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cau;;1lATIO:lC OF ' AJOI! CS::E:AAL PAJU:ER •s 5_L1';; .IORS 

Gonoral :'&.l in Cra1;;, Chief o1' Staff of the .,r:r;,, (Continued) 

December 11, 1935, you returned to tho Unitod States vin the "uet Co.nal , 

arrivinc 1n thin country !'ebrua.rJ 25, 1936, a.nd aaa\1:11ng co~d or the 

l ot Divioion, ~ ort l!amilton , !/evr Yo rk , to l arch 28 , 1936 , clurinc v.ttich 

period you tecporarily co~ded the Second Corps Area, Governors lsl~d, 

:~ew York, f ror.1 ; e.roh 1 to 28, 1936 , You woro thon ordored to :•ort San 

!!ouston , Taxo.s , COl":1DJlc11nr; tho Eiehth Co rps Jj;ree. to tho date or your 

r5tire::ont . 
"Tho r &CO!'dS Of t he •·tu' ;;epe.rtment show that you e.re a !>r a.duate of: 

Cavalry School , Sn=r, Fra.nce - 1904 

i'rench >.e.r Collot;e - 19Zl 

Gonero.l Starr School - 1923 

Art>y \.e.r Collet;o - 1924 

"~'he recorda nlso show that the :ronora1-y Dee;ree or Doctor or Laws 

was conferred upon you by: 

University of South Car oline. - 1927; 

:·tohit;e.n State Colla&e of A~ricul ture rmd Applied Science - 1933 . 

"'lou •:oro awarded the followin(; decorations lr; t h e United States: 

Tho Di stinguiohad Service l'odnl , with oitnt ion rcad1ne; : 

•For exceptional!y coritorious and diatincuishod services. 

!!e oo:r.me.ndcd, vtith tu~.rkod distinction, tho 18th Unitod State~ 

In1'11ntry . LAter , as bri&ado commander , he exhibit ed que.H ties 

of rare leadership , auporb courar;e, ano unusual initiative. 

Fine.lly he conrnanded t ho lot Divis ion in tho Arconno Offensive 

in tho e.utucn of 1918, whoro ho showed hiDsel f to be A skilled 

lender or mnrkod ability . • 

Tho Silver Star ! ~edal , with Oak Loaf Cluster , with tho followin::; 

citations: 
•For cliotin&Uiahod conduct in e.dvnncinr; ro.pidly and capturine; 

and holdin(;, 9ro~ptly and surely all object1vec assie;ned to it 

(18th Infantry ) while auste.in1n& hea..y loeees dur in(; tho advnnco 

tree July 18-22, 1918 , incluo i ve.• 

•ror diatin&~~ishod loe.derah1p , coure.&e and skill in cotmandin& 

tho Firat Infantry llri&ade dur i n& tho a ttack ;.est of the Louso 

rron October 1-11 , 1918 . Conere.l Parker executed all orders 

with dash and loyalty and waa constantly takin(; ceasuros to 

over come the on~' s rosista:nce , to oonservo hin coJ:ano.nd o.nd 

to reach his objectives. • 

"lll addition thereto , you ....,r e awarded t he follo~ foreio> 

decorations: 
Or dor or Hilitary !.:erit (Cuba ) 

Cm%n&Ddor of tho Lo&icn or Uonor (France) 

Croix do Ouerro w1 th throe Palma ( l'rnnco) 

Coamandor or the Order of the Crown ( Dol~ium) 

Cr.ancollor, Ordor of Polonia Restitute. , 'nth Diploca (Poland ) 

Or der of the Crown or Italy (Gr and Cross) 

Order of the Liberator (Kni&ht) (Venezuela) 

Ordor o1' St. Olav (Cot::I&Ddor, lat Cle.aa) (l:orv.lloY ) 

"You wero o.wardod tho insie;nia in &old or tho Geor r;e t.e.ahineton 

Diatinzuiehed Service Order by tho Chicago Goorr;e Waahin&ton Bi ­

centennial CO'n'>llis aion for outstanding noritorious service rendered 

-14-
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W AR DEPARTMENT 
W AR DEf'ARTM~NT CENI!:rCAL STAFP' 

WASHJN \-TON. O.C 

January B, 1936. 

\IEI.!ORANDUll FOR THE CliiEF Of STAFF 1 

Subject• The Italo-Ethiopi~n Controversy. 

Political, 

;t7cSr 
u)lfl v 

~ . . 
- ·' 

Dr. John H~thaway Spencer, 28 year ol d American, has been ap­
pointed as an aseistant to llr. Colson, t he financi al adviser to t ho 
Ethiopian Government, Dr. Spencer wi ll act in political matts re . 

Four Britiah destroyer• have arrived at Piraeus, po.rt of the 
City of Athena, Greece . Throe Britieh doatroyera are at Po roe 
I oland in the Gulf of Aegina, acrose tho Gulf from Athena. Since 
tbo beginning of tbis controversy the British have eont deetroyers 
on vis ite to Greek waters and no particular significance ie attached 
to this visit of destroyers . 

Economic. 

Sanctioniet netione have boon retaliated upon by I t aly in the 
form of cancellation of Italian contracts held by foreign opera 
singers. 

An oil pips line 46 miles long and having a capacity of 1 ,000 
/ t ons of crude oil per day bas been eo~letod botwoen Italian loaeed 

v oil wollo near Beret with t ho seaport of Valona, Albania. The first 
tanker l eft Valona f or I taly with 4,152 tone of crude oil on J anuary 
7' 1936, 

llili tarv. 

The offi cial I talian nr communique for January 7 stated "Noth­
i ng to report on the Eritroan and Somaliland fronts . • 

A regular army division or Alpine troop• hao departed from 
Naples in two contingents of 4,000 and 2 ,500. It io expected that 
those troops will be better able to ota.nd tho bigh altitude of 



/ StblOfb thu th• I~all•.n t.r4opa a .. h tbe a u.a ••• tlla t thue 
llpS.a• troop• • ill bl bethr tt'aln.d to . .. , aa.Uuc, •~atalc 
• a.rl'•r• cot.ld1UOI'•· 

r,r'ri'~ 
'· H. LDrCCUf, 

Color.el, a•neral St.e.tt , 
Auhtant. Chief ot Staff , 0 - 2. 
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WAR OCPARTMfNT 
WAlt OC:r"IT.WI.I'IT GPII!"AL atAtt,. / . . , .. ~ .. ···-.. 

Ja~ry 10, l t)l. 

p 0 11!.191\1. 

Tbt Br1~ "" OO't't1' ... £1t. hi. llalta ht'lltd dapot1.ai10t:'l order• on 
JaDtMU'J f ap.iMt da ltUi&At, OD C:ha.t'& .. Of tftP.J1al ia &eUYiti .. 

preJudiohl to th bter .. h ud •af•tr of tl•• fon.r ..... 

~ o•• • dttpat4b f~ R~ atattt \hat t bt polict ~·rd at !he 
A:arlcu ,..,., ,, and Coa.nlate •• •truathanad • JM•r r 9 t o .ts"bt 
-.em ln•t•ad or t~ two u.:.\&117 ca. lia"\1• Tbt a nitt'l tal:en •• 4•­
clared to bt precaYt1on&r, . 

troa Belaradt H h reportt4 that a ha-st nuber of ltllli&n• 1 

ttt.imJt.td at a ,OOO , htat ldgratK to Yugolla•1a 1 to uetpt Italhn 
llilltat"Y unlet. 'rwo bundn4 add.i tiortal l"tt'ugut &l"t tald. t.o but .,/ 
cruud into oe.-...y rtuntly. 1'bt total 11oaabtr ot Otrw.n •P••Un.g 
rtf'IIJttt fra ltali&n Tyi"'l wbo baY~ aisr.tt.cl to 3tra.t~J ln tbt pu"\ 
d~ lll':)ntht M~llhtrt abocat l,too. 

A eo.-mlqu hnd la !o:~~ 4 t ll1d tht rt,orta of a -tiny 
&=at~~GI Alpin• troop• an4 auac\.ct !he R..uttr• M wt •&•ncr. Tbt coe­
~cpt tnclullo4 tbt foU .. 'iA& U!lUOC-t, ..,_ eoll\iautd p~ttl:14 into ., 

clrCQlat1on of falltboodt dlthcnor• thia lr1tt.h a..- &&.0¢1 &D4 It 
ao; calcwl.at M to 1-.ro•• \ht a t.aoaph•r• \•tft•n .ur aatioot. • 

K!llt.ary. 

Th• D•ran fl. •d Orou anno·.uteed ih intention to ll!tpahh to 
Jthlopit. • lara• tupptr ot medtcinu , ubulancu , t•nu and 'bandiLg•• · 

M .. TJ' t ah• ritb lo• ceHia.,e ewer all of 1\h!opb h.an t.-
mob1lt1•d the lt&likn land and &ir tore••· ., 

7.#"'~ 
r. H. LDI'COUC , 

Colo1:el , O••ral swr, 
.&uirlut Cld•f •f It &It, 0-2. 



SIJ!.IMARY OF IULITARY SITUATION, JANUARY 9TH 

Goneral . The halting of offensive operations in 

Ethiopia pending the attempt to end the cam;>aign by the so-c~tlled 

Hoare-Laval deal has had serious consequences in the military 

cam;:>aign, as the defensive at titude on both front s ""• so np­

pa.rent that the Etbionians have sei:ted the initiative . The con­

sequont smnll successes whlcb resulted will oake them very .uch 

mor e difficult to handle when the Ital ianB ngain attempt to re­

sume operations. 

Northern Front. The posi tion or Marshal Badoglio here 

has suffered considerably f rom an assum~tion or the defensive. 

The attack of the garrison at lia1 Tinchet with the prllctical 

wipins ou t of about a battalion there was followed by similar at­

tacks on the Askari columna operating in tba TembienJ with rurther 

successes . The result has been a withdrawal from tne Tembien ..' 

region and frol:l the extended line on the Talcazzi River in order 

to shorten tba linos and strengthen outlying detachoents. A~ 

offensive now directed at Amba Alagi will be severely harassed 

from both tbe Teobien and Seloa districts. 

~uthern Front. The s i tuation of Cenaral Craziani , 

which was characterized pr eviously by a lack or r einforcements in 

men and materis11
has been improved by the addition to his force 

of the Tevero Pacist Divi sion, but his military position is not as 

favorable due to the approach of large columns of Ethiopian troops 

on his lett flank and consequent spreading of his torce over a 

wide front . The report that Craziani will receive further re­

inforcements in men does not seem reasonabl e due to the extreme 

difficulty of supplying large forces OYer the long line f'rom Moga­

discio and the unfavorable prospect for a drive into Ethiopia from 

the south. 

Itsly, The nported orders tor African service to the 

Alpine troops i s very probably aimed at getting forces of doubtful ~ 

loyalty out of the country. While this i s in line with previous 

details to Africa, i~ concurrent reports on disaffection are truo , 

the policy is becoming increasingly difficult to follow . 

Conclusio~, The African situation of the Italians from 

a aili tery standooint is now at its lo ... s t point and can only be 

remedied by a determined aggressive offensivo that will involve not 

only good generalship but first class work on the part of tho troops. 



I 
The ab ill~ or the I ta.l.lA.ru: '-0 ~a. tra \e t.o Add.l.a I Mh prior 

too t.h. auatr rdAI 1<t pract.leall.J oU aM l' the eu,alp here 

11 to bo used at • Cactor 1n ~h• po11ttc4l aituation lt. ~~ 
tnrtlC~tt. t.hl t Wuu olini • Ul. eltber qutt. hi• ventur i ln toM 

• &1 or t11ht t.he League w1t.M.n the nut. t.wo 110nths . 

A. n. s . 

2 
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WAR D E PARTMENT 
WAR OE~AATMENT GEN ERAL STAP~ 

WASHINC TON, O .C 

Januar y 11, 1936 .. 

IIEMORANDUU FOR TilE CHIEF OF STAFFs 

Subject s The Italo-Etb.iopian Controversy. 

Pol.itical 

v f}5~ 
t/.J,;. //,./ 

The report• of Italian air bombardment of Red Crooa units i n 
Ethiopia have resu l ted in universal condemnation of I talian action. 
The harmful effec~ on Italy of an antagonistic public opinion through­
out tho world baa greatly outweighed any poeaible benefi to from a 
military point of view that coul d accrue t o I talian arms in Ethiopia. 

While antagonizi ng the world at l arge, these bombings have 
reaultod i n a passive hoeti l i ty in Sweden and t he rogistoring of a 
formal protest by tho Egyptian Govornment . To date, reporto allege 
the Italian bombing of three Rod Crooa unite o one Swedish and two 
Egypt ian . Official denial of thes e reports by Romo , aro publ ished 
but not featured by the prees . 

The Waoh i ngton Poot of J anuc.ry 11 states t hat Italian languc.go 
newspaper• and a.n organitation known a& the "Friends of Italy in 
America,• have started a campaign of propaganda in tho Uni ted Statoe . 

Identical proteeta to be forwarded t o the State Department are 
being c irculated. The protest ro ads• 

"I protest against American associ at i on with League 
oi Nation• sanctions activitiee. I protest against 
etatemonte of membere ot t he preeent Administration in 
'iluhington showing cooperation with t he scheaes of tho 
British Government ae regarde sanctions and embargosa. 
I protest against our Government medd l ing with European 
aanctione and embargo policies . • 

ltilitary . 

There is no change in the mil i tary eituation in Ethiopia. 

~ 
F. H. LINCOLN, 

Colonel, Gene ral Staff, 
Asoie tant Chief of Staff , Cl-2 . 



W f'r> DEPARTMENT 

WAft on _,iT.,_.C:~•T OI:NIEAAL. STAFF 

I .. , ~ e ov ••OM ... 
WA~HIN TON. O C 

Jan1111ry 13, 1936. 

ME:IIORANDU\1 FOR THE CHIEF Of' STAFF 1 

Subject 1 Tho Italo-Sthiopian ControYOray. 

Economic . 

Tho London Daily Telegraph of December 27, 1935, roporta a 
~25,000 ,000 increase i n tho gold holdingo or the Bank o! Franca, 
tho gold coming mostly from Italy. This is another inetanco of 
I taly' s vanishing gold roeorvoe . Tho Bank of Italy suapondod pub­
lication or the amount or ito gold rooorvos on October 20, 1935 , 
and sinco that date no reliable Cigure on Italy' • gold holdi ngs 
has boon ~do public, 

In Egypt , tho conetruot i on of 50 milo• of railroad, extending 
tho railo westward on tho Alexandria-Fuka line, to llatruh, 11 going 
on at a rapid pace. Thlo lino parallels tho coaot toward tho 
Libyan border and tho oxtono1an 1o .. u-tod to coat the l>gyptian 
GovornDOnt about $900 ,000, 

IUUtary, 

Tho "Little Raina• or January rainy uuon in !i:thi opia began 
unusually early tbia year. Tbia rainy aeaaon nonoally laata !roc 
aix to oigllt woeta. In Vay or J1111e the r&i.na begin again and laat 
until October, 

With only a row waako botwoon rainy ooaaona remaining for hie 
eaopaign it is doubtful whether Oenoral Bodaglio, the Italian com­
mander in Eaot Africa , wil l bo able to hold any Ethiopian territory 
a outh or A dan. 

Thirty-five hundred Italian troops on two steamers aailod tram 
Naplaa for East Africa an January 12, 1936. 

r.:~~ 
Colonel ' oo ... ral StLtt ' 

Aaeiatll-Dt Chief or Starr, o-2 . 



WAR OIPAR'tMIN't' 
WAR Dr~AWTNI~T OI~C"AL .,.,, 

...... u ···-

IOOLQWrooll FOR THE CHlif Of StAJ'I' 1 

Subjeet1 The Italo•ltbloplan Controverey. 

Polit.hel. 

Althovgb UuuoU.~l hu b .. 11 quottd •• proc::iaing• (1) that 
ht wou.l4 not. • Ubd:ra• froc tht L••cu• ot HaU ont t nn it oil unc­
U.one art lnvokod and , ( 2) that ht WO\lld. no\ attack Great Brit. in; 
tM 8rlthh conth:ue prtc&utiCIMTJ •u:.&rtt for tbt protection of 
•lta.l a rttt h. the M.tdihrruu.n . 

n:e Br"ithh Ae.tnJ.tr announced tha\ the H001 Flee·t 11: to 
arrhe at At'Ott !ay, $9&U, on Jt.J\U&I"J n tor the day .. .aneu•art. 
n .. tlttt rill then 1•••• tor Olb.-..Uar 10 •• to trriYI tbt:"l 00 
J.sva.ry 24. Unitt or the fleet YUl r-.to ic tbe .-lc SnU.r or 
01bralter !ndtfielt tly. 

Mllitary. 

lt&.jor Norun i . fith , Atthhrrt U. $ . U!Utar-y Attaet.. in 
Rome, it t o 1••• • aoon tor E&tt Africa. Attaobtt from Austria , 
1-tun.gary and Japan will tho bt authorlud to vidt the It.ali&l'l 
rront. 

\larebe.l Ba.do&].i o reporttd on Janu.ary 13 to Roru tha.t air 
patrol• had rtconnoitered the Danakil &rtt ~nd wert activt over tbt 
rtlt&itlir.a i ri trtt.n front . 

"~ ' · K. Lncou;, 
ColoAtl , Otnt ra.l 5t.rr , 

.l .. tat.aat. Cbht of Stair, G•Z. 
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WAR OI!:PARTMENT 

WAtlt OV'"AitTWI"'t O E " ELIIAL lfAff 

. ... -- -·-oe 

Januar)' l S, 193S . 

liEIIORANWII !'a\ THE CHIV Ol' S7AfT o 

Po1U1od . 

,_ .,. t:o 

r .:.., . 
;_,/ ,,~/ 

The publlcation o( u.nnplOJ1111ft\ et&t.ht.let hU b .. n Wll)ttl4.1d 

by U•• It.aliu authorl!ha. ( NoiUie,Uon in BrU.hh 1UAbt.ry of 

Labor 0a£et.t.o, Dtoe=ber 193S.) 

The lttl1.n of tlolal ,aaotte on January 13 , 1936 , provide• for 

an t~tr& app~oprlation of 640,000,000 lirt ($51 , 392,000) to cover 

a Ut tary upttl"' in lut A frio&. 

A 3rU h h .. .r.:llip • quadroe cOMhUco ot ;M kttlesb1pt lld­

•on and Rod:nay , alrcraft carrhr f'\ldotu , oruiur Cairo , and 15 dt­

etro)'ttl loft Bncland J•nuarr 14 tor the vicinity o f Gibraltar . 

rla1t unih rithdrawn fr0t11 th1 UtcU.h rra.nun to HolM dation• 

S~olud• ih1 ba\\lt crai••r Hood , battl1ahip Aamilll•• • and erui11r1 

Ot1oo an4 S1pt.\IAI . 

