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MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL WATSOM:
Subject:s GStatus of certain critical arme and materiel.

l. Following are a few of the critical items of modern weapons
end equipment which require a long periocd to produce end are essen-
tial to our ground Army on mobilizationm.
Additional require-

ment to make effective

On hand at end the Protective Mobili-
Item F.X. 1939 gation Plan.
Semi-automatic shoulder rifles 12,540 214,494
#75 mm, guns, M2 (modernized) 141 1,375
155 mm. howitzers (modified for
high speed) ; 415 510
37 mm. Anti-tank gun 228 652
37 mam. AA gun 115 988
3 in. mobile AA gun (Incl.Seacoast
Defense) 484 192
60 in. AA searchlights - not fixed '
(Incl.Seacoast Defense) 377 9L
60 mm. mortars 1 3,750
81 mm. mortars 129 T2
105 mm, howitzers (new carriage) 0 55
Medium tanks (Incl.18 older model) 36 208
Light tanks 319 792
Gas Masks 304,464 1,101,813
Air Bombe (all types) 78,888 268,735

# There are 4,737 - 75 mm. guns on hand of which 141 are modernized
and 1966 have been modified for high speed towage.
3406 are capsble of being converted to the M2 gumn, modernized.

2. Thie list does not include other critical items of which
emmmition 18 of very high priority.

3, AMAdreraft is not listed becaum of the President's projected
program,

4s It is important to note that not only do most of these items
require in excess of one year to produce, but if placed in War Heserve,

they will suffer practically no deterloratiom a period of 25 years.
st
f of Staff, .
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SECRET

ALL COMMUNICATIONS BHOULD BE AHIED Y COFY AND ADDRERSED TO

WAR DEFARTMENT

QOFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDMANCE
WARBHINGTON

November 20, 1938

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL WATSON:

In compliance with your request, I am furnishing
you herewith additional information on the items enumerated
in the memorandum to you from the Chief of Staff, dated

November 19, 1938.
The items discussed are among the most critiecal

in the three hmdred million dollar program to supply the
daeficienciee in Ordnance esguipment for the Protective

Mobllization Plan.
(.

Cy M. 'IEESBOH
Major General, Chief of Ordnance

Incloguras
Statement and Photographa

Fronklin D. Rocsevelt Library

DECLASEIFIED
DOD DIR. 6200.8 (9,/27/68)

Date- 2/ -5 7
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Semjautomatic Shoulder Rifle

Thie rifle is at least three times as effective as
the present arm., A raw recruit can be trained to deliver
effective fire in thirty percent less time than with the
present rifles., A soldier can deliver two and ocne-half times
ag many aimed shots in a given time than he can with the
present arm. This new rifle is two and one-half times as
effective againat low-flying aircraft as the present rifle.
It will take two years, starting from seratch, to produce
the requirements. (See Photo A)

75 mm Field Gun M2 (Modernized)

This gun and carriage combine the French 75 gun of
war production with a modern carriage having eplit trail,
balloon tires, with L5-degree elevation and B5-degree traverse,
and includes modern sighting equipment. These characterlstics
enable effective fire to be delivered at longer ranges, and
permit the guns of various batteries to concentrate their fire
on a eingle target. The wider traverse greatly increases the
effectivenesa of these guns against tanks. Eighteen months
will be required to complete the program. (See Photos B and
c)

155 mm Howitzers (Modified for High Speed)

This is a war-time weapon designed to operate at four
to eix miles per hour, besing towed by a heavy tractor. The
high-speed modification 1s escential to employ the weapon in
accordance with modern tactlical doctrines. The modificatlion
conslsts of applying an adapter with balloon tires, permitting
speeds of 35 miles per hour when drawn by commercial trucks.
It will require 8 monthe to complete this modificatiom.

27 mm Antl-tank Gun

The experience of every nation indicates the necessity
for a high-powered weapon of aprroximately this caliber for
defense against tanks. This gun has just been developed and
an adequate supply should be secured without delay. The prin-
cipal powers are now equipped with a gun of this type. It will
take one year to produce the required number. (See Fhoto D)

o -:ﬁw'“ s _



27 mm Antiaircraft Gun

All of the other principal military powers are
equipped with an antiaircraft gun of approximately this
ecaliber, for use againat low-flying aircraft, This country
is not so equipped. The gun has just been developed.
Manufacture under the fiscal year 1939 program has just been
insugurated. One year is required to produce this materiel.
(See Photo E)

J=inch Mobile Antiaircraft Gun

This materiel is the backbone of antiaircraft
defense. While the guns here provided will equip the Regular
Army and the National Guard, it must be emphasized that pro-
vision is not belng made for antiamireraft defense of seacoast
cities. A tremendous requirement will inevitably develop for
this type of defense. FEighteen months will be required to
produce this materiel. (See Photos F and G)

£0-inch Antisjroraft Searchlights

These searchlights are essential for antiaircraft
firing at night, and, if the artillery is provided, these
pearchlights must likewise be provided.

