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1. QUR ANNEXATIONS

"Tis a high virtus to tread in the steps of our ancestors when
they bawe gone pefors us iln the right pata.”

Pliny the Younger, HE, v ap B.

Every affort of our governoent to expand its confines since the
days or the Loulsisna Purchass has mat with bittar opposition from volces
Bigh in suthority and strong im influsnce, and snether thess annexaticns came
yoluntarily or oy purchase subsequent to bostilities there has always besn a
strong array against thelr acceptance.

Fithout a simgle exceptionm every parmansnt snnsxatlon has besn
mags with tha approwval of the inhacitants or the territory asecquirea, ana
without & single exception, these annexations have proven slemanta of
waalth and satrength for this Nation and of satisfaction to the peoples con-
pernad,

Now that High Comnissionsr McMutt and Presicsnt Quezon are
apparently engaged in & “reslistic re-sxamination™ or the pressant 0.3, -
Philippines situation, looking to the inderinits extensiom of I1. 3. sover-
signty in that archipeslago, let us glance over the msjor snnarations oy

which we have built the present geographic eaifice of our Netion.

Bynopsis of our Annexstions.

The Ravolution, oy the close or the LEth Century, oaa glven us
the Missiseippi Hiver as our western boundary end since that time we have
made six important annexations: the Louisisna Purchase, 1803; the Florida-

Orsgon cession oy Spain im 1819; Texas ena the Mexican cession 1lB45-lu4s,
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and the subssquent incicsntml Gededen Purchass of 1853: Alesks in 1887;
and FPorto Hieo, Hawall and the Philippine Islands im 1898,

Only a word need be smid with reference to our morthwest corpsr
originally knows as the Oregon couniry which mow somprises Washington,
Oregon and Idabe and parts of Montans sno Wyoming,  About half or Oregon
wa got Trom Spein with the cession of Florida in 1619 and the rest, oy 1843,
wn had taken oy risht of discovery, exploration and cccupation. The small
items or our annexations comsist of: in the Caribbesn Ses; Pusrto Rico and
the ¥Yirgin Islands; in the Pacifiec Ccean; Ouam, Semon, Wake, Midway, asnda

few other amsmll islanda,

1. The Louisisns Purchasas,

On Oetobsr E£l, 1803 a treaty was ratified by which Franca sedad
to the United States for the consiceration of riftesn million dollars =
trast of land theno known as Loulslans, wnich toasy is the middle third
of our country. This cession was the culmination of « seriss of avents
which bogan almost szactly four hundred years ago when two Spanish explorers,
DeaSoto and Coronedo at about the same tize, 1539, led expeditions from the
Atlantic and Pacific cossts respsctively into the heart of the Louisiana
trast. Almost o century and s oalf was to pass before white men agein
cams into this reglom or the Mississippi walley and Louisiamns tract,
In 1673 the French explorers Joliet and Marquette coming from
the Great Lakes region descendsd the Wiscomsin Riwer to the Missilssippi,
and nime years leter in 1682 mpother Fremchman, LaSalle, followsd the Mis-
sissippl to its mouth and claimed the entire reglon for France snd Louls XIV.
In 1762 bty a treaty not known to us publiely until saventy years

later, France ceded the Loulsisna tract entirely to Spain., Im 1800 Spain
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retroceded the Louisians tract to France, to our great ABAOYAOCD A8 our
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unplessant relations with France ot that tios had led to u suspension of
commercial intercourse,

Although cur Western movement at the close or the 18tk Contury
bed arrived at the Mississippi, we still hed in that reglor some sors spots
of British, Frenck and Spaniards (mot to mention the Indians) on the Grest
Leakes, in the Missisaippi walley and along the Gulf of Maxieco, Particularly
wire we annoyed by the French comtrol of the Missiesippl at Mew Orleans,

Such was the situation when, im 1BOS, President Jaffarson sent
Mr. R. R. Livingston and Mr., James Monroe to France “to proours * * & 4
cession to the United Statea of New Orleans and or West end Eamst Florida
or as much thereof ma the actusl propristor can oe prevalled oo to part with,®
An additional clauss treated the satter of squal rights of navigationm of the
Misaissippl Riwer for the United States ena for France. The su= or money
=nde avallable for this business was two million dollers, To the surpriss
of our Commimsioncrs Hapoleon Bonaparts at omce offered France's sntire
holding (known ms Louisisna) for 15 million dollers end the proposal was
proomptly mccepted by our envoys on thelr own responeibility.

