COLTENDATIONS OF VAJOR CENERAL PARKER'S SUPEIORS

20, General alin Cralg, Chief of Staff of the Army, (Continued)

December 11, 1935, you returned to the United States via the Suez Canal,
arriving in this country ebruary 25, 1936, and assuming comnand of the
1st Division, Fort Hamiltom, lew York, to larch 28, 1936, during which
poriod you temporarily commanded the Second Corps Area, Uovernors Islend,
Tew York, from larch 1 %o 28, 1836, You were then ordered to Fort Gam
Houston, Texas, cormanding the Eighth Corps frea to the date of your
retirement.

"Me records of the Viar Department show that you are & rraduate of:

Cavalry School, Saumur, France = 1904

French Vier College = 1921
eneral Staff School - 1923
Army Var College - 1924

"he records also show that the lonorary Degree of Doctor of Lews
wes conferred upon you by:
University of South Carolina - 1927;
1ichigen State College of Apriculture and Applied Science = 1933,
tvou were awarded the followling decorations by the United States:
The Distinguished Sepvice vedal, with citation reading:
‘For exceptionally meritorious and distinpuished services.
He commanded, with marked distinction, the 18th United States
Infantry. Later, as brigade commander, he exhibited qualities
of rare leadership, superb courage, and umisual initiative.
Finally he cormanded the 1st Division in the Argonne Offensive
in the auturm of 1918, where he showed himself to be a skilled
leader of marked ability.'
The Silver Star lledal, with Oak Leaf Cluster, with the following
citations:
For distinpuished conduet in advancing rapidly and eapturing
and holding, promptly and surely all objectives assigned to it
(18th Infantry) while sustaining heavy losses during the advence
from July 18-22, 1218, inclusive.'
tfor distinguished leadership, courage and skill in cormanding
the First Infantry Erigade during the attack West of the lleuse
from Ooctober 1-11, 1618, Ceneral Parker executed all orders
with desh and loyalty and wes constantly teking measures to
gvercome the enemy's resistance, to conserve his cormand and
to reaoh his objectives.'
"Iy addition thereto, you were awarded the following foreign
decorations:
order of NMilitary Verit (Cube)
Cormander of the Legion of Homor (Frence)
Croix de Guerre with three Palms (France )
Cormander of the Order of the Crown (Belgium)
Chancellor, Order of Polonis Restituta, with Diploma (Poland)
order of the Crown of Italy {grand Cross)
order of the Liberator (Enight) (Venezuels)
order of St. Olav (Commander, lst Class) (Norway)
"you were owarded the insignia in gold of the George Weashington
Distinguished Service Order by the Chicape George Washington Zi-
centennial Commission for outstanding meritorious service rendered
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa L

Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Politieal,

Dr. John Hethaway Spencer, 28 year old American, has been ep-
pointed as an assistant to Mr. Colson, the financial adviser to the
Ethiopian Government., Dr. Spencer will act in political matters,

Four BEritish destroyers have arrived at Pireeue, port of the
City of Athens, Greece. Three British destroyers are at Poros
Islend in the Gulf of Aegina, across the Gulf from Athens. Since
the beginning of this controversy the British have sent destroyers
on visite to Greek waters and no particular eignificance is attached
to this visit of destroyers.

Eccnomic,

Sanctionist nations have been retalisted upon by Itely in the
form of cancellation of Itelisn contracts held by foreipgn opera
singers.

An oil pipe line 46 miles long and having a cepacity of 1,000
tons of crude o¢il per dey has been completed between Itelian leased
0il wells near Beret with the semport of Valona, Albanie. The first
tenker left Valona for Itely with 4,152 tons of crude oil on January
7, 1938,

Military.

The official Italian war communique for January 7 stated "Noth-
ing to report on the Eritrean and Someliland fronts."

A regular army division of Alpine troops has departed from
Naples in two contingents of 4,000 and 2,500. It is expected that
these troops will be better eble to stand the high altitude of



Ethiopin than the Itelimn troopas mow in the area and that thase
Alpine troope will be better trained to mest existing mountein
warfere conditiona.

FH st
F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, Gensral Staff,
Assletant Chief of Siaff, J-2.
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WASHINOTON, D.C

Jamary 10, 19386,

MEUORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Itale-Ethiopima Controversy.

Eolitiesl.

The British Covermment in Malta issued departation orders om
Jenuary 9 against six Italians, on charges of engaging in aciivities
prajudicial to tha intsrsets wnd safety of the fortress.

A nows despatch from Roms states thet the palice guard at the
American Embassy and Censulate was strengthened on Jasunry 9 fo elght
mon instaad of the two usually on duty. The mction taken was de-
glarsd to be precautionary.

From Belgrada it is reported that & large nusber of Italimns,
entimeted at 2,000, has migrated to Yugoslavias, to escepe Itelian
military servize. Two hundred additionsl refugees are sald to have .-
crossed into Germany recently. The total rumber of German speiking
refugess from Italisan Tyrel who have migrated to Jormany in the past
six months numbsrs about 1,200.

A communique issued in Rome danied the reports of o mutiny
among Alpine troops and attacked the Reuters news sgency. The som-
sunique included the following sentance, “The continued putting ints &
circulation of falsshoods dishomors this British nmews agency and is
not caleulated to isprova the atmosphers between our naticns.®

Military.

The German Hed Crops ansounced ite intentliom to dispatch to
Ethiopia a large supply of medicines, ambulances, tents and bandages.

Hoavy rains with low ceiling over all of Ethicpla have im-
mobilized the Italisn land and air forces. 8

gﬁf“_é.,,fdh
F. H. LINCOLH,
Golonel, General Staff,
Aosistant Chiel of S5taff, -2,




SUMMARY OF MILITARY SITUATION, JANUARY OTH

The halting of offensive operations in
Ethiopia pending the attempt to end the campaign by the so-called
Hoare-Laval deal has had serious conseguences in the military
campaign, as the defensive attitude on both fronts was so ap-
parent that the Ethioplans have seized the initiative. The con-
sequent small successes which resulted will make them very much ;
more difficult to handle when the Italians again attempt to re-
sume operations.

Northern Front. The position of Marshal Eadoglio here
has suffered considerably from an assumption of the defensive.
The atteck of the garrison at Mai Tinchet with the practical
wiping out of about & battelion there was Tollowed by similar at-
tacks on the Askari columns operating in the Temblen with further
successes. The result has been a withdrawal from the Tembien
region and from the extended line on the Takazzi River in order
to shorten the lines and strengthen outlying detachments. Any
of fensive now directed at Amba Alagi will be severely harassed
from both the Tembien and Saloa districts.

Southern Front. The situation of General Graziani,
which was characterized previously by a lack of reinforcements in
men and material,has been improved by the addition to his force
of the Tevero Facist Division, but his military position is not as
favorable due to the approach of large columns of Ethioplan troops
on his left flank and consequent spreading of his force over a
wide front. The report thet Graziani will receive further re-
inforcements in men does not seem reasonable due to the extreme
difficulty of supplying large forces over the long line from Moga-
discio and the unfavorable prospect for a drive into Ethiopia from
the south.

The reported orders for African service to the
Alpine troops 1s very probably aimed at getting forces of doubtful
loyalty out of the country. Thile this is in line with previous
details to Africa, if concurrent reports on disaffection are true,
the policy is becoming increasingly difficult to follow.

=

Conclusions., The African situation of the Italians from
a military standpoint is now at its lowsst point and can only be
remedied by a determined aggressive offensive that will involve not
only good generalship but first plass work on the part of the troops.

- MORE -



The ability of ths Itallans to penstrate to 4ddis Absba prior
to the summer reins is practically nil and if the campaign here
ig to be used ms a factor in the political situntion it would
indients that Mussolini will sither quit his veature in some
wey or fight the League within the next two months.

hs Da 8.
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WASHINCTON, D.C \

January 11, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Political

The reports of Italian air bombardment of Red Cross units in
Ethiopia have resulted in universal condemnation of Italian action.
The harmful effect on Italy of an antagonistic public opinion through-
out the world has greatly outwelghed any poseible benefits from a
military point of view that could mccrue to Italian arms in Ethiopia.

While antagonizing the world at large, these bombings have
resulted in a passive hostility in Sweden and the registering of a
formal protest by the Egyptian Government. To date, reports allege
the Italian bombing of three Red Cross unitss one Swedish and two
Egyptien. Official demial of thess reports Ly Rome, are published
but not featured by the press.

The Washington Post of January 11 states that Italian lenguage
newspapers and an organization known as the "Frlends of Italy in
America," have started a cempalgn of propaganda in the United States.

Identical protests to be forwarded to the State Department are
being circulated. The protest reads:

"I protest againet American association with League
of Nations sanctions activities, I protest agminst
statements of membera of the pressnt Administration in
Washington showing cooperation with the schemes of the
British Government es regarde saenctions and embargoes.

I protest againet our Government meddling with European
sanctions and embargo policies.®

Military.
Therse is no change in the military situation in Ethiopia,

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Asaistant Chief of Staff, G-2.



WAR DEPARTMENT
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MILITARY iMTELLIGFNESE BDIVIEION OG-8

WASHINGTON, D.C ]

January 13, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Itamlo-Ethiopian Controversy.

gonomic.

The London Daily Telegravh of December 27, 1935, reporis a
$25,000,000 increass in the gold holdings of the Bank of France,
the gold coming mostly from Itely. This is another instance of
Italy's vanishing gold reserves. The Bank of Itely suspendsd pub-
lication of the amount of its gold ressrves on October 20, 1935,
and since that date no reliable figure on Italy's gold holdings
hes been mads publie.

In Egypt, the construction of 50 miles of railroad, extending
the rails westward on the Alexandria-Fuks line, to Matruh, is going
on at & rapid pace. This line parallels the coast toward the
Libyan border and the extension is estimated to cost the Egyptian
Govarnmant about $900,000.

Military.

The "Little Rains" or January rainy semson in Ethiopia began
unusually early this year. This ralny semson normally lasts from
six to sight weeks. In May or June the rains begin again and last
until October.

With only a few weeks between rainy seasons remaining for his
campaizn it is doubtful whether Genernl Bodeglio, the Italian com-
mander in East Africes, will be able to hold any Ethioplan territery
south of Adowa.

Thirty-five hundred Italien troope on two stesmers sailed from
Naples for Esst Africa on Jenuary 12, 1936.

Colonel, Gensral Staff,
Assistant Chief of S5taff, G-2.
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January 14, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Italeo-Ethieplen Controversy.

Political,

Although Mussolini has besn quoted as prosising: (1) that
he would mot withdraw froe the League of Nations even if oil sanc-
tions are invoked and, (2) that he would not attsck Great Britain;
the British continue precautionary measurss for the protection of
vitel areas in the Mediterrunean.

The British Admirslty announced that the Home Fleet is to
arrive at Arosa Bay, Spain, on January 17 for five days' maneuvers.
The fleet will ther leave for Gibrnlter so as to arrive there on
Junuary 24. Units of the floot will resain in the vicinity of
Fibraltar indefinitely.

Military.

Major Norman E. Fisks, Aseistent U. 5. Military Attache in
Rome, is to leave soon for East Africa., Attaches from Austrias,
Hungary end Jepan will sleo be suthorized to visit the Itelian
front.

Marshel Bedoglic reported on January 13 to Rome that slr
patrols had reconnoitersd the Danakil ares and were active over the
rempining Eritrean fromt.

F.: H. LINCOLN ,
Colonsl, General Staflfl,
Aspistant Chief of Steff, G-2.

o
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WASHINGTOMN, D.C

;. iﬁ} January 15, 1336,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF
Subjactt Tha Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

liticml.

Tha publisation of unemployment gtatistics has besn suspandad
by the Italian suthorities. (Notification in British Ministry of
Labor Ouzatts, Decsmbar 1935.)

The Ttalian of ficial Jazetts on January 13, 1936, provides for
an sxtra approprimtion of 640,000,000 lire ($51,392,000) to cover
military expenses in East Africa.