60 mm and €l mm Mortars

The war-time trench mortar was not only inaccurate
but was dangerous to operating personnel. These two modern
mortars, which correct both these faults, have just been
adopted by the Army, and are essential for the close support
of troope in action. Eighteen months will be required to
prudnuo}thil materiel together with its ammunition. (See
Fhoto H

105 mm Howitger New Carraige

Up to this time the Army has had no weapon of this
type. The old war-time 155 mm Howitzer 1s not only heavy
and unwieldy, but lacks proper flexibility in elevation and
traverse. This modern weapon will correct these limiting
faults. months will be required to produce this
materiel. See Photos I and J)




spead
Tank 33 miles an hour. Both of these tanks have more
armament, greater protection, greatly inecreased mobility
over rough terrain, greater cruising radius, greater crew
gpace, and provide a more suitable firing platform than the
corresponding war-time tanks. The modern tank compares to
the war-time tank as a modern truck would to a farm "
It will require 18 monthe to produce this materiel. See
Photos K and L)

Gee Masks

There is & marked shortage in gas magks to supply
the Protective Mobilization Flan, and no provision has been
made for supplylng gaes maskes to the civilian population in
this country. It is believed that the requirements for gase
masks will be tremendous in quantity, and certainly the
number required to supply the PMP should be supplied as
early as practicable. This materiel can be supplied in
approximately 8 to 10 months., This is not an Ordnance item
of issue and expressions here are simply those of my belief.

Alr Bombs, All Typeg

The PMP provides for certain aircraft. Having
provided for such aireraft, the provision of the necessary
bombe follows as & matter of course. The bombs required can

be provided within two years.
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WeieHT WitH Suine & Davoner Les. 10 - & Ozs.
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OveraLL LENGTH of RIFLE Ins. 4.2.906
Type ofF MECHANISM Gas OPERATED
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Capacity of CLip RouNos &
Sient Raows (HartLe) Ins. 27.48
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ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL

B14-41939 Lec. 7, 1937
1050 . Howitzer Carriaga,
T4; Hear View 609 Zlev
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TANK, LIGHT, M2A2 o5
DESIGNED 1934

WEIGHT......19,400 LBS.GR. ENGINE...CONTINENTAL,7CYL.RAD.260 H.P
LENGTH....I3FT. 7IN. SPEEDS...5 FORWARD, IREVERSE
HEIGHT.....7 FT 8IN. MAX.SPEED....45 M.PH.

CLIMBING ABILITY....35° CRUISING RADIUS......I00 MILES
ARMOR......|/4,/2,5/8 CREW.....4 MEN

ARMAMENT......I-50 CAL. & 2:30 CAL. MACH. GUNS
SUSPENSION...VOLUTE STEERING...CONTROLLED DIFFERENTIAL
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MEDIUM TANK,T5 (PHASE 1)
DESIGNED 1937

WEIGHT__30,000LBS.GR. ENGINE_CONTINEN TAL-7CYL.RAD.-260H.P
LENGTH____I6FT. I0INS. SPEEDS 5 FORWARD |REVERSE
HEIGHT___8FT. 9INS  MAX.SPEED 33 M.P.H.
CLIMBING ABILITY__35° CRUISING RADIUS 175 MILES
ARMOR__I1/4 -3/8"% IIN. CREW 5 MEN
ARMAMENT [-37 MM.GUN & 6-30 CAL. MACHINE GUNS
SUSPENSION VOLUTE STEERING__CONTROLLED DIFFEREN TIAL







December 13, 1538

MEMORANTUM FOR TEE SECRNTARY OF WAR:
Subjects Appeal from Limiting FPigure, Burseu of the Budget.