N.r . Walt.tr R\lod-.n 1 Pt11iden'\l o f nt Br1t1th Bor.rd of f r·adt , 

h r eport•~ b1 tht Ia\.tr""M.Uoaal :~ ... S1r.ioe to han t tahd 'tbd 

lUliu oU t uppU .. • •:-• ~:~w tutricilll.\ to la1t tbrwcb tht cut ... Ill 

aaotiu~ 

or t bt lO$ • •npap t r oorru pon4tnU rorarl.y •t Atl4it Ababa 

\bt r t r..aio only 14 a.•• wrlttte and 3 pboto&raphert. Tht rt art 6 

cOI"ttlpontbntt a \ Dtu!.a. A. M&abtr or corr•qond:t n\1 toreerl7 at 

H1.rar have hf't ttlat e:By, .an)' "-•inc returntd to tbt lr h«atl . Ia 

all \ht rt r•main onl)' about 2' oorr1apondentt ou t of tht large nuabtr 

,.ho Nthed to Cthiopia in OOtobtr 1935. 



r 
I 1\&J.a b t't9lr\~ O'tU tb• a~nla .r lUllop1• 1 wHh et .. r'ln& 

tky 11'1 tht uuthtm or•• • ptnd.C. llJI.i a. 1r ret:Qn:ulluanu. 

~~ , ... H .~mcoUr: 

OoloMl , Oontral "·•tt, 
Ahbt.-.At Ch.ht of St.rt , 0-.2 • 

• 2 • 
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I hAve yvwr lot:or or Jan~~r ~t.~~tcenth in regard 
to M.~~t1o:l4l u1rorart . ! fully ro.'l.li .~c th.c ohortae;c cG.UGcd 

by !~lure o~ np;;rCJi)t·iu~ion\l: ttrior to lOJ.:O . ;.!.::;> , I ronlizc 

thnt th~ ~~o~t provid~~ in the burtect 7!11 no~ ~crvo muc~ 
c:ore !hAn a :-epla.eo.:ont _:1:'0.;:-('~ ~or •. !~t:• ot c.:re&!: nea ... ~1ch 
IJ.Jot be 1a.med14.tel:t &":C:-#t!)_peJ.. 

l~OI'YC '.'C'r 1 I v:!el" :··~o".\ nnd ~he ~!.of o! St3.!f \'.'OUl(!. 

cor.. ldor thfl cl tuo.ticn frot~: ~r··.> t.."'\~lnn. ;"i !'d t 1 
the H<lli t!on 

~ · no:.:ly five hundre:i :~e-;, pl\t.''\1')~ " ;.:cor to:- r~v~r~l yrors 

.. 1.11 dot1n1 tcly ir.crca~o "tl"'? t?t::! :liJ.;Jbe= to':fUd.!'t the 

... · .. jecUvc, thou5h the ln~ro~c r:ill ~c alo\'tc:- tht!.'!l th.:l.t 

pro;>oood b~ the Array . ?or lnc ~.moo , tho i:~:f)c\\a.to ::c':'~pp1r-t; 

ot ol( plnn~o t:ill tt.l)t •• J:rla.lly dc.::rcncc r.:'l :~oon na r:o £tOt r i d 

o! thoce purchnvcd p~i~= ~o 13~3 . The ~ew planes ;!~co t~~t 
c!.a.te c:u~ eontinllo on ! h,.. a,.tt·.rc lio! !o~ ac~4' yo~~ to c~e . 

Oooond, tho ar.~~~ o: in;rcnc~~ ~~p~o~r!~tio~= !~T the ~1 

rmd ;{nV~' ho::::: rto-.mtcJ one~ yC"c:•· :i1lr!n; thP, r.:..ct t~:roe yon.rt: 
'to cruch an cxtone tlint it 111 cnl'"'iBflj .1:ou. tho poifl.t ot V1.1ltT 

o! ~hl'l. n:Ltiondl tin.n.r1e<.":J, ''ld, !ncidc:t~:tlly, 1:roo t he point 
o: ·.•ie':f ot i)\.l.blio Ol)1l:i.,:l, ~or :-:o to roco=c:u:l c.e;a tiona.l 

_1nc;o:a.eoc c,·,or th·::,rr ':...,:t-:u.1r.~ii 1n t.ho "c-J~ct . 

"(\ 
7. o. n. 

niii} 
{f~5:J 
u 
I 
' I 

I 
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DECLASSH'! -~ 

~ :>lr, ~200. 9 So pl . ~7, .• 
1,\IR by 1' v-·•~,1 iJb'" J..;.·~•·•-1 

!to Prooldcnt, 

'lht 1\tute llouco . 

S1neo IQ' t'f .. tu..~ tr~ t.ho 0:-iant 1 h\.vo !"oun~ A tro=.c;ndou:l 

.1ntoro tst on tho P'·rt. o! t.hc pro::::: , t~ pu!Jli¢ 4n~ r:.c;.ber:s or 

Cong:ro:lG concornin£ t.l'le ' t '!tc of til·~:-!ift t n tho J..:-ny Air Corpo . 

J'urtflar~ore "'J vi"it to til<! ?b~~.illO~ cr!'o~COd :z.& 4l\ Of'j>Or1.U:tity 

to eon!'1:'1.1 oy u..;dc.rr)t.::.,cdinc: or t!::) o1 -:.~nt1or.. I t.Mro!"o ... ·o de:liro 

to plaze boforo : OU CC"lO~T. f~c t> •hicb 1 fc•l Obo"ld be in ~our 

po:.l.:ti'!;Clon J.n lf..,J' f'utu:-o : o:l ... idc:';\t\on of tl"J.u vo:y Jt1portf.nt 

c:a.tter •hlch :Jcq be o <!c.t.!)loncd ,,Y U..'lJ 4.:t1on of the Co!lc;rt-:1:1-. 

Iou o:-o 4'tt:~re of t.ho ~.lltl.J 1nvo.ttJ~tJQiml rol•LtJ.""C to .\lllt.--.rJ 

t~vi3t.ion \\1\1' 11 br.vo t!Jcon pl.a::o ln t ltc pa:.t. You •ill : c ooll t ll't 

t.~ A.i:-.:r 1tf't. J..! t or 1!)~3, c:\to.!tcd Q£ li. rc:~ult. o:' t':OY!Jt'.tl I"'O::Ip,•ohO.O­

e 1Vo 11'1va:..t1z . ttonD , provide.:! to:-." :i ':.t-en~h ot &i;;htco:l l'r;.l.icL~:!d 

(lBOJ) n1q>l·•n~u 1n the A~.:.;· Ai r ~;o :pa. 1'nl c f.l curo """ r \ i ood to 

t\CI:11:.; - t hreo l;w;dre4 t>.C!\t.7 (2::10) b;t l:<>t.h tl:~ !)nt:l lllld !1-'\ko;• r onrda 

~d :!uUat:.t."lt.1nt.od o.c a ro::..-onr.hle a.rul dOtJirnhlet !'1(."\l:"Ct ~y your 1""0-

cont Fe~crol l·v~ntio:> Co>:.U! cion. 

DnBJ>ito t ho t horou0hll conr.1dcr<Jd r.n(. ~c~ofu!l)' cbt>"!l , .• . ,~lu­

doos ot t !to c!)Ov" l13tod aatho o·ttiou on tho noooc of nnt 1ono.l rlo­

fOllce t ho Ar.,'f .l.ir <:orp5 io not •Hhin 3CVOr:.l. h:J:>Mod r.irpl=os ot 

t llo lo•ur .flcu~o of o1cht aon hundred (lOCO) <nd l>r.3 uo proopo,•t ot 

arriving at t his firure •~ oh& ba~15 or epproprJ.at ions n3 ao'o in 

pMt ye ... <O or oonto::plr.'ted under budc;ct tlgu.·eo u op;>rovC!d ror t.ho 

ficool yo~r 19~7 . 

I \o1Gh 1.o :.o.ek• it. r..lor,r tl.:.-t. t.ho pro ... o.n.t. Jha •·t..· t;o ot tt.i:-;U."'n.as 

in not due .,., eondHJ.on• of rc "tnt orlgin but to .rou~rc. or the Con­

IF"" t.o p;"OV1do c~uc;u .t. fu;lc:; ovc,. 11 p~:lod or yo-.re pl"ior to 1!>33. 

iho Chiof oC tba J.J.r eo~,s ruc;ub-ly ro~o:-•:e~t.o<l tho ap~ro,r1nt1on ot 

&<!O~U:.t.o !'Wld:l '1 .. 0 ;- t'O}.Il.:J..:6~11CUt flnci /. ~ntOMJ\0:0 ot oirt:roft. F\lndO 

wore not tor t.hcoo.inc in l\114rly tr.e ~t~. ou::t: no,,oc:>!l:-y cit.b t he recult 
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\ l'ht. " ro~~ G:·,.:;tt.: !l! t~ t.ion o.;;~ .... , d in 1.1"' ;>tJ.-lo'J r'"'l)4 18:!4 to 

Uli (i . ,.'lXI ln.!.! t. ll'lt• o-1' t \!1:' Ji\v~.·-l' ":- .:.., ,, ,:ot't•!l ;•:-o:; ·•, J".lr/IU*tt L 

to t.M J.Jt. .;':' ~~'"'~C·'H•4 ur J ::l; ~ , J~·u, '~ t.h ua ul'\.!•ft\..1 o'Jo'lth'o 
ot eJ ch~ t::.:.:.t!·o~ (llJ~j ~!.:1llr:lw;, ·ovJLcd A "'"'11' '-•'"\l..::.! v• > ·Ill• 

tor " " ~ \~A p.,·ct ... o~ \."z J.t.- :~·r N . .i 1::•.1\J h . h<ff'.t ;x;:,':'.:.Q':.! ·~u ... 
31~\.otnt.l.] t.t;Ud W'tl: tb\.«.l~ t-...... C' ·o. !,..':.4,.,; =~ ; ·~ ·~:- -r.•..t\n:•;a~ ro:­

t bo l.:-1 J.;r C•):,,~. c.&;. :.·u;..: 1,.1.· ~1 • v . .. e :.!1~ fo'"'tt~':.J.:ns: A~~ 

t.Nt "! r Cot1':1o :.: 1Qti ,W..,'J.O•\tlJ n?\o •,•,•N'I7.t ·.t.a;t t'.,u• .,c-·1· .. ~ttnd 

l~:t ;· ~·o·:v ;~ cn'l. o!' 11011 <•ir.~r,:ft Qlo ""'t LII ··1·•~•<1 ur;,tc.r \."Jl t ?1vt-­
ho~ r P1•ot;:Jw • 'a"h: o1 fn: t. , ..!('U:•lc;.'ft \i '• t~h *•'"'-., ~'~'' 1\l l01 ,,c-.. n'i ·O ~• .} t..~ \.tJd 

'b: t.!"', O~.tt.l~,o .;;~:.:t '' ~~~ ·cr.-. u. -=-~~'"' of .i:-·•1• " "·" ~"1'1.\.hurr.i ln or-
v! "»;-o::~G •:..tL• n<~t,. .·,t, .&.'l,. :<\. .n.;.l!:·c, to ..,."'1•!':.~ t!-.o 

c.·!l.\~·d .1-:.t:.·. ti.~, :.0 .. L.c:;:"'-. ."( . .1. :~•t; r -t-ooc o ~t•\iw:a !: :.~~.:g... 

lo.O:l t w .. &.t.! .t• l!.o'"/ :H . .; ~ 1. ot!'l. \.lt~. '"CI"' •o: t '-0 t l:"' O"l,\11 )":'-C:\!. ft( t i-,MI 

Ar- y Alr .::.:u·.:: t.rtr. 'l.t o Ccr,, -.'11 f!o~•t:t,u , ;·W:-.t .\:;- 1o:·. ~ i ,; tn bto ··ol"­

,..,.,,,1\tl o:• t, , · (' ;'•' 4 V(,mtJX1 !t~ !tN ~o·:lli: 11o: r t1 , 

'li'.-l •'0 + (., l1 1.1~ ,...·..,~! :1~1': t.Jf Lc!t!t,U, I._, !'11!1'1 .. '"..'J rfoio:O 111• 

'!.he .le:! .;.~.·:l~;' c,!' 'IS• • .~t., t.";·,te~. ;tl."l~pr.c L"!tt ; _;,,. •o .. ;-. ln a 

o;ns! U o.""\ d:~ "CC o~)· l'u.•ttk (:! · ~ ,-,,n1 •.. .lu4 r- <.. " tl\ ) .11'L" t..') he 

.:OtO 1-: .. :-c..: -~~:-.~!"ur. 1 Mro t,l. ":..on, •~1:!: ~ '\1-.:t•----41tt 

by ' '/ .;to.J.Q: .::!" t. \ !f, t: , h,.. t J"_,v,; 1:M 't·v l'lic ( ttl' t'loot r-o.•u...,. en\. 

or •!r,b\ l-.u.'\cl ·~ d (CJO) 'l~r.·l· :a~. ~·t: · • ~~~,. t"<), ' ..-. 1 orJut1 or ~h-·e·;) 
yen~· ~. . !.u1h ~ ,~l .... n \olJl d!'\. ..;:\1.' .Y\',\i \. .... f 1,\1: ortlorl.> • .. m t>"r! .. 
t\lO' l\. J ,bU.:,lt; . r.r, 0 !' l~M A .. , i • l .. O:;,e•• t but, t t .. ~~ t o1 "It .1\t''• ~ n .. 
... ..1 \. f'f'O t. :ro •.nt of v:;:l. ui" c .u , l-1.U .e· ! :. t•,-, ., 1 ~· nn t. 
o: t:• ·~ 1. .,... o!" l·r.' lc :;r~l:t ,._..at.:. t'J. '' · '-0 ~·to .,, •• :"' 

:~!\,•;•l t~ .,..,, t .~ "".. o·rt. · •"' -:U '"' .•. , "\tA to-e: ..:~!t--o ~:--

tnS '\•:Oo.l~-utt: t:a to :r,! l:J• t llc• tj .&'U'l" t t.!.:-; . 

'l~ J\ .. Ot:rn !l.:;b J l .t ··6 ~~:.· t!u , n r t" •"! d . f'nt \.c;.l ~he1 rt~.~ ..... " " 

0!' t,\' ., llt..lr' :.;ort. ""'" lp 'ho-d \l•lVU t.ll'' •hnVo •'1\: t.tw« ~l~JI n·1 t'o'!~·U ' " Cd 

tr.r \."'A fl""'l c q• 1 .r;,7 1.":~ :·· • • ··lf.t,!;on of ~~ .. 11\ t~C •;:.4-,t:"{..d 

e :i:1-;\ ! U:on ·.ol.l .,, (;lx, :....J,;#O'~) (gr !! o;. ,.. :.; .. ·.,·~o.. b 
eQ .. n .&c u..: ~· r t".: ·o t e- :-. J!x. .lc. ... l.J..en !nt.o , 4

,., .... mL .._.,..e r .... t. 

t}l C. o:Jl.~ ~ ~.'"\ of . t. o-wh. .,_JW 1:l f' !.vV •t.td "4 t !lt ;.1'0-<:.!--. tt.t. 
ot l'llr,:l:.nvo, 1·:1 t J'I-.q \..1 \.-"J. ·..o~~~· .. 1.t'w nr.c.:::; or t ·• ;.:- 1 t..lt" ~or;.t. 

h .llyt.lhtt .. •1:.\.l tf\o •"0 or _ l 1,1 ~ !u o•: , V' ·~ ;,:rd of rl.t ;: :"'~ •cldr:, 

! 1 ) tJ\1; on:. \.ru~ t~~:tl , (l..._w;~.:. m~t.ll ~ rouar-ch "\U(l ~/.·~H'A t,.,, ... ..-n•f. •!tid 

c.ll o t.:A-r 0)1.;~-nd:'t.'.l N· t:v!f~t.·.l \. .. 1"1'1.-::.·;el. L.·. · " ·~'" n.,ur•· d 

: .:.;elY<.( :4~ 'to~ .~ ..... ~of thO .a. ~\I~ C4 :'\~..! 1: "'~-" t'. II rl'V! n!on 

or ~' t .. r ."cz.. .. r.u ~ : r.!'l'o. tJ" c.: c..c: \-: :. c.c1l ) a,, ox! ·::t..cl.)r 
r~l4:- tt,Qt; • .rJ: :;,- t0\'001 (O:t7) ,\';'l•u ~ ·-;. ~ 0"''1~ U;.'ld~tr 
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l oc:Jen tor tro~t yfJ ·,t· ~n·uo~ , \.'hr.·~clJ~ t h.::; 'H'nlo bo nc.>cc:u !'\t~ ~ .o-ro thO 
Alt Coc-p3 nt !uH ot.rcnt;t h1 ! t. :<' r:J~ t~ .:.1:' no 111lav~etlon o! tllo cr'iticul. C<>r.<i.it.Jon no~ fi:V otu >e; t.u ~ :;ho .•tt.t;o~ . 

:lou llill. be plootP.d t.~ it.1o·,, t.!1t1 t. :.u,,h "~" d':'orll!'t. n~ e.ro no~. ~el.n~; proc.ued ~hu• <··>~/.ctd .t•p· ow ont3 1n ape,'(! 11nd 
ot her vor!o~. c..'\ce t:b!l:·~~o:ter!at~'l~ c:·.d t h-.t. t l:c co:Jp~titln pro­
curo •. ent ,u·ocodu:o not. In Oi'ltr tJt lc:t i o octc ~t.i vel;- r oot.ol•inc cueh !J•p~ov11~on to u ..-au oa ~vecdlull up tho deli vocy ot. R i rorntt to t.hn .I.;·•·Y AJ.r Corp& ,• 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR DEPARTMENT G ENERAL.. STA,.F 

· ~ Mll.lfA'=V IN'I'IU. IOrNC~ OlYl.IOW G·.l. 

\ W A SHIN C:T O N , O.C ,. 
Jt.m>o.ry 16, 1936. 

KDORANDUII FOR Tl!i: CHIEF OF STAFJ' a 

Subjecta The Italo·li:thiopil.ll ControYOray. 

Political. 

The political newo of tho day consioto wholly of rumors. 
Among these o.re tho following • 

Tha British Cabinet 1e sa id to ho.ve i nstructed ita !"oreign 
Secretary , Mr. li: den , to eound out the opinion of other net iono , at 
tho January 20 moot i ng of the League of llatione Council, on t ho nne· 
tiona question and not to to.ko o.ny determined stand t or an oil oanc· 
tion at thio time. 

At Genova it 1e rumored tht.t an e!!ort rill be ,.de to o.void 
tho question of oil oo.nctiono by t.ppointing a League C011111ioeion to 
etud,y the It&lo·Ethiopi&n diopute on li:thiopio.n territory. Thia would 
clol&y o. dofinito clocioion on further oo.netione f or at leaet a month, 

From Paria i t io reported that the French are negotiating 
rlt h Great Brit&in tor a loan of four billion ! ranee. Thio loan , if 
101de , it ie aeoumed will be ap pl ied to the rrench extraordinary mill· 
to.ry budget of about eix o.nd one bo.l f billion tro.nee , all of which io 
to be covorod by o. loan, 

lilitarx . 

Figbtin,g bao oocurred on tbo oouthorn front in the Yieinity 
ct Dol o rlth both oidoo cl&iming a victory. 