A British warship squadron consisting of the bettlashipe Hel-
son and Rodney, sircraft carrier Furlous, crulser Cairo, and 15 de-
strayers left England January 14 for the vielnity of Gibraltar,

Flast units withdrawn from the Meditarransan to Home stations
ineluds the bettls cruiser Hood, battlaship Ramillies, and cruisers
Orion and Neptune.

Economic,

¥r. Wolter Runciman, President of the Britlieh Board of Trade,
is raported by the Internstional News Servics to have stated that
Italian oil suppliss were now sufficient to leet through the next seven
montha.

Military.

Of the 105 nawspaper correspondents formerly at Addis Ababa
thars remain caly 14 news writers and 3 photographars. Thers ars &
correspeondents at Dessie. A musber of correspondents formarly at
Harar have left that sity, many having returned to their homes, In
all thare remain only sbout 25 sorrespondents out of the largs numbar
who rushed to Ethdopin in Octobar 1933.



Rain is reported over the north of Ethiopin, with clearing
sky in the southern arsa, parmitting alr reconnalssence,

iz
F. H, LINCOLH,
Colomel, Seneral Staff,
Assistant Chiaf of Staff, 0-2.
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| January 15, 1836.

LEMORANDUM FOR:
THF. SECRETARY OF AR

I hove your letter of Junmuery thizteanth in reogard
+o additional aireraft., I fully rezlize the shortage caused
by fellure of appropriations prier to 1933. Also, I realize
that the omount provided in the budget will net serve much
moTe than e replacement progros for lanes of great age which
wunt be immediately scrapped.

However, I wish vaou ond the Chlel of Staff would
censider tha situation from two anzlen., First, the additicn
o2 nearly five hundred new plonss o year for eaveral years
%111 definitely increasc the toizl nuwdber towerds the
nhjeotive, though the lncrease will be slower than that
proposed by the Army, For inctance, the immediate scrapping
of old planes will materlially decreasc L3 S0On As WO get rid
of those purchased prior %o 1933. The new planes since that
duta can contlmie on the active 1list for eomn yearc to come,
Becond, the amount of inorensed appropristions for the Ammy
and ¥avy have mounted cach yeer durine the past three yoars
ta cuch an extent that it is unwise, Zvom the point of view
of the national finonees, mnd, incidentally, from the point
of view of public opimisn, for me to recommend additional

tnereases over those cuntained in the budget.

In repard to aiveraft, however, it is cosantial,
ta my judsaent, that more complete plans be lald for in-
areased production in the event of war and also that the
nrivate menufacturers Le cpeeded up an goetunl contruct con—
struation, I recognize tha necespary deley insident to
teating of the now types — in other words, the trial planao.
Thoa the production order ls given, however, Lt takea Tar
tgo long %o got deliverissg, luch onn ba accomplished by
desnnding quicker delivary. :

W
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The President,

The White Houce.
Daar Lr. Preaident.

Since my return frou the Oricat I hsvoe found a trescndous
interost on the part of the press, the jublic and sesbers of
Congross concernlng the atsle of piraraft in ths Arny Alr Corps.
Furthermore my visit to the Philipiines piforded xe an opportunlty
to confirm my understendiag of the oliustlion. I therefose dealre
to place before rou certoin facts shich I feel should e in your
posarssion In any future sonsidesntion of this very important
patter shich may be oscesloned by any action of the Conprens.

You aro awsre of the zany investig:tlonso rolative to willtary
aviation whish have taken pluce in the past, You will rerall that
the Alroraft st of 10%8, eaacted es o result of govoral couprehens
give lavestiz.ticns, provided foc a strength of elighteon hundred
(1823) airplones in the Amie Air borps. This figure wes saleed ta
tueaty-theee hundred tuenty (2220) by beoth the Drus and Doker Coarda
and substantlated as & res-onsble and deairetle fligure hy your ro=
cont Federnl dvinticn Comuisslon.

Deanite the thoroughly conciderod and casefully d-nwn conclu-
glons of the ehove liated guthoriiles on the neweds of nationol do-
fonse the A=y Air Corps ic not within aevoral handred airplenes of
tho loser figure of eightsen hundred (1800) end has ue prospect of
arriving at this figure on the basls of cppropriatlons as nade in
paat yeurs or contezplated unders buadget figucen as ppproved for the
figeel year 1857,

I wish to meke it slosr that the precont shortege of alrplrnes
{n not due w2 conditloas of recent orlgin tut to falluve of the Gon=
firecs to provide adequute funds over & pe-ied of yearc prior 1o 1954,
The Chief of the Air Corpa regulasly recosnended tho appeoprintion of
adeguate funds fov replazesent and naintenanse of airzraft, Funda
were not foctheoning in nea rly the arountc nesessary with the result
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that & rost drestie sitastion ccmurcrd in tha perled froz 1024 to
1928, Tho lnitlation of the Five=lcer Atp darga Drogres parsueit
to the &t of Jenprews of July ¥, 1800, with cn olilvaws ohjestive
of elghtesn husdrod (1000) sioplaauz, provided a seasteustive hasi
for copting the needs of the Air Uorpe il ool 1% heea syl Sohe
alatently ‘would undoublosly hove cesalted in pfaper eguiprent for
the Avay Ale Corps. DUt sdequcle Dumis wurg not Tosthepsling and
Lhe Air Carps Lo soodequontly now sppraml stely feur ,pusn hehind
it: provwe gl ol nos alrarelt oo pxttaislated under it Flve-
Teur Progon.. Thiv fags, seupled with abmesoal looses nued Aated
br wha obusclusscasw and censu wativn of o inga continued in vore
vice boyond dhale norcal, ced3 pwesating 1ifo, hos segnifiad the
eritioal cituntica %0 & dagoue sequl ~ing ewlre.o acticn I the Lco=
seat unsatiol atory cltuntien wilk rosgect Lo the aquijnent of the
Ar=y Ar Covpe end ke Gemsral Heedousstara Alw Porca da to bo core
rostsd or t9 e provented lron bacooung BOSTH.

Tha coowdy la tbe peevizien of sdeguata funss to eeka up
the daftelensy of olrosnft, therehy placing; the fhr dompE In a
poaitloa whoco only Ffunds £ anngal sepluso.ent will
conpliered Lhrrealtor, Sp rvone s oatition, whith iz o,
hf £y Chial af 't._l__ff’ ta thot nrovianlon Tt snte Cor the procuscrant
of elpht hund-wd (BI9) airplanes pod jenr fo0 A perlod af thovs
fonci, fush & plsa wlil ast oall joindt of 1l ordorly s offi=
clont unbuilding of the dmey Ll Sovpe bub, vhat Lo werr iy 11 f=
cent frog tha oint of vien of enmssany, w111 pessit the re-ucerent
af ench trre of sieplane v suth guentliied ad to i oy
shamids the unli 9t oves thew It will bo on Lho bRols af procar=
ing alrploues fa ppprecinbly o alle* guantltian,

Pha nroprat sghllted by the var Deparetoent to vhe Buceny
of Lhu Durget wee beced upen the nbove auilined plen end vt red
for vhe fleorl vour 1067 the ouprascinblon rhont emo huncsod
oipht =illion toll-ru (Z100,000,500) Lfor the 7 bir Corpu, In
prrining this Figues tiv e should Le tiken inta nrcaunt tho faot
thut onls e nort of bt weald sotueily be dovaled ta the aromyrcoent
of alrglunus, ns thu tatel savers the aeocs of tos aboy Me Garpa,
{nalurdng “olntenczes of (Lupes in ovevtw and of Flying fMulde,
flying inetruvtlen, wapecioental,research snd Inboratar: eari aod
all otler oxpenditaoos laslfental be aateciel, Lis'ulog Digured
rocplyee fro. the suceny of thoe iadget iude nceessery oo roviolon
af thlc proges . vnd 1L 18 now BBl led it enly sporexi=ately
Four ol TL0W=aavan (4£7) =lvplenos onn be argeaeed undar
th'n lettar jropci o This musber of elvpleaca alll larely replace
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loczes for thet yeur onu, vheress this veulo e nlecuntis nore the
Alr Corpa nt full otreugth, it 'oroits of no alleviztlon of the
eriticul condition now e sting us to shotnpes,

You will be pleased to iow thet sunh new siresatt ng
&r0 now belng prouused shud warzed fup=ove eata in gpecd and
other pocforience charnaterlotioe cnd that the zoupatitive pro-
cure..eut provedure now ln operatica io effertively fostering sucsh

inprovezents ea well us apeeding up the delivory of sicaraft to
the kriy Alr Corpa,

Agopootfally youra,

GEOo. H. DERN
Cecretury of Vep,
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p= WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEFARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
‘l' MILITARY IMTELLIAFNCE BDIVESION G-0

\ WASHINCTON, D.C

%

Jamuary 16, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF1

Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Political,

The political news of the day consists wholly of rumors.
bkmong these are the following:

The British Cabinet is said to have instructed its Foreign
Secretary, Mr, Eden, to sound out the opinion of other nationa, at
the January 20 meeting of the League of Nations Council, on the sanc-
tions question and not to take any determined stand for an oil sanc-
tion at this time.

At Geneva 1t is rumored that an effort will be made to aveid
the question of oil sanctions by appointing a League Commiseion to
study the Italo=Ethiopian dispute on Ethiopian territory. This would
delay a definite decision on further sanctions for at least a month,.

From Paris it is reported that the French are negotiating
with Great Britain for a loan of four billion francs. This loan, if
made, it is assumed will be applied to the French extraordinary mili-
tary budget of about six and one half billion francs, all of which is
to be covered by a loan.

Military,

Fighting has occurred on the southern front in the vicinity
of Dolo with both sides claiming a victory.

The Australian Red Cross has announced its willingness to
send a complete unit, with four doctors and ten orderlies, to Ethiopia
and is prepared to send fundes and Red Croses esquipment to the Italiamns,

Funde for a second British Red Crooe unit have been raised in
England by public subscriptionm.

A
F., H, LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
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CONFIDERTEM,

MEMORANDIM FOR
Miss M. A. LeHand, Secretary to the President.

I have shown this to the Secretary, and
return all papers herewlth.

/A

H- Lo “ﬂltl

Frank) . Ioceevelt Library

U GLA\.GEHED
DOD DIR. sz00.9 (s/27/58)

Date- 2 —(7-3 7

Sigoatore- (2220 o/ "L/&:"



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 15, 1936,

YEMORANDUM FOR
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

I hope the president

telked with you ghout thie this

morning. At any rate, he told
put it in an envelcpe and

m & U(-L.“}/

M, A. Le Hand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

me to

gend it to you.



WAR DEPARTMENT Ve
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
In reply reffer ta -

BLANS ... e s Decembsr 20, 1935,
—SECRET—

MEMORANDIM for the Secretary of War:

SUBJECT: Future policy of the United States rezarding
retention of naval bases in the Philippines
after independence.

Since my return to Washington I have heard considerable discussion
of the above subject. The views that I have heard expressed are gen-
erally in favor of an early ennouncement of our intentions regarding the
retention of navel bases after independence. I am accordinzly attaching
hereto for ready refersnce a copy of a memorandum of this Bureau, dated
February 2, 1934, which, it will be noted, records a sumary of the re=
sulta of & conference relative to the above subject which was held in
the Office of the Secretary of War at the time the reenactment of Phil-
ippine independence legislation was under consideration. The office no-
tetion therson shows the mction taken by you at that time.

The Independence Act (Sec. 19(b)) permits two years after independ-
ence "for the adjustment and settlement of all guestions relating to
Havel Reservetions and fueling staticns of the United States in the Fhil-
ippine Islands and pending such adjustments and settlement the matter of
Naval Reservations and fueling stations shall remain in its present status."
This leaves the matter in a state of uncertainty as to what course the United

. States may elect to follow after independence. The nature of any amounce-

ment to be made and the time of making it are not matters with which this
Bureau is particularly concerned.

