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i The imsrican Consul Ceneral here in Vladivostok, !T. angus

i. dard, cade an officlal trip tc Kosoow leaving Viadivostck cn
dugust EPtR and arriving back at this post on Cotober 4th, 1wd2.
The following repart comprises thoe maln points he obwerved, and
obtalned from conversaticas with fellow Soviet passengers, oo hias
trip. The majority of the items woro gained from his return trip,
:lt:hl greater portion of hia trip to ¥oeoow was by alr transpor-
atlan.

#r. sard statos that the raillway tunnel uwader the Amur River
{(at rhabarovsk) Lus been completed and is ready for use, but that
its existence is belng kept as seoret as possible. its western
end is sbout 1-1/4 miles west of the Amur River, while its eastern
end im in the environs of the eolty of Khabarovak. The length of
the railvay tunnel is estimated t0 be approximately 3-3/4 ciles
spd to be alngle tracked.

He further states that one loformant %old him that Xensk is to
be the western terzlnus of the Balkal-imur Main Line. Still other
reports are that it ie to be ut Nighoeudinsk and cthars at Talshet.
He wus unable to make any obssrvations that would tead to confirm
any of the above.

agoording to loformation he oould learn from fellow Rusalan
passengers, it is understccd that the greater porticn of former
personnel of the Soviet Far Fast army have been used as rerlace-
mautes on the Uestern Front; and that that furuu of the formar
arzy remainlng ls now being used as a training nucleus for newly
mobllized conseripts. approzimately ten armored tralos esoch con-
neated to & loocomotive under steam, and sach on the alert, were
seon during the last 626 miles to Viadlvostok.

Froa his observatlons and prevlous knowledge of the country,
he cstimated that potroleum from the United States and Sakhalin
is being furnished to railway tank cars sast of Krasooyarsk.

As his traln moved sast from Hoscow the food avalilable along
the rellevay route graduaslly improved In quantity roaching 1te
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at Sverdlovek. Thersafter it became steadlly scarcer.

8 doss Dot mean that the food obtalnable oould be compared
%0 that in the United States or almost any otber "white” ocoun-
try. Soviet monay wea acoeptable for sale of food, generally,
from Moscow %o Karimakaya. From just weat of Irkutek to Vladi-
vostok soma raw oranberries and an cccasional bottle of milk
ware dbout the only foods offersd for barter.

The disoipline amongst the Srain perscansl seemed to Iir.
iard to be at the lowest ebb it Bas ever been in his B-1/2 yours
in the Soviet Union. The crew "boctlegged™ and acospted "glfta™
for train tickets from time to time.

From ocooversatioms he bad with them, some Soviet irmy Offi-
oars, fallow travellers, fro= the Leningrad area claimed that
practically impregnable reinforoed oconorete and metal fortifica-
tions have been consiruoted by the Germans arcund Leningrad. [hat
the food and supply situation in that ecity is very bad and will
probably not improve until Lake Ladoga is frosem over. They also
stated that Shlisselburg fortress is held by Red troops but that
the olty is held by the Germans; and that at Peterhof, the palace
area ls in Soviet hands but that the village is held by German
troog-. 4 Red Navy Offiesar fellow traveller stated that the soviet
battleship "October Revolution™ had been very badly dumaged by
German bombing at Xronstadt.

In general, going cast from Moscow were large numbers of war
damaged railway curs; they appearsd to be in proocess of being
moved as far esast as Novosibirsk. Likewlse hospltal tralna were
in prooess of beilng moved esast but none were sighted east of No-
voslbirsk. Ho rolling stook eould be sald to be lylng icle.
It was sspeolally noted that there was very hearvy tralo traffio
between (mak and Swverdlovsk, in which coal treins made up the bulk
of the traffic and in which they wers always glven priority.