Woen the transsction wes duly woscomplisbed, on April 30, 1803,
Livingston saked Tellsyrand then Minmiaster of Foreign Affeirs of France
"Nbat are the ssstern bounds of Louisiena?" and Tallsyrand replied, "I do
not know, you must take it as we received it" (from Spain). "But what did
you mean to take® (from Spain)? persisted Livingston, to which the Freach
official replied "I do not know.™ *Then you mean that we snall construe
it our own way,” said Liviezston, eand Talleyrand olosed the conversatiocn
with this reply "I cam give you po direction. You have made m moble bargain
for yourselves and I suppose you will make the most of 1t."™ If Talleyrana

did pot know the sastern bounds of Louisians, one may hazard = gusas as to
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his knowledge of the other bounds, As a matter of fact, the greater the
tract the greater was Bonaparte's satisfaction in the sale,.

Fortune hes consistently favored us from the beginming of our
western expansion, Let us consider orisfly the causes of this first great
annexation of Louisians, The principal cause was the imminence of the wer
between Great Britain end France, By this sale, Eonaparte was killing
really three birds with a eingle stone: for a colony which he eould not
hola ageinst Great Eritain's naval supremscy, he was getting all that we
could pay, 15 million dollars, at a time when war was egain imminent and
his vreasury low; thnn,h &A“ﬁsmunting Great Britain's expunsion in North
America west of tne Mississippi, and last but not least, in his own words,
ha was proviaing for Grest Eritein & rival whose future power he clearly
foresaw; =and in this connection, the news of Pakenham's defeat by Jackson
et New Orleans in 1814 must have peen a great satisfsction for Bonepartes st
a time when his satisfactions were rare,

And so our envoys, Livingston und Monroe who, with little hope of
success had gone to France with two millicn dollars for the relatively small
businese of buying a city, navigating a river and acquiring a part of Florida,
came home with a territory that practically doubled cur netionsl area and
assured our further western movement to the Paecifie.

The Lnﬁ.luim purchase comprises our present states of Loulsiana,
Arkenses, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montans,
Nebraska, Kanses, Oklehoma, two-thirds of Wyoming end half o1 Colorado, -
epproximetely one million square miles, or the area of a sguare ome thousand

miles on a side, of the richest soll and most favored climate of this country -

and probably of the world.
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In the maze of cireumstances which attended the Loulsiana Purchese,
the recora clearly indicates that Hapoleon Bonmparts was the principal mgent
in that transsction., The cension was opposed by some of his strongest
advinera, out was as strongly urged by his special agent for this businsss,
Barbe Marbois, Minister of ¥inance, Marbois had served in the United
States in u diplomatic capacity auring tha Revolution, hmo marrisa a laay
of Philaoelphia aend was a loyal frieno of sur Nation,

Witk the victory at Yorktown in 1781 amc the Louisimna Purchass
in 1803 our Nation was on its way, and the role or France in thsss tws great
evanta will be remembered for its Tundamental benafits rather than analyzed
for motives undsr the stress of that perica, Whils France was probably,
and logieally, =8 mucu interssted on thoss cocasions in injuring Great
Britain o8 sne was in aiding the United States, nevertheless her sotions
ware thoss of & friend whose symputhy ana confidence have remsines with us
to this day.

Juet as the nawes of Lafayatis, Hochambesu soo oe Grasss are
forever assooiated wita our initial acquisition of territory - that of our
Coloniss, vy tbe Hevolutlou - so abould the nemes of Mapoleon Bonapsrts wna
Barbe Marbols be sasocleted always with the Loulsiana Purchase.

