diplomatic Junior officers or purely as travellers, They are
instructed to get unobetrusively im toush with local German residents

and to organize thelr activities without mrousing antagonimm or.
suspleion,

In addition to this Germany has ales her "propaganda soldiere®,
or the "nerve-wreckers” ae they are cnlled in Germany, which include
verious nationalities and who are supplied with sush sropaganda
materiel as they require by the German conmulntes or embansy,

Their weapon is fear, They talk sbout the might of ths German
air force and invineibility of the mechanized troops, They tell mll
the "secreta" of the weak polnts of the Allies, Thelir task is
to undermine confidence in the Alliese, They work subtly = at least
acsording to German standards and p-rr.hnlng} professing their own
allegiance to Jelglum and at first deride Nazi Germany, EBut they
aleo point out the tresendous power of Hitler and the weskmesses of
his opponents who a8 now engaged in Hnrq;r)muld. rot pomalbly divert
any conaiderable number of troope to Belglum's ansistance,

The entire movement in Belgium is led from Antwerp by e
business man named Schultze,

The veterans mssooiation, which has been studying the abtove hna
in consequence of what it has sscertained and in connection with
nationel events written the Govermment & letter, In thls the
association aske, in order to safeguard the country, that the
bovernment strengthen the survelllance of forelgners, especlally
by & regular and permanent police control of the movemente of nationals

of belligerent countries, who are of fighting age,

r':h' 91 a7

ol e ...-1" : H



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045

