


SA!)qUARSJB, 1<&'1!1 '0, S, AIJ1 JOJIK 
Offioa ot the C~ill& O.MJ.'&l. 

'l'be Prealdent, 
'l'be Illite Bo\188. 
'IABROO'roll, D .a • 

z-diatel:r attar returol.Jl& to Ch1Da0 I called upon the 
Oeul'&l.iulal at OhUDSk1D8 8114 acquainted h1a with the pllll18 tor 
coll4uctill& an air ottenai 'fll in China e.ll4 tor support ill& ground troop a 
both in China and 1n Bv.me. 

Be 'IIU 1n wry good opirita u a raault ot the daoiaiw 
defeat ot the 1apaneae J'oroee aouth-at ot Iohang . J'r<a tha moat 
reliable aouro .. aTeilable, it appears that tha 1ape.neae ~loyed 
about 100,000 troopa of all aerdoea 1n t he driw .... t of Iche.ng 
and that thair objectin wu ney probabl:r Ula 1101111tain stronghold 
ot Sbih-Pai, Identification waa made of the tollow1ng Jape.neae units -
the whole of the 13th, ll9th and 'Oth DiTidona, tbe whole ot the 17th 
Br 1ge.de, a part ot the :!lrd, 6th and :!l<&tb DiTialona and the whole of the 
14th Br1gads, The Japanaae auttered 110ra than :!100000 cuualtiee, k illed, 
woull4ed and captured. 'l'heir defeat -• dUll to tha UDexpectedly atroD8 re­
aiatence ot the Cbineoa ground forou and their loeeae were aup~~~nted by 
the action ot both A.eriolll e.ll4 Cbineae air unitl duriDil the retreat. 
Tbey now bold ftry taw points south ot the Yangtoze RiTer and the Chineae 
tra continu1D8 the o~ign to drhe th• north ot the riTer. 

I bellne that thia CeJIPaign bears out 111:t statement that 
tbe Japanese are unable to aupplJ an ortanaift effort capable of 
penetret1D8 ..,re than 100 allao into the interior of Chilla in any 
area whare tha:r are Udable to briD8 up reintoro-nte and auppliea 
b7 •tar. We were unable to operete againat their euppl:y linea 
duriD8 tbe earl:r part ot tha capaign due to lack ot u1at1on auppllea, 
ohortage of aircraft and unauitable weather. 

I haft MAla a oaratul aurn:r ot tha aituation here aince 
m:r return and I find that we atill lack autt1oient aircraft and opere­
tional unito to oollduct an ott..iw in Cbina, while guardl.Jl& our 
tranaport taminala 1n 1\mna, I haft onl;r tour 1'1&Jitar aqua4rona 
which IIU8t ope:Nta troa Luhio, llluBa to HOllgl<oD& e.ll4 Hanltow on tha 
eutarn trent and Hano!,. all4 Haipilolll 011 the aoutbeZ'II front . I haft 
but one Squadron ct lladiun Boabere tor oparetion onr the •- area. 
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The toDD&S• of wuppli•• deliYared by tr&Daport planea do not enable the 
tour aqu.adrona of hea?T bcebel'tl to operate freely. Theee aquedrona are 
re'luired to bring 1n their 01111 wuppl1aa tl'OIII .&.u.a. 

The toDD&Se dell nred by air t...,.port from Allam ia 
holding up eurpriaingly wll wun the difficultiea Wider wbioh tMy 
operete are conaidared. It ia tbia tact which anablea M to continua 
to eupport the Ch1D111 sroUDd anotea 1D ap1ta ot other detioieMiea. 

l(y oonetl'Wition prosrua, wbich 1Jiclu4ee airdra~~a and 
build inga tor quarters and operatiou, in tbe Forward Aria baa been 
delayed conlidarebly. The prosraa wae prepared about Apr11 let, 
be tore ~ departure tor the United stataa, &Dd wae 1D &ood tre1n bet ore 
I left. 11ntortunately, 1n ~ abeanca the ieauance or contrary ordera 
1Dta~tad the work and •• a reeult aooo...odatione tor the toroaa 
which I propoaad' to aend to tile J'orward Area will not be ready by the 
data orl&iD&lly pl.armed. !!owner, I believe the delay will not he 
longer than two to three -.Ice. 

The affect of all thMI une:r:peet..s dalaye will be to 
postpone t he opening ot 111 &11 out ottanein qa1Det 1ap aircraft and 
ehlpping 1D China. I aa 110at anxioua to begin thia o-l&D and eDdure 
the dalaye with tbe sreateat ~tienoe. 

It 1a 1111 hope that I can keep you advised of: coDditiooa 
here without aaking tor """ supportilll! action on your part. 

With Yery beat w1ehea tor your good health, I aa, 

lloat eillcerely youre , 

llajor General, A.U .s. 
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T H E WH ITE HOU SE 

WA.S H I NGTON 

October 15 , 1943 , 

liEHORANDtm FOR 

~Or! . HJ\IUlY L . IIO" Y.IIIS 

Do you t h i nk I ahoul•l r epl y 

t o t his ? 

F, D.R, 

Lette~ t o the President , 0 - ~-41 , frow 
Ma j. Gen . C. L. Chennault , Hecrlquarte,.s , 
14th U.S . Ai r Force , pivtn~ re~ort on 
the situati on of the 14th Atr Force . 
,, 1 ,;,r;v.: ..,..,_;r,< p .. ,.,,t }. ,/~tT-n· -

,, ftl., I ~ .• ,d.,...,f I m. 
)':::1./,. ... k. I #t, J~ rrlll ..It 1(... 

