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i THE WHITE HOUSE W
pier

WASHINGTON
December 18, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
- ME. SHIPMAN
This report must be kept secret until
after the close of the war. It is by
Major General Patton who commanded the
Cavalry at Fort Myer scon after 1 came
to Washington. He was one oif' the
earliest Cavalry Officers to shift to
tanks. He came to see me at the White
House two weeks before the American
expedltion started for Casablanca and
I asked him whether he had his old
Cavalry saddle to mount on the turret
of a tank and if he went into action
on the side with his saber drawn.
Patton is a Joy and this report of his
first days in French Morocco is a
classis.

The report and the accompanying
photographs were brought to me on
December fourteenth by Lt. Commander
George Earle, Gunnery Officer of the
USS HERMITAGE, who 1s an old friend
of Patton and had spent several days
ashore with him at Casablanca.

¥. D. K




HEAD!UJARTERS WESTERN TASK FORCE

SBUMMARY F EVENTB
18 Hoverber 1942

Descriotion of the visit of the Commanding CGenre:l and Stail to
General Nogues and the Bultan of Moroecoe.

We left Casablanca, a eity which combines Hollywood and the Bible,
at 9:45, and proceeded towards Rabat. The country after passing
Fedala is the finest tank country I have ever seenbeing rolling and
open with here and there stone farme which would make infantry
strong o!~ta, bmt vould be uselee= ngalnzt thas 108,

The country in gereral is reminiscent of the Kona coast cf Hawall.

The treee are identical, and the sea is the same startling blue.

We passed large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, all of them nond8
deseript breeds, All the readsand rlilil{ bridges were guarded by a
type of Moroceo irregular called, "Goons lecst that ie how it =m
soundpr., They are dressed in a black and testriped bathrobe, with a
turban, whichwas some years ago, prcbably white, and equlpped with

very ancient riflee and bayobetes.

After passing Fedal, the power of the Navy-alr arm was frecuently
evinced by destrouyed trucks and armored care which littered the recad.
On reaching Rabat General Harmon had provided en escort for me conslpgt-
ing of scout care and tanks, However, I felt that to arrive at General
Nogues Paiacewith such a forcewould appear boastful on my part so I
dismicgsed them.

Upon reaching the Residency we were met by a battalion of Moroceco
cavaly, only the officers mounted. Also, bodyguard of the Governor
General who are Moroccons, dreesed in white uniforms with red Moroocoon
lesther equipment. The pistol and cartridge pouch was fastened 1in the
middle of the stomach with oroes-belts.

Both guardes wers very lurreseive and each had its own field musle,
ooneisting of French trumpets, drume, and a brase umbrells with bells
around the edge which eontinnally rotated during the playing of the
ruffles and flourishes.

We inspected both guards and complimented the French offluers
gommanding them on their aprearance, which was truly soldlerly in
the+~ 1914 meaning of the word, It was rather pathetic tc think
that one of the light tanks in the escort, which I had turaed down,
u:ul&ihave easily destroyed all of the lpiundid greatures etanding
at salute,
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The Residency is a beatiful marble structure, bullt on the linea

of the Alhaubra, by Marshall Lyautpy, and I could well ace vhy Ceneral
Nogues did not want to leave 1t. He recelived ue very cordlally, and we
talke? Tor about twe -ty minutes when it was time t- nroceed to the
palnce o1 the Bultan.

The palacc groundﬂ, which must comrrige seversl hundred acres, are
surrounded by o wall some twenty feet high, alleged to have been built
in 1300, Thie T seriously doubt, although 1t is certalnly very old.

After paseins though the wall, e wen%t for about half a mile through the
native hute, which apparantly housed the retainers and thelr voery nume
erous progeny. The Palace, itecelf, 18 a tremendous three story white
bullding of Moorish "*ﬂ“ttﬂcture, whinh you enter throuch a gate Jnst
wide enough to permit the passing of an au.oc.

Insice, the palace guards, composed of black troope dressed in red coate,
red bloomers, and white gaiters, and armed with rifles, were dreawn up
uumplezaly around the square. i ghould think at least 400 men wers
precent.

We dismounted and another field music, eculpred with drums, cymbals,
horns, and the metal umbrella, played with great abandon.