Although matters relating to defense measures in the Philippine Is-
lands are not the direct concern of this Bureau, in view of the fact that
I wae yresent at the conference referred to above, I am taking the liberty
of adding a brief statement of my views relative to the protection of our
national interests in the Philipprine Islands after independence ia estab-
lished.

It must be recognized that there are alwaya possibilities of clashes
in the Western Pacific in which we might become involved sc long as we have
povereign interestes thers. However, when these sovereign interests are term-
inated there would appear to be nc earthly reason for the United States ever
to become involved in a major war in the Western Pacifie. Thie statement ia,
of course, based con the mssumption that no nation of sound mind would allow
itself to become engaged in a seriocus war that does not involve protection
of vital interests. Certainly the United States will have no vitel inter-
cate in the Western Pacific after withdrawal of sovereignty from the Fhil-

ippine Islands.




0f course we will continue to have importent trade interests there
with ell orientel countries, ineluding the Fhilippines, but thers would
appear to be no greater need to retain navel bases in the Philippine Is-
lands because of trade interests than to Lave similar beses in the Med-
iterranean or other areas in which we have trade interests. e will con-
tinue under the competitive conditions of world trade to secure such shars
of the oriental trade &s may be possible between nations in friendly re=-
lations with each other.

Upon withdrawal of United States sovereignty from the Fhilippines in
1946, 1t would seem to be matter of wise poliey to withdraw entirely to
the Hawailen defense line. In the event this course should be decided up-
on, it is believed our dsfense plans ought to be based upon the defense of
tils line with no mejor movements beyond it contemplated. Thise would not
exclude plans for extending cperations beycnd thet line as supplemental
to its defense, but would exclude any mejor movements. The development of
plans to meet this strategic errangement would be in amccord with & poliey
of national defense based upon the protection of our vital interests and
not designed for military szgression into diatimt parts of the world wherse
non-vital intereats only are involved.

Section 11 of the Independence Act requests the Fresident "at the earl-
iest practiceble date, to enter into negotietions with foreign powers with
a view to the conclusion of a treaty for the perpetuasl meutrealization of
the Philiprine Islanda****", Should this government decide to take action
in accordance with this provision of the law, en early decleration as to the
intentions of the United States regarding the retentiomn of naval bases in
the Islends after independence would eppear to be appropriate.

. 73&443:21_

REED F. COZ,
Chief of Bureau.

1l Inel:
Copy memo.

l-'rfnk;_:. o loosevelt Library
DECLAEGIFIED

DOD DIR. s200.5 (s/27/58)
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Decembor £0, 1935,

e

EIMOHANUIM for the Secretary of War:

SUBJECT: Future poliey of the United dtates regarding
rotention of navel bases in the Fhilippineas
alter independence.

Singe my return to lmshington I have Leard eonsiderable discussion
of tie sbove subject. The views that I have heard expressed mre gen-
erally in favor of an sarly ennouncement of our intentions regarding the
retention of navel bases ufter independence. 1 am socordingly attaching
liereto for reedy refersnce s gopy of n memorandum of this Buresu, dated
February 2, 1934, which, it will be noted, records & summary of the re-
sults of n conference relative %o the sbove subject whish wae held in
the Offiee of the Segretary of War &t the time the reensctment of Phil-
ippine independence leglalation was under considerntion. The office no-
tation tiercon shows the motion taken by you at that time,

The Independence iot (Seg. 19(bj) permits two years after independ-
enge "for tue adjustuent snd settlement of sll guestions relating to
Heval Reservetions and fueling stetions of the United States in tue Phil-
ipiine Islands and pending suck adjustments and settlesent the matter of
liaval Heservations and fueling stations ghall remain in ites present status.”
Tole leaves the matter inm a state of ungertainty as to what course the United
dtates may elect to follow after independence. The nature of any amounce=
mont to be made and the time of making 1t are not matters with whiok this
Bureau is partioulsrly concerned.

iltbough satters relating to defense measures in the Fhilippine Ie-
lande are not the direet conscern of this Bureau, in view of the fact that
I was present at the confersnce roferred to above, 1 am taking the liberty
of adding a brief statement of my views relative to the protesotion of our
netlonal interests in the Vhilippine lalands after independence is estub-
liaked,.

It must be recognized thet there are always poscibilities of clasbes

in the Western PFeeific in which we might become involved so long me we Lave
soverelgn interests therc. lHowever, when these sovereign interests are torm-
inated there would appear to be no earthly reason for the United States sver
to becone involved in & major war in the Westarn Peoifia. This statement is,
of gourse, based on the assumption that no natiom of msound mind would allow
iteelr to become engunced in m serious war that does not iovelve protection
of vitall interests. Certainly the United States will heve mo vitel inter-
eats in tie Western Pecific after withdrawnl of sovereignty from the 'hil-
ippine Islanda.
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Of ecurse we will scmtimue to have important trade lnterssts tiers
with ell oriental countries, inoluding tie hilippines; but thers would
Bppesr %0 be no greater reed to retain navel bases in the Fhiliprine Is-
lands becsuse of trede intorests than to Lave similar beses Iln the Med-
iterransen or oth r areas in which we Lave trede lotereste. e will com-
§.ous under the competitive sonditions of world trade to mecure sush shars
of tus criental trode as may be poscible betwson mations in friendly re-
lations with sach other.

Upen withdrawel of United ltates soversimmty from the 'hilippines in
1946, 1% would seem to be matter of wise poliey to withdraw wntirely to
tie lnwailan defense line. In tLe svent thils eourss should be dsolded up-
on, 1% is believed ocur defoemse plans ought to be based upon the defemss of
tils line with 0o major movemsnks beyond Lt conterplated. This would mot
sxclude plans for extending opermtions heyond that line ms supplemantal
to ita defense, but would exolude maoy sajor movesents. The development of
rlans to mect this strategle arrangement would be In secord with a poliey
of national defense bamsd upon the proteetion of our vital inkerests snd
not designed for milisary aggression into dlatant parts of t.e world suere
pep=vital frterests only wre involved,

Secklom 1l of the Independsnce Ack reqguests t.o [resident "at the sarl=-
lsat prectiesble date, to snter Into nagotddtions with foreign powers with
a view to ths ecnolumion of & treaky for the perpetual meutrelization of
the PRilip ine lalepdg® """, Jhould this govermment ‘ecids to take mstion
in socordswos with thie provislem of whe law, an sarly desclorstion as to the
intentlons of the Unitcd States reparding the retention of maval bases in
the Ielands after independemge would appsar to be appropriate.

CREED F, 00X,
Chief of Puresu.

1 Insl:
Capy mamb.
oL | W B 1 I'Lh

YUl Lin. szo0.9 (9/27/88)
Date- 2-17=57

Signature- MVI@‘“




—

DECLASSIFIED
BOD DiR. s200.9 (s/27/88)
pate- 1-17-59 _
womre ot % Jpies



Pn'- -

WAR DEPARTMENT
BUREAL OF INSULAR AFFAIRS
WATHINGTON

February 2, 1924,

MEORAMNDUM for the Secretary of War:

SUBJECT: Hawes-Cutting Act - provisions reletive to mili-
tary and other reservetions.

The following is & brief summry of the results of the conference held
in your office on the aftermoon of February 1, 1934, on the above subject, at
which there were present, the Secretary of War, the Acting Secretary of the
lavy, the Chief of Staff, the Chief of Naval Operations and the Chisf of the
Bureau of Insular Affairs.

Both the representatives of the War Department and of the Kavy Depart-
mant expressed the following views to which all agreed relative to the pm-
visions of the Aet as to militery and other ressrvations (Sections 5 and 10).

l. That if and when complete independence becomes effective
in the Philippine Islands, the Unitad States military and naval
forces should be entirely withdrawn therefrom and that military
and other reservations should be sbeandoned.

2+ That insofar es the War and Navy Departments are concerned,
there would be no objection to the eliminetion of these provisions
from the Acot.

The belief was expressed that such omission would reslly improve the Aot by re-
moving ons of the objectionable features. It was stated that neither the War
or Navy Departments had anything to do with writing these provisions into the
hct, The view was expressed that the provision was writtem in by Senator Hawes
to quiet international discussion of our proposed withdrewel from the Islends
and that should this feature be now removed, international discussion of the
question might be expected.

The Joint Board on different occasions, over a period of several years,
has gone on record as opposed to independence, such action being considered
detrimental to the best interssts of the United States.

The Chief of Navael Operations pointed out in connectios with the prospec-
| tive independence of the Philippine Islands and consequent withdrawal of United
| States forces from that area that it might be necessary to restate our poliecy
|relative to trade in the west.rn Pacific. This, of course, 1s & matter that
\would heve to be considered by the State Department.

v



RS

_fox On 4April 10, 1930, before the passage of the Hawes-Cutting Act, the
Joint Board made the following recommendations:

8. That the Philippine Islands should remain in status
quo.

b. In case independence is granted to the Philippine Is=-
lands it should be entirely; we should not retain military
and navel reservations and assume obligations to guarantee
sovereignty of the Philiprine Islands.

2. In case of complete independence,at the termination
of a fixzed time period to be devoted to the adjustment of
relations between the two countries,there should not be any
decresase in the Army or Navy strength until the termination
of this time period and the recognition of the Philippine

Islands as an independent country,

¥
Chief of Bureau.

L e L R T

& s Frsaedtmet
The Secretary of War stated verbally, the essentisl decisions
noted in this document; the two marked paragraphs were read to the
Fresident. (See memo, attached, dated Feb. 2, 1934).

Franklin p, Roogaval ¢ Library
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WASHINCTON, D.C

January 20, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subjectas The Italo-Ethiopien Controversy.

Politicsl,

The League of Nations Council meets in Geneva to-day
(Jen. 20, 1936). One of the problems to be discussed is the Italo-
Ethiopisn controversy, but the probable line of ection to be edopted
by the League has not been made public.

It was announced in Rome that

"Itely has remained in the League (despite penal-
ties) because she desires to adhere to the principle of
collective security and to foster European peace. She
is eager to continue her contributions through collabo-
ration for peace.

"Our program in Esst Africa is ebsolutely neces-
sary, since our colonies are constantly threatened and
menaced. The matter is entirely colonial. Once the sa-
curlty of our colonies is esteblished Italy will devote
her full energies in increased measure to advancing
European peace."

Economic,

A radio news despatch from Milan, Italy, to the New York
Herald Tribune states that the League of Nations economic boycott
has struck a heavy blow at Italisn industry. Roughly 60 to 70 per
cent of Italy's foreign markets are lost and production has been re-
duced to about 60 per cent of normsl, Internal consumption is de- V/
creasing and the cost of living has ircreased from 10 to 15 per cent,
with wages remaining stationary.

Even under these adverse conditions it is estimated that
Italy can continue to withstand the strain imposed by the present
sanctions for & peried of 12 to 18 montha,



il

Military.

There ie no change in the military situation in Ethiopia.
An Italian communique of January 18 steted that the Ethicplan dead
around Dole totaled 5,000, In Rome the Dolo fight of last week was
described as "a great victory, but not e decisive battle of the war."

From Addis Ababe it is reported that the Italian statement
of Ethiopian casualties is greatly exaggerated,

74

B‘y F. Hs LINCOIN,
ﬁunel, General Staff,
Assistant Chisf of Staff, G-2,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Pﬂ 111@“1 .

Through & memorandum from Great Britain the League of Nations
on January 22 disclosed detalls of a mutual assistance pact by the
terms of which Great Britain, France, Turkey, Greece and Yugoslavia

agree to fight together to resist any attack by Italy as a consequence &~

of sanctions against her. It was also stated that the other members of
the Little Entente (Czechoslovakia and Rumenia) approve Yugoslavia's
participation in the mutual assistance pact and will stand behind her.
Special interest was attached to the reply of France regarding the mu-
tual mssistance agreement. The French declared that "their support of
Great Britain is assured fully and in advance" in the event of an at-
tack on Britein by Italy because of British collaboration in interna-
tional action undertaken by the League. France also informed the Leagus
that her arrangements with Itely do not go beyond the score of common
obligations publicly assumed by all members of the League. It was
stated authoritatively that Spain was not invited to participate in the
pact,

Military,

Two steamships departed from Naples on January 22 and January 23,
carrying a total of 2,500 troops to East Africa.