Tha Auotr&lio.n Red Croeo hao o.nnounood ito rillingnuo to 
eend a oa.pleto unit, rltb four doctors o.nd ten orderliee, to ltbiopio. 
o.nd 1o prepo.rod to oend til !Ida o.nd Reel Crou equipment t o tho I tal ian a, 

1undo fer o. aecond Britioh Red Crooe unit have beon raiood in 
li:nglo.nd by public wbacription, 

?;#~ 
F, H, LINCOLN, 

Colonel, Gonoro.l Starr , 
Aooietant Chief ot Sto.tt, G• 2, 
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OFFICE OF 

TliE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF TliE NAVY 

.v: 20 Jan,_,- 19.36 

• 

.. ... --:. ._-

lliee 11 . A. LeHand , Secretary to the l'reeident. 

I baYe abown thie to the Secretary, ed 

returt1 all papere bererlth. 

Frcnk l · r . r.ocse vel t Li br11.ry 

0 . Gllk~IHED 
DOD DIR. 5aoo. e <~/27/68) 

Date- !l-/ 7-~-, 
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THII: WH ITE HOUSE 

W~lNCIT'Oftit 

January 15, 1936. 

!ltl!OR.\ZiD\Jll FOR 

'rdE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE !l.:..W 

I bo~e the President 

t elked with you about this this 

mornins. At any r a te, he t old 

~e t o put !t in an envelop~ and 

send ! t t o you. 

K. A. Le Hand 
PR.IVA~ SECRETARY 
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I WAR DEPARTMENT / 1-

BUAEAU 0,. INSUL.AR AP'JFAI RS 

WAaHINOTON .. ~,.,.to 
B. I. A. Ko. ... ·······••••••••• ••••••. December 20, 1935, 

v 
~ORAN>'CM for the Secretary ot \Jar: 0 

SUBJ"EOT: Future policy or the Uili ted States regarding 
r etention ot naval baaea in the Philippines 
after independence, 

Since ~ return to Washington I have heard considerable discussion 
ot t he above subject. Tne viewa that I have heard expreeeed are gen­
erally in favor or an early announcement or our intentione regard ing the 
r etention or naval baaea after independence. I am accordingl y attaching 
he reto tor ready reference a copy or a memorandum of this Bureau, dated 
February 2, 1934, which, it wi l l be noted, recorda a summary or the re­
aulta or a conference relative to the above subject which waa held in 
the Office or the Secretary or War at the t ime the reenactment or Phi l ­
ippine independence l egi slation waa under consideration. The office no­
tation t hereon ahowa the acti on taken by you at that time. 

The Independence Act (Sec. 19(b)) pennita two years after independ-
ence ff!or the adjustment and settlement ot all questions relating to 
Naval Reservations and fueling stations or the United States in t he Phil­
ippine Ialanda and pending auch adjus tments and settlement the matter or 
Naval Reservations and fuel ing atationa ahell remain ,in ita present atatua.• 
This leavea the matter in a s tate or uncertainty aa to what course the United 
Stat es may elect to follow after independence . The nature ot any announce­
ment to be made and the time or making it are not matters with which t hia 
Bureau is particularly concerned, 

Although mattsre relating to defenae measures in the Philippine Is­
lands are not t he direct concern or thie Bureau, in view or the tact t hat 
I wae preaent at the conference referred to above, I am talcing the liberty 
of adding • br ief statement or my viewe relati ve to t he protection or our 
national intereate in the Philippine Islands attar independence ia eatab­
liahed. 

It must be recognized that t here are elwaya poaaibilitiea of ole.ahea 
1n the \Jeetern Pacifi c in which we might become involved ao long aa we have 
aaTereign interest• there . However, when these sovereign intereete are te~­
inated there would appear to be no earthly reaeon tor the United States ever 
to became involved in a major war in the Weatsrn Pacific. Tbie statement i e, 
ot course, baeed on t he assumption that no nation or aound mind would allow 
itself t o became engaged in a serious war that doea not involve protection 
ot vital intereete. Certainly tae United Statsa will have no vital inter­
eats in the Weetern Pacific att ar withdrawal or aoverei gnty from the Phil­
ippine Ialande. 

. . 

' ' 

\ I 



or course we will continue to have impor tant trade interests there 
with all oriental countries, including t he Philippines, but t here would 
appear to be no greater need to retain naval baaea in t he Phi lippine !a­
lands beoauee or trade interests than to have similar baaea i n t he Med­
iterranean or other areae in which we have trade inter es t s, We will con­
t i nue under the competit ive conditione or world trade to aecuro such share 
or t he oriental trede ae may be poss ible between nations in friendly, re­
latione with each other, 

trpon withdrawal or United States sovereignty f rom t he Philippines in 
1946, it would seem to be matter or wiee policy to withdraw entirely to 
t he Hawaiian defense l ine. In the event this course should be decided up­
on, it is believed our def ense plana ough t to be baaed upon the defense of' 
t hie line with no major movements beyond it contenplated. This would not 
exclude plana for extending operations beyond that line aa s upplemental 
to ite defense, but would exclude any major movements . The devel opment or 
pl ans to meet this strategic arrangement would be in accord with a policy 
or national defense based upon the protection or our vital i nt eres t s and 
not designed f or military aggression into dist~t parts or t he world waere 
non-vital i nteroata only are involved. 

Section 11 of the Independence Act r equests t he President "at t he earl ­
iest pract icable date, to enter into negotiations with foreign powers with 
a view t o the conclusion of a treaty for t he perpet ual neutrali zation ot 
the Philippine Islands****•, Should this government decide t o take action 
in accordance with this provi sion of t he law, an early decl aration as to the 
i nt entions of the United Statu regarding the r etention of naval be.eea in 
the Islands after independence would appear to be appropriate . 

1 Incl: 
Copy mama. 

~~ 
CREm F . COX, 

Chief of Bureau. 

Frankl ~r. P. f.oosevelt Library 

OEGLAS8!FIED 
DOD DIR. o2oo.9 (9/27/1511) 
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Sl.tiJtOT: rut u.r. J>Ollor o.r \llo UZ>1 ~ .n a t eo t<el!*nllftl 
ro too\1on or DOY~l baaoo In \ho Fbll lpp tnon 
aCt or 1n4opondanoo. 

fl lnoo rq ro \UJ'Il t o l•aatdnaton l ~~a .. h•nl oonoldoroblo dloouooton ot Cllo &boYO oubjoac . Tho Yie .. \haC I boYo b•nl upr .... 4 ore gen­orollJ ln taYor or on • r lJ auouno-t or our t.nunUou rea a.rdl.as tba ro\ onUcc or nucl bo ... attar tlldopon4onGo. I a:a • conltnclr ottoob i.Dg horoto for ··••dT r<~taroGO O • OOpJ or ft ... ,.,rondua or U>.t. Buroau, 4ato4 r obruary 2, 19:14, '*lob, U otl : bo DO l ed, rooordo a .,_rJ of \Ito re­oul\o of 1 oontoro110o reloUn to tbe obou oubJoo' "" lob ... bold tn l.bo Of rtoo Of tt.o o>Mrot&ry of .. or It tho \lao tbo roollllolaont or Tbll­l pplno l n4opon4onoo l oetala\lon wao UD4or oono14ol'llUon . Tbo orrtoo no­t a tion \ b trOOD abowo tbo aot1oo \OUD by YOU aC that UlOO. 

'lbo ln4opoll4onoo ..ot ( looO . lt(b)) pomotto \110 yooro otCOt• 1Ddopon4-onoo •tor t uo adjuo~oG\ and oo t tl .. oot of oll QUOO\IGoo roloclng to llenl Rooona\lono on4 fuollq otoUono ot t ho lfll1\o4 SCOhl In U.o I b ll­lp, bo Iol...U. 0114 pOD41nc w.U adjuoUleo \o 11114 ooHllr.ot~C t bo u H or ot l•oYol Rooono\lcao and tuollna otbtlou olloll r-.ia In 1\o proaoo' etowa. • ~11 l oaYoo t ho co ttar In a atote or un oortalntr •• to what aouroe t bo Ubtte4 J toe .. may oloot to roU oo anor 1n4opon4onoo . '111o no\ 1.11'0 or •111 alllounoo­M n\ t o be a do oD4 \Ito tiM or matt nc It an ""' IIAt COn wlt.h oblob tble Duroau to perUoulerlJ oonool'Ud. 

U\ltoU&h <Ja\LII'I rela\IDf! to 4etonao a:.oaaur .. 1a \bo I bt llpplno I e­la.i4 o e re 110\ \he dtroot OODOOrtl or Wo UW.OU, 1o Yloo or t he t"oo\ that 1 ao prooou u \Ito oontoro11oo r ororrod to aboYa, I • hltl111 \he U bortr or a441as a bZ'1et oco...,ont or rq Ylon roliUn to " ' ' protaouoo or our naU onal i ot oroete In \be l b tllpr lno l elen4o aCtor IM 6pen4onoo 11 oetab­Uello4. 

It IIUOt be rooosnloo4 t hat t lloro are ol•11 pooolbllUloo or oloeheo In "•• l'oeurn Poottto 1n olblob we llir)lt boooone lnolftd 110 lana ee we haYO eon r.tp ID\erMto l.boro . llM<onr, olbon \booo OOYorelp tateroeto aro t e -1oato4 t boro ooul4 oppuz &o h no oartlllr ,..._ tor \bo \IDUo4 s ca t .. ••or t o boo~• 1nYolYo4 to a .. Jor oar t o t t e Woo\oru Paoltl o. tb1o etotomont to, or oouJ• .. , boood on t ho ooo.,...t1oD that no MUOn or oouncl ll1o4 woul4 ollo• ttoolr t o booGIIlo e.....,.o4 1ft o oorl uuo war \be\ 4ooo DOl IJnooln prot~o~ ot Yltall l n to r eoto. CortolnlJ U.. II1>1 M4 •• tote o will Ilona ao Yltol 111\0r­ooto 1.11 u.o w .. t • l'll Pao1t1o anor wltbd ra .. l or ooyo"'lt:Atr r ,..,. \ba r bu­l pptoe X.landl . 



Of IIOUl"M WO •U.l OOD\hUa &0 U'ra ~OJ''IUI tnda la\a ,.a\1 \h.ON 
•Uil all or-lea\&1 • .,....,, .. , 1ael.\14h• \i • aJ.llJ'~ laoa, '"*' t hn• ...u 
• PpM.I' c:o M oo ~r.hr ,..,.. \o n t ah raft..l -. ... U \Ce l t.UlJ~IM Je ... 
1....._ kc.au.a or t....ta la .. na\a \i.u. to u•• aiaJla.r '-• u la tb k ed· 
iWI'ft.t:. ... D or oQ r ..,...,. la •'•" .. u-.o t-.......:o laM rta u . wa wt.U ••-
' au uahr ~ ..,...uu• a ...... ,..,. or 110:-U ~ \ fj • ....,.. .... eba.ze 
ot '-• • rlu\&1 ,...._. •• _, \a ~.&.t'l-• Mh-.M a d l ... la trl .... l ) ,.._ 
l atiou d.U a.ad o·Uu r . 

trpoa •·tt.Wnnl. or UlUM b\at .... ..,.,..I.DliY ,,_ ._. .. ibtU.rt .. • lo 
1941, h -.ou.l4 ••• te N .. u-.r ot .1 .. poU•J to 111 \k4re• •Ural.,- ~ 
t •• a .... .uu d etaaaa Uae. )D tJ..O a'faft\ UU.a IIOU"'• Noi&U H htldN \IP"' 
oa, u 1a beUa'ra4 our 4 oro·.,.• plau wahl t o lt ~••II u 011 t .b• ht•u ot 
l iih Uno With llO • Jo r llO'fMAtDIIa b•1•M U cottt:a~l.atH . fth wauld I:IO 'L 
n olvda plua tor UUAdlftJ o~"Uofta ~ott.tld t:ba t llna •• 1\l)t•l ... a"--l 
to 111 " •taaae, 'but o0'11.14 uolud.a u,.- MJoz- I'IU't'kUU. ttL• t&n elos--at or 
l eu to • •t lhh ol taiii&J.a arrMA~MMl WGW.d M la • • o.rd. al\t. a r ollOJ 

ot D&Uocal da.t• .. • k.ald roo \bo pi'O ... UOil or our Yllal h \ • n•MI u4 
aot 4nipa4 tor • Ulla-'f ..,..,... aioa hlO Clota.ll.\ JIU'l.• o r I • qrl4 -.. ... 
aoa-'f'11a.l t hreaU Mlr . ... l .. o1.-.d. • 

.;;MUa u or .,... , ... ,...&DC. AU ,..._.uu ~· ,..., •• , •u _.. Mrl• 
, .. , ;,..Uetltla ••u, \0 •U•r tau .....,u.uoa.a 111\Jt. to,..t&a , ... ,.. • U.k 
a 'f'ln \o tlaa oc.adutoa ot • t.,...,, ror U.. PIP"l-.1 ... , ,.u .. u• ar 
\lla r}allip l.aa X.laM•• .::a...lt t kl a CO"•,_•, ""' \ 0 \UO antcm 
lll •~tetl"'S.cca •U.~ ULI.• J"to•htoo ot Utt l.a• , u .. _,.l.r t .. I..,.\IOa .. to t.ha '"'"u" ... or "'• Vlll \ ..4 D ..... ,..caMl J:i& '1M r.t•Uoa of uval Ma•• Sa 
th hlud1 e.ttu t n4a·,.adfi\U wouU ~paa.r to bt aJPI"'}Irlelo . 

l Iul! 
cop, ..... 

_,_ 

Cl1 .» r . C~,;. , 
Qlat at .._,...v., 
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uUU IJth. uoo.t tt/>1/0&l 
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'-........ .. 
WAR DEPARTM ENT 

eUPt&AU Of' INSUlAR AP'P'AIM 

... ......... ______ _ Ft bNU"J 2, 1954 • 

~'llR.I.lDtJU t or tho Storotary ot War: 

SDBJECT: Rawoo-Cuttins Act - provialona >oletivo to mil i­
tary and other reaer-.e.tlone . 

The t"ollotting 1a a brief awcrary or t he n•ultl or the c.ontere."lce bel4 
l n your ott'ice on t he atc.rnoon ot J'ebnaary l, 1934, on the &boTe au.bjeot, at 
which there were pre1ent, the Seer.~ ot War , the ~cttna Secr etkry or t • 
r:avr, the Cbiot of Sufr, the Chief of r:a•el Oporatlona &ll4 the Chiot of tho 
BUreau of Ia.wlar .A..ttat ra. 

Bot b t he r epreaentat.S••• ot the liar Department and ot the l~?Y De part­
ment expreee&4 the tollowil'll Tie• to wb1cb ell aereed relati•e to the p%0-
Tialona ot the Act 41 t o military and other r.aervattone (Seet1ona 0 and 10) . 

1 . That it an4 when co~lete 1n4epon4enoe beco~ea effective 
In t ho Philippine Iol&ll4a, the untted Statu mll1tuy and MVal 
torc:ea ahould be ent1rel7 wi thdrau thtr·etro:a and that mill tary 
all4 other :reaernt10n11 ab::mld be 8ba.n4oM4. 

2. That lc.~ota.r aa the War and lie.")' Depucmenta are c:oneeroe4, 
t bere wou.l4 be = objectio-n to t he el.i.alna~lon ot the.ae prortalona 
fl'ol: the Ut. 

The 'bauer we.e expreeeed that web ol:l1aa~on c u.l4 really 1l:!proTe t be .&.ct 'by re-

I 
mo·• tDS one ot the objectionable reaturea . It • •• atated th4t nel t hor tho vrar 
or Na-.y !)opartmonu lied anything to do w! tb wr1 tinS theoo pro•!o1ona i n to t ho 
Act. The Tiow •a• e·xpreaaed that the pro•hton waa •rt tten in by Senator Ha wes 
to 4U1et 1ntarnatiODal 41ecueeion ot our propoeed withdrawal tram the IalADde 
and that should thla !eeture be now ramoTed, international dlaeuaalon ot the 
quootion might he ozpootod . 

The Joint BOard. on cHt·terent oc~aaiou, o•er a period ot • ••eral YMl"l, 
baa sou on record a a o "')()led. to indepeode.n~e , .u.ch ae'tlo:n be tna: coneldered 
detr-tee.ntal. to the beat l c teraate ot t he UD.l ted Stat ... 

\ 

The Chit! ot No•ol Operations poin ted ~tin con~ootl o~ with tho proapoo-
tlvo b depondooco or t ho Philippine Iolaoda and oonaoquont 111 thdrawol ot United 
Statea toreee trom that area that it might be neoeeaa.ry to reatato our policy 
relative to trede in the wea t rn Pacitio. Th1• • ot course , ie a matter that 

, would bavo to be ooolidored by the State Depa J• trr.ent. 



On J.pr il 10, 1930, berore t he pauage or t he l!a118e-Cu tt1"8 J.et, t he 1oint Board made t he r ollowtns r ecocc.ndat1one: 

!• That the Ph111pp1nl Ielando ohould remain in otatue quo. 

b . In eaee independence 1e granted to the Philippine Ie­
lande i t ebould be entirely; we ehould not retain m111 t.ary 
and naval r eoerTationo a nd aooume obl1gntione to guaran tee 
SOTOTeignty or t he Phili ppine I eland a • 

c. In eaoe or complete illdepende nce,at t he terml.DaUon 
or a r i xed time period to be devoted to t he adjustment or 
relatione be t wee n t ho two countriee , thoro ahould not b t a ny 
decreue in the .umy or Na vy strength until the ternination 
or t his tilloa period and the recogni uon or the Philippine 
Iel&Dde aa an independent country, 

~ 
Cb1er or Bureau. 

····· ······· ·~ ··· ..... 
'4~~ The Secretary or War eta ted 'l'erbally, the eeaentie.l deci e1one 

noted in thin document ; tho two marked paragraph• were read to the 
?Teo1dent. (See memo . at tached, dated Feb . 2 , 193• ) . 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR OKPARTMENT CENEAAL STA~Y 

W ASMJtoi('TO N , 0 C 

January 20, 1936, 

IG:IICilANDUlt FOR ~ CIUEF OJ' STAn' 1 

Subjact a Tbe Itelo-ithiopian ControTaray, 

Political, 

Tba League of Nations Council meete in GenaTa to-day 
(Jan, 20, 1936), One of t he problems to be diacuseed ie the Italo­
Ethiopian controTerey, but the probable line of action to be adopted 
by the Leagua baa not been made public. 

It waa announc od in Roee that 
"Italy hae remained in the League (despite penal­

tiee) because 1ha deairee to adhere to the principle or 
colleetiTa ucurity and to foater European peace. She 
ie eager to continue hsr contribution• through collabo­
ration for peace, 

"Our program in Kaet Africa ie absolutely necea­
~ary, eince our colonies are conetantly threatened and 
menaced, Tbo matter i1 entirely colonial , Once the se­
curi ty ot our coloniee i1 e1tabliehed Italy will da•ote 
her full energit l 1a incraa1ed meaaura to adT&Deing 
European peace.• 

ioonomic. 