1. Prior to submitting to you the Military Estimates for the fis-
cal year 1540, I caused them to be reduced by 843,145,684, by restricting
maintenance and personnel in every possible menner in order to provide
for the maximum cugmentation of armament, equipment and facilities re-
quired in en emergency. The Bureau of the Budget has made additional
reductions of §23,820,363, Of these reductions, I accept $13,898,852
without comsent. The remeining §2,971,511 concerns certain iteme which
are of such importamce that I feel it my duty to present the facts to
you and request that you take the matter up persomally with the President
with a view to having that amount restored to the regulsr budget.

2. There has recently been rubmitted to the President a statement
showing that approximetely $420,500,000 will be required to provide the
eriticel items of ecuipment for the Protective Mobilisstion Plan Forece.
This sum is over and above the amounts, spproximately $43,500,000 (9%
of the total), carried for the same purpose in the regular estimates for
the fiscal yeur 1940, The attached table shows items included in the
latter total which have been disallowed by the Bureau of the Budget in
the amount of $6,921,511. Information has been received informally
from the Bureau of the Budget thet the reductions in the sctimates were
based on the disallowance of the items indicated.

3. In addition to the restoration of items pertaining to the Protec-
tive Mobilisation Plan, the restorstion of §2,000,000 for "Educational
Orders” and $1,000,000, "Air Corps, Army®, for purchase of second and
third best models presented in aireraft competition, are recommended for
the reasons stated in the atteched table.

evolt Librar

Enecly Chief of Staff. JLfLJ._n .l-ru
Table of reductions l]ﬂ lj P sz
in essential items .
S, *Be- (1] Iii. s200.9 (9/27/58)
cationsl Orders® & "
*Air Corpe, . pate- 2~/8~-59F
Signature=

= caue 7, s



REDUCTIONE MADE BY THE BUREAU OF THE HUDGET IN FY 1940 ESTINATIE FOR
EEBENTIAL EQUIPMENT RAJUIRED UNDER THE PROTECTIVE WOBILIVATION PLAN

TEDICA

Aprropriation Title

Cuantity
in Budiged

Reduction Cost

La
™ -

Antiaireraft,

t--

15 -
Pﬂ!. Eﬂ = M scuip=

aent, Jearchlights

- AA,

Applimnces,

&0

19

#1, 500,000

475,000

100,000

ORDKES® AKD FOR ™. - et

Remarica

Requiresd as initlal squipment for 10
sxietiog Nationsl Ouard Antieirerafs
Regiments, Esch roglament requires
15 searchlights, &l are on hand,
These 60 plus 49 set up in Hational
Ouard estimate (shown below) are
ssasntial sguipmeant Tor these 10
IPY regizents. (Initial Protective
Yoroe, B.A. and N.,O., 18 pert of

the Protective Mobilization Plam
Foree).

Thens 19 searchlighto are part of
the L9 searchlighis which were set
up in Natiomal Ouerd esiimate in
arder %o somplete the imitial equip-
mapt of 10 active National Ouard
regimsnts us showm above, 16 momtha
ig reguired for the procurssent of

searchlights.

Total project {§375,500) provides for
30,500 gns masks, 20 tons impregaite
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Projeat 10 = Qas Defense
fl
Impregantion plent 1 ¥ 14,000

|
l.!l'a- é - &-led. Wnr=

fars mm‘l
Gas masks, 15,000 117,1%

Proj, 57 = Ordnance
equipment, - 999,923

ro . - lights,
U.8, 11 231,000

= Searchlights,
Insular Depis, = 462,000

= Bsarchlights,
Pucame Canal 7 140,000

An impregnuting plant has besn
provided for sach Overcecs De=
purtzent, Oma of thess plania
is asssntial for contimectul
U.B, as oo feeilities are mow
availsble for providing the
ajinisum ssount of ;rotsative
elothing required for jeacetinme
tests ond developmnant work,

Thess are purely derenasive Ltems
which apply tomards making up the
shortage in gas musks required
to m' the IPF,

Tetal projeet (93,999,923) pro-
vilea ssssutianl modern weapons
sush or semi-sutomatic rifles,
anti=-tank gunes =nd 60mm mortars
which sre urgsntly needed to
squip existing Mational Guerd
units, Thess 1tens apply
againet shortages for the IPT,

These are 50" anticiroralt search-
lights which are rejulred for
pretsstion of Harbor Defensea,
Pacifie Const, agailnst air attack,
¥ill eomplete requiressats,