The Italians are active again in the Tembien area. This is
regarded as the forerunner of a renewed Italian advance in this area in
the near future.

The Italians report the cepture of Neghelli, a town about
230 miles west of Dolo on the River Dawa, on Jamuary 20, or eight days




after the start of the offensive in this area. The advance has there-
fore averaged about 30 miles per day. The Italian units involved are
reported to be armored fighting vehicles (light tanks and armored
cars) followed by motorized infantry. The Italians claim that the
rapidity of their advence is proof that all opposition to this advance
has been crushed.

Countering the Italian reports are despatchas from Addie
Ababa to the effect that the Ethiopien Commender Has Demtdd, with about
25,000 men, has withdrawn northeast of Neghelli into the rougher foot-
hills where armored fighting vehicles will have greater difficulty in
advencing against him,

This advance by the Italians has been of political walue
in Rome whers it has been heralded as & great victory. From a mili-
tary point of view it appears to be of doubtful value to-the Italians
for it will require a large part of General Graziani's force of 70,000
men to hold this area of little strategic value and will therefore
interfers with a future advance on Harar.

F. Ho LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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WASHINCTON, D.C L

\ January 24, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

CONOm1c «

On Jenuary 22, 1936, the League of Nations Council Committee of
eighteen, appointed in the fall of 1935 to deal with sanctions, met
to consider oil senctions ageinst Itely. This committee adopted a
resclution celling for certuin League stetes to appoint experta to
gerve on & committee to exemine the possibilities involved in an oil
embargo. The experts are to be from those states that produce oil or
who control the means of transporting oil. While League member states
do not control oil production, they have & lerge percentage of the oil
transportation fecilities. In 1934 world tonnape in tankers of 1,000
tons and upwards toteled 8,668,000 gross tons owned as follows:

Britein 2,212,000
United States 2,480,000
Norway 1,507,000
All others 2,469,000

Total 8,668,000

A news despetch from Geneve dated January 22 etated:

"The trensportation phase of the question was regarded
as perticularly important because Grest Britein and Scandi-
nevien countries own most of the tenkers which carry oil to
Itely and her colonies, Thus if the League prohibited
transportation of oil to Italy, it was felt it might be
impossible for Itely to obtain sufficient tankers to fill
her requirements even if the United States failed to re-
strict exports.”

Representatives of the Iteliun Government ere reported to be in
the merket for & number of oil tankers, either Scandinavien or Americen.



Military.

North.
There have been clashes between Italian end Ethiopien troops
northwest of Makale. Details are lacking.

Ne further military action is reported in the Dolo ares.
General Graziani is consolidating his position along the River Dawe.

(-~

g F. 1l LINCOLN,
Celonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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Subjects The Italo-Ethiopian Centroversy.

B

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Political.

British arrangements for aid from France, Greece, Turkey, Yugo-
slavia, Czechoslovakia, and Rumania if League of Nations sanctions
should lead to war brought a formal protest from Italy on January 24.
The Itelian memorandum was addressed to all sanctionist and non-sanc-
tionist memberes of the League of Nations and was a reply to a memorandum
presented by the British Foreign Secretary, Anthony Eden, to the sanc-
tione committee of 18 on January 22. In his protest Premier Mussolini
argues that the concentration of the British fleet in the Meditsrranean
Sea and the military negotiations Britain has carried on with various
Mediterranesn States are not only arbitrary acts, contrary to the let-
ter and spirit of the League of Nations covenant, but also useless and
dengerous. Mussolini contends that the sending of the British fleet
to the Mediterraunean was a step for which Britain mmet accept undivided
responsibility. Britain, it is argued, is not a power directly in-
terested in the Italo-Ethioplan conflict and she took her first mili-
tary measures before the beginning of hostilities in East Africa and
before sanctions were even discussed - in other words before Italy was
declared an aggreasor. As to the Italian protest, a press correspond-
ent from Rome states "it hammered one issue to a point - Italy's in-
sistence that if a Mediterranean war ghould come, it would not be a
League war, but a British war against Italy."

Military.

One thousand four hundred and twenty-five Blackshirt troops
sailed from Naples for Africa on January 24. Ships carrying 11,200
ghl.hn troops passed through the Suez Canal in the week ended January
3.

A dispatch from Nairobi, Kenya Colony (British), announced that



380 Italian native troops had crossed the Kenyan border and been
interned.

Dispatches from Rome report an important Italian victory
in the Tembien area where fighting occurred on January 21, 22 and 23.
No details have been made public from official Italian sources.
Newspaper accounts in Rome, however, claim the Ethiopians suffered
hesvy losses, placing the Ethiopian dead at 8,000

On their side, the Ethiopians claim to have killed or
captured 3,000 Italians,

Both reports are probably exaggerated.

Itelian planes bombed Smsa Baneh with one plane forced
down by engine trouble. The four occupants of the plane have been
teken as prisoners.

The Ethiopians claim also that the Italians lost a plana
in the Dolo mrea. Fighting in this ares has subsided.

Ras Desta Demtu, the Ethiopian Commender in the Dolo
area, has not communicated with Addis Ababa for two days. This fact
lends support to the Italian claims that Ras Demiu's modern radio
get has been captured in the Italian advance on Neghelli.

77
F. Ha COLM ,
Gﬂlﬂnﬂl. umﬂﬂl Stl.ff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy,

Folitical and Economic.

There are no developments in the political situation.

The Committee of "experts” appointed by the League Council
to examine the oil sanctions question, is expected to meet in Genava
on February 3,

Militery.
North

A8 a result of last week's fighting both Italian and
Ethiopian capitals were celebrating a victo Ve

In Rome, reports of the action on the northern front
were lacking in essential details and the location of the Italian line
was not stated. The Italians report a loss of 800 Italians and 5,000
Ethiopiane in the series of engagementa,

General Graziana has extended his advance beyond Neghel-
11, with Allata as a probable ocbjective. Allata is approximately 180
miles from Addis Ababa and lies well back in the mountaine, Ras
Desta Demtu has withdrawa to Wadaras approximately 50 miles northwest
of Neghelli where ha is ordered to mmke a stand againet the Italian
advance. Reports indicats that Ras Demtu's forces have been dispersed
and no immediate opposition to Grazlana's forge is anticipated,

Rein and rugged terrain will continue to work for the
Ethiopians,

;_7.{;‘ qu.r_l;l{i\_
rl EI cu,
Colonel, Genaral Staff,
Aspistant Chiaf of Staff, G-2,
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Jeanuary 28, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa

Subject:t The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Political,

Mr, Cormelius Ven H, Engert, First Secretary and Consul
Genaral for tha United States at Addis Ababa, has besn promoted to the
rank of Minister Resident.

Sconomic.

After two months of economie boycott due to international sanc-
tions and after three months' war in Ethiopia, a fair estimate of many
phases of the Italian situation can be made., This estimate ls quoted
from a recent report by an observer in Rome:

"Even without an embargo on oil, ceal, iron, and

cotton the gradual strangling of Italy's trade and the

enormous expense of the stupendous undertaking to

subjugate Abyseinia will surely and certainly bring

Italy to a point where she must abandon the under-

taking or make the best of what peace proposals may

later be offered her. . . . Determined as Mussolini

has been - and still appears to be - to carry through

the Abyssinian project to a finish, it is believed he

had not properly estimated the difficulties to be en-

countered at home or in Abyssinia. Contacts with preass

repregentatives just returned to Rome after 24 days

with the Italian forces in Eritrea lead to the belief

that the half has never been told of the difficulties

of terrain, organization, supply and climate to be

encountered in Abyssinia, to say nothing of the harassing

guerrilla tactics recently begun by the Abyessinianas,

Difficult it may be for the iron-jawed Dictator to say



‘enough', but this he aventually must do by later
sccepting peace terms not to his liking - unless

he elscts to perish and try te pull Europe down with
him in the crash.”

Military.

There are no new developments in the military situetiom.

On the Northern Fromt the position of the Italien line is
still cbacure.

On the Southern Front Graziani's troops have advanced to
Neghelli end any further advence will lengthen his line of com-
munications, now over 180 miles in length, and will place hie
mechanized vehicles in terrain disadvantegeous to this type of

(s

vaf. w. ycoun,
Colonel, General Steff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Italo-Ethiopien Controversy.

Eolitical.

Italy is still awsiting anewers to its protest of January 24
against the mutusl assistance pact sgreed to by Britein, France,
Greece, Turkey snd Yugoslavie. On January 28 there were rumors im
Rome of m possible Italo-German pact to offset the five-power under-
stending. On that day Premier Mussolini conferred with the German
Ambassador to Italy but there was no officisl anncuncement concerning
the possibility of a treaty.

Military.

Skirmishes are reported by Marshal Badoglic but details are
lacking.

A newspaper correspondent, who has been on a three weeks'
tour in Eritrea and northern Ethiopis, returned to Rome with some
rather unfavorable impressions of the war on the northern fromt, He
reported that sanitary conditions in Massaws ere inadequete, that ware-
housing facilities are nonexistent, and that hotel accommodations are
entirely lacking.

While en route to Adowa from Asmara he noted & number of
75-mm. guns and 105-mm. howitzers returning to Asmara. Pack artillery
remained at the front as the only suitable artillery for that type of
country.

South.
In General Grazisni's adveance on Neghelli, the Itelians claim
to have captured five Swedish Red Cross trucks containing cases of am-
munition. The Swedes disclaim any knowledge of or responsibility for
these trucke which they say were abendoned some time ago.

Colomel, Gensral Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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| B~ January 30, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subjectt The Italo=Ethiopian Comtroversy.

Milibarys
Horthe

A military correspondent in Eritrea was greatly impreassed
with the commmisetions difficulties, Communication between lMassawa
end Adows depends on cne road and this road has been badly ocut up
by heavy travels Just east of Asmarn the road is partiocularly bad.
Cut out of the slide of a mountain, there are straight drops of
1000 feet, the road is narrow and passing is difficult, Hoawy
traffic has ground the road surfece to powder and the shoulders of

the road glve smny under heavy truckss HAcoidents are frogquents, Often

soveral trucks, their drivers blinded by the dust, have followed
each other over the bank,. The same is trus of the newly constructed
roads from Asmars to the fronts In one stretoh of road, thirty-cne
miles long,; there are scores of hairpin turns,

A New York Times correspondent in Eritrea desoribes the
Italian position at Makale in these words: “Every inch of the
ground in a great aro south of Mekale is covered by mashine puns,
TO's, T5's, T7's and 106's. The mark of the High Cormissioner's
genius for artillery organization is vieible throughout this net-
work of forts, redoubts, pill boxes and breast works."

South,
There is no change in the situstion on the southern front,
Psﬁcuw-

Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G=2.
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January 31, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subjectt The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

On Jenuary 30 the Egyptien Government which is not a League
member received a note from Italy protesting against the application
by Egypt of League of Nations sanctions, The Itelien note reserved
the right to demand indemmity for material damage suffered by Italian
subjects under the imposition of sanctions,

The Government of Turkey has replied to an inquiry received
from the Itelien Government regarding Turkey's adherence to a mutual
assistance pact recently agreed to by Great Britain, France, Turkey,
Greece and Yugoslavis. The reply to Itely pledges Turkish loyalty te
& Turko-Italian treaty of friendship signed in 1928 but points out
that Turkey's admission to membership in the Leagua of Nations subse-
quent to the signing of that treaty subordinated to the League Cove-
nent ell previous private agresments,

Militery.

After four months of war in Ethiepia Mussolini informed his
cabinet that 50,000 more civil workers would be sent to East Africa,
They will improve Itelian lines of communication so that roads will
be useable even during the heaviest rains, Barracks and shelters are
also to be constructed to house Italisn troops during the leng rainy
seapon from June to October.