It would be reasomables 1o sxpact tor so signal a service as the
Louisisna Purchase, the appropriste spprovael of our people snd of their
repressntatives in Congress assemolea, by the unanimous ratiTicetion of
the mction of our emvoys, Livingston ama Monros, The regcora howsver does
oot bear out this sxpectation. The Federalist party, represented oy nina
out of thirty-four Senators «nd spproximmtely forty Hepressntatives out of

a total of about obe hundred, was almost solicly wzainst the Purchass,
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Deyton of New Jersey and John 3. Adams of Massschussetts weore the only two
Federalist Senators in favor of the nill, When the Senate arter thres
duys of aiscus:ion finally ratified, the House took up the bill for the
Payment and for twelve aays, in coth Sensts snd House thers was hbot debate
ending, mowsver, io the passing of the spproprietion bill by large majoritiss
iz both Houses in October, 1603,

It 1s curious to mote the reception given the Louisisna Purahmse
oy the Opposition in Oongress. From a mumber of documents, the following
are selected as typleoal:

Senstor Plumer, New Haspshire, October, 1803

"Admit this Western World into the Union wng you destroy at

once the weight nnd importance of the Esstern States and gompal
them to establish s sepersts, independent e=pire,"
Senntor James White, Delaware, October, 1803
wh % %1 pelieve it will be the greatest curse thet eould
at pressnt befall us. ® * * Thus our oltizens will be ramoved
to the immenss distance of two or thres thousand smiles from the
capital of the Union where they will scarcely aver fesl the rays
of the Qanaral Covernment™ ate.
Repressntative Griswold or Conmscticut

"It is pot consistent with the apirit of a republicen government
that its territory shoule be exceedingly large, * * The wast =na
unmanageable @Xtent whicn ine aecession or Loulsisna will give to tos
Upited States, the consaquent aispersion of our populatiou, the
destrustion of that balance which is so important to malntain betwean

toes Eastern ana Nestern States,™ steo,
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Hepresentative Griffin or Virginia, 1804
feared the eflsct of the vast extent of our empire, - the
effects o1 the increasea valus or labor, the decremse in the
valus ol lunas wna toe influence of uhe climate, ete.
And throughout the lamd veoicea that wers high in wuthority and influence

haa opposed this annexation and msae Jeafrarson a target for attack and ridieuls,

2, The Flurl&a-ﬂm;nn Cession, 1819,

Thie cesslon by Spain was made necassary oy the Louisisna Purchase,
In 1810 the United States took over the weatern part of the Florida tract
claimed under that Purchase, end in our 1E12-15l4 war with Great Britain
General Jeackson had inveasd the western part of the Florida tract egainst
the British and later the central region egainst the Seminole Indiens.
The pressure on Floride was such that Spain in 1819, with many troubles at
bhome, ceded to us mot only the entire Florida territory but likewise her
Oregon claims west of the Rockiss and north of the 42 degree of lstitude,

And so ended the first two hundred ana fifty years of Florida
history during which Spaniards, French, Emglish, Americens and Indiens had
fought each other with a ferceity unsurpassed in any other section of our

country.

3. The Annexation of Texas and of the

Maxican Cessaion, 1845, leds.

The independence o1 Texms had not bean recognized by Mexico at
the time of our annexation of Texas in 1845 on the varge of the war which
followed., |Hence Texas is included in the general annexation which resulted
from that wer, Texas won her independence from Mexico in 1836 and at once

applied to join the United States. Altho recognition was granted in 1837,
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annexation did not occur until 1B45 almost a decade after independanca.

The volce of Daniel Webster is typical of the Opposition to the
annexation of Texas, in 1837 end in 1845, - and to the Mexican cessiom of
the New Mexico-Californie tract in 1848,

In an sddress in New York City in 1837 he said:

"I say then, Gentlemen, in all frankness, thet I see objections,
I think insurmountable objections to the unnexetion of Texms to the
United States, ®* * * * There being mo necessity ror extending the
limits of the Unior in that direction, we ought, I think for numerous
and powerful reasons to be content with our present boundaries, * * *
I see no political necessity for the ammexation of Texms to the Union,
no sdvantages to be derived from it, and objections to it of & strong,
ana, in my judgment, decisive character.

*I balieve it to be for the interest and happiness of the whole
Union to remain as it is, without diminution and without addition."