A radio naw1 daepatch tree Wilan, Italy, to the New York 
Harald Tribune 1tataa that tha League ot Nation• aconoaic boycott 
hu 1truck a haayY blow at Italian indu1try. Roughly 60 to 70 per 
cant ot Italy'• foreign market• are loat and production ha• bean re-
duced to about 60 per cant ot normal. Internal contu=Ption i a de- ~ 
creaaing and tha co1t or l iYing baa iacraaaad troa 10 to 15 per cant, with ... , .. rnaining 1tetio111.ry, 

IYin under th111 adTeree condition• i t ia eetimated that 
Italy oan o ontinuo to withotan<l the a train i~~q~osed by the pruont r/ 
aanctiona tor a poriod ot 12 to 18 month1, 



Military. 

There ie no change in the military oituation in itbiopia. An Italian communique of Juu&ry 18 otated that the Ethiopian dead around Dolo totaled 5, 000. In Rome the Dolo fight or laat week wae deocribed aa •a great vic tory , but not a docieive batt l e or t be war. • From Addie Ababa it io reported that the Ital ian otatement ot itbiopian caoualtiu 1o greatly exaggerated, 

{~ 
J.?/z/F , H. LINCOLN, 
~~1onel, General Start, 

Aeoietant Chief of Starr, G-2. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STA~F 
Joi i i.ITit,.'l INTII.I.. IQ I:J\ICC: O IYISIO!oi 0•1 

WASHINC.TON . O.C 

J anuary 23, 1936. 

liEUORANDUlJ FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF1 

Subject! The Italo-ithiopian Controversy. 

Political. 

Through a memorandum from Great Britain the League of Natione 
on January 22 disclosed detaile of a mutual aesistance pact by the 
terme of which Great Britain, France, Turkoy, Greece and Yugosl avia 
agree to fight together to reeiat any attack by Italy ae a coneequence V 
of sanctione against her. It was also stated that the other members of 
the Little Entente (Czechoslovakia and Rumania) approve Yugoslavia' a 
participati on in the mutual assietance pact and will etand behind her. 
Special intereet was attached to the reply of France regaTding the mu-
tual aeaistance agreement . The French declared that "the'ir support of 
Great Britain ie a.esured fully and in advance" in the event of an at-
tack on Britain by I taly because of British collaboration in interna­
tional action undertaken by the League. France aleo informed the League 
that her arrangsmenta with Italy do not go beyond the ec ore of coamon 
obligat ione publicly aeeumed by all members of the League. It wae 
stated aut horitatively that Spain was not invited to participah in the 
pact. 

Military. 
) 

Two eteamehipe departed from Naples on January 22 and January 23, ~ 
carrying a total of 20500 troops to Eut Africa. 

liidll· 
The ltaliana a.re active again in the Tembien area. This ie 

regarded ae the forerunner of a renewed Italian advance in thia area in 
the near future. 

~-
The l taliane report the capture of Negbelli , a town about 

230 milee weot ot Dolo on the River Dawa, on January 20, or eight daye 



I 

I 
attar the start of the offenaivo in t hie area. Tho advance hae thoro­
fore averaged about 30 miloe par day. Tho I talian unite involved are 
rep·orted to be armored fighting vehicle a (light tanka and armored 
cars) fol lowed by motorized infantry, Tho Italiano claim that tho 
rapidity of their advance ia pr oof that all opposition to thia advance 
has been eruehed. 

Countering the Italian reporte oro d.eopatehee fro= rtddie 
Ababa to the effect that tho Ethiopian COJ:II:I8Jlder Ras Domtw, with about 
25,000 man, baa withdrawn northeast or Noghelli into the rougher foot­
hill• where armored fighting vehiclee will have greater d ifficulty in 
advancing againet him. 

Thia advance by t he I talian• hae bean of political nlue 
in Rome whore it hae been heralded ae a great victory, From a mili­
tary point of view it appaare to be of doubtful va lue to·the Italians 
for it will require a large part of General Graziani ' • force of 70 , 000 
men to hold thie area or l ittle etrategie value and will therefore 
interfe re with a future advance on Harar • 

. r~ 
F, H. LINCOLN, 

Colonel, General Starr, 
Aeeietant Chief of Starr, G-2. 
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W A R DEPA RTMENT 

WAR D EP ARTM EN T Gt!Nr!RAL.. STAF'F 

\VAS H IN C" TON . O. C 

January 24 , 1936. 

m!ORANDUV FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF a 

Subject a Toe Italo-Ethiopian Cont roversy. 

Economic, 

On January 22, 1936, the League of Nationo Council Committee of 
eighteen , appointed in the fall of 1935 to dea l with sanct ions, met 
to coneider oil sanctions against Italy. Thie committee adopted a 
resolution calling for certain League states to appoint experts to 
serve on e committee to examine t he poss ibilities involved in an oil 
embargo. The experte are to be from those st ates that produce oil or 
who control the means of transporting oil, Whil e League member st at es 
do not control oil production, they have a large percentage of the oil 
transportat i on f acilities. In 1934 world tonnage in tankere of 1,000 
tons and upwards totaled 8, 668,000 gross tone owned as foll owe a 

Britain 2, 212 ,000 
United Stdes 2, 480, 000 
Norway 1, 507 ,000 
All others 21469 , 000 

Total 8, 668, 000 

A newe deepatch from Geneva dated J anuary 22 otateda 
"The traneportation pheee of the question was regarded 

ae particula~ly important becauee Great Britain and Scandi­
navian eountriee own most of the tankers which carry oil to 
Italy and her colonies. Thue if the League prohibited 
traneportation of oil to Italy, it was felt it might be 
impossible for Italy to obtain sufficient tankere to fill 
her requirements even if the United States failed to re­
strict exports." 

Representatives of the Italian Government are reported to be in 
the marke t for a number of oil tankGrs, either ticandinavian or Amoric•~ · 



I 
llilito.ry. 

North. 
There ho.ve been clo.ehea between I talian o.nd Ethiop•io.n troope 

north.,est of llaltale. Details are lo.cking. 

~· 
No further ~litary action ie reported in the Dolo area. 

Gene ra l Graziani ie consolidating hie position along t he River Dawo.. 

( --4/~ 
~f. H. LI.NCOLN, 
Colonel, General Staff, 

Aeaieto.nt Chief ot Staff, G-2. 
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W AP. DEPARTMEN T 
W A R DEPARTME:PlT CCNE:RAL. STAFF 

WASHtNr.TON. O.C 

llli:IIORANllUII FOR THE CHIEF or STAFF a 

Subject& The Italo-Ethiopian Controversy. 

Poli tical . 

Britioh arrangemonto tor aid from france, Greece, Turkoy, Yugo­
slavia, CzochoalaYakia, and Rumania i t League of Nationo aanctiono 
ohould load to •ar brought a formal protest tram I taly an January 24 . 
Tho Italian memorandum wae addroeaad to a.ll ta.netioniot and non-oanc­
tionist mombora or t be League o! Nationa and was a reply to a memorandum 
preoented by tho British foreign Soerotary, Anthony Eden , to tho sanc­
tions committoo of 18 oc Jana&ry 22. In hie protoot Premier Muooolini 
arguao that tho concentration of the British !loot in tho Moditerranoan 
Sea and tho military negotiation• Britain hao carried on .Ith variauo 
Mediterranean State• are not only a rbitrary acts , contrary to the lot­
tor and spirit of tho League at Nationo covenant, but alo o uselese and 
dangorouo . Kuo oolini cantendo that the eending of the British tloot 
to the Mediterranean •a• a otop tar which Britain must accept undivided 
responsibility. Britain, it io argued, io nat a po•er directly in• 
toreotod in the Itala.Ethiopian conflict and ohe took her first mili· 
tary meaeuroo before tho beginning of hootilitioo in iaet Africa and 
before eanctiono •ero nen diacueeod - in ather •arda bsforo Italy •a• 
declared an aggroooar, Ao to the Italian protoot, a prose corroopand­
ent !rom Rome eta tea "it na-red one ie1111 to a point - Italy' o in­
eietonco that it a Koditarranoan • or ahculd come, i t •auld not be a 
League war, but a Britioh war agai not Italy,• 

11111tarx. 

One thousand t011r hiiDdrtd and t .. nty-ti~• Blackshirt troapo 
eailod from Naplao tor At'rioa an January 24 , Sbipo carrying 11, 200 
Italian troop• paoaad tbra~~gb tbo S11u Canal in the • oak ended J&n~~ary 
24 . 

A diopatcb troa Nairobi, IC011ya Colony (British) , annoiiDCod tbat 



380 Itali&D utin t roopo llad eroeood t ile Kenya border aDd been 
interned. 

12tlll· 
Diapatehu troe a- report &D l.Joportant I t&li&D Yietory 

in tho Tombian area where fighting occurred on January 21 , 22 and 23. 

No detailo have bean a&de public from official Italian eourooo. 

Nowapapor aecounh in a- , bowner, claim the li:thiopiano oufferod 

heavy looeoo, placing tbo ll:thiopi&D doad at 8,000 
On their aide, the ll:tlliopiana claim to have killed or 

captured 3, 000 Italiane. 
Both roporta are probably exaggerated. 

~· Italian planoo bombed Saoa Banoh with ano plana torcod 
down by engiBo troubl a. Tho tour oocupante of tile plano llavo bean 
taken ao prioonoro. 

Tba Jl:thiopiana elo.ia alae that tho Italiano loet a plea 

in the Dolo aroa. Fighting in thio area baa oubaidod. 
Rao Deata D .. tu, tho Ethiopian C..-.ndor in tho Dolo 

aroa, baa not communicated with Addio Ababa tor t wo dayo. Thio tact 

leada aupport to tbe Italian elaimo that Rao D..tu • a !BOdarn radio 
aet baa bean captured in the Italian advoneo on Nogholli . 

f.~ 
Colonel, Ganeral Staff , 

Aaaiotant Cbiet of Start , 0 -2. 
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y W AR DEPARTMENT 

WAR DEPJ\fiTto.t.NT GlNEA:AL STA Ft" 
.,, .. ,,,..,. ,.,1.1-1. ,-,. 01¥1'110N e.J 

WASHIN•'"TON DC 

.Juuo.ry 27 , 1936, 

IIIDIORANOOl( J'OR 'l!lll: CHIIF OF STAJ'Fo 

Subject o Tho Italo-lthiopio.n ControYeray, 

Political ap4 loonowde• 

'!'hero are no doYolop•onb in tha political oituo.tion. 
The COI:Ditt.oo of "exportt" appointed by tho Loagut Council to examine tho oil eanotiono quootion, it expected to moot in GonoTa on February 3. 

Mili tarx. 

!!.mh· 
Ao o. r .. ult of lut ftok' o tight ina both It&li&ll and l thiopi&n oapitalo woro eolobrat1"& o. rt cto ry . I n Ro.e , roporte of the action on the norther» frODt were lacking in euenti&l dotailo &Dd tho loco.tion of tha Ito.li&D line wo.t not ttated, The Ito.liant report a looe ot 800 I taliano and 5,000 lthiopiane in tho .. riet or enga.ge~~ento. 

lmll· 
Gonoro.l Gro.aiana hao extended bit adYan oo beyond Neghol­li, wit h Al.laia at a probable objectiYe. Allata it approxt.o.toly 180 •ilu f ro• Addia Ababa &lld lioo woll back ill the •OUJitaint . Rao Deata D..tu baa witbdr.wa to Wadara approxt.&toly 50 .tlet nor thwe tt of Mepelli where be 11 ordered t o •ke a t t&DCI apl.ut tho Italian adYance, Reporta in<licate that Rat Destu ' a torooa baTe bull dhperoa<l and llO 1 ... dio.te oppoeition to Graa1ana'e toroe ie aaticipated. 

lthicpiana. 
RaiD and rugga<l terrain will contillut to wort tor the 

f~ 
Coloael , General Statt, 

Aaai at &nt Cbiet ot Statt, G-2. 



I 

.... 

/ .. v 

W AR D E PART MENT ~~ 
WAR 0£PAATM£NT G£NEAAL STAF' •1 \ 

MIL.IfA .. 'II' l .. l1'1.t..ICllllt'. OIVIIIIOff C•f • vs .(., ! 
WASHINC""TON, O .C ()'T/' -\' 

--~ / .. 
Juuary 28, 1936. 

IEIIORANDUII rOR 'niE CHUr OF ST A1T 1 

SubJect • Tbe Italo-Ethiopiall CODtrover9y. 

Politic!!l. 

Kr. Cornoliuo Van H. Kn~rt, Firat Secretary and Coneul 
General tor tho United Stateo at Addie Ababa, baa bean pr0111oted to the 
rank of Kiniator Residant . 

leonomic. 

After two months ot oconosic boycott duo to international aanc • 
tiono and after throe aontho' war in Ktbiopia, a tair eotimato ot ~ny 
pbasoo of tho Italian oitua tion can bo made. Tbio ootimate io quoted 
from a recent report by an oboeryor in Rome a 

~Kven without an embargo on oil , coal, iron, and 
cotton tho gradu!!l otrangling or Italy's trade and tho 
oaonoaouo oXponeo of the etupendouo Wldortaking to 
oubJugato Abyuinia will ouroly and certainly bring 
It!!ly to a point where ebo Daet abandon tho und er-
taking or .... te tho beat or what peace propooall -r 
later be ottered her, • • • Determined aa lluuolini 
ha o boon - and etill appear• to be - to carry through 
tho Aby ooinian proJect to a rinioh, it io boliovod he 
bad not properly oetiDOted tho ditticulUoe to be on­
countered at hoao or in Abyooinia. C011tacte witb preoo 
repreeentativoo Juet returned to RCIIo after 2-l dayo 
with tbe Italian torceo in lritroa load to tne belief 
that tbo belt nee never been told ot tbe dirticultioe 
ot t errain, organioati on, oupply and cliDOte to be 
encountered in Abyeeinia, to 11.1 nothing ot tbo lloraooing 
guerrilla taotica rocontly begun by tile Abyuiniane, 
Difficult it may be tor tile iron-Jawod Dictator to oay 



' enoosb'• but tbit be IYtnt~ally .. ,t do by lator 
accopt1ft& peace tenao not to bit litina - uale•• 
be alacta to periab aDd try to p~ll lurope down witb 
him 111 the cre.en. • 

Vili hry. 

Tbere are no new develop .. nte 1ft tbe ailitary eituation, 
On the Northern Frout tbe poeition of the Italian line it 

otill obecure, 
On tbe So~thern Front Ora&1ani'a troops bavo advanced to 

lloplli &J>d •111 rurtbor adnneo will lengthen bio 1111e of com­

..,nicationa, now over 180 llileo in length , Md will place bio 

.. ch&J11&ed vebicleo in terrain dioadvantageo~• to tbit type of 

equipiDtnt , 

~£:(1}~ 
Colonel , General Statt, 

Aaoiatant Cbiet ot Start, 0 -2. 
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W AR D EPARTMENT 

WA" DC~ARTMIHT G£N£RAL STAFF 

w .,,,,.. , "''' er .. ~~: oov,.•o-o ._. 

WASHINf'" TON . 0 C 

.1a.nu&ry 29, 1936. 

lli:IIORANDUII TOR THK CHI&r Or STAn 1 

Political. 

Italy ie atill ,. .. it.ing anewaro to ita protoat or January 2• 
againat the ~tual &eeiet&nce p&ct &greed to by Brit&in, fr&Aco, 
Greece , Turkey and YugoelaYi&. On Jllftuary 28 thoro wore rueore i n 
Rome or a poaeiblo Italo-Oorman pact to o!!eot tha !iva- power undor­
at&nding, On t b&t day Premier Muaaolini conferred with tba Gorman 
Ambassador to Italy ~t thoro ... no ot!icial announcement concerning 
the pooeibility of & treaty, 

!!ilitarv . 

North . 
SU rmieboe art raported by Marebal B&doglio but dat&Ua are 

lacking. 

A newapapar corraepo»dant, who baa boon on & three wults • 
tour in Eritrea and northern Ethiopia, returned to a ... rlth ooae 
rather UJ>!avor&bla iiiPruaione or tho -r on the northern front. He 
raported that eanit.ary conditione in Maaea- are i nadequate, that .. ra­
houoing t acilitiee &ro nonaxietent, and that hotel acco.modatioae &ra 
entirely l&cking. 

lb.ile .., r oute to Ado .. trOll Aomara bo noted a nuabor or 
15-mm. guno and 105- am, howitzer• returning to A..ara, Pack &rtillory 
remained at tho f ront aa tba only suitable &rtillery tor that type or 
cauntry. 

§.Wll. 
In Oaneral Or&&iani' e advance on Negbelli , t ho Italiana claim 

to have c&p turod !iva s .. dieh Red Croaa trucka cont&ining c&eea ot &a­
munition . Tba Swedaa diacla1a any knowledge or or reaponeibility tor 
thoao trucka which they eay .. ra abandoned aoae t1ao ago. 

rr~· r:u.-~ 
Colonel , Oaneral Starr , 

Aeaiatant Chief or Starr, o-2. 
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W AA DEPARTMENT 
WAR O £ PAit"f-.tlfJtlT O INI.IiAL STA,Jt 

W A_jH!Nt'TOI't. DC 

January 30, 19$6 . 

!JIUO!WlDUU FOR THE CHi ll!' OP STJoFF'• 

Subject: 1'he Italo-t . .'th.iopio.n Controvorrcy. 

W.lita.ry. 

~· 
A military oorrospondont in Eritrea. was sreatly mpreaaed 

with. the communioa.tion.t~ dittioul:tioo. Comcunioa.tion between l!asu.'ml 
and Adowa 4eponde on ono l"Oa.d. And thi.s road ha.s beon ba.dl y cut up 
bj' ho~vy travel. Ju.ot out ot lu:ar..o.ra tho road ie particularll' b-.ad. 
cut o\lt ot the o1do ot • mowtain, thor o e.ro strda;ht drops of 
1000 l'oot, the road io narrow o:nd puting h diff icult. Heavy 
tu.tfio ho.s ground tho road aurfa.eo to pawder e.nd tho •ho\lldnt ot 
tho roaA s1 vo awv.y ~or hoo.vy trucks . Aocidol"!:te a.ro f'roquont. Ott on 
eown.l trucks , their drh'Ors b l indod by tho duet , ho.vo tol101n:td 
oo.cb other ovor th.o bo.nk. Tho s ame is tMJo ot tho nowly oonstruotod 
roads trOQ Asmara to tho hont. ln one atretoh ot :r-oM, thi rty-one 
:nilos l on&, there aro sooroo ot hairpin turns . 

A Now Yorl:: Ti:r.oo ¢0t"TOspondent i n Eritrea dosoriboa tho 
Italian position a.t UAJc:alo 1n thoso word• • "Evory inch ot the 
ground b a. s~•t e.ro tou.th ot Ulkalo 1s oovcrod by eo.aohi.~ guno , 
70' a, 75• s , 77 • a. and 105 ' • • 1'ho I:ICU"'Ic ot tho lligb Cot:miuior.erra 
goo1u• tor artillery organi~a.tion ia viaiblo throughout this not­
wor:C ot torh , l"'d.ou.bta, pill boxea and broaat wor:Ce. " 

South. 