Theas are required for illumine-
tiom of water areas in sencoash
defenses, Hawaii, Will coaplets
requiremsnts,

These are portable antialrerafy |
searchlights which are required |
%o ocompletes the progra=m of 171
ssarchlighta Tor the defense of

the Panama Canal,
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Proj. 14 = Feollitiea
for Submarins Wioes,

Froj. 15 = Eitea for
ionstallation of 2
16" betteries,
Narraganeett Bay,

Pre)s 22 = Ordnance
Materiesl, U.85. AA
sachine guns,

Proj. 22 = 1 8" Rall-
way batteriesa, U.5,

Insular Departmentai
+50 eal, machine guna
Mobile A4 guns

Panama Canal!
Nuohine Ouns,

=8

271,670

141,03

293,700

618,000

145,000
220,000

237,600

legessury imstellution of mine
stors-houses, cable tanks, and re-
pairs to msharves to coaplete the
sutmarice =ine roject ror the Harbor
Defenses of San Fronelseo. This pro=-
jeet 1a & part of the minisum re-
quiresenta for subasrione aine defense
under the PWP,

These butteries (L gunes) are sssen=
tiel to the protection of Narrsagen-
gott Bay amd are reguired by the
Proteotive Mobilizstion Flan, Four
gunn are on hond and two oarriages
are partislly completed, Time of
eonstruction from 2 to 3 years,

These funds regquired to provide enl,.

« 50 AA mechine guos nod FTTam AA guns
for protectiomn of Harbor Uefenses om
Paoifiec Coast sgain:=t alr atteck,

5o YTwm AA guns sre now on hand

sither in U.5, or in Oversess De-
partaents, Deaficlienoy of 229 beyond
mmount allowed by Buresu of the Budget,

Manufacture of 3 battsries, one sach
for Harbor Defenses of Sem Frunclsee,
Los Angeles nnd San Diego. Requirsd
by Protective Mobilizatiom Plam,

For cal. .50 ik machine BUnB, 3Tem
AA guns and 3" AA guns for protes-
tion ageinst alr attaeck, Homaii.
Deficiesney of 271 « machine
guns and 20 3" AL guns amount
allowsd by Buresu of thé Badget,

FPor .50 eosl. AA machine guns end
¥fmm AA gumn for protection of Pansma
Canal sgainst alr atteck, Defl-
oleney of 264 beyond amount allowsd
by Bureau of the Budget,



Proj. 34 = Procureasent
and Installation of fire-
control equipment;
United States: Fire con-
trol for the harbor de-
fenses of Ben Francisce
and Sam Diege, - 4384,822

Insuler Departaents;
Fire-control for enti-
alreraft and LLET-LET R Y
h‘t.ﬂ"l -_— m.m

Panzma Canalj
¥ire-gontrol snd commu-
nications for antimir-
eraft artillery, - 103,71

TOTAL - PROTECTIVE MOBILITATION
M"li'iilil'l.u'itii'ilﬂl “.m.m

h"“m Mm-lnit--lulinnilnliii :‘“‘m

This sum will complete installa-
tions in the aress indiested.
Remaining requiresents far the
Pacifle Coust at Lon fngeles, the
Colunbla und Puget Sound are
$651,480. Required by the PuP,

Part of the project essential for
the defense of Oshy and especially
the navel installatione in Pearl
Harbor, A further mm of $643,826
is required to complete the Prejeet,
Required by the Pup,

The project is based on the ninimum
Fequiresent for ressonable srotec-
tion of importunt canal inotslla-
tloms, This reduction will dalay
completion of the -rojest which
will require, in sdditiom to the
fum indieated, §1,527,913, Requirsd
by the PUP,

A speaifie apprepriation should be
provided for this purpess, Other-
wise, the Wer Departsent will be
required to reduce mmounts provided
for items pertaiming to the requi re=
msats of the Protsetive Nobllize-
tioa Plan in order to provide for
Kducational Orders,



Alr Corps, Army:

Proj. 71 = For Nesearch

and Developuent Fork with

Alrplanes,

- 1,000,000

 ———,—,—

" ..39.9?1r511

Due to Lnndequnte funds for rosenrah
and development, the Afr Corps ia
practicalily every design coapetition
purchuses the ®inning design enly
ol thereby logaa opportunities %o
acquire definite sdvances in {

tant features or art or design

found {n sirplenes which huve not

widening competi tion end thus incress-
ing rapidity or dovelopnent,
$1,000,000 14 eonsidered a minimum
for this PUrpose,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PERSONAL
AND Pebruary 1, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SPEAKER

Please read thie correspondence
in the following order:

1. December 1, 1938 - letter
to President from Louie Bloch
and copy Block's letter of
October 28th to Dies,

2. December 7, 1938 - letter
from the President to Starnes.

3., December 8, 1938 - letter
from Starnes to the President.

