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Bucharest, April 8, 1840,
The President,
The White House,

Dear Mr. Prealdeat:

mmm-mmxurnuttumtumum
boulevard strategists of the West about & drive on Germany through
Bumanis. Colonel Soathenes Behn, who was hers recently, for
instance, talked gravely sbout this possibility, I will say, how-
ever, that befors he left he had adwmnoed the date to 1941 - T
forget just whioh month.

Buch & half-baked scheme would be doomed to failurs Tor a
bost of reascns. The Wilitary Attaché has, I beliave, reported
upon the militery ressons, but oven these msosume that the neces—
sary diplomatic apade-work shall bave been sccomplished; for it
would be impossible to attempt & thrust through here without full
Turikish coopersticn and, preferably, kﬂuﬁm on well, And
surely the Allies would not be quite so foolish s to risk attack
upon their communicaticna by Italy, not to speak of m flank
attack by Bussiam,

In the opinion of militery men, Germany would probably not
oven have to trouble to send the troops into Bumsnis which are
ewaiting developments near the Slovek bordsr = much less any
Torces from the Western Froot - as its awnilable air foroe would
be sufficient to blast swmy advanoing columns or to prevest land-
ings from transports. It would be extremsly difficult for the
Allies to establish air bases, Just what Bumenia‘s attitude



would be is diffioult to forecast at this writing, In any case,
it would be hard-boiled; and unless the Allied effort were moet
garefully prepared and overwhelming in strength Bumanis would not
willingly lend its country as a battlefield, The Bumnian
poasant atill sings a song from the last war about Sarail at
Salonika and when is he ever coming. I have heard it.

As I ses it from this angle, there are only three major
sonsiderations which deter Germany from eoming into Bumania to do
its own exporting:

1., The lingering belief that the Rumanians may
really be prepared to do an slmost lnstantansous

job of destruction of oil wella, If not, the Ger-

mans galoulate that they ¢ould lend from the air,

preferably at night, in two hours from atarting,

pufficient troops in the oil flelds to take care

of them,

£. Unwillingness to risk sdding Turkey just
now to the list of active enemies,

3, Why trouble to come down hers, with all ita

attondant risk, no matter what the understanding is

with Bussia, when they can successfully nagotinte

for their present needal
Tha fact remains, however, that they are not getting what they
want, due in part to faulty transport and loeding facilities,
They do not seem to be unduly disturbed yet about it, however,
which would seem to indicate that reserves are sufficient for the
present. I, ag end when it is decided to make a pess at Turkey
and Bues, Bumnia's turn will surely come - and perhaps befors
if deliveriss are insufficient or too muck interfered with, The
Bumenisn is the srtfulest dedger I have ever snoountered, but
the Briton 1s not especially adroit at sabotage.

With highest regard, believe me, dear Mr, President,

Yours most reapectfully,




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 8, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

In accordance with our conversation on April 4, I
took the opportunity in a talk which I had with the
Rumanian Minister on April 6 to inquire of the Minister
with regard to the stories I had heard concerning the
alleged threat that relations between the United Btates
and Rumania would be broken unlees the Rumanian Govern-
ment permitted the former President and Foreign Minister
of Poland to leave that country,.

For your information I am enclosing a copy of a
memorandum of that date of my conversation with the Min-
leter,

I should like to call your attention particularly
to the request made of me by the Minister that hie con-
firmation of this report be kept confidential.

Belleve me

Enec,

The President,
The White House.



SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

e e April 5, 1940
Situation in the Balkans; ex-President Mosclckl.

PARTICIPANTS:  Mpr, Radu Irimescu, Minister of Rumanla;

COPIES TO:

The Under Secretary, Mr, Welles,

The President, 8

LLE I—laes

The Rumanian Minister called to see me today. The
Minister expreesed the belief that there was no immedlate
threat to the peace of the Balkans and that Germany had
reached the decision that it was more to the interest of
Germany to maintain the status quo and peace in the Bal-
xans than to undertake any military adventure in that
region, since 8o long a@ the Balkan countries remained at
peace, Germany pould obtain oil and agricultural require-
ments which could not be obtained 1f the situation changed
during the course of the oresent hostilities, The Minis-
ter said he was convinced that Italy would maintain the
same position and he believed that while Ruseia had not
in the slightest degree modified her desire of obtaining
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political Jurisdiction me far as the Stralts, he 414 not
think that Hussia would move in that direction for the
time being,

The Minister spcke at some length of the difficulties
Rumania wae experiencing at the hande of Great Britain,
and explained that the oll which Germany was obtaining
from Rumania was neither in quality nor in quantity of
any vital importance to Germany in the prosecution of the
war, He states that 1t was his belief that "when Germany
eracked up" it would be because of her inability to obtain
sufficient stocke of lubricating oil, melybdenum, vanadium,
and nickel, He said that with the exception of a small
amount of nickel which Germany could obtain from Russia,
none of the materials mentioned could be obtalned by Ger-
many. He sald that no lubriecating oil used in aviation
could be obtained by Germany from either Russian or
Rumanian sources. He further stated that large suppliea
of oil were now being obtained by Ruselas from Venezuela
through Vliadivostok and that the oll so cbtained by Russia
was being used in 3iberia, thus making 1t possible for
Russia to supnly Germany with oll from Baku which would
otherwise be needed in Biberia.

I told the Minister that while I was in Europe I had
heard a report which had disquieted me to the effect that
the Rumanian Ambassador in Paris had sald that Ambassador
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Bullitt had informed him that unless the Rumanian Govern-
ment permitted former President Moscicki of Poland and
former Foreign Minister Beck to leave Rumania, diplomatic
relations between the United States and Rumania would be
severed., The Rumanian Minister told me immediately that
the story was entirely correect but that he hoped because
of his position here in Washington I would not vermit his
name to be used in connection with the story. I told the
Minister that I would necessarlily have to speak to the
President and the Secretary of State about the matter,
but that I was sure they would treat any connection which
he might have with the story with the utmoat confidence,
Mr, Irimescu said that what had happened was ga fol=-
lows: When he was in Bucharest last month, his Prime
Minieter, Mr, Tatarescu, had expreseed to him the gravest
apprehengion over the attitude taken by the United 8tates,
Mr, Tataresocu showed him reports sent from Paris by the
Rumanian Ambassador to Paris reporting hie con wrsations
with Mr. Bullitt and alleging that Mr. Bullitt had stated
poeitively that if the Rumanian Government refused to
permit former President Moscickl to leave Rumania imme-
diately, diplomatic relations between the United States
and Rumania would be broken by direction of President
Roosevelt, Mr, Irimesou sald that he had stated to his
Prime Minister that he was sure that this was not the
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poliey of the United Btates, since the United States must
realize that while the Rumanian Government was desdirous
of acceding to the suggestion made by President Roose-
velt that on humanitarian grounds the former President

of Poland be permitted to leave Rumania, the Rumanian
Government would nevertheless have to selze an appro=-
priate opportunity for taking such a step in view of the
Rumanian fear of getting into serious complications with
Germany, Mr, Irimescu sald that in fact after Moscicki's
departure from Rumania, the German Government had made an
exceedingly angry protest to the Rumanian Government be-

cause of the action taken,
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Hyde Park, M. Y.,
April 8, 1940.

Dear Bertiet-

I hope you are sufely back. I wish
that I had had more time to chat with you the
other day. The delightful gift arrived and
will give me great pleasure.

As ever yours,

Honorable Herbert C. Pell,
American Legatiom,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

April 11, 1940

My dear Mr., President:

In reply to your memorandum of April 8 with regard
to the possiblility of ralesing the rank of our miesion
in Lisbon to that of an embassy, I fear that Bertie Fell
has exaggerated the faets, Aeccording to your memorandum
he has told you that practlcally every other important
nation has an embassy in Lisbon. Upon investigation I
find that there are only four embassies in Lisbon,
namely, the Vatican, Bprazil, Spain, and Great Britain,
France, Germany, and Italy have legations only.

The general policy of the Department has been that
we would not recommend to you the ralelng of a European
legation to an embassy unless the principal Eurcpean
eountries had done likewise, and in view of present cir-
cumstances, that condition does not exist,

I think also that it would be hard on the basis of
our interests involved to Justify railsing the legation
in Lisbon to an embassy ahead of our legations in coun-
tries 1like Uruguay, Holland, and Sweden.

Belleve me

althfully yours,

A
The President, \J jh

The White EHouse,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

&:‘ r‘ﬂ' .! !..
_April 8, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
o LA -

Our Hinister to Portugal seys

that practically every other important

nation has an Embassy in Lisbon and

that we sre outranked to our dis-

advantage. He belleves the Portugal

Government would be glad to raise

the Legations to Bubsssies. What

do you think?

F. D. R.
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April 13, 1849,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT
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Force and military aggression are once more on the
march againet emall nations, in this instance through the
invaelon of Denmark and Norway. These two nations have
won and malntained during a period of many generations the
respect and regard not only of the Amerloan people, but of
all peoples, because of thelr observance of the highest
etandarde of nationsl and international conduect,

The Government of the United States has on the occasion
of recent invasions strongly expressed ite disapprobation
of such unlewful exercise of force. TIthere relterates,
;1th undiminished emphasis, its point of view as expressed
on those occcasions, If eivilization ls to survive, the
righte of the smaller nations to independence, to thelr
terrltorial integrity, and to the unimpeded opportunity
for self-government must be respected by thelr more power-

ful nelghbora.



April 13, 1940.
HOLD FOH RELEADE fov publieution in the LIORNTLG PAPERS
of SUNWDAY, APRIL lith.
COWFILTATIAL until releasnsd.

Force ond military aggression are onde more on the
narch egainst small nations, in this instance through
tha invasion of Denmurk and Horvey. These two nations
heve won and palatained during & peried of many genera-
tions the respect and regard not only of the American
people, but of all pecples, beceuse of thelr observance
of the highest stendords of patlonel and internstional
conduet.

The Government of the United States has on the
cccasion of recent invasions strongly expressed itz
disapprobation of sueh unlawful nxercise ol force.

It here relterstes, with undiminished emphesis, its
point of view as expressed on those occasions. IT
eiyilization 1s to survive, the rights of the smeller
nations to independence, to their territorimsl integrity,
ond to the unlmpeded opportunity for self-goverament must
be respocted by thelr nore powerful neighbors.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY QOF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 15, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to our recent conversatlion concern-
ing the departure of Colonel Beck from Rumania, I am
enclosing herewith for your informatlon a copy of a
pemorendum from Mr. Murphy, Chargé d'Affaires of our
Embassy in Paris,dated March 21, reporting a conversa-
tion he had had with General Sikorski, Follsh Frlme
Minlster. You will be intereated in Genersl Sikorski's
references to Oolonel Beck's present sctivitles,.

Believe me f

\
Enclosure: \
As atated,

The President,
The White House,



COFY

Paris, March 21, 1940.

HEHORANDUH

I lunched today with General Sikorski, Polish Frime
Minister and Commander-in-Chlef of the Polish Army in
France, who told me something of his efforts to recon-
struct the Folish Army and hie labors as Prime Minister.

He sald that there were now 52,000 effectives in
the Polish Leglon, and only yesterday 27 Folish aviators
had been sent to the Western front after an intensive
coures of training in Frange,.

He sald that he wanted Ambassador Bullitt to know
that M., Lukasiewlorz, former Polish Ambassador in Paris,
wag being teaken care of. Under Sikorski's orders,

M, Lukaslewloz le recelving a etipend of eilght thousand
francs monthly and hae been given the task of complling
an extenslve documentation of avents leading up to the
German-Folish war,

He sald that he himaelf accepts only ten thousand
francs monthly, devoting the balance of the allowances
and pay to which he would be sntitled to Polish charities.