On the left aide of the gatcas you entered wess the Cresn Flog of the
Falthful., It 18 made of velvat, has a gold border and cortain Arable
words on the center. Huving passged through this second gate, we came
in to the 014 Testament, a large court ch was comnletely encirchhd
by men Aressed in white biblical costumce. Here the Orand Vialer, or
go I took him to be, met us.

He wap dreseed in a white robe with a hood and wore underneath it a
#ilké headdress embroidered in goBd. He had the most enormous set of
gold inlaid teeth I had ever seen, and a soraggly beard. He told us thot
the Sultan had gracloudly consented to receive ue, which, in view of the
preparations, was alrecady evident.

We ther mounted threes fdights of etalrs, and on reaching the top, our
guide removed his shoes, We then entered a long room with the twelve
apostles and some reeerves along the left side, and on the right slde
were 2 lirge number of gold chairs, Louis X1V model.

he floor was covered With the thickest and most beautiful ruga I have
ever seen., At the end of the room on a ralsed platform sat the Sultan,
who 18 & very handsome young man, extremely fragile, witha highly
senelitive face,

When you first enter you halt and bow from the hips. You then advanoce
half way up the room and repeat the operation. You then advance to the
edge of the platform and bow a third time. The Sulfan then got up and
shook hande with myself and General Nojues, and we all sat down.

The Sultan talking in Arabic, although he has a perfect command of
French, told the Grand Visier to tell me in French how glad he was %o

see me =2=-



I then talked to him through two interpreters, expressing my content-
mént that his people and the French and ourselves were again reunited,
and assured him that Our one desire was to unite with his people and

the French in -akinﬁ common head against the enemy. It was very amusing
to see that he could understand the French conversation perrfectly but
had to walt to have it translated inte Arablc because his dignity did not
permit him to admit that he knew a forelgn language.

¥When thie initial conversation had terminated, he informed me that

since we were in a Mohammedan country, he hoped the American soldier
would show proper respect for Mohammedan institutlone, I told him that
such an order had been issued in forceful language prior te our
departure form the United States and was going to be enforced. I furthur
stated that since in all armies, including the American Aramy, there
might be some foolish persons, I hoped that he would report to me any
incidents of sacrilege, which some individual soldier might commit.

He replied that no such ineidents would ha pen, but that if they did,

he would bring them to my attention, through General Nogues.

I finished by complementing him on the beauty of his count®y, the
discipline of his citizens, and the splendid looking citleas. We then got
up, he got off his throne and shook hands and invitcd me to come on
H-&nolﬁlr to tea, celebrating his ascension to the throne., It has been
originally intended for me to vieit him on this day, but I ha'e informed
General Nogues that since I represented the President of the United
States and the Commanding General of the Allied Forceas, it would be
inappria‘e for me to come to an audience. His inviting me to the
audience indicated clearly that he appreciated my position.

When this conversation was through, we met the twelve wise men and their
reserves, about sisteen in all. y were the Pashas of the various
provinces and oities of Morocco. Apparently a Pasha is a lifetime Job--
the senior member being ninety-two years old , the junier, I sh oul
think, was about seventy, Tehy were all dressed in white and in their =xkm
ltunking feet, and were a most distingulshed looking group of men,
evidently habit

We then left the palace and were again saluted by the red guards.

We ceeded to General Nogues' Residenoy where we were entertained
by Nogues and her nlece, and treated to a most sumplous lunch
in the best taste. OGeneral Nogues iupressed on me that at no time
d:rlng tt;lﬂernnn occupancy had any German ooccupied his house or sa §
at his table

After a short conversation at the termination of the mecl, we left,
reaching Casablanca at 3 o'clock.
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SUMMARY OF EV:NTS

22 November 1942
The Sultan's Anniversay, November 18, 1942
The second visit to the Bultan was similar to the first except that we
had an escort of a smuadron of cavalry from the Residency to the palace,
The men were mounted on white stallions, with white capesand blue hoods
thrown beek, with turbans, red coats with brass buttons and brass frogs.

Three officers rofle with us, one on each elde, and one behind the car.
The mounted trumpeters played during the whoe couree of the ride,

On reashing the palace, a whole regiment of cavaley was drawn up.
One scuadron was equirped with lances. This regiment and the escort
had the finest mount I had ever seen. Inside the ouber courtyard,
we had the black guard, which oconsists of hugh Senegalese, with
red goats and red fezes, and red Moroccon leather equipment, and
white spats. We also had a band similarly accoutered, which played
the Moroccon national alrand the Marseillalse.