Thoro is no ch~e in tho dtua.tion on tho southern .frQ.nt. 

'[~~ 
Colo.nol, Goner nl l>"taf"t, 

Auit·t-.nt Chiot ot Staff, ~2. 



WA R OEPARTM ENT 
WAR OtrARTMENT OKNCRAL STA~' 

.. "ItA-, .. , ....... :•OICil .,, • ..,."' • a 

W A SHtN c-. T ON. 0 C 

January 31, 1936. 

lli:IIMANDUII FOR THi: CHD:F OF STAn' a 

Subject a Tho I tal o•ltbiopion Controurey. 

Politicr.l. 

On .Tonuo.ry 30 the Egyptian GO¥ernmont which io not • L .. guo 
member roceiYed o. noto troe Itr.ly protesting agains t tho o.pplicati on 
by lgypt or Looguo ot Notion• aoncUona. Tho Italian note r .. ornd 
tbe ri gbt to de•nd indo1:111ity tor a terial d-g• ourterod by Italian 
oubjecto under tho impooition of oonct iono. 

Tho GOYornmont of Turkey hoe replied to an inquiry received 
fro• tho Italian GOYorn•ot regarding Turkey ' o adherence to a 111.1tual 
oaoiotonco poet recently agr .. d to by or .. t Britain, Trance, Turkey, 
Orooco ODd Tugoaluio. The reply t o Italy plodeu Turkish loyalty to 
• Turko·ltalion treaty or triondobi p oignod in 1928 but pointe out 
that Turkey' o o.daol.ui on to aomberohip in the League or Natione oub ... 
quont to tho eigning or that treaty oubordinotod to the Laagu.o Con· 
no.nt all preYiouo priYo.to agroemente. 

l ilitan. 

Athr tow- aoatho ot ._.. in ltbiopia llu10olin1 into~d hie 
cabiaot that 50, 000 aoro civil workoro would be oo11t to lut Africa. 
Tboy will i..,ron Ita.lian lin .. or COIIIlunicatiOII IO that roadl wlll 
be uooablo onn durin& tho hoaTi .. t raino. Bo.rrocko and oheltoro are 
o.loo to be conotructod to house Itali&D troop• during tho long rainy 
aaoeon fro• JUBe to October. 

1!.21:!1!· 
The situation roaaiu W>changed. 

~· 
General Oruiani'• troop• which entered Wodara aor lior ia 



I 

tbe fttk ban wUbdran to lleghell1. There ie eo• doubt u to 

the ea!oty of tbe Iteli&D line of •-Wlicationo wbicb etr•tcbea 

back to Dol o and 1a aubjtct t o attack by aall groupo of ltb1op1ono 

etill in t he area onr wbicb tbt Italian colu11111e advanced, Tbtro 

ie alto a pouibility of tbe Ital1&11 col111111 gettieg boned dOft 1t 

it raaine until the rainy oeaeon 1e further acl•ancecl. 

r,r~ 
F • B. LINC<I.II, 

Colonel, General Staff , 
A .. t.tant Chief of Staff , G- 2. 

- 2 -
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

l ' 
II' 1\J 

WAA OErA R TMENT GENERAL STAf'f' 

WASHINr"TON . D .C 

robrv.ary 1, 1936, 

JEKORANDUII FOR TilE CHIEF OF STAFJ' 1 

Subject• Tbe Italo-Kthiopion Controveray. 

Political . 

A telegram to tho Secretary General or tho Loague from t he 
J:tbiopi.an lolinieter or Foreig11 Affair& on Doc01:1ber 23 , 1935 , atatad 
that hie Govern=ent •categorically denio& the lieo apraad in tho 
Italian press and dac larationa of tho Italian Government relat ive 
to tho uao by tho Ethiopian forcoo of dam-due bullate.• The tale­
gram pointed out that Ethiopia doea not manufacture munitions and 
that Kthiopi.o. muat have an export lieonaa from the country of ori­
gin o! munitions . 

(Report• from .arioua eourcoe describing tho many kinde and 
calibers of weapone and ammunit ion in the bo.nda of Ethiopian .ar­
riore, lend col or to tha charge t hat dum- dum bullets are uaed. 
They do not imply tbat ouch bullets ars iaeuod to troops by the 
Ethiopian Gonrnment .) 

iconOJ!ic. 

Transite through the Sun Canal in 1935 were greater tbo.n in 
any year during the paat oix. riguroa are reported ... foll ows for 
1935 and 1934 (London Daily Herald) ! 

tho 

No, of nesele 
Rectipta (franco) 

(in doll&re at 6, 6 
conte) 

1m 
5, 992 

88'1 , 820 , 000 
58,596,120 

1934 
5, 663 

856,UO, OOO 
56,523,060 

Tbe iDCn&ae in 1935 1o attributed to the Italian tr&ftie . 
Eleven I talian traneporto carry1Jl8 15,695 •n paaaed through 

Suo& Canal to l&ot Af rica in the week ending Janwory 30. 



/ 
--

Military. 

Mr, Rene Drouil.l.et, a reaerTe oftieor in tho Froneh Air 
Corps, baa been appointed by tbo itbiopian GOYernment aa a teohni· 
cal. advioer to tho E"Peror and CoiDiliUider of tho Ethiopian Air Force. 

Italian cargo Toooelo pasoing througb tho Suez last woot 
included one loaded with airplanoo and one carrying ~ ,000 tone ot 
frooh water . 

Tbo military eituation io unchanged, Itali.o.n bombing plo.neo 
wore reported to be activo eouth of Uo.kalo and in tho vicinity of 
Gondo.r on the northern front, I n tho eouth, towno in tho Sidamo 
province in which Gro.•iani io operating have been bombed. An Ethio­
pian communique reports tho death of about 500 eiviliano and 2,000 
cattle ao a rooult of recent air ro.ido. 

!7'~ 
1, B, LINCOUI, 

Colonel, General Start, 
Aoeiotant Chief of Start , G-2. 



WAR OE PA RTMENT 
' WAR DEPARTM ENT GENERAL STAFP 

WASHIN G TON, O.C 

February 3, 1936. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFFa 

Subject• The Italo-&thiopian Controversy. 

Political. 

An Aaeociatod Press dispatch !rom Roe8, dated February 1 , 
1936, gives tho oatil!lltod coat to Italy of the East African we.r aa 
$89 ,000,000 a month. 

A correspondent of the London llorning Post , writing from 
Munich , describes a large camp of South Tyrolean fugitives . Tbe 
camp ia about 20 mile a f rom l!unich and contains at thie time about 
110 young refugees, Since the beginning of the Ethiopian war the 
number of Italian refugees who have paeeed through thia camp totals 
1 , 500 men, 

Kconomic. 

A committee or experts ie echedu1od to meet at Genova to-day 
(February 3, 1936) tor the purpoee of ox..,ining into and reporting 
upon tho desirability or applying oil aaneti one. The League hae not 
diTUlgod tho names of tbo countries which are represented on thi e com­
mittee . 

!Ulitarv. 

Two Italian ehipa eailed from Naples on February 2, 1936 car­
rying 3,043 troops and 47 truclte . 

Prin.ce Hubert us von Lohanstoin of Germany 1a a paesongor, 
en route to East Africa ae a mil itary obaerv6r. 

Tbo military situation 
in Ethiopia ~ ir::: 

~B~TT, . 
Colonel, General Starr, 

Acting A. c. or s., G-2. 
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\ .. .... ... WAR DEPART M E NT 

WAN DC,.JI.RTMENT GHflrHI\L $TAI'fl' 

WASHIN f T ON 0 C 

\ \,\ 
N v 

I' February 4 1 1936, 

\ 

IIEIIORANDUII FOR TilE OKili:F OF STAFF 1 

Subject • The Ualo-!tbiopian Controversy, 

Political . 

Tbe 12 countrieo reproeen ted on the co•1ttee or oxporte ap­
pointed by the Leap rL Nation• to otudy the oil question in rela­
tione to eanctiono, are , Great Britain, Franco, RussiA , Iraq, Iran 
(Pereia), llexico, the Netherlande, Noi'WII,y, Peru, Ru ... nia, Sweden, and 
Vanuuda. 

The League eecretariot turniahed the committee with tho fol­
looring tigureu 

lorld oil prolhlction 206 ,000 1000 tone 
United Stateo 880000 ,000 • 
other non-oanctioniot countrioa Negligible 

1934 lorld Tanker grou tonnage 8,440,000 grooe tone 
United Statoo 2,409, 000 • • 
Ore at Britain 20 440,000 • • 
Nonray 1 0 500 0000 • " 
Italy 309,000 " " 
France 240,000 • • 
Oerany 121,000 • • 
Jo.pu 110,000 • • 

In to.nltor t ollllt.go undor conotrucHon Oei"'U.JJy lndo tho world 
'lfi th 150 0000 tone , Tbero n.e 110 OYidenco eubmithd to tho COIIIIIitteo 
to indicate that Jopan baa otarhd a tanker conotruction progra•. 
Tho coaaithe n.o in!or-..1 that Italy ' o tankoro ... t two•thirdo or tbo 
Italian n .. d for tbio type of tranoportat1o11. 

(Noh a Jopan baa tin largo taat to.nhr o ( 22 mote) under con­
ot r-•ction.) 

KiU tarv. 

l!i.!:.t!l· 
llanlal Badoglio in a c-.niquo reported "Tbere 11 nothing 



/ 
1 

to note on the lritrean front.• 

§..2!!!ll. 
Reporte trCil Addie Ababa eta.h that the Italian roree ill 

the Sid.a.eo Province ha.d wit hdrawn to Hoghelli. 
The Italian communique etatoe that the oyeteeatic occupa­

tion ot the territory northweat or Dolo continues, a.ided by the ac­
ti• • cooperation of local ithiopian chiefta.ine. 

(24~ 
bu,.e • BU!IHli:TT, 

Coi~nel, General 
Acting A. c. or s. 

- 2 -



I 
I f-

W A R DEPARTMENT 

\ \I y 
f V W AR 0£PARTM£N"r GENERAL ST.AF'F -. . \ 

\~ \~~~ 
WASHINCTON, rJ.C 

February s1 1936. 

lli:IIORANOOll FOR THli: CHIEF OF STAFFa 

Subjoct a Tba Italo-Etbiopio.n Controversy. 

Political. 

A "white paper• ne ieeued to tho British Po.rliu.ent wben it 
••••~bled on February 4 , 1936. Tbil paper waa iooued by the Britiab 
Gov ernment and diaclosee officially the tact that Fro.nce hae pledged 
herself to aid Great Britain by ~litary, air and naval aaaistance 
ohould Italy attack Great Brito.in. 

The Britiah Foreign Secretary, llr. Eden, told Po.rlio.ment that 
an exchange ot Tiewa between Great Britain, France, Greece, Turkey , 
Yugoslavia, Ru~ie. , Spain and Czochoolon,kio. regarding mutual ~11-
tary aid in caoo of attack •rtYoo.led a complet e identity of Yien. • 

lilitarx. 

No now dovolopmonto in tho military situation have b een re­
ported. 

~.~~ 
Colonel, General Staff, 

Acting A. C. of S. , G-2 . 
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- I 

WAH DC,.AitTMr:t T GllNE"RAL STAP'F .. ~...,. 

February B, 1936. 

IIIDIORANDIJII FOR 'l'Ki: CHili:f OF STAno 

Subjocto Tha ItAlo-:!tbiopian Controveroy. 

Jeono:dc. 

(. 

/ With gaaollno oolling at $l.lS a gallon, it ia ootim&to4 that V f\tlly bal1' of all aotor caro in Ito.ly are ncnr in otorago. The Govurn­
... nt, in ordor to roduco 110tor traf!ic to a llinimlm, baa offered to 
oxehango ono taxicab liooneo tor thro& offieio.l pormito to operate 
horse-d~awn cabe. 

Rumore of tho intention of the Italian Government to lovy a 
opeeial tu on capital , to defray tho oxpenaoa of the li:ut African 
car.~paign, wore donio4 in Roma on February 7. 

Milita!']' . 

!!m!!· 
Marobal Badoglio ' o co=muniquo otatoa that tboro i o •nothing 

nsw on either troat." 

§i!!!!l. 
Gonoral Wobih Paoha, former Turkish officer who i o now tho 

ailitary adYiaor to tho itbiopiano in tho Barar aroa, io reported to 
bo on route to tho Dolo area to aeoiot in repelling tho activitioe of 
Gane ral lradani in Ball Province. Bo.lo Provi nce Uu to tho north 
of Dolo. 

s.~ 
~'1. BRABs'oM , ~~ 

Colonol , Goneral Staff, 
Acting haiotant Chief of Staff , 0-2. 



WA R DEPARTMENT 
WAR DCPARTM ENT GUNI~A~ STAFF } 

Wl\.ltA•t '"'U•t.•ef .. C & OIYII I·" •· • 

WA$HINC'TON 0 C 

February 7, 1936. 

IIEIIO!W!1>UII FOR 'n!E C!IIEF OF STAJ'Fo 

Subjocto Tbo Italo-! t hiopbn Contro•eroy. 

Political . 

In a noto llatod February 6 0 1936, to t he League of Nationo, 
Groat Britain donioll Italian chargoo that Groat Britain bad oupplioll 
diUii11a bulleh to Ethiopia. Tha Italian cbargeo woro lleocribed u 
• rocklooo and unoub otentiatod." 

Tho Italian claim that a quantity ot ammunition was found in 
5wodieb Rod Crooe truoko captured on tho Dolo front , n o rotuted on 
February 6 in an attidui t by a aembor or tha unotricial Bolgittll 
Military Mioai on in Ethiopia . 

Militw. 

Tbo Italian co.attniquo otatoo that thoro io nothi~ to r o• 
port on oith or t ront . 

A .,..,. report t roll Aoaara ohtu that ailitary ob oorve ro, 
inclulli11g llaJ cr Noraan 1. Fioto, U. s . A...,-, baYe •<I• an obooM&· 
tio11 t rip to tbo llakal o front. 

!be. ruacr which wu curroot a tow llayo a go to tho etf'ect 
t hat llarobal Balloslio would bo rol1no4 or the li:ut A!ricaa coa.nd, 
hao again boon <lao114 in Ro• . 

~GB ~- ~SOil, ~ 
Col011el 0 Gooeral Stat! , 

ActiD& J.ooiatant Chiot ot Statr , G-2. 



/ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ee:a L&i!S iL 
February 10, 1936 , 

lallORANDUlL FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR 

Will you epea.k to me 

about thiet 

r . D. R , 



/ 

Dear Dovslaas-

Hyde Park, D. T.f 
9eJ't8l!tler 18, as. 

Aa eeon aa I pt bsolt ~ ~ btp 

I will tab up wUh tM 8en&te aD4 floWie p4t0ple 

the quaeUoo of a Jotnt beoluUon aad ... 1f 1 t 

11 DOt poealble to pat the ~1nt.ent tbJooacb U4 

oure tbl dJ.ffk u.l ty ot 'Re'Ylled statu\ .. uaa aD4 

1233. Thne 1e not tbe eltp:btest e1Jibanaanrat aa 

111' pt>.J't en~ I u lnollc~ to ~· tut tbere will 

be little or no ~ble on the Al l1 . In ~ event, 

J l'l'1ll let fOU tnow wbat 'be p~o•p•o'• Aft. 

Keep • lJI -.ala wUb tilt .. alta 

t o the Pb..VPlnM. rou pt out 

CJood l.ak la 7'CGl' ntow tuk- U. 

wo:rlt will be _., lataMtliiC. 

0..1ra1 ~laa a.ouu •• 
Olllet of Matt. 
1fU .. ;ul I t. 
..... , •• ,D. G. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

O~P'ICC: OF THE CHIEF OF STA,.,. 

WASHIN GTO,.., D . C 

September 9, 1935. 

Dear ~r . President : 

In the course of rzy delightful visit 
at eyde Park you suggested that I exaaine the la,.. 
to detenine whether or not thero cxiete any bar 
to ~ acceptance, while on the cctive list of the 
Army, of an appointcent as High Comissioner to tt:e 
Philippine Islnnds . I have been somewhat dismayed 
and nonplusaod to find leenl prohibitions which aro 
specific in their terms . Revised Statute 1222 
provides: 

•no officer of the Ar~ on the active 
liet shall hold any civil office, whether 
b,y election or nppointnent , and every such 
officer who accepts or exorcises the 
functions or s civil office shall thereb,y 
cease to be an officer of the An~;·, and his 
cOQmiss.lon shell be thereby vucet ed" 

And Revised Statut e 1~23 : 

"Any officer of tho Army who accepts or 
holds any eppoi.ntmont in the Foreign Service 
of the Government shall be considered ns rav­
ing resigned his place in the Arcry, and it 
shllll be filled as a vocancy . • 

It is obvious that special legislation 
would be required before I could becOClle High Co~~t'Us­
sioner. In this si tuation I cannot eacnpe the feeline, 
inspired poaoibly by the unequivocal language of tho 



Congressional Acts referred to , even thoush they 

are antiquated o.nd :-:er e undoubtedly enncied to 

block certuln indlvidWlls in dnys gone by , that 

t he procurement of necessary legi sl at ion might provo 

an e::~be.rrlt:IS::lent for you . To become even a pussiva 

factor in such a develop!llent ttould cause ae the oost 

acute conc er n . I feel deeply tlmt nt this critical 

time no avoi dable c ontinecncy, r~gnrdloss of i ts 

importance, should be pernUted to arise that ;>oliti­

cally or 1n any other way might ndv ersoly affect you 

and your future work . Your final dec ision trust be 

based solely upon considerations of your o~ and , 

therefore , tho Country ' s lfelfare . 

The purpose of this noto i s to assure you 

that if you should decide, after c onsideration of t he 

above factors, to abandon either now or in the fUture 

your purpose of making the appointment , great as "ould 

be 1f1Y natut·al dise.ppointment , I will conform instantly 

to the r evised pl an. Sue h t1 decision will not lessen 

in the slightest degree t he sense of personal dis­

tinction t10d gratifi cat ion I hnvo derived from your 

consideration of me for this i.mportant post , - the 

knowledge of which consider ntion I shall, of c ourse, 

continue to bol d in strictest confi dence . \'lhether 

serving as High Co~ssioner or Wilitary Adviser while 

in the Philippines, i t will be my single purpose to 

sustain and advance your views and policies and carry 

out your inatructions . 

Your latter to Roy Howard nes a ten- strike . 

RespectfUlly and faithfully, 

The President , 

Hyde Park, Now York. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR DEPARTMENT GCNERA~ STA~F 

WASHINGTON, O .C 

February 10, 1936. 

JmiORAliDUII FOR 'l1IE CI!IItF OF STAFF I 

Subject e Tho Italo~thiopian ControYaray. 

Political. 