General S8ikorski went on at considerable length re-
garding Beck's mlsdeeds, He sald that he wae acting in
socandalous fashion in Rumania, spending large sums of
money in pursult of pleasure, notwithatanding that many

Poles were atarving to death. He sald that when Mra. Bpok



-

orcesed the Rumanian frontlier she had on her person
$5682,000, "pooket money",

General S8ikorski also said thet Prince Radziwill
wae the eleventh Pole to whom the Germans had offered
the Wareaw general government. HRadziwilll had refused,
The same offer, of course, had been made to Beck.
According to Sikorski, no Pole could afford to accept
ag 1t would mean inevitable assassinatlon.

The Oeneral aleo said that the morale ln the Polish
Army le high and he does not doubt that 1t will even-
tually include upwards of 200,000 men,

(SBIGNED) ROBERT D, MURPHY

Jobert D, Murphy
Charge A'Affalres ad interim
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Uy dear ur. Pregident:

A great deal depends on the mttitude af Italy. It
geéemg moet probable that Spain will follow the Italian lead
vhatever 1t 1s. If they enter the war on the elde of Germany,
it would almost certainly wean an attack on Portugal which
ls practically unarmed and would offer no effective regie-
tance., The English would be obliged to defend Lisbon harbor
and og, and would probably toké over the adeinistration of
the Atlantic lelande, Madeira anc the azorec.

I remeuber our conversation mbout the Hesperides
which ghould be separate from ultima Thule. Gwe may have to
conelder whether or not they would give to me or to soneone
elee tne post which you declined twenty years HED,

Sometime apo our squacron went to Madelra for a few
cays manoeuvere without makinig any comment here, If ite
next crulge were to the Azores, I could accompany 1t if I
%ag £0 instructed By the Department.

This suwmmer the Fortuguese are inaugurating a grand
expoeition to celebrate the centennial of their freedom from
ﬂgu:ln in 1840 and the foundation of the nmtr{ in 1140. I
think thie would bte a very Em occaelon to ralee tre legation
to an embasey as I suggeeted in my telk with you. 4ie I said,
the attitude generally ig that countries which maintaln em-
bageles are eﬂhnr Ereater natlohs or at least think more of
Fortugnly There are now three esbarsieg here, Spain, Braszil,
and England, 80 there could be no objection taced on the ground
that Eritish superior interests entitle them to first place as
oure dao for example, in Qube or Panama.

Ih
The Precldent e
The White Houspe
lllhiﬂgiﬂﬂ, D. 0. -
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I hope to be abtle to return to Amerion in the gummer
end take t in the caspalgn. I am most interested in 1t
and will entirely at your disposal.

Clive sende her beet.

I am,
Respectfully,
Dot (?V

Herbert 0. Fell

HOP1GT






wrio

& i

The White House
Baahington

Londong Great Britain snd France have landed their expeditionary
forees at Norway without a single loss, it weas msserted officislly,
desplte Germany's claims of EBpitish transport alinkings, British
offleinls saidy

"This proves more than ever that nllisd [leets are completely
controlling saea routes.”

Paris: FPrench troope have leanded in Norway and are participa
ting in operations.

Stockholmt Allied and Norweglan Torces reportdd to have
effected contact both North and South of the #ital Trondheim
Kid-Norway sreas, Allied forces sald to have landed in some
numbar at Nemaos, 75 miles north of Trondheimiat Molde, 25 miles
southwest of Trondheim and at Lasrdale, 180 miles mutl;ult- of
Trondheim.

Stockholm: Newspspers report allied forces at Namsos
conalat of three divisionas-- one Franch two Britishe- total ing
some 55,000 men., THie report, however not confirmed.

Lendont The Admiralty and War Office, in joint charge of
the British part of the expeditlonary force, sald in a communiquae
todayt

"The slaim made by the German wireleas that a British
or French transport has been sunk or damaged off the Norweglan
eosst is guite untrue."”

In southematsrn Burope, it was reported that Britain
has made attractive offers of exchanges of goods ealeculsted to
lassen Oerman's trade with that Iimportant area.

The Allies were reported pleased by the diapateh of =
jugo-Slav mission to Moscow, to negotinte a trade sgreement
after & £2- year breach in jum-slw-ﬂuui-n relanticons,

On the diplomatic side 1t was underatéod that Viscount
Halifax foreign sscretary, nnd Rushdu Arah, Turkish ambassador,
had dlseussed yesterday ltaly's attitude toward the Allies with
partioular refersnce to Southeastern Europe,

(more)
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Londont r«ference to Sputheastern Europe.

The big development yesterday was the reported
Sritish aceeptance in prineiple of Rusala's offer, made
several times since the atart of the Suropean war, to
enter trade negotlations. Visiscout Eaelifax was seild to
have told Ivan Malaky, HRusaian ambassador, yesterday that
Britain was ready to negotiate If Hussia hed anything
worth while to offer,

Lord Eanlifax was understood tc have made it
plain that Britain would require firm assurances regarding
any agreement that fio important British empire raw materials
or mamufactured goods which might be supplied Hussis in
return for Hussian raw materials would fall into Oermany's
khanda.,

Add train wreck: Little Fallasg

Hounding a sharp curve at hich speed while entering
the outskirta of Little Falls, the locomotive leaped 1ita
track, caresned over the other three tracks of the right-of-
way, and orashed into the side of a 200 foot rock embankment.
Its boller exploded, shooting up a huge eloud of live stesm.

ThHe baggage car immedistely behind wans broken free
and rolled on down the tracks. The mall ear, directly behind
the bagrage ear, plled into the locomotive. The following
thres pullman cara smashsd onte the top of this wreckage,

Londont It waa sald arr:lcuuguth:t Viscount Halifax,
foreign seeretary, told Ivan Maisky Hussian ambassador, yesterday
that the goverrment hnd sonsidered Russin's sugcestlon that
Britain and Russia engage in trade talks "and 1a prepared to
discuss with the Soviet povermment if un exploratory manner
whethar there is a basls for a trade agreesment, taking inte

neoount the war situstion”.

“The offiocial informant sald: "There is nothing further
to say".

This meant n British acceptance in prmulﬁli- of Fusain's

BoRRTERE et 0P AT EAMIACA SO IRIREOYA S Byt Fureta had







The White House
Bislfonglon 1, 1410 1

April 20, 1940

FOR THE PRESIDENT

pue———————
Summary of State Uepartment mesanges
recalved from Burope, Snturday, April 20 followst

"The general tenor of telegrams received todny from
Europes 13 more reassuring, The British charge at Home told
Fhillips that he did not rfesl there was danger of any lmmediate
military move on the part of Italy, arguing that there is no
marked incresse in menufmcture of war material. Hochah, at the
French foreign office, told Bullitt that French government 1s
convineced Italy s planning no immedinte action Iin the Balkans
or the Mediterranesn, and added that Franse is taking no
speclal messures. He added that the Italian press uuplifn
should not be taken seriously, Although not axpecting military
oparations in the Balksns, the Freneh Fovernment atill fesls
it is only s question of time before Sweden will be drawn into
the confliet. The State of Siege in Hollemd seems to be caused
more by internal than external reanscna, aa the authorities are
greatly concernsd over Nazi fermentation., Tre French foreign
office has soen no evidence of an immedinte German act of
eereasion against the Low Countriea. The only ominous note
today comes from Vatlcan ﬂig circles whieh are still greatly
alarmed at the possibility that Mussolini may meke an acgressive
move in the very near future,”

EARLY.
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The MWhite House
Hashington

The White House
April 21, 1940,
e

FOR THE PRESIDENT

Summary of State Dapartment messagea
received from Burope, Sunday, April 21, followag

"¥ot many telegrams of importance have been recelved.
Eirk reporta from Berlin that a rumor ¢ireulated there yesterday
to the effect that both Oermeny and Italy have declded upon
moves ogainst Aumanis snd Yugoslavis but he added that no
confirmation of this rumor could be obtained and that reports
from Bucharest and Belgrade indigated no fear of immediate
developments although a general state of snxiety exiats.
Eirk eslso reported that he understends that the departurs
of the Norweglan minlster was requested on exprsss orders
from Hitler when Hitler became acguainted with the contents
of a proclamatlion by the king of Norway.

"Magveagh reports from Athens that a high forelgn oificlal
told him that he was inoreas confident that ILtaly does
not desire war with England conseguently with Greece and
that the Ballicose press campaign in Italy could be explained
as an effort to keep the Allles impressed with Italy's importance.
He spid that Greek officials doubted whether Italy could invade
Yugoslavia without sllied and even Balksn interventlon.

"oup Military attache at Secckholm reports sxtensive fighting
in various perts of Norway; both Cerman snd Allied reinforcemesnta
are srriving at Norvik. Schoenfeld reports from Helsinkl that
ha has been rellably informed that as many as eighty German
transports were sighted yesterday near the Danlsh island of
Bornholm hesding north.”

(endp
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w The White House

FOR THE PRESIDENT ﬂﬂl 25 1940

SUMMARY OF TELEGHAMS PROM SUROPE REACHING STATE DEPARTMENT
MORNING APRIL 25, 1940 FOLLOW;

"Reynaud informed Bullitt there was sxcellent ssibility

Allles would sapture Navik immediatsly, Trondheim rl;ﬁ pressnt
greater difficulties since Germans have consolidated their
golit.!m: and have navel support, The Allies' present objective
® to hold Narvik region and railway line to Sweden,

"The attack on Sweden 1s expescted momentarily.

"French reports indicate concentration of transports in
Baltic near Memel, Naval attache in Stockholm confirms this
Hlnrnhmm and states Germans have alr base on Danish island

"Pinns fear ocoupation of Aland 1slends snd are confident
Sweden, which 1s now fully mobilimed ¢ will fight. Reynaud is
convineed Sweden will offer resistance tut can not maintsin 1

long.

"Reynaud fears recent telegrams of M,ssolini to Hitler
have made 1t impossible for M,ssolini to retreat from pro-
German position although the tal position is unchenged,
Allies are prepared to make minor concessions. Hitler oan meke
broad premises. Minor indications of activity in the Mediterranean
ares reported today inelude information Italy now is buying
nviation gasoline in large gquantities from American firma.,
Strengthening of British naval units st Olbraltar also reported,
First confirmation in Berlin of German-fumanien trade ngreemesnt
indieates present quota of Rumanisn oil is not ineressed. There
is 1little rease in food astuffs.”

EARLY,
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The White House
April 22 1840

FOR THE PRESIDENT

Summary of Btate I;gpu'm messages received
frem Europe Monday morning, April 22, followat

" A triple priority telegram from Stockholm quotes s telegzram
from a Norwegisn a officer that Captain Losey, msal £
Amorican Militery Attache, was killed by CGerman bomber plane adp
Dombas yesterday.

*The legntion at Stockholm reportes that there 1s no hovement
1n Sweden for direct military ald to Norway aimilar to that which
was 20 pctive during the Russo-Finnish war, and that the apparent
latmez-faire with which the population in the occupled sreas has
sccepted the Germen invasion has had a disheabtening effect in
Sweden.