Yhen M¥r. Ward's traln left Loscow more than one half the pae-
sangers wers mambers of armed foroes oo tranafer or leave, and
convalesgeant wounded, travelling to Siberla, to places am far sast
ap Sverdlovak. Diselpline and oonduct were poor among men who had
been in advanced zones. at first he attributed this situation to
bigh spirits and the holiday feeling ususlly shown by troops mov-
ing from a zone of aotiom to a Test area but as the days passed,
and he galned opportunities to chat with msoldiers and offiocers, he
bsoame convinoed that it reflected more & general lowering of mor-
ale among the t s from advanoed zones. Soldlers complained o-
penly and even 1 of poor food, living cocdlitlone, hoapltali-
zation and leadership, and repeatedly compared thelr plight with
that of the well fed and well carsd for Qsarman soldiers oo the
Eastern Front. Offlcers ccmplained cautiously of pocr supply or-

anization, inadequate and faulty algnal corps organization in the
leld, sesming indifference of Soviet high command to heavy losses
of life among line troops, and use of NEYD troops to prevent re-
treat by troops in actiom. Cme offlcer was bitter over the mowing
down by SXVD troops of two battalions of overvhelmed infantry on
the Keroh peninsula. The lack of adejuate medical care, such that
thers wars many casualtles froo gangrens, wae also 4 subjeot of
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The Rover Boys have returned (two days ago) and 11fe has settled
down again to routine after the first flurry of opening parcels ete has
died away, in additional and unexpected bounty from the Sovieta appearsd
at the same time in the form of hot water, and we are now enjoying hot
baths from time to time without having %o cook the water on the stove,
Locks 1ike having an idsiral and a General in the house has its benefits.

The plans was held up about five days at Euibisher due to ths foul
flying weather prewailing this time of year, and is now held up here waiting
to get cut again, The Reds are sxcesdingly carsful about allowing anything
in the air and take no chances. This policy has been a sound one in that
in the eight months I've besn arourd at least, thers have been no accidenta
or aven forced landings on the Teheran-Kuibishev-Moscow run, and this
without benefit of ‘much in the way of radic navigating squipsent, I flew
to Kuibishew and back in the nose of General Bradley's plane soms time ago,
to translate for the Soviet navigator they carried. He was & sawage sort of
duck from the Ukraine who sigzagged across the country and appearsd to be
lost about half the tire, On those rare occasions when he was abaclutely
sure of himself he would lean back and sing at the top of his volce, having
firet shouted the good news to the Soviet radioman back aft. It was a comedy .

Zaitsev, the Captain first rank who is the navy's liason officer,
was the only officlal Soviet on the field to greet the official plane, He
appsars to be exceedingly fond of Admiral Duncan and was also on hand to see
him off last fall. The Red Army was not represented in sither cass. They
have a Number One by the name of YTestignasv, a dapper looking polkownik from
the Caucamus somewhers (Judging by hia locks), and most of the ¥.A.'s conaider
him a first category barstard, HNot at all the amiable and helpful fellow
Zaitoev 1=,

Thers are however, quits a few decent lads in the army. Lt. Col.
Dick Fark had a cocktail party when Hurley was here and about a doten assortsd
army officers turned up, moatly people Dick doss business with, plus Hurley's
plane crew. It can hardly be sald they have an sasy drawing roon manner, but
no doubt carry themselvas off as well as would the majority of garden variety
U.5. Army officers caught around Fort 5111 or Cheyenne or some such., The
most unusual case on record ocouwrred several wesks ago via the strange agency
of the circus, Lt. Col. Gray, a tank corps man with Gen, Faymonville, was at
the circus with another American and two Soviet gals. Cray was looking around
for a match, and a Aed tank major offered him a light from his lighter. Gray
remarked in English that he had been looking all over for such a lighter, an
affalr mads from a rifle cartridge. On getting this bit of info translatsd
into Hussian the Red major insisted that Cray take it as a presant, after the
old expansive Russian fashion. To make a long story short, they ended up by
taking him home for dinner, where a perfectly swell time was had by all, The
fellow was a Hero of the Soviet Uniom, and on pushing off, mentioned with
practically tears in his eyes that there were only two times in his 1ife he had
felt quite 1ike he did then; when he received his order Hero, and the current
moment, The next morning, a very fine litile case appesared via messenger and
in it were four mora of the lighters., The case was stitably inscribed, "To
Colonel Gray, from Herc of the Soviet Union ete ete.... It may sesm a pilddling
affalr to pass on such an appatrently commonplace occurrence, but I can assure
you, it has never happsnsd in the memory of any of the present staff here, and
is all the sore remarkable in that he had to call up first for his C.0.'s
pormission, which was fresly given. The fellow im now in Cmak, from whanc
he telsphoned one of the gals who had been on the party, :
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There in no doubt however, that the people are starting to get more
friendly since the African venture and particularly since the svccess of their
new offensives all along the sastern front, They are apparently of the epinion
that our drawing off of German stre has been partly responsible for thia
rapid advance. Last night several of #ent to see, "Pikovaya Dama,” and #hils in the
interminable line walting to park our coata, we were much surprised to have &
man in arsy uniforms insist we go to the head of the line, He was vigorously
supported in this by the wardrobe man and by the people ahead of us, which is
far different from the sentiments volced when a comrads tries such a stunt,
And that old, reliable standby of popularity gauges, salutes, indicates by the
large nusber we are getting that furriners are 0.F, h no ns indie