j, I;..,., ;{./ tt f 'I /'11, 'I (I r( f I If • " /"It 
~~~·~~ rte, {I L ' 
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TH E WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

October 16 , 1943 . 

l·!E;WHJ\lJDUli li'QH 

HO"J, HATIRY L . HOPKIIIS 

To ans\·Ter and l et me 

have copi es bac!t f or my files . 

F . D.R , 
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HUDOUARTI!"RS F'OUR·TEENTH AIR FORCE 
A , ,., 0, e:t '1, C/0 ,.OaTNAST itR 

H£W YOWl( C.ITY, N&W YORK 

The P'reeident, 
The fbi t. Houae, 
WASKli'GTOii, D. C. 

AprU 19. 194.4. 

1'batli ,-ou for 1ou.r kind letter of ~ob l S, whieb 
er .. tl7 eneou.ras~ .. by itl Ntu.rcce ot lnhreat 1n ou.r probltu. 
In accordance with your requaat, I believe I should .ate another ,._,port on the sener:a.l aituaticm here. 

~ piet.ur• •• do•J.:r~ent. r .. tu:re 11 tbe etr-on.e pro­
bability t hat the Japanese will l aunch t• o offenalYee in China durin£ 
the spring and earl7 ~er. Preparations tor tb.ee-e otfendns hAve 
r-eeenUJ bHD eoiAC forrard apace. Moreae:ota of troope and ec:tui"P­
aent up the Iangtne R1Yer 1 tar UAU~ple , have never been so hea'7. 
Since tbe Japaneae can blrdl1 ~ve reaource1 , to sp.r6 for ~but 
.. j or atratecie objectives, I personally consider t he offensives 
rlrtually certain, an4 expect them to be both acrlo~ an4 dctel1llined 
1n character . 

The f1ra t will be a double d.riTe, upwards t'roal the 
enecy pOditioo a.t H&o.kow md dOWI'I•&k'dt rt-ce the positions on tbe 
Yellow Ri•er, to t&ke the Chinese-held section of the Peiping-K&nkow 
Railroed . Ita ilzedi&te objectiTe will be t o prcnrida an t.lt.ert)at.h·e 
line of eommunicationn tor the ene~ boldtnaa oo tbe upper Tangtaze, 
aod tbul ~rd •aainat tbe 14th Air Foree interdicting traffic on 
the Rher it .. l f, wbieb now a.rri ea all auppllee for t be 'b.netue 
apearbe&d. Ooeo t.be eneiQ' bolda t be HOONI plain, th:rcugh which the 
nllroad l'\UI&, he will have an e&a ier avenue of attack on the Szech• lln 
plo.in, ClurQ&tu aDd Cbun&Jd.D&. 

T~ aeeoad offensive wUl be an uvelopi.ne •oYe•errt 
baaed on Tocbolr and lancb.&n&, to take Cbangaba. Its a.e41ate 
objecth• will~ t.o obhJ..n coa..nd o! t.be na.ltb of Elunan Provir.lee, 
one of tbe ricl!eat in Cbina, to which Cb&D&aha ia the hy. Once 
the aneiQ' holds Char:waha, be will t. in a poe1t1on t.o acwe aoutb­
w.ard , either aloac tbe old Cant,on .. .fiAnkow ra.llroad, or &lcmg the 
apu.r llne OD wbicb are dtuat.~ ou.r •1tl torwex-d air bt.aea at 
Benc.nc, L1.ngllc£ and lweilln a.nd Lluchow. Utr r; 
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1 11U8pect the J'apenese High COIIIllliUld is prepering 
these offensives in anticipation of having to abandon their 
boldine• in South Eas t Asia and South West Pacific in order to 
be better able to maintain their last li"e of defense of J'spon 
proper in China. t'or thi.s purpose , neutralization of our Chin~ 
bese on their flank is obviously essential. If the two offensives 
1118rely ga,in their t.~edi&t·e objectiYes, such neut ralization will 
have been brought perilously clooe . . 

I wish I could tell you I bed no fear of the outcome. 
I expect the Chinese forces to lllllke the strongest r esistance they 
cen, both elong the Peipine- llllnlcow Railroad end before Cbengshe . 
We shall do our best to give them, by use of air power, a margin 
over the J'ape.nese. But owing to the present cone~ntration of our 
r esources on the fightin& in Burma, little bas been done to strengthen 
the Chinese Armies in the interi or, and for the same r eason the 14th 
and Chinese Air Forces ere still operati.ng on a shoe string . If we 
were even a little stronger, I should not be worried. Sine~ men, 
equipment , supplies s.nc1 trensport .. tion e.re ell still very short, I 
can only say t o you that we shall fight bard. 

I am the more concerned, since the shrewdest Chinese 
lenders I have consulted ore convinced t hat any Japanese success 
within China will touch off violent new price rises, and probably 
cause political unrest, with inevitable effects on t he energy of 
the Chinese resistance. I note a mood of di s couragement among the 
more influential Chinese . This, I may add , bas l ately been con­
siderably increased by the RussiM bombing of Chinese t roops on the 
Sinkie.ng-Outer llongolio.n borde.r. Sucb. foresighted msn as Dr. Soong 
privately regard t he epis ode as the probable first move in a cam­
paign to assert Russian influence in Aais - a cSJDpaign which would 
eventually take the form of a Russian attack on t he Japanese in 
llallcburi a, junction between the Russians end Chinese communists in 
llorth Cbina, and ultimate eotablishment of a Chinese Collii!IUDist ete.te 
or states in North China , llallchuri e and perhaps Sinkie.ng . I f this 
i s indeed th" Russian plan , the Clrunglcing regime can hardly defeat 
it, and will have difficulty in surviving it, as the Chungking 
leaders well know. 

Forgive me for randaring a pessimistic report . I can 
assure you at least that I and the other men of the 14th Air Force 
will not relax our determinati on to make our shoe string stretch 
to cover any eventuelity which may ari se . If I me,y se;y s o, your 
leadership , and the sense of whst you are acco:nplishing elsowbere, 
are powerful inspi rat ions to us. 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

llos t 

SC?:~c·t·:~~&· 
C."'£: C .tULT 
llajor General, U.S.A. 
CaO!MnrU n&. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
AIR CCftPS 

Mt!or Gtatr&l C. t . ..be!lrulUtl. 

Co~l!\11 14th Air Force 

OFFICI!iR CO!JRIER 

Tht Prel14ent, 

The White Bouse, 

W &SIIDIGTOII, D. C • 
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH AIR FORCE 
A . P . 0. 0 2 7. C / 0 POSTMASTC .. 

The President, 
the White Hous e, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

NEW YORK CITY, NllW YOitK 

211 Kay 19H 

• ' ~- I'»- - It' -I. 1/. 

stgnaturc- (441 J . .Jf.t:.V. 

The situation here in China is s uch that I 
aust wr~te you again. To put it Dluntly, we are now f acea with 
the poss1ole loss ox China as an allied base, unl ess drastic 
counter aeaeures are proaptly t a ken. 

1. The Japanese ortens~ve, wnich I antici­
pated in ay last let t er to you, opened 11 April . croes1ng the 
Yellow niTer in force, the enemy rapi dly over-ran Honan and north 
Anwhei Provinces. ne then t urned his s trength to tne West , a nd 
drove towards the f amous Tung.tcwan pees , the i lt' ewa"· t o Sia n and 
Paochi, China ' s cni ef strongnolds in the Nurth. At present it 
appears this drive baa somewnat over-extended nia. Be may re­
group t- nd try aga in. CAengtu a nd the ;;,r.echua n plain, the heart 
or Free China, will be directly t breatene4 if tne enemy ga .1.ns 
access to Si an and Paochi. or, aore prooaol y, be may content 
blmself with consolidating his held on tne Honan plain and the 