"Eirk reports that meccording to Swedish elircles in Berlin,
Sweden will resist whichever powsr first at ts en invasion of
her territory. Sweden 1s alleged to have notified Germasny that
all ore deliverss would be stopped and ore fields destroyed 1f
she enters Swaeden nt “{1 int; Sweden 1s slso alleged to have
told Britein that she w continue ore deliveries to Cermany
and will brock no interference in the matter from the Allles,
Apprehension in Stockholm 1s due n(l) to rts of eontinued
messing of troops in Denmark and along the Northern conat of
Oermany, and {93 to Oerman anger over prolongation of Norweslan

resistance,”

Early
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The White House
Bisshington

POR THE PRESIDENT3

ADD STATE DEPARTMENT SUMVARY

Secretwy Woodring ndvises that Captaln Hobert M,
Losey, sir corps, U 3 A,, has been killed by a bomb in
or near Dombas, Norway, sccording to ecsble received from
an::inr of the Norweglen nrmy. No details mm. Upon
1 ry I nsgcert that Captain Lo about one month
ago was nent from the United 3tates to ainki, nssigned
to cur legation ss a mill observer. Later he waa
tranaferred from Finlsnd to Norway and Jweden ns an
obearver.

TheState & tell me that he wes asoligned
to Mra. Harrimen n assisted her in making safe departure
when Norway was rttamcked,

I nm having the State U,purtment announce recalipt
of the gable mnmouncing the eaptein'as death. The War
Dapartment will eonfine its relense strictly to service
record and biozraphical datm in routine way.
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SUMMARYOF STATE DEPARTMENT MESSAGES RECEIVED FROM EUROPE
WEDNESDAY APRIL 24 1940

Among the relativ few telegrams received this morning is
one from Fhillips reiterating that the sttituds of the Italian
publle 1s much celmer; whorsas lest wesk many well informed
Italians were fearful that a fateful declsion was about to be
made, today there is fer less openly expresssd anxiaty, Clano's
Assurances to Fhillips, however, concorn the present and not
the future, and Phillips cautions us that we shall have further
periods of greatly ineressed anxiety. He adds that thers are
slgna that Mussolini ias becoming impatient,

In Belgrade, a foreign office officisl informed Lane that
the commereial negotiations with the Soviet government would
result in formal recognition. He mdded that the declsion to
normalize relstions had been taken in 1939, but had been defsrred
because of the war in Finland so as not to irritate unduly the
Eritish and French.

Kirk "g:rtn from Berlin that the German minister in Copen-
hagen has been appointed Hitler's special plenipotentiary *in
connection with the genmeral evolution of administrative matters
in Denmark". In Norway 1t is stated that ocivil suthorities are
replacing military officers in occupied reglons, and that n
Oerman administrative specielist has been sent to Oslo with

a large ataffl.

Cox telegraphs from Oaslo, in connection with the air attack
[ of the previous night, that 1ittle damage was reportsd from the
il sirports, and no casualtlea.

| Early.

ot
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POR THE PRESIDENT:
PRESS BRIEPS

Washington f- The Senate 1a expected to pes todu; a bill
certifying Prosident Roossvelt's sotion in "freezing® Danish and
Norweglan securities held in the United States. Approval 1s
eonsidered cartain,

Berlint- The high command charged that Allied foreced had
"begun air war against undefended towns which are witheut military
importance® ; s sharge interpreted in Nazi sourges as "perhaps
8 final warning® that the German air force will retaliamte,

Londont- German troops occupled the town of Seinkjer, Nerth
of Trondheim, after sherp figh ing and British-Norwegisn forces
dug in -;t Meiri villnge, six miles north of Steinkjer, 1t was
reported,

Stoskholmt- Germans smash through Allled defense 1linss faop ;
blz sdvance north of Elverum, Important city of Roercs threstened,

Trons jon, Norway:- Germans took Trocps from west wall for
Norwegisn campaign. Transports waited in Oslefjord four days
before landing soldiers,

Parist- Newspoper claims 17,000 Germans kllled enroute ta
and in Norway. New battleship ready ahead of schedule.

Stockholmi- German motorimed t 8, mmashing through Allied
defense lines in the Oesterdalen v ey, threatened the stratemically
important eity of Roercs todsy in an attempt to out off the Allied
expeditl forees in Norway from all comruniestion with South
and ﬂmtmm-

Woshingtont= Third term ssntiment emony Janate Democrats was
strengthened by the re-nominstion of Sanator .Guffey,

"The Fennsylvania result indicates o strong third term trend
mxmdt among the state's Demoorats® sald Sa.nator Flttman,

Senator Minton, s supporter of Psul MeWutt, told reporters
that the result Hﬁnungﬂ "a big victory for Joe Guffey and
Roosevelt all in one dose®.

"It showa the pulling powsr of the New Danl," he =aid,
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EGRAM

The MWhite House
Washngton

The White House
April 25 1940

KENO POR WDH

State Dapartment sent the President leat night
threes drafts of proclamntions -affecting Norway and neutrality.

The Fresldent may sign one or mll of these proclamstlionsa.
Flense let meDermott, State Dapartment, kmow in oase only
one proelsmation 1= signed which proclamstion it is; or
edvise him if a1l proclamations are signed.

Syppose you will announoce to newspapermen in Warm Springe
the fact that the Femmis proclamation or proclamestions have

been aigned and will let the Btate Dapartment hare, as is
the practice, give out the text,

-

To avold possibility of a mistake by the D.partment,
I am asking care be taken to give MeDermott correct and
detalled report on slgning, ete.
Remarda.
3TE.
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April 26 1540

The MWhite House "o
Huslington

PRESS  PBRIEFS

Stockholmi- Germans retreat from Rosros, dig defense south of
clty. Norweglans strongly posted to north,

Berling- Germans cleim Oslo and Tyondheim forcen, converging
to cut Norway in half, now only 40 miles swsm aparg 1n Hoeros
BT80N,

Londont- Big fights sus in Steink jer snd Hoeros aress. British
'sui:tidi' column held Germans four days at Steinkjer, war office
reports.

#nshington:- Commerce Department announces that war stimulsated
boom hes boosted exports in first quarter more than billionm dollers,

Bucharesty- United States legation has sent letter to all
Amerionns in Humanin sdvising those "who have no eompelll
reason for remalning to conalder the possibility of return
to the United Statea as soon na femaiblae”,

Londont- Britlsh and Freneh troops have estsblished contact
with Norweaglan troops in the T.ondheim ares and are supporting
them to the full. But, 1t was added, Oerman troops are pressing
hard from the south, supported by sie planes and using armored
fighting vehicles.

Admitting Frankly that British forces were having a diffieult
tire in Norway, a military spokesman saild that Britnin was deter-
mined “to go on with the job and ses it through,"

StoskholmiThe Norwegian retrest has ended and the time has come
for attack, the Norwegian high command ssld todey in a proelamation
for the troops.

®Our retreating has ended,® the proclamation ssid. "Cur nllies
are M.hiﬂ in force to help us., The time has come to turn and
attack,
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The MWhite House ¢
ashingion ™3, 115500
ADD PRESS BRIEFS

Honolulug= The U 8§ Fleet, its month of maneuvers st mn end
began moving into the Pearl Harbor navy base today. 3

Londont- Alfred Duff Cooper, former first lord of the ndmiral
who ssld in a speech !‘nndqr that "the whole Oermsn pecple mty,
responsible for Eh“ nation's erimes-- we must dn‘ug the German
people in battle®, explained today that he had been tryine to
rouse Britona to a better war spirit,

"I seld this because I think the British people are getting
very alack sbout the war and not thinking seriously sbout it," he
snid in an interview with the United Preass.

Romet=- A gessagero dispnteh from Buchareat quoted reports that
Fleld Mar Hermann Goering, Oerman Nezi number 2, would visilt
Elng Carol soon,

Vatican Cltyt- Myron €, Taylor discussed the internantionsl situs-
tion with the Pope today, it was understood. The Pope received
Taylor in sudience at noon.

FOR THE PRESIDENT

Taylor yestearday confersred with Frominent Vatican personages
including high prelates attached to the secreteriat of atate.

Stoeckholms- Sweden haa purchased [four destroyers from Itely and
the destroyers, ncoompanied by a Gwedish motorship, ure now at
Cartazena, Spaln, on the way to this country.

Stocktholmy- Dispatches from the frontier sald that the Allied
position in Norway was greatly Improved as a result of the arrivel
of British fighting planes.

The British have both bombing planes and pursuit ships which can
be put into actlon gqulekly from three large airdromss "some-where on
a Yorthern Horweslan fjord", the newspaper Dagens Nyheter said.

Londont- A pleture of what hans happened in the north sem and the
entrance to the Baltlie sinee the Hpitlish challenged the German
invaaion of Norway was provided today iln a serles of communigques.
The Admiralty announced this morning that in the [irst battle of
Narvik, every office and man of the Britlsh destroyer Hunter was
bealieved loat, There were elght offlicers, 147 men, lngludin; three
Maltese r;u Britain's mediterransan naval bese, and "two other
parsonnel” aboard, "There 1a a faint poasibility that a very amall
number of thess officers and men may be prisoners," asid the
AMdmiralty.

Lo
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An AMmipalty desoription of the second battle of Narvik,
appil 13, told of wild tas in trescherous narrow fjords.
In three houra, it was » 8ll seven Gérman des rs in
the battle were sunk or reduced to burning hulks, no effective
damage was done to Britlish ships.

The destroyer Iearus led l’-g: other British destroyera and
the battleship Warsplte inte fjord, The Warspite and the
Cosaack tmw ahore batteries, it was sald, while
the Oocarus, .h.uﬂd.mdlﬂumhmdﬂﬂﬂth
:{xﬂi:;nmm:tmm. g zagging in the ) with all guna
‘blas -

Then flest airplanes attacked Nurvik ms the Gorman destroyers
dropped out, one by one, afire or sinking, 1t waes said. .

Four German destroyers took refuge in the Rombak fjord, the
Admipalty said, and the Sritish followed them in. The F
Lepding the Brituh detachment, was damaged when a Jerman destroyer,
aground, kept ita guns firing.

Around m bend of the fjiord, 1t was sald, the British found thres
German destroyera jnmmed ageinst the ice, one abandoned, a second
with only its bows showing above the water and the third afire,

As Bpitlsh bluejsckets nttempted to board the abandoned ahip,
1t was seld, 1t sank. Its crew had scuttled 1t.

Stromestad, Swedent- Two large warships --either battleships or
blg erulsers-- and 15 destroyers were seen off tha Stroemstad srchi

pelago today speeding southward toward the Kattegat, They were believe
to be Garman ships.

Tre vessels kept outaide Swedish territorial waters.
aTE
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ELEGRAM LIS,
The White House s

FOR THE PRESIDENT ﬂmlgmgtuu ﬁgrﬂ'i.&g ifal‘iaa

Mrs., Watson understands that the General expects to be
able to leave New York late today. She detects a new
end puzzling alr of mystery. She fears he may have a
cold but suspects he whispers when he telephones her
80 as keep his companions from hesrine what he has to
SAY «

4 She 1s puzzled, also, because he hoarsely whispered
his intention to return from New York to Washington on
the B & O, This seems strange and can be attributed to
the fact that the General elther dislikes tunnels or
for some unknown reason prefers a bus-ferry-train combination

STE






4
GRAM e
The Mhite House A

Hashington  ne wnite mous.

April 27 1940,
PRES3 BHIEPS

Stockholms- Germans seiszed all Allied legation documents,
codes,in occupying Oopenhagen; coup was serious factor in
Oermen successes in Norway.

Londont- Germans may forece further Allled withdrawals on
:o:;:;guntrmh, British hint; reinforcementa, more planes
] sent,

Stookholmi- Big Alllied air oraft carriers penetrate Norwegisn
fjords; Norweglans planning stand north of Roeroa; British hold
lines neer Steinkjer.

3tPeult- Wallace defends farm ersdit reorganization ns witel
to prevent growth of "trojsn horse” in U St assails "enemies"
seaking ite dafeat.

Washingtont- Growlng sentiment for easing nsutrality restrietions
and granting belligerent credits meets cold reception from Fittman.

