


THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

My dear Mr, Fresident:

I am encloslng a copy of a personal letter I

have received today from Jeff Caffery under date of

May 27 which I believe will be of interest to you,
Believe me

r.tr.hrunr rnqr-

L N u\\; L {-—j

The President,
The White House,



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rio de Janeiro,
May 27, 1940,

Personal
Ne, 132

Dear Sumner:

Referring to my telegram No, 228 of May 24, 5 o.m,
regarding my conversation with President Vargas, I did
not set out in the telegram that President Vargas had
told me in plain words that he mistrusted the Germans:
"That race hae given evidence that they are a danger-
ous lot, We have over a million of them here and I am
perfectly aware that they would like to turn me out, "
He then added: "In case of need, I shall rely on your
country to help me." Aranha was very curicus to know
what the Fresident had told me because the President
had merely saild to Aranha, when Aranha tried to pumn
him, that he had set out his position clearly to me,
When I told Aranha a 1ittle of the conversation, he was
80 surprised that I said perhaps the President was not
sincere: "Oh, yes", sald Aranha, "he was sincere al-
right, I am surprised that he talked so nlainly: he
never talke nlainly to us in the Cabinet; he has talked
more plainly to you than to anyone I know, "

Aranha 18 a 11ttle befuddled and I am trying hard
to keep him from running off the rails. (As you are
aware, he doeen't get along very well with the Minister
of War and various of the other principal Generals). He
is now fearful that hie well-known anti-German voliey
might end in failure.

With all good wishee,
Yours very sincerely,
JEFFERSON CAFFERY

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D, C,



DEPARTHENT OF BTATE

FOR THE PREBS JUNE 10, 1940
Ho. 276

PROCLAIMING THE MEUTRALITY OF THE UWITED STATES
IK THE WAR BETWEIN ITALY, ON THE ONE HAND,
AND FRANCE AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, CN

THE OTHER HAND.

EY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A FROCLAMATION

WHEREAB a atate of wor unhap ilﬁ exlote between Italy,
on the one hand, and France and the United Xingdom, on the
othar hand;

KOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIM D. ROCSEVELT, Fresident of
the United States of Americs, in order to preserve the
neutrality of the United Statos nnd of its cltlzens nnd of
perscne within its territory and Juriedieticon, and to en-
force 1te lows nnd trenties, and in order that all persons,
being warned of the general tenor of the lnws and trentles
of the United States in this behalf, nnd of tho law of
nations, may thup bes prevented from any viclation of the
snme, do hereby declare and proclals that nll of tha pro-
vigions of my proclamation of Septesber 5, 1938, proclalm-
ing the neutrality of the United Stntes in n war batwaen
Germnny nnd France; Poland: and the United Klngdom, Indin,
Austrnlin and New Zealnnd npply equnlly in respect to Italy.

IN WITHNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand nnd
onused the Senl of the United States of Amerlen to be nf-
fixed,

DONE nt the City of Washington this tenth dny
of June, in the
year of our Lord
ninetoen hundred
and forty,
{ 8EZAL) and of the
Independence
of the United
Strntes of Amerien
the cne hundred and
sixty-fourth.

FRANKELIN D, ROOBEVELT
By the Presldent:

CORDELL HULL
Beoretary of Btnte.

L]



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
FOR THE FRESS JUME 10, 1840
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Ho.

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF WAR BETWEEN
ITALY, ON THE ONE HAND, AND FRANCE
AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, ON THE OTHER HAND

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA
A FROCLAMATION

WHEREAS peotion 1 of the Jjoint resolution of
I;'-un?-un approved Novenmber 4, 1939, provides in part
a8 followa:

"That whenever the Presgldent, or the
Congress by conocurrent resolutlon, shall
find that there exlots a state of war be-
tween forelipgn states, and that it is neces-
sary to promote the ascurity or pressrve
the peace of the United Btates or to protect
the lives of cltirens of the United States,
the Fresident shall issue a proclamation
nam the states involved; and he shall,
from time to time, by prouimt:lun, namg
other etates ms and when they may becoma
invelved in the war."

AND WHEREAS it is further provided by sectlon 13
of the paid Jjoint resolution that

"The Fresident may, from time to time,
promulgate such rules and regulations, not
inconaletent with law as may be necespary
and proper to ecarry out any of the provislons
of this Joint resclution: and he may exerciso
any power or authority conferred on him by
this joint resolution through such officer or
E{fiuarg, or agenoy or ugenoles, ac he shall

reck.

BOW, THEREFQRE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOBEVELT
Proaldent of the United Btates of Amerloca, nnﬂnp;
under and by virtue of the authority conferred on
me by the sald joint resolution, do hereby proclaim
that a state of war unhapplly exlsta between Italy,
on the one hand, and Franoce end the United Kingdem,
on the other hand, and that it is necossary to promote
the seourlty and preserve the poaco of the United
S8tates and to protect the lives of ocitizens of the
United Btates.

AND I 4o hereby enjoln upen all officers of
tho United States, charged with the execution of

tho
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the laws thereof, tho most di!.ifun“ in preventing .
' wiolations of the sald joint resolution and in bringlng
s to trial and punishuont any offendors agnlnst the snme,

AND I do hercby dolegate to the Becretary of

f State the power to oxerciso any power or authority
eonforred on me by the said joint resclution, as

podo effective by this my Emulmtlnn hmmi there-

under, which is not specifloally delegeted by Execu-

tive order to some other offlcer or nEunu:r of this

Govornmont, and the ;;owr to promulgate such rules

and repylations not inconslstent with low as may

hiir ';.ulnuur:f and proper to oarry out any of ita pro-

vislons,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I havo horeunto set my hand and
nn?;nd“dtm Seal of the United Statos of Asorlosn to bo
affixed.

DONE at the Clty of Washington this tenth day
of June, in the
yoar of our Lord
ninoteen hundred
“Mﬂt‘"}“ﬁ
and of the
(8EAL) Independonce
of the United
Statee of Amorico
the ong hundred and
sixty-rourth.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

By the Prepident:
CORDELL HULL
Becretary of Btate.




DEFARTMENT OF BTATE

FOR THE PRESS JUNE 10, 1940
'/’ Ho. 278

USE OF PORTS OR TERAITORIAL WATERS OF THE UNITED
STATES BY SUBMARINES OF FOREIGN SELLIGERENT STATES

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATZS CF AMEZRICA
A FROCLAMATICN

WHEREAS pection 11 of the joint resclutlon approved
November 4, 1929, provides:

"Whenever, during any war in which the
United States im neutral, the Prepident shall
find that special reptrictlons placed on the
use of the ports and territorial waters of the
United Btates by the submarines or armed mer-
chant vespals of a forelgn state, will serve to
saintaln peace between the United States and
forsign states, or to protect the coamerclal
interepts of the United States and its cltlzens,
or to promote the security of the United Btates,
and ghall sake proclamation thereof, it shall
thereafter be unlawful for any such submarine
or armed merchant veasrel to ¢nter a port or the
territorial waters of the Unlted States or to
depart therefroa, excopt under auch condltions
and gubject to puch limltations as the Presldent
pay presoribe. Whenever, in his judgment, theo
sonditione which have cauged him to issus his
proclamation have ceaseéd to exlet, he shall re-
voke his proclamation and the proviaslone of this

section 1 thersupon cease to apply, exocpt
0 turnffenuus conmitted prier to such revoca-
tion.

WHEREAS there exlsts a state of war between Italy,
on the one hand, and Franco and the United Kingdom, on
the other hand;

VHEREAS the United States of Amerioca 1s neutral in
puch war;

WHEREAS by my proclamation of November 4, 1938, lssued
pursuant to the ovialon of law guoted above, I placed
epecinl restrictions on the use of porte and territorial
wnters of the United Btates by the submarines of France;
Germnny; Poland; and the United Klngdom, Indiam, Australin,
Canadn, New Zenland, and the Unieon of SBouth Africa;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRAMKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President
of the United Btntas of Americam, mcting under and by virtue
of the authority vosted in me by the foregolng provislon

of
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of sectlon 11 of the Jolnt rasclution approved November 4,
1628, do by this proc tion declare and proclaim that the
provislona of my grﬂﬂlﬂlnﬁlﬁh of Movember 4, 1830, in re-
to the use of the porte and torritorial waters of the

ited States, excluslive of the Cannl Zone, by the sub-
marines of Franoce; Oermany; Foland; and the United Kilnpdom,
Indin, Australia, Cannda, New Zealmnd, and the Unlon of
Bouth Africa, shall nlso nﬁplr to the yso of the ports and
territorial wnters of the United Stntes, excluslve of the
Crnnl Zone, by the submarines of Italy.

AND I do hereby onjoin upon all officers of the United
Stetos, charged with the executlon of the lawe therecf, the
utmoat diligence in preventing violatlions of the sald Joint
resolution, and this sy proclamation issued thereunder, nnd
in bringing to trlal and punishment nny offenders ngainaet
the snme.

IN WITHNESS WHEREOF, I have hercunto set my hand and
??u|;d the Benl of the United Btntce of Aserica to be af-
xed.

DONE at the Clty of ¥Wnshington this tenth dnay
of June, in the
year of our Lord
rineteen hundred
and forty,
{ 8ZAL) pnd of the
Indepondenco
of the United
States of America
the one hundred and
aixty=fourth.

FRANELIN D. ROOSEVELT

By the Fresident:

CORDELL HULL
Secretnry of Btate.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

FOR THE PREES JUKE 10, 1040
Ho, 279

EXECUTIVE ORDER

PRZSCRIBING REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE EN
OF THE NZUTRALITY OF THE UNITED BTATZS

WHEREAS, undor the troaties of the Unitod Statos
and the law of nations 1t 1o the duty of the United
S8tatos, in any wor in which the United Btates is n
nuutmi, not to permit tho commission of unnoutral acts
within the juriediotion of the United Staten;

AND WHEREAS, n proclasation wns lsouod by me on
the tenth day of Juno declaring the n:rutrr.ll.t{ of the
United Btateoa of Amerien in the wnr now exlsting between
Italy, on the one hond, and Fronoe and the United Kingdom,
on the other hand:

HOW, THEREFORE, in ordor to make more offective
the enforcement of the provisions of sald treaties,
law of natlons, and proolamation, I hereby presorlbe
that the proviplons of my Executive Order No. B233 of
September 5, 1938, presoribing regulatlons governing
the enforcement of the neutrality of the United States,
apply equally in respect to Italy.

FRANKLIN D, ROOHEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE
June 10, 1940,



DEPARTHENT CF STATE

FOR THT PRZ8S JUKE 10, 15840
No.

REGULATIONS UNDER SECTION 2 (o) AND (1)
OF THE JOINT HESOLUTION OF CONGAESS
APPROVZID ROVEMBER 4, 1938

The Secrotnry of Stnte anncunces that the reguls-
tiono under seotion 2 (o) nnd (1) of the Jolnt resclutilon
of Congress npproved Noveober 4, 1876, which ha promul-
gnted on November 10 and November 25, 1938, henceforth
apply equally in respect to the export or transport of
articles nnd materinls to Itnly.

CORDELL HULL

Sacretnry of Btnte




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE | L;‘/ ¢
WASHINGTON }

June 12, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

You may not have seen the attached telegram sent
by Caffery and reporting on the speech of President
Vargas yesterday.

President Vargas certainly chose a singularly un-
fortunate moment for his speech but I think you will
agree, after reading the text quoted by Caffery, that
there 1s nothing whatever in the speech except on® or
two 1ll-chosen phraees which Jjustify the onslaught be-
ing made upon President Vargas by the American press
today. It was oclearly a speech intended solely for
domestic consumption and the last page of the telegram
makes 1t thoroughly clear that in all of the references
whioh he makes to political systems he 1s talking sole-
ly about the Brazilian Government and in no sense about
the German or Italian dictatorships.

The oriticiems of our own press will be reprinted
in the German and Italian controlled papers in Brazil

The President,
The White House.
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and will undoubtedly be used to advantage to etir up
feeling againet the United Btates,

If, at your press conference on Friday, you were
to find 1t possible to 8ay a few words of regard for
President Vargas and for the exceedingly close and
friendly relationship between the two governments, I
believe it would have an admirable effect. I may re-
mind you that at this very moment the secret military
and naval conversations are golng on in Rio between
our offiocers and members of the Brazilian Government
and that the Brazilian Government has offered us every
possible form of cooperation in the realm of national
defense, We have fortunately been able so far to avold
any publioity with regard to these conversations,

Believe me \
F th}uglx Yours, "~

L yitars; '“\’ A Lj

Enclosure:
Telegram 267, June 11,
from Rio de Janeiro,



JR GRAY
fle dc Janeiro
Dated June 11, 1940
fea'd 11:55 a.m.; 12th.
Szerctary of State,
"Tashington.

FIBE.
257, Junc 11, B A
Hy 2688, Jvne 10, noot.
Preaident Vargas fivst steted in hias lavy Doy
addrces that Tthere sre no lonprr any differmera on thia
_Continents We ars rnited by bonds of clos: golidarity
to nll of the Amerlcnn natione In ideals and aspirations
and in the common inter:zst of cur difensc®. ilc then went
on to azyr: ™ic and oll hwmanity are pasaing through o
histortecl moment of trave reperoussions rosulting frem
rapid und vielent changes in velucs. *'e arc headed for o
futurs SJffcoent from anything we Lave known in thr line of
gooncele, soclgl or politiscal organization and we feel thot
the oll gystems and ontiouated formmulaa hove entered into
dgrlincs It 1s not however the ond of civilizction ca the
prurimicsts and stounch conscrvatives elaim, but thr
el tuous and fruftful beglmilng of & new cra. Vigorous
nigeplcs, ready te Cfnec 1ife, must follow the line of thrir
anpipations instead of wasting time in thr contemplotion of
that




=2= #2067, Junc 11, 8 a.m., frem Rie de Jongiro.

that which 1s btottering ond felling in ruina, It is
thersfe»c nrecssary to inderstond our times cnd remove the
hindranees of drad idecs and sterile idecls". Purther on
he asaid: "Politiecl order ia mo longer made in the shodow
o thr vogar rhotordeal husandtarianisa vhich sought %o
abolish fronticrs cnd ercate on internctionzl asoclety
without charceteristics or friction, united ond fraternal,
enjoylng peacr os o nntvecl ripht and not as o doy to day
epmovrrat, Instcod of this ponorama of belonce and of Juat
dlgtyib. tion of thr worlcts richea ve ave witnessing the
exasperation of natiensliam, strong natlona imposing their
will by the sentinment of netionality and belng suatoined
by thr conviction of thelr om superiority. The era of
impreovidecnt liberalisa, sterilc demapogucry, usclocas
fndividuniim ond the oovers of disorder has peaced.
Politisal denocracy ia being substituted for cconomle
donoet . ay vhere the power, maanating dircetly from thc people
apd ipstitutzd for the defenoe of thelr intercots, orgenizes
{abnore-the oourct of nationsl greatnesa--ond not woys for
privote fortune., Theore is no lenger room for regimecs
[awed on privilege ond class distinetlon; only thosc
rhiel ineorporstr the matlon in the some dutica cnd offcr
tguitable sooinl Justice end opportunitice in thr strugsle
for 1ife oon pumvive”s He continued: "The order ercated

by




=3= 267, June 11, 8 aum., frem Rle dr Janeiro.

br ne sirewactonecs which ore guiding notlons 1a
1mcopnatible with individuclimn, ot lezot when 1€ clashes
7ith the colleetive Interest. It doros not rreegnlze riphts
vhich interfcre with obligations to the nations. Happlly
in Bregil we hove eotobliched = regime wideh is cdequate
for cur neecssitico vithout imitating or cffilisting itaclfl
with any ef the ourrent idcologicas. It i1a = Brosilion
regime of order and proco in secordance with the nature ond
traditione of ocvr people, ezpable of bringing cbout more
rapldly our gencral progress ond of guarontreing the
seourlty of all.”