Pe1ping-Hankow Kallroad. This is eas1ly w1 thin his cs.paoilities , 
and wlll proTide bia Wl th a d1 rect Line 01 Communication• De tween 
n1e central reserve Nortn or the lell ow ~Yer a nd his pooit1ons 
on tne ,anbts~e RlYer. 

2. ~natever the ou~come in tne Nurto , I con­
sider 1t alaust certa in <hat tne v&pa e oe ol'tenaive w1ll develop 
a rar aore danserous second pnaoe wnen •he good wea•hur 1n China's 
cen'tral reg1on oegins in July. The enemy 11111 tllen dr1Te down 
I'roa the taug<s ze poai tiona, and perhapo up~~ard ! r um Canton , to 
ta~s the line or the Cnnton-Hankow Kailroad and our Bastern . a1r 
bases. 1 aay add ~ba~ yesterday we received i ndicatlone that 
this second pnaee aigbt no t walt t or tbe weather, out st art at once. 

3 . In the Ho nan caapa1gn, the Japanese nave 
been us>ng from oeTen to e1ght dlYi slons, including one armored 
division a nd •ucb mecilanized equipment, prooaoly l eaving 1'our dl­
Yiaiona 1n tne1r central reaervo. !n the l angtsr.e posit i ons, rrom 
lCDanl to Wubu, tne Japanese now baTe a 't least rourteen divia1ons, 
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•1~n at leaat tour add~tional d1T1elona 1n the trianale , Nanking­
denaebow-Shanchat . Th er e are two dlvialone in the Canton~nankow 
e.rea, • n1ch aay also oe r apidly r e...ntorced tro111 P'orl:losa. 

4, ~n Ronan, the Aratee or General Hu Taung- nan dorend 
Tungkwe.n, Slan a nd Paocn1, • .nd th e Armiee ot 8ener a 1 :rang ~n- po 
are enar ged. ri \ h t he detenee or the r e et. ot th e provinc e. JD vie• 
or tne rolauve11 11ai ted J'&.ptLneee tor ce e.ployed in R.onan, it 
e e e•e l i kely they •J.ll only euoceed. in at :..&lDihg the i r lees aaol­
tloue ooJectlTe--- cont r Jl ot t he Ronan p1n1n and the Pinc-n&n 
Railroad. BUt i n Aaat China t>Outh or tbo Yang~ sze, the Armies ot 
•eneral Heleb Yo, ln tae M1n tb Wa r Area, are tne only Cni neae roreca 
which can oe l"el 1ed on ror detennlned reetatance. '!eneral Rs1 eh 
n eeded atl hie s tr en&lh to defeat the Japaneee in tne Ohansteh 
caapa1gn las~ ra11, 1n which only ei kn t Japanese diTleiona were 
eaplo1eci. Re W"l.ll now nave to w1thetand a t leas• t.wlce aa uaany 
dtvi e~ons. It 1e toaical t o euppo6e he cannot do so • 1tnoat tne 
mos t pOwerf u l aaatst a nee. 

) . ~here i e only one rora or •eeietance we con KlYe 
the Ch ine se , wne ~her 1n Ronan or i n ~elt Cbtno ~outn of tbe Yana­
ter.e. le can aob1U t.e our resources tor a aajor e.1 r erfort, o.nd 
ow1 nc to pro bl ema or SUPplY and t ransportat1on, that 1s a l l wo cao 
de. I pereonally aa conri<lent that a. aajor a ir effort, pu11'erit-
1n& the enemy bae ee, eutt1ng tne eneay eupply linea, denying h'G 
U$8 ur the eh ina CO&It porte , &nd &... f OTdin& Strong Cl tJ88 SUpport 
tc, the Cht neee cround f orcee, wi ll et.op ~ne Je.paneee on'ena.~.ve 1n 
Cntna. But our r ea ourc oe a uat oe ao otllr.ed . At preaeut, tne 
Jour teentn A1r 7orc e baa neitn er \ne reaerYee nor t ne t nco•t na 
auppl tea Le do tne Joo Wlth any aesurano1 of euceees. ~ince au 
lit,le tiae rea&J.nl , 1 shal l need eoae t h1ng ••r'1 like C6rt.e o!ancne 
to draw no t Ynly on tne Air 'l'ranaport Coaaand, out a il;o, u necee­
eary, on th e lltn Bo•oer Co~and . 

o. tOU w.a.ll recall that iu " e.eb l.ng\un in Ms.1, ~9 ' } , 
I aae er-t ed tha~o li•l ted. &J. r power wvu.a.4 De enoucn to de teat. any 
orfenl! l Ye ~one Jape.neae cuuJ. d l au ncb 1n China, u.nt l1 tne.r a oandoneo 
t het r •ore d J.a\ant co .. ltaenta aud eoncs. tra~e4 \Aelr ef fort ne r o . 
Precl. Ge.ly tha t e ituatlen baa now aris en. I n •Y op1n1on , the l.r 
oYer a l l eojecttTe 1a notn1n-1 l eee tn.an t he neJ:~traUz&t.lon OI 
China ae an allled o&ae, and tbe Or€en1zatlon or Baa~ Cbina •• 
a 1apaneae oaee sud TltaJ 11ni: 1n their 1nt. r .i.or derenee line. 
l f tbe . apane1e orfena1ve t oll owe tne 11nee I expect and 1a not 
d.ete•ted, the coneequencea w111 oe: A) true\ r&~lon 01 eur kacl­
rlc atra tel)', -.y depr1·nnc \ne propoeeo operations t o eetaolletl 
a oridie nead in the Jormoaa-C&nton area or oeeent1a1 l &nd-oaaed 
&1~ aupport; J9 neutrall~&tl.on or actual loea ot Chlne ae an 
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air oaae &lliUnet. Japan, owt ng to poUtlc~l a t u r effects and tne 

Japanese nold on t ne coast-itne; and C) uittaat.e estao11snment ot 

a Land Line of Co .. untcat.tons oetween - anchurta and Soutoeast Aata . 

The Japanese cou1d make no oetter prephra. ton to nolo tndetlnt te1y 

on an interior Une , wu1cn l B , of course, tue prooie<o urDently con­

lronttn• tnetr ntsn coumand. 

1 nave repeatedly waaned ~eneral St• lwell ol the pre­
sent danger . 1 have s ugges ted mootlizauon of all alr resources 

to asstet tue Chinese In Honan, if a eer t oue Japaneee aooa ... lt on 

TungKwan develops. 1 have &Leo preaeut.ed to ntm a coapi ete estl­

aat.e of tne ai tU8t1Cn, 01 which I encto~;e an up-to-date veraton 
t'or you, and have asKed nta t or a a1recuve t o cover the ucono 
pnase of tne Japene se 01 t"enel ve . I cannot predtct wna t actton ne 

aay t aKe . "!here is l lttle euougn tlme to act, 101 our a1r eflort 

s hould oegtn at once if tne Japanese Ya ngteze posittons a re to oe 

aoequately svl t. ened. 

1 am atrat<l t he aravtty ot the sltuat1on I haTe descr1-

ocd may come as a sever e ehook to you. •,ven the '-euerallssimo , mis­

led oy ra.t se in•e111aence, wee remarkaoly coap+acen~ unt 11 Honan 

was actually over-run, and ao~t 01 our own people aeea to nave snared 

his error. 1 do not know wnat you can do tn tne matter, and l r ear 

1t w111 oe worse than useleae Sl mply to pass tnie l etter to the 

War ';'eJ)I\rt=ent, Slnce lt i s not m,y o11'1ci al ou8lnesl< to sp,. ra tae 

the military ettuetton nere. But tne logic of Japan's posi tton, 

all tne tnte!ll&ence I have r ecetved, and aY own lon experience, 

a ll ccnttr<ll ay oplnton. Conse.uentty 1 feel lapelled to send you 

tc1is pr•vate word . 

,orgive me tor adding to your many Durdeaa. If it 1a 

not too auch t r ouole, please remeaoer ae kindly to Yr . Ropk~ns, 

wno be 111nees 1 consider a very r eal puolic miel ort .. ne. 

Wi t h wara personal regardo, I aa , 

->-

Moat r espectfully yours, 

e<.~$ 
C. L. CIIEJINAULT 
Major weneral, U. S.A. , 
Colllll&ndtng 
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HOOlQUAR'JDtS FOURTmmt .uR 1'1llle£ 
A. P. o. 6..71 , e/o Po~t.eao~r 

Kfi'W' lo:r£ Cit,-1 Ngw York 

ES'f'UI.n£ OP J.\PJ.Nl-:SE CJ.P!BILITIIS ON m& 
CRIIIA P'P.oKT 

26 1/q 191,4. 

a.. J.t tho )'EtJ.DI' !U\'f:R Bl'tm a.nd i n t.be e...rea of North China troa 
wbicb it.~ nti!IM'e! would be drew there are bellend t.o be' at. pr .. PTI\.1 

11 JepcllleU r1.1vJs1one 
1 part of ., dhidon 
4 ind~pendent. bTte~ec 
S brigades (1nolud1ni 1 e•valry} 

~· Ot\ 17th J..pl'il Japanne forcet •ttrfJ COif*!! \tcKi to II C!rOUln.u Of the 