Barlint- Oermany charged that documents captured from British
troops in Korwsy showed that the Allles had plenned to invade
Norway. A detmiled ntatement of the charges was made ss Jgechim
von Hibbentrop, forelgn minister, sddressed the diplomatlic scorpa
and ferman and foreign newspsper men charging that after "declaring
war on Oermany without sny good reason® Britain and France had
done everything possible to embroil meutrals.

Romes= Italy "cennot stand outside™ the confliet in Burope,
Dine Grandi, president of the Chamber of FPasces end corporations,
#rld in a speech., Orandl, who 1s also minister of Juatice snd
ons of the original blmeck shirt 1cmﬂ‘ assured Premier Mussolini
that the Itnllian people are behind him "in whatever declsion he
may make in the present internntional situsticn."”

"Itely csnrot stand outslde this conflict" he said.

Berlint- Germeny charged that @reat Britein and France hed long
planned en invasion of Norway, that Norway had connived in the plans,
and that British troops actuslly were on the way to the Norweglsn
const when Germany landed occupation forces April 9. Joachim ven
fibbentrop, made the charge before a formally nssembled diplomatis -
and German and [orelgn newspaper corps.

"plies sll 1ies”, he said of Fremch and Eritish povernment
assertions that during the Russo-Finnish war they wanted to land
troops in Scandinavia to aid finlend. Theywanted, he ui.:., m“

iberately plenned csmpa
SECHIEE, SOTRRPY S8 BTS00 T R e P TR o o
cuments,

some captured from British treops in Norway, @
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" THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 29, 1940
e ——

mp—

My dear Mr. President:
I have received this morning a personal letter
from Jeff Caffery under date of April 22 of which I
am i;m:.ng ;r;u__arnopr for your information, “Bougas"
referrad to in the letter ies the Rio de Janeiro man-
ager of the International Business Machines Corpora-
tion, a very close friend of President Vargae and a
very able and underatanding friend of the United States,
Believe me

Fal 11y yours,

[\ ey

Enec.

The Fresident,

The White House,



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rio de Janelro,
April 22, 1940

Dear Sumner}

The Germans are intensifying thelr propaganda
efforta, The new Ambassador ia a shrewd and quiet
little man, with tactice altogether different from
those of his predeceasor, the well-known Mr, Ritter,
He is getting some results, because I hear fairly
frequently someone in the Government say that he 1a
tsympatico",

I have a Teeling the Jermang would like very
much to create dAifficulties for us, having in mind
their aporehension that we might eventually enter the
war and then desire to have Erazil enter also. Bougas
feels that he is the target for German propaganda a
thies Juncture: the General Staff, for lnstance,
was told that Bougas had been bribed by Hew York
bankers to bring about the foreign debt settlement.
Bougas feara the Germans would like to involve hinm in
some sort of incldent which would have repercussiona
in the United States.

With all good wishes,

Yours very sincerely,
JEFFERSON CAFFERY

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under S8ecretary of State,
Washington, D. G,



F. b. R

Presidont from Herbert Pall=

il 20, 1940

this summer in rortupal
onal Independsrs
in 1640,

lettar to the

lisbon, Portugal-Ar

fetMational Expos ition
to oalabrate centennisl of Hatl
in 1140 and final froadom from Spain
Ha would like to ne8 the U, 5. well
rapronanted also thinks it a pood time %o
raiss Legation to an Esbanay.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

May 6, 1940

Uy dear Mr. Presldent!

I am encloeing for your approval a 4raft renly
to Bertle Fell's ter of April 29.
—
Lly yours,

Enclosure:
To Honorsble

Herbert C. Fell,
May 4, 1940.

The Fresident,
The White House.



My dear Bertie:

In your letter of April 29 you brought up two
subjects, namely, the Portuguese national exposition
this summer and the question of the rank of our mis-
slon in Lisbon.

With regard to the national exposition, we are
%mm to send a delegation of four or five persons.
¢ State Department informs me that preparations are
nearly ready, and that a list will be submitted to me

in a very few days.

In the matter of raleing the Legation at Lisbon
to an Embassy, the general poliey of this Government
has been againet raleing a European legation to an em-
bassy unless the prineipal European ocountries had done
likewise. I am told that France, Oermany, and Italy
thue far have only Legations in Fortugal. Furthermore,
I am afraid that if we were to ralse the Legation in
Lisbon to an Embassy, it would immedlately oreate new
problems for us in several other oountries, both in
Europe and Latin America, which would feel that they
had as good, or better, claime to this distinotion.

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
Herbert Clalborne Pell,
Amerioan Minister,
Lisbon.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY

May D, 1840

¥ias Tully:

I think this in
the letter you were nsk-
ing about yeaterday.

O O




Liston, Portugal
april'se, 1940

My dear dr. Presldent;

I have just Teceived your note of April elghth.

I wrote to you alr meil on one of the subjects of our copn-
versation, and I ehould be very grateful if you gould do
something about the other,

This summer FPortugal ie having a national exposi-
tion to celebrate the centennial of the national indepen—
dence in 1140 and final freedom from Spaln in 1540. They
are making a great deal of i1t, and I should like to pee
the United Btates well represented.

I sugeret that it would be a very good time to raise
thig legation to an embgeey. I know that the Portuguege
government would be glad to exchange acbaseadore with the
United Otates, and ae I told you, they Lelleve that the na-
tione which send ambassadors are elther greater nationg or
at least natlons which think mors of Portugal than do the
otherg. Lisbon ie the only capital in western Europe, which
recelves amtaseadors from any natlon, to which the American
repregentative 18 in the seoond clase of envoy,

I eshould



Tl

I should bte very grateful if thie could be done,
I need not sugpest to you that 1t would have & pood effect
on the people of Portugueees descent in Cnlifornia and Lew
England.
I hope that this can Le dons at the present time,
I anm,
Respeotfully,

iU

Herbert 0. Pell

Tre Preeident
e White House
Washi m an, 0.0



Pucharest, May 3, 1940

Dear Mr. Preaident:

1f one were to bealieve AFFAIRS, a Washlngton
publication - and I suppose there are aome who do =
peace is "just around the corner" and you the pro-
tagonist and that it was you, Mr. President, with
the ancillary aid of Ambassader Stelnhardt, who was
responsible for the Peace which nhas hamstrung poor
Finland should Russia decide that shs would like some
more. And that also I know to be untrue.

I am enclosing herewith & paraphrase of my cable
No. 320 of October 12, 1959. FRereading this even today
there 1s very little I would change. Meanwhile there
has, of course, been some lmprovement in the Allled
position in the alr. But I realize the futility of
peace efforts yet and can only hope that something will
happen to change the outlook and that the Eritish will
reallize that tuo:lr propaganda about starving Cerman
women and children and cutting up Germany in small
pleces as before Blamarck i1s very welcome to the
polsonous but clever Goebbels, who 1a making good use
of it to rally the German people more closely than ever
around Hitler. Also they permitted Hitler to steal a
march by announcing Pemce terms, which glves him an

additional

The President,
The White House,
.“h-'lqt-ﬂﬂ-o




additional aiibil for tne deluded German people.

If I were to send the telegram again I would add
a subdivision to the effect that Eritaln will probably
face practical financial ruln from a protracted war and
possibly France as well and that tney wlll both probably
emerge as very good imltations ‘of totalltarlan states and
stay that way. Stalin, I feel, is still toe villaln of
the plece and waiting for Act III and gensral exhaustlon
to appear and wark his will.

Should the Allies win without our active particlpation -
and I still feel that taey bave only at best a fifty-fifty
chance - tne Eritish are golng to be awlully cocky. In
nigh officlal circles in Washington, of course, butter
would not melt In thelr mouths and in London where the
national pastime of buttering up the American Ambassador
1s not making good progress with Joe Kennedy, but In out-
1ying portions of the globe such as tuls one scmetimes gets
a different lmpresslon. For instance, recently a Secretary
of the Eritish Legation was malntaining that thls time they
did not intend to have any Wilsonian peace. I was on the
point of countering that they would be fortunate not to
have & Stalin peace tols time but others jolned the con-
versation and I held my tongue. This cbservation of his,
considering the individual, sounded to me like a "mot
d'ordre”. And then the other day the Counasllor of
the French Embassy was holding forth ln my hearing about
how after the war they would render valuelesa our gold
hoard by the simple expedient of refusing to accept gold
in payment, a rather silly remark but Indleative, And

the




the Englishman, Walter Duranty, whom I enjoy a lot,
makes no bones mbout 1t but that we are golng to be
made to pay for the war whether we come in or not.
Fersonully, I feel that we can take cur coances and
undsr your wise direction build up our own strength

toe the polint where we oan take care of ourselves.
Could we have come in in the very beglnning that would
have been different but now with what you have on your
shoulders in the Far East and elsewhers we had batter
Just mend our own fences and exert our great Influence
for a negotlated peace when the opportunity presants 1lt-
salf., Than perhaps a new world order can come into
effect. For tols war is not & new war but Just phase
C of the war bepun in 1914.

In lighter vein, I wonder if you have seen the
enclosed parody on Alice. I have you in my prayers
during these moments of great and difficult decision
and pray slsc that no matter what you declde we are
not to be deprived of your guldance In this appalling
period. I also pray for your health and welfare.

With nighest regard, belleve me, dear Mr, President,

Yours wvery reapsctfully,

(ki Anrrdrits—

Paraphrase of telegram HNo. 329
Parcdy

F. 8.

It ia an immense advantage to me to be able to
talk things over here with Ambassador Steinhardt. He
will have besn here three days in sll, I am glad that
he declded to spend the extra time here and not in Paris,




PARAPHRASE OF TEIE GRAM SENT

To: Seotate, Wasnlngton Date: October 12, 3 p.m. 1940
Ho.: 3209
FOR THE PRESIDENI AND THE SECHETARY. -SPRICELY.

As a matter of dutly I em impelled to submit the
following gonvictiona ecnslderations as they are
a0 cogent as seen from this angle:

1, Over the years the Versailles Treaty had to be
either defended or modified. This was not done. The
gmri of nations as well as of individuals must be paid

or.

2, Only a portion of the Poland patablished by
Versalllea 13 occupled by the Felech. Should Germany be
defeated, are the Allies ready then to fight Soviet Rusaias
for the remainder? Are they ready to compel it to glve up
other acta of aggression mco lished by intimidation and
foree, both present and future? In the Zalkens there may
snortly take place the same thing thit i3 happenine in
the Baltlc.

9. The Cigures showing Cer 's tremendous alir
lupur!.u:dti' are in the possesslion of our General Stafl.
Should citles and porta of lreat Britaln soon be dealt
smasihing bLlows the American reaction probably would be
such as to diminish markedly the length of time we can
posslbly remalin neutral. I believe, wnowing the British
aa I do (I was there throughout the last war), that they
will become only more bitter and determined to ses the war
to a finish as the result of such attaclks. Therefore
the war will be more protracted and our neutrality will
be more andangered. It is probably the belief of the
Germana in thelr miataken psychology that they can scare
Great Eritaln inteo submisslon, but the fellacy of Cerman
psychology is proverblal.

4. A felr chance exista that German aggression now
is finally ended and that the Relich wlill now concentrate
arn the Sovieta (as reported in my cable Neo. 2%3 of
October 2). British atatesmen and otheras have for years
desired tols and now when it may be reslized tuols time
is chosen to lignt the Oermans. Hence the present confliet
would appear to be an anachronism as it t to huve been
fought years ago, if at all,

5. Fan-8luavism and Russlan imperislism ut present
glve Indicatlons of becoming rempant, for they were never
dend but only biding their time. It ia entirely possible
tint this was foreseen by German leaders and that the
sequence of events was purposely planned by them to malke
the Western world see the necessity for Germany to be

strong
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strong and the particular fatuity of the prosent war.
The fact remalns, nevertheless.