CAFFERY




June 14, 1840.

Dear Bertie:-

That is a mighty nice letter of
yours of June eleventh and I am grateful to
you for it., I bardly dare lock ahead —
because no event these days goes by precedent
end beciuse no one has the slightest idea
what the world situation will be a momth
from now, let alome next Fovember.

1 am atrictly on a day to day
basie!

My love to Olive,

As ever,



LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Liston, Portugal
June 1{, 1840

My dear Mr. President;

I am not writing thie letter to you as I did the last,
in my role as Minieter to Portugal. I am writing as a fellow
Democrat, an American citizen and a very old friend.

You may remember that last year 1 gpoke to you of my
hope that you would accept a renomination.. I am more than ever
convinced that your acceptance is a public necessity. 1 under-
gtand the feeling you expressed to me and a desire for rest.

I know nhow much I would like to have you as an avallable neigh-
bor in the country whom I could see for more than fifteen
minutes at a time.

Although I started my pollitical career supporting
Theodore Roosevelt for a third term im 1912, I do not think that
ae a general thing a president should remain in office for more
than eight yeare. There 1g a good deal to be sald for limit-
ing the preeidency to four. We mre, however, facing very ex-
ceptional circumetances in which thinge far more valuable than
general rules made for normal gircumastances, Or your conven—

ience or my pleasure, muet be sacrificed.
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The Fresident June 11, 1840

I am firmly convinced that your continuance in the
White House is necessary if we gre to preserve civilization.
Theese are big worde, but they do not exaggerate my belief.
I have known you eince you were a boy of twenty, and whether
I have ggreed with you or not, I know yaur character, and I
know the neede of tne world and of our country. I hope you
will conelder our o0ld friendehip as & eufficlent excuse for
thie intrusion.

I anm,

Yours respectfully,
; . ¥ b=

Herbert Q. Pell.

The President
The White Houge
¥ashington, D.0.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Juns 17, 1840,

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you read the snolosed
and speak to me about 1%?

F. D. R,

Letter toc the Fresident
from Herbert Pell in re possibility
of Spanish or Italian troope enter-
ing Portugal to prevent the landing
of Britisch reinforcements for the
protection of Glbraltar and a demand
for the use of the Arorea,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE }/(_}. ﬁ,!

THE SECRETARY u
June 18, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached letter from Minister
Pell peems to involve naval and posslbly
military action on our part in prevent-
ing the ocoupation of the Azores by
German, Italian, or possibly Bpanish
forces, For practical reasons I do not
ses that there is anything that this

gountry can do, as much as we might

‘Y



/ LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Daur dr.Presiuant;

When I wes in the 'nited Htates in ‘arch you referred
to the Afures.Conuibtions are chunglng rapldly ami Lnerse are
auny aevelogenents cunceivaule.

There is & aistinct possiivility that Gpanlsi or Itsllam,
troops will enter Port.gal to prevent the luanadling of Britisn
reinfurceuents for the protectéon of COibraltar.

They may demund the use of the Arores,

Suech an sttack on Portiugal wuild obviocusly elther
put the Azores cnoer belligerent cuntrul or gabk them Ly AB AR
ingepencent or sewl-inuegendent state liga Iealsand.

In the event .f such an abttaca,shoule we recugnise
aulzoresn guvernusent which coula be saue as depeanuent as Cuba
or & loca. guvernment scting as tr _;.edh.. tie Portug.ase
goveriwent is once gore u [ree at,.uny(:r accept t.@ adberanca
of the islands to the United Stites.What shoula be dope with
o.r. squadron here wnleh co ld easily control the sit atlon?

These things say ha,.en.Alocst sytning is p saibies
npothing is probavle.

'ﬂlm;#lentn aris: we will have to wct guickly.There
are 5 baarines at Vigoe au.*t.narﬂ sy be others wideh 1in con-
gsivable condaitions mignt be hara to aisiouge.l aw incllped to
agvocate a.fira policy ana to avert a.uger L antiei itution.

Coamuuidentions of tids sort are diffieclt by letterjtie
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SPLCHAL ASBIRTANY TO T SECACTARY OF STATL ?’
WASHINGTOMN

June 26, 1940

e —— e

Dear Ceneral:

Here is a letter from Jim Lioffett.
He 1s hard headed and I have much
confidence in his judgment.

What he says might be of some wvalue
to "the boss", If so, please pase it on.

With cordial regerds, I am

Hastily yoursa,

4

.:r;‘a'-ph E. Davies

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House |




J A MoFFETT
130 EART 43 STRCCT

MHow Yors

June 24, 1940

Hy dear Joe:

i ﬁot' from a pretty reliable French source today
that if the President could encourage the French Ambassa-
dor and stiffen him up at this time that it would be very
helpful in the general interest — and is neaded,

I understand that Laval is the prize traitor in
this case, that he 1s a known grafter, and that Count
de Chambrun, who hes now been assigned as Assistont Mili-
r.arLr-tt-achn at the Embassy in Washington, 1s Luval's son-
in-law and that he is no good.

I also note that & man that I knew during the
World War, Henri Beranger, who was the Senator from Guada-
lupe and years later Ambassador to the United States, who
Wis o known grafter, to my knowledge in connection '«it.h
oil matters, during the World War, is one of the chiel ne-
gotlators for peace with Italy.

0f course, Count de St. Quentin is o very high-
type man, o veteran from the World War, but he is probably
in a rather uncertain situation and & good strong talk
would bolster him very materially.

I thought possibly you might get & chance to
piss thls on to the Boss,

Sincarely,

s e a ST

Tne Honorable Joseph E. Davies

Specilal Assistant to the Secretary of State
Department of State

Woshington, D. C.



THE UNDLR SECRETARY OF STATE | A ¥
WASHINGTON !

July 8, 1940

My dear MWr. Presidesnt:

I am sending you a copy of & letter, dated June 28,
whieh I have received today from Frank Gunther and which
I believe will be of interest to you.

Believe me

i 1lly yours

Enclosure:

Copy of letter from
Hr. Gunther, June 28, 1940.

The Preslident
The White House.




EOFY
Legation of the
United States of America
Buchareat, June 26, 1840.
LONPIDENTIAL
Dear Sumner:

I 4id not think that the followlng was either authorltative
or urgent enough to include in my telegram No. 299 of June 25,
11 &.m. Major Ratay, our Hilitaraﬂlttnuhi, hobnobe constantly
with a pretty important group of Germans in Bucharest, both
military and eivil, and, strangely enough, has got the lm-
pression from them that the Germans are 'gruaulnﬁ' the Duke
of Windsor for puppet King of England - Just as Prince Ferdin-
snd, son of the German ex-Crown Prince, is being "groomed" for
mctive successor to Btalln after the expected successful
Rugsien campaign. Prince Louls Ferdinand ls well known to
our Embassy at Berlin, 1s one-quarter Russian, and has & Rus-
sian wife. Major Hatay is quite lmpressed with all the above
end says that the Germans plan to set up falr imitatlone of
Nazl Btates in both England end Ruesia. It appears that
they have no one in view as yet for the White House!

The sbove ie an amezing tale, I admit, but strange things
ean happen, and now that I come to think of it I recall see-
ing in the prese that the Duke of Windsor had sbandoned Nis
military assignment with the French Army and retired to the
Riviera, and subsequently, with the collapsing of the French
Army, hed taken himself off to Madrid. I also recall that
he was always very friendly disposed towards Germany; and
that 1t was often said that the real quarrel with Baldwin
was not only mbout Mrs. Slmpson but over his pro-German
leaninges and proclivitles.

With wermest regards, I am,

Yours moet slncerely,

FRANKLIN MOTT GUNTHER

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Department of State, Washington.
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For your infermation -- no can
make any appolintments until after
electlon.

F. D, R.
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PSF, St Py '

Mr. Masaryk, Crechoslovak Minister to London, is now
in the United States. On his behalf representations have
been made for the purpose of persunding the State Depart-
ment to recognize the so-called Czechoslovek Government
recently formed by Mr.Benes in London, of which Mr. Meparyk
is the appointed Forelgn Secretary. These reprecentations
have not had an encouraging reception, and efforts are
therefore being made for Mr. Masaryk to have a nersonal
interview on the subject with the President.

From such information as iam available, Mr. Masaryk
travels through the United States from time to time
consulting with Czechs and Amerlcan ecltizens of Crech
origin, as well as with such American finaneial, industrial,
and intellectusl leaders toc whom he may gain agcess. In
these telks he does not devote himeelf entirely to dis-
cusgions on Czechoelovakia. He spends much time praleing
the 3oviet Unlon and Soviet foreign policles and endeavor-
ing to persuade his listenere that the poliey of all
democracles towards the Soviet Union should be one more
agreeable to that country. As a result of the activities
of Mr. Masaryk and other Crzech offielale, the guestion
hae been ralsed ms to the extent to which the Soviet
Government has been able to utilize for its oWn
purposes the rather well-organized Crech natlonal move-
zent in this country. In any event there ig a feeling
that Mr. Masaryk's apparent frankness conceals a
dupliclty of purpose and thet he hopes with the prestige
of the name which he bears, which would of course be
lnereased in case he should obtaln offiecial recognition
ap Forelgn Minister of Czechorlovakia, to builld un from
various grn:gl of Czech origin in this country & numerically
and finsncially strong organization which he could
exploit to his own advantage.
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Tl MLRITARY OF FTATE r
\, 1 | ¥ e
. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
W WASHINGTON

\ . el
In reply refer to L A g
PR 811,001 Roosevel t, F.D./e728 September 14, 1940

My dear Miss LeHand;

The American Minieter at San Joeé, Costa Rica,
has forwarded to the Department the enclosed letter
addressed to the Fresident by Preeident Calderén Guardia
of Coeta Rica., The communication was sealed when it was
recelved in the Department and the contents are unknown.

Bincerely yours,

=y e
ok /zéf.-& ALEF Ay
Ohief of Protocol,

Enclosure:
Sealed letter.

M¥iss Marguerlte A. LeHand,
Frivate Becretary to the President,
The White House.



FPaERigE=tE BF L AESFUELICE .

San Josd de Costs Rica
Septeamber 5, 1940

¥y dear Mr. Fresidents

I wns very mich pleased to learn, through your very welcome
letter that was hended to me by your Americen Minister, thet you
1iked the stamp collection commemorating our Hational Alrport
innuguration that I so gladly sent you, You may feel sure that
it ia my sincers desire to sarve you in every wey posaible with
all the dus respect and mdmirstion that I have alwnys held for

FOU o=

Mra, Calderdn Guerdia wants me to remember her reapsctfully
to Mrs. Roossvelt and we both hope for you personsl wellbeing
and prosperity.-

Yary sincersly yours,
|

|

To hia Excellsnoy

The President of the United States,
Mr. Franklin D, Roosevelt.-
Washington, D.C.

U590




PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA .

To his Excellency
The President of the United Stetes

Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Washington D.C.
U.S.A.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Geptember 19, 1940.
Sermie———

NEMORANDUM FOR
UNDER SECHETARY WELLES:

In view of the continued
Prealdence” i.e, laprisonaent, of
Polish Forelgn dlnister Jozef Beck,
don't you think there is something
we can or ought to do to try to get
the dear man out before the Germans
(or the Russians), do to him what
the Ueramans did to the unfortunate
Jew who shot the German at the Cer-
man Elblll{ in Paris, and was subse-
quently dellivered, body and soul,
by the French Governsent to the
German Gestapo a few weoks ago?

F. D. R.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

September 17, 1940.

Uy dear Mr, President:

With regard to my note of September 14, 1940
Minister Gunther at Bucherest telegraphs that he has
been assured by the Polish Asbascador there that the
former Polish Foreign Minister, Jozef Beck, 1s 8till
at the Villa which he ocoupies at Snegor near Buchareat

and 1s very well, j\
el 1y yours, }(’\

The President,
The White House.



w DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

Sentember 14, 1940

My dear Mr. Preslident:

¥With regard to your communication of September 5,
1840 and its enclosure relating to the present posltion
of the former Polish Minister, Jozef Heck, a report has
reached the Department to the effect that Beck has been
able to leave Rumania. A telegram has been sent to the
Legation in Bucharest requesting information regarding
this report. As soon as & reply can be recelved I shall
ipmmediately inform

alt

ully :m;rs.}‘\‘
Ernclosure:

Letter from Ambassader
Biddle, August 20, 1940.

The Presldent,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

L‘}é"p
gseptecber B, 1§40,

MEMODRANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETAFY OF STATE

What oan you do about thias?
1 think we should not let the whole
thing remain in cold atorage where
it is at the present time.

F. D. R.

Bt
Lettar from "Tomy", Dept, of Stata, Washington,
U, C., B/20/40 to the Prealdent, stating that
*T pagret that when 1 had the honor and pleasure
of dinging with you the other night, 1 did not
have the occaslon to speak to vou of the nlight
of farsar Pallish Ministar Jozef Beck, now living
in » stats of i{ntarnment in Bucharsst®. The
writer asks 1f it would ba poasible for Mr, Beck
to come to the U,8.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
August 20, 1940.

My dear Mr. President:

I regret that when I had the honor and pleasure
of dining with you the other night, I 4id not have
the oceasion to speak to you of the plight of former
Polish Minister Jogef Beck, now living in a state of
internment in Bucharest.

There was a period, during the past year when
the present Polish Government harbored 11l feeling
towards the interned former Governmment. By the end of
May, however, this antagonism had given way to a
gerious concern for thelr welfare.