Yellow River a.nd a..n att.e11pt to ub-e the Cb1nooe-held portl\lfl of t.he Pint· 
Han Raihay ro.d bed . By 8t.b l'a,:y theee f (lr cea b-.d 4rhon aout.h , oot.t.b­
ltehiDI,l jw:~ot.ion wl.th J~tpaneae forces oaring north fro= Sin¥ang, on th~t 
northern ed&e or th• Ytt.nat.•• River Bulge . lle:amrhlle , Jare.nes.e troop.& IIOYed 
west, flanking tbe Loyeni defen~o llne And eau~ln£ evacuation or Cbln~se 
Hto.dc,:\L$.'J"t..ra . In three • eelu tbe Japc~neoe J...,-rry h.td £aln~ contl't'l of' tile 
Pitlc-Ht-n Jtatlway bed , euent.iel awcileley tran1por t Unu , and the btpor­
tMt cit.i .. i n on aree. of 12 ,09S square .Uen • 

.2.• ChlMae autbor1U u bnve not. suppll~d thb Hea.dquartera a o.o•po:~it• 
picture or their own •t.r cocth, HOWeYet' • not leu th.an t.hirty- fO\Il' different 
di.vbione have been Hn1.1oned ln dJ.11p&Whe11 trOll t.he Bend.i aome of tbue 
fot"C!ea belA& o:ra.olc Chine~;e froot. line troope . In the ln.itlal steaes of the 
o.upo1p, t.bo Chinese f orces offerttcl .llubat.ultbl r•aUt.ance t o t he .ad•at~e1ng 
l apu.ese only at Stcohul . !verywhere dae Jap~mt'DO c"lu·cniJ ''l?Yod drtua11.7 
•t .. rn . t n th• d•r•n•• of th.e Honan plal.n it.aeu, t.h• Ctdnue hAve shO'In'l 
aUght. ev-tc\enee of' plan, or of o•pe.bility to ha.Dper Japanese IIIO'Vttlllonti. At. 
present , ~ever, ther& are 1nd1eat1ons th~t the Cbineee bMve been ftble ~ 
te.lce adv.ultage of Jspt.ntlle ove.r-extendlln in tMir drive • eat.•"l'd t..o-f'l.rd11 t..he 
Tu,ngban pan. Then ... dev•lotiMI'It auggeet.a. tbe po&G1bUU.y that tho Ch1.Mf'IO 
wUl be c.llpable ot holdin& the eneQOY in the ztOUnt:.Aina of Wea-tern tltmen. 

S· Two notable rector• a re pre•ent ln thie ~•ign which, a1nce th• 
Paot.rlc War, Chinn• ha•e not bed to take aeeoun-t of: 

(1) The po..rtlcipctt.ion ot" lapanna dl•l.ttlOIU drun fro011 J.la.nch\U"L-. 
(2) Th• extensive WJ.e of U&.ll AD.d -..di.\1:11 t..anktl U'!IIOl"ed vehicle•, 

and IDOt.orh.K a.rt.Ulery . 

A• Present character and depl01=6nt or Japkneae toooeo indicates two 
di:reotlont &n4 pu.rpo:a11t ot tmp41ndlng IIO'f'awnt. 

(1) Japs.nese tore:-.. •JtpeAt' l"e.ad)' and able to oro .. t.."a• Yellow Rhl!r 
south Md •••t or YUDc!teni · A Japar.oa. na.nklng drln f'ro'l the nnrt, et»-o 

b1ne4 •..t.t"'"' frontal aeoban1sod &.ttaek due ••-n alone th-e tun.:-HU Pailwr.7 
wlth Sian as th• obj ect!•• would scooapl18b two obJ~c~iYeS : 

-1-
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(a) PWaetratlce u4 po .. lble d.oralhatl011 ot CIW!a'• 
"'ten ud DOI"tMna dat•aea. ('l'hla ana ia the "Mac•" 'bet.lle• 
C iat Uld lllcw1•t.uc Clllbla.) 

(b) I'Helpitatlce ot polltleal erUla at Chmlcldac 8114 
\brou&hoat the whole 1-tat.uc J"el'IIMllt •~oture . 

(2) C011aolldatl011 ot detenee poeltl0111 a1011& the eaat aad weet 
ot t he PiDc-lleD Jtail1ooed bed aoooepaied b7 rapid preparation tar noceat­
NOtion ot the raU~ bariDc the tollowlq pouWe ooaeequ.t~o .. t 

(a) .looeleratlce ot all troop - ... nte and nppl7 aonae~~te 
north aa4 •oath tl'oa Malloburia ~ Jorth Cb1lla to t he Yan(tae RiTer and Tice 
T ll'8aJ 

(b) Relief or the rieka and the burden ot tranaport DOW' carried 
bT Yurt .. RiTw ehippinc. 

l.• The deelp lapllclt in 0\ll'J'IIIt Jepeneae operati011a 'bet.lleeD the 
Yellow u4 Yurt•• ll!Yere appeara to haTe loa& tel'll detenalTe and ottenaln 
purpose a. Olll,y incldente.ll7 do these operatl011a accoaplb h an;r pod the 
~ate a4nn..,e, (e.,., Bcean nut) . 

&• The detenaln aotin pro'bebl7ie denial both t o the Chineae .llr 
Force and to the Fourleenth .llr Force ot a4nnced ell' beaee in t he central 
northwest and cODYerdoa tl'011 tl'imdl7 t o hostUe and a11l'ted terri to1"7 that 
area onr which Alleriean VLR boabera ai&ht plan to nr. 

ll· The otfenain aotlne probebl7 are, first, denlopcaent ot a 
oontlnuoua and aeoure l ine ot tuppl.7 and ea.munieetlona to the Yanctze 
RiTer Bul&a where the •Jor IJ'OIIlld ourpai&D against 0\IJ'l"antlr important 
forward be.eee of the Fourle111th Ur FCII'Ce would be baaed 1 and 1 aeeond, 
coocurwnt denial or the e~~tlre F.at China coastal area to .Iliad torcea. 

2. WGIZJ RIYp BULQE. 

A• 'ftle baee tar a Japu••• Yurt•• ottenain cupai&n eouth qainat 
Fourleenth Ur Force forward baaee would be the whole ot the YAIIG'I'Z7 RIV!I'I 
BULGE. '!hia uee b bolmded b7 lalwl& em the ... t, Sln;r ... ce the north, 
Yoobow- Un!r1nc-I&Ach&JIC em the aoath, aa4 1I'Qha em the eut. Wltlda thb 
.,... then b bellwed to be the t ollowiJic lapueae UDit atrqtbt 

14 dirtai011a 
5 part• ot dirtalcea 
2 bripdea. 

k· Dllr1nc the put aix ... ka 1hlpplq aloae the Yurt•• Rinr baa 'Mill 
n1"7 h ... .,., --nt ot l&rc• bod1t1 ot troopa aoriDc ... t aloq the ehone 
ot the tuctse 111Ter bee hMII perliatlllt1 aa4 there han been ooatiJmoaa 
reparte ot aon.l&ti.q aUlt11"7 ataru lUll! n.ppliea. COIIdderable bldldinl 
ot raUft111, roada, lUll! in1tallatlooa 1a the area haa hem hem llldiceted 
in pbotoe lUll! lf'OUIId report• • 

J.• 'fbi• aotlrttr baa bMn t.akiJ1c place a1q the •in •rt•l"7 ot .Tepu-
eae oc ieatioaa. Orlmtatica baa bee Ddtber to the 1outh nar, d .. pih 
the P1JII-Bu drin tJ'oa 8~1 Dotioabl.7 to the Dartbo The Jlankow-Wil.abaac 



area bu bHo the MDter ot tbie ao0\lallati011 aDd the tooal poiJit ot troop ---te. 'ftlere baYe, Dll'l'artbala .. , llae dpitiout reporte ot aot1Yit7 
b the lba:ehaD-Ii.achaq area (whioh aiaht be related to &D7 drin oa Sian), 
1JI the Sbui area, 1JI the lln'uq-81dhabGif area, aDd 1JI the t ochow-teaeiD­
'fa,-.h area. ID th11 latter reaie~~ the mat aDd oharaoter ot aoti,.it)' baa 
aot bee 4illia1.lar to thol& pralaiDari&l preoediDa the Chlqteh oupa1p 
duriJI& ICI'I'ellbar-Daonbar, 1943 . 

1· lapueee sroUIId t orcee .....u..ble tor operatioaa 1JI the tan,tae R1nr 
Mae area probahl7 are twice •• lara• ae tboee npl.Ofed 1D the Chazlateh ou­
peip cluriq lll'rnbar-Deo&llber, 1943. !lt'eD baton ra1lwq reoooetruct!.oo 11 
oOIIp]Ated, opeoloa ot the Piq-Bu llallroed lied eoahlee the lapueee to 
tl'tlleter to the Iuat•• troot aotoriaed aDd aeohallbed equipi8Dt which the7 
haY& eaplOJacl with cooep1ououa ettecti,.eoeae co the Yellow Ri ,.er trent • 

.!• Chiaeee t orcee 1D the 11Dth War Are& are not equipped to reailt 
aob1le a1'IIOUl' ud artiller,. 'ftle ltmlaD terrain, 011 the other h&Dd, 11 oot 
well adapted to the beet ue ot t&Dke ud aobUe art1ller,, 

). ID1QJ It'9W !tiJf!. 

A• ID the Sbenct>•i-limrba (JiaDachaw)-lenkioa triiJllle lapueee streoath 
hie iJioreased. The w1 thdrawal ot the 22Dd D 1 Yia101l traa Chek1ana hie beeo 
reoeotl7 reported, &owner, other 'Wli te hln coae 1D. The tollaw1D1 UJii ta 
hln ben ldeotitied 1 

lJth AniT 
4 41rle1011s 
2 bripdee 

~· It 1a reported that the lepuese now operate the Hanohow-ICiJiwhl llt11-
wq. This rs1lwq 1e reaular 1U41e u tar as CIJDk1; oarrow aua1e 1 further south. 

4 . !I!I!GIQIG.. CAitO!. 

A• lo che.Dae 1D lapueae etrenath his beeo reported 1D the Canton-HonpPftl 