Horth.
The situation remains unchanged.

South.
Generel Graziani's troops which entered Wadara earlier im



the week have withdrawn to Neghelli. There is some doubt as to
the safety of the Italien line of cemmunications which stretchee
back to Dolo and is subject to atteck by small groups of Zthioplians
st111 in the area over which the Italien columns advenced. There
is slso & possibility of the Italian column getting bogged down if
it remains until the rainy season is further advanced.

5 L S

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colomsl, Gensral Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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WASHINCTON, B.C

February 1, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subjectt The Italo-Ethiopisn Controversy.

Political.

A telegram to the Secretary General of the League from the
Ethioplen Minister of Foreign Affairs on December 23, 1935, stated
thet his Government "categorieally denies the lies spread in the
Itelian press and declarations of the Italian Government relative
to the use by the Ethioplan forces of dum-dum bullets.” The tele-
gram pointed out that Ethiopia does not manufacture munitions and
thet Ethiopie must have an expert license from the country of ori-
gin of munitiona.

(Reporte from various sources describing the many kinds end
calibers of wempons and ammunition in the hands of Ethioplan war-
riors, lend color to the charge that dum-dum bullets are used,
They do not imply that such bullets are issued to troops by the
Ethiopian Government.)

Economic.

Transits through the Suez Canal in 1935 were greater than in
any year during the past six., Figures are reported as follows for
1935 and 1934 (London Daily Herald):

1935 1334

No. of wessels 5,992 5,663
Receipte (franes) 887,820,000 856,410,000
{in dollare at 6.6 58,596,120 56,523,060

cents)

The incresse in 1935 is attributed to the Itelian traffic.
Eleven Itelisn transports carrying 15,695 men passed through
the Suez Canal to East Africa in the week ending Jenuary 30,



Military.

Mr, Rene Drouillet, a reserve officer in the French Air
Corps, has been appointed by the Ethiopian Government as a techni-
cal advieer to the Emperor and Commander of the Ethiopiam Air Force.

Italian cargo vessels passing through the Suez last week
included one lomnded with airplanes and one carrying 4,000 tons of
fresh water.

The military situation is unchanged, Itelisn bombing planes
were reported to be active south of Makale and in the vicinity of
Gondar on the northern fromt, In the south, towns in the Sidameo
province in which Graziani is operating have been bombed. An Ethio-
plen communique reports the death of about 500 civilians and 2,000
cattle as a result of recent air raids,.

A mes b

F, H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.



WAR DEFARTMENT
; WAR DEPARTMENT GEMNERAL STAFF :
; WiLITARY IMTELLIGENCE DIVIBION &3
b WASHINGTON, D.C

February 3, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa

Subject:t The Italeo-Ethiopian Controveray.

Political.

An Apsocisted Press diegpatch from Rome, dated February 1,
1936, gives the estimated cost to Italy of the East African war as
$89,000,000 & month,

A correspondent of the London Morming Pest, writing from
Munich, describes a large camp of South Tyrolean fugitives. The
camp is about 20 miles from Munich and contains at this time about
110 young refugees, Since the beginning of the Ethiopian war the
number of Itellen refugees who have passed through this camp totale
1,500 men.

Economic.

A committee of experts is scheduled to meet at Geneva to-day
(February 3, 1936) for the purpose of exemining into and reporting
upon the desirability of applying oil sanctions. The League has not
divulged the names of the countries which are represented om this com-
mittes.

Military.

Two Italian ships salled from Naples on February 2, 1936 car-
rying 3,043 troops and 47 trucks.

Prince Hubertus von Lohenstein of Germany is a passenger,
en route to Emst Africa mas a military observar,

The military situation in Ethiopia is unchanged,

(T
ﬁ-' TI'.
Colonel, General Staff,
lﬁtiﬂ‘ “’l cl ﬂf B-p E-E.

T o—r—

—
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WASHINC TON, D.C

February 4, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF1
Subjectt The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Political.

The 12 countries represented on thas committes of experts ap-
pointed by the League of Netions to study the oil question in rela-
tions to sanctions, are, Great Britain, France, Russian, Iragq, Iran
(Parsia), Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Rumania, Sweden, and
Venezuela,

The League secretariat furnished the committes with the fol-

lowing figures:

World oil production 206,000,000 tons
United Statea 88,000,000 "
Other non-sanctionist countries Negligible

1934 World Tanker gross tomnage 8,440,000 gross tons
United States 2,409,000 " i
Great Britain 2,440,000 " »
Norway 1,500,000 ™ "
Italy 309,000 " 5
France 240,000 " .
Germany 121,000 * "
Japan 110,000 * s

In tanker tonnage under construction Germany leads the world
with 150,000 tons. Thers was no evidence submitted to the committee
to indicate that Japan has started a tanker comstruction program,

The committes wae informed that Italy's tankers meet two-thirds of the
Italian need for this type of transportation.

(Notes Japan has five large fast tankers (22 knots) under con-

struction,)

Military.

Mershal Badoglio in a communique reported "Thers is nothing

—



to note on the Eritrean front."

Reports from Addis Ababe state that the Italian force in
the Sidamo Province had withdrawn to Neghelli.

The Italian communique states that the systematic occupa-
tion of the territory northwest of Dolo continues, aided by the ac-
tive cooperation of local Ethiopian chiseftains.

o utvas

e » BURNETT,
Colonel, Gensral
Acting A, C. of 5.

e e e
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February 5, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF1

Subjectt The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Political,

A "white paper” was issued to the British Parliament when it
assembled on February 4, 1936. This paper was issued by the Eritish
Government and discleses officially the fact that France hes pledged
herself to aid Great Britein by military, air and navel assistance
should Itely atteck Great Britain.

The British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Eden, told Parliement that
an exchange of views between Great Britminm, Fremce, Greece, Turkey,
Yugoslavie, Rumania, Spain and Czechoslovakie regarding mutusl mili-
tary aid in case of attack "revasled a complete identity of views."

Military.

No new developments in the military situstion have been re-
ported.

&
—

P C53~¢gj_
St —
FAY W. BRABSON, 2=
Colonel, Genaral Staff,
htiﬂ.‘ A, Cs of El’ G-E.




WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEPARTMEMNT GENERAL STAFF
MILITARY INTELLIGFNEE DIVIRION O-8

WASHINC TON. D.C

4 At February 8, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa

Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controvarasy.

Economic.

With gasoline selling at $1.15 a gallon, it is estimsted that
fully half of all motor cars in Italy are now in storage. The GSovern-
ment, in order to reduce motor traffic to a minimum, has of fered to
exchange one taxicab license for three official permita to operate
horse-drawn cabs.

Rumors of the intention of the Italian Government to levy a
spacial tex on capital, to defray the expenses of the East African
campaign, were denisd in Rome on February 7.

Military.

North.
Marshal Badeglio's communique states that there is "nothing
new on either frent."

General Wehih Pasha, former Turkish officer who is now the
military adviser to the Ethiopians in the Harar area, iz reported to
be en routs to the Dolo arsa to assist in repelling the activiiias of
Gensral 3raziani in Bale Province. Blll Province lies to the north
af Dolo.

rn ¥. BRABSON, o

Colonel, Gemaral Staff,
Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.

—




WAR DEPARTMENT I
WAR DEFARTMENT GENERAL STAFF .r'!.
HILITARY INTELLIGTNCE DIVIBION G-82

WASHINCTON, D.C

February 7, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subjects The Italo-Ethiopian Comtroversy.

Eolitical.

In & note dated February 6, 1936, to the League of Natiens,
Great Britein denied Italisn charges that Great Britain had supplied
dumdum bullets to Ethiopia. The Italian charges were described as
"reckless and unsubstentiated."

The Itelisn claim that & quantity of emmunition was found in
Swedish Red Cross trucks captured on the Dolo front, was refuted on
Februery 6 in en affidavit by a member of the unofficial Belgium
Military Mission in Ethiopia,

Militery.

The Italian communique states that there ie nothing to re-
port on either front.

A news report from Asmara states that military observers,
including Major Normen E. Fiske, U, 5, Army, have made an observa-
tion trip to the Maknle fronmt.

The. rumor which was current a few days ago to the effect
that Marshel Badoglio would be relieved of the East African command,

has again been denied in Rome,

~
S =
;ﬂ. BRABSON, ﬁ&“"‘ﬂ{“

Colonsl, Gensral Staff,
Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

February 10, 1838,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR

Will you speak to me
about thise?

F. D, R,



Hyle Park, d. T.
Septesber 19, 1935.

Dear Douglas:-

As seon as I get back from my trip
I will take up with the Senate and House poople
the question of a Joint Resolution and see 1f 1t
is not poesible to put the appointment through and
oure ths diffi-uity of Reviesed Statutes 1333 and
1223, There ie not the slightest embarrassment on
my pert end I am inel !.!_la_d. to honé that there will
be little or no ‘l!‘t"!ﬂ‘-'ll‘. on the Hill, In any evens,
I w111 let you know what the prospecta are.

Keep me in touoh with things after

you get ont to the PhiFippines.
Good luck in your new task —— the

work will be most interesting.

Always sinoerely,

General Douglas MacArthur,
Chief of Staff,

':Mw. D. G.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C,

September 9, 1335.

Dear Mr. President:

In the course of my delightful visit
at Hyde Park you suggested that I examine the law
to determine whether or not there exista any bar
to my acceptance, while on the active list of the
Army, of an appointment as High Commissioner to the
Philippine Islands. I have been somewhat dismayed
and nonplussed to find legal prohibitions which are
specific in their terms. Revlised Statute 1222
providas:

"o officer of the Army on the active
list shall hold any eivil office, whether
by election or appointment, and every such
officer who accepts or exercises the
functions of a civil office shall thereby
cease to be an officer of the Army, and hie
commisslon shall be thereby vacated"

And Revised Statute 12233

"iny officer of the Army who accepts or
holds any appointment in the Foreign Service
of the Government shall be considered as hav-
ing resigned his place in the Army, and it
shall be filled as a vacancy."

It is obvious that special legislation
would be required before I could become High Commis-
gioner. In this situation I cannot escape the feeling,
inspired possibly by the unequivocal language of the



Ve

Congressional Acts referred to, even though they
are antiquated and were undoubtedly enacted to
block certaln individuals in days gone by, that

the procursment of necessary legislation might prove
an embarrassment for you. To become even a passive
factor in such a development would cause me the most
acute concern. I feel deeply that at this critical
time no avoidable contingency, regardless of its
importance, should be permitted to arise that politi-
cally or in any other way might adversely affeect you
and your future work. Your final decision must be
based solely upon considerations of your owm and,
therefore, the Country's welfare.

The purpose of this note 1z to assure you
that if you should declde, after congideration of the
above fmctors, to abandon either now or in the future
your purpose of making the appointment, great as would
be my natural disappointment, I will eonform instantly
to the revised plan. Such a declsion will not lessen
in the slightest degree the sense of personal dis-
tinction and gratification I have derived from your
consideration of me for this important post, - the
knowledge of which consideration I shall, of course,
continue to hold in strictest confidence. Whether
serving as High Commissioner or Military Adviser while
in the Philippines, it will be my single purpose to
sustain and advance your views and policies and carry
out your instructions.

Your letter to Roy Howard was a ten-strike.

Respectfully and faithfully,

The President, ’
-
Hyde Park, New York.

- AT
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WASHINGTON, D.C

February 10, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF S5TAFF1
Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Pali al,

The London Sunday Observer on February 9, 1936, published an
intsrview of Mussolini with Sir Arnold Wilson, a member of the
British Parliament. Mussolini is quoted as saying that the British
"have turned a colonial war into what may yet be a world wide disas-
ter.” In referring to the proposed Hoare-Laval peace plan Mussolini
was quoted as saying:

I had already drafted a cautious formula of ac-
ceptance as a basis of megotiatien . . . when the news

came that you gentlemen in London who had praised Sir

Samuel Hoare so highly in September had dismissed him in

ignominy on December 19."