We were then metby the Grand Visier or Muftli, or whatever he 18 ,
who took ue into the inner court, where two very old gentlemen
with staves, as in Biblical plays, preceded us. Each of these twe
men had eome sort of cartridge box tied around his stern and was
algo armed with a very long and very ourved seimitar in a red
Noroccon seabbard.

The thronercom and the vestibule outaslde were crowded with chiefs.
The furthur away from the thréne the lesser the chief, The high
ehiefs, who were arranged on the left as one approaches the throne,
;r- very fine looking men, anéd all of them quite old and cuite
AT'E®.

The Sultan was accompanied by the Prince Imperial, so oalled, one
of his sone, who was a rather inferior looking Arab, about fourteen.
The Prince rial sat on the first chair, Nogues on the

second, and myself on the third.

On the previous visit, I had sat in the first and Nogues in the
second, but this arrangement was quite proper. Gener:sl Nogues
then read a long prepared oration in Frenech, Which was translated
into Arabie by the Orand Visier, who already had a ecopy of it in
his possession,

He then very solemnly friilntld the Sultan with hise-ethe Sultah's
reply-—neatly written in Arabic longhand, which the Bultan read
and which the Orand Visier translated 1n¥n French from a paper

he already held in his hand.
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While thie was going on, I became more and more impressed with the
faotthat the United Btates was playing too small a role, so when
Nogues stopped speskingand stepped from the front of the throne,

I stepped out there withoutasking anyone's permission and spoke
a8 nearly as I can remember as follows}

*Your Majesty, as a rag:uulﬂlatitt of the great President of the
United States, whom I have the honoer to represent, as the commander
of a hugh mllltnrr force in Morocco, I wish to present the gom-
plements of the United States on this ogcasion, the 15th anniversary
of your ascension to the throne of your ancesters, and I wish to
assure you that so long as your Majesty's country, in sooperation
with the French Government of Morocoo, cooperateswith us_and
facllitates our efforts, we are sure, with the help of God, to achieve
certain victory against our common enemy, the Nxim Nazis,

"I am convinced that your majesty and the Freneg Government of
Moroocco share this opinion. B0 long as we are accord on this
point,we have only the brightest future to look forward to, I am
impelled to the belief in this mutual accord when I remember that
one of your Majesty'e grest predecessors president to our famous
President, George Washington, the bulldings now ocoypied by the
American Mission at Tangiers, and vhen I also remember that since
the days of the great Washington, the accord and friendship with
the French has been equally profound.

*I wish to take this occasionof complimenting your Hnje:iz on the
intelligent cooperation which his subjecte have accorded to the
Americans and also expreses n my profound appreciation of the
exoellent bearing and splendid diseipline of your Majesty's soldeirs!

One point of interest about the Sultan is that he is supposed to
wear a beard but prefers to go olean shaven with the result that
he gets by using either hand olippers or a razor, and has a

beard not over a thirty second of an insh long. 8 muatache is
equally abbreviated, ie also not suppoed $o wear European
elothes but has been seen by some of our officers riding sbout the
country on horeeback, unattended, in English riding clothes. I am
cerfain he speaks French and slmost certainhe speaks English.

In fact I have heard a rumor that he was a graduate of Oxford
under an assumed name,

The tea in the afternoon of the ascension celebration was attended
by nearly eve dy of importance, Ae I was unable to go I
asked General n to attend for me. During the tea some sereams
were heard followed by two shots, The Bultan excused himself and
walked out with great dignity and after a while returned. Oeneral
Nogues asked him what happened. He sald that one of the panthers
in the museum had made a very beautifygl leap of twenty feet and
had gone through a hole and started to eat up one of the ladies

of the harem, t some of the guirds had shot it.
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The lady was only out on the throat, and it made 1little difference
as she wes not a wife but a eoncubine, With this slight interruption
the tea went on,

The old Kasbas or faxxt forts are very Intereeting and really cuite
formidable obetacles, There are a good many of them in the country,
particularly in the maountains, They have the Moorish type of
erenalation, and have out-jutting towers about every 200 yerds of
front. Some of the walls are ten feet thick,