Ga 'I'cdl{ cne 1s not Justified in being so econfi-
dent ss in 1914 of an Allled victory won Ly eventual
oconomic and militury pressure, dus tc the posalbllity
of increased suppliea I'rom Fusain and to the milituz
strength of Cermany. There 1s much more likelihood Ehat
Euu will mn_r*u a8 the cnly victor {nliarmﬁ upon l;hga
estructlon and éxhaustion of "all parties to the struggle.
Ffurthermore, wers Germany to become runI engaged luter
on the Western Front end thereby eventua li graatly
wealkoned, Hussian imperislism would have 11t or nothing
to stop lt; unless t Eritish and Freonch hove been pro=
found enocugh to slly the Russians with them and the Cermane
Soviet Agreement !s only a pretense arranged with the
Allle& beforehand. Even If the Eritish and Frensn hed
lanned thls, I do not tulnk they could have acoomplished
t. Germany was surprised, mccording to certaln Informa-
ticn hers, at the entry intc Ukralne-Foland up to the
Rumanian I‘rmtl.ur of Soviet troopa.

T. Altoough Hitler's present terms, whileh nre those
of a victor, cannot be amccepted by the Eritish, nothing
exlats to prevent conversationa in a neutral state. The
Allies will be the better off for l.r.l{ time palned and 1t
will zlve opportunity to reveal the true mims of Soviet
dussla, Onece the Eritish get an idea, though slow to
take it up, they amre difficult to swerve from it and in
mE opinion we could exercise grnt. influence in showing
them where toeir real interosts are, The time 1s now &nd
not later on when revenge and hatred become more intense -
and the more Erulnn.gtd the conflict the more likelinood
that we will be dragged into it u\rlntul.lli. The long
term economiec and soclal Implications would o peaar to be
unfavorable even if we are successful in keep out of it.

GUNTHER






THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 4, 1940 ¥

My dear Kr., Fresident:

I believe you will be amused by a recent inter-
change of personal letters between our Minister in
Budapest, John Montgomery, and Count Cedky, the For—
eign Minister. Thim correspondence constltutes an
unusual page in diplomatic history.

However, a8 a very positive sign that nelther
the Regent nor the Prime Minister feel that Mont-
gomery's position has been in the slightest degree
affected by this row with the Forelgn Minister, the
Regent only last week conferred upon him the highest
decoration of the Hungarian Government which, natu-
rally, Montgomery had to refuse,

Belleve me

althfully yours,

Enes. L_’ E \‘ ( {-.\;

The Preaident,
The White House,



Budapest, March 12, 1940.

Desr Count Ceaky,

Dr. Béla Imrédy called on me yesterday to say that
you had recelved him at your request and hed informed
him of my having sald, in my lsst conversatlon with you,
thet he, Dr. Imrédy, wee conspiring to unite the Crowns
of Italy end Hungary and to obtaln Oerman anproval thereof.
In vier of my not having siven you thie information con-
fidentinlly, he sald, you felt Justified in ilmparting 1t
te him gnd in suthorizing him to discuss the matter with
me, ehould he eo desire.

May I aek thst you be good enough to advise me if
Dr. Imrédy's statemente to me are correct?

In antleipation of & reply at your earlleet convenl-
ence, 1 beg to remain,

Youre elncerely,

JOHN F. MONTCOMERY

Hie Excellency ,
Count Ietvan Ceaky,
Roysl Hungarian Hinlster
for Foreign Affairs,
Budapert.




Kinletre des
|
Budapest, March 18, 1940.

Desr Mr. Montgomery,

On my return from Sopron I received the following
letter from you:

"Dear Count Cedky,

Dr. Béls Imrédy called on me yesterdsy to
eay that you had recelved him st your reguest
and had informed him of my having saild, in my
last conversation with you, that he, Dr, Imrédy,
wag coneplring to unite the Crowne of Itsly and
Hungery and to obtain German apnrovel thereof.

In view of my not having given you thie informa-
tion confidentlslly, he sald, you felt justifled
in imparting it to him gnd in authorizing him to
discues the matter with me, should he eo deplre.®

"Uay I eek that you be good enourh to adviee
me If Dr. Inrédy'r etatemente to me are correct’®

On the ssme day I received from H, E, Dr, Imrddy
the following letter:

“Dear Friend,

Cn the 6th of March st the egeeslon of the
Commiselon for Forelgn Affelrs of the House of
Commone you have manlferted the deelre to have
a privete telk with me. This convereatlon took
vlace at the end of the meetine and on this oc-
caplon you told me the following:

On the 4th of March Mr. Hontgpomery, the Amer-
lean Kinleter, celled on you and during your con-
vergstion he asked you for enliphtment concerning
the rumour after which, without regard to the per-
eon of H.B.H. the Regent, I wae working for the
eetabllehment of a personal union between Italy
and Hungary.

It 1s neturel that to your queetion I gave
the formapl anewer that there ieg not & word of
truth in thie rumour besgrine doubt on my person
and my loyelty. Ar this rumour reoregente under

falee

Hip Excellency
Er. John Flournoy Nontgomery,
Envay Extraordinsry and Minieter
Fleninotentiary,
BUDAFEST.
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falee lighte my person and at the same time my
gountry's public affairs, we decided that I will
try to bring eome lighte into thle metter and for
thie reason I would meke & pereonel call on Mr,
Usntgomery. At the pame time you authorired me

to refer to Mr. Montgomery's communlcatlon to you.

Ta-day I called on Mr. Montgomery who de-
elared thst on the 4th of March during hie vieit
to you there wae no queetlon whatsoever of & per-
rongl unlon between Italy and Hungary and oconse-
g:tntlr no mention of my person wae poselble.

us I sould throw no light on the matter.

I conelder it my duty to let you know all
thie, adding that I told Nr. Hontguntr{ that I
would inform you of hie communicatlon.

The Hungarian Government in theee lart daye has
etrepspd to the Amerlcan Government the entire confi-
dence that thie Government places 1in the person of the
Amerilcan Envoy. When from such serlous guarters one
heare for the segcond time s rumour, whose enlightment
is my duty in my quallty of Hinleter of Forelgn Affalrs, -
& rumour that you d4id not even gqualify ae eonfldentisl -
I thought that 1t would be the best thing to choose the
moet straightforward way; #o0 I asked Dr. Imrddy to csll
on you and aek you who ilmparted theee Informations to
you, 80 &f &t the same time, he, belng the person inter-
ested, could refute the gllegetione. He wae much more
eualified to do so, e I, neither on the firset nor the
eecond occselon, vhen you mentioned thie metter, could
not give any other opinlon excent that I do not belleve
thet the President of the Parlismentsry Commleeion of
Foreign Affaire would ever he inclined to support any
action of such gravity behind the back of the Hungarilan
Government.

From the above you may see that I muet glve an af-
firmagtive anewer to the gueetion contained in your let-
ter and I muet add, what 18 not fipured in the lettere,
thet you already told me twice that you hear, or that
it ig¢ repeated - I can't remember your exsot phrasing -
thet Dr. Imrddy 1= supposed to asesume the role of the
Hungarlan "Seves-Inguart”.

As you have told Dr. Imrédy that there was no quee-
tion of hir name ever having been mentioned I muet ousl-
ify the case af & mipunderstanding - and even as & very
eerious misunderstanding - and with thls statement, in
what concerne my vereon, I consider the whole affair

closed.
I beg to remain
Youre slncerely
{Siemed) STEPHEN CBAKY



Budapesrt, March 21, 1940,

Dear Count Cedky:

I beg to thank you for your letter of Msrch 18, re-
plying to mine of March 12, in which you were so good as
to quote s communication recelved by you from Hie Excel-
i-nur Dr. Imrédy regardine hie converestion with me on

arch 11.

Fully sppreclative of the preat sense of duty de-
manded by your high offlice and gratified by the confi-
dence in my person whlch the Hungarisn Oovernment has
expreseed, I yet must confees surnrise at realizing that
my conversatione in the Minietry for Foreipn Affaire are
not regarded sp confidentisl unless I epeclfically oual-
ify them ar such.

Parenthetically, my appointments with you conslat-
ently are made for the purnoee of informing myself ac-
curately of the politlesl eitustlon, forelgn and domes-
tlc, snd not to provide informstion of which I fully
reallze you should be more cognizant than I. However,
I must bace my queries on renorts snd rumore which af-
ford me cluee to the incidents and events which deplet
the reality, many of which mirht cauee me embarrasement
if they were portrayed ae emanstine from me, or renre-
eenting my opinlone. Coneseguently, any good resson for
my having been quoted appears to me aer obeoure.

From your letter 1t would appear that your memory
of our conversatlone 16 not refreshed by consulting a
written record. It has been my conelstent hahit to dle-
tate full minutes of sll my convereatlions with you imme-
diately after thelr concluelon, of which I have & com-
nlete and permanent record. From this I wae able posi-
tively to say to Dr. Imrédy that the oueetlon of s per-
sonal union of the Crowne of Hungary and Italy 414 not
aripe during the course of my conversation with you on
Uarch 4, and that (as 1 now reaffirm) hie name wae not
mentioned on that occasion.

Thie elrcumetance, however, did not exist in our
convereation of December 8, 1938, in my written memoran-
dum whereof appeare the following:

"I asked about rumors coming out of Italy
that the EKing of Italy or pome other Itallgn was
to become King of Hungary. [Count Cedxy) was
very much annoyed ahout 1t. He sald that such
rumore came from Imrédy and that they had been

Fiven

Hip Excellency
' Count Ietvén Cedky,
Royal Hungarian Minieter
for Forelgn Affaire,
Budapest,
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riven out in Rome by the representative of the
Ters Arency and that it was more of euch sllly
nﬂﬂﬂ:!ﬂﬂﬂa that Imrédy was conrtontly putting
out.

In consequence, Dr. Imrédy's etatement in hle letter
to you, that hif name was not mentioned in my conversa-
tion with you on March 4, 1g quite correct. The state-
ment in your letter to me, that I haed told Dr. Ilmrédy of
there belnz no guestion of hils name's ever having been
mentioned 1n oyr talke, le lnsccurate, and if not horne
out by Dr. Imredy'e letter.

Algn, in vlew of the fact thet, in past conversa-
tisne with you (but not for a period of more than three
monthe), I frequently queried rumors regerding Dr. Imrédy,
I find it difficult to cnmprehend your having dleclosed
them to him at thir time, and your having attributed to
me your own expresfed views.

You will recell that you explained the statements
tnimicgl to Preeldent Roosevelt, in your Home press in-
terview of April 18, 1932, ses having been made in defer-
ence to Signor Museolinl. Since you afforded me no ex-
nlgnetisn for the sritlng of your letter to me of April
24, 15938, which contalned & thinly-vellesd attack upon
President Roosevelt snd a eriticlem of the domestle and
forelpn nolicy of my Covernment, I can but surmise 1n
deference to whom it was written. From these examnles
af sctlone tending to endanger the good relatlons be-
tween the United States snd Hungary. spparently made to
gatinfy an ulterlor motive, I scarcely can be renroached
for the thoupht that, perhang, 1n a more limited sphere,
the attempt to d&vaw me into an iseue which cen repult
only in becoming an embarrassment to me in the perform-
ance of my Aduties, har been made in deference to pome
domeetic politicel ciroumetsnce of which I em not aware.

Ae stated in your letter, you regard this ineldent
g & mlpunderstanding. It 1p to be regretted but, ae a
peregonsl metter, not to be conetrued in too eerlous a
vein. However, in lpgrger aspect, the impeirment of our
confidential relatlone 1 & matter which I view with no
small concern.