area. The latest eatiaate 1Dd1cated 801118 40,000 troop•. 

~. Thoueh 1t 11 1Dil1kel7 thlt lapause atr&Ditb 1D thie area exoeedl! two 
41Yili011a ot Hauler troope, lapueee aroun4 capabilities 1D cetral lwanatUJII 
auat be aseeaeed 1D teru ot poedhle &11PlOJMDt or lepuese l&rriaOIII in 
eouthern lwao,tuq - 011 the Liuohow Pea.iuula. lapaneee etreqtb 011 the 
peoineula 11, at preeeot, lees than a d1Yidce, but the atrate&ic locat1011 ot 
the Liuohow P&Dineula aakee poeaible reintoroeaent troa liejMn with ainillua 
expnditure or ten-4&7• ot lh1ppiq. 

A• 011 the Salwec troot Chin••• torcee oroaeed the r1nr co 11th Mq. 
Chin••• tore•• ._ted tot 

4 d1rte1cu 
4 F&rt• of d1Yia1oae. 

_,_ 



l• 3apueH r- 4etn1Sac tM ana (depieted liT wi\lldruUa ot aib 
ot tM ~6th D1...Uta to tM Jlocnnc 'allq), were prob&bl7 Dot 80N tNal 

4 bat~icaa. 

J.• Chiuee toroee ban 41aplqe4 aluuiah ott ... in poorere. 

6. tp CAPtVLitip. 

l• In tha preence of tba recnt accnmulat10D of troop~ u4 nppliee 
ce tiM O.tral Cbha trcata, t1wre baa baeD a aurpridDc deol1.ne 1D 3apaaeee 
a1Jocn.1't Yidble 1D photo ocwer. 

l• 1aept 1D t.be Tft'T abort tan thb decllDe 18 1u1p1t1out. on.. 
3apaDeee llr Poroe h, 'lit obaraotar aDd orlaftlaatice, ext.rnel;r 80bUe. 
n1cbta or ar,er \Illite -e treel;r aDd f'NqutDtl;r rlthi.D the wbol e Qatral 
aDd lorth Cb1aa -· t1aoliq ..tairable drdroM taoWti11 wbere.er t1w;r a7 
lie ordered to eta,• or lie baeed. lblle the ..U. IIO'reMDt 'IIDdoubtedl;r 11 
eoutb aDd eoutbw11t, J'apaae .. aircraft ce Pol'W)a&D airtielde cu aDd do 
quickl;r tDter tbe Cb1Da Theatre. Photo e<>ftr us ebon ~ 500 ai rcraft OD 
the .. fields. 

~· In coaaideriac 3apaaeee capabilities it 1a renal1.nc to note the 
•capaoitJ4 which t he J'apaaese baY• deTeloped tor baDdliftc aajor air operatiooe . 
n ... are 1D41cated below• 

(1) ID the Yellow Rinr araa 1Dclwi1Dg lunchenc-Tai;ruan-Beuchow­
Cbqohowa 

To~ known a1rt1elda - 31. 
To~ tiret clue airdroMe - 7. 
luaber ot r"et...te at ar,est airdrome (Yunohenc) - 6o. 

(2) In tha Y..,tae RiTer Bul.c• weat ot 11ubua 

T~ known airfielde - )8. 
Total first olaae ..s.rcsr-e - 9· 
Iuber ~ rent.MDh at ar, .. t drdroM (II&Dkow) - 2.49. 

(3) In tba Lower lulct•• area 1Dolud1D& 'lulra-llanldDc..Shancbe1-
nnba (Bupbow) 1 

To~ known airtielde - 26. 
Total tirat clue ..s.rcsr-a - 6. 
lraber of re.et.MDte at larcest airdrc.e (Shancui area) - 1~4· 

(4l ID the aa.p-.-eut .. area 1 

'l'otal llllowa airtialde - 14. 
Total tirat alaaa airdroMe - ~. 
luhr of""'-" at l.arle•t aL&c.e (Tin lo) - 84. 



. . 

l . ~· 
The enei!Q' CAD pr obably talco aey linea of collii!Wlic~>tion or o.reas 

in Central and East China ho desires and is willing t o c oncentrat e sufficient 
stre ngth, 

An enemy drive frol!l Tungting Lake Aren to the south, c onnecting 
wi th Jap hel d terri tory i n Canton or Liuchow Peninsula would effectively ·re­
d uce Allied Air capabilities and prevent 

.!!.• Sea Sweeps, 
~· Misaiono vs Formosa , 
.2.• Support of amphibious landing on China coast . 
S• Greatly reduce photo recon work, 
!.• Render JDUOb l!IOre difficult aey l ong range air attack on Japan 

proper . 
!· Reduce our air action over Yangtze River and allow t he e naJIIY 

to use this illlportant line of supply to Central China. 

2. Frien11Y Situationo 

Chinese groun1 troop,s, with exception of IX War Area i n Hunan , are 
not considered capable of effective r esistance, should Japan ut ilize the ap­
par ent power s he i s accumulating, 

3, Plans open to Ena!!!?'l 

!.• Continue Honan Campaign to vleet . 
~. Push south frol!l Yochow to Canton. 

Plan"!,V would result in political repercuss i ons adver se t o All ied 
cont inued operations . 

Plan ·~. 11 would successfully cut off 14th A. F. advance bases ae 
well aa produce political repercussions. 

4 . Enei!!J' Air Capabili tiel! 1 

.!.• llitb reduced c olllllitment to defend Pacific Areas, tba Japanese 
can concentrate their entire Air Force if neoesaary in China and Japan, thus 
far exceeding aey exhibition of power thus far demonstrated in a t tacking 14th 
A. F. bases, 

Their air dromes ara so looated that extreJM l!IObili ty of act­
ion ia possible and thoy have boret&rore exhibited capacity to utilize this 
mobility, 

5. Oyr aotionr 

The area oouth of Yangbe River must be held at all costa as the 
ultilllate defeat of Jape.D will lar~tely depeud upon tho use of aeaporta and 
air baaea in &astern China . 



. . .. 
All ·poasible .l1r Sllpport -t be an.Uabla to ChiDeM Grolllld 

Forou. 

A11l atrencth -t be an.Uabl• to etfaot full a\Vition upon 
eMIIT ~PPl!f b&HI aDd 111111 ot oo-un1oot10111. 

Sea 111r1epe -t be ooatim»d aDd uae ot Ch1Da porta denied the 
e118111r. 

RiYer -~ IIU8t be ooadUDted 10 aa to retuae 811ppU18 to Cen­
tral ChiDa ·~ b&HI • . 
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'l'lle Pr .. lden t 1 
Tile 'lbi te Bouae 1 
WASBIIGTON, D. C 

27 June, 1944 • 
rr&nil ln D. ROOIIYilt LibrarJ 

DECLASSifiED 
DOD DIU. ~aoo.e <•1•7111> 

O..r llr. President• 

Oate- 1•1..'• .,. 

811M'- ,.,., -

Si.Dae launchiD& their cupal.gn south of the 
Yuetase Rinr on lla7 26-Zl, the .Jap&Deee han aapti&Nd t he t.­
portant a1t7 or Chan&:aha &Dd are no• attackin& Rengyane. The 
latter cit7 i s the junction or the nortb-vouth ra1lwa,. from 
Cantoo to ll&nkoor and the aoutb-'leat railwa,J to KweUin, Liuchoor 
and Tushan. Jap&JMae adnnoe colUJII'Is haYe bT-paaaed Renoe.ng 
md are enteriQ& the Y&lle7 which leada to Kweilin and Liucbow . 
The capture of ll:weUin will ea.plete the conqueat of East Chinn -
for all pract ical purposes - and will d807 our air units the use 
of baaes eaet of Yunnan and Sr.eebofan province a . Undt!T tt.. eir­
cumst!llloes , I feel that I ahould render 7ou another short repor t. 

Firs t, I wish to ea7 for record t hat I consider 
the loss of East China has been totall.T unnecessaey. Despite 
"'f repeated warntDas to the authori tie a here 1 we wer e denied sup­
plies with which to defend East China until the Japanese offensive 
was e1read7 wall started and tbe defense had bec0111 iaposaible It 
we had been enabled to operate 1DtenaiYel7 agains t en~ bases and 
linea of eolll!IIUllieation from the aoraent when I first discerned the 
danger 1 East China would noor be oafe - for the J apanese are ae 
unable to f!cht without euppliea aa we are • Aa •ttel'a stand, 
we ba'ri traded the entire atrateciaall7 1mportant area of Chire for 
a aec-tt of Jorth Blmla. It aeeae to ae a poor bargain. 

Sec cod 1 &Dd aore i~~portant 1 I wish to review for 
rou the. a1 tue.tton which will confront 111 wbeD East Chi.Da 1a e:one. 

The chief at1tta1'7 effect of the loss or East 
China will be to depriYe ue or our fo"'ard air beees. This will 
prBYent ue froa launching a reall7 ettectiYB ant1-shipp1D& cupign, 
u d .Ue it bpoaeible far ue to carey out our uelf-lta of neu­
traliaiD& r-oaa and covertDa a Jayal land!Qjt nex1. spring. 