; hlcr things hers,
or all we know they might invits us tomerrow to

) -
take a ride on a destroyer,

Dick Park, along with General Hurley, apparently got a lot of good dope
when they were on the Stalingrad front. Hurley is a great jollier and gets next
to the average Russian with sase, calling them "Rain-im-the-Face", or "Sitting
Bull,® or some such, which they seem to enjoy hugely, aleng with his Chocktaw
Indian yell. I daresay it was FDR's pressure which got him into such a good
spot to obmerve the fighting, although Hurley's cwn perscnality made the most of
the opportunity. Dick Park i1s no slouch as far as personality is concerned and
has more ability to get along with Rusafans than practically anmyons I ever set,
He is outstanding in that respect among the irmy attaches hers, Faymonville of
course har a wide circle of acquaintances here and seems to be most popular with
the Russians. He 1s most unocstentatious mbout his operations and never embarrasses
his Red pals by flaunting them before the multitude, most of them shrinking from
the glare of publieity with the modesty of a ground mole.

The correspondents are now out on a conducted tour of the "front” and
it remains to be ssen what they will get in on. T was amused %o see a blurk in
"Time," to the affect that their sound information on what was going on in Russia
was based on the experlence of Walter Grasbner's five months at the front with the
Russian armies, Walter never rose off his dead bottom in the Metropole Hotel
for more time than was necessary to move down to the dining room an’ return.
And none of the other correspondents ever do either axcept in the rarest instances.
This includes our friend Faul Winterton, of HEC fame, They take the press
handouts and like em, plus what they can glean out of ths local newspapera. Henry
Cassldy sesms to be considerably better grounded in the fundamentals here, no
doubt dus to his leng sojourn of two ysars or more, Not much of a boozer and
keapa his sara flapping and his syes open. Walter Kerr, New York Herald Tribune,
1s more or less fed up with the beszness here and wants to get home and into the
army as a fighting man, being a young fellow and full of beans, Shapiro, U.P.;
is consldered the dean of the corps and is a shrewd, Russlan apeaking Jew who
has besn in koscow In peace time, atudying. T don't believe he's too popular with
the Embassy and has on several ococcasions tried soms shady stunts to get news.
Neither his nor Gilmore's (A.P.) ethice are considered above reproach. Maurice
Hindus is of courses a screwball of the first category, blassd beyond all hope of
factual reporting, a Red of the 0ld School Tie.