4, December 9, 1938 - letter
from the President to Starnes.

5. January 3, 1939 - Starnes'
letter to the President.

6. January 9, 1939 - letter
from the Preaident to Starnes.

When you have read these please
raturn for my files.
CLARSTEIID

JUE d*xl I,'?jrfl rl' D- Rt



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 1, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE CHIEF OF STAFF

Thies will interest you. What
do you think about keeping Faymonville
in Moscow a little longer? Flease

return enclosure.

F. D. R,

Letter to the President from Ambassador
Davies dated January 18, 1939,

I'mCLASEIFIED
uty Archiivist of the U.S.

6 1972

By W. J. Stewart I};_-_HJUN



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

lareoh 13, 1830,

HENORANDUM FOR
THE ABTOTANT SEGRRTARY OF %AR
THE CHINF F OTAFY
This comes from the imeriocan
snbassador in London. It in worth
rending and should not go beyond
the planning section of the Ooneral
fitaff.

F. s Re

TIECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Avciiivist of the U.B.

By ¥. J. Etcwart Date l-"-IN '5 19?2



December 1, 1979,

PERSONAL
Dear Frank:

Tours of Novarbor asixtoonth is extremely
intoresting and at the samo time reassuring. I am
glad about the attitude saken by Prosident Quezon
bagauso to my mind bhe i right in setting » precedent
io regar to & second term because, after all, he is
the Coorge Washington of the republiean form of
wovarmment experiment in the Far East.

Furthermore, on tho gquocstion of independenes
io 1945, it ie boct, as far ss we all arm conoerned,
to go through with our definitely chosen poliey =-
chosen bere end in the Philippines.

I do0 not shink & ean look too far shoead.
Thiogs wey work out aftur that datc and they ray mot,
but consistency or tho part of Republiecs is mlweye =
good lesson to the rest of the world.

is ever yours,

Honorable Freneis B. Sayre,
The United Statos liigh Cormissioner,

Menila, Philipnince.

DECLASSIPIED
By Deputy Arciiv. i Ob

By ¥. J. Stewars Tute

ha U .i!
JUN 6 1972

o

FDR/d}



Uecenbor 14, 1737

Doar Franki

Yours of Novazbur sixtooush is oxtrenely
intorestiog end ot the guxo tizo resssuriog. I mm
glad abous the attitude seien by Presldent Guezon
becauss to sy mind boe is right in sotilng = procodeont
io megund o a scoond term becuuse, afSer nll, ne ia
tus Guorge <ashlogton of tov repuibiicun form of
ovorusant oxporimeut lu the far Sost.

Furthomore, oo the guostlion of iadependones
in 1945, i iz bect, @ fer ae o all are conoorned,
0 ;o through with our definitoly chosen paligy ==
gbosen bero and iz che Fhiilpylines.

I do sos shipk e ean look %00 far aload.
inloge may woTk out altur sbats dato ona Sthey may bot,
but conaistoucy om Sho pars of Hepublics is always a
200d looson %o tho reat of sho world.

AB aver yourd,

Bonorahlo Franoip 9, Hayro,
The United Stotos iid:h Cormissioner,
Henila, Philipoines.

DLOLASSITIED i
p— . U. "
By Depuiy Avchivist of t::“ -.‘ el
By W. J. Btewa== plw._._'!"“__ 5 -

FoR/ay



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

——
May 3, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL CRAIG
GENERAL MARSHALL
The enclosed is for your
own eyee only. Flease read and
return.

F. D. R,

Letter dated April 18, 1939 from
Ambassador Bullitt enclosing memo-
randum prepared by General Requin
giving his views on the American Army.