On the B2d of December, 1B45 Daniel Webster spoke in the Senate
in further opposition to the annexation of Texas:

*] have on the asepest reflection long ugo come to the comclusion
that it is of very dangerous tendency and doubtful consequences to en-
large the boundarics of this country or the territories over whiech our
laws are now established. I here recora my own dissent and opposition
and plece on record, =lso, the dissent ana protest of the State of
Massachusatts,”

Texss was annexed in 1845 by a 27-25 vote in the Senate and

132-76 in the House,
In 1848 when consioering the appropriation or 16 million dollars

for the payment of the Mexican cession under the Cuadslupe Hidslgo Treaty,

Daniel Webster saiac in the Senate:
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"] am egainst all mccessions of terrivory to form new states, * * *»

"0n the example of Louisizna (Purchase), Florida wes admitted,
There they stand =8 matters orf political history. They are fucts
egainst which 1t woula be idle st this asy to contend.," * * * *= *

*] have never heard of anything and I canmot conceive of anything
more ridieculous in itselr, more absurd, more affrontive to all sober
judgment than the cry that we are getting indemnity by the acquisition
of New Mexico (i.e., Arizona, Nevada, Utah and purts of New Mexico and
Coloresde) and Californim. I hold they are not worth a dollar end we
pay for them vest sums of moneyl"

After lengthy ema concrete atteck upon the worthlessness of the
whole traect from the Rio Grende to the northern limit, he concludes his opposi-
tion to this cession of practically one-third, - the final third, of our
continental erea -

"fhat sympathy cam there be between the paﬁpla of Maxico and
Cmlifornia (i.e., the Mexicen cession) and the inhabitents of the
valley of the Misaissippi and the Eastern States in the choiece of
a President? Do they know the same man? Do they concur in any
general comstitutional primciples? Mot at all. * * * T think
I see a course adopted whicn is likely to turn the Constitution of
the land into a deformed monster, into a curse rather than u bless-
ing. * * * I kuow, Sir, that all the portents are discoursging it
1 see the signs are sinister * * but I am sustained by a deep and
conscientious semse of duty, * * *" ste,

on Jenuary 12, 1848 Abraham Lincoln, then a membar of the House,
arraigning President Polk's poliecy of the Mexican War, said: "God grant

he may ve able to show there is uot something about his conscience more paintul

than all his mental perplexity."”
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The Guadalupes Hidalgo Treaty was ratified by the Senate July 4,
148 oy the vote 38-l4,

And there wes many a voice reised in similar bitter attack upon
Polk's aoministration 1845-1849 which gave us the western third of our Country.
But Polk did not lack support oy men or the type of Thomas H. Benton, who
during his thirty yesrs as Senstor from Missouri, 1821-1851, has left a con-
giatent record of constructive public service in energetic support of the

annexations and development ot our West,.

4. The Alaskes Purchase, 1B&7.

"The purchase of Aleska was my most important measure,
but it will take the people a generation to find it out."
W. H. Seward,

Alaska, before its annexation by us, haa for more than a hundrea
years been the property of Russia by right of discovery, end this was u very
good right in law, = but in fact, it would have meant nothing at all if Great
Britein's fleet had come along with the purpose of completing her possession
of that paurt of North America. Sg epparently Russia (who in those days was
none too friendly with Great Britein) thought it good business to let Alaska
go to a friema for t?.am,uob rather than probtably to an enemy for nothing.
(The British fleet seems to nhave been quite nelpful in our internetiomal
real estate deals),

on the evening of March 29, 1867 Secretary of State Seward wes
having a quiet evening game of whist wnen his friena the Hussian Minister,
Mr. Stoeckl, dropped in to say that the Emperor had just cabled his assent

to the cesaion of Aleska to the United States. Mr. Stoeckl suggested taking
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up the matter the following dey. Whereuponm Mr. Seward said "Why wait

until tomorrow. Lat us meke the treaty tonight.”™ By four A.M. the next
morning the treaty wes finished end in & few hours was sent by the President
to the Senate, The treaty was proclaimed Jume 20, 1867, and Seward procesded
{mmedistely to take formal possession of Alasks, although the joint resclution
sppropristing tor its purchase aid not pass until July, 1868, a year later.

Here sgain we need not amelyze motives, - the fects are that for
Hussia's reasons and ror our own, the sale was satistactory to tae "high
contracting parties' and arranged in en atmosphere of friendsaip. It is
eminently just at this point to state that Seward's enlightened statesmansaip
in wois metter was in toe highest degree due to the reporis of the scientist
and explorer Robert Kennlcott wnose accurate estimates ol the value or Alaska
were tne causs of Seward's zoalous iamterest in this =unexation,

We have no Daniel Webster to typify the Opposition to the Alasks
Purchase g0 let us heer fromafew ol tne members of Congress on this subject
st the time of its consideration by that body:

Mr. Farriss, or New York, said:

"The people of this country ao not want these Russian

possessions, If submitted to them they woula reject the treaty
by a majority of miliions.”

