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July 26, 19:56 . 

IIII&OruJIDUl: FOR 

liOfl. H/JU,l,EE BRAneR 

... 
WUl ;rou ban an 1Andlp.Uon 

ade, without brln£J.nc ~ tllUe BouH 

1Ato U 1n 11117 wa:r, 1nto the allepUon• 

rep!'dlnc llr. Petao F. hpe 1lbo _. 

-4 on the lht tor Pon..ner of 

lo8toD' n 1e 8llep4 Ulat he hu 

be• • ._~ betoN tiM Poor Deb1:or1 • 

Cov:zot beU.• bantf .ad tll1rt;r •t.e•, 
&114 tlld onoe or twioe he b.a• soae 

tllrou&b ~to;r. ~. t:b.at 

be b.a• the smeral repatau.- o~ UYer 

• .,.;riAS hh ~bt• uoept under u:&z 1 1 

a 0611All•loD· 

r. D. B. 
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JAMES H . BRENNAN \\}J 
18 TIIIIMOHT STIUIT '~ 

BOITOH. MAOOACH UUTT.; (' 

July 24, 1935. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Wasnington, D. c. 

Dear Kr. President: 

It occurred to me since you gnnted 
me a moat pleasant and wonderfUl interview 
on Friday, Ju~y 19th, that probably it has 
not been called to your attention that Kr. 
Peter F. Tague, one of the eligibl es for 
Postmaster of Boston, is st present employed 
as Election Commissioner of the City of Boston, 
and that his term does not expirs until spring 
of 19~6. His present salary ia $6,000. ao that 
he will be steadily employed, I believe, until 
April of 1936. I thought probably this informa­
tion would be of interest to you in connection 
with the situation. 

With nighest personal 

JHB:B 



THE WHITE HOUSE (J 
WARCINGTON • 

. ,):.. ,.,. . , 
,t?o ~J.t h~ 

'S:&tember 22, 1936. 

Y!UO FOR THE P. S. 

Will you tell this in great 

oonfidence t o Harllee Branoh but 

do not let it come out? 

F. D. R. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

September 18, 1936. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

COLONEL WATSON 

Will you tell me what 

I oan r eply to th1et 
• 

M. A. LE HAND 
Private Secretary 

September 19, 1936. 
MEMORANDUM FOR UISS LeHAlnJ: 

I have personally verified the fact that Colonel !arle D 1 Arcy Pearce i s not on the general officer eligibl1 list, pr epared yearly by a board of gener als . Under the provisions of the Nati onal Defense Act of 1920, it is prescribed that general officers be promoted from this list. I f you tell Mr. Branch this, I would suggest that 
he be cautioned that it i~~~idential. 

~1 '1fATSON, 
Lieut. Colonel , F. A. 

Military Aide to The President . 

, 



8EC ONO ASSISTANT P08TMA8TI:A OENEAAL 

WAS H INGTON 

Sept~ber 14, 1936 . 

Uiss l!llrgueri te Le Rand , 
Personal Secretary to the President , 
The Whit e House , 
¥ashi ngton, D. C. 

?!y dear !.lias I.e Hand: 

For years the princi pal officials or t he Atlanta 
Journal, with which I was co!lllecte<! eo l ona, hllve been 
earnostly hoping that Colonel Earle D'Arcy P~e YQUld 
be pr omoted , and upon eac!l occasion l"hen hi s namo has 
been possed by the War Department Boord they have been 
greatly disoppoi nted. 

I think Cajor Cohen talked with the President about 
two years afo concerning Colonel Peerce . He is a eon-in­
law of the late llr. J~s R.Cray, fo~er President , 
publisher and largest atvckhol<!er in the Atlanta Journal, 
and is a brother- in- law of I nman Grey , present President 
of the Journal and James R. Grey , present Vi ce-President 
and Editor of that newspaper. The Gr oy fmnily aro the 
l argest stockholder s i n the Journal end they and their 
paper hovo been and still ore amo~ the most loyal and 
wbolebearte<! supporters of the President during hia 
adcin i stration. Colonel Pearce , >1bo i s n= Karbor Defense 
Co~~ndant in PanOM& and whose t aro will soon expire, is 
a splendid gentleman, a fine officer and enjoys e dia­
ti~uishe<! recor d, I ~ attachi ng a memoranduo of his 
r ecord, Will you pl ease be so kind as to call b~ to the 
attention ot the President at your f i rst opportuni ty? 
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My Atlanta Journal friends have :for a lona time 
urged "e to do wbr t I could to ass1at Colonel Pearce 
and I have mentioned tbe matter to both tbo 14te 
Secretary Dern ll.lld Assistant Secretary '1/oodrtna. 

Vith best wishes , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

llar llee Branch, 
Second Assistant 
Postmaster General . 



/ RECORD OF COLONEL EARLE D' AROY PEARCE 

Born April 2 , 1876 . 
Distinguished servi ce medal - Order of the Purple Heart . General Starr Corps elieible list . 
(No. 13 on the list of Colonels in the Arr:ty, and No. 2 on the list of Colonel.D in Coast Artillery.} 
Graduate of: Army War College , 1914; School or the Line , 1922; School of Submarine Defense , 1905. 
Cadet United States ~ilitary Acadamy, June 15, 1893. Additional Second Lieutenant of Cavalry , June 11 , 1897. 
Second Lieutenant , November 19 , 1897 . 
Transferred to Artillery Corps , April 2, 1898. 
First Lieutensnt, ~h 31, 1.899. 
Captain of Artillery Corps , August 22, 1901. 
Major Coset .Artillery Corps, May 27 , 1911. 
Lieutenant-colonel, ~Y 15 , 1917 . 
Colonel, July 1 , 1920 . 

During the World isr, Colonel of Field Artillery. 
National Army, August 5, 1917. 
Accepted August 16, 1917 . 
During the War comt~ded l5?th and 319th Regiments Field Artillery. Honorable discharge tram National ArQy, as Colonel , June 30 , 1920. (Colonel permanent granted the next day. } 

Since the War , served as Commandant of Jackson Barr acks , also of Georgie Tech R.O.T.c ., also at University of Washington. Harbor Defense Co=endant at Philippine Islands . 
Harbor Defense Commandant at San Francisco. 
Harbor Defense Commandant in Punsma ror the pest two years. 
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