There is a very interesting play currently running in Moscow, “The
Eremlin Chimes.” GCives a not tm bright pleture of Moscow and the Muscovites éirea
1523, with plenty of jibes at the sager bungling of some of the communists of
that day. A wery gemuine locking and acting Lenin is there, plus Uncle Joes and
Dzerjinsky, all three very almable and mympathique and firm when firsness ls nesded.
The crowd is of course too stupsfied at seeing such a trio to do much more than
guap., Or maybe the plcoture wasm too damm true, It fa perfectly astonlshing to
see what a difference there la in the appearance of various audlences hera, The
pupar dupars are of course sesen only in private cluba and socistles, one or two
of whizh 1 have managed to get Into from time to time., Generals galore and women
in nice furs and halir do, Next mwomes the dramatic theatre and the concerts, whers
the crowd is clean and enthusiastic and "culturny” to the extent of not shoving
sach other arcund or yodeling during the performance, HNearly all officers and
families hare, plus & few nice looking civilians, In the ballet, the prolstariat



begins to make itself felt and smelt, and there is a generous sprinkling of
prostitutes charging around looking for soldiers on leave and foreigners.

ks many enlisted men as officers and mmsses of high school gals probably in

on fres tickets from their special herolne in the ballet, whom they chear to the
rooftops. Most of the furriners are to be found here as it entails no necessity
for understanding the lingo, Laat of all comes the circus, and thera is no doubt
they scraps the bottom for this, A foreigner in the circus, especially in uniforas,
is almost s much a center of interest as the waltzing bears and takes a chance of
having asa many fleas on him when he leaves as the sald bedre. The movies catch
all categories, fust like they do in the US, and on those rare occaslons when a
decent film (by Soviet standards) shows up, individuals will go five or six times
to it. Home life is sc damned drab and public that most of the citizens prefer
to spand thelir time away from it, The ballet is even heated comfortably, which

is more than can be sald about any other establishzent in Moscow, including the
US Esbassy. It hovers arcund 50 f. in our office and living quarters.

r It is my personal opinion that now the Soviets are on the make, they will
be hard to talk into allowing any considerabla fighting unite of foraign. powers
into the Unien, Joe i simply not golng to whack up the credit for wictory in
the weat or gooss the Japs in the sast if he can accomplish the necessary ends
otherwise. This goes double for helping China by allowing such material to get
there via his domain, It is cortainly not to Soviet interests to see China come
out of this in any other than an exhauated comdition, in fact so dam bad a
condition tha* the foreign powsrs would fesl "obliged" to "help® them, which would
of course be the go sign for the Reds to infiltrate and keep Chisma for the Chinese.
(Commumnista). I hawen't the slightest doubt that Chiness "unity® will end with
Chiang Kai-shek, and he can't live forever,

e are faced with the problem of what to furnish the Soviet friends
with on thoss occasions when we get our hands on them. Thirs alsc goss for the
Froggles and other spars parts, of which there ip always a generous sprinkling
on hand., Vodka is now 311 per litre and on a quota of four liters per person
per month. You know what a RFusalan ean do to a liter of vodkay Champagne in
almost impossible to get and ia 38 bottle, WVarious wines are awvailable
in small quantities, ranging abou! $5 per bottle. The Bussians are not too fond
of whiskey, which they term "ersats vodka™, and thers isn't any whiskey anyway,
8o that queation is largely academic. I noticed in a "New Yorker®™ the other day
an advertisemant for wodka made in the USA, and although it pesma rather peculiar
to ship vodka to the USSR of all places, I believe 1t would be a firat class idea
if we could get about aix cases of American vodka over here to relisve the
entertaining situation. I realise it may sound damned odd, bringing up the
matter of "entartaining®™ when a lot of my contemporaries are being entertained on
coconut milk or woras, in a jungle somewhere, but there i{s a job to do here and
ita goling to get bigger before it gets mmaller. 1 firmly belleve that a good
solild organization in the USSR ls going te pay dividends even befors the end of ths
war, and after the war, in the post war sorabble and God-knows-what we are going
to need well ciled and jewsled bearings to support the fine contact point batwean
three hundred million people.