Prime Minister General Sikorski, as well as
Foreign Minister Zaleski, informed me that due to
their wo over the security of the members of the
former regime, they had instructed thelr Special
Representative on Refugee Problems in Rumania, former
Undersecretary of State for Fore Affairs, Minister
Arciszewski, to make, in their behalf, a formal
request of the Ruman{an Government, to release Minister
Beck and his associstes; Minister Areiszewskl was
furthermore inatructed to provide means for their
evacuation.

Minister Arciszewski in turn told me that in
receiving the foregoing instructions he had been told
that the French Government was willing that certain of
the former regime might evacuate into Algeria; others
were to g0 to Egypt and Turkey. Beck was to go to Turkey.

Forelgn Minister Zaleski subsequently informed me
that in response to Arciszewski's formal request
Runenian Foreign Minister, Gafencu had told him that while
due to German pressure, it would be difficult to release
the members of the former regime at thaet moment, he
would

The President
The White House



would give his solemn assurances that he peracnally
would see to it that Beck and his smssocciates would be
free to evacuate when and as & real threat to thelr
gecurity became imminent. General Sikorskl and Forelgm
Minister Zmleskl were disappointed in the REumanlan
povernment's reply, since reports at that time indieated
an imminent threat to Fumanian territory both by Germany
and Pulgaria, as well as Russia.

Since giving his sssurances to Minister Aroiszewski,
Gafenon was replaged as Forelgn Minister, and as the
already unhappy situation in Rumania becomes more
endangered, 80 the position of Beck becomes more pre-
carious, Just before my departure from Lisbon, the
former Counselor of the British Embasay in Home imparted
to me that he had received information through confidential
ehannels, that Beok's position was growing rapldly worse.

Havil in mind the State Department's oable of inguiry
to me as ol the latter part of April, confidential
indieating your humanitarian interest in Beck's welfare,
I have t n this ocecasion to write you the above
information.

Should it be possible for any formula to be worked
out whereby Beck could be brought to the United States,
I purannnliy would be glad to consribute my finaneial
support and efforts towards preclufing the possibility
of his becoming a burden on the community. I have in
mind creating a chair of Contemporary History in some
University for which I sincerely believe he is well gqualified.

I cannot tell you how much Margaret and I enjoyed
your delightful hoapitality., It was wonderful to be with
you &again and we enjoyed every mimute of our time.with you.

With every good wish, I am

Yours faithfully,

Ty



Ootober 1, 1940.

Dear Boas:~-

Thank you ever so much for your nice
letter of September twentleth, and espeoclally
nlmtduhmrumumum“l-
ing covers which have Just arrived. They are
a real addition to my ocolleotion and I am
delighted to have theam.

I hope all goes well with you and
this note takes to you my very best wishes.

Always sinoerely,



Quito, Ecuador, Beptember 20,1940
My dear Mr, Presldent:

What battles pre raging the world over--and the
straln of the dally deolslons you have to make, only
the stoutest heart could uuthur,r You have my slncerest
admiration in all you are trying to accomplieh,

Thies small country is a listening post, and one
which may be of speclal importance in the coming monthas.
BEDTA (Lufthanea) is etlll golng strong with a
monopoly on the handling of alr mall within Ecuador.

"State" authorized me on August 30 to take steps
calculated to change thls eltuation and negotiations
may give Ecusdor speclal lmportance for some time to
come, hence my bellef that I better stlck to my Job
and not return for the campaign thle year.

The bundle of covers, with stamps, that go forward
in the sea pouch, will 1llustrate how the Oermans work.
Each letter they transport has BEDTA printed acrose the
Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,

President of The United Statee

faoe

of Amerilca,
Washington, D. C.



-
face of the stamp., A liet of the contents of the package
ie enclosed; sorry the variety 1s go limited,

Hoping that your health 1s excellent, I remain, with

warmeet personal regarde,
Very 11%111 ure,
[v]

Enclosure; '

l. List of covers, as noted,




LIST OF COVERS

24 covers from Ecuador,

43 covers from Eouador with "SEDTA" atamps,
4 covers from Chile.

covers from Venezuela.

covers from Peru.

covere from Colombla.

covers from Nlocaragua.

covers from Guatemala,

A4 @@ @™ W &

covers from Costa Rloa.
32 covers from Mexloco,
In addition to the sabove I am sending one cover each
from Uruguay, Bolivia, El Salvador and Panama.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

\ u K}i
October 4, 1940 j:'\{, A o Lf /
ol -\

My dear Mr. Presldent:

I am enclosing herewith a telegram Just recelved
from Achassador Weddell regarding the message you
gent to General Franco with regard to Mr. Paderewskl.

The nature of this messeage sesms to me toO
indicate thet the decleion we remched thls morning
with regard to Red Croes rellef to civillane in Spain
might be productive of good reeults.

Bellieve me
ithfully yown,}/\
Enclosure}
From Madrid, No. 630,
October 3, iﬂiﬁ, g p.m.

The President,
The White House.
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Thie trlegram must be Modrid

closely paraphrased be—

fore bring semmunicated Dated October 3, 1840

to any one, (Br)
Ree'd 11:30 p.m.

Secretary of Btate,
Weshington.

530, October 3, 8 p.m.

Department's 241, October 3, 7 p.m.

1 sow Minieter for Foreign Affeirs this morning
and geve him the President's orssage for transnission
to General Franco whom he was to mert within a few
pinutes, The Seoretary Generel of the Forelgn Office
(*) orders were being given thet lr, Paderewski's
transit to Portugal be at once facilitated, The Secre-
tary Generol added that the Minlpter wighed to gee me
at € o'olock, I amve just returned from thie visit,
The Forelgn lidnister said that ne had been charged DY
the Caudillo to transmit pereonal grectlings to the
Preoldent and %o say with how much pleasure he had given
ordere in the sense desired, The Foreign Minlster added
thaat for his own part he hoped that Mr, Paderewskl would
proceed immediotely to Portugal since there were L]
many complicationa®,

WEDDELL

ELP
¥Bi Bubjeot to correction.



AMBASSADEUR DE POLOGNE i
LA

October 4th, 194@

i_-1
- — e . -TI

i

Dear Miss LeHand,

On my return yesterday from Louisville,
Kentucky, I found your very kind message
concerning the President's answer to my
letter addressed to you on behalf of Nr.
Paderewski who was detained in Saragossa,
Spain.

May I express my deepest gratitude to
the President for the interest he has shown
for our great patriot and pianist, Mr. Pade-
rewski, who is aectually on his way to the
United States.

I would be very grateful to you, dear
Miss LeHand, if I eould express personally
to the President my thanks in the nearest
future.

With kindest regards,

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
Private Secretary to the President,

The White House.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

_Dnhbu_::_ﬂ_. _]._Qul.i

My dear Mr. President:

1 am tranemitting herewith a telegram sent from
Bucharest by Frank Gunther under date of October 7
with regard to Colonel Beck. Is there anything further
that you wish me to telegraph Gunther in this regard?

Belleve me
Falthfully yours,
Enc.
Telegram 581,
Bucharest.

The Fresident,
The White House.



HR

This telegran must be Bucharest

cloecly paraphrased De-

fore beilng communicated Deted Ootober 7; 1840

to any one, (BO)
Rec'd 7:40 a,m., Bth,

Scorctary of Sgate,
Washington,

581, Octobrxr 7, 8 p.m.

—SERFSTE—AATRERARATAL- FOR UNDER SECRETARY WELLES
PERSONALLY,

Your 331, Beptember 30, 7 P.3.

A favoratlec cpportunity came today when General
Antonescu game to see me, I delivered your mEBBARE. He
gays to have nu fear but that Colonel Beck will be
guccessfully protected, He has recently sent Colonel
Riosdnu, Under Sccretary of the Interior, whom I know
quite well,pereorally, to see Beck and the General
agsured me that he has arranged that Eeck's wishes be
granted: (1) that he be permitted to Tow on the lake;
{2) that he or cllowed to take walke in the forest, The
General added that he could not grant the other request
for permission to coue Irequently to Bucharest, He will
allow him to have any dootors or dentists whom he wishes
4o consult come here to the Snagov Villa, Apparently
there 48 no further complaint about bed bugs. I reported
in my despatch muzber 1548, August 30, that I had

endeavored



HR -2- #6581, Ootober 7, 8 p.m, from Bucharest,

endeavored to have Brok's wishes as above granted
through ex-Premler Glgurtu but met with & cold reception,
The General informed me confidentially that a
recent attempt had been made to abduct and escape with
Beck to Istanbul, I remarked that that seemed a pity as
in that case Beck would not be free and be no longer
responsible, He replied that that could not be as the
Rumanian Government hed given a solemn undertaking to
the Germen Government not to let Beck escape. 1 countered
by cbeerving that what was frared was that Hitler wos
reserving Beck for some particularly fiendish form of
guffering later on such as he meted out to Schussnige,
He replied thot he did not think eo, that he personally
would do everything in his power to proteot him and
tha* in any cese rot the faintest suggestion had been
made by the Germans as yet that they would ever want

Beock turncd over to thea,

GUNTHER
TFY



COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

COORDINATOR OF COMMERCIAL AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS

STATE DEPANTMENT BUILDNSNG
WABHINGTON, D, €. l;"

October 9, 1940

My dear Mr. Presldent:

VWhen my wife received my letter
telling her of our talk of last Thursday, she
wired me,

"0f course, I will come since

the President has requested it.

Phone me tonight."

So I am staying and everything is

all right. Thank you so much for your inter-

eat.
Sinceraly yours,
ll Cloygbon.
____________._
The Honorable

The President of the United States,
The White House.



—

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 1%
WASHINGTOMN

Ootober 21, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

In the pressure of business which you are under
during these days, telegrams Nos. 621 and 623 of Ooto-
ber 18 from our Legation in Bucharest may not have been
brought to your personal attention. I am consequently
enclosing coplee herewith since I belleve No. 623 may
be of interest to you. The rumor contained therein
seems tco fantastio to be poseible, but I am neverthe-
less bringing 1t to your attention for what it may be
worth.

Belleve me

al ully yours,

Encs.
Telegrams 621 and
623, Bucharest.

The Presldent,
The White House.
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A portion of thia tele=

grom tmast be closely Bucharecst

naraphvased before belng

aoczmnieated to anyoncs Dated Ootober 18, 1940

{vr)
Ree*d 9:06 o.nm,, 18th,
Beoretary of State,

Yachington,

621, Cctober 18, noon,
e et e

A highly authopltative souress vhom I have quoted
to ryou befose (aee ny 236, liay 23, 1 peols and meevious)
hao nnde fntereoting atabesenta So the Hilitory Attoche
to the followr (#)

{GRAY) The Cer—an Joress arrlving in Rrewmnla are
not troops of oocunction, The rmisoion of thesc troops
1a: (one) protestion of the oll fields agnlast sabotage
and possible Britiush boubing rotday (two) lnsurance of
tnteracl order azulnat troubles arlaing from the pellitlend
gituntion and styengthening the authority of General
Antoneseny (three) thorough instructlen ond training of
2 w01l vell=gquipped Rvuonian arny in nodern wadfore,
(E¥D> CRAY)

There 1o ot present in the oll ficld area ong=thisd
of an alr rrgloomt vith the peglaental headquarters abd
ahout thi;rty pupsult plangs, Tht other two-thirde of the
resluent are being held in resdiness In Vienno and 1411

arrive




LaR-2- 621, Ootober 18, noon from Buchareat,

apvive in Ruwscnin only in oasg of (#), A opeclal flre=
rfighting detnolment with experlenee in RottErdan 1o
there already ond has deoionstrated recently 1ts effi~
signey in extinguiching of the firea of the three oll
wells. One anti-airoraft reginent conslating of tvo
1ight and one heavy battollona is cpriving nov in the
oil firld area, No other alr forec units except snll
Actachients for tnatrustionsl purposes +111l be sent to
Runonine

(GRAY) The Geroan armsy @111l Jwenlch nechanlzed and
notorized units, the total strength of vhich will be
gquivalent to that of o mixed reenforceient nodern
Alvigion, This 1111 not be o tactieal diviaslenal unit
wut srgenized into detasiniente for instrustisnol pUrpooEd.
Az yet there are in Rusnnis only Seadquortors detnohrenta,
Mye =ovesent of nll units into Rwianin ia cxpeatEl to bE
gorpleted in the next tvo or Ghree wEEkD .

A Gersnn noval mioolon will not be sent to Ruaonlo,
Ttoly =111 not particlpate In any of theae operations In
Ru-anla,.

In Vienna there are ot preagnt 400 transpart planea
held in resdincas fer the transport of speolsl troops bo
any part of the Balkangs

Far two weeka prior to the abdicatlon of King Caral
o motorized eorps were held in readiness near Vienon
for an invaslon of Ruanine (END GRAY)

Within
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LAR=3~ 621, Cotobsr 18, noon from Bushorests

Within the next fev days Hitler 2111 undertoke
gontething which 111 aignolize the beginning of the
"eroonatruction” of Ewrcpe. It will be secn that thore
will be no "foalne", Englond 1o "igolated" ond oo ore
Britich forees in the Hediterranean, It will be aem
thet plangs are sonplete for a long wvar 1f NECESIAPY.
Underatandings v1lth ilosoor ore exsellent and fap-
reachinga

(ORAY) Please smrmnlente to the Wor Departient,

CUNTHER

A




ISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS

Froa: = (L,

Nomber: (2 3 Dated: (De1 17, L ao
Gods:  SC4C ™ '
Caption:

This telegram has been distributed to:

ESY

Fleage advise the Divieion of Com-
sunications and Recorda {f further dis-
tribution should be made.




IR
This telegrnm muat be

elostly poraphrosed be- Bucharest
fore being communicoted
to onyone. (3C) (C) Dated October 18, 1940

Rea'd 5:45 Dalley 19th.
Brerctary of Stote,
Woshington.

623, October 18, neoon.

CONFIDENTIAL FOR UNODER SECUETARY WELLES.

As hoving ¢ possible bearing upon the coulng announce-
ment referred to in the last paragraph of my 621, October 18,
§ fefte; I have recently hecrd, though I tcke it with o
lorge groin of salt, thot Hitler may before our rlections
publicly reverse his poliey of onti-3emitisn. Sone color ls
l1gt to this by Sermon ndviee here which I onm reliably
tnforned hos recently been to go more slowly on antl-

Semitic mEQSUrESs

GUNTHER



: ’ LEGATION OF THE
JAJ 9 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
? } Lisbon, November 2, 1840

My dear Mr. Fresident:

1 received your very nice letter and telegram on
my return from Seitzerland wuere we had quite a bad motor
accident. Olive cut her shins and collected the finest
ghiner you have ever geen. Joon L., Sullivan would uave
peen proud to have given it to her. Uy knee was badly
twigted and my wrist eprenined, and we were botn very much
gnaken. The wnole trip wae a curious Odyssey, tne chronicle
of wnich at a lege buey time would interest and amuse you.