DECLASSIFIED

'y Deputy Archivist of the U.S,

By W. J. Stewart Date HU“ U Wi



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 5, 1939,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR

Please send the following in
gscret code to Paul MoNutt:

Approve Imr leaving for
home May eleventh and will
point Weldon Jones Acting
Commissioner as of that
date. For many reasons whioch
1 will discuss with you when
you get here, it may be ad=-
visable for you to stay in
thie aumtﬁ I hope, there-
fore, you will n.rra.ngn thmss
to meet that oiroumstance 1
it arises, Best wishes
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Uay 5‘ 1838,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR

Plense make out necessary
papers for appointment J. Weldon
Jones ae Aoting High Commissioner
to the Philippine Islands, effective
May 11, 1839, in the absenoce of
High Commiseioner MoNutt.

F. D. R,



DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON

May 4, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

I have your memorandum of May 4, 1939 asking me
to let you know about Mr., J. Weldon Jones who has been
recommended by High Commiseloner McNutt for appolint-
ment as Acting United States High Commissioner to the
Philippine Islands, effective May 11, 18939.

On November 2, 1833 you appointed Mr. Jones, a
native of Texas, Auditor for the Philippine Islands.
In connection with the reorganization of the Governor
General's staff, as a result of the enactment of the
Tydings-McDuffie Act, Mr. Jones was, on September 23,
1925, appointed financial expert on the staff of the
High Commisesloner, then Governor Murphy. After the
departure of Governor Murphy from Manlla, you ap-
pointed Mr. Jones Acting High Commissioner and he
functioned in that capacity from September 5, 1938
until the arrival of High Commissioner McNutt in the

gpring of 193%.

The President,

The White House,



-2=

I understand that Mr. Jones' gervice in the Philip-
pines hae been satiefactory and I belleve that he 1a
eminently fitted to serve as Acting High Commlesloner
after the departure of High Commissioner McNutt on
May 11.

Under the provisions of the Act of June 5, 1976
(49 stat. 1478), you have authority, in the absence of
the High Commissioner, to appoint an Acting High Com-
missloner. For convenlence of reference, I am encloslng
a copy of that provlslon.

I am returning herewith the Secretary of War's
letter of May 2, 1939.

Failthfully yours,

Francie B. Sayre

Assletant Secretary

Enclosures:

Copy of Bection 1237Db,
Code of Lawe.

From Becretary of War,
May 2, 1939.
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(COPY - PI:DW)

g 1237b. Bame; acting High Commigelcner; appoint-
ment; powers and duties, The President is hereby
authorized, in his discretion, to designate a member
of the staff of the United States High Commiesioner to
the Philippine Islande or an officer of the Army or
Navy of the United States, to act as the High Commie-
gloner in the event of a vacancy in sald office, or
the temporary diesbility or abeence of the High Com-
miesioner, and the offiecial so designated shall have
all the powers and perform all the dutlies of the High
Commissloner during such vacancy, disabllity, or absence.

(June 5, 1936, c. 519, 49 Stat. 1478)



B 2
<,
r"’ -
WAR DEPARTMENT 5 e,
2“4,
WASHINGTON o
: e e
May 2, 1939, v S

The President,

The White House.

Dear Mr., President:

I am pleased to quote below the translaticn of a message
in eipher (radiogrem Wo. 269, May 2, 1939) received in this De-
partment from the United States High Commissioner to the Fhil-
ippins Islandas:

"For the President: Unless you think the trip in-
advisable at this time I wish to leave with my femily
for the United States May 11, Should you approve this
reguest I desire to recommend the appointment of J. Wel=-
don Jones as Aoting Eigh Cormissioner effective that date.
¥r. Jones served with distinotion as Aeting High Commis-
sioner 1936-1937 end is at present the seniocr member of
the staff. MeNutt."

Respectfully yours,

s

Secretary of VWar.
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MEORADUM for Mr. Rudolph Foreter,
Exsoutive Clerk, The White House.

In accordence with telephome conversation of today,
there are furnished you herewith coples of two radiograms
in secret code transmitted by this Buresu to the United
States High Cormissioner to the Philippine Islands relat-
ing to his return to the United States and to the appoint-
ment of Mr., J, Weldon Jonee as Acting High Commissioner.

Lty B

Chief of Buresu.