There must be a certaln sense of security in the alr around here, They
are taking down the boards over a lot of the windows, including display windowa in
the Moscow Hotel, Streest lights are on now, di=mmed of course, but bright enough
to ses your way around by, and motor cars and tmses carry fairly bright headlights.
There is still a midnight curfew, not rigidly enforced; and a diplomatic card
usually enough to get by on even if you don't have an all night pass. On New
Years, the curfew was suspsndad as they probably wouldn't have had enough jalls to
hold all the violaters. They put out the info gquite late in the aftermoon of the
3lst; sc poople couldn't be sure of It until the last smoment.
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Frankel is all steamed up to get back to Murmansk and it locks 1ike
he may have an adequate staff on the way at last, If he can only get his
motor car up there! Taecker is vastly relieved now that his chow has arrived
and his only complaint now is the slow mail sarvice, a justifiable gripe,

The transportation situation here im not of the beat due to the
shortage of gasoline, or the terribls stuff the Bolos sall gasoline, The
motorcysle will scarcely run on it. We are allotted for the two cars and the
motorcycle 300 liters per month, which isn't ms much as it ssoma in that the
cars go most of the time in second gear dus to the poor fusl. The enlisted
men live in Mokovays, near the Kational hotel and taks their meals in Spasso,

a mile and three fifths. Several of the officers also park in Spasso, and all

this requires a considerabla amount of ferry work. Then there are the trips to

the airfisld and station from time to time, and the calls at tha navy ofice.

:. are planning to get gas inte the north and trade it for mors on the allowance
ere.

The Froggies are pretty well satablished here now. 014 Genoral
Fetit is the head man, He wan in South America for several years and missed
the war in France. The "aviators® are cut at Ivanove, not far from Moscow,
The business of getting next to them ig hand{capped considerably in that we have
no facilities for entortaining them, but so far, 1t ia safe to say they are not
doing a hell of a lot,

Lt. Col. Gray has just gotten back from a couple of weeks at Gorky,
at a tank repair works. He says it ia positively shocking to find what a lack
of tools and facilities they are suffering under., In some casss the tools are
there but have besn carefully packed away and the Russians contimue to remove
nuts with a cold chisel and hamzer, The tanks are lying around in the snow
with no effort to protect the guns or keep the wet out of them. The most
appalling part of the whole place was the sanitary arrangsments, or rather
the lack of them, A toflet ](:"t.h.ru holer type) had long since been filled up,
had overflowed into the floor, finally into the yand, and at the pressnt
Juncture they were clisbing on to the tep of the pile there, One had to wade
into a similar mess in the case of a small head inside the building., The
mechanics are 1ittle more than animals, sc he says. OGray is no diletants and
weRdea into the grease up to the slbows. His stuff s no exaggeration as T have
seen the same thing in half a dosen places. They were most hoapitable to his
however; gave him the best they had to eat, inluding plenty of meat (rarity).
All expresssd amazement that he should want to live at the repair works instesd
of the hotel in town (ten miles away) and that he should get out theare and
dirty his hands. A british delsgation out some time previously had been of
another kidney and had given them differsnt ideas on foreigners.

I've had no indication so far that you get any of thess lettera, or
if you mre interested, or if you think it would be better to incorporats this
sort of stuff into more sedats reports to DNI, I have always baen of the
opinion that more can be said without hawing to nusber the parmgraphs and guard
your language, and trust you will see that anybody who might be interestsd
getes his noss into this.
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F.8, Just learned eomething of posrlole intersst the otiier night,
A Soviet friend of mine wask at a gathering at which the well
known compoger Prokoplev wee on hend, He fald that he m ¢
Eeveral of hie asecclates were busy writing up a Boviet anthen
to replrce the "Internationale.® They had four versleons ceshed
off to date, for tentative trials before the Big Bhote, one

verelon belng pretty close an approximation to the old Imperial
"God Save the Tear," What next?
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&q
From: Comrander Kemp Tolley, USH. ¥
To: The Director of Naval Intelligence. .LQ
Via: The Naval attache, Foscow, U'S5H. P /l.l'b
2
Subject: Conversetions ='th Soviet laval Officer. News letter, ¢
1. Captain-Lisutenant kihail Foatrinsky is arsistant llason

officer for foreipgn naval attaches at lioscow, He speaks and underatands a
considerable amount of Englis', having been assiptunt naval pttache st
London for geveral years, prior to ths outbreak of the present war. [le
ordinarily expresses himself freely. (n tYe occasion of the subject con-
versatlons he appeared exeeptionally frank, possibly due to the friemdly
surroundings, which included tro other irerican naval officers and a bottle
of whiskey.