From all I can gather here and from all the letters
1 recelve, your reelection eeems certain. I want to take
the occasion to comgratulate the country and you, and per-
haps to feel that the expression of my hope that you would
run again had something to do with your decieslon. I know
the smcrifice you are making, and 1 am grateful for 1it.

in ccoupled France, which I went through in a series
of taxis, and in Switeerland, your reelection was hopel for
as the only poesible salwation of the world. The leading
Italiane and apparently the Germans hope to see the last

of you. 1 am more than ever convinced that the apiritual




LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

—g=

changes which you have inepired, and the alteration in
accepted values which you have directed, have teen the
minimum poseible, if we have gny hope of saving our
inetitutione for our children.

1 hope to be back in the winter, and that I shall
be able t0 see you for something more than a fifteen-minute
discusesion.

1 ehould be grateful if you would send word to the
Vanderbilt House Museum at Hyde Park, suggesting that they
gshould accept a motor car which I offered them. It is a
Yinerva built in 1928 at a cost of over $10,000, and was
in ite time, considered the best touring car in Europe. It
would fit into such a social museum very well. I would
rather have it there than at the Selmont House in Newport.

I must again tell you how proud 1 am to have been
asgociated even in a humble way with your administration.
Olive sende her love.

1 anm,
Regpectfully,
wtir Y

Herbtert Fell,
American iinister.

The Presldent
The White House
Washington, D. C.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

Hovember 16, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

At the request of the Ambassador of Peru, I am
enclosing & copy of & communicatlon that hae been
recelved from him providing the text of a resolutlon
passed by the Peruvian House of Representatives,
indioating the gratification of that body on the
cocasion of your reelection. There is alsc enclosed
a copy of the note egent to the Ambapsador of Feru
requesting, on your behalf, that he transmit an ex-
pression of your appreciation to the Peruvian House
of Representatives.

Feiffaful youre,

Enclosureai

1. From the Ambassador of
Peru, November 12, 1940.
2. To the Ambassador of Peru.

The President,
The White Houee.






PERUVIAN B Hasay
WaslinGTN B G H

Novesber 1Bth, 1940.

Your Exeellenoy,

The House of lepresentetives In Peru has approved
the following resolution;

“The Peruvlen Nouse of Hepresentetives wishes to
declere agaln ivs falth in derocrntde institutions and to
cxpress its gretificetlos et the re-cleetion of Fresldent
Franklln D. Eoosevelt, whereby the calety of the Americas
and Continentsl solidarity hove been assured.”

Actlag under instrustions from sy Covermment, I

¥enture to request that Your Excellency be so good as to have

the temms of this Resolutiocn tress=itted to the Fresident of the |

United Stetes.
Flease accept, Your Excellency, the renswed L2

of my higheat conaldcorstion.
{;j;f-- e = ='{f,ﬁo:(-‘: @-’
Hin Excellency
Cordell Hull

Seeretery of Gtate,
Washing




November 18, 1940

izesllenay!

1 have the hemer to ssknewleige the recelpt of
Your Exesllensy's comsunieation of Novesber 12, 1940
m-um-unn-n-u-dm--u
mum-tr_-mu-nu-ummluu-
of Pranklin D. Recsevelt as Precident of She United itates.

In response %o Tour Exeellensy's request, I have
informed the Presideat of Shis resslution. It 1 nov wy
privilege to request, on bDebalf of the President, thail
Tour txesllensy transmit So your Gevernment, for delivery
te the Peruvian House of Representatives, the alnoere
expression of sppreciation of the Fresideat for She
genercus and gretifying message of that distingulshed bedy.

Asoept, Exesllenay, She remeveld assursnses of oy

highest considerstien.

His Exeellenay
gofier Dom Manuel de Freyre y Sdatsnder,
Asbassader of Ferd.

811.00/778



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

November 22, 1940

My desar Mr. Presidsnt:

At the request of the Ambassador of Peru, I am
enclosing a copy of a communisation that has been received
from him providing tht_E:EE_E; a rllﬂlutEEELPltllﬂ by the
Peruvian Senate, indicating the gratification of that body
on the oocoaslon of your reelectlon. There ls alsc en-
elosed a copy of the note eent to the Ambassador of Peru
requeating, on your behalf, that he transmit an expression
of your appreclatloh to the Peruvian Benate.

th yours,

Enclosures:
1. From the Ambassador of

Peru, November 1€, 1940.
2. To the Amzbassador of Peru.

The President,
The White House.
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FEROY AN EMHAUAT
WASLINGTOR, B &

sovember 1dth, 1940.

Tour Exocllenel,

r Governsent hns directed we Lo asgualnt Tour
Exellency with tha following Resolutloa paaned by the Perurlan Jebate,
on lovesber 7th, 1940, with the request that you kinlly have it
tranaxitted to the Fresident of the Unlted States.

#The Jenste of Feru wlashes Lo expread 1te gratification
at the re-election of fls Exoollency Frankiin D. Eoosevalt as
srasident of the United States. ihe ple of the United 3iates
Laye thus gonmtrituted to locure the integrity of thia continent,
and to foster a rriendly uinlundim-nni:nnur Hations, %0
that they say realize thelr co=mson idesls pegordanoe with
desgeretic prinsiples.”

Fleane nooapt, Your Exceéllsnoy, the ronvwed AADUFrBNOSS

of my higheat gonalleratlon. |

ﬂ.?ft.. e ,,-.1.. ‘?r /. @.’ J

His Exoellency
Cordsll Hull,
gsoretary of SCiate,
Weahington.




November .

ixsellenayi

1 bave the homor te sskmovledge the reoeipt of
Tour Fxesllenay's cossunleation of Novesber 16, 1940
iaferning me of the frieadly resslution of ths Peruvian
Gemate on the coocaslom of the reslestion of Frasklis D.
Rossevelt as President of the United States.

I hawe informed the Prescident of Whals reselution,
®s Your Frveellenay requested. On behalf of the Fresident,
may 1 request Your Exsellensy to bave deliversd %o the
Feruvisa Semate the Presideat's desp appreciation %o that
eminent assesbly for thelr very kiad and beertealng
mersage.

Assept, Exeellemay, the remeved assurances of ay

highest esonsideration.

Bumner wa11..

His Exeell emay
Seflor Don Memwel de Freyre y Santander,
Azbassador of PFera.

8l.o001 Roosewsly, v, . /8787



LJ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE =% o
|\ WASHINGTOMN

November 28, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

Mr. John Pelényl, the Hungarian Minister, hae re-
signed his post and his resignstion has been accepted
by his Government. He has told me that he could no
longer continue to represent Hungary in view of Hungarlan
participation in the Axls agreemente.

As you know, he is married to an American and hle
sympathies have always been wholeheartedly with the demo-
gratic powers. In view of these clroumstances I wonder
if you would not agree to receive him for a few minutes
pefore the end of the week, He is coming into the Depart-
ment today to take his offlcial leave and I know he will
greatly value the privilege of having a chance tc say
goodbye to you ﬁarnuunlly.

Will you let me know if this will be possible?

Belleve me

alt 1y yours,

The Presldent
The White House.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

December 9, 1940

My dear Mr. Prealdent:

I enclose for your information a copy of a letter
of November B, 1940 received from Senator Romualdo
Silve Cortes of Chile, in which he sent you a "message
of sdmiration and salutations”. A copy of my reply,
in which I thanked Senator Silve on your behalf, ia
also enclosed.

Falthfull ours,

Enclosures:

1. From Senator Silva,
Hovember B, 1940.

2. To Senator Silva.

The President,
The White House.






HEFUELICA DE CHILE
SENADO

Santiage, Chile, november the B8th, 1940.

Dear Excellency,

Allow me to tell you that I congratulate you very
much for the triumph and great success so happy in the
elestoral presidential campalign 1n Tnited States.

I hope very much in favour of the ideals of juat
Juridical democracy in America.

Perhaps you remember when you came to Chile and
attended you and I spoke in the speclal meeting of
our Senate in your honour.

My wife and I send to Kras. Cordell Eull and to
you our more respectful and kind salutations.

Flease to present alsc our respectful message
of edmiration end salutetions to H.E. the Fresident
and Mras. Roosevelt.

I am, always,
Yours slncerely,
ROMUALDO SILVA CORTES

Chilean Senator

To
H.E.
¥Mr. Cordell Hull,

Secretary of State
) Weashington.
U.8.4.



DEC 7 - 1940

iy dear Senator Silvag

Hmmhﬂﬂmhaﬂnmm
message of Novesber 8. I was very pleased to hear frem
Jou sgeln. You may be sure that I remember well the
spocial mceting which you and your distinguished collesgues
ﬂmmz.m;muh.unmtmuqﬂ-nu
m,ﬂlmilﬂﬂ;hmr-klﬂ
made on that occasion,

Mmm.!“mm-!w
to the Fresident and Mras, Hoosevelt and 1t is my privilege
hmm—mummm-mmh-—u-
catlon. Flease sccept my omn sincere thanks for the
sentiments expressed in your letter.

Ere. Hull jolns with me in sending very best wishes
to Seflors de Silva and you.

k:FZA)MmfiuﬂJ

His Fxcelleney
Senator Ne-ualdo Silva cortes, |
“antiage, Chile. Ve



December 10, 1940.

The memorandum here attached,
prepared by an officer of the Depart-
ment of State on his own initiative
and by way of setting forth his own
thouzht on the subject, contains &
discussicn of the importance of
Singepore (as a strategic point within
an important area) in relation to
the problem of the defense of the
Sritish 1sles and in relation to the
interests of the United States. It
deals only with that subject and not
with the related question of what
should be the polioy or the strategy
of the United States in view of facts
and the line of reasoning to which 1t
gells attention., (Its author has made
suggestions regarding strategy and
teotics in other meroranda.) This
memorandum has been written as a
contribution toward bringing into
perspective the intimate sonnection
between the problem of defending the
fritish Isles and that of preventing
ascquisition by Japen of gontrcl over
the areas and the tranaportation
routes wnich can be dominated from
Singapore.
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December 4, 1540

The importance of Singapore to the defense of
the British Isles and the Britleh Emplre and
to _the intereste of the United States.

l. The importance of Singapore to the lmmediate
defense of the British Islee lies in ite command of the

means of access to the raw materials and man power of
Maiaya, the Dutch East Indles and Indla. While the
British Isles could doubtless do without direct access
to these materials and to this man power, the effect of
such a loss upon the economliec and financlial resources of
the British Empire--a vital factor in the defense of the
British Isles--would be conslderable. Such a loss by
serlously weakening our own economy (rubber, tin, Jute,
guinine, vegetable olls, tungsten, antimony, mica are
among the supplies that might be lost to us) would ad-
versely affect the extent of ocur economic ald to the
British Ieles.

2. Furthermore, the British Islea caanot maintain
a defensive position indefinitely. However strong
defeneively, they must in time succumt unless an offensive
can succegefully be launched againet Germany. It ls from

this
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this point of view that 8ingapore assumes ite most ingor-
tent role in th; defense of the British Ieles; 1.e., the
long-tern defense of the Isles. The Eastern Mediterranean
is an area of major impoitance from point of view of
ultimate offensive action agalnst Germany. The signifi-
cance of Singpore Lo the defense of the Britigh posltion
in the Near East lies in its control of the only remaining
effective lines of communication for the Bupply of materials
and troops to this area. If the Japanese were based on
Slngapore 1t would seem that they could not only control
Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies but the Indian
Ocean as well. (Bee attached summary of dlstances from
Singapore to various points.) Troop reinforcements for
the British forces in the Near East come from Australila,
New Zealand, India, Burma, South Africa and/or the British
Islee. Supplies for these forces come from some or all of
the foregolng areas and/or from among the following: Malaya,
the Netherlande East Indies, and the Western Hemlsphere.
As Britleh naval power cannot assure uninterrupted passage
of the Mediterranean by British transports or by Britisgh
merchant vessels (even though the somewhat doubtful as-
sumpilon be made that the Axis powere will at no time
during
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during the war be able to close the Straits of Gibraltar),
the only effective means of mocesc to the Near East from
the mreas named above ls via the Indian Ocean to the Gul?f
of Aden and the Red 3ea. Consequently, loes by the
Britlsh of control over the Indian Ocean as a result of

& Japanese occupation of Singapore would tend to cut off
the Britleh forces in the Near East from sources of supply
and of reinforcement. As Bingapore clearly commands the
Netherlande Eaet Indles and Malaya, no exposition 1s
needed to demonstrate that the fall of Singapore to Japan
would isolate the British in the Near Esst from access to
these reglons. A8 to Australia and New Zealand, the fact
that Singapore does not control the esstern, northern or
southern approaches to these territories is not relevant
to the questlon under dlscusslion. To reach the Near East,
the route from Australis and Kew Zealand eastward via

the Panema Canal or westward by a route south of the
Indlan Coean around the Cape of Good Hope must in either
event traverse the Mediterranean, entering it at Gibraltar.
Unless safe passage of the Medlterranean can be counted
on=--which 1t cannot be--resort to this route would not

insure passage of necessary supplies of materials or men
to



Eaas |

to the Britlah in the Near Eaet. The point 1s that
Australia and New Zealand would not be able to send men

or supplies to Port Sald and ad)ecent areae without
serious threat of interruption if British control over

the Indian Ocean nra.to be loset. The same thing 1is

true with respeect to men and supplies from South Africa
end from the British Isles, and with respect to supplies
from the Western Hemlephere. In the case of India and
Burma, the loss of Bingapore to Jespan would affect the
avallability to the British Near Eastern forces of supplies
of troops from theee countries in two wayse: firset, through
loge of control of the Indien Ocean the only sure route

to Port 8Sald would be loet or seriously impalred; eeoond,
the threat of a Japanese attack on Indla and Burmma (by

gea or via French Indochina and Thalland) would certainly
tend to make the Indian and Burmese nationallsts inslst
upon retaining more of their own supplies and men for thelr
own defense. Ceseation of econcmic and military assletance
from Indls would in particular seriously weaken the Britlsh
Near Eastern forces, #!nce Indla le Scday the primary
arsenal for these forces and an important source of thelr
man power. Cut off from regular supplies and frum adequate

reinforcements



o —

T e

=i 3

reinforcements, the Eritish forces in the Neer East would
be seriously threatened. Like the Hritisk Isles, they
would be on the defensive; prospect of successful offen-
sive--s0 vital to the Eritish cause--would be greatly
diminished or lost.