Some of these forts are 2lleged to be of Roman origen, but as yet
I have never seen one that looked that old. The fort at Lysutey
which, held ut agzimet us for three dnysand was finally taken
through the use a self-propelled 106 gun blaesting breasches
through which the 2nd battalion, 60th Infsntry assaulted with grenades
and bayonets, is a very tough proposition, It had reelested six
inch neval fire, trench mortar fire, and dive bombers, and only
Iiilﬂad to theever vietorious dnughﬁnr with the rifle and grenades ,
d1d not go too closely into the question of who survivec in the
garrison but doubt whether any of them did, In such = olose fight
& soldler has no time %o chsnge hie mind,

The oty Arabas abd country Arabs I hsve geen are extremely low and
extremely dirty but have no smell, They all drese in a sort of
bathrobe which they put on over their heads and then they sdd to
this a seocond garment, which some years ago was white, which they
wear like a cape over their heads. They wear Boode or turbas and
hawé an additional protection in =a 1ittle knitted cap which they
apparently never remove,

The wu;mn dregs in a similar costume, but very few of them are velled,
I lhog‘d think not more than 5 per cent of thése I have seen gre
velle .

The poor Arsbe live in huts that look like beehives, They are eiroular
about ten feet moroes, with a vertical wall, perhaps four feet,

and sometimes made of stone, sometimes of adobe brick, and some-
timee of rushes. .

The pigs and chickens live in these buildings with them., The sattle
are very underbred, skinny, but pumerous. e sheep have very leng
talls as do the pigs, Of nll the snimals I have geen, the cheep

are the most respectable looking,

The Ar:bs move either by walking or riding a donkey which does no%
run ==ch higher than the top of a deek and cannot weigh over 400
pounde.
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These poor animale are loaded down so that you ean Just sg¢e them
and have s fat Ar:b esitti sideways on the . ey are gulded
by being hit on the side of the head with a walking stick,

The Arab is slleged to have no sense of humor,however they seen
to get along very well with ur men.

There are unacestlionably twe types of Arsbs, one the plains

Arab, who is yellow, and the other the hill Arab, who is darker
and a much finer looking man, Most of the CGones, 1lrregular
native troope, come from the hills. They are sald to able

to march eixty kilometers An a day. Their equipment, however, 1is
mid-viotorian so that except for mountain fighting i do not
believe they would be of much value.

Owing to the faet that there 1s very liitle you can buy in Morooeo
money hae ceased to hxve value, and 1t 1c very diffieult %o employ
help, We are making arrangemente to sell the commoditlea which
the Arabe moetly desire, namely sugar, te:s,, riee, coffee, an’ o
oloth at & low price to Arnbs who unri for us, We will pay the
Arsbs in francs, and in thies wey rehabilitete the value of money.

This morning Gener:l Keyee and myself went to the Catholic church

which was very crowded and unquestionably conteined a large number

of widows of people we had killed. Most of these pecple were quite
ung and dressed in black and were weeping, but weemed to have

noe animosity towerdas us.

Madame Hardian, the wife of the Minister for Foreign Affalrs,
explained the situatien h{ the fa®% that aftér 1940 the French were
g0 ashamcd of themeelves that they had no pride, and the women

were more achsmed than the men; therefore when we came, they were
delighted to fight with us in what she termed wus a freindly manner,
3eeing that they certainly lost between 2,000 and 5,000 killed

on shore, and 2t least BOC killed 2t sea, while we lost better
than700 ashore in killed and wounded, I do not think it was a

very frelndly sort of war.

Bhe insisted that i1t was, and thaot it had done s great deal %o

ralse the moral of the French Euugi;. Particularly was this true
of the French women who former been so disgusted with the,
men that they would not live with thems In view of the number of
shildren on the streets, I ean hardly credit thie last statement,

r-?ﬁ



Bo far I huve only seen one drunken Amerioan soldier, and he was

being taken care of by two of his freinds in a very creditable way.

Our men have had a very hard time because only on the 2let dld we

H:t kitches ashore, and we have had no tentage except pup tents.
wever they are in very good spirite, and the health of the command

remains excellent, except for & little dlarrhoea, which loste

about a day and 18 attributable to, I believe, the water,

It 1s very interesting to notes the change coming over the soldiers,
When they first got here they were extremely sloppy, prpbably due
to excessive fatigue, but within the last fwo days our efforte at
smertenning them up have borne fruit, and shortly, I believe they
will be a credit to any country.