Yours elncerely,

(Stgmed) JOHN MONTOOMERY

L]




MINISTRE DES AFFAIRS ETRANGERES

Budspeet, le 23 mare 19540.

Cher K. Montgomery,

Je viene de recevolr Votre lettre en date du 21
mare que je coneerveral parml les eouvenire ler nlus
intérefspante de ma vie de dinlomate.

Lee affirmations errondes gu'elle contlent, Je
veur lee attribuer a ma connaleesnce défectueuse de
Votre langue maternelles. Ce gul me surprend 4'sutant
olug que pendant de longues années )'avale toujoure eu
dee relatlons tres amlcales, elnon intimes avec tous
Vor préedécesseurs.

Néanmoine, étant donné que tous les honerols panse
excentlon tlennent & avolr lee mellleurs ranports avec
Votre grand et glorieux pays et gu’'il ¥ & du danger,
selon Votre lettre, que Vour ne confondlez noe rela-
tione personnellee avec cellee qul exletent £l heureuse-
ment entre noeg deux paye et vu d4'autre part gue Je ne
neux pas exclure la pogeibllite de nouvegux malentendus
indéeirablee pour mon_psye, Je me suls dec'de & me faire
aeeleter d'un interprete toutes lep fole gue Vous alles
m'hanorer de Votre vislte.

- Alnsi tout danger d'erreur et de malentendu sera
elimine.

Veulllez seréer, Cher U, Montpomery, lee aeeursnces
de ma haute coneidérattion.

ETIENNE CSAKY

Son Excellence
M. JOHN FLOURNOY LONTGOMERY,
Envoyé extraordinalre et Minlstre
nlénipotentislire des Etats Unie 4 Amérique,
BUDAPEST.
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THE WHITE HOUSE »
WASHIMGTON Pf\l :i.;.'
March 19, M"
MEMORANLUR FOR
THE PRESIDENT

I tried several times, prior to the
President's departure on the cruise, to see
the President about this matter, without awaeil.

I am sorry that I did not learn of the
President's reaction to the Assistant Secretary
of State's memorandum.




THE WHITE HOUSE

May 10, 1840,

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN CALLAGHAN

Will you speak to me
about thie at your convenience?

F.D. R.




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

Lay 9. 1940

Uy dear Mr. President:

Recently the Secretary of Agriculture asked, at
your request, that the possibility be examined of get-
ting our exports into Europe by land, through Portugal
or some other country, in the event that hostilities
should extend to the Mediterranean and it should
vecome difficult or imposeitle to reach Eastern Europe
by water.

This has been done, and the conclusiocn 1s suggested
that in the event the Mediterranean should become & bel-
ligerent area, as defined in the Neutrality Act, 1t
would be difficult, probably impossible, for our goods
to reach Eastern Europe or the Balkans in any quantities
by land transshipment.

In the event that the Mediterranean should become
a belligerent area, American shipping would prescmably

be
The President,
The White House.



be excluded under the Neutrality Act from the entire
Mediterranean. In those circumstances, assuming that
Spain and Portugal remained neutral, the only European
porte which might remain open to American ships would
be the Portuguese ports and those on the Atlantic Coast
of Spain (see enclosed Neutrality map.) If the factual
gituation should be such that, at least for the initial
stage of conflict in the Mediterranean, Portugal and
the Spanish Atlantic ports could be left open to Ameri-
can shipping and air communication, this would maintain
some direct American shipping contact with Europe as
well as enable the continuance of the only remaining
air mail route.

It is extremely doubtful, however, that American
goods in any appreciable quantity could reach Eastern
Europe overland from any European port outside the
Mediterranean unless they could be transported through
Italy. If American goods could not be transported
through Italy it would appear impractical or imposeible,
in view of the war controls and inland transportation

problems (there ies a definite freight-car shortage in
Northern
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Northern and Central Europe and in Rusela), to attempt
to convey such goode to Eastern Europe by way of French,
hhannnl, North Sea or Baltic ports. 8Similarly, American
goods, other than those destined for Spaln or Portugel,
transported in elther American or forelgn ships to
Portuguese or Spanish Atlantic ports almost certalnly
could not be transported from such ports entirely by
land to any European destinatlon other than Franoce,
Switzerland, Belglum and the Netherlands,

The cost of loading and unloadlng and transporting
goods overlend from Portuguese and Spanish Atlantic
porte to Spanlieh Medlterranean porte for further water
shipment through the Medlterranean to Eastern Europe
would not appear to make that route a feasible one
for transporting American goods to that area. Moreover,
the Spanish inland transportetion system 1e seriouely
dlsorganized ae a result of the Spanieh civil confllet,

Although there 18 rail transportation from Casablanca,
on the Atlantlic Coast of Morocco to ports as far east
as T™unls on the Mediterranean Coast of Northern Africa,
the increased transportation coste involved, as 1n the
case of transporting goods across the Spanish peninsula,
would probably render that route aleo lmpractlcable.

Coneldering



Coneidering the Eastern approach to Emstern Europe,
there is a continucus railway connection from the Suez
through Byria and Turkey to Haydarpasa acrose the
stralts from Istanbul, and within the very near future
there will be a continuous railway connection from Basra,
Iraq, on the Persian Gulf, to Haydarpasa. BSections of
both of these lines are narrow gauge. There is a shortage
of narrow gauge equipment on the line from Suez and it is
doubtful whether sufficient rolling stock would be avail-
able for the standard section of the line from Basra.
Moreover, lighterage is necessary for the transport of
goods from Haydarpasa to the Oriental Railway at Istanbul ,
which connecte with Balkan and Central European rallways.
Except for tank care, there is not the shortage of
freight cars in Turkey and the Balkans that existe in
Northern and Central Europe.

There ig aleo railway communication from the Persian
Gulf to the Caspian Bea. However, to reach Eastern
Europe by this route goods would have to be transported
across the Casplian Sea and thence by Soviet railway
either to the Turkish railway or to the Black Bea for
further water shipment to the Balkans. The freight-car
shortange in Boviet Russia, previously mentioned, would
affect the poeelbility of the transportation of goods

through the Boviet from the Pacific.
Becauge
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Because of the great distance and traneportation
coete, it le wvery doubtful whether any American gooda
would be transported to Eastern Europe by way of the
Eastern routes dlscussed above; certalnly no heavy
commodities would move by those routes unless they were
essential,

In view of the foregoing, 1t seems probable that
such American goods as continued to move through war
controle to Eastern Europe would be transported
direct from the United Btates through the Medlterranean
in such forelgn ships a8 might be avallable,

Finally, 1t l1g possible that 1f the Medlterranean
should become a belligerent ares, the Balkan area would
also be lnvolved in the war. In that sltuation, 1t 1le
highly problematical whether any Amerloan goods would
be exported or could get through to that area.

I truet that the foregolng answers the questlons
you had in mind,

Falthfully yours,

Pl
7 i.ﬁ
HenrydF. Orady

Agsletant Secretary

Enclosure:
Neutrallity Map
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May 10, 1940

My dear Prince Félix:

I was delighted to receive your Ohargé
d'Affaires and I am very grat for the most
interesting Album of Luxemburg postage stamps
which you so thoughtfull unt to me. form
a welcoms and prized addition to my collection.

I was partioularly interested in the charity stamps
::hh have such an exeellent likeness of the chil-
en,

Her Royal Highness and and your children
are much in my thoughts in these diffiocult daye.
I rensw my suggestion that if conditions get seo
bad that it is unsafe for the children to remain
in Luxemburg or France, we should be delighted %o
have them ocome over here. I assure you that we
would be most happy to have the children and that
we would take very good care of them.

With kindeet regards and with my best wishes for
your happiness and safety, I am

Very eincerely yours,

O aL.44

His Royal Highness

Prince Félix of Luxemburg.

Dy S ebossety 5
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISIGN OF FROTOCOL

May 10, 1540,

Memorandum for
Mise LeHand:

In complinnce with the President's
memorandum of May 9, 1240, I am trans-
mitting herewlith a draft of a suggestad
levter to Prince Félix of Luxesburg,
thanking him for the Album of stumpe
which he recently eent to the Presldens,

If you will resurn the leatter to
ma when signed, I phall be glad to for-
wnrd it to the American Minister to
Luxesburg for appropriste dellvery,
¥Your files i@ returned herewith.

ﬁhét of Protocol,

il



PALAI Luxsmbourg, le 1 mars 1940.

Grawp Ducar
LU X iR

\
4P
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-h Moneieur le Préeident,

Je sule heureux de pouvoir profiter de l'ogooeeion de 1a
nomination d'un chargé d'affaires du Grand Tuché auprée de Vous,
Yoneieur le Fréeident, pour Vous envoyer toue mes plus sincéres *
et cordiasux souvenirs ot Vous exprimer su mom de mon petit payse
notre profonde gratitude pour tout ce que Vous avez fait et
ferez pour nous.

Nous vivons surtout em ce moment des heures d'engoisse;
mele nous egpérons encors toujours pouvoir dchapper & la tour-
mente. Mieux que quicongue nous sentons Votre main si blenfei-
eante et heureuse et Votre dminente influence dans tout oe gqui
8'est produit et se produira dans le monde. Ceoi nous rend
confiants pour 1'evenir.

Le contact plue intime de mon paye aveo les Etate-Unis, du
fait que notre chargé d'effaires résiders dorénavent & Washing-
ton, contribuera certainement dans une large mesure au dévelop-
pement de ces m@mee sentimente ardenmts gue motre paye et
nous-z@mee éprouvons pour Vous, Noneieur le Président, et Votra
grande patrie.

La Grande Ducheese ee Joint & moi pour Vous envoyer tous
nos plue chaleureux souvenirs, et dans 1'attente de 1m paix
mondiale sl vivement souhaitde, Je Vous prie, Monsisur le
Frésident, d'sgréer les assurances de mes sentiments de cor-
diale sympathie et de profonde mmitié,

Prre £P € e 2erie

O Pe

e
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May 9, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. SUMMERLIN

Will you be enough to prepare
ly for my npum and say 1 was
ighted to receive his Charge d'Affaires

yeaterday and that I am very grateful for

the most interesting Album of Luxemburg
postage stamps, vhich are a great ad-

dition to my ocollection, and that I am
pu'tlmulz {nterested in the charity

] which have such excellent like-

nesses of the ohildrenl

Will you say also that the Orand
m-mnmmmmmmm
in thoughts in these difficult 2
and t 1 renew my stion that
'lhh!: ri s0 bad that it is unsafe for
the tdmhruuntnmmglu
France, we should be delighted to have
them come over her and we would take
very good care of themi

F. D. R,



Honmgieur e PRESIDEEN T des Ztete-Unie 4'Amérigue

FRANKLIN ROOSEVEL T

Thite House
"ABHINOGTOYN.,
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THE UMDLMECCHETARY
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

Hay }E, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

The attached telegram has been noted by
the intereated officlals in the Department
of 3tate and ia returned to you herewith in
accordance with your requesat,

Believe me

'al ully yours,

The President,
The White House.

s
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HUGUES LEGALLAIS=
CHARGE D AFFAIRES DE LUXEMEOURG WASHINGTON=

: N
GRANDE DUCHESSE ET PRICE DE LUXEMBOURG ME CHARGENT DE VOUS

PRIER D EXPRIMER AU PRESIDENT LEUR GRATITUDE PROFONDEMENT EMUE
POUR OFFRE ACCORDER HOSPITALITE A LEURS ENFANTS STOP PARENTS
ET ENFANTS ONT A COEUR RESTER REUNIS NON LOIN LEUR PAYP PENDANT
CRUELLE EPREUVE STOP PRIERE REMERCIER PRESIDENT SENTIMENTS DE
SYMPATHIE AGISSANTE MANIFESTEE PAR LUI ET GOUVERNEMENT ETATS
UNIS A L EGARD PEUPLE LUXEMBOURGEOIS=

FUNCK.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE ﬂl}"-

SPECIAL DIVISION
May 10th, 1940,

My dear Mr., President:

with reference to the Germen inwvesion of Belglum and
Holland this morningz, the attached memorandum and explanatory
marked map may be of some interest to you.