Tbe London S~n~y OboerYer on February 9, 1936, published an 
interT1ew of Vu ooolini with Sir Arnold Wileen, a mombor or tho 
British ParlioMnt. Vuosolini 1a quoted a e oq1ng that the British 
"have turned a colonial war into what .. y yet be a world wide disas­
ter.• In referring to the propoeod Hoo.ra-La va.l peace plan Vueeolini 
wao quoted ae eay1ng• 

"I bad already dr&!t od a cautious formul a of o.c ­
ce.ptance aa a baoia of aogot iation ••• when the news 
came that you gontle .. n 1n London who bad pr•isod Sir 
Samuel Hoare eo highly in Septembe r bad dismi asad him in 
isnominy on December 19." 
IIUesolini told Sir Arnold fileon t hat t rad e wit ll Italy would 

not revert into the old cbannel e onoo unctions had etoppod. 

Military. 

!!mb.· 
Tbe Itoliane conti nue to etrengtbon their positions along 

the northern front . Air raido on Dueye are reported. 
Two Italian ohipo with 1,884 men and 500 ton• of •r •­

torial uilod on February 9 tro11 Noploo for East Africa . 

llr. Lint on 't'ell a , pruo correspondent of the Nn York Herald 
Tribune at Djib011t1, raporte tbat infonu.tion brought to DJibouti 
froa tho nortben> front by trnollore dou not corroborate Italian 
claim or Yictory but 1ndic&tao tho decided dilcouragomant or raaciat 
troopa th&t tba11 t ranllare encountered in Eritrea. 

Coneidoro.ble quantitiae or war •toriall are reported u 
puo1ng through DJibouti, and through tho two Britioll porta or Zeila 
and Barbaro. tor tba itbiopiana. 



Sout)) . 
Tboro were no roporto from tho ooutborn front OYer tho 

week-ond. 

fr~ 
r. H. LDICOUI , 

Colonel, Donoral Stott , 
Aniatant Chief ot Sta.tt , Q..2 , 

- 2 -
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~ W AR D EPA RT MENT 
WAR DR~ARTM&NT GaH £ RAL STA~Y 

... -..., .......... ,~,. •• t..ci ····· ·- .. . 

WASHIN ('lTON, 0 C 

rebruary 11, 1936. 

1./ 

l 

Subject• The Italo-&thiopian Controurq. 

Political. 

Sir Anthony lelen , Brititb roreign Secretary, 1n anner t o & 

quest ion in the Houee ot Co.-one etated that Greet Britain had twice 
calleel the attention ot tbe Itali&n GOTernment to the untruthtulneoo 
or radio broadcaoh troll Rou &nnouneing that Brithh ottieero are 
COIOIIIIlnding ll:tbiopian troope. 

High ranking Britieb Al'11ly and Nnal otticialo &re i n confer ­
ence at ~lta. Otficiala include Admiral Sir William Fieber, Com­
mander of the Woeliterr&nean Fleet, Sir Dudley Pound, hie Chief ot 
Statr, Vice Aclmiral Sir Roger Baeltbouoe , Admi.ral Sir Frederick 
Dreyer , .. route b0111 tr011 tbe China otat ion, and tbe next Chief or 
tho Impe rial General Starr, General Sir Cyril DeYerell. 

lllitw. 

Warabal Baclog1io reporteel to R"""' that "there 11 nothing new 
on eit her trout. • 

~eror !laUe Selauie b&e roturnod to Adelle Ababa tr,.. o ... 
ayo. During hie .tay 1n Deuye, 'Ohoro he hao hie fidel beaelqu&rtere, 
the Itali&ne have uele nlllll8roue att-.pta to bolll> tha la.,eror out ot 
hie stronghold. 

Tbe Italian Army ' • coiplete caeualty liot ae releaeocl to 
I talian newopapore ehowe that trom January 1, 1935, to J&nuary 31, 
1936, there wore 81~ white Itali .. eoldiero who diocl rroa wounda or 
Ulneoo. or theee 427 wore killed in ac t ion, 366 died ot cliaeaoe or 
in accidente , 4 died 1.1 reeult or wounela and 17 are reported ae •iea­
ing. Tbe J&nuary , 19360 oaeualtiee are lilted &a 24 otticera, 24 



' 

/ 
• •eo..Uaioe.td otf!t:tre, )0 ~plar . ,..,. .. utera snd 2SO T•tehl. 
IIU1Ua 1 ill killed. C!D tbt lritreu Treal . 

~. K. J..D1COUl • 
1:0ionel, Otneral Starr, 

Atda ttnt Chief or St•rt, 0 - 2. 
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February 12, 1936, 

llnlawlroJl fat Tlli CHIJ:r Of STAn' 1 

Subject • Tbe Italo-ll:thiopian CantroYerey. 

Po11tice.l. 

The ltbiopi&n Gour-nMrrt baa ordered the releuo of t wo 
aiosionarioo, &n A .. ric&n, H&rold Str-eot, &nd a Can&dian, John 
Trewin , who are reported to be hold priscmers in Cbencha , about 
250 mileo oouthwoot or Addie Ababa. They are in the cuetody of 
a..n onrsealouo local chieftain who had ordered the lieD to leave 
their llisoionary otation under the terme of a goTornment order that 
foroignero ohould not remin in a war danger &ono, 

Mowe deopatcheo from Rolle otato that tho It&lian Govern~~ent 
11 preparing a ••orandu11 !or tho League of Nationo containing pre­
cieo in!onoation on tho work alleged to be performed by the Britiob 
aa ad•ieere, agenh, ed a....,.ont eal .... n to &thiopi.a . Theoo 
agonte wl.l l be duoribed ao o!ticera in the Britioh A.-...y , 

The Italie preoo bluoeo Great Brit.ain for tbo J&nuar-y 
loueo of Italian ooldioro , cbargins Great Britain to be the leader 
in oupplying itbiopia with arao ed _.Diticm, 

Militan. 

IW:ii· 
The imperor, Haile Solaooie , .. , reported to be in Addio 

Ababa on Monday. Since tbon he io reported at "lariouo placoo in tho 
Deooye area. Thou reporto aro opparently for the purpoee of oon­
cealing hio ex.c t whereabout. . 

Actin& on ruacro that tbe imperor no locatod in ono ot 
oenral town a north ot Duo yo, tho Italian boacbard11ent a iroraft han 
been dropping boabo on tbeea towno oinco SWiday, 

Acldh Ab&ba c laiao tb&t llu S.yo1111 bao oucceeded in cutting 



tbe Adowa-Vakale road, 
penetrated to the road 
by Italian outpoote. 

2.2l!i!t· 

Small bo.ndo of Etbiopi.e.ne have probably 
a.nd are operating i n tbe areae not covered 

It h ru100red that General Grasiani will etart another 
advance on Harar in tbe near futuro . 

?"~ 
r . H. LINCOLN, 

Colonel, General Starr , 
Aooiotant Chief or Staff, G-2. 

- 2 -
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W AR DEP ARTM E N T 

WAR DE~A~TMENT G£N£RAL STA FF 

W AS H IN C: TON, O ,C 

rabru~ry 13, 1936. 

JmiiCBANDUK J'OR THE CRIEr OF STAFFa 

Subjecta Tbe It~o-lthiopian Controvoroy, 

Polit ical . 

'lhile baYing no direct be~r1ng on the Itlllo-li:thiopian situa­
tion , it 1a noteworthy, aa a part of the present line-up of world 
powers, that Italy and probably Oormany are to reeogniae Vanchoukuo. 
According to reports from llukdon, tho I talio.na rill reopen tho ItaliAn 
Consulate Oonoral in llukden, in the near future . 

llr, lathony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, announced to 
Parliament thie week that Groat Britain had no preoent intention of 
r ecogniaing llanchoukuo. 

The Defense Budget of Italy tor tbo Air Force for the next 
fiscal year beginning July 1 , 1936, ca rries &n eetimah d aum of 
IJ79 ,232,000, an increaae ot 14 per cent, Tbie ouo does not include 
tile eati110ted coat o r the air arm in Saot Africa. 

Vilitary. 

Kr , J, H, Tbomao , Secretary for Colonioo in the Britioh Govern-
018nt, c onfirmod prniouo report• of Italian d .. ert ions in the Dolo 
are~ 1n a report to the House or COI!IIlane. Be atated that 380 Italian 
nathe troopa had deserted the Italian Army in Ethiopia from January 
lS to 22, 1936, t~king refuge in Kenya Colony. 

ltbiopia, oft Fab~y 12, protoetecl to Parie ~gainot rafuMl 
of the Fronch to permit ohipaent of araa our the DJ i buti-Adclio Ababa 
railroad, 

Tbie io tho firot inclication of a direct ratuaal to ehip armo 
onr the railroad into itbiopia, It true, thie action by the J'ro11cb 
relio'tOI tho Italiana of the neceoeity to otop ohipaonte by eutt111g 



~· railroad. Senral Italian attempts to I"Mcb the ra.ilroo.d line 
railed t o date . 

Tbe uoual COI!IIIU!Iiquo rr ... llu-ebal Badoglio and released in 
Romo dooa not appear in tho preu roporto or February 13, 

Trom Addie Ababa announcement io made or bombing soutl> or 
llakalo and skirmishes on tbe Southern Front. 

r. H. 
Colonel , 

Aoaiatant Oh 

- 2 -

IIQOLN, 
e¥ral starr, 

or Staft, G-2. 



W AR OI:PART MENT 
WAR OEJ'AATMCN T QI:Nl'RA L ST A F F 

WASHINC"TON O.C 

February l4, 1936, 

llli:VORAifOOV FOR Tim CIIIEF OF !11:/t.TF I 

Subjoct l Tbo I talo-SthiopiaA Cootrovoroy , 

lconowlc. 

The League of llatione C~ttoe of expert. hal c011pleted ite 
report on the 110rld oil eitllation ud tho po11ible application ot an 
oil eanction a gail>ot Italy, Nothing detinito hu bun done to 
inaugureh an oil e&l1Ction and tho present cODoanoue of opinion il 
that no oil eabargo will be appli ed. 

'nlo London correapondent to tho Nn York Two cabled on 
February 13 • 

"Tbo r eport ot the Loaguo ot No.tione uporte 
thot aA oil eabargo againet Ite.ly would be ettec­
tive only it euppliee trom the United Statoa were 
cut ott , caaing troa Geneva eiaulto.neouely with a 
report troe Waehinaton that tbe p ropoud ne~&trali­
ty law 1o dead , bringe bo.ct to lllrG~M&n po,.re , not 
excepting Great Brita.in, their favorite old bogey 
of noD-cooperation by Aaerica. • .. • • 

llilit&rt. 

/ r 
;/./t ../ 

On the northern f ront the Italiana have etarted an ottoneivo, 
according to vag~&~ r~&~~ore , There han been no report• troa A1111&ra tor 
two daye. PreviOile reporta OYer a period or ••voral • •aka, troa Var­
• bal Badoglio , bavo aoroly etatod that thor• wee Dothing to report . 

(AD Italiu advance aoutb of VU&le 11 doubted , llntll tba 
Tecbion area to tbe woet 1a oloared ot ltbiopian werriora.) 

§.aa. 
There ie no change in the eituation. 

~~ 
F , B, LIJICOUI, 

Col ODel, Genera 1 Start , 
Aaeietant Chief ot Starr, o - 2, 



Ullite.ry. 

l!m!l· 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR OEPA~TMCNT OCNIRAL STAFF 

WASHI N CTON DC 

._I 

...;/ I (' 

I 
" I 

robruary l5 . 1936. 

Subject a Tho Italo·ltthiopian Controvorey, 

Tho oi~ua~ion it unchanged. 

~· 
An Italian outpoet or 60 Duba.t troopt in tho town or 

Curalo , 50 miloo ooutbeaet ot Saea Baneh , hee been wiped out by 
an Ethiopian force according to reports from Addie Ababa and con­
firmed in a report from Rome. The preeonce of Italh.n troop• in 
thie area ••• not known and indicatea that Itolian detachmonte 
haYo boon puehed out from the general line Wal Wal - Gabredarre . 
A •trong lthiopian force a t hd continuee Ill a throat to the 
Italian lift flank a long t be Gabrodarre (near Oorabai) - Saaa 
Baneh route ot &dYance . 

In the Dolo area tho Italiano report two altir'l!liah u , 
one at Bulbu about 50 ail•• eoutbwett or loghelli and one at 
Ballei about 50 mile• due north of Dolo. 

v~ 
r, H. LINCOLN, 

Col onel , General Stot t, 
heietant Chie f or Start , 0 -2. 



- WAn DEPARTMENT 
I 

W A R DEPART MCNT GENERAL. STAFP 

WAS HI NCTON, O.C 

Febn.a.ry 17, 1936, 

IOOIOIWIDUM .1'0!\ Tlli CHIEF Of STAFF a 

Subject a The Italo-Ji:tbiopian Controveray. 

llilitary. 

On febn.ary 15 Marehal Badoglio aent the following despatch 
to ROJMa 

"On the Eritrean Front there is intenoive activity 
by patrols south of llalalle . On the Somliland Front 
the situation i s unchanged." 

This despatch is the firet in several days prior to Febru­
ary 15, and during that period it develops that llarshal Badoglio was 
conducting an actin oftensin on the Northern Front . Reporta o! 
February 16 from Eritrea indicate an extension or the Italian line 
to the weet and eouth . Ao near ao can be judged at thil time, t he 
Italian trent linee now run from Antalo, about 18 milee eouth ot 
llo.k&le, northwest t o a point about 30 mileo 'lest or I.!U&le , Frolll 
thio point the line reeodea to join the original l ine north ot 
llo.k&le . A conaiderablo aalient baa thua be en created in tho Tem­
bien arlll. 

Ropcrte ot caeualtiea are only eatilll&tee and probably exag­
gerated , Italian figurea area ithiopian dead, s,ooo, wounded 
15 ,ooo. Italian dead, soo, wounded 1,000. 

the 
All Italian troopa taking part in the adYance wore white, 

Aakaria being hold in roeern during thio actio,, 

The Ethiopia" oido or tbe atory baa "ot yet been publiabed, 
ll&rohal Badoglio ia allogad to ban told. nowopapor corrsopondento 
that probably tho i~~poror Haill S.lauio wao , ... in bio can writiftg 
C OIIIIIIJ.niquee Of a groa.t Yictory, 

In thie adYanco , the Ita liane have ute.ndod tboir lilies 18 



. 

I 
111ilea to tbo o0.1tb or hkale and created a oaliont in the Tombion. 
Their linee, •• now ad•aneod, appear to otter added opportunit ioo 
tor guerrilla banda or Xthiop1ana, uaing tbo taetiee tboy ha•e oe­
ployed in tbe paat , 

!/.#~ 
F , K, LINCOLN, 

Colonel , General Statr, 
Aoeietant Cbio! of Staff , G-2. 

- 2 • 



W AR DEPARTM ENT I 

WAN Cal \MlM&NT CENCRAL STA~P .. I.... ~~ .. .. • •• CI-N .... 

WASHINOTON. 0 C 

February 18, 1936. ~~ , 
. .. 
' ---

JmiOi\Ali!Xlll FOR n!E CHIEF OF STAFFa 

SubJoot a The Itt.lo-li:tbiopian Controvorey , 

Political. 

In reply to Italy' 1 proto at ag:ainet the lloditorraneM .utual 
aooistanco agreement between Groat Britain, France, Greece, Yugo­
ela·..ta , 'l'urlr.oy, Ru . ....,ia and Cuchoelonkia, tho B.-itiah Government 
otatod th&t it "dou not feel any uoetul purpooo would bo eened by 
prolonging corrupondonce on the oubJoct. • 

A opoci.lll appropri.ation of 1.7,811,100 ($39,055 , 500) hat been 
p&eeod 'by Parliamont to conr the Bri tieb llili tary oxpondituru 
~~&de in connection with tho Italo-Etbiopian eontrovoray. 

llr, Anthony Scion, Britieh Foreign Secretary, told tho Houao 
of c.,.,.ono on Februar y 17, 1936 , that it would 'bo inappropriate for 
Groat Br-itain to approach tho United States on t ho eubJ oot of an oil 
oanction againat Italy. 

! 111tarx. 

Tho Italian troopa aro eoneolidating their now poei t iona aoutb 
and woet of llakah, 

A United Proaa doapatcb from R ... atatoo tbat tba Italian llili-

/

tary Command baa decided to euapond all ailitary operation• in itbio­
pia fr<D April 15 to Soptollbor 15 , during tho rainy t oa ocn. llownor , 
an i llj)ortant adnnco botb on tbe North and South tronta 1a upoctod 
prior to April 15 , aooordins to t ho dupatcb. 

W:(~ 
r, H, LINCOLN , 

Colnnel, Oonoro1 Staff, 
Aooiotant Cbiot of Sta.tt, 0 - 2 , 

~~ 
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I 

WAR OEPARTMENT 
W A H OEI"ARTMI:NT G£NCRAL STA~f1 

\\ASHLNe TON DC 

m:IIORANilOl! FOR TilE CHil!:F OF STA.FF a 

SubJeo~a Tbe Italo-Ethiopi&n Controversy. 

folitic.al, 

The Earl o! Stanhope, Undersecretary !or Foreign Affaire, 
dieeloeed to the Britioh Houee of Lorde the reason !or mariDg tba 
ingliah Fleet !rom ltt.lta to the .iutern llediterran11111. He eaida 
~e ware being threatened by Italy" and -we reeognited that to 
leave the fleet in llalt a (only 60 mileo !rom Sicily at ita nearest 
point) would have been extraordinari ly unwise.• 

llilitary. 

!W:!h· 
Rome io celebrating a great victory ao a reoult ot the 

recent advance in itbiopia, although the detail• of the battle b&ve 
not been fully reported. 

rr ... Addie Ababa a doepateh etatu •Iteliln claia to a 
.. Jor vic tory south o! llakale were officially denied to-day ( Feb. 17).• 

bUll· 
Addie Ababa r eporto a claeh 

Iteli&n cclu= and lthiopi&n !oren. 
ie given ae about 200 lldleo northweet 
tiruci . 

in the Bale area between an 
Tba location of thie ekirodoh 
or Dolo. Tba report 1e uneon-

{(-~ 
.-?'#- BURNZTT, 

coronel, General stat!, 
Acting A. C. of S,, G-3. 



- WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR Ol!rAnTMCNT GCNCRAL. S TAFF 

WASiiiNC TON. O.C 

/ 

' "r ir ~ \ 
I ,/'1 ' '"' ' 

\(~' 

February 20, 1936. 

IIEJIORANJ>Ul( FOR THE CHIEI' OF STAFFa 

Subject& The Italo-Ethiopian Contronroy, 

Political. 

Tbe Britian Foreign Secretary, Wr, Anthony Eden, wao asked 
in the House or C Olll!lono "Ie there any truth in tne ru111or that the 
Unit ed Statee GovorDIIIOnt io taking stope t o oecuro the cessation o! 
hostilities in !thiopia, by negotiation and arbitration?" Wr. £don 
replied, " I'm afraid I have not heard or tho rumor,• Wr, i:den added 
that neither tho British nor french Government wao making any peace 
move . 

Military. 

Roportn from i:ast Africa are very sketchy. 

In tho north, lllarsbal Badoglio'a forces are moving to cut 
ott &thiopian troops in the Tembion region, where according to ro­
porto !rom Rome, tho Kthiopi&n loadero Rae Kassa and Rao Soyoua still 
have about 40 ,000 warrioro aooomblod. 