Speaking on the same bill, he moved to strike out all after the
enacting clause and insert the following:

"Phat the President be authorized to bind the United States

by treaty to pay the sum or $7,200,000 to any respectable Zuropean,
Asiatic, or African power which will accept & esssion ot the Ter-
ritory of Aleska."

Mr, B. F. Butler, Massachusetts, July 7, 1888, salad:
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"If we are to pay for her (Russia's) frisndship this amount,
I desire to give her the $7,200,000 and let her keep Alaskas, * * *
But no man, except one insane enough to buy the earthquakes in St,
Thomas and the ice fields in Greenland, could be tound to agree to
¥ % % its acquisition,” ete.
Mr, Benjemin F. Loan, of Missouri, sald:

*The acquisition of this inhospitable and barren waste would
never add one dollar to the wealth of our country or furnish homes to
our peopla, To suppose that anyone would willingly leave the mild
climate sna fruitful scil of the United States, with its newspapers
and churches, its railroads and commerce, its civilization amc ref'ine-
ment, to seek a home among the Aleuts * * * is simply to suppose such
person insane."
Mr, Washburne, Wisconsin:

"The countrTy is aosolutely without value, * * * I tell
gentlemen wno go tor Alaska thet Greenland is e better purchase than
AMeaske, * * * I defy eny living men upon the race of this earth to

- produce sny evidence that en ounce of gold wes ever extracted rrom
Aesks,"

The Senate promptly passed the ratification with only 2 dissenting
votes in 1867. A year later arter violent opposition the Houss voted in
favor 113 - 43, and "Seward's Folly™ became part of the Unitea States,

It seems idle to attempt to compare the vest wealth which has come
to us from these annexations with the relatively triviel cost of their purchase.
_ Howaver, remembering that the grand total of the sums paid for all of our

acquisitions of territory is $72,200,000, e few statistics with reference to

Alaska may be interssting.
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We paid £7,200,000 for Alasks: - From 1880 to 1935 Alaske has
produced 435 million dollars of gold, and with silver and copper values
incluaed, the total is 679,582,000 dollars,

The fishery business between 1929 sma 1935 has ranged between
25 and 40 million dollers a year.

In 1934, 1} million dollars of sealskins were shipped to the United
States, The control or this industry has causea an ineresse of seals from
£15 thousand in 1911 to more then & milliion enu & helt in 1935,

These are the main industries but Alaske elsc hms vast forests
and an important lumber business, land furs and certain agricultural products,
Her total annual business in 1935 was approximately 68 million dollars.

From the viewpoint of strategy, Alasks is even more important, for
it is the key to the North Pacifiec and the strong right flank of our Peeifie
defense; it makes Behring sea & U,5. body of water, and controls Behring

Stralts and the Arctic Ocean toc the north,

5. Hawaiian and PhiliEEina Annexationg, 1598,

"I speak not of forcible annexation for that cannot be thought

of. That, by our code of morality would be criminal mgeression,”

Presicent MeKinley, 1897,

Hewaii had requested annexation to the United States in 1894, and
had been refused, but the Spenish &Igriuan War or 1898 made its acquisition
most desirable and annexation cccurred im July soon miter the declarstion of
that war, but omly after strong opposition had been overcome, Typicel of
the Opposition in both Semate end House is the statement of Mr, Dinsmore of
Arkanses (E.R.) in presenting the minority report: " * * * {t will be the

greatest blunder in our national history.” The vote was, in the Senate
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42 - 21, in the House 209 - 9l.