You will recall that last fall I sent to you & map by
Colonel Brown showing the then esllocation of the Belgisn Army.
Brown is the military atteche at Brussels, He ls a man of ex-
ceptionally good judgment; and called the turm last September
and agsin under dste of April 3 predicted the ettack. His opinion
of April 3 briefly was that Hitler would direct a von Schliefen
ettack on Holland and Belgium. It would come by way of Krefeld,
in Germeny, through to the Scheldt on the north vis Rotterdam,
with enother "axis" through Einhoven, north of Liege, and another
through Luxembourg, south of Liege, to "outflank, envelop and
destroy" the enemy.

My opinion is that the main objective of the attack 1s
to establish air bases in Southeastern Holland for an assault on
Englend. As my reports to you lsst fall stated, the Germans said
positively they would project their attack on England in Mey. The
plan doubtless embraces the possibility of testing the resistance
in Belgium to determine whether Germany gould project a similar
von Schliefen plan by penetration into France from the east &nd
north in connection with similar attacks on the Western Fromnt.

The concensus of opinion when I left Brussels was that
barring some accident, new weapon or the like, Belglum would hold
until the Fremch and the British could dig in somewhere in Belglum
and establish & line extending to the North Sea.

German success in Holland was then generally considered
to be more or less a foregone conclusion., It was generally accept-
ed Blso that the Germans would make good their promise of an air
ettack on Britain to destroy her eastern ports and ohief industrial
and utility centers. The Germans, even chiefs of mission, also
bossted that they would drive Englend to her knees by the middle
of Auguste.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Weshington, D.C.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SPECIAL DIVISION

April 28, 19i0
MEKORANDUM
ON PROBAHLE GERLLAN ACTION THROUGH THo
LOW COUNTRIES

Under date of April 3, 1940 I received a personal
letter from Colonel Brown, Military ittamché in Belgium,
in which he writes as Tollows;

"On this moment of writing end universal
eaxpactancy, I thought you might like to have my
opinien on the bigz setup as I see it and because
1 am rather close to it, 48 wa called the turnp
last fall I think I can eall it now. Hers it is,

"They are going to do it. It is going to
come west and it's not so very far awny. I must
say that I am not entirely sustained in this
opinion by others who might be just ms well
qualified as I am to express an opinion. How-
aver, as you remember that opinion Was wrong
last September and our opinion was Justified by
the event. You and I saw the things rather
clearly at that tims and were not influenced by
the then adverase opinion. I think it will come
on the Krefeld-Einhoven-Greda axis for Holland;
north and south of Liege for Belgium; and in
Lorraine. Of course it will come everywhere,
but those will be the principal axes relied upeon,

oseph E. Davies
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Physical Features. In groerl terma, northern Germany may be
described as bargely o lowland plain. South of this ia a central
highland region, including the ;

by the Dnmube knto the Black Sea, practically all Germany b dradned
into the North and Baltic seas.  The great river of western Gersnany
Is the Rhine (length oo miles), which rises in Switserland. Drabn-
ingg Lake Constance through the depression between the Swis and
German Jura ranges, the Rhine flows st first westwand, but turna
st the French border, and muma north along (rontier of Alsace and

taries are the Neckar, Main, and Moselle, The
Weckar ) skiris the castern margin of the Black Forest,
and, tuming westwand south of the Odenwald, reaches the Rhine
at Mannhetm, The Main (yoo mile), which empties into the Rhine
st Maine niter & rigeag couwnie from the cast, s navigable to Bamberg,
from which point the Ludwig Canal carrien shipping south to the
Altmahk] River of the Danube system, thus bringing the North and
Black: scas into direct communication. The other chief rivers are
the Ems, Weser, and Elbe, flowing into the North Sea, and the Oder,

is

Silesia, and, with its largest tributary, the Warta, i navigable o
Poland. ‘The Vistula is navigable from the Gull of Dansig, into the
heart of Poland. Germany has a fow small kakes in southern Bava-
rin, and o preat many in the Baltic coastal plain. Chmate: Ger-
many as & whole is remarkable for the uniformity of its climate.
The west has a mild climate like that of the British lakes. In the
wpdand districts, winters are often severs, but the lower river valleys
are delightful throughout the seasons, In the sheltered valleys of
the Rbime and Main, subtropical froits mature, The cold increases,
however, towsrd the east. Rainfall averages 27 inches annually,
being heaviest on the mountaina, and there in summer. On the
Harz Mountains 1t reaches 84 inches.

. The popalation, pys. was 66616000 That of

1g1g, Ml power ol the State s derived {rom the people
state in the foderation must have a republican constitution.  Fran.

in disposing of it, were one of the wonders of the modern workd,  The
foundations of her were laid broad and deep, being based

PR

expert knowledge, high desterity, and precision of delicate adjust-
ment. [t is on these fourdations that the new Germany of today
i rising from the ashes of the great conflagration,

The iron industry is centered in Priussia, Bavarda, and Sazony;
sieel, in Rhenish Prossin.  Saxony leads in textiles, bat linen is pro-
duced also in Westphalis and Silesia; cotton goods in Bavaris, Baden,
and Warttesnberg; woolesn in Prassia, Savony, and Bavaria; silks
in Rhemish Prusss and Haden. Glass, porcelain, and pottery are
made in Slesia, Thringia, Bavaria, asd Saxony; clocks nnd woodes-
ware in Wirttemberg and Bavara, Enormoss quantities of boet
wugnr are refined in Prussia, Brunswick, Anhalt, Bavaris, ete.  Aloo-
holie liquors are distilled chiefly @ the potato-raising districts of
the northeast, and beer is brewed in every part of the coumtry.

Deferive. On signing of armistice, November" 11, 1018, ithe
German Army numberod about 000,000 men. By peace treaty,
the effective army i Hmited 1w peoess.  All {ortresses west of a
line about 31 miles cast of the Rhine have been demolished. No air
force is permitted. A small pavy on s volunteer basls s allowed,
but no mabmarnes. CGermany's ficld losses in the War were nearly
o3 mdltion men (1,792,088 killed); navy losses, b5.340 (54.258
killed). Peace treaty with United States signed August 55, 1971,
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RAND MEINALLY WORLD ATLAS 1

94"; and the minimum, -5 8° Fahr. Rainfall averages twenty-cight
inches annually.
Pepulation. Yaar Populstion Yooar Papalation
158y PRTEeTE (T .r14,008
1poo [RTYREY) rons Est. Bags, e

wmmnwnmmumm L‘-nh.
potatoes, sagar beets, and flax are the chief products.  In the provin-
ces of North and South Holland, large arcas are devoted to mariket
gardening and fruit and flower culture. The principal graies, sccord-
Ing to the acreage devoled, are rye, cats, and wheat, in crder named.
Large areas are also devoted to peas, barley, and horse beans. ‘Tulips
and other flowering bulbs are exported, Owver a thind of the country
s under permanent pastire for great nambers of the finest dalry catile.

A project for draining the Zuider Zee has added about 817 square
miles to tha land area of the Kingdom.,

Fizheries. Hm::.:ndmmfhww

chacolate, pottery, pold and silver ware, and dismond-tutting.

Defense. Army: Peace strength, about jyoeco. Men 19 to
4o year old chosen by lot for Army service. Newy: Throe coast-
defense ships, two cruisers; also gunboats, torpedo boats, and
mabmmarines.

Colonies, The puesessions of the Netherland Indism and the
\:tlldludWeﬂ.]ndmwtz.nmn!nﬂﬂr&mmmqm
miles, and & population of alaut 6)coo000, The most important
prssessions are Java, Sumatrn, Netherland Culana (Surinam), and

Curagan
BELGIUM
Area. The total area i 10,752 square miles.
Chimate. enjoys & cool and temperate climate, misch
similar to that of Holland. Ostende and Spa are famous resorts.
Pogulation, Wear Fapulstion Yoeut Prxralation
18ga &,c8g.301 tgsc 7,485,782
1gen L TR L] gys Ent Boapeass
Belgium is the demsely populated country of Europe (704
per square mile). French and Flemish are the official langusges.
Religion., ‘The constitutbon provides for full religious Hberty and

state support of all denominations. The populstion is almost en-
tirely Roman Cathalic.

Government. Belgium is & constitutional monarchy, governed
by the King. Senate, and Chamber of wes, The Genate
i“hmﬂmﬂrhﬂ-pﬁﬁnmhpﬂhﬂuﬂ,w
the provincial council. The lower house is elected by direct vole,

mmumhmﬂqmmmhﬂ
segregated middle-class schools, There are lour noted wniversities:
at Braxelles [Brosels), Gand (Ghent), Lidge, and Louvaln. There
schiools, commercial high schoods, and
royal academies and institutions.

Industries and Resources. Agrignlture: The agricultural dis-
tricts are mainly fn the north and west. The chief products e
oats, rye, potatoms, whent, barley, and beets. Dalrying is well
developed,

Large areas of the country were laid waste in the general Boropean
war, and agricultural pursuits suflered severely. The devastation
cased famine conditions, which had to be relieved by loreign con.
tribution.

Forests. Though large areas were deforested by the waate of
war, there i still much forest land in Belglum. Before the war, forest
products were over fowr million dollars in annual value.

Fisheries. The annual catch, principally herring, is valued at mone
than §i 000,000,

Minerals amd Monufactures, The mines and manufactures pro-
wide o Hvelihood for the majority of the pepulation. From Moms to
Liége stretch the great coal fields which have attracted the extensive
metal industries for which the country . is famous. Irom, copper,
wing, and lead are also mined.

The principal mamufsctured products are pig iron, steel, motor
cars, glass, artificial silk, lace, linen, and gloves. There arealso
many sgar mamslactories, distillerien, and refineries.

In 1gr4 all industry was brought to a standstill by the German
finvasion, and vast destruction was wrought to manulacturing estab-
lishments and industcial centers, from which recovery waa difficult
aml slow.  Pructically the entire country was cecupied by the Ger-
mans, and tributes were leviad on the citiee A large part of the
population was driven to refuge in foreign countries,

Delense. Army: The srmy is made up by conscription and
voluntary enlistment In sgyy it oumbered over 88,000 men
Conseripted men spend 13 or 13 months in active training, and are
under military obligation for 25 years. The country maintaing
o military airplanes

Nowy: COme ex-Brivish sloop s used in the fishery service and there
are & pumber of motor lannches,

Caolonles. HBelpiam Cemgo: The Congo Independent State waa
annexed to Belgium in 1po7. The area, including part of former
German East Africa, added 1geo, s sbout gaofed square miles;
population, 10,000,000, The clief products ame nubber, ivory, palms
nuts, palm-oil, white copal, and cacso. Caffee, rubber, rice, and
cotton plantations have been establiabed. Tobaceo grows in all
parts. Important minerals are gold, copper, and diamonds.  Other
minerals, coal, iron, tin, and manganese, nre known o exist.