2 Incls.
Coples radios Nes. 266 & 267,

Franklin p. Roosevelt Libp
DECLACSEEn

I]DU [*; 5200.9 (8/27/58)
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RADTOGRAMN IN CIFHER

L:qu 5. 1939,

U. 5. HighCgm., .r._ I

¥enila.
Yo. 266.
Reference your No. 269, Following from the President:

"Aporove your leaving for home May eleventh and will appoint
Weldon Jones Acting High Commissioner as of that date. For many
reasons which I will discuss with you when you get here, it may be
advisable for you to stay in this country. I hore, therefore, you
will arrange things to mest that circumstance if it arises. Best

wishes
Franklin D. Roosevelt.®

Franklin p, Roomevalt Library

DEGL/ "7k p

poe 5200.9 (8/27/58)
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Signature- Gy
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SBORET CODE
May 6, 1938,

U, 8, HighOom,, —RECRET

Manila,
No. 267.

¥or Mr, 7, Weldon Jones. In accordance with the provisions of the Aot of
Oongress approved June 0, 1936, entitled "An Aot To aushorise the President o
designate an Aoting High Commissioner %o the Philiprine Islands™, the President
designates you to aot es High Commissioner to the Philippine Islends during the
Semporary absencs of the High Commissioner beginning May 11, 1939, Please ac-
knowledge receips of this message dy radio, WOODRING,

For the High Commissioner. Flease advise President of Philippines, Army and
Ravy suthorities and others immediately concerned of the President's designation
of Mr, Jones as Acting High Commiss oner. Please inform Mr, Jones thet it is not
necessary for him to take cath of office under this designation.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
DECLACSIFIED

D0D DR, s200.6 (8/27/68)
Date- 7= "'f" 74

Signature- wl

SECRET



,/ THE WHITE HOUSE

a . WASHINGTON

5/25

Gen. Craig:

"Tell the President that we
arrested Bergdoll on his ship about
25 min. ago and we have incarceratea
him at Castle William on Governors
Island.

"No difficulty; full co-

operaticn. That's that."



THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER
MANILA

November 13, 1939,

My dear General Watson:

I am enclosing a personal and confidential
letter for the President, I shall greatly appreci=
ate your kindness in handing it to him,

I hope that all goes well with yous

Ever aiucarely yours,

Enclosure,

Brigadier General Edward M, Watson,
The White House,

Wauhington, De Ce



THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIOMNER
MAMILA

November 16, 1939,
Para A1

Ky dear Mr. Preaident:

8ince my arrivel here I have taken the osccaslon to see
a8 mach as poaaible of Presldent Quezon and have cultivated
very cordial and somewhat intimate relations with him., I
thought you might possibly be interasted in a conversatlon
which I had with him a few dgra ago.

We ware talking rather intimately and I asked Preaident
Quezon whether it was in his mind to run for a second term.
You remember that he was elected for a six-year term which
expirea in 1941. The preaent Phllippine Constitution pro-
vides that the President shall have but s aingls term lasting
for alx yeara., A constitutional amendment has recently been
ropoasd to the effect that the Prealident may be elected during

o successlve terms of four years each,

In reply to my gueation, Prealdent Quezon sald that he
had decided in his own mind not to astand for a second term.
The reason which he gave was that 1f he did so thes precedent
would be set for Commonwealth Presidenta to be reelescted for
successlve terms without limit and that the result would be
an almost unavoidable tendency toward a dictatorahlp govern-
ment, if not in his time, in the time of hia succeasora. He
therefore falt that he ufwuld reaign at the end of his six-
year term and not stand for reelectlon.

I naxt asked him whom he would favor for the next Presi-
dent of the Commonwealth. He replied unhesitatingly that he
had declded on Qsmefia, the preaent Vice Presldent of the
Commonwealth. He sald that in his own mind Yuleo, the present
Speaker of the Assembly, 1s an abler man mﬁ, because of his
innate sense of justice and his judicial attituds, would
probably make a better President than Csmefin. President Quezon
sald, however, that Yulo was not gemerally known throughout the
Islanda in the way that Osmefia ls, and that the only way to
alect Yulo would be for Prealdent Quezon to snnounce that he
was hias cholece and back him as his personal candidate. He
said that 1f he backed Tulo, Yulo would alwaya bs conaldered

ag

The Presldent,
The White House, .
i

Washington, D. 0, ‘el CNILASSIFIED



as his pup?at, whereas Osmefia could be elected because of
the people's genuine regard for him, and Yulo would thus
be given a chance to stand on his own feet and perhaps come
in as President at a later time. Preaident Quezon also
spoke of Roxas, the present Secretary of Finance, as an
able man whom he considered a Presidential poaaiﬁility.

Although, as you know, President Quezon's mind keeps
changing often with great rapidity, I think there 1s no
questlion that this represents his present thoughts.

