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#6 - Ploesti story: Damage to Concordia Vega Refinery, knocked out by the
bosbers of the 15th Strateglc iir Force. .







#7 - Ploesti Story: The twisted wreckage of pipes and tanks reaches from one
edge of the refinery area to the other at Astra Romana, one of the Re~
fineries of Ploesti wrecked by bombers of the 15th AMr Force.
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HEADQU , ARMY AIR FORCES uﬁ?';’
WASHINGTON ’

September 22, 1944 :
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MEMCRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT;

Herewith is & copy of & most interesting letter
from General Eaker relative to his visit to the Ploesti
oil fields and the damage that he found, Several typieal

pictures are attached hereto with the desoription on the

Ha ARNOLD,
Genaral, U. 8. Army,

Commanding Gensral, Army Alr Forces.

back of each one,

Incls
Cy 1ltr to Gen. Arnocld,
9/17, frm Gen. Baker.
10 Photographs,




0ffice of tae Comsander=1n=0h lef
HEADJUARTINS MEDITERMAKEAN ALLTED AIR FORCES
Ael'sOs

17 Septembar 1Lk,

General i, H, Arnold, DoA.,
Commanding Neneral,

lqs Army Alr Forces,
KASUINGTOM. Da O

[mar (Jeneral,

Thanks very much for wour kind letter wiilch case
yesterday commedding um for our mork, Both Cannom and
Saville were uers shortly after jour lstter arrived and
I Zerived great jleasure froz noting the appreciation
and evident 1Lt to their morale wileh your lotter caused,

Tou were quite rignt abosubt the three Commanders, Cannon,
Twining and Swville. They have all dane muparlar work,
Testerday afternocn we had a forsal ceresory at which
Saville was gives a Uletingulshed Service iedal, Camnon
spent an hour with me end than dashed off &5 Tlolah the
aftarncon with Aleeander at hils headquarters, Casnon is
having to work like & beaver to cover his two Joba with
Alexarder and Levers, partigularly since they are now so
widely separated, but he is doing it in sis csual afflolent
sanner and keeping both thess Cosmanders ontirely satisfied
and hug gy

#ith the jermisslon of the Russians and on the invita-
tion of the Fuzmanian (hlef of Jeqeral staff [ last Thursday
and Friday visited Bucharest and [loesti, I bave, in
& lotter Just written to arnay, ocutlined some aspects of
thile trip, but 1 will glve you briefly s susarization of
fome of =y oversll impressions,

King Ulehsel is & real monarchj there is no doubt but
that he Ir running the cowmntry, 1 saw him in the ;resence
2 bls minleters acd there ls not Lhe sligntest doubt that
thay take thelr puideance and eontrol fros hlm, The young
boy, orly22 years old, ls & real patriot., He Ls only
interested in what will help Husanla and ihe Husanin:
people. lie Ls & firs friend acd o great aduirer of the
United States and tngland and he waots Lhe (overnment of DECLASS TR
his Country to sodel that of Sngland and Aserion. 50 Levser, 51“

The ¥inisters and senlor =ilitary officlals of i sanis
are sincere and able =en and they Lave the Army and the

——



country, what [ saw of (i, the heart of i, under perfect
contrals

The fussions are glving the Ausanians a bad time,
fing ¥lchael told mm, however, that he believed things
would grow better and not worss. Im this [ think ho Ls
rights The [irst wave of the Rusalsn =ilitary which case
in were tough bables, and thay treated Rumania ared the
fumanions as & conquersd country. In thelr slaple, direct
way they are, of courss, right - the Husaniass were on
the other side of the fence but a short while a0, desplte
the faot that their hearts were alwayu wits the Allles and
taey are sow fighting very valiantly on our slde and along-
oide the Ausslan military and alr forces.

Floesti s o perfect example of what bomblng esn do to
Indstry, The total overall result of our bosbin: of
Floastl was the complete destrustios of the Rumanlun oil
industry to all intents and jurjoses. Oith ;Test effort
tie refining capasity was ab about 107 level on August 20,
but the Fermans were only able to get out but 2 to L%
because of Lhe subslidiary attacks on the marstallln: yards,
tank cars, rallromd bridges and the =lnin: of tha Dancbe.

Aere ls an interesting itam= [ telked to four af
Lie managers of the jrineipal refinerles. They took me
tarouch Lie battered, broken plants and they told co that
Loey eould In ninety days bring thelr plants back to 15 ta
25C norsal capaclty Lf they Lad the cooperation of the
fusslans, A1l thelr moter transport hes been commandesrsd
and they can do mnothing toward cleaning up the wroaknge
without motor trans ort. The fusslans are now havling
Ewny tie sur lus motor fusl and produgts which were stoped
in the refineries and which had not been totally destroyed.
anen this la gone Lhe Husslecs will (lod that they have
killed the goose whlch lald tie poldes o3z} When that day
comes it is poing Lo be interesting to mee what they then
do. AL the pressnt soment they are doing nothlnp but
muarding Lhe plants. There are no fussles englneers, olil
experts, or sgpervisory englonsers aiding the Humanians in
the recovery of the oll refinery cspacity.

e have, with consldierable initiative and industry,
gons Into the loesti ares with bomb-svaliation and
intelligence tomss and they have done sxcellent wors, WNe
are, therefore, with the halp of the fumanlans, golng to
have a perfect rejort, lneludin: the Gersas flgures on oll
production, plus Cerman sot. on=-pleture photogra,hs of each
of our attacks and all the Rumanian ecomomie data an
fumanian petrole.=s produetlon and exgort. The 065 has

DECLABATF 1pD
aat Letter, b=3-73
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procision and destructive power could be
caused by bombers sttacking from high altdtuds.
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the cocperation they did =s. The message from Mosoow

mhﬂﬂqw“tmndmwﬂmm“

American teass in Ploesti without authority. It may

be, therafore, that the persission which was extendsd to
-hmmh‘in&mmﬂmdﬂmﬂmmh
mmrmmmm&uuqmmummﬂ. I
want to find this out and that is one of the reascns for
sanding the two Operations Criefs and Oeneral Curry back
tomorrow,

The best to you as always.
51!1:“11-

f8/ Ira C. Eaker

IRA G, EAKER
Lieutsnant Ceneral, U. 5. A.

Commanding .
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VEMDRANINM ¥OR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Photograph of Nagoya

Hote the attached pleturs of Napoya taken by one
of the last sguadrons to drop their bombs. The full
affect of our incendiary attack obvicusly cannot be
depicted by this picture, as some of the bomba &re
#till on the way down. It doss, however, glve a
general idea of what happened tc Nagoya.on Jaruary s

We are still awaiting pleotures showing the
city as a resilt of this incendiary attack after
the smoke had clearsd away.

Incl: Fhoto of Nagoya
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