3. 'The importance of the Eastern Mediterranean area
from point of view of ultimate offensive sotion against
Germany lies in the fact that through successful opera-
tions in that area Itely may be weakened and eventually
destroyed, & foothold cen be melntained in Greece or at
least in Turkey for an invasion of the Balkens and an
eventusl asseult upon Germeny via disaffected Austria,
Russia may fear to come to terms with Jermeny on the
basis of spheres of influence, Italy can be driven out
of Libya and contact be reestablished between Eritish
forces and the Freneh in North Africa. As a result of
guoh contaot, Moroooo migzht become available for the land=-
ing of Gritish Empire forces. Even localized British
offensive successes would tend to encourage a spirit of
resistance in the cocupled countries. On the other hand,
were Britain to be orushed in the Zastern Medlterranean,
Italy would be able to avoid many of the effects of the

blookade and by victories could strengthen its own waalk
morale,
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morale, the possibility of using the poteatially strong
French forees in Horth Africa mnd in Syria would be
lost, any possibility of & Balkan offensive against
Germany would disappear, Germany would gein ecoess to
the oil of the Near East, the occcupied countries would
lose all incentive to the meintenance of a spirit of
resistance and any differences between Russia and Ger-
many would be of slight consequence to the Eritish
cause--indeed the prospect of et least a temporary
Russian-German acoommodation on the basis of spheres
of influsnce would be inoreased, thus postponing any
acute Hussian-German dirfferences.

4+ It muat also be remembered that one of Britain's
nljor weapons against Germany is the blockede. The
rezione of the Indien Ocean and of the Pacific eestward
and southward and northward from Singepore are vast
reservolrs of supplies. While Great Eritain controls
those reserveirs, nct only oan the EBEritish Isles draw cn
those reservoirs but Germany ocan be kept in large measure
from drawing on them. 8Should Great Eritain lose that

control
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control, not only would the British Isles be deprived of
those suppliees but those suppliee would in substantial
measure be made avallable to Germany vla the Persian Gulf
and the Casplan and via Vladivostok. (In the event that
loss of Singapore resulted in the defeat of the British in
the Near East--by having contributed tc such defeat--these
supplies ocould be made directly available to Germany and
all effectiveness of the strategy of the blockade would be
lost. In any event, loses of Singapore would permit Itasllan
East Africa--now crippled by the blockade--to recelve full
supplies.)---In brief, were Singapore to be taken by Japan,
Great Britain's tasks, both of defending the British Isles
and of winning the war, would be rendered vastly more
difficult and her chances of survival be greatly diminished.
5. B8ingapore is important from point of view of more
obviously direct intereets of the United States. Were
Singapore to fall, the blockade of China (except for the
inadequate and unreliable northwest route from Russla) could
be made complete and the defeat of China by Japan would be
facilitated. The control over the natural resources of
the South Seas area which Japan would acquire if it took
Blngapore
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S8ingapore hae already been mentioned. OQur own poeition
in the Phllippines--a far more valuable possessicn both
economlieelly and strutegically than ie usually recognized—-
would, of course, be strategically prejudiced.

It 18 in its effect upon Chlna's resistance, how-
ever, that the fall of Singapore to Jgpan would most
conclusively affect (mdversely) our direct interests (as
well as those of Great Britain). Were China to succoumb,
we would be less able than now to proteet our lnterests
in the Far Esst. Our policy of the passt three yearg of
glving support to China would have falled and, indeed,
our historie Far Edastern polley would in itself be
geriously compromised. lot the least of the dlsastrous
results of Chinu's defeat would be a serious drop, as a
result of such a blow to our prestige, in our popular
morale and in the morale of the peoples of South America.
The only remalning counter welght in the Far East to
Japan would be Russia. With the collapse of China, Japan
would be master in Asla and the Bouth Seas and would be
able to draw freely upon China's natural rescurces and
man power. The security of Australia and llew Zealand=--
to both of 'lh.‘tlnh we are tound by lnereasingly strong ties--

would
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would be endangered. In addition, Japan's access to the
great economic resources of India would be definitely
faciliteted and Japanese political influence in India
would inorease. The increase in Japan's strength
vig-a-vie the United States which would result from these
various developments would be notable, and Japan's abllity
to challenge cur economic (and before long our politieal)
position in Central and South America would be vastly in-
ereased. At the same time our general diplomatic and
strategic position would be correspondingly impaired and
our economle position would be cone!derably weakened=-by
our loss of the Chinese, Indian and South Seas markets
for our exportes (and by our loss of much of the Japanese
market for our goods, as Japan would become more and more
self-pufficient) as well as by inevitable restrictlions
upon our access to the rubber, tin, jute and other vital
materiales of the Aslan and Oceanic regions.

6. It has been suggested that Japan would be only
too glad to sell to the British and to us the producte of
the region, and that in fact, therefore, our (and the
British) economic situation would not be adversely affected.
The fate cf Britlsh and American trade in Manchurla and in

North
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North China is persuasive evidence that our (and Britiash)
export trade would eertainly suffer. Whether Japen's
abllity to dictate the terms upon which we gould acquire
rubber, tin end other producte would also prove harmful
to us in times of peace need noi oconcern us. The present
end the immediate futures are times of war, and in the
war that 1e raglng not only is Japan an open if nonbel-
ligerent partner of Germany and Italy but the United
States 1s openly alding Great Britain and China. Japan
has made her cholce; her future depends on Germany's
winning (Great Britain's belng defeated). Japan cannot
rest content with “driving Britaln out of the Orlent¥---
for, unless the British Empire 1s orushed, Britasin will
not remaln gut of the Orient. Japan must, thersfore,
ald Germany in the latter's attempt t destroy the British
Empire, and toward this end Japan must ald Germany's at-
tempts to hamstring the British in their operations of
reslgtance. Consequently, were Japan to acquire control
of Bingapore (i.e. oontrol of the vast natural resources
of Aela and the South Seas) she ocould not be expected
freely to eell to the British or to us--Sritain's gEreatest
armorer and supplier--our severally and jointly expanding

reguirements
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requirements of ihe strategic materials of *he Orient.
(Wnat she would sell while the war lasts would be
limited: sehe would sell only for the purpose of ao-
quiring foreign exchange.)



=

el . Distances from Singapore to Yarious points, in etatute

mlles by Great Cirecle measurement g--

West coast of Ceylon - 1700 miles.

(Note: If Singapore could not be defended, certainly
Ceylon could not be-=-from Colombo to the mouth of

the Gulf of Aden it is 2000 miles and from Colombo

to the northwestern tip of Sumatra it is 1100 miles.
Furthermore, Italian East Africa wouli be avallable
for minor bases, thus permitting the dlstances fiom
Colombo to the coast of Italian East Afriea--=2000
miles at the mouth of the Gulf of Aden; 2700 miles

at the rrontier between Keaya and Italian East Africa=-
to be halved. Eases at Singapore, Sumatra, Colcabo
and Itellan East Africa would give Japan control of
the Indian Ocean with consequent abllity to blockade
Inﬁin}md to cut all communications tc the Gulf of
Aden. v

Mouth of Gulf of Aden - 3700 miles.
Northwestern point of Australia - 1800 miles.

(From Java, which is controlled by Singapore, the
distance 18 1200 miles.)

West coast of Borneo = 400 miles.

Southern tip of French Indochina - 450 miles (thus con-
trolling Gulf of Siam.)

Jolo in Sulu archipelago of Philippines - 1250 miles.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

December 13, 1940 gst:

——

My dear Mr. Preeldent:

With reference to your correspondence with Arthur
Sulzberger concerning John 8. White, the New York Timee
correespondent in Buenos Aires, Arthur Sulzberger came
to see me yesterday and told me that he felt that John
White could no longer be retained in South America and
that he was consequently transferring him to Mexico City
and replacing him in Buenos Airee with Arnoldo Corteel,
at present the New York Timeg correspondent in Mexico.

I know Cortesi. I think he ie reliable and a
highly consclentioue newspaperman and I hope that in a
ehort time the bad effecte of White's activities will
be overoome.

I think that at last Arthur Sulzberger has tried
sincerely to cooperate with us in this matter.

Believe me

The President,
The White House.



December 15, 1940

MEMORANDUM TAKEN OVER THE PHONE FROM STATE LEPARTMENT VIA
WHITE HOUSE SWITCHBOARD OPFERATOR # COOK

When Petadn recelved Ghlrgflt Vichy he sald he could see
no outcome but drawn pemce but thought Germens would make further
effort to invade England in Spring. OCermans, who are treating
F;:--nch miserably, have made s number of advances concerning French
fleet but have been repelled and Marshal reliterated sclemn promlse
that French flest would be scuttled before it would be allowed to
fall into German hands,

Hitler plans ceremony of "collabemation" in Paris December
fifteenth which Petaln has refused to attend,
Large shipment of gold bullion from Daker was sent to






THE WHITE HOUSE v A
WASHINGTON A

Warm Springa GA

Department of Stateg ' _J',..ﬂ'"'f_

Division of Eercpean Affairs
Dec 14 1940

Summary of te egrams for transmissicn to the President from
the Secrdtary of Statex.

Hungarian-Yugoslav treaty is considerec of little importance

in Budapest but gives hope of precluding Hungary from jolning
Germany in attack on Yugoslaviua. Berlin: considers that the
agreerent constitutes renunclation of Hungarian revisionist
policy ms regards Yugoslavia and may lead to closer collaboraticn
¢f Yugoslavia with Germany.

Moscow reports Soviet government inf'ormed Bulgarian governrent
that if Bulgaria should decide rot to enter Mutual assistance
pact with Soviet Unicn the latter “preferrec" that Bulgaria
should not Jjoin tripartite pact.

Bucharest reports informstion from Moscow reveals Hussia cpposed
to German expansion in Balkans had refused to conelder any

cuild pro gquo for German contrel of Stralte. Ruseian troops have
been withdrawn from Turkish border and improvement in Russo=-
Turkish relations continues.

Germans reported to have between 300,000 and 400,000 troops in
Norway as security against possible attack from hussla which
was refused freehand in Finland and Sweden.

- -



(mor FOR THE PRESSH)
( FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE OMLY)

Department of Otate

pivisien of Current Informetion Bo, 236
MEMORANDUM OF THE PRESS CONFIRENCE, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17,1940

At the press confarsnoe today, Seoretary Hull sald:
Have you any questions?
4 _Mr, Secretary, 1 was told by a gentleman who said that
he had it from My, Knudsen that you sent word %o the Manu-
facturers' /ssocistion that Britian could hold out for ninety
days 1f they had lmmediate aid from the United States.
A, Wgll, I would mot underteke to confim that statement.
! think in the first place that during recent weeks = o
people in the country, including oifieilals of the Government,
have been dissussing all of the sssentinl faeters in the
{nternational situation and our relationm to it than had been
doing 1t before. There is naturally a corresponding inoresse
of interest in all phases of the matter during recesnt weeks
over the imterest prior to that time. Of ocourse the Btate
Jepertment comes in possession of mere of the esnential faots
pertaining to our relation to the intermational situstion and
our imterest in it, always based primarily on the s tendpoint
of our own interest and nrmnmw-muu.
Therefore, it has been naturel that I would frankly but in
no slarmist sense at all speak of the essential facta and
developuents as they come to me. That 1s my duty.
¥hile I am not pﬂﬂﬂf“ﬂﬁﬂl-mn of deal-
ing with production and its distribution and Hd:'t undertake
to discuss the mechanios of that im any way, 1/seck in &
mdest way to call the attention of my sssociates in the
Government, to leaders of thought or others outside of the
Governsent to the esgential faots of the situation. That 18

really
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really about all that has been going on, I frankly
speak to everyone who aspeaks to me and who stops me., I
have been doing that for some years with reference to the
underlying conditions that have led wp to this situation,
and so I don't undertake to take up every shade of meaning
that may come back to me second, or third or fourth-hand
about something x:”' Bave’sada affieaniy or wabfriesainy,
I think it is better Just tostand on this proad position
that I have tried to define.
4 Mp, Secretary, there are reports moving in the press
out of Washington today that Norsan Armour may be the
new Ambassador to Retkkimy Britain, OCan you say anything
on that?
A. Neo, mot umtil I know more mabout it really,
4 Mr, legretary, in conneotion with the discussions about
the essential faots in the international situation, would
you eare to elaborate to us on your views as to those facts’
4, 1 don't think there is wuwoh new that I have %o say, I ‘
don't undertake to talk loosely with the publie on those
phases of this and 1t 18 & 11ttle bit A ffioult te do that,
I prefer to sit down and have time to choore my words and
be as accurate as well as as oconservative as I oan,
4. Mr, Seoretary, oan you say whether an agrément has been
asked for a British Ambassador?
A, I oan mot say that 1t has yet.
S It has been, 414 you say, Nr, Secretary?
A, 1 oan mxy not say that it has without further informa-
tion.
S. V¥r, Beeretary, there are reports from Loadon this morning
that Colonel Donovan has arrived fream Portugal on a diple-
matio passport and is being afforded all fasilities of the

conduot
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conduot of an investigmation of the British position. Qan
you say anything at this time regarding his missien?

A, I thought you and I agreed the other day that we would
walt wntll he got to Berlin or Home,

% Mr, Becretary, in that comneetion, 414 Mr, Donovan's
trip, by any chance, have any comnection with the old law
on our statutes called the Logan Aet?

A, 1 ean only say what I said the other day, that the
Btate Departmatt has nothing to do with his trip , and I
have not gone into the matter really,

4, Np, s;;:::.", it 1is my understanding that Colonsl
Donovan's/trip was from the Navy Department. Myght it mot
be that his second trip might be of a like sharactert?

A, It might be. I would not undertake to speak of the
matter I would rather you would ask the Navy Uspartment
itealf.

%, My, Secretary, might I ask in conneetion with your first
statoment on the defense question, ocould you say whether or
not your imformation and your studies of the situation
lhullur-“-mnnﬂlw'mhrm.pﬂ-
gram = I mean in a general asmeae?

A, Of ocourse, I have made that clear for some time as many
others have without knowing the teshnical side of the produs-
tlon situation, both as to volume and time of dellvery,

I have recently expressed the hope that as to certain Mimie
ef preduetion, both of those phases oould be very substan-

tially improved upon.

M, J. MoDgmmott,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
December 17, 1040,

I especlally wish to call
your attentlon to the sttached,
quoting excerpts from my re-
cent press conferences relative
to European and Spanish release.

oAt
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Excerpt from the Secretary's prese conference of Wednesday,
Da er 11, 1940.