2, His general attitude as far as the war ir concermed is one
of uninspired, do ged determination, As a Ukranian, his homeland is over
run, As a Baltic naval officer, hip family has heen sent easteard to the
U'rals, and the majority of his belengings and small trinkets abandoned in
Leningrad. Like =illions and milllons of other Soviets, his proapects of
pettling down to an ordared 1life, professionally or personally, sce- to be
out of aight in the fog of the future. Liké most Aussians, he has a heredi-
tary dislike for all Gerruns, partly through Jjealougy, rartly in remembrancea
of the past.

3 Tt ia i{mprobable that Kostrinsky has access to =aterial which
would influence his opiniona on malor policy, but certainly he has opportunit-
to join in discussicns and hear the viers of mumbersz of officers of the
Soviet naval commimsariat,

¢ His two principal themes ere: (a) Concentratiom of all
silitary strength in one theatre of war, and (b) cleser cooperation between
the "nited Nations., He arpues that rhile twelve axis divisions were tied
down in north africa, tvo hundred and Cifty were engaged on the Soviet Front.
The effort in time and =msterial spent in transporting the allied Forces to
Egypt and est .frica, could, if cosbined with forces available in GSritain,
have been declaively esployed in Lurope, Oereany would have been unable
te guprort a strong african Aiversion concurrently with defending hereelfl
in Europs on two fronts,

5 An for cooperation hetween the 'n!ted lNatincns and the Soviet
Union, Kostrinalky deplored the lack of an foint liason or ceordinatlon of
grand strategy. I pointed out that wyarlous efforta hnd bean made go far on
our part, to estahlish liason and formulate plans to cover the Far Eastern
theatrs in case of Japanese attack, Kostrinsky replled that they had
absolutély no mispivings about their ability to defend therselves in the
East againat the Japanese; that they matched the Jananese soldler for scldier
and with some in excess; that thelr ressrves and auxlliary nervicea in the
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Subject: Conversations with Soviet Naval Officer, News httm. i

T 24
East had not been drswn on to help in the West; that indeed the Far Eastern
arry had been STRENGTUENED since the cutbreak of hostilities ‘r the Weat.
I suggested thut the Japanese conld probably manage to put a million men in
Lanchuris in case of war with the USSH. Kostrinsky inslated that they could
mateh thee man for ran, tank for tank, plane for plane, and that after
Changkufeng and Nomonhan they had no doubts about relative fighting ability,
He menticned that naval activity, particularly submarines, would be more
or lezs restricted to the Japa:n Sea inasmuch as the Japanese controlled the
several narrow axits into the Facific, This would greatly restrict the
influence the submarine forces =might hawve on the [low of Jupanese supplies,
which could be brought across routes south of Tsushima,

6., I rerarked that it would be most welcome if the onmortunity
wers glven our officers from tire to tise to make crulses on hoard Soviet
shipas, particularly in the Black Sen area, Kostrinaky secid that as far as
the Black Sea wus concerncd, there didn't appear to be much possibility at
the moment as major operatic-s ‘n *hat ares were In the making.

Ts He made no merntion of the United Metione supplles reeching
the U55R., end it i{s probable that he iz no better informed in this respect
than the majorit- of the Soviats, who have no source of information othwer
than oceasional flashes in the newsarcels, of ships being unloaded in the
north, or a convoy enroute,

8. As to the British, Koetrinsky had no opinions to offer other
than that Comdr, Lea, H.l., next senior to Hear Adm. Miles, must be of pretty
low horsepowar, having remained a lieutenant comsander upwards of ten vears,
and that this fact didn't surprise him after hsving gotten to imow Lea better,

9. The Soviet naval medical service and thelr doctors were
excentinrall- low in Kostrinsky's opinion. He remarked that in the old
izperial duys there was a swring to the effect that the ship's prieat, the
ship's doctor and the ship's cat were well knewn for never doing a damn thing
useful and that as far as the second two were concerned, conditionm ware
largely the same in the Soviet Flest,

10, Kostrinaky i1s a man of average to better than average intellig-
ence Ly our standards, He has aleo enjoyed the breadening influsnces of duty
in a forelyn country, whick comprurably would have a far greater effect on a
Sovist than on an .merlican.