It il further reported th&t tho Italian C"'""""'dor ia aleo 
pushing eouth toward Amba Alagi (25 milee south or Antalo) in ardor 
to prevet1t any d.angerouo anomy concentration !rom !orllling. 

Th••• 111ovoo taken in connection with tbo official report of 
I talian caoualtioo in tho recent fighting, indicate that perhaps 
the "Yictory• wae not ao great ae at tiret reported. While tho 
Italian advance and occupation o! new t orritory to a depth or 18 
miles south or lllaka.lo ie not doubted , tbo aoriouaneeo o! tho fight­
ing and complete route or tho Ethiopian forces ia still an open 
question. 

Tho Italian caeualtiea ae reported in Rome aro 12 officers 
and 122 whito aoldisra and 62 natin aoldiera killed, with 24 offi­
cers , 499 waite and 88 natino wounded. 

Tho lose of one bombing plana in thia period or fighting 
ia acknowledged. 

No reports on tho fi ght have been ieeued in Addie Ab~ba. 



r 
I Ia the aooth, the bodla& or tho ton ot Maple, a\ ttM 

t.M.-.hro ot tho Yo'b ~•tro, h &.eAOUaoce4. 

C. 111\UTT, 
Colonel , Oon•r.l Starr, 

Actin1 Att ll\an\ Chief ot St.tt , J - 2. 

S:._~~------
1 

- a-



W AR DEPART M E NT 
WAA OEFARTMIINT OltNCRA L S TAFF 

'NASHINrT O N , O.C 

February 21, 1936. 

lli:IIORAl'IDml FOR '!HE CHIEF OF STAFF 1 

Subjeot1 The Italo-li:thiopian Controvdrsy . 

Political . 

The Italian nnape.par, Oiornala d'Italia., publisbad on 
February 19 , 19360 a British aoerot report on li:tbiopia. Tbia re­
port, cal lod the -uattey Report• wae prepa.rod for the British For­
eign Office in the spring of 1935 by an interdepartmental committee 
hea.ded by Sir John Kaffey, permanent undersecretary in the Colonial 
Office. 

Tba aanner in which a copy of this report fte obtained by 
the ltaliana has not been diYUlged. The report n.e never otl'ic ially 
communicated to tho Italian Government and the interenca i a that it 
could be obtained only by theft. An investigation to determine the 
place or leakage ia to be made, but no aeneational proceedings under 
tho official Secrets Act are contemplated. 

The Ka!fey report 11 a factual report dealing with Ethiopia , 
and concluded that Great Britain had no outstanding interests in 
Ethiopia. 

Military . 

Karsbal Badoglio reported for Februa.ry 20 t ha.t "Tho first 
Arm,y Corps ha.o renewed ita advance s outhward. Tho Air Corps gives 
no respite to tho enemy. There ia nothing in particular on the 
Somaliland front. • 

r;r;~ 
F. H. LINCOLN, 

Colonol, General Starr, 
Aaaiat ant Chief ot Starr, 0-2. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
W AR DE .. AIIT .. t..NT GINEftA\.. STAFF 

w " , .... 

WAStiiNC"TON 0 C 

February 24, 1936. 

lmiORAIIDUIL FOR TilE CHIEF OF STAn 1 

Subjec t • The Italo-Stbiopian Controverey. 

Political. 

The Sanctione Coazittee or the League of Na tione i e ex­
pected to meet on Karch 2, at which time the question or additional 
aanct iona, including an oil oanction, will be diocuooed. 

llilitary. 

In the North, Italian forces have advanced slightly , ac ­
cording t o week•end raporta from Eaat Africa. 

The Ethiopian• deny that o. great battle waa rought in the 
North. They elat. that in the fighting of February l2 to 17, their 
lo•••• were 147 tilled and 268 wounded, occasioned during a otra­
tegic withdrawal. 

There ie no new• troa the Southern Yront , 

o-~ 
f, H. LINCOI.ll , 

Colonel, General Staff, 
Aseietant Chief ot Statt, 0-2, 



February 25, 1936. 

IGKORANOOll Fa\ TilE CIIIMF OF STAFF 1 

Sv.bjoctl The Italo•lthicpian COI>troYersy. 

Political . 

In hie .. idan apoeeh before tho House ot Commons , the Fer· 
eign Secretary, Wr . Anthony Eden, diaousaad oeveral phoaaa of the 
present I talo·lthiopian controyeroy. He stated t hat "oil ia a sane• 
tion l i ke any other and must be judged by tho aa110 criterion - whether ita iMpooition will help wtop tho war.• 

Tbe qu11tion of an oil sanction ia to co,.. before the League 
of Nationa apin on llonday, llarch 2, e.nd llr. Edon' a apaocb gi ves the 
impression that Grant Britain tavora the application of an oil sanc­
tion. 

)!!111tarx. 

llarehal Badoglio ' 1 c D1111111nique eta tee "Nothing spacial except i .ntanee road building o.ctiYity occurred on the lrit rean front . Ra­
eonnaiasance opara t iona were carried out in tho Opden aaotor o t tbo s .... liland front. Intanae aYiation actiYity waa carried on in the 
open Gewtro RiYer sec tion. " 

The ithiopiane cle.im that a~ll Ethiopian forcea have pene­
trated the I talian l i nea i n tho Ti cinity of Akeua, inflicting 
oaoualtioa on the Italiana and capturing 30 tanh and a Dllllber of 
achine guna. Thia r~ort ia uncon!inoed, 

?:/IK~ 
r • H. LDICOUI , 

Coloael , General Stall, 
Aaaiatant Chief ot Starr , 0-2, 



- W A" D EPART MENT 

W A pt OI..,AIItT~C .. T CC,.t"AL STA,.,. 

...... u. .. ................ · - .. . 

WAIHIN C '0H, I).C 

Politi s-al, 

;;;.sr 
_;ti,,.A.I 

1'be toeut of polltical tboupt baa thlttet t~• t.IM l&t1.tro 

XtcUttrruMD \o Centn.l luropt. The ~nt of O.r-.Ay, th f11 ... 

di£1'•lrt or tl'lt Europu.a POIW.r't a..nd the •hilt in tCCII'Ioah itlttl"COUt'M 

tbrouab tbt etteot ot Leacu• or Nation• aanetio~a, ha•t occupitd lu~o· 

,.._. political tlt.ous,ht to .uch &D. utut that tbt It&.lo-lth._topiu 

dtuaUoa ls ft OI' uly iDCi .. atal to Ua.a broaUr a~ett of Surop.Ma 

polllice. 
The ttdo-l:thiopi&a ..ttutt1oa 11 tbt tortnmntr or pruan\ 

political joekaylna in luropa . Ccunttrins tba oppo&ition ot the 

IAal)lt of Ndioce ud the ddlticu.l alllanct of Ora&\ Brlta.h with 

rru.oe, Yutod• •b, Gruu, TUrteJ, 1~1• u• Cuchoeloftlia, IWr 

bat t.urnad a n.r !1'0• har tora.r a.lltu, cr .. t lrHa.ift and Fra~Su, aad 

h now ug11a& tor • tin ponr alliuco to iG<:ludt Italy, Gtrmany, 

Polan.cl, Auett'i.a. uuS Hunpry. 
It h ac.t b•lh.-.d that. Italy h d .. irtut of toralllil a..a &1.­

lianu rlth Oorau.y &lld ltu,.oliai • • pruoat an .. alone tkh lint • r• 

p:"obablt pa.rt or hit p110 or blQ_rt. Hw onr, bot •1 be tornd llllh 

aucb an alli&not it Lo• su• or r:ationt pruauro h it~er-... ttd bJ otl\tr 

aaawrta, tor u&~~~pl• an oil t.t.rso. 

JUllttry. 

About 5,&00 Ihlia.n toldiere ud workatn tail.cl ror :Saat Atr1-

e-• on 1tbNtry U. Tbut torctt eaUt d troa Naplu U to\lt ahipt. 

Jl&nhtl ltdoglio 1u uK tllt tolloriac u-.cJquta • '!'bar e h 

lat•n•• patrol aotiwity on \ht tritro•~ tront. A~t1on bee~~ tn~ 

FOUPI IO\ltb of MCII.tD-t A!aJi u.S in 'l't abhn. Oa the 5ou..Uh..nd front 

tu • !tuetloa h WAclw>&l4• • ~~ 

~· H. LIJICCILII , 
Ctloul, Ot11eral St.a1t, 

Att let&nt Cbitf of 11att. G•2. 
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W AR D E PART M E N T 
W~R DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAF~ 

WASH I N C.TON, DC 

FobN&ry 27, 1936 , 

WEIIORANDUlol FOR '!HE CHIEF OF STA.FF 1 

Subject • The I t&lo-Ethiopian Contro~urey . 

Political , 

The I talian Ambassador to Great Britain, Dina :lrandi , t old 
llr, Anthony Eden, the British Foreign Secretary, that only the re­
voraal of tho League of !lations Sanction& policy will =ke it poasi­
ble r or Italy to sign a naval agroalllent. 

llilita.ry. 

!i!!dh· 
No change. 

~· Reports f rom llarah&l Badoglio, confirmed by despatches 
from Addie Ababa, indicate the engagement of opposing forcea on the 
Southern Front. llaroh&l Badoglio'o report atatoaa 

"On the Somo.liland front one or our motoriled 
columns leaving Negholli , deflected to reconnoite r 
on tho edge of IHdamo torri'tory , driving back groupo 
of armed Ethiopians who attempted reaiatanea in tho 
foreata between Wadaro. and Soeora. ( About 50 milu 
north of Negholli.) 

"On tho Wobbe Geatro intense activity preT&ilod 
tor our patrola. 

"Somaliland aviation bombarded military encampment• 
of Ethiopian• at Ghigner, doetroying dofonae worka. 
Another oquadron, l eaving the now air base at Neghell i, 
made a reconnai osance flight above Irga Alom, capital 
Sidamo, 

" On tho l:ritroii.D front there 1o nothing notablo to 
report. " 

(Ghignor ie 220 mile • north of Dolo a t the headwater• 
of tho Wobbe Geotro.) 

r;r~ 
r , H. LINCOLN, 

Colonel, General St&.ff , 
Aooiot~nt Chief of Staff , G-2. 



- W AR D EPARTM E NT 

WAR OIPARTMENT GC:NC.RAL STAI'I' 
, 

W ASH IN C' TON, 0 C 

February 29, 1936, 

lm~CIIANDUII Fa\ n!K CKJZF OF STAFF t 

Subject t Tho Italo-lilt.hiopian Controveroy. 

Political. 

Eaporor Haille Selaaoie ieeuod a otatoment which included 

tho following• 
" Such pooco discuaoi ono ao may be t aking place 

1n Europe are without tho partieipation of Ethiopia 
ar.d thuo far thoro have been no propooalo put for­
- rd which c auld be honorably accepted by liltbiopia. 

"Tho fact that the Italiano have penetrated 
Ethiopian territory io caueing uo no concern, ao 
they ban not occupied o.ny iaportant milit•ry po­
oiUono, and their o.dvanco baa incroaood their 
lineo of co.ounication and offer• gre&tor oppor­
tunitiu for guorrillo toctico againot tbom. • 

At tho oame time Dr, Auj llartin , Ethiopian l.!inietor to Lon­

don, iuuod an appeal to the people of Great Brit&in tor public dona­

tiono to purchuo anu and ..,,.,ni tion for tho Ethiopian Aray . Tbio 

.. tbod of roioing •onoy i o nocoooory, be ototod, becouoe •we find our­

oolvoo confronted rltb on olllbargo opinat rohi.ng • public loon 1n 

tho city. • 

Militory. 

!.it!h· 
For oevorol dayo tho Italian people have been an~iouoly 

a-iting nowo from Eritrea, that llount Alaji had been captured. The 

advance of Italian tore .. to tho oouth and the occupati on of lloWit 

Alaji • itbout opposition of the ltbiopiano no announced on February 

28. Ao th i o io the eite or a bittor defoot for tho Italiano 1n 1895 , 

tho capture of tbio area ie of politicol value in R .... 

Reporto or fighting 1n the Tembion area a r e unconfif"8od , 



I 
~ 

I 
I S9!!th. 

llo ~·• 1• r.;aoned t ros t hi• a na ~ 
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WAR OEPAR1 MENT 

WAR OCf'AifTMCNT GIENI[RAL STA,, 

WA8HINC':T0N, 0 C 

Pol1Uoel, 

• .... 
(.I 

~ · . I 

1'lle ~ t:JC Batt- c-t«ea 011 Suctlou '1111 _, 110-4&7 

(llarcb I) ~o oou14c 11la tur11ler qpl1oat101l t:JC ADct1oDa apind 

Ital;r, 1ncllll.1Jic Ill 011 ADct101l, Oba .. Tera U Oe•W. era ci1Ticle4 u 

\o tlla probable aot1a to ba taken b;r 1h1a ooai ttaa but the opWOil 

aana to a ballet tbat u on MJIOt1Cil wUl aot be ~Mel at tu. u ... 

Paaoa wilb lUIUopia 1a 81lgaata4 i .n 4aapa"tollaa troa Rc.. u4 

probebl;r rataota U. ear.. at 4aa1ra ot JeuaoliJii to eel a ba4 ai tua­
Uon. QroOWI4.e 1br a peaoa are baa..S on raporb ot gad Tiotoriee tor 

t!la Itel.ian 1broaa 1JI 11Gr11l Bthiopio. !be ~t at 1haaa Tiotor1aa, 

u rapart..S b;r Italian acotreaa, 1a rtill quNUcnebla &114 1e bal1aft4 

110 be sraatl;r uaccarata4 1br polltieal atraot 1a R-. 
!be poaiUOA talt• b;r lila :&11liopian _.,Cll' r-s.a. unalttll.'ecl 0 

100 hr •• m-. Jlia poeition 11 tllot tllara ou ba ao peaoa until tile 

Italian ~raaa 11oft w11bclran ~ 11la J1hiop1a.ll tarrUDr;r, 

1'lle hraian :141tor ot Ptll.'ia •3o1r• 111 a report rr- s- • 
llarall 1, atotaa tllot U 11 not lllaaolW'a 11RuUon ill tile ~~ext ;r..r 

110 c011lt111uot *• - a111kr;r attort 1t betaeea- acl ~ !:Ia -
oonola.te a raaaOil&ba peace wltll tlla Dlpara: ot 11tl1op1a, cr1Te4 d 

ktwao *-lTaa ucl ao\ tapoM4 tra tile nhlcla. 

IIU1krb 

lllir'allal. Bodolllo'a o-sq'lla ot J'ab:N.ar;r 89 atataa1 
•fte a1W.Uon ot tile ar.-4 1broaa ot IIU Euaa 

u4 IIU lhi)CC1 aa'Qijlt la a TiM b7 0_. troopa, 1a 

'baoaatac llllw' b;r llo.r anr .re orltiaal. 
"DUe Vclopa at *• J"lrd .&a.7 OOrpe raaollat 

Mllaat .Uajl, troopa or ille ft1rcl .Ars7 Corpe u4 illoM 



I 
or tile D'iVMil .Am7 Corpa aUaob4 ~ ~ 
aonll ud e01111!. 1IL • t'oroM or au rae a. st•• 
aaa :reetcdq (reb. 18) a b1c battle ua bee 
:racuc.• 
.A. law •-i<lue ia~~tad u -u. Lell&lle ot llattona ••t• to 

oone14er IIUIOttou, atawa 11Lat 11Le :lt.h1opiane in tala 'l'•btc area 
llaft bee 4aat:l'CI)'e4 ar oll)tarad ill t.ha poMteet Italian Yiotorr ob­
tataad up to t.h1a tt.. 

Reporla ~ U.dia .lbe.ba iporad the :nported tt&llti.Jia on the 
aort.hc-n tl-ct, blat aoknow1adp4 the Mallpat!.oa ot llout .llaji b7 Ital.tu 
troop a. 

oa the a011.11Lus tront, a ftpart tl-ca U.dh J.bebe atat .. tllat Ula 
Ita11• tare& llaaad ca •P.lli aa atnmc..t aor11L 11Lraap 1Jadare. c4 h 
appr-oll.iJC tile toot IIJ.lla, - btendad by au Daatu. 

~ 
.;p.;i. B:. LIB<XlLII, 
ColCIIlel, Ocural Start, 

.Udetut Chiet ot 8t&tt, G-2. 



\~ W AR OCPARTM£NT 
WAR DC A~TNCNT GENC"AL STA~' 

MI"-•T••• OCTn •• lotCI Chill •·0101 • • 

WA SkfN('TON, O.C 

llarch 3 , 1936. 

lliiiORANDUII FOR 'niK Ciilif Of STAFF 1 

Subject • The Italo•Ethi opiall Controverey. 

Political. 

The League Coadtteo of lB, .rbich 11 handling the eanctions quootion for tha League, has postponed act i on on the oil oanction t or 48 houra, In the interia tho Com:mitho of 13 of the League (tho Loaguo Council, looo Italy) will examine the possibilities or obtain­ing a poace acceptable to tho belligorenta. 
lluaeolini ineieto on di rect negotiation• with Haile SelaooieJ he aloo damando more liberal terms than those of tho Hoare-LaYal plan. llr. Eden , Britioh foreign Secretary, adhering to hio position on oil oanctiono, ao otatad to Parliament on February 24, again on llarcb 2 in Genna, thuo a eta forth bio position• "Hia l.lajeoty ' o Go•ern ... nt are in foTor or tho imposition of an oil embargo by mem­bers ot the League , and oro prepared to Join in tha swift application or ouch a oanction if the principal oupplying and transporting otates, Who are mocbero of tho League of Nation• , are prepared to do likewi ss . • 

Military. 

1!..2!:1h· 
Definite nowa of action on tho Northern front io l acking. Reports illdicato that a battle is otill in progreso at Abbi lddi, in tho T811bion area wbaro Ethiopian forcu under Roo Seyowa n{; •king a determined atand, 
An Italian column or 51 000 troopa 1a odd to be ~<dYancing on Gondar in tho Lake Tllna llroa. 

bl1ll· 
Daggah Bur baa boon b011bod by Italian aerial torcu, Thio ~ bo an indicat i on of Italian intentions to •.to another t.dYance ill thia eoctor ao bea.y air ba.bardment ill the paot hat often boon the foroNmlor of an adY&nce by grwlld troope. 

t7fr~ 
F , 8 , LDICOLII , 

Colonel , Oonoral Starr, 
Aaeiatant Chiot ot Staff, G-2. 



WAR DEPA RTMENT 
W ... lt 0(1'4JIT~IIN1' OllN IUtAL ITA•I' 

V.roh 4, 

~ 1"'R 11E CHIIT OF S'l"A1?1 

Political. 

A~ Otntv~ the followi~g res olution propottd by the Frtneh 
J'o:-ei(1' llinit\t r, W. tl&Dd.in, w:a• dophd on U.aroh 3. 