EAN RELIEF

A correspondent sald that the British Amhaeeador had
issued A statement last night regarding his Oovernment's
unwillingness to pemit the shipment of food to J.rman-
ococupied nations, and he asked if the British Covermment
had gcommunicated this declsion to the Department. The
Seoretary replied that he knew about 1t, probably from coples
of the etntement which in circumstances likes this the Embasay
furnirhed both to the correepondents aml to the Department.
A ocorrespondent asked how this affeoted the prolects
mhich the Secretary had stated previously were under Jle-
suceton end consideration for shiprping food to certaln
European countries, for the alleviatlon of distress,

In reply, the Secretary sald that, as he had stated from
time to time, this OGovernment had a definite poliey on the
whole question of human suffering and human needs, 1n
every part of the world slile where such problems ex-
iated, and that we were as much concerned in these matters
up any other government or group or individuals. He snid
that we undertocok to keep abreast of all the circumatances
and feote, by means of constant conference with individuals,
groupe and governments who might be intereated or might
be affected in any way, and that we approached wvery phage
of the problem most sympathetically. The Secretary said
that thies wae about what he ha! told the correspondents
during recent days, and that this was the course this
Government hed been rursuing, He added that these policles
wers applied in such practical ways as were feaslble, He
did not know what would be the next step Lln developments;
whether somecne would approach the OJerman Governmmant fo

noe
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pee what ite attitude was, and to psee to what extent--1if any--
it had deprived populatione in occoupled territory; and
whether, Aif eo, it would be disposed toc make a contrbution
in aocordance with the immemorial cuetom of natione where

one ocountry conguered ancother,

A correspondent aeked whether, when the Secretary
said that someone might approach the O,rman OJovernment, he
meant through the Department &r privately. The Secretary
answered that he meant all the pecple who were expresslng
interest in the problem, or who later might have interest
in it. He added that they might visualize the problem in
its entirety.

A correenondent sald that this queatlon wae not intended
to be faceticus btut that the Department of Agrioulture
within the last week or go had published an analysis of
the food situation in Italy which represented suprlies there
ae belns excesdingly short, and he wondered whether, 1in
the 1ight of whet the Secretary had Just said, there would
be any consideration precluding the supplying of food to
Italy., The Secretary replied that we would have to check all
of the famctse in the firet place, before disoussing the matter,
in order to see where need really exleted,

A corresponddnt eeked whether i1t would be correct to
gey thet, in epite of the Sritish announcement, this
Uovernment wouldceontinue to coneider the European relief
gltuation in general, ae to what it might be poBsible to
do, The Secretary anewered that this Govermment would
keep alive the policies which he had desoribed tc the
correspondentsa.

EINLAND
A correspondent said that the Finnish Minieter had

called a press conference this morning to siate that
Finland
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Finland wae in a somewhat Aifferent category from the coocu=-
pled eountries, and also to nny that Finland needed supplies
end hoped to obtaln them from the United States, Asked

Af this would receive his sympathetic consideration, the
Secretary eaid that thie was coversd by what he had Just
stated, which applied as far ae China and to any other area
of the world,

A gorrespondent inquired whether a request had been
regeived from the Finnish Government for a government losn,
In reply, the Secretary said that the Finns occasinnally
brought up something about trade, food or other toplcs
in which they were interested, or in which we were mutually
interested, but that he did not recall offhsnd what the

faete were in this particular regard,
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Excerpt from Becretery's press conference of Friday,
Deo r 13, 1840,
FOR SPAIN

A correepondent referred to the question of the
dhipment of American foodntuffe to Bpain, mand said that
there had been reports in the press that the British
Government would like to see such shipments made; but
that, on the other hand, there had been reporte ae long
a8 three months ago that & New York exporter had filed
al application for a navicert to cover a shipment of
§30,000 worth of Cuban sugar to Spailn, that the British
Government had taken no mction thue far on the application,
and that--still sccerding to these reports--the State
Department had instructed the American Consul Genersl in
London to lay the mmtter before the BEritish Ministry of
Eoconomic Warfare. The correepcnient asked if the Secretary
gould elarify the situation regarding the British poaition
on food shipments, The Secretary anewered that the only
thing he could say today would be to repeat what he had said
fome days Aago, with regard to the fact that some dlscusslon
had been golng on About nundln;,-g?:od to the dlstressed
people in Spain., He explainel that thie was about as far
a8 he ecould go et this time, and thet if he found somathing
definite or tangible about the sugar matter--which might
elther be collateral or unrelated--he would be glad to

inform the corresponients,
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MEMOBRANDUM OF THE FRESS CONFERENCE, BATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1940

At the prese conference thils morning, the Seoretary
asked Lf the correspondents had any questions, A corree-
pondent replied that the papers seemed to be full of them
this morning. The Secretary asked emilingly if the answers,
too, appeared in the papers?

CREDITS AND RELIEF FOR BPAIN
e —— e ——

A correspordent sald that some clarification with regard
to Spain was required, and that there were reporte that an
agreement of some description had been reached to asslst
Spaln, in return for its implied promise to stay out of the
war., The Secretary replied that he did not belleve there
was anything sufficlently tanglble, beyond what the corres-
ﬁ-:mdanu already knew, that he could tell them this moming.

e added that he would be glad to give them information, as
time went on, and anything developed further,

A correspondent asked 1f there was anything the Secretary
could say on that portion of the reports which etated that
the United States would guarantee an Argentine credit to
Spain, The Secretary aneswered that, frankly, he had not heard
t discussed. He said that he supposed this would be a
matter taken up at the Treasury Department, or at the office
of Mr., Jesse Jones.

A correspondent inquired if the Secretary could give one
atraw to cling to in the Spanish matter--that at least no
agreement had been reached. The Secretary sald that he
thought this wae about as mccurnte as the way in which he had
put it. The correspordent sald that the matter had been in
such m progressive etate, that he would 1ike to have one
fact: t at any rate an agreement had not been reached.

The Secretary replied that it was all right elther way with
him, He explained that he did not think there was anything
really new; but that theee matters called for despatches back
and forth, and discussions ard considerations, amd that it

wad A mAtter of some time before you could get everything
cleared, even If you were moving stralght toward an agreemont.
The Becretary said that we had not gotten far enough for .
him to say that there was an agreement, but that the matter

was recelving attention from day to day,

COLONEL DONOVAN

A correspondent neked if the Secretary could throw any
light on the mission to Europe of Colonel William J. Donovan.
The Sccretary anewered that he had nothing to do with that
matter, and that that was about all he knew to tell the
correspondents. A correspondent said that a story in the
%t;mra n had stated that the utmort precautions had been

en, when G;.lspcr took off from Baltimore, %o conceal
Colonel Donovan's identity and destination, and that this had
been dictated by the State Department., The Secretary replied
that thie wag the first he had heard of 1t, and that he was
glad to be able to be entirely frank with the correspondents.

DETENTION



DETENTION OF MRS, DEEGAN

Asked if there was anything further regarding
Mras, Deegan, the clark in the American Embassy in Paris who
wna bning detained by German authorities, thoe Sacretary
snid that he had nothing new on it this morning, and that
the matter wne receiving attention there through our offi-
einle, A correspondent inquired if there had been no
further report since Mra. Deegnan had falled to report for
work on December 3, The Becretary replied that there hed
been nothing that he knew of, and told Mr, McDermott that,
Af he ascertalned anything, he was authorized to give 1t to
the correepondanta,

HAVAL INCIDENT OFF BRAZIL

A correspondent recalled that the Seeretary had etated
yastorday there wne nothing new regarding the apparent vio-
lantion of the neutrality zone in a British-German engagement
off Brazil, and he asked 1f there was anything the Becretary
eould eaw now, In reply, the Secretary eaild that he had no
despatches on that subject this morning, except some refer-
ence to the fight off the corat, below Brazil.

A correspocrdent ingquired Af diplomatic conversatlions

were golng on conserning the Brazillan shipe Itape and

B ue, Btopped some daye ago by the British, Eﬁe Secretary
Eﬁﬁgﬁat he did not think there had been any more than what
hed been glven out by Brazil, He explained that we primarily
deferred to Brazll to glve out whatever newe 1t had, and thet
he himeelf knew of nothing new from Rlo de Janeiro withln the
laet day or two, And he nssuped that Brazil would glve 1t out
if 1t could,

A correspondent snild that despntches from Rio de Janeiro
termed untrue A report in Rome that the Foreign Ministers
of the American Hepublice would be called to onsider thie
matter, and that lehpaaa Rio despatches declared that a settle-
ment wne expected in the case of the Itape and of the other
vessel, The Secretary lied that, as he had sald the other
day, the whole thing wna developling as incidents of this kind
did; and that interchanges took plrnce with the view of workling
out a mutually satisfrotory solution.

MEXICO: DESTROYER AND NAVAL BASES

A correspondent snid that there was another report,
from Mexico City, to the effect that Moxico was expecting
to receive from six to twelve destroyers from the United
States for training purposes #nd to lmprove Mexico's defenmso,
Agked if he could give any information in thie connection, the
Secrotary replied that thie wne brand new stuff, and that he
had never henrd of it before. He snid that the Department did
not know anything sbout 1t, mnd that he imagined they would
tell the correspondents the same thing at the Navy Department.
He andded thet he was sure there was no truth in 1t whatever.

A correspondent enid that the report was coupled with
one that, in return for the destroyers, the Unit States
would obtaln the use of Mexican naval bases for refueling and
similar purposes, The Secretary replied thnt he had not heard
& thing on which tha story could be based.

ARGENT INA



ARGENTINA

A correspondent remarked that Dector Preblech of the
Argentine financinl misslon had conferred with Under Becretary
Welles for about an hour yesterday, and he asked if the
Bporetary could say anything nbout the progress of negotia-
tions with the miesion. The Secretary replied that thils had
been merely a general trlk on the financial, monetary and
eredit relatlions between the two governmenta, He enld
that we hnd committees, ns the correspondents knew, which
conferred and made arrangements nt-h'ﬂr. Jegae Jones and the
Treasury Department, ns the case might be.

A correspondent sald that there were persistent published
reporte that these conversations would ultimately result
in some agreement whereby Great Britain would benefit, through
a triangular arrangement. Asked if he could comment on this
in any wny, the Secratary sanid that he could not do ao
authoritatively becnuse other depnrtments and agencies ware
primarily discussing the matter; but that he thought the
corrgspondents would find that any plane contemplated the
working out of financinl, trade and commercial arrangemente
which would be mutunlly satisfactory to each of the countries
affected, whether two countries or three or more, and that
thie cnlled for elnborate consideration and very careful
selection of toples for consideration in this connection.

REPATRIATION OF AMERICANS FROM FRANCE

A correspondent sald thent there was a report from Lisbon
that American diplomntic and coneular officials there and in
France had eompleted plans for the removal of some six hundred
or more penniless American citizens in France, and had
arranged for their passage home. Asked if he could say Jjust
what form this mssistance would tnke, the Becretary sald that
the Depnrtment was seeking to fneilitate the passage of these
Americans, and perhaps of £ few in Italy. He agked
Mr, MeDermott to mscertaln from Assistant Secretary Long's
office whether they hnd anything on this subjeet today, and
to give the correspordents Any information avallable,

COFFEE
Asked if he ocould say anything on the Department's plans
for submitting the coffee agreement to Congress, the

Becretary sald thet he nerumed it would go to the Senate in
due coures,

M., J. MoDermott.
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MEMORANDUM OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE, MOMDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1840

REFUGEE HAVEN IN VIRGIN ISLANDS

A correspondent said that there were reports that the
State Department had been conferring with some other depart-
ments of the Government with the idea of setting up a
refugee haven in the Virgin Islande. The Secretary answered
that, frankly, he had not heard of it.

CREDITS AND RELIEF FOR SPAIN

A correspondent said that there had been considerable
discuselon in the prees over the week-end concerning the
reported conslderation of a $100,000,000 loan to Spain, and
he asked i1f the Secretary could say, ag of today, what the
position was on that question., The Secretary replied that
all he could do was to repeat what he had eaid the other
day. He had spoken about conversations regarding scme sort
of food relief, and had never thought about a §100,000,000
loan; and if he had mentioned such a thing as a $100,000,000
lean, he muet have been talking through his hat. The
Sceretary sald that what he had meant was thnt he had not
heard the metter discussed.

A correspomient sald that he belliewved that the reports
were that the Spanish hnd msked for $100,000,000, and that
the Seecretary, in ly to a queation on the matter, had said
that the matter nfr:ﬂipmanta of food was being considered,
without any reference to the $100,000,000. The Ssoretary
replied thnt he did not know how these reporte had gotten out,
and that he knew 1t was not in his mind to convey that
{anything about a $100,000,000 loan),

A correspondent sAid that reports had been published
that Spaln would not get any lump sum, but that there would
be a beginning and continuance of shipments of food to Spain,
which would necessarily be discontinued If the Spanish
Government went to war, The Secretary replied that he had
not heard thet phase dlecussed, and that all he hrd heard
talked about was the question of some sort of food relief to
those who were indigent, A correspondent asked if this would
be in the pature of n gift by the United States, or whether
some financing would be involved., In reply, the Secretary
said that he would have to walt until a 1ittle later befcra he
eould tell the correspondents about that,

MR, ROBERT D. MURPHY

A correspomdent sald that there were different reporta
ag to where Mr, Robert D, Murphy was At present. He explained
that one despateh had stated thnt Mr. Murphy hnd returned to
Viehy, but that there were other reports that he was golng to
French North Africa, The Secrotary replied that Mr, hy
had returned to Vichy and had resumed charge of our Embassy,
anl that he was there now. Asked If there was mny expectation
that he might go to French North Africa, the Secretary sald
that thie was a mntter that would be more or less hypothetioal,
He snld that he would rather awnlt conorete developments, one
waY or another, and that there was nothing on which he could be
helpful to the correspondente in that connectlon at present.

NAVAL
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NAVAL ACTION OFF CUBA

A correspondent msked if any diplometic actlon was
being taken regarding the naval engagement yeaterday off
Cubn (when the Britieh crulser Diomede was reported to have
eaptured the crew of the German freighter Idarwald), The
Secretary replied that he had seen press ncocounts, and
thnt whenever we cbtained anything offiecial that Mr. MeDermott
could give the correspondents, we would be glad to do it,

B.5. ITAPE

A correspondent recnlled that the Secretary had snid
previously that he wne making inquiries to find out just what
had happened in the care whore a Britlsh naval vessgl was
reported to hnve stopped a Brazilian ship., The Secretary
replied that he thought there had been some sort of discussionas,
but that, ae far as he recalled, there had been nothing in
todey on the subject, The mntter hed been under 44scussion,
and thls Government had been inquiring of all pnrties about
the elrcumstances, and the mrtter hed been developing, The
Speratary asked Mr, McDermott to make avallable anything that
cameé in on the subject.