The Philippines were acquired by the Treaty of FParie, December 10th
1698, which ended the Spanish-American War, By the same treaty the islends
o1 Guam and Puerto Rigo came into our possession, - And then the battle over
ratification began. The Opposition vrought out the ola artillery mgainet
eXxpansion, to wit: impositiom of our will upon a helpless people, inmn.uiatency
with the demccratie principle that govermment should derive {ts power from
the consent of the governed; a war to free one people should not foreibly
annex another; military &8xXpenses; probable entanglements with Zurgpean
nations in the Far East; wiolation of the Constitution which di4 not provide
for annexation of territory, ste,

Just as Jefferson in the Louisiana Purchase, Polk in the snnexation
of Texas and the Mexican ceassion of 1845, 1848, and Seward in the Alaska
Purchase in 1867, stand out elearly in the records of those great achievements,
20 stands William McEinley in tha Pacific annexations of Hawnii, the Philippines,
Guam and the Samoan Islands,

In his instructions to his delegates to the Convention or the Treaty
of Paris, 1888 MeKinley says: "It is my judgment, and the well considered
opinion of the majority, that duty requires we should take the archipelago, "

* % * % slncidentsl to our temure in the Philippinss is the commercial opportunity
to which Amsrican statesmanship cannot be indifferent, It 18 just to use

every legitimate means for the enlargement of American trade, but we seek no
advantages in the Orient which are not common to all. Asking only "the *open

door' for ourselves, we are ready to mecord 'the open door' to others, "

MeKinley's successful demand on Spain for the cession of the
Philippine archipelago to the United States brought heavy attacks from tha
Opposition., Senator Hoar, 1898, in opposing this annexation said: "When
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you raise the flag over the Philippins Islance ms an smble= of dominion and
acquisition, you ®eke it gown rrom Independence Hall®™; and such terms as ™The

great South Sea Bubble or the lyth Century,” "The gzreat aberration,” "An inm-

excusanle olunaer,™ ete,, are typical of the language ussa in the effort to defeat

ratification, But there were likewiss stropng proponsnts of this treaty which

was finally ratiried oy the 3enate in February 1899 - by the vote of B - 22,

THE PHILIFPINES AND THE PACIFIC OCEAN

Upoa the chesspo.ra of international play, the Fhilippines represant
an isportant plece, und it aoces not sesm the part of good chess to give up such
a pisce pefore the nocessity arises, ano o8 to that nacessity, thers ia ns
eountry in thia worla less lisvle to provocatioR by othar mations than the
United States, for many and oovious reasons.

The turther we look ioto the futurs, tThe mMOre reasoo we apparsntly
bave ror bolaing on to every square imeh of our property, on this earth in
gensral, and in the Pacific in particulsr. Hecent events have shown the
importance in that ocean of even isolated atolils and small isiands, Bardly
more than reefs, witnsss Canton and Epderbury islends in recent lssus, - and as
to the water, the more of it we control the better for the developmsnt of our
gommunications end gommercs and for the protection of our westarn coast.

In 1B52 Seward, later of Alaska fam, prophesied - * * * * The Pacific
Ocean, its shoras, its islands ama the vast reglon beyond will becoms the chiar
theatrs of svents in the world's great hersartsr.® FPresident Theodore
Hoossvelt in 1918 speaking or the shirting of comercisl intersst from the
Meditarransan to the Atlantic, subssgquent to the dlscovery of Aaerica, is quotesn
as saying, " * * * but the Pagific ers, csstined to be the greatest of all, is
just at the dewn * * *, = and Ad=iral Jellicos, in his study of the Pacific after

the World War said: "The future belongs to the Paciriec.” These and similar
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prophecies by suthoritiss of weight serm to dsserve our sproial wttention
at this time,

The Philippines repressnt the last step in a series of annexations
that bave extendsd our conrines Irom the Atlsntic coest of North America to
precticaliy the Paciiic const of Asia. The Philippipe yuesiion, thes, shoula
bo consigsred im the genoral plan or our Nation's development ua ome of the
prineipal elements or our Facille situation. OQur policy in that ocean is
rapidly increasing in importance and af yet resalns to be decided and con-
solidated.

And so enas the ssries of our appexatlons, wnose story is the
builoipe of our empire. Amd to thoss men, from Thomas Jefferson to Williesm
MeEinley, to wnose vision, spergy and couragh we ure indabtad by thess AnmeXe=
tions for the Nation's physicel grestness and strencth wherein end whaseby
we have besn sble to live it fresdom mnd happiness, we owe the tribute ol a
mindful asd grateful memory apa the obligation of a falthful stewardship of

their legacies.
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