Muesolini teld Sir Arnold Wilson that trade with Italy would
not revert into the old channels once sanctions had stopped.

Military.

Horth.
The Itslians continue to strengthen their positions along
the northern front. Air raids on Dessys are reported.
Two Italian shipe with 1,884 men and 500 tons of war ma-
terial sailed on February 9 from Neples for Zast Africa.

Mr. Linton Wells, press correspondent of the New York Herald
Tribune at Djibouti, reports that information brought to Djibouti
from the northermn fromt by travellers does not corroborate Italian
claims of victory but indicates the decided discouragement of Fascist
troops that these travellars encountersd in Eritrea.

Conaiderable quantities of war materials are reported as
passing through Djibouti, and through the two British ports of Zeila
and Berbera for the Ethioplans.

=



Eﬂutho

There were no reports from the southern froat over the
wesk-ond.

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staflf,
Aspistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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WASHINGTOMN, D.C

February 11, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

P tie .

Sir Anthony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, in snswer to &
question in the Heouse of Commons stated that Great Britein had twice
celled the attention of the Italien Government to the untruthfulness
of radio broadcasts from Rome announcing that British of ficers are

commanding Ethiopien troops.

High ranking British Army and Naval officials are in confer-
ence at Malta, Officiels include Admirel Sir Williem Fisher, Com-
mander of the Mediterremesn Fleet, Sir Dudley Pound, his Chief of
Staff, Vice Admiral Sir Roger Backhouse, Admiral Sir Frederick
Dreyer, en route home from the China stetion, and the next Chief of
the Imperisl General Staff, Gemeral 5ir Cyril Deversll.

Militery.

Marshel Badoglio reported to Rome that "there is nothing new
on either fromt.™

Emperor Haile Selassie has returned to Addis Abebe from Des-
sye. During his stay in Dessye, where he has his field headquerters,
the Italiens have made numerous attempts to bomb the Emperor out of
his strenghold.

The Italisn Army*s complete casualty list as released to
Itelisn newspapers shows that from Jamuary 1, 1935, to Jenuary 31,
1936, there were 814 white Italiem soldiers who died from wounds or
illness, Of these 427 were killed in action, 366 died of digesse or
in mccidents, 4 died as result of wounds and 17 are reported as miss-
ing. The January, 1936, casuelties are listed as 24 of ficers, 24



noncommissioned of ficera, 30 regular army voldiers anmd 250 Fascist
Militis, ml) killed om ths Eritrean Fromt.

Ot Juboe

W. H. LINGOL,
olonel, Genaral Staff,
Apsistant Chief of Staff, 3-2.
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WASHINGTON, D.C

Februaery 12, 1936,

MEMORANTDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

The Ethiopian Government has ordered the release of two
missionaries, an American, Harold Street, and a Canadian, John
Trewin, who are reported to be held prisoners in Chencha, about
250 miles southwest of Addie Abeba, They are in the custedy of
an overzealous local chieftein who had ordered the men to leave
their missiomary stetion under the terms of & government order that
foreigners should not remain in a war danger zone.

News despatches from Rome state that the Itelien Government
is preparing a memorandum for the League of Natione containing pre-
¢ise information on the work alleged to be performed by the British
as edvigers, agents, and armament salesmen to Ethiopia. These
agents will be described as officers in the British Army.

The Italian press blames Great Britain for the January
losses of Italian soldiers, charging Great Eritain to be the leader
in supplying Ethiopia with arms and ammunitiom.

Military.

North.
The Emperor, Haile Selassie, was reported to be in Addis

Ababa on Mondey, Since them he is reported at various places in the
Dessye sarea, These reports a&re apparently for the purpese of com-
cealing his exact whereabouts.

Acting on rumors that the Emperor was located in one of
several toms nerth of Deseye, the Italisn bombardment aireraft have
been dropping bombs on these towns since Sunday.

Addis Abeba claims that Ras Seyoum has succeeded in cutting



the Adowa-Makale road, Small bends of Ethiopiens have probably
penetrated to the road and are operating in the areas not covered

by Italien outposts.

South.
It ie rumored that General Grazieni will start another
advance on Harar in the near future.

.H“T
F, H. LINCOLN,
Coleonsel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of S5taff, G-2.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Politiecal.

While having no direct bearing on the Italo-Ethioplan situa-
tion, it is noteworthy, as a part of the present line-up of world
powers, that Italy and probebly Germany are to recognize Manchoukuo.
According to reporte from Mukden, the Italimmewill recpen the Italian
GConsulate General in Mukden, in the near future.

Mr. Anthony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, announced te
Parliament this week that Great Britain had no present intention of
recognizing Manchoukuo.

The Defense Budget of Italy for the Air Force for the next
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1936, carries an estimated sum of
$79,232,000, an increamse of 14 per cent., This sum does not include
the estimated cost of the air arm in East Africa.

Military.

Mr, J. He Thomas, Secretary for Colonias in the British Jovern-
ment, confirmed previous reporte of Italian desertions in the Dolo
area in a report to the House of Commons. He stated that 380 Italian
native troops had deserted the Italian Army in Ethiopia from January
15 to 22, 1936, taking refuge in Kenya Colony.

Ethiopla, on February 12, protested to Paris against refusal
of the French to permit shipment of arms over the Djibuti-Addis Ababa
railroad,

Thie is the first indication of a direct refusal to ship arms
over the railroad into Ethiopla. If true, this action by the French
relisves the Italians of the necessity to stop shipments by cutting



the railroad. Several Italian attempts to reach the railroad have

failed to date.

The wsual communique from Marshal Badoglio and released in

Rome does not appear in the press reports of February 13,
From Addis Ababa announcement is made of bombing south of

Makele and skirmishes on the Southern Front.

F I G
F. H. LINGOLN,

Colonel, (Benéral Staff,
Assistant Chlef of Staff, G-2.



WAR DEPARTMENT P e
i WAR DEFARTMENT GENERAL STAFF | \
[#% Ay o |

II L MILITANY (HTELLIGENEE DIVISION 8.3 \ -~y L ."I
A NS - - \ i, ‘_'

1A% .leu WASHINCTON, D.C . ,_H >
N

% February 14, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHISF OF STAFF:
Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Economic.

The League of Naticns Committes of experis has complated its
report on the world odl situation and the possible application of an
oll sanction against Italy. Nothing definite has been done to
inaugurate an oil sanction and the present consensus of opinion is
that no oil embargo will be applied.

The London correspondent to the New York Times cabled on
February 13:

"The report of the League of Nations sxperts
that an oll embarge against Italy would be effec-
tive only if supplies from the United States were
cut off, coming from Geneve simultansously with a
report from Washington that the proposed meutrali-
ty law is dead, brings back to European powers, not
excepting Great Britain, their favorite old bogey
of non-cocperation by America. . . ."

Military,

On the northern front the Italians have started an offensive,
according to vague rumors. There have been no reports from Asmaras for
two days, Previous reports over a perioed of several weeks, from Mar-
shal Badeglioe, have merely stated that there was nothing to report.

(An Itelian edvence south of Makale is doubted, until the
Tembien area to the west is cleared of Ethiopian warriors,)

South.
There ie no change in the situation,

G rmaeten

F. H, LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, g-2,
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WASHINCGTON, D.C

A February 15, 1936,

- i

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF3

Subject:s The Itelo-Ethiopian Controversy,

The eituatien is unchanged.

South.

An Itelian outpost of 60 Dubat troops in the town of
Curale, 50 miles southeast of Sass Baneh, has been wiped out by
an Ethiopien force according to reports from Addis Ababa end con-
firmed in a report from Rome. The presence of Italian troope in
this aree was not known and indicates that Itelian detschments
have been pushed out from the general line Wal Wal - Gabredarre.
A strong Ethiopian force at Imi continues as a threat to the
Itelian left flank salong the Gebredarre (near Gorehai) - Sasa
Beneh route of advance.

In the Dolo ares the Italians report two skirmishes,
one at Bulbu about 50 miles southwest of Neghelli and one at
Ballei about 50 miles due north of Dolo.

o

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Steff,
Aspistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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MEMCORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subjects Thas Itelo-Ethiopian Controversy.

On February 15 Marshal Badoglio sent the following despatch
to Roms1
"On the Eritrean Front thare is intensive activity
by patrols south of Makele, On the Somaliland Front
the situation is unchenged."

Thie despatch is the first in seversl days prior to Febru-
ary 15, and during that period it develops that Marshal Badeglic was
conducting an active offensive on the Northern Fromt. Heports of
Februery 16 from Eritres indicate an extension of the Itelien line
to the west and south. As near as can be judged at thie time, the
Itelian front lines now rum from Antalo, about 18 miles south of
Makale, northwest to & point about 30 miles west of Maksle, From
this point the line recedes to join the originel line north of
Makele. A considersble salient has thus been created in the Tem-
bien area,

Reporte of casuanlties are only estimates and probebly exag-
gerated, Italian figures ares BEthiopian dead, 5,000; wounded
15,000. Itslian dead, 500; wounded 1,000,

All Itelisn troops taking part in the advance were white,
the Askaris being held in reserve during this action.

The Ethioplan side of the story has not yet been published.
Marshal Badoglio is slleged to have told newspaper correspondents
that probably the Emperor Haile Selassie was now in his cave writing
commniques of a great victory.

In thie advance, the Italiens have extended their lines 18



miles tc the south of Makale and created a salient in the Tembien,
Their lines, as now advenced, appear to offer sdded opportunities
for guerrills bands of Ethiopimns, using the tactice they have em-
ployed in the past,

i 4 D

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staeff,
Assistant Chief of 5taff, G-2.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Political.

In reply to Italy's protest against the Meditarrenean mitual
assistance agreement beiwsen Great Britain, France, Greecs, Yugo-
slavia, Turkey, Rumenia and Czechoslovakia, the British Government
stated that it "does not feel any useful purpose would be served by
prolonging correspondence on the subject.”

A special appropriation of k7,811,100 ($39,055,500) has been
passed by Parliament to cover the British military expenditures
made in connection with the Itelo-Ethioplan controversy.

Mr, Anthony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, told the House
of Commons on February 17, 1936, that it would be inappropriate for
Great Britain to approach the United States on the subject of an oil
sanction againet Italy.

Military,

The Italian troops are consolidating their new positions south
end west of Makale,

A United Press despatch from Rome states that the Itallan Mili-
tary Command has decided to suspend all military operationa in Ethio-
pla from April 15 to September 15, during the rainy season. Howevar,
an important advance both on the North and South fronts is expected
prior to April 15, according to the despatch.
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F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of 5taff, G-2.
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February 19, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Political.

The Earl of Stanhope, Undersecretary for Forelgn Affairs,
disclosed to the British House of Lords the reason for moving the
English Flest from Malta to the Eastern Mediterranean. He said:
"We were being threatened by Italy" and "We recognized that te
leave the fleet in Mslta (only 60 miles from Sicily at its nearest
peint) would have been extraordinarily unwise.”

!ilit-l.! Y

Rome is celebrating a great victory as a result of the
recent advance in Ethiople, although the details of the battle have
not been fully reported.

From Addie Ababa & despatch states “Italian claims to &
major victory south of Makale were officially denied to-day (Feb. 17)."

Addis Ababa reports a clash in the Bale area between an
Italien column and Ethioplan forces. The locatiom of this skirmish
is given as mbout 200 miles northwest of Dole. The report is uncon-

fimmed. cabmu/

?,ﬁ'. BURNETT,
Colonel, General Staff,

Aﬂh! A. C. of 5'..- G=2.
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TV February 20, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa

Subjects The Itelo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Political,

The Britieh Foreign Secretary, Mr. Anthony Eden, was asked
in the House of Commonse "Is there any truth in the rumor that the
United States Government is teking steps to secure the cessetion of
hostilities in Ethiopia, by negotiation and arbitration?" Mr. Eden
replied, "I'm afraid I have not heard of the rumor.” Mr., Eden asdded
that neither the British nor French Government wes making any peace
move,

Military.
Reports from Bast Africa are very sketchy.