A correspondent nsked If any notion was belng taken
coneerhing the safety zone, beyond the inquiries in progress.
The Seporetary replied tint, up to this tims, thare was no
further action.

DETENTION OF MRS, DEEGAN

Agked 1f there wns any word regarding Mrs. Deegan
(being detained by CGerman authorities in Farie), the
Becretary sald there wns nothing today.

COLCNEL DONOVAN

A correspondent inquired Af there had been any change
in the status of Colonel William J., Donovan. The Seoretary
repliasd that he did not know any more than he had known when
acked nbout the matter on Saturday.

GERMANY: RADID

A correspondent sald that some time ago she had asked
if there was anything new in regard to registration by
Germany of radioc frequencies by forelgn countries, and that
a8 she understood it, the United States had not been offi-
elally informed of what she termed thle unprecedented act.
Asked if any diplomatic action was belng contemplated, the
Secretary sald that he would have to cheok with the officlals
of the Divielon of International Communications in order to
bring himself up to date on the aubject.

HED CROBS BHIPMENTS TO FRANCE

A correspondent said that she understood that a request
had been sent some time ago to Oreat Britain to allow Red
roes shipments of vitamin products to France, and she asked
if a reply had been received from Great Britain. The
Becretary answered that the question of relief in all its
different phasees was up in some fofS with people both hers
and abread--individuale, ups and governments interested
in the matter--but that there was really nothing new for him
to announce at thie stage, He sald that if and as develop-
ments occurred the Department would be glad to keep the
correspondents ne nearly up to date as possible,

e M. J. McDermott.
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MEMORANDUM OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE, TUZSDAY, DECEMBER 10,1940
MATSUOKA INTERVIEW

At the press conference this morning, & correspondent
inguired whether the Secretary had had cccasion to examine
prees reports of the interview granted yesterday by
Japanese Forelgn Minister Mateucka, The Secretary replied
that the honest truth was that he had arisen thie morning
at seven o'cloek and had been tied up ever since on four or
five matters, and it had been the first time in many monthe
he had not locked at a newspaper, He added emilingly that
he had not intended to make thls known, but that the corres-
pondenta had exposed him.

LOAN TO THE NETHERLANDS

A correspondent smld that there was a press report that
thie Government was consldering a loan to the Dutch, on tha
condltion that they make the funde avallable to the British,
and he asked if the Secretary had heard any such project
discussed, The Secoretary replied that he had not heard this
discussed by anyone.

A correspondent asked whether the fact that the Dutch
were at war would not, under the Neutrallty Act, preclude
their cbtaining a loan, In reply, the Secretary said that
at any rate, ag far ae he knew, no one in this Government had
the matter up for discusalon.

COLONEL DONOVAN

A correspondent asked 1f the Secretary could tell the
ress what the purpose was of Colonel Donovan's trip to the
ear Eapt and the Mediterranean. The Secretary replied that
all he knew was about what the correspondente knew, and that
he had not been keeping up with the matter in any way.

A gorrespondent sald that there was a report from
Lisbon thies morning that Colonel Conovan intended to interview
Fremier Museolinl, and he asked if the Secretary had any
such information. The Secretary anawered in the negative,
and enild that he did not know what report would come in next
ef this kind,

A correspondent nsked Af the Secretary could say
definitely that Colonel Donovan wam not on n State Department
or diplomatic mission. The Secretary replied that, as he
had stated before, the Department had nothing to do with these
reporte, He smid that he had not even kept up with or
inquired where Colonel Donovan was supposed to be at this
time, or in what direotion he was headed.

The correspondent sald that the Lisbon report indicated
that Colonel Donovan might follow the same route which
Under Secretnry Welles had taken on his trip to Eurcpes-that
is, from Rome to Berlin, Paris and Lundon. The correspondent
sald thnt he took it that the Secretary did not place much
credence in thie. The Secretary suggested emilingly that

they
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they nlﬁ: suspend any discussion until Colonel Donovan
got to @ or Berlin, or eome place like that, and then

resume 1t.

A LEAHY

Agked if he could say when Admiral Leahy expected to
leave for Vichy, the Becretnry eaid that all he knew was

that Admiral Leahy hof-:d to get away ae soon as practicable,
and that he assumed that this would be within n few days or

gome time within the next two or three weeks.

SPANISH RELIEF

Asked if there was anything he oould tell the corres—
pondents on the Spanish reliel question, the Secretary sald
that there was not, As ¥yet, nnd that the mattor was belng

given attention along the lines of hie deseription the other

day,

K. J, MeDermott,
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WABHINGTON

Decamber 18, 1940.
m

UEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I deeply sympathize with
what Kelson Johnson says in his
personal letter to Long. He
suggests naming "illys peck. It
has alsc been suggested to me
that we transfer Wuolurray from
Turkey to China. He hus
exparicnoe in the Far East., 1
want to keep Kelson Johnson in
the Gervice. We could olther
sand him to Turkey or bring him
to the State Department in charge
of Far Eastern Affairs.

In any event, will you

preapare a nice letter for me to
send to Johnson?

F. D. R,




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

November 29, 1840,

My dear Mr. President:

I am transmitting herewith the reslgnation of
Nelgson T. Johnson as Ambaseador to China. As will
appear on the face of the letter, the Ambmssader
sent ln hle resignatlion very early with the request
that 1t be held until the time when the new Adminle-
tration tock over. It was transmitted early because
of the uncertainty of communications and was accom-
panied by a letter whioch I am anclosing herewlth
and which will explain the background.

Faithfully yours,

Enclosures:
1. Letter of resignation.
2. Letter to Mr. Long.
The President,
The White Houge.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Uhungking, China.
July B, 1940,

The Frealdent,
The White House,
dashington, D.C.

Mr. President,

As is Customary I tender herewith my resignationm
as imbassador to China. Having served the Covermnment of
the United States in its Forelszn Service for some thirty
three years I shall be glad to continue to ssrve in whatevaer

capacity you may desire to uss me.

fespectfully,

-

‘1 Lo P pans

Nelson Truler Johnson

[ ooyt Asarrd




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Chungking, China,

July 8, 1

Tonorable Breckenridge lLong,
Assiatant Secretary of iitate,

Department of State, Washington.

Dear Long,

I appreciate this sending this docummamt off to you
at this early date is rather anticipating things but becauss
f the uncertainty of communications and a feeling that if
I do not get it off now, when eair communication is possible,
I am sending it along with the idea of leaving 1t with you
for use at the time when the new adominstpation takes over

at the beginning of the year,

I have bheen at tha head of this mission now since
the beginning of 1930, For the past three years I hava heen
geparated from my family except for a brief home leave in
1939 and a brief wvisit to Peking last winter. Ordinarlily
I would be loath to leave this poat as long as 1t was felt
by the Fresident that I ocould be useful here., But I fesl
that I would like to be assigned somewhere where I could
have my family with me and I could enjoy a little home
1life with my wife and children about me. T cannot do that
here, and I cannot now foresee a time in the near future
when that may be possible, I have heslitated to say this
to anyone for I would be very hesitant about doing anything
that might be interpreted ss indicating a change of policy
here, but why not name Willys feck Ambassador hers, he
can have his wife here, having no children dependent upon
him, and he at least could take over without any change
belng indicated. I confess that I am in a box and do not
know what is best, but I do long for an opportunity to
be with my famlly again.

4ith kindest perscnal regards,

| Beana
et 1nmt{hnms
\




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

EEEEEEEF 23, 1340
My dear Mr, President:

I return herewith the letter to you from
Frank Gunther, Minister to Rumsnias, dated Novem-
ber 5, 1940, with lts enolosurs, together with a
suggested reply for pqur signature, if you approve.

FoMthfully yo L
Enclosures:

Letter from Franklin

Mott Gunther of Novem-
ber 5, 1940, with its
enclosure.

The President,

The White House.
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No. 12. Bucharest, November &, 1940.

Dear Mr. Presidentg

I sm enclosing herewith a copy of a letter
to Sumner embodylng the substance of a converaa-
tion which I had recently with the Queen Mother
Helen. However, you will probably never have
time to read it. It is unimportent for the moat
part except as an adumbration of a certein
specles of would-be "pernicious" propagends. I
find 1t d1fficult to bellieve also that George
Lloyd, Welshman that he is, ever really made the
statement which she imputes to him,

I expect to be kept busy tomorrow answering
congratulations from all over this country. Aas
Jou see, I have no doubt as to the result of the
election and extend my heartiest congratulations
in advance.

With highest regard and fervent wishes for
your peraonal health and strength, believe me ,

dear Mr. President,

Yours most respectfully,
The President,

The White House. %A{,{.’. M,z___.__
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Mucharest, October 30, 1040.

Doar Bumner:

Lost Sunday =y wife and I were invited to tea with
the Queen Mother Helen of Ureece &t Sinals. We started
in plenty of Lime [rom Predeal, where [ had been seelng
Cteneral Antonescu and others, but got caught in the jem
of & Gusrdist funeral of one of the "smartyrs” and arrived
forty minutes late.

Tho ‘ueen Mother made a number of interesting but
blased observations. We hove known her since she and
her sister were glrls in Home when thoy used to come
to our house. Inter nlia, she told me that there was
an sgreement between the Gormans and the Italians, co-
incident with the collapoe of the French Army, that the
Itnllans should ocecupy Coralcam, NHice mnd "thet bit of
France which linke up with Switserlend®, meaning, I
suppose, lm:te Savole, but that Italy did not earry
out ite promime, us we know, for the recson that 1t
wan not in a position te 4o so. The Sueen Mother ob-
served thet there hod been quite s row about thie with
the Oermans, However, presussbly, you knew of this.

She also comsented on the "injudiclousnesa® of the
ralds on Milen, which, she sald, had attained no mili-
tary objectives but hed set sgainst knglend all those——

and

The Honorable
Bumner Wellea,
Under Socrotsry of Siste,
wushin ton.




l’-r-—'

ard they were leglon—who up to that time had been
heart and soul for England. BSho sald thst thore had
besn & prior cooling off due to the "sbominable treat-
ment® of the lislians who were put out of England,
golng into detalls of undressing in none=too=private
rooms aut the port of emberkation, selszing most of the
bagyage, not sllowing them to open even a port hole
on the boat, taking them te Italy, etc., ete. She
sald that this was so unlike the British that people
could hardly belleve i1t; that the "bombing of OJeneva”
was because the Mritish pilots were Instructed to
bomb Genos and were so lgnorunt that they mixed up the
two and that a subsequent bombing of fGenoa resulted
only in the hitting of non=-military objectives, in-
cluding deppinodells Gheradesca's yachti that one
of the pllots who came down was interviewed und sald,
"Oh, was that Oenoa? But we thought it was Spesxia®,
the naval yard,

¥het was very interesting was her comsent regarding
the I[uke of Aosta, whom [ knew years ago in Rome when
he was [uca delle Puglie, who she sald was s murvelous
engineer and strategist mand had prepared all plans for
the African cempalgn down to the last detall-——you
probably know of his good work in Erltres—>but was
being kept antirely Iin the baokground due to Mussolini's
Jealousy of so promiaing a member of the Hoyal Fmmily.
She sald that Orazziand wes not such use and that there
was oven a _ood deal of velled Jemlousy regarding him.

She was tart regarding Winstom Churchill. You can
imagine that she was not over fond of him even before

thias
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this war due to recollections of his attltuds regarding
her Father and Mother, especlally the latter. &hs re-
ferred to this and told of her having met Winstom at
dinner ot Lord Lloydas in kngland when Winstom suddenly
suld to her: "Prince Psul of Yugoslavis is a traltor.
He was educated 1n kngland and is antleOritish." She
turped on him and bede him remember that “though we
all love kngland, there were other dutics and responsi-
bllitles than being pro-lritish," especislly ln her
part of the world whers esch country had its owm
interoats to defend, Though persenally an admirer of
Churchill, I had previously lead her out by observing
that 1t Irriteted me to soe how Winaton was obviously
enjoying esch minute of the war and showing it and
remarking that personally I hated war as nothing was
gained therefrom and only eventhing worthwhile loat,
such aa culture, reform, progress, sport, ote.

I do not know whether you know Lord Lloyd. 1
mew him well when in Ezypt and reported from thers
that he was strongly sntli-American and that it would
be unfortunate were Lo to be named Uovernor Uenersl of
Canada, as was then mooted. Lloyd tried to outamart
the Egyptians and in the ond got outsmarted hisasell.

I saw him last when he was out here in the early days
of the war and told him that personally I did nmot think
that either England or France was preparod to fight
80 powerful an enemy as Uersany and that they hed
better make peace on honorable terms, 1 they could,
and glve Germany her head to the Esst snd themsslvea
time to prepare for eventunlities., 4uean lielen amld
that
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thlblhliuhhmhllmhnn through Italy and
when twitted by her regarding the Dritish gusrantes
tummmhmmlmhlddmnﬂmntm'm
old genersl with one &rm, one eye and one leg", Lloyd,
the 1ittle Welshunn, countered that Englend never had
any intention of dolng anything for Poland, that
Poland was just an excuse for sar as Jermany was got-
ting fer too stron; and bumptious, and if it had not
beon Poland some other excuse would have been Found,.
8o non ¢ vero s ben trovate. You undoubtedly know

the truth, but personally I inecline to André Maurole?
explanation that Chamberlain gsve the puarantes in a
Fit of plque and exheusted patience wi thout prior con-
sultation with the Cebinet. I suppose that you have
aeen Hourola' artlocles in Collleras.

Eing Mhal was present during all this conversstion
over the teacups, which was Just on the eve of the
Itelisn nttack upon Greece. I was mbout to refor to
the evident straln in that situation but never got =
chance. I have been wondering since how she now feels
as, though pro-Itslian, s resident of Florence, she,
surely, ls flrst of sll pro-Greek. If 1t interests
you shell lel you know 1s ter when I have snother talk
with her,

Gueen Helon exprossed surprise that we were so
worked up over Uermeny and inorodulity that Geraany
should ever attack us. [ oxplained the situstion in
detall, the sirplane orariua as per the Prosident's
spoech, that we or others on our continent were the
real objectives via England, olse why should the Germans
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have spent such huge sums "boring from within" in all
American democracles, that the real objective was
Lebensraum in South America and a bandit's demand of
gold from us "at the point of the airplane”. She
hed obviously never hesrd the American point of view
expounded before,

We spoke of the old days when I was Chargé
da'Miffaires so mich in Rome &fter the advent of Mussolint
and the excellent relations I always had with him
during the firat two years of his tenure, his square
dealing with the American problems I presented to him,
and the faet that esch year we atill cxchange mossages—
at wileh ahe made g face. She told me of Wyron Taylor's
illneas and subsequent recovery and the details of
his wife's drasatic dash scross the Atlantic and the
dash to liome with the surgeon who saved him,

Mueh of the above is trivial, I know, but Just
the same some of it may be "grist to the mill®.