1% arnears that his opinions as formed by his dlscussions with
fellor o flcers and by the inforsmtlor he has access to, do not engender
& concept of strategy as broad as the angle-imericen corbine has followed,
Furtherpere, it is apparent that Soviet opinion in not satisfied Ly any means
with the afric.n ca=maion as a full diveralonary effort '~ *he Yeat, The
"Tioroy (Second) Front" is atill expected, even though 1ittle hays ne lenger
remind foreigners of it in the streets as they did during the taut days of

laat. summer,
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11. It is regretted that no sction hus wet been taken in ex-
changing efficers with the Red Navy for duty on shipboard. Considering
our syster as compare’ to the Soviets, there i{s no reason to believe that
they do not have excellent sources of information from our ships through
amperican anilors who have comminist affiliations or sympathiesa, It is not
Likely that we have any corparable source in the Red Flest from which we can
obtain informaticon on the morale, training, intelligence, aTficlencr and
outlock of their men or the condition of their ships. There {s certainly
no doubt that Soviet information on proctically every phase of imerican
activity 1s wastly greater than our informstion on them, Tt is not likely
that in having a Soviet officer on an American ship could we diselose much
that they don't already knor., 4s te technical details, an oheerver =zlking
about the ghip or serving in her can obtain nothing more than superficialities,
Technical information in detall s & matter of blusprints. Information on
parsonnal we can get only by observetion on board Zeviet shipa, and this ia
vital information which ther undoubtedly have ahout ua,

It is reasonable to expect that follewin. the present war, the
eilitary in the Soviet Union will be in & tremendously strong position, Even
at the present tirme, hardly a day passes that does not bring some new deelop-
rent improving the position of the arsy and shaping Its charscter along the
lines of the best fasclat and militorist arsies in Europe, aftar the war we
shall perhaps see u Aussi: as intencely nationalistic cnd fascist as 1937
Germany an’ Ifaly. Then we will not mrjoy the positien of flghting allies
as we do now, with legitimate reasons to axchange officers and occupy rositions
where information can be exchanpged, information which may be {rvaluable to
us five yesrs from now, when it will bo unobtainable,

12, I do not beliewe that we can expect a large measure of st-ong
doviet cooperation in the Far East unless and until military actlon ia forced
by the Jupanese, wnd in all probability the Red information services are
sufficlently seod to pive the advorce warning of any such setion, (Litvinov
warr.ad ua of a surprise attack.] The principal Japanese attack could be
launched only through kanchuria or Mongolia, both of which are cortainly

‘ewarming nith Soviet aples. If any attack 1s =ade, the initial bHlow would

posaibly be a surprise invasion of Kamchatka and the adjscent coast, to fore-
stall American asristance and furnish a base for attack from thwe weaker northern
flank, Xamchatke i{s ringsd =~1th Japaness ishing corcessions and itas
vulnerability 1s unqudstionible, A landing in force at the imur Eiver mouth
would be alec highly probable, with the river providing an excellent hipheay

to the interior. The Japs carried out such an operation with great muccess

and first class military-naval cooperation in the sumrer of 1938, 4n the
advance up the Yangtze to Hankow,

The Soviets may also possibly suspect that a certain amount

of our keen interest In the Far Cast mupply route 1r in connection with
furnishing wur materlals to China, It is obvionaly to Soviet interests to
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ses China saved from Japanens domination, but not paved so overwhelmin ly
that the Chinese will be in any other than an utterly exhaustsd condit!on
at the conclusion of peace. Not only exhausted, but also not too hapny
about the lack of asslatance recalved from the dnglo-imericana.

ELED: Office of Haval attache,
A7 acerican Embassy, BU/hk
Loscow, USSH.

February 2, 1943,

Prom: The Naval Attache,
To: The Director of Naval Intelligence.
1. Forwarded,
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