•The Qoa:d.t.ht of nrlrteen, &c1.1A& iD drtut 
or the aahh p·un it lly u ..- Cou11cil in ih 
retolut ioc or Dtc-=ber 10, addrttttt to bo~h 
btUi~t,.nh u urpz:t1 apptt.l tor U.t lale41att 
openJ ft& tL ne,otie.tiocs 1a ~bt tr.....-ork of tltt Lea'" ot XaU orA an4 ln the .-pirU. ot the 
co·una.nt .S. tb Vat 'fie• to t. proc:pt ett .. Uor. ot 
hottilitiel artd • dt!initivt rtttoration or peace. 

•n. Cot:mittte or 't'bJ.rt .. t~ will ... t hroh 10 
to taU c ccni ... nc.e ot tbt ropliu rroa t.bt two 
covernant<e." 

It ••• annou~td that the Coomittte ot 18, which t r rangoa a&no­
t.ion• , riU ... t to-day (Karch 4) t.o •h ttohnica.l prepantiqna tor 
appl)'i.fll u oil tanction and a. t.anhr Kba.rso. 

Italy 1a C~nn a week to &.1\I'WU, under M. Flanodin'• resolutioo, 
ia..t .. 4 ot the 48 bOI.irt prcpoaad prnloully. 

V!li!t:a. 

Tbere it ao co.-mlque tr-e!!l W:anbel 8ado6).1o tor !Ur'(:b 3 . 

rroe Addie Abak com .. ottichl dea.le.l or lta.llUl Yictory in the 
north, AIIIPtror Halle Sel&uie t.-"pldnecl tht:t recent t1gbting in the 
Tt=bien wet not •• •••ere •• reported by the Itallaat 1 that bia loaaet 
wet"' not heary, and the.t hi• lea.4era i n thit ete& ha4 1111Ule •.n orderly 
with4ra•al Sn ltttpina wit.h hit plan of optrat.iot~e. 

(T,#"~ 
r. H. LDICOLN, 

ColoMl, GeGtr.1 swr, 
Atelat&nt ChStt of S~t • 0-2. 



WAR OI!!:PARTMSNT 
WAN OCPA-TMa~ CaN£·A~ tTA·~ 

... -. ........ , .. ~ .. ••-.c• •. ~ .. - • • 

Wt.rcb $ , 1936. 

PoHtiul. 

!Lilltary. 

n.. location oC t1M Itallu lin•• la JCortb.ru .Etbiop1a 
ca.!tnot be det.en:dl»d rr• dat.a reported. Uoott'lelU ata!~• 
t ·ro!S Oen.eral l adcclio"• Field Headc;.uaner. data that ZO,OOO to 
:!0,000 !:tblopla.na ••r• klllri or wou.nded ln the recent rtghU.q 
ud that tM Mrtbem area. of Ethiopia. to &Lcur.t AlaJl a.nd the Tat­
t au Rinr h *•irtllally cl .. .&· ed. ot •ne::Uea a..nd tbe Uall&..na nc:~~~J 

ftel the world .uet realize that their conquttt of lthlopia. ce~ot 
be preYented. " 

An Anodattd Prue deS'J)&tch trn hara , dated lLa.rch 4, 
etatet th•t tbe Italian. a.re atill tbree daye ~reb from tbe Tak­
katt Rl•er , althou&b or~iztd oppoaltio4 ln the region hat tiDally 
beu rcute<l. 

Td ":(--.(..__ 
1. H. LIIICOUI, 

ColoNl, Oentral St.tt • 
.beistant Ch.ltt of Sta.ft, G-2 . 



---

Su.bJtct. t n. IWo-Sthloplaa Coc.tronrar. 

Polit loa}. 

Tbt W.pt of Nat.iona puce appeal bu b .. n acce·pt.od b y Xtbio• 
pia. ~ ltlliAn rtplJ hu bnZl dtft!"rtd t o Saturd.ay, Karch 1. 

n. "'VII.Mb .. ter Guardia.n.* ott i:Q&l.ald pu'blhhd on larcb 4 , 
!.J. I~i&n 3on~nt.•t ateret i.utl"\\ctlOf\.8 to 1\Ula.n n .. ap~tr 
editon co• trt..,.. tbt Pfrlod, Jamaary % to te'br~,ar, ~ . l.xtrae!a fol-
low• 

-oo not upreu cocrtt=Pt tor t.ht 1\Jsiopl.ul A.l"'fl, 
~n4 fttYtt lpt&k of tht ~emtftit Of t1thtl" t.bt 
Ital ian or Ethiopian troope. 

"ll hat been decided thai • • tmbarso on oil it 
not to bt apokon of . 

"Take no notice of tho neutrality bill or ot 
tht &tt11.ude ot t bt Unitod State• t oward oil ta.nctiooo. 

MJn newt from London ~d Parit, avo14 any &llu• 
.ton tbieb aipt uem unpleasant tor Gt~Y· 

"Cut down d .. pat.ebet froe abroad. • 

Yllltm. 

hall· 
Ka.r .. l Bad.oJlio i tt'lltd a c~al('lt oa ¥&reb S at fol-

lon• 
•n. t.roopt of tha Seeond. .lray Corpt na.cbed. 

tbe 1'il-k&u R1nr- tbh morniq a.ncl ar-t purev.inc the 
flu in& tl'lta)'." 

In ytl\tr4ay' s dsapat~b from At~r• it • • • at&tod th&t 
Ittlt-.1'1 troop1 •e re tUU tbr'te dayt' 111lrcb rto• ths h kkau River. 
Tbt iuua.nee ot oontradiotory r"eporil hu 'ottA • fMhare o! Ita.liq 
coacwrlq>J.U troa th 'Dt&it.nlt!.i of tbt •r• 



I 
l tal!At.n planet bombed a Britiah Hoepitd 

tt'n tront -.ccording 1.o .._porta fro= A4cUa Abo.bo.. 
GO'fe rn=4nt hu prot .. ted. to Oeneva. 

South . 

unit on tho north· 
The !thiopi&.n 

No reports ha•o boon i1auod on &ctivitiea in the acutb . 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAilt D.,. .. ,_T..,EHT G CH.iltAL .TA'P 

WAIHIN f'I 'TO.N. 0 C 

Wa.rob T 1 1936. 

Polit lc'lll . 

or ... t 8 rit.a1n lnlftruehd the Allbe .. ador to Rome. Sir Eric: 
Dn.u:u*, u prohtl. tl.r-oapy ap.in.tl. the allt .. d bO!IIbl.n; of a 
Bri Utb Red Crou UAlt iD lthtopt.a. 

V!Uury • 

.b U&llaD tr1aotor bo=b.r plant fl .. OYtt Addis Aba.ba Oft 
Kareh 6. The pilot was General Fer-rvecio Ruao , Co::l"ande:- q( the 
Itallan a1 r torcu oft the southern trorrt . Tbt oat. h•• wer-e badly 
t righttntd althOUJb no bo:bt were dr-opped Od Lbt olt.y. To! ! it 
p robably tht fortr"Uantr of a bombi na u:ptd1Uon apintt Add.h 
Ababo. i n the near f\l t u r t . 

ttdi&n troopt a re erltnd.ins thtlr U ntt eoutb a.nd wnt or 
~alt . Reportt fro• R~ et.tt that t.bt l\allan lint ~ .. been 
P'.J.ahtd to tht toutb of Uou.n:t 4laJl • hUt •IIOPPin& up eol'ltin•.1u in 
the S-cire dhtrlct , • tCMthna·t or Adowa , Oft the Tatkatt lUYir. 

f~~ 
Colon41 1 General Starr , 

.& .. h t&nt Chi.. r ot at._rr. G· 2. 



,) ~ 

WAR DIPARTMINT 
WAR O£~ARTW«NT GChi~AL aTA~P 

............ ... .... -... 

Warch 9, 1936. 

~ fOR 'nG: CRW 01' STAfF t 

$u.'bjtett 'ftle lhlo•lth1op1&n Controwerey . 

Polit.icd. 

The League o! tlationa t.roublu ruultin& fro'O the ltdo­
&thiOJ>ia.D contro•er•y a.re now ov.rthed.owtd b)' tbt ditrloultiea 
aridn1 frn Gtnu.ny• 1 3ht1. ao'tt 1.0 tht Rhine. Tbt Leasu-e rlll 
take vp conaicle.-aU.on of the Rh.14tl.and. pr·obho on friday, ll.arcb 1). 

X:U.a.olJ.at b reported to ba'tt offend. atahtaftct t.o France 
"Dhr n .• Lor;arno T"r' .. t,, PI"'Vlded tht LM.pit or )fet!oc.e dou not 
tc,o .. oU or acldhlotla.l eucti0111t n l t.aly. KAowleclct or, or eol­
ludoa ~ Bitler• a eon:=-nt. of troopt to the &h.bt, oa. the part of 
llt.leeoll!d, 1a dmitd iD R-. 

WUltaq. 

1t:11.uoliai c.rdeud on Karch IS, the euapudon or ailltary 
ecth\t.lta in Stbiopia parklltlinc hJ.e acceptance, in pri.oeiph, ot 
the Leasue or Katione appeal for peace nt&otiat ioat btt•••n Italy 
a.n:d ithiopia . 

Rat Wulugbet•, ithlopian Mlnlt~tr of War an4 leader of tho 
BthiopiA.n Anay f•cing tho ltalh.nt toutb ot lLUale, dhd of pneu­
aon,ia, it ••• annaunced froa AddSt A~ba. 

Two trooptb1pt o•rryins 41 oftioort ~d 481 .. n ltrt Napltt 
fo:r Su·t Atri.ca on Xarch 8 . 

;;~ 
r. 8. l.DICOUf • 

Coloael, Qoftt,.l $talC, 
4tdtt.e.nt Chht or s wr. o-2. 



WAR DEPARTMI!NT 
W,t.ft OI"'UtTMC."'"T C::CHCRAL ITA,~ ........... ,. ....... ,~, ........ . 

WASH/HC'"TO N b C. 

lUrch 10, 1U6 ~ \)/ 

lubJ tdl The It...lo•rthlopl&n Con:trov.rty. 

r olitistl . 

Tb. Lta~t ot Na~iont C~ttee of 13 it t ehtdult4 to eeet 
to-day l"areh 10) tor the purpo .. of cODtlderinc tbe repllet o! Italy 
ed SUrlopl& to \'be appeal ror p••~• addr. .. ~ to thea by tbe L•P•• 

ft. lritl.tll Qoq,r"ea:d directed c. he ....._, .. dor to Rce. to 
p:-o1. .. t tbt ttcoed. bo.ibiD& o! a.c Iq,lh'b !tN Crou uft!t at Qu.on.=. 
J. report ot an t.llt&N Udr4 bQ;l)inl had ao! been rec:tind 1n Lon-doo . 

Military. 

The order t.o tutpend botUlitiu in & .. t Africa nt ohort 
11ve4 and It&li•n ~roopt h•v• roaumtd their tatk or clearing tbt 
Teebien art& after t t wenty- tour hour pautt. 

~n bit war oo~niqge, Number lSO. W.rtht l Badoglio liated 
tbe loa••• 1rt tbe 110004 battle ot tho r .. bten ., a91 killed , 1,047 
•ou.r.ded and S5 ai"in&:· The killed included U otficere. IDilllJ 
(&thiopie) lou" •ro reporWd to tot.al •oro tb&n 15,000 dNd and 
YOl.ldt<d. 

,...,. or air raid• St eaudna tu\ .. dMtt aaoo1 tlrae rttic!e:nt.t 
of Addle Ab&bt. After -.ny of the ifthabiu.nU h•4 UtO ~o the bill•, 

eeYeral hou••• -.re robbed, and thlrt•ec lootere bawo boe~ executed. 

""'~ r. H. LDICOIJI, 
Colonel , Oentrt.l St.aff , 

Aasiet&nt Chief ol Starr, 0•2 . 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

WAI't o•I"AitTMal'fT GCNC"ftAI. ll"AII'r 

WASHINC: TQ N, DC 

Karc.b 11, 1936. 

Subject ' Tho ltalo-Sthiopian CorrtronN)' . 

Polit-jul. 

n.. 1Aap~e or Nation. COWlcil (Co:aiu .. of U) ftieh 
wt.a nhedul.d to •et on \larch 10 to con.tUer tbe r.pliea or 
Italy aad ltbiopia repnli.q • peau .. tUt•at, bat i.ndetWh­

ly poetpond Us• date ot ••tiq. 

I H1te ry. 

Jtalb.n pati"'le .,.. actin on \he northern tron"\ . ao=.-­
barc!atnt fl ~Ula ctt n..ar Ocmdar u.d aro~ou:lli Q\lore. h raported. 

n.re art no report. t:-01:1 the •outhern front. 

'Tfl"~ 
r. El . LtNCCU: , 

Colonel, ~neral SWt, 
1 .. 1.unt Chief ot St.rr, G--2 . 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

W AI'f g .-_" A_ATMI!:I'fT GEN !tfl'l•l. fOTAf/J f' 

WA0 HIN GTO,.,, O,C 

W&rob 12 , 1936. 

S~.al:ljoct 1 The ltalo-!:tbiopi&n ControveriJ)' . 

Political , 

Italy , &ltbougtl undergoing League punisbosnt tbrougtt 
u.nctlons , will st rongly opp ose tho impodtio:1 of unction• on 
Ooroa.oy , at the c.uUng of tho Lo&g\olo or Nationo CQI!tioU to bo 
holt Satut4~y in London. Yuo•olin1 hopes to secu re tho ~emoYa1 
or all unctions aga..tnat Hilly il'l return tot bh suppor-t of col­
leethe .. ourity lrt the Oer"tWt eridt. 

IUlitaa. 

Itol)' cotditu.uu to forward e•.1ppl1ea ar.d zen t o East 
Africa. On Varch 11 , 1936, the ste~ahip Principeae• Yario 
sa.iled t-roa Seplu with 1,480 officer-a llnd men. At the aaze 
tbe the •ircratt carrier Miraglia 4 epartot\ with 40 bombardl!:.ent 
plano e. 

'Fbore a.ro no ohansos reported in t he lldlit.a.ry dtuaUon 
in Ethiopia . 

rr~ 
V. H. LINCa...N, 

Colonel , Oenera l Stat!, 
An1etarrt CbS..t or St<~.-tt, G-2. 



W A R CE:PAAT MENT 
WAft Oe:f'ARTMtiNT QINRRAL STA I'P' 

(.>\": ...• 
.L 

WA5HIHC:TO N , 0 C 

" . 

~toW rOR THE CHUF OF STAYV' 1 

S~Joot • 'the Italo.Sth1op1M ContronraJ . 

Wilitary . 

Ne•• trom tbe Eatt Atrioan nr z.o~• ie negligible. On 
Karch g tho authorities in Ro=- ~nouuced that tbe operat ion in 
ithiopia •ould corttinue wit hout being influenced by the • uropean 
pollt1ce.l eit.uatio~:~. 

Morth. 
Ho report• bave bttn reoeind from tho nor-thorn front . 

§cutb . 
Fin tboueMd Fiat miU.tery trueka, each capable of 

t.ranapoTting 30 men, artiYOd at lloge.dheio on Varcb '1 and de• 
ptt t.Gd at onoo ror tho Oga.de!l front . 

lndieatione point to a major Italian offene1ve on 
H.arar in the noAr- f i.l t ur-o, •ith the purpoae of diepereing t he 
&thlopiM !oren oovoring Jijiga-R.o.rar and tbe railroad at 
Oiredawa. 

?'~ 
r . H. LINCOLN, 

Colon•l • General Starr . 
Anhh.nt Chief ot start, 0-2 . 
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WAR D EPARTM EN T 

WA ft Dl!ftAIItTMaNT GINCRA I.. STA FP 

.. ... , ..... ., . .. ,.~" .. '-~ 00\0 • Off ...... , -- ........ 
W ASHINGTON , DC 

/ . \ 
; ·~~; 
I ' - I 

II&Nh 14, 1936. 

WliOAANDUV FQa THE CHil!:F OF STAFF I 

Subjeota TM Italo-ll:thiopiaa COIItro.,.rey. 

Politic;al. 

Italy ie uxiew~ly &wai tag t be 011t c.,.. of negoti&tione be­
t.ee Gro&t Britdn uel Fruoo reprdiDg Britioh oupport tor tbe 
Froncla on tbo contillent uel tbe upholding of tbo Locamo Troaty , 

Should polit ical coerci•o act ioa be taken &pinot Oen.aay, 
tile ADctiollo principle will bo otroagtheecl, tbuo &dding to Italy' a 
prooent clitticultiu, 

lilitary. 

12!:!!.· 
Roporto troa Roao indicate &II &dY&noe of M&rob&l Bacloglio' o 

torcu onr a wide front , One corpa ie reported puabill& aoutb &long 
tho Sncl&n border. TM otber tbroe corpo now on tbe aortborn traet 
u e srlllha&lly e rlonclins tbeir linoo o011tb or tbo TllkU.u !U. .. r llDcl 
llout .ll&ji. 

TMre 1o no inclicatioa ot oppoei tioa trtlfl tbe ltldopilllll . 

~· llo oh&nge in t bo oitut.tion, 
I t &liu &i r oboerYatioa ie roportocl eYer tbo &rill tr .. 

Mogholli to Adelia Abab&, 

~~ 
r, B. LINCOLN, 

Oolonol , GODor&l Starr, 
Aaoi otllllt Cbiot or s tar r, o-a. 



W AR DEPARTMENT 
W AR DEPAR T M ENT GENERAL. STAfl'l" 

V/ASHIN C:TON, 0 C 

llarcb 16, 1936. 

IIKJilRANOOII FOR THJ: CHIEF OJ' STA.FJ't 

Subject 1 Tho Italo-ltbiopian Controversy. 

Political. 

European diplo•to, ••tillg in London in a.n &ttompt to find 
a aolution to tho probloa raiaod by recent Gorman action, may at­
ta~t to clear up tho Italo-lthiopian controvoroy. 

'rhie io or aillor i~~portance in ooapariaon with their preoont 
difticultiu but a ootUeaollt botwoon Italy and itb1opia would clear 
tha ataoaphoro in regard to Italy'• pooitioa in tho newly dovolopod 
Jl:uropean oituation. 

There aro no roprooonte.tivoo ia London rroa lthiopi&, and any 
oonoidoration by tho Loe.guo Council in Londoa or Ethiopian e.tre.ira, 
will be C&rriod on without tho c .... ont or ltbiopia, 

MilUaa. 

Italy 1o expected to ooatinuo to paola forward bor llilltary 
rorcoo in Stbiopi&. Bar dolli111.tion ot t.rritory will aid bor do• 
•udo wllon peaoo propooala aro again c onaidorod. 

Thoro io no chango in tho local ailitary oituation. 

W. B. LIIICCLll, 
Colonel, Gaaoral Ste.rt, 

.loahtallt Cbior or starr, G-2. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASiiiNGTON . 

Aprll 20, 1938. 

JO:KORAIDUK FOR 

THE OHlEr or OPIRA'liOJS 

W111 rou pleue rea4 

enalo1ed in regard to ~be 

Ph11lpplne 11iuat1on aa4 apeak 

with • aboQt 1 U 

F. t . R. 
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