I also diacussed with Presldent Quezon the issue re-
garding Philippine independence. He sald to me that al=-
though there were governmental officlals advocatlng "reexami-
nation", in his own opinion the Fllipino people will never
consent to relinquishing or indefinitely postponing the ldea
of independence. He sald that he did not consider the 1ndefi-
nite postponement idea from the viewpoint of practical politics
at all practicable, and that he would contlinue to support the
independence movement as provided for in the Tydings=NeDuffle
Act.

I believe that the position which I stated when I ar-
rived in Manils is the only sound one for the Amerlcan
Govermment to take. I enclosze a copy of my statement, It
geems to me clear that the American Government is morally
bound not to withdraw or substantially modify the program
of independence adopted under the Tydings-McDuffie Act un-
less and until the Filipino people and the Commonwealth
Government meke a specific request. In that event, it
will be for the United States to decide what course to fol=-
low, and this decision must be made in the light of the world
gituation as 1t exists at the time. What the world situatlon
will be then, no one can foretell,

Do you not sgree that this is the sound position for us
to take?

I feel very happy about your victory in securing the
passage of the new Neutrality Bill.

With affectionate regards, believe me,

Ever ainnere;&ryauru,

7

Enclosuren, ——

/| awm ol N SN . '‘ad ur&a.t\
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October 22, 193¢
When questioned concerning his attitude toward Philippine
independence, the High Commissioner said:

"The question of Philippine independence is beset with innumer.
able difficulties and complieations but the fundamentals of the
problem seem clear. During the forty years that éha United States
has exercised sovereignty over the Islands, the Filipino poople
.have boen repcatedly assured by both Democrats and Republicans of
the intention of our Government to grant them indepondence. In
1934 Congress, in accordance with thosc assurances, passed the
Tydings-McDuffie Act, preseribing the terms and conditions under
which independcncc is to be achicved., The Aot was shortly there-
after accepted by the Philippine Legisluture, and a Philippine
Censtitution, adopted in accordance with its terms, was approved
by the Filipino people. At its last seselon Congress, with the
-approvel of representatives of the Commonwealth Government, com-
plemcnted the political arrangements of tha Tydings-MeDuffio Aot
by & program of nccessary economie agJustments, The Tydings-
MeDuffie Act, thus modified, is the law of the land, which only
Congress oan change. Unless and until Congress docs altér this
“Act, it is the duty of Amoricen and Philippinc offioials faith-
fully to carry out its provisions,



To my mind the passage by the American Congross of thc Tydings-
MeDuffic Act ond the acoeptance by the Philippine pecpls of a Cons-
titution besed upon its provisions constitute = moral obligation
not to withdrew the lndependonce program or to slter its fun-
damentel provisions except by the wish of both peoples, If aver
the day should come when the Filipine pecoplc should decido to chenge
thelr minds and elter the policy to which they have unyicldingly
adhered for over forty yecrs cnd should bring such a request before
Congress, it would be fcr Congress to dccide upen what course of
acticn the United States should pursue. Such a dbciaicn, I need
hardly cdd, would have to be maede in the light of such conditions
as mey thon oxist in the world and in the Philippines; and whet

these will be no one con feoretell ™
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Filipinos. otherwise, avering that when the United
tates leaves the islands she will do so stock and bar-
1, and sarcastically warning that the Filipinos can-

not eat their cake and have it too. After the grant

gf independence, the Filipinos will not, cannot reason-

bly look for any American favor beyond fair recipro-
city, but they will certainly cherish any form of Amer-
ican cooperation that will contribute however indirect-
ly to the vigor and permanence of the American in-
stitutions they have adopted as their own.

It is hardly necessary to repeat that the frank and *
straight-from-the-shoulder analysis of the inevitable
and the discussion of the ideal adjustment that may
be worked out by both Americans and Filipinos will
make for greater understanding and cooperation on
‘the home front. If American leadership in the Philip-
pines had uninterruptedly been as faithful to American
ideals and as farsighted as that of Francis B. Sayre
gratitude would have flourished in the Filipino heart
sooner, and a great deal of misunderstanding would
have been avoided. But, as the Hight Commissioner
has said, the past is gone and cannot be recalled. We
must now face only the future and face it not alone
with faith and courage but also with a continuing re-

ard for the brotherhood between two races that has
born in the course of a common and successful en-

terprise,
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