Tbe political ettecte oannot be exaotl7 predicted, 
but thq will certainl7 be pn, and maJ be diautrous. The Generalia­
etao•s prea\ice has alread7 deali.Ded YBI')' aerio.u!T, owi!li to the in­
nation, the popular reseot.at acai.Dst certain •abera of his en:: 
\oul'&ge, &Dd the r ecent aUt tel')' renraea. The .orale of the .&rate a 
Uld people u alrea~ i.apalred. In abort, the Clllqlr:ID& r egiae has 
beeo weakened &Dd will 1.D8Ylteb17 be ahaken to ita foundation bT the 
great new shock DOll 1D atore. 

-·i--
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'111tb ••t CbiJia 111 ell-., lall4a, Free China will be 

re4uce4 to a hiDterlaftd, eeparate4 from the coastal prcY1Dcu bJ 
ditt1cult 80UDtaiJI ran1•s. ~en it tbe new suppl:' route through 
Burw. 1a eveotua.lll opene4, tba loasaa of the Chines e Antiee aod tho 
illlpdntent ot the national !lorale will abaolutely forbid an offensive 
on an,y orthodox pattern. Assumino>, however, that the political si­
tuation permits us to UBe our r-ini.ng airfields, there ill one tn>e 
of llilita17 effort which will still be op«> to us . The Fourteantb 
Air Force m8¥ be intensi vel:' eaployed to dittupt Japanese communica­
tione, den,ying the eneiiiY tbe use or hie newly won raU systems and 
striking at shipping both on the Chinese inland waterways and in the 
ports aDd coastal waters ptill within our range. At the same t1111e 1 

we ay assist the Chinese to oraanlse guerrilla warfare aore aggres­
sively, greater in scale, better planned and better supplied than 
an,y they have yet attempte4. In view of the immensely extended 
position of the Japanese, I believe we can do t hem enormous damage 
and perhaps even roll them back and reoccupy some forwar4 airfields 
in time to give aid to the Bavy. 

To make such an errort possible, however, our forces 
in China will need leadership of most unusual quality, combining the 
utmost political astuteness with the ~ of military imaginstion 
and readiness to experiment and improvlze . Political astuteness is 
essential, since the pro1ressive de~ralization of people and govern­
ment must be halted by political means, and the Generalissimo will 
n"ed American encouragement a!J! support to take the requis ite steps. 
It is also beeded because succes s of the ffort will depend. on close 
coordination of Chinese and Allleriean activities, which can hardly be 
obtained in an atmosphere of mutual suspicion and contempt. I need 
not explain the need for military imagination, Frankly, I f ear that 
unless American leadership of this quality i s promptly provided, the 
process of demoralizat ion will caotinue until the Chungking regime 
hes been rendered impotent or has actually disintegrated . 

If this report 1o far from encouraging, the setback 
here is at any rete JDore than counter-balanced by the magnificent 
pro1rese being -.de elsewhere. Forgive me tor troublini you, when 
you IIU8t have so 1IIUI,Y other pressing duties . I should not do so i f 
the tiM of final crisis here did not seem to be approaching. 

'IIi th wan personal regards 1 I 1111 1 

Jnaalin D. RoonHU LlbNl'J 

DECLASSIFIED 
DOD Dill ~2oo.e (9/a?fOI ) 

Data- 'I• \. f - ,. 
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Jlost reapecttuU;y yours , 

'et.a~,LU: 
C. L. CH~=r----,..~-~ 
llii.Jor General, USA 
COIIIIIIUlding . 



liD reply 
refer to: 

~ear ~racey , 

HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH AIR FO!;.CE 
A . P. 0 . 62.?, C / 0 PO.TMA STER 

N EW YORK CITY, NEW YOJitK 

2 1 June , 1~44 

The worst tnat the Genera l r eared a nd roreaaw has nov: , 
unha pp11y , oeen permittee t o occur. The uene ral r eels he s houLd 
make another repor• tv the Presi dent , wh1ch 1 therefure encl o£e . 
He 1s prett y wel l past cer1ng wha• happens , out I ho pe t hat you 
can aga in arr e ns e t o ha ve t his report, 11:e 1t.s , r edecessors, 
treated as oel.ng ror -c;ne Pres1dent •s eyes alone. For I J "dge it 
wlll int·url.ate witnout educanng t ne r a the r 1neaucau1e War Depan ­
ment , a nd wai l every word th e Genera l says i s t r ue , •he purp~s e or 
t he Letter i s me r el y -c;o ori ng tne Pr esident .. ~rsonally up 100 date , 
e nd not to oecu,ne t he suoj cc• or Oliic1a1 a ct1on. Tha t mus• ue t a ­
~en t hrough ~rdJ.nary cna .~el s . 

1 know , and tne Ge uer el also Knor. s , t nal< t ue Pres i oen1. 
has do ne nis oest. l. ll t.u1s e ree. a,;a1ust pr e tty hea•y odds . Lt. 1s 
only too oao t.ha t he does no t pvssess the aosvlute puwer wnich hl s 
e nem1es creaiL n1m Wltn, ror ~oen I ~n1n~ ~e shOUlQ ha Ye A& a vu1tteo 
the presen• dl saa•e r. And the •, unlUCKl.ly, l.B not t oo s 1.r ong a word , 

I ha ve oeen much cnee red oy r eports that. tne Pres1aen t 
is enti r ely we l l ega1n. 1 hope t Pa t you a 1s v a re 1n your us ua l or1s K 
a nd charming health. vi ve hlul <AY regards l. l' y uu ha ve tl."e , ana ~ell 

LllW we l OOK tV Qlm 'tO Keep the u. S. OU't ol' tne na <.dS VI the SOns 01 
Blt.cnes unit ed Chowder a na Marchl. ng ~uc1 et.y wn1cn t.ne HepuollCan 
Pa•·t.y a ppears t.o na-.e becvwe. I knuw ne wlll do s u , and 1 Know ne 
w1! l alsu somenow save us xrow ~ne 1d1vcy 01 the ~~ngress1onal uo-
s true uonis ta. 

~I 
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Dear t race, 1 J 

One wor d 1n the utmost aete , !or the pl ane leaves 
illlllledlately. 

I h&Te had a !ong etru&~l e ~0 pereuade . enera1 cuennaulL 
to write ~o the •residen t at &11, !or he is t erriol y d l BCuurageo 
oy the 111 tua~1on, and oe.s !el t ~ha~ t he rresi<len • wo u1d l!lerely 
r e1er nis let er ~o the ~ar J epar t aent , wh1ch wou1o cause a com­
a otlon wi thout doing &ood. 1! t he letter 1s r eierred t o tne Wa r 
,.e par tment, I a111 sadly su.re hle pred1ction will prove correct. 

But~ I haTe argued wlth hlm on the uther nand tha t: 

a . He consid ers the secur.1 "ty of Cn1na ae 1m7llnent1y 
threatened oy tn" Japanese 01fens1 ve nere. iie is t he oest fo r ail!n 
JUdf e of t ne 1111 11 ~ary S1"tu• u . n 1u Ch1na, W.1"tn e xper1ence no one eae 
ca.o mateo. Al l toe ev1uence seems t o conium nis Judgmeut . 

o. Tne Preside rn; nrs asked 0111 to report d1rect from 
t •me tv t1ae. 1t is almos t sure t ha• the •resldent 18 not re­
celTing adequa te warn1ng of t he seri ousness or tne Sltuat.ton here. 

c . Therefore , I ha ve said , 1t i s tne venera! ·s duty 
to r~ or t. the a&n f.er personally t o the ·resi dent, so ~nat the .t:'r esl­
dent may maKe inquiries, request inde!oendent cnecke ol o!'l'iciel 
estlmat.es , etc ., if he so desires. 

will you expla1n tn1e oackground or the lza&iax le~ter to 
the ~resident? As ro r ~yte!I , l do not see how tne th1ng can oe 
l icked, for there are so m~•Y r ather r1gid minds out nere ~hat oo­
t.&lnlng prompt action to meet an eraergency, part10U1arly an emer gency 
wnio. is not generally underst od , 1e all out impose lole. 1 a• 