With warm personal regards, belleve me,

Yours most sincerely,



E | E’fp@

« > THE SECRETARY(),

December 26, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I belleve that you will
be interested in glancing
through the attached despatch
from Brussels of November
thirteenth reporting distur-
bances on Armistice LDay deapite
German military dictates,

ett |



¥ AR ElLa® LOMEDAT.
- Brusesls, Delglum, Bowssber 13, 1940

Pubjeets  Novssber 11 Olsturbensses in Crasssls

b cvmsrmile

The ‘eerwiary of Tiats

Casbingten

e

I have the bapsr Vo repori thal despiis striel orders by
the Derman nilitary ssthoritles in Salglun there wars =sny
apontanssus Gesonsirsiiscs in eslebrsilon of Armlsties Oy 1n
Srusesle, serisin of shich cdlsinabed Ln eerious d1sturbanses,

The Gerssn §1l1%ary Cosmsnder for Belgiem, Gssarsl Baron
Von Falitsshausen, sdirssssd a lettsr om Ooteber 71 %3 the
lseratarios Gasersl of the Helglsn Finlstries ordering thet
steps should be tskes by Pelelen lseel suthoribies ¥ prevent
sty eelobruiion shatmever of ‘reletles Jay In Seleluws, Fro=
clanstlons were conseqeantly plaged sn the wells In crassels,
signad by the burgsmaster of Lhe ally, erging the papalatlon
83l s attespt sny dessnstrailons on Sovesber 11 snd siricily
foraldding the elosing of shops or plases of buslness on thal
dge isesgraghed hesd Sille had 1n the wesnbine been die=
H“Mﬁl‘.’.m“hm
urglng =1l Trussels eltisens to celebrate treiviles fay, &
sspy of the olreulsr In question 1s smolonsd harewith, lsong

athar



Tlghily movamed hllh'ﬂﬁﬂhﬁﬁ-lpiﬂt!w
Gesonsiration which might tuke plese, Other monmsenis 12 W
wlwlul-lnﬂum.

ym-'m.mumh—umum
thnmhuhh—lﬂn-nnmm
s plase sreaths on the Towh, They were st firel prevested fros

n--n-r. mh-“‘-“ﬂﬁﬂ.

"ped through st o rapld ruete, The tur, vhieh appeared b0 contain

bl deresa ”Mﬂﬂm-ﬁhlhm
bk



-mmﬂﬁ-“-fhn As the gur pussed
mhmuhmﬂ,m-fﬁ.-ﬂm“m-
hhmﬂ.ﬁhﬂihﬂmmrhﬂnnﬁhﬁ
the orow, ufwulnuhmrhh-l-lrmmm
kig, mmnniu---ml-iﬁdhmm
lf“ﬂlllﬁr#llﬂhﬂhh”ﬂm_‘ﬂ
h-ﬂuum-munrrmnm. A large posl af
I-tulhtlhmuh-m_lmmhn_
attephing Vs dip thelr handkerehdefs in the btlosd, The
Gersea silitary polios and Selgian police then cleared all of
the surrounding stresis,

ﬂlﬂi‘_ﬁhﬁﬂ.ﬂhc“pﬂhnrﬂnﬂhu-ﬂ
ﬂﬂ“hu‘hﬂtfm-hﬁlﬂmmnhﬂn
uﬁllﬂl-lhm-lnuhumu-mm
ﬂ“uummwhhmhmuhm‘
mmber of Ylnes, Ome wuch dlsturbance took plase st the
Sobament %o the Selglen 1914-1918 desd opposite the Falase
:!Mlﬂ.*ﬂ.m“mﬂmm—-ﬂhh
ritish ¥orld Yer troops,

-Bhartly before moon s considersble erowd gathared im fromt
of Whis Consalute, which was alosed o publie business on that
lﬁ.ﬂ““ﬂﬁiﬂl-‘-h‘lm Tha arowl
Bagan eheering the United Thates and President Soosevelt and
tm-mmthsnmhhm
h_-ﬂh-hﬂﬂumm-‘-*
ul_mm-m-mm-.humm
“umnﬁummnuh-u. 1 sekcad
hﬂﬂmwhhqwl‘l—hﬂh-ﬂh

ﬂh--iﬁﬂlﬂﬂ-.h‘lﬁﬂ.n“-d-l.
that
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that had sy sush aympathy besn wenifaestes, the Consulnle mighi
have bean mesused of provoking the sacifestation, lalglen
police Shen sppeared and persunded the srowd, with seme 41f-
floalty, to move on, resinding thes that the Jermen silitary
pollce wire on thelr way to the soens, Thay were flaally
dleparsed, but sontinue! to shout *Viws la Discoratis, Vive
Evocevell®,

The erowd In fromd of the Jonsulate sppeared to be gom=
poasd ahiefly of students, although there wers s nambor of
alder persons In 18, It was obvious that the ssiborities
hat not forsssea that s demonstratisn of wmpathy sight take
place in front of the Comsulsts ms B0 police geard hed been
pleced there In the sarming, In the afterpoon, however, a musmber
of Balglen pslice were placed in fromt of the bullding to prevest
any gethering fros teklsg place, The flag was flring as ususl,
bat It wag not placed at half mast on the merning of Tovesber 11
teoause of the powribility of such & descnstration as 444 setuslly
take plase,

The desonstrations whioh fook plese are bBellaved %o b of
partioulsr significanes Lo that they sonstituted the First probest
annifestation of sy kind %0 ceouwr In iruscale sloce she seoupation
of %he elty on Usy 17, Gisce the prees ie sntirely Cerses=contralled
and no medlum of sxpression is open to the population, 1t wes
passible o maintain, ae Lt was saintained even in serteln Felglan
suarters, thet the peaple as » whols wers besoning used 1o the
seoupation sod hed declded > ssecapk 1% with resignetion, Eot the
saope of the demonsirabisns, but Ahelr spontansity, ani the fast
that they were held In the Taoe of ¥he strictest prohibitisn by tha
Garman author | fies, sakes them of Inpartanoce,

intenve
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mmnmwd:muum
u---u—-rhl-_lm-l-ﬂnuhhhm
llthudﬁhlﬂll..‘-“-nmd
mhns-tnn-nul--mn-ummph-
Bow gurrent In Frassals, Ilﬁqmrﬂ&tm“
mﬂull-lml—bw-tl—-ﬂ‘ﬂ-uﬂnlnﬁt
erowd, The press, AR WA spaeted, sals me refsrense vhalmever
to the dessnstrations,

I-l-ﬂ-rlunnmhh-uh--m-n
by the sanlfestations ant the more eonservstive Balglans, while
Mﬂh‘rll“f«-ﬁlmmhuﬂ
af the lldi-hhrlhl!lllhﬂ' ﬂhrl“ﬂllﬂullhhlﬂr
ht-—-.lllhwh‘ulmu‘-ﬂu-rh_lnud-
rmlfﬁnﬂlﬂrm_ﬂim

Lespeetfully yuurs,
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Sumner Welles Rerorts of hies Bpecial MHleslon to Europe, 1540

SEE: Foreigh Relations of the United States, 1940, Vol, I, General
paFes 21-117
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StpleeT I e lemo for Presldent Hoosevelt.

Tho Japanese Government cannot mimit, through official
channels, thet Amerlican sconomle pressure and defense preparstions
wnder Presldent Foosevelt have been so politically succesaful
that the Japanese now would welcose an opportunity to change
their international, and modify their China, poritione.

The domestic pomition of the present Japanese Govern-
sent 1z like that of the Bruening Government (n Germany in 1931,
The Japanese would rather lose the war in China thean lose the
domestic war to their own Extresists. But, the loss of the
Chins Wer and the isminence of sn American War, would put the
radical nationalists, civil and military, in complete control.
If the Conservative suthoritiss, including Prince Eonoye, Mr.
Mutsuoks, Count Arima, Genersl Muto, etc. and the Emperor, can
win, by diplomacy, » safe economlc end international poslition,
public opinlon in Japan would restore the Conservetives to com-
plete control.

For such & reversal, the Jeapansse majorlty needs, no
less than China, the help of the United States. Falling thls,
they foresee the possibility of a unlom of thelr own Extremlst
slezents with the Radical forces in Chinaj a unlon comparuble to,
and an sppendage of, the compact of Fussla and Oermany in Europe.
They feel thnt 1f some conmctructive cosperation ie not realized
with the United Ststes befors Merch or April, the Facist elesent
will take contrel in both China and Japen, no matter whether
England or Germany wins in the Spring offensive.

Buch an eventuality would purely close the door for
the Allied cause in the Far East. —_— oy in hir oW
words, "la riding the horses until he can stop them."
in his own words, sald that "to call the present war in Chins
s Holy War is s blasphesy,” end "to call the Treaty with Fang-
Ching-Wel sn equal Tresty is o lie."” sald he
would probably be killed if we revealed his statements to certain

Japanese.




¥We found the Japanese officinle wirtunlly despairing
of any possibility of reestablishing cordial relations with
the United States. President Esosevelt's policy. and the
Italian losses in the Mediterranean have created m remarkable
evportunity for selidifying the Far Eastern situstion in cur
own faver, and the Japanese are apparently now following &
plan of procedure for cooperation with the United States. Nr.
Natoucks desipgned his speech of December 19th as an indleation
of this intentlon.

The Japanese feel that thelr alllance with the Axis
will have to be mullified realistically before it can be broken
lecnlly and officially. The Japanese authorities are ready
(though they dare not ndmit thelr readinems at the peril of
their lives) to substitute the Unlted States for Germany, by
an agreement which would embrace the following aspectsi

1. LTGAL [for Japanese public apinion)

A. The Japansse Oovernment could salntaln that
ne they mocepted the Axis Alliance to maintaln
world pemce by restricting the Buropenn War
vig-a-vis the United States (but much more
Fusein) thay could apply the same principle
to Germany nnd threnten Germany with Japaness
involvesent if she extends the War beyond ita
nressnt conflines. (Oermany then would be
doubly heeltant to declare war on the Unlted
Staten.)

I1. POLITIC

A, Aeceptance of the cooperntion of the United
States in a settlement of the China War
on the beeis of the secret Truce Terms offered
1ast October by Ohiang Kal Chek. With some
fuarantes of poellitle-econcmle order in Chlna,
and the resoval of China ns an lczedlate
nilitary memace, or a political menace through
n tgpll-cut!, China and Japan could
then unite to fight Communiss in China and in .
the Far East, This would talke Germany, now 1l
acting through Russia, out of China. !




III.

C.

b.

B.

A recognitlon of a Far Eastern Monroe Dootrins
baged on the aforssentloned China setilament,
the Japanese-American gusrantee to check any
third power attempting to slter the political
status of the Fhilipplne Ialands, Hong Kong,
Eingepore or Maulmya, and the establishsent of
autonomoug Qovernments in Indo-China and the
Dutch East Indles, in order to remove these
areas as potentinl war spolls, end in order to
forestall the demand of Japanese Extremipts for
forcible motion. (Those sutonomous Governsents
would sgree to respect all exloting Investzents,
ete.) Actunlly, iIn the Dutch East Indies, Queen
Wilhemina eould be socepted as o Soverelen.

Just prior to our abrogation of the Commereisl
Treaty, the Japancse and Britlsh had virtually
agreed upon & Tresty reopenlng trades In the
Yangtze Valley. The British, therefors, would
have no objection.

No territorial aggrandisesent in Chins proper.

ECOROMIC

A. Japan (and with her, the Far East) ie drifting

into n commodity economy which will produce a low
standard of livine which she does mot like, but
eennot mvold without Amerlean sssletance.
Americen nesisptence (efr. sdditioral memoranda)
eould be go given s to guarmntes the political
agreesant and set up an economy in the Far East
g0 totally vardant from the German that the
Gersans could not do businsse with it. By
sar-sarking, but lesving in the United States,
a heavy gold eredit, with intersst payments,
for pubstantisting the currencles of Japan and
China, the United States would put the Far East
on & money economy like our own, and hold over
both China and Japsn the threat of withdramml
for any fallure to comply with the political
provislons of the Joint agresments.




Lo

B. Japan would grant & cosplate Open Door provided
ghe received similur treatment from other Far
Eastern countries. Ghe would write a Heclprocsl
Trade Treaty with the United States allowing free
entry of certaln besic commodities, heavy machinery,
eto. Cotton and agricultural surpluses would be
simllerly sccepted and could metunlly be bought
by both China snd Japun under the menstary arrange-
ment mbove mentloned.

Because of the domestlic sltustlons, any such arrangement
would have to be presented to the Japanese end Chinese people
&g & falt acoompli. Meantime, merely to Indleate that such a
gettlement 1s possible i to put power in the hands of the
Conservative slerent in Jupen and give them confidence to proceed.

A reprapentative of Preslient Roopevelt eould be intro-
duced, with the full knowledge of Mr. Grew, to work out, with
the utmost spesd and secrecy, in cooperstlon with the controlling
elscente in Japan, inelwdlng the Faperor, such an agreement an
would bring mome order in the Far Eapt, &nd put within the power
af Pregldent Foosevelt the opportunity to ismunize the Paciflco
for st least three years.

The Jupanese peopls who now despalr of Amerlcan friend-
ship would welcose thls ag the greatest beom to thelr nationnl
1ife and security, for which the Japsnese would sserifice anything
exceopt thelr Fur Esstern positlon. The representative of the
President should be someone whom he knows and trusts intlmetely;
gomecns who will be spprised fully of Amerlcan aims in the Far
Esst; someons who ls keenly aware that the Gercans will attempt
ruthlesaly to prevent any American-Jupanese agresncnty und sone-
ons who will not attrsot attantion as an official mesber of our

State Dopartzent.

If President foosevelt mcta to lnvestigate this possi-
bility, we would be willing to cooperste with his representative
far the pafegusrding of the Jepenese officisls, snd the verliflca-
tion of their statementa.




FuF = Sam

The Aszbareafor 1n the Soviet Unlon (Steinhepdt) to the Seerstary
of Btete, Moscow, Kerch 24, 1581, For the Presifent, Secratery,
and Tnder Sporetany,

Beletes hie dlsueralone with roving Jn{lnrln Enbaesedar,

Hatwuoke end dlncurnen his imprersione of Eltler, Bibbentrop,
snd Jepanare mime anf poliesies in China.

SEE: Forelyn Belat'sne of the United States, 1901, ¥ol. IV
== Wiy Wer East, vages 9ZL9ZE.  — ;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 1, 1340.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

You and the Seoretary should
answer this telegrem from Bullitt
reviving the subject of Nr. Beck.

r. D. n.
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