LUXEMBOURG

Area. Luxembourg hes an area of gof square miles.
Pepulation. The population was joy.000 bn 1038

Religion, The inhabitants are almost entirely Homan Catholic.
Government. Luxemboury is & Grand Duchy. It waa declared
neutral territory and s independence and tntregrity puaranteed by
the Treaty of London, in 1857, It was, however, forcibly coccupied
by the armdes of Germany in 114, It Is governed by the Sover.
eign, and & Chamber of Depraties elected by universal suffrage.
Indusiries and Resoorces. Agricwlture: The majority of the
people are engaged in agriculture, ralsing graln, fruits, and vines,
Mimeraly and Manwfoctures. The reglon i rich in iron ore.  Other
minerals are copper, lead, and antimony. The chie! manufactures
ase iron kad seel, beer, distilled Hguors, paper, loather, gloves, and
textiles.
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HIS MAJESTY
CAROL II,
RIKG OF RUMANIA,
BUCHAREST.

Upon this national anniversary which is belng
celebrated in Rumania today I take pleasure in extend-
ing my cordial good wishes for Your Hajesty's perscnal
welfare and for the peace and prosperity of the
Bumanian people.

FRAWKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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THE BECRETARY OF NTATE
s B

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

vay 16, 1940
In reply refer to =
PR

My denr Kise LeHand:
The Einlster of Sweden &t Woehington has reouseted
me to forrard to the Presldent the encloced letier ad-

dreseed to niw by tha Orown Prince of Bweden. The letter

wae senled when I received it and % gontente are

Unknown.

Slnceraly vours,

.ar:__‘f 5 ;
=S\ he v,
Oniesf of Frotocol,

.

Miee Mercuerite A. LeEand,
Frivate Beoretary to the President,

The White House.

Seot Sveor - huinian - 19 ¥y /‘mziji,tt,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

h" ﬂﬂ. 1640,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. BRECKINRIDOE LONG

That is your situation in
T to evacuating all American
Nationals from Greece, Macedonia,
Y lavia ; Roumania
Turkey in the event of spread
of operations to Eastern -
terranean, This includes ultimately,
of course, evacuating Americans
from Peleatine, from Arablian
8tates and Egypt. What is
propoaed?
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

May 20, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

I have your memorandum of today about evacuating
Americans. We have warned all Americans out of the
Balkan countries, as well as Turkey, Palestline, Syrla,
Egypt, and the North African Coast.

Those in Tunisla and pointe west have been asked
to proceed to Casablanca, which is accesslble by motor
and rail. One American ship is calling there and one
American ig awalting departure from there.

Americans in Switzerland, Yugoslavia, Hungary, and
Italy are being requested to proceed to Genca. The
Waghington sailed from Genoa yesterday with 1,076 pas-
sengers. We are walting now to hear from Pell at Lisbon
how many Americans are there desiring evacuation. The
Waghington will reach Gibraltar sometime tomorrow and
may be diverted to Liebon if there are as many as 100
passengers awaiting repatriation but it will be too

expensive
The President
The White House.
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expensive to send her there for leas.

The Manhattan 1s on the way east and, in case war
breaks in the Mediterranean, she will be diverted to
Lisbon to pick up those and perhaps proceed to Bilbao, so
that she will not have to enter the prescribed zone, from
which point she can collect the Americans we have warned
out of England and France and who are collecting in the
neighborhood of Bordeaux. If Italy becomes a belligerent,
and consequently Genoa 18 closed to American ships, Ameri-
cans in that nelghborhood are already being warned and may
be directed to proceed to the Bordeaux area.

In case Italy enters the war the situation of those
in Greece, Bulgaria, Rumania, and Turkey will be diffi-
cult but there are a number of American ships always in
the Mediterranean and there will be some at that time in
the Eastern Mediterranean. These, we hope, might be got
out of the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal and they
might be used to plek up Americans at Plraeus, Tel Aviv,
and Jaffa on the way.

Warnings have been issued to all people in that
area and many of them are heeding the warning.

There will alwaye be some who do not heed these warn-
ingse. We are peeking information as to the numbers ar-
riving at different pointe and will route ships to them
in so far as possible. It may be that some of them will

have
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have to proceed overland, through Russia and out via
Vladivoetok. That 1s the eltuation with the emall number
of cltizens now in Sweden, for whom that remains the only
practical egress.

We have communicated to Kennedy and Gray in
Dublin your desires about Bantry Bay. Ae you know,
Kennedy wired that Ireland might be a trouble spot. How-
ever, 1t seems that Bantry Bay would be the best point
of departure and 1t 1s impractical to get them over from
that country into any other country.

I hope I have complied with your request. If not,
and you want to ask me further on the telephone, I am
always available.

Falth ¥
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

_May 21, 1940,

My dear Mr. Preslident:

At the suggestion of Sumner I am continuing
in direet contact with you on the subject of your
memorandum of yesterday and my letter of last
evening and am calling to your attentlon a cable
just received from EKennedy about Bantry Bay.

In case Bantry Bay should not prove to be
desirable as the point of departure, it would seem
that Galway would be the next best cholce. Cobh

is out.
Fa
Enclosure:
From gundnn. No. 1277, May 20,
Palls

The President,

The White House.
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GRAY

LONDOW

Dated liny 20, 1940

Heo'd 9330 pems

Seeretary of 3tate,
Waohington,.

1377, llay 20, 8 p.nm,

Your 896, day 18, 5 p.m.

¥You may vant to pass on to the President the fol=
lowing informotion on Bantry Bay,

The Hovol Attache Informa me that a veasel of any
aize whorld have to anchar four or five miles [rom the
town, The anchorage 1s expoagd to southwesterly twinds
vhish frequently aalke boarding from small boats haeard-
ouds In the opinlon of shipplng peeple here, 1t would
be dangerous for passingera to board o ship in Bantry
Bay from smoll boots cxocept in very pood veather.

Consul Smale of Corl reporta that there arc no ne=
commedntions exocept o twenty room hotel, that there is
no tender avallable, that the foollities for scrviclng
ships are extrmely limited, that for cight or ninc
hours out of coch twelve hours, it iz Impoasible to
reach veoasels besauge of mud flats, and thn*:hn'z are
no faelllitles cxecpt onc small orane for handling hage
gage and storcoy I doubt If it would be franible to

embarl




=2= No, 1877, liay 20, 8 p.ms Cron London,

embark perhaps over 1,000 people or more in snnll boata,
For that ressen, if Bantry Bay 1o oclected, 1t will
undoubtedly be neceozary to bring o tcnder arcound from
Cobhs

I renalizec, of course, that the allitary angle 1n
the poct important onc. Consul 3pale hag taken thia
matter up with the appropriote authorities and Lls of
the opinion that the veat of Ircland fg definitely leon
degiroble Jrom thla standpofint thon 1o Coblh.

There io fecling of tenpion in Ircland that moy
EVEn neccasitate reconsidering Ircland as o tonporary

place of refugecs

FEVWHEDT




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

May 21, 1940

Dear Mr. President:

I approach you again directly %ﬁn?nuiarnmding
with Bumner and would like to call your attentlon to the
question of repatriation from Ireland.

The Manhattan is en route to the Mediterranean. She
will enter the Mediterranean Saturday unlese those waters
by that time should be closed by reason of Italy's entry
into the war. If 1t 18 closed, she can proceed to pick
up Americans at Lisbon, Bilbao, and then on to Ireland.
We cannot count upon that ship being available.

The only other avallable ship is the Pregident
Roocgevelt now engaged on a run to Bermuda under contract
with the governmental authorities there. The Maritime
Commiseion has approached the operating United States
Lines and the officlals of that company are willing to
permit the ship to be diverted so that she can sall from
New York on Saturday in case the Manhattan enters the

Mediterranean
The President
The White Houpe.
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Mediterranean on that day. Her requlisition might be post-
poned until the following Wednesday at the end of her re-
turn from her next trip to Bermuda. However, amongst the
directors of the company, Mr. Vincent Astor has taken the
definite position that he will not consent to i1t and the
understanding of the Maritime Commigsion 1s that his re-
fusal to consent is because of some understanding he has
with you which concerns Bermuda, but which is not very
definite in our minds. The consent of Mr. Astor would
geem to be neceseary to relleve the only obstacle to the
uee of that veseel. Coneequently, in view of the fact
that 1t might be advisable to have her sall from New York
on S8aturday for Ireland, this matter 1s hurriedly pre-
sented to your attention with the hope that in case

Mr. Astor is correct you will advise us to that effect,
or that you may consl®e=r changing Mr. Astor's understand-
ing.

Kennedy telegraphs today that most of the Americane
refuse to leave England to go to Ireland to await the
indefinite idea that some ship at some time may be sent.
He aske for a name of a ghip and a definite port and
says that under those circumstances the Americans in
England will be glad to go to Ireland but that their
fear of trouble in Ireland itself is such as to cause

them
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them to hesitate to leave the known dangers of England
for the unknown dangers of Ireland.

It 1s obvious that without your declislon so as to
make the steamship Bocsevelt available, and your au-
thorizing the use of elither Galway or Bantry Bay (though
I sent you an earlier note today about Bantry Bay) au-
thority 1s lacking to complete the arrangements and it
le urgently necessary that some decision be reached,

I know how awfully busy you are and I hate to
thrust things upon your attention but I have no altern-
ative.

Falthfully y

Breckinridge Lo
Asslstant Secr

-
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SPCCIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRITART OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

May B3rd, 1940.

Daar General:

Hare is the note which
I tulked to you about on the 'phone .
1 will appreclate it very
much if you will hemd 1t to the Bosa.

wWith warm personal regards,

Sinuggilr yours,

A
/ﬂ?upb, E. Davies

Brigadisr General Edwin M. Wetsom,
Secretary to the Presldent,
The White House.



SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

Hﬂ_Lﬂard, 1940,

Dear Mr. President:

To save your energies and time I am
submitting this brief memorandum in this manner.

You envisage this whole problem with
greater comprehension than any single mind. I
offer, however, these concrete thoughts:

My judgment is that, short of a miracle,
both Frence and England will be occupied or
destroyed this summer beceuse of the overwhelm-
ing preponderance of men, materials, mechanized
equipment, initiative and the dominance in the eir
of the Germens. (With Italy in "at the kilin).

What will happen to the British and
French fleets is of vital importence to the
preservetion of the British and French Empires,
whether or not they remove their seats of govern-
ment to this continent. It would also be disas-
trous to our security if the British and French
fleets were turned over to Hitler under & German
imposed peace. It would be little less disastrous
if they were scuttled.

A victorious Germany would also, in all
probability, demand es one of the rights of conquest
the title to the British and French possessions 1n

this hemisphere.

Up to now there has been no notice served
by Hitler of intended reprisals against the British

e Fonorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House



and French populations in the event of the
scuttling or other dispositicn of the -British
and French fleets or possesslions.

Would it not be esdvisable, therefore,
before this heppens, for the British and French
to sell and essign certain of their possessions
in this hemisphere which are vital to our defense
in consideration of the relinquishment of their
obligations to us?

Might it not also be advisable, prior
to the initietion of any peece negotiations and
prior to the removal of the seats of government
of France and Britain, respectively, to make a
similar disposition of their fleets elther to
Canada or to the United States under some such
arrangement ?

These are rather violent suggestions,
but these are violent times.

Without the British and French fleets
avallable the preponderance of the combined naval
strengths of Germany, Italy, Ruasia and Japan
compared with the United Stetes navy alone will
threaten our security and independance most
sariously.

From such experience as I have had, I
am firmly convinced that the community of interest
of Germeny, Italy, Russia and Japan is cohesive
and implemented with the very definite understanding
as to how each will participate in the spoils
through spheres of influence over and occupetion
of different parts of the world.

It is only our strength which probably
has eliminated us from their calculations so far.
with the British and French fleets in thelr posseas-
ion, the United States would undoubtedly be lncluded

in their plana.

Respecffully yours,
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