In the north, Marshel Badoglio's forces are moving to cut
of f Ethiopian troops in the Tembien region, whers according to re-
ports from Rome, the Ethioplan leaders Res Kassn and Ras Seyoum still
have about 40,000 warriors assembled,

It is further reported that the Italian Commander is also
pushing south toward Amba Alagi (25 miles south of Antalo) in order
to prevent any dangerous enemy concentration from forming.

These moves taken in connection with the official report of
Italian casualtias in the recent fighting, indicate that perheps
the "victory" wae not ae great as at first reported. While the
Italian advance and occupation of new territory to a depth of 18
miles south of Makale is not doubted, the seriousness of the fight-
ing and complete route of the Ethiopian forces is still an open
quastion.

The Italian casualiies as reportad in Rome are 12 officers
and 122 whits soldlers and 62 native soldiers killed, with 24 offi-
cers, 499 white and 88 natives wounded.

The loss of one bombing plane in this perioed of fighting
is acknowledged.

No reports on the fight have been issued in Addis Ababa.



In the south, the bombing of the town of Magalo, at the
hendwateors of the Web Gestro, is anncunced.

C. BURMETT,
Colonol, Seneral Staflf,
Aeoting Aesistant Chief of Staffl, 3-2.
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February 21, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa

Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Controvarsy.

P cal,

The Italisn newspaper, Giornale d'Italia, published on
February 19, 1936, a British secret report on Ethiopia. This re-
port, ealled the "Maffey Repori"™ was prepared for the British For-
eign Office in the spring of 1935 by an interdepartmental committee
headed by Sir John Maffey, permanent undersscretary in the Colonial
Of fice.

The manner in which a copy of this report was obtained by
the Italians has not been divulged. The report was never officially
communicated to the Italian Govermment and the inferemce is that it
could be obtained only by theft. An investipgatiom to determine the
place of leemkage is to be made, but no sensational procesdings under
the official Secrats Act are contemplated.

The Maffey report is a factual report dealing with Ethiopia,
end concluded that Great Britain had no outstanding interests in
Ethiopia.

Military.

Marshal Badoglio reported for February 20 that "Tha First
Army Corps has renewed its advance southward., The Air Corps gives
no reapite to the snemy, There is nothing in particular on the
Somaliland front."

7B o SV Y

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, Genaral Staff,
\r Assistant Chief of Staff, 3-2.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF#

Subject: The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

P cAl,

The Sanctions Committse of the League of Natlons is ex-
pected to meet on March 2, at which time the questiom of additional
sanctions, including an oil sanction, will be discussed.

Military,

In the North, Italian forces have advanced slightly, ac-
cording to week-end reporte from East Africa.

The Ethiopians deny that a great battle was fought in the
North. They claim that in the fighting of February 12 to 17, their
losses were 147 killed and 268 wounded, occasioned during a stre-
tegic withdrawal.

There is no news from the Southern Fromt.

5

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonsl, General &Staff,
Assistant Chisf of Staff, G-2.
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Al

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIXF OF STAFF: -

b

Subjects The Itslo-Ethiopian Controversy.

P ical,

In his maiden speech before the House of Commons, the For-
elgn Secretary, Mr, Anthony Eden, discussed several phases of the
present Italo-Ethiopian controversy, He stated that "oil is a sanc-
tion like any other and must be judged by the same criterion - whether
its imposition will help stop the war."

The question of an 0il sanction is to coms befors the League
of Nations again on Monday, March 2, and Mr, Eden's speech gives the
impression that Great Britain favors the applicetion of an oil sane-
tion.

Military,

Marshal Bedoglio's communique states "Nothing special excapt
intense road building activity occurred on the Eritrean front. Re-
connalssance operations were carried out in the Ogaden sector of the
Somaliland front. Intense aviation activity was carried on in the
open Gestro River section.”

The Ethiopians claim that small Ethiopian forces have pene-
trated the Italian lines in the vicinity of Aksum, inflieting
casualties on the Italians and capturing 30 tanks and a number of
machine guns. This report is unconfirmed.

i A4
F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,

Asalstant Chief of Staff, Ge2,
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February 26, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Comtroversy.

Political.

The focus of peliticel thought bas shifted from the Eastern
Mediterransan to Central Europs. Tha rearmezent of Jermeny, the re-
elignmart of the Eurgpesn powers and the shift in economic intercourse
through the affect of League of Hations ganctions, have cccupled Eure-
pean political thought to such an axtent that the Italo-Ethioplan
situstion is now only incidentel to the broadsr mspectes of European
polities.

The Itelo-Ethicplan situstion is the fererunner of presant
political jockeying in Eurcpe. Countering the opposition of the
Languo of Hations and the additional allience of Great Britain with
France, Yugoelavie, Grescs, Turkey, Aumanis and Czechoslovakia, Italy
has turned away from her former allies, Great Britain and France, end
ip now angling for n five powsr ellisnce to include Italy, Gormany,
Poland, Austris and Hungary.

Tt is not belisved that Italy is desirous of forming an al-
limnee with Germeny and Mussolini's present moves nleong this line wre
probably part of his game of tluff. However, ha may be forced into
such an alliance if League of Hatlons pressurs is imoreased by cther
mensures, for exasple an oil embargo.

Military.

About 5,800 Italien soldiers and worksen sailed for East Afri-
ce on February 25. These forces ssiled from Naples in four shipa.

Marshal Badoglic issued the following communiquer “Thare is
intense patrol sctivity onm the Eritrean fromt, Aviatlon bombed enemy
groups south of Mount Alaji and in Tembien., On the Semaliland fromt
the situatien ie unchanged.®

Con

. H, LINCOLN,
Colonel; Jenersl Staffl,
Aspistant Chief of &taff, 0-2.
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Fabruary 27, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subjects The Italo-Ethiopian Controveray.

Political.

The Italian Ambassador to Great Britain, Dino Grandi, told

Mr. Anthony Eden, the British Foreign Secretary, that only the re-
varsal of the League of Nations Sanctions policy will make it poassi-
ble for Italy to sign a naval agreement.

Military.

-

orth.

No change.

Reports from Marshal Beadoglio, confirmed by despaiches

-

from Addis Ababa, indicate the engagement of opposing forces on the
Southern Front. Marshal Badoglio's raport states:

"On the Somaliland front one of our motorized
colume leaving Neghelli, deflected to reconnoitsr
on the edge of Sidamo territory, driving beck groups
of armed Ethiopians who attempted resistance in the
forests between Wadara and Socora. (About 50 miles
north of Neghelli.)

"0n the Webbe Gestro intense activity prewvalilad
for our patrols.

"Somaliland aviation bombarded military encampments
of Ethiopians at Ghigner, destroying defsnse works.
Another squadron, leaving the new air base at Neghelli,
made a reconnaissence flight above Irga Alem, capital
Sidame.

"On the Eritrean front there is nothing notable te
report,"

(Ghigner is 220 miles north of Dolo at the headwaters

of the Webbe Zestro.)
cﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁé::erﬂi.

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chlef of Staff, G-2,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF»

Subject: The Itelo-Ethiopien Controversy.

Political.

Emperor Haille Selassie issued & ptatement which included
the followings

*Such peace discussions ms may be teking place
in Eurcpe are without the participation of Ethiopls
and thug far there have been no proposals put for-
ward which could be honorably accepted by Ethiopis.

“The fact that the Italians heve penetrated
Ethiopien territory is ceusing us no concern, &8
they have not occupied any important militery po-
sitions, and their sdvance has inereased their
lines of communicetion and offers greater oppor-
tunities for guerrilla tactics sgainst them."

At the seme time Dr. Azaj Martin, Ethiopisn Minister to Lon-
don, issued an appesl to the people of Great Britain for public dona=-
tions to purchase arms and smmunition for the Ethiopisn Army. Thie
method of raising memey is necessary, he steted, because “we find our-
selves confronted with an embargo against reising e public lean in
the city."

Militery.

North.

For several days the Italisn people have been enxiously
awaiting news from Eritres, that Mount Alaji had been captured. The
advence of Italian forces to the south and the occupation of Mount
Alaji without oppeosition of the Ethioplens was announced on February
28, As this is the site of a bitter defeet for the Italiens in 1895,
the capture of this area is of pelitical walue in Home.

Reports of fighting in the Tembien area are unconfirmed.

'f‘.‘-'_ Fl”



Bouth.

Ho news is reported from this area,

Colonel, Genernl S5taff,
Assistant Chief of Gtaff, G-2.
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MEMORANTOM FOR THE CHIEF (F STAFF:
Subject: The Italo-Ethicplen Controversy.

Politiesal.

The Leesgue of Nations Committee on Sanctions will meet to-day
(March 2) to consider the further spplication of sanctions against
Italy, including em oil sanction, Observers in Genave &re divided as
to the probable mction to be taken by this commi ttee but the opinion
leans to & belief that an oil sanctiom will mot be imposed at this time,

Peace with Ethiopie is suggested in despatches from Roms and
probably reflscte the earmest desire of Mussolini to end e bed situa-
tion., Grounds for a peace are based on reports of great vietories for
the Italisn foroces in north Ethiopia. The extent of these victories,
as reparted by Italian sources, is still questionable and is believed
to be greatly exaggerated for politieel effect in Rome,

The position takem by the Ethiopian Emperar remains unaltered,
so fer as known. His position is thet there sem be no peace until the
Italien forces have withdrawn from the Ethiopien territery.

The Foreign Editer of Paris "Soir®™ in a report from Rome om
March 1, states that 1t im not Mussolini's imtention in the naxt year
to continus the same military effort if betweem now amnd them he can
conclude & reasocnabls peace with the Emperor of Ethicpla, errived at
between themselves and mot imposed from the outside.

Military,

Marshal Bedoglio's cammnique of February 29 states:
"The situstion of the armed forces of Ras Kasse
and Res Seyoum, saught im a vise by owr troops, is
becaming hour by houwr ever more oritieal.
"Nhile troops of the First Ammy Corpe reached
Mount Alaji, troops of the Third Army Corps and those



of ths Eritrean Ammy Corps attacked from the
north end south the forces of Ras Eassa. Simce
dawn yesterday (Feb. E8) a big battle has been

raging."

A later commmique 1ssued as the League of Nations meets to
consider senctions, states that the Ethiopians in the Temblem area
have been destroyed or ceptured in the greatest Itelian vietery ob-
tained up to this time.

Reports from Addis Absbe ignored the reported fighting on the
northern front, mt acknowledged the occupation of Mount Alaji by Italian
troopa.

tm the soathern front, a report from Addis Abeba states that the
Italisn force based on NMeghelli bas advenced north through Wedara end ie
approaching the foot hills, now defended by Res Demtu.

o pudic

wn¥. H. LINCOLN,
Colonal, General Staff,
Assistant Chisf of Staff, G=2.
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March 3, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subject: The Italo-Ethiopisn Controversy,

Political,

The League Committee of 18, which is handling the sanctions
queetion for the League, has postponed action on the oil sanction for
48 hours. In the interim the Committee of 13 of the League ( the
League Council, less Itely) will examine the possibilities of obtain-
ing a peace acceptable to the belligerents,

Mussolini insists on direct negotietions with Haile Selassiej
he aleo demands more liberal terms than those of the Hoare-Laval plan,

¥Mr. Eden, British Foreign Seeretary, adhering to his position
on oil sanctions, as stated to Parlisment on February 24, agsin on
March 2 in Geneva, thus sets forth his position: "His Majesty's
Government are in favor of the imposition of an oil embarge by mem-
bers of the League, end are prepared to join in the swift application
of such a sanction if the principal supplying and transporting states,
who are members of the League of Nations, are prepared to do likewige."

Military.