In the flelds the plowing 1s done with the most peculiar combinations
of animals, They elther have a horse and a camel, o burro and a

camel, a bull and o camel, or & bull and a horse, I am informed

that iher cannot use two ocasels bepause they fight each othey,

iﬂ{ animal hooked up with a camel becomes dlsgustcéd and loses
intereat in life,

The Frenech Army, partioularly Ceneral Martin at Marrekech, has
been extremely %reindlr. General Martin has glven two par{icﬂ
to officers of the 47th InfTantry from 3afi, and hae invited me
and any of my stoff to come and atay with him for an indefinlte
perlod. I am planning %o vielt him shortly.

During 1940this General Mertin commended the &7th Moroeccon Dive
ision which was beaten, When Cenersl Anderscn oslled on him, he
brought out the flag of this Divielon, which he no lenger commands
and asked General Anderson to remove the erepe with which it

wae decorat-d,

Thie le to be done as a sign that the shame of the Mvislon had
beeon removed by the fighting which General Martin had done agalnest
us. He then cut the urepunfn twe and gave half of it to

Gener:1 Anderson. It was a2 very touch ng and I belleve, significant
gesture,

It 1e of interest to note that on the 20th we unloaded 30,000 men
in thirteen hours, and since thit time have been unloading at the
rate of 47 tons an hour in eplte of the wvery boad conditlion of the
harbor.The American N avy and the Freneh Navy have done anit ape
duinf a @splendid Job. This naturally also aprlies to our own O-4
section.

-8~ end



HEADWUARTERS WESTERN TASK FORCE
CITY OF FEDALA

November 10, 1842
Hie Majeaty the Bultan of Noroeco
Your Kaj)eaty:;

Owing to the streae of battle, this is the first time I have had
the opportunity of explaining %o your majeety the purpose of the
Amerioan overations in Morooco.

In kkeping with the anclent and traditional freindship of the Govem
ment and people of the United Btates of Mmeriea for the person of
r Majeaty and his people, as well as for the Government of
rance, my forces have landed in your country in irrestible nume
bera, We deslred %o come amcng you as freinda, not ns conguersrs,

not ag enimiss. Our purpose is to protest your throne and your
osountry and the people of French in Morocce, against the enslave-
ment by our common cnerj--- the Nazls, and £o maintain your ale
thority and the Prench eivil authority, and to insure to you and
your Peopls the continued orderly gevernment which you formerly
enjoyeds

Aa your nnjunt; knows, the President of the United States has
atated on his "Word of Honor" to all the world that aes soon a8 our
gommon enemy is de#troyed, we shall leave your country, nor shall
we demand of You or your f'auplt anything ether than freindshin.

In His name I hereby guarantee that if you offer no reslatance,
your religious institutions, your cuctoms, and your laws will Ye
ocompletely respected, and that at the termination of hostilities
with the Nazis, Moroocco will be returned %o you and to the eivil
government of France in exanctly the same state th:t 1t was
before this war.

Your Majesty must reallize the palnful sentiments which I enter-
tain in auntauglaun.g the necessity of shedding the blool of my
freinds, but the stern necessity of war demands thet 1f the French
armed forces continue to demonstrate the hostility they have al=-
ready shown, 1t ie my military duty and purpose to attack by ailr,
by sea, and by land, with the utmost violence known to modern
WAl

It must be evident to you that in the ocourse of such an attack
the beautlful eltlea of your beloved sountry muet inevitably

suffer irreparable injury because when once serious battle is

Joined I eannot be responeible for the consecuences.

=l=-



It is respsotful ion that 1t is your duty as a patriot,
as a er, and as & long time freind of Amorica to use all your
wer to see that this fratricidal strife terminates at once,

t is imperative in order tc sa@xXhxkxihix aveld the unneceasary
shedding of bloocd that a statement of anits by :you and by the
French aruzed forees be provided to me by 12:0C midnight to-night
morocco time,

I have the honer, your Majesty to remain,

@.9. Patton, Jr.,
Major General, U.S. Army,
Commanding American Forces in More

=R end
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