pol i shing my hiking ooots to go to Lhaea, t or 0¥ Ood D•le threa t here 
is no j oke . 
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politio~l .diooontent i u already evident in tho area of tree Chi na oontrol­

l od by Chungking , \\'hat i s oven core important, Chungking'& lose ot strength 

constitutes an equivalont gain tor t ho regiloe at YonM, Yonan wlll not only 

benefit by tho cbongo in tho balance or po• or w1 thin CbiD!l I but alto by tho 

penetration of East Chins by tho Cocmunist euorrillao based around Mankow, 

Shtu1gha.i and Canton, 

I can im&ei ne 110 core dioquiot1ng o1tw. t1on1 Wiles• it is 

your policy t o withdraw American oupport from Chungkine and leave a.n open 

f ield to Yonan , At tho worst, tho Ruooi ena ~Y chooao t o support Yonan, 

involYing us in a contaat in which, u tho oupportora of Chungking, - a shall 

find oureelvoo at a dooi<!ed disadvantage . Evon if wo retw.e to ~cco=e in­

volved in such a contost, thsro i s obviouscy- grave dn'nger o1· civil war in 

Cbina , Furthormora, 1f thor o is civil r.ar in China, t ho Yonan r ogiJDo hao 

an excellent chance of ecersill£ victorious, "ith or without Russian aid . 

In cy opinion, it i s too much to expect tho Russians to reoi&t tho tempta­

t ion t o a i d Yonan in ouch a conjunction. I kno• that at Yoru.n, And I sus­

pect that at ~scow, ties between tho two aro now doniod ; but I cannot al­

together f oraot tho •uacestivo fact that thG Yonan leaders took t ho rigid 

Co=iat Party lino at t he till:o of tho Rueoo-German poet , I need not 

point out tho extent to which the ootabli ahmont of a gover~~·nt in Chinn, 

closely teed to Moscow, would upset the balance of po~er in tho Pacific , 

or what this mcht "ean to us in tho future . 

There i s only onaway out now, ns I aeo i t . That ie for ua 

to sponsor thorough political reconstruction at Chungking, follonod by true 

unification bet'ooen Chungldng and Yonan . only in that way can we in.,~ 

a strong, united and above all, i ndependent Chi na, such as our inter ests in 

tho Pacific require , I w0uld r.arn you most solecnl.y 1 ho.,ovcr 1 t hat attai n­

ing this objective will be U..onsely difficult. It will havo to be given 

absolute priority over all other objectives, oitbor militarT or political . 

It will have to be dono throuah tho Chinese thomsolvoa , I t can~ be 

dono by tho poreua.sion and pree&uro of Amer ican roprooontativos whom the 

Chineao loaders rospoot and trust, and it £!!!!!!!!1 bo dono by any attacpt to 

roduco tho Chinoao t o a condition of mllitary or political tutelage . All 

our energy must so into tho main effort, to obtain reconst ruction at Chung­

king and unification botwoon Chungking and Yonan . ~e cannot roach theae 

goals by aey roun<labout road , 

I venture to express my tboughto to you wit h t ho utmost 

franknou , s ince tho loss of !Aot Chino moe.ns ~t I no longer have aeytbing 

to lose or gain, and ~couoe I u at least able to f ono a jud~ent on the 

baais of lone and close acquaintonce with tho Generalissimo and his aubor­

dinotee. You will toke thia, I am aura, as a purely personal lottor 1 WTit­

ten aololy because you onco aaid you would Po ploaaad t o hoor ~ viowa on 

vital Chinese preble~. 

With war:ost recorda and all my good ~iahos £or cuoeasa at 

ho::o &nd abroad 1 I am, 

Very 
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HPDQUA1nllft8 P'OUftTUNTH A l ft P'OftCil 

A . po, 0. •a7, C/0 ltO . T MA.TCIIt 

fCW YORK C.t'fY • HaW YOittiC h­...... 
Dell.r uracoy: 

Enciureo 1 1 ano t nur lct~Lr trom tne uenera1 , vcr~ 

ehor~, out tur~u nr tety necessary t o true up, $0 to rpea K, 
a lter nis prov1ous very pesfim1e~1c repor~ . AVOn ne evu!o 
not oe11eve our tel to•a woutd do euch a JOO on ~ne ha t r 

~noe str1ns tney nad to work on. It is, 1ndeeo, ~aoa~ a1-
raeulouo , ,. nd 1 only hop.- tne ..al racte is olg euoue;n to end 

~n e dan6•r in Eas~ Ch1na , 

1 hPve no n owe worth ~UDDlOnl.no . ~o o writue Je 

thal. nls eare a r e s ti ll oa.o , aud t.~t. ne mf!,., tttt • e .& to leave 

the Ar~r - 1 only nope t~ t. he dues n t oecuJe tnvJtvea in otner 

pursu1. ts , eo t.nal. ne and l mo,y ao1e da.;; oe t.0 0e Lner cg.tln , co­

vorinb anu tncr Hvoeev~it ad~1ntR~re~1on . ~ and des t re , tnese 
days , 1s t u ro.t.L up wy e1eeves J o1t oown t.IJ '- type7.'rlt.Or , und 

a y wn!•t .t th1nK ur a""'e peop.te or.ck nume 1 " r ~he . ideo~ ,.os­
a1o.Le puo11Cat.1on. And I wan1. t.u oo 11.. w1 \.h HOD 11 l cnn , 

nut. on.L,i' oe ce.uec he UJ \.ne ueat. pa r tner auyune e -.er l'l&d , out 

atao oecauee ne •111 koep me out 01 Ja i l • 

.tnke guod. cu r e or yuu reelt. UJ.ve ••Y waruee1. re­

gard e , and vor; oest WlBhoe t.o t.ne presldeut . He 1s ~o~ut' un.1y 

nope. 

~, 
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IAr<fiJ ...... 
Tno Pre81c!en~ , 

The h~~e Houce , 
laGhlng~un, D. C. 

llonr llr . Preaideu~: 

A , 1111,0. •a7, C /0 llOanii!AST I " 

N&W 'I'OIUC il:tTT. N&W YORK 

14 Ju!y , h H 

MY l ee ~ repor~ •as so ~ Btl»l r~lc ~n~~ I teel 

ooJ.i be.d tv Pend you a not.ne r . I n a 1.x weeke u1 tlg:t.t..Ln.; , l'!'l t.n 1eoa 

t n~n !'V n1rcraJ t a nd 1 11 deq u. t e s upplies , my .neu in !mat China 
nave de~nvyect a good ptln u1' the t ranspvr t and c n pp! ea the s up­

liLY ul c t gn~ Jap&neee d1 • istuna (.nd t wu origaaes , 1 C1denta1 1.)' 
k11J.1nci or dieaoJ.1n~ ao r c 1..fl(l.ll J.), VW Japaueae t.rOD!)S . tt 1th t.no1r 

aup,ly crip! ! ed, t he a~ ac~1nb J ppene£e n• • • ! uat ao~en~um a~ Heng­
yang. uenera1 tteuen 'CO ha s ra111ec1 nis. r ;:a1ea , or0 an1z.ed a eeter­

auned de t unae v r Hengyang , nn d ra J. len u po n tne tl a.11KR ot t.ne e ner.•y . 

The JapLnaae t l me- t ao!o n~ a tnuo ocen eoriuuniY upset, and uw•n~ 
t o the tcnie veAcnt ol my meo 1n Lne ~st , w 1en 1 can only cteacr1oe 

ae a near-•1rac1e , ~• have a dcfint t.e chance to ~awe ~a~ Ch1na . 

~he danber 1~ Stl l l very gr ef t , nowever . ~n the 

H.ngyang n.r ea , 'the J apnn(lse nave eutl"er ed unty a r ever oe , ano "~" 
~he r ea! eel' oat " " m1gh~ have 1nr acted upon ~he. wnn gret>•er 
=ean• a~ uur dtsposcl . <ne Gener alissi mo haa JUS• orc crca a 
srePt.Jy 1ntenslf1.ed eount.cr-et.t.ec~c. Oy his t: r ..,l.e s, 1..u ue-'1" tumor­

ro~ . ahia aay per ha_ e t.urn tno rover £e lntu a det eat , out at. t he 
very ~aman t ~nen our a1 r support 01 the Ch1neee snou1a at so oe 1n­

t ensl t 1cd, our v~n road BUJP1Y 11ne eastwards h s oro hc n d~wn . ~ 

httve oeeu 1'.l. caol.nb ror r.a..,r e t nt'n a yea r to ha vo t.hlc rupply 11no 

a~reng~hened in order tu guard ab inn~; JUS~ aucn an a•ergency ~ a 

tne presen t one, out. the neceE&ary . easuree wer o f1rat. eo lon. 
ctelayea , und t.nen t&~r.en au hatt'-near"eaty , t. l t.o:t oe ahav&\. trult­

l ess. Thl.l.e the. ou\.CU~ole 10 t.h e neng;,r&n6 nrca 16 st1 11 uncer t.t: in . 