North.
Definite news of action on the Northern Fromt is lacking.
Reports indicate that a battle is still in progress at Agpi Addi, in
the Tembien area where Ethioplan forces under Ras Seyoum Qiuﬂng a
determined stand,
An Itelien column of 5,000 troops is seid to be advancing

on Gondar in the Lake Tana mres,

Daggah Bur hae been bombed by Italian merial forces. This
may be an indication of Itelisn intentiona to make another advance in
this sector as heavy air bombardment in the past has often been the
forerunner of an advance by ground troops.

G i K _

l'- E-. mcﬂm.
Colonel, General Staff,
Assletant Chief of Staff, g-2.
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WASHINC TON, B.E

March 4, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa

Subject: The Itelo-Ethiopien Comtroversy.

Bolitical.

it Gensve the following resolution propesed by the French
Foreipn Minister, M. Flandin, wes adopted on March 3.

"The Committes of Thirtesn, ecting in virtus
of the mandate given it by the Coumeil im 1te
resolution of Decesber 10, addresses to both
belligerents an urgent sppeel for the immedinte
opening of negotietions in the framework of the
League of Matlions and in the spirit of the
covenant with the view to & prompt cessation of
hostilitieos and & definitive restoration of peace.

“The Committes of Thirteen will meet March 10
to taks cognlzance of the replies from the two
governmente.”

It was snnounced that the Committes of 18, which mrranges sanc-
tions, will meet to-day (March 4) to make techmicel preparsticns for
applying an oil sanctilon and a tanker embarge.

Ttaly is given n wosk to mmswer, under ¥, Flandin's resclution,
inateed of the 48 hours proposed provioualy.

Military.
Thore is no comsunique from Murshal Bedoglio for March 3.

From Addis Abeba comes of ficisl demiel of Itelien wictory in ihe
north, Emperor Haile Selaseie explained that recent [ighting in the
Tegbien was not as severs as reported by the Iteliana, that his losses
wers not heavy, end that his leaders in this ares had made &n orderly
withdrawel in keeping with his plan of operations.

Fe Ho LINCOLH,
Colonel, Jeneranl Staff,
Aasistent Chief of Staff, 0-2.
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Y

MEMORANDUY FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa
Subject: The Italo-Ethiopian Comtroversy.

Boldticel.

Thars ars no new developmante in the political situatien.

Kilitery.

The locetion of the Italian lines in Horthernm Ethiopis
cammot be determined from data reported. Unofficiel stetemants
from Genaral Badeglio's Fisld Headgquarters cleis that 20,000 to
30,000 Sthiopians wers killed or wounded in the recent Tighting
and that the northern area of Ethiopis to Mount Alaji and the Tak-
kaze River is "virtually cleared of enexmles and the Italians now
feel the world mist realisge thet their conquest of Ethiocpis cannot
be prevented."”

An Associated Press despatch from Assare, dated Mareh 4,
states that the Iteliens are still three days march from the Tek-
kaze Adver, slthough organized opposition im the region has fipally
been routed.

Tt Lol
F. Ho LINCOLN,
Colonel, Genarnl Staff,
Aesistant Chief of Staff, G-=2.
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March 6, 1936,

MEMORANLUN FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF1
Subjects The Italp-Ethicpien Comtroversy.

Eolitical,

The Leagus of Natioms peace appesl hes been sccepted by Ethio-
pia. The Itelian reply has been deferred to Saturday, March 7.

The "Manchester Guardisn® of England published on March 4,
t+ha Ttalian Jovernment's secret imstruetions to Italisn newspaper
pditors covering the pericd, Jemuery 2 to Februmry 15. Extracts fol-
lows

"Iia not express comtempt for the Ethioplen Army,
and never speak of the movements of eithear the

Itelien or Ethiopisn troopa.

"It has besn decided thnt on ezbarge on oil ie
not to be spoken of.

“Pake no notice of the meutrality bill or of
the attituds of the United States toward oll sanctions.

"In mews from London and Farie, aveid any allu-
sion shich might seem unpleasant for Jermeny.

*Gut down despatches from mbroad.®

Military.

-
Marshal Bedeglic issued & commnicue on March 5 as fel-
lowsi
"Tha troops of the Second Army Corps reached
the Takkags Aiver this morming and are pursuing the
fleeing ene=y.”

In yesterday's despatch from Asmara it was stated that
Itelisnn troops were atill three days' merch from the Takkaze River.
Thae issuance of contradictory reports has been a feature of Itelian
communiques from the beginning of the war,



Italisn planes bombed a British Hospital unit on the north-
ern front sccording to reports from Addis Ababa. Thas Ethiopisn
Government has protested to Geneava,

Ho reports have besn lssued on sctivities in the south.

Ot e

?,,J’. H. LINCOLM,
olonol, General Staff,
Aseistant Chief of S5teff, G-2.
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March 7, 1938,

MEMOHAMDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: The Italo-Ethioplan Comtrovarsy.

Politiesl.

grest Britain instructed the Ambassader to Roms, Sir Eric
Drummond, to protest strongly against the alleged bombing of a
British Red Crose unit in Ethlopla.

Military.

An Ttalisn trimotor bomber plans flew over Addia Ababe on
March 8. The pilot was General Ferrucelo Ranzo, commander of the
Italian air forces om the southern fromt, The matives were badly
frightensd altheugh no bombs were dropped om the city., This is
probably the forerumner of a bombing expedition against Addis
Ababa in the near future.

Ttalian troops are extending their lines south and wast of
Makala, Reports from Rome state that the Italisn lins has been
pushed to the south of Mount Alnji while "mopping up continues in
tha Scirs distriet,” southwest of Adown, on the Tekkaze Riwver.

Wn‘%—w{
F« Ha COLK
Colonsl, General Staff,

Assistant Chisf of Staff, 0=-2.
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March 9, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHISF OF STAFFa
Subjests The Italo-Ethicplan Controvarsy.

Political.

The League of Hatlioms troubles resulting from the Italo-
Ethioplan cemtroversy are now overshadowsd by the difficulties
arising from Germany's latest move to the Rhine. The League will
taks up considerstion of the Rhinelnnd preblem on Friday, March 13.

Mussolini is reported to have offered assistance ito France
under the Loecarne Treaty, provided the League of Nations does not
imposs oil or additional sanctions on Italy. Knowledge of, or col-
lusion im Hitler's movement of troops to the Rhine, on the part of
Mussolini; is denied in Rome.

Military,

Mussolini ordered on March 8, tho suspension of military
getivitiss in Ethiopia parslleling his acceptance, in primcipls, of
the League of Nations appeal for peace negotimtions between Italy
and Ethicpla.

Ras Mulughetn, Ethiopian Minister of War and leader of the
Ethiopinn Army facing the Italiamns pouth of Makale, died of pneu-
monia, it was anncunced from Addis Ababa,

Two troopshipe carrying 41 officers and 481 men left Mapleas

for Bast Africa on March 8,
FF Wik,

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, Genaral Staff,
Apalstant Chiefl of Staff, G-2.
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MEMORANDUN FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFi
Subjectt The Itale-Ethioplen Controversy.

political.

The Loague of Hetions Committes of 13 is scheduled to =est
to-day (March 10) for the purposs of considering the replies of Italy
and Ethiopie to the sppesl for pence eddressed to them by the League.

The British Goversment directed tha Ambageador to Roms to
protest the second bombing of en English Red Cross unit at Quores.
A report of an elleged third bombing had not besn received in Lendon.

¥ilitery.

The order to suspend hostilities in East Africa was short
1lived and Italisn troope have resumed their task of clearing the
Tambien aren aftor a twenty-four hour pause,

Iz his war communique; Number 150, Marshal Badoglle listed
ths losses in the second battle of the Tembien at 291 killed, 1,047
wourded and 35 missing. The killed included 19 officers. Enamy
(Ethiopien) losses are reported to total more than 15,000 dend mnd
wounded .

Fear of air raids is causing unessinese among the residents
of Addis Ababe. After many of the imhabitsnts had fled to the hills,
several houses were robbed, mnd thirteen looters have been executed.

F. Ho LINCOLN,
Colomel; Jenernl Staff,

Aspistant Chief of Gtaff, 0-2.
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March 11, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subject: Tho Itale-Ethioplen Comtroversy.

Political.

The Leagua of Hations Council (Committes of 13) which
wes scheduled to meet omn March 10 to comsider the replies of
Italy and Ethicpie regarding a pesce settlement, hes indefinite-
1y postponed the dete of mesting.

Milltery,

Italisn patrols are active on the northern fromt., Bom-

bardment of villages nesr Gendar and around Quorsm is reported.
Thers are no reports from the southarm fromt.

F. Hs LINCOLN,
Colenel, General 3taff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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March 12, 1936,

il

Subjects The Italo-Eithiopian Comtroversy.

MEMOAANDIM FOR THE OHIEF OF STAFFa

Eolitical.

Italy, although undergoing Leagus punishment through
ganctions, will strongly oppose the imposition of senctions om
Jermany; at the meeting of the Leagus of Natioms Council to be
held Saturday in London. Mussolini hopes to securs the removal
of all sanctions againat Italy in return for his support of col-
lastive security in the German crisis.

Military.

Italy continues to forward suppliss and men to East
Africa, On March 11, 1936, the steamshlp Primcipesss Marie
salled from Neples with 1;4B0 of ficers and men. At the same
time the mircraft carrier Miraglia departed with 40 bombardment
planeas.

Thare are no changes reported inm the military situation
in Ethiopia,

r7.- i ::
Fo He LINCOLH,

Colonel; Jemaral Staff,
Asplotant Chiaf of Staff, G-2.
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March 13, 1938,

MEMORANDIM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa
Subjects The Italo-Ethlopian Controversy.

Military.

Wows from the East African war zone is negligible. On
March 9 the suthoritiss in Rome mnncunced that the operatiom in
Ethiopis would sontinue without being influenced by the Europsan
political situation.

North.

No reports have boen received from the northern front.

South.
Five thousand Fiat military trucks, each capable of

transporting 30 men, arrived at Mogadiscio om March T and de-
parted at once for the Ogadsn fromt.

Indications point to a mjor Italinn offensive on
Herer in the mear future, with the purpese of dispersing the
Ethioplan forces covering Jijigs-Harar and the reilroad at
Diredaws,

I A i
F. H. LINCOLN,
Colomel, General Staffl,
Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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WAR DEFPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
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WASHINGTON,. D.C

i_ 'T&\. March 14, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

Subjects The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy.

Eolitical.

Italy is anxiously awaiting the outcome of negotiations be-
tween CGreat Britain snd France regarding British support for the
French on the continent and the upholding of the Locarno Treaty.

S8hould politieal coercive action be taken against Germany,
the sanctions principle will be stremgthened, thus adding to Italy's
present difficulties.

Military.

Horth,

Reports from Rome indicate an advance of Marshal Badeglio's
forces over a wide front. One corps is reported pushing south along
the Sudan border. The other three corps now on the northern fromt
are gradually extending their lines south of the Takkaze River and
Mount Alaji.

Thers is no indication of opposition from the Ethioplans.

South.
No change in the eltuationm.

Italian air cbeervation is reported over the area from
Neghelli to Addis Ababa.

7

F. H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chiaf of Staff, 3-2,
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March 16, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subjects The Italo-Ethioplan Controversy.

Political.

European diplommts, meeting in London in an attempt to find
a solution to the problem raised by recent Germen action, may at-
tempt to clear up the Itelo-Ethioplan controversy.

This is of minor importance in comparison with their present
difficulties but a settlement between Italy and Ethiopia would clear
the atmosphere in regard to Itely's positien in the newly developed
Buropean situation.

Therse are no representatives im London from Ethiopia, and any
consideration by the League Council in Londom of Ethiopian affairs,
will be carried on without the consent of Ethiepia.

Military.
Itely is expected to continue to push forward her military

forces in Ethiopia. Her domination of territory will aid her de-
mandes when peace proposals are again consldered.

Thers ia mo change in the local military situation.

(07 it

el H. LINCOLN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE CHIEF OF OPERATIONS
Will you please read
enclosed in regard %o the
Philippine situation and speak

with me about it?7

F‘. D. R'
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