~~~ tne samo ~1me , •no 11ve J ap. nceo d• VlRl <>no 1n ~no Ca nt un a r ea 
are nuw a ! eo on tho ~o ve , requ1r1n~ me t o d1v1de t no ni r e11or ~ 

in ~he ~e~ . l t roo1d oe a d1.ehear~en1ng ou~ ,oox , 11 ao ~ucn 
•ore had n ~ t &lready oeen acco~_llaneo Lnnn cou14 ue reasunco1y 

expec~ec. 

Al~nou~h t nc Ja~nese nave nut ye~ oe• n decla-
1ve Jy dete~~od , I conatder t ha • the accomp11on •ent tO dt t e 1n 
tne Heng,ya no~ t1,;;hnn~ a t't orde clear J,Tool or my U1 eor1aa ~ ~ ~he 

Chln~ war. A r~rce ut 1'u a1rcr aft can crlp. i e tne auppiy a nd 

-1 -
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hal~ ~ne proa;reee of n1ne eneJ>y dtvlslont , tnctden~ul, 1 11! 1C­l.in0 l.ne st.un1su1n~ t.ot.at ot t.>ve r t.en p r cent ., r t..ct uw caau­
f.l tl"B un ~ne cne.Jy , ueoaut., 01 ~ho c x10r e.ao vu! neraDlht.y J l ~"" J a!l"ncnc s u ply 11nee l un ruu t.ue ui' ~<cv· nco. If ·:o.et Chinn 1a 
~ vod , I nupc th1a l•a,on r ill oc l~arnLd ano ~., 1toc 1n ~no 

1ann 1n' ut \JU I t u. t.u r~ etl\Jrt. 10 tnis t b ealt' r . Pur t.he Oll ler­
enco o t cen t.nc Japu.nt'Fe cp arne&a at. Hc n~.,.. anc; , ant. t.ne1 r br eat , 
per nanem .. spcarh t a o in th t Yan tt t.8' ' "F lli',V , 18 a tolJ Jc.;r~ncu v t 
sc£.le o 1y. "-nei Y hcn ev~,;r • e t r Ei' b l Vtn t. n &t.uft t.u du 1..0t. JUu , 
1 a .. c~o~llllo.enl. we can or1.ve tne eue .y trv ~o.ne U!.ng~& e V~i.J.ley as we C~JU1G e treac.y n&ve cri.W"eu t.n c.a t ru , Kene.:~ na . 1c.n a .1"1..J.e 1.,ure t'uOJ. and. a ter. .,ur u u.l rcro11. . 

wos~ 1en. c~ J u&&J ours , 

_,_ 

Ut- JVT OerJer u.l , u . S . A. 1 

Cum uOIIOlOt) 
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