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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 2
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Dacember 5, 1939 L

Encloesed is Report No. 10
—

on the subject of "Forelgn Inquiries

for Production of Munitions® for the

Fresident's informetion.

Sj.lr 1y yours,

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The Thite House
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Assistant Secretary of War.
SUBJECT Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. 1In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military eouipment,
the following notes are made:

RISH FREE STA

Sometime ago the Irish Free State requested permission
to use our designs for 155 mm guns and ammunition, 37 mm anti-
tank guns and ammmition, and 37 mm anti-aircraft guns and ammu-
nition. Permission to use these designs was obtained in the
usual way but information has just been received from the Irish
Legetion that they are not now interested in placing orders for
this materiel.

FRANCE

Mr. Fairweather and Mr. Teller of the Colt Patent Fire
Arms Company visited the office on Decembar 4 and paid that the
French are approaching them to produce machine guns against the
posalibility that the Fabrigue Nationale, the Buropean affiliate
of the Colt Company, could not supply machine guns to the French.
The French representative was informed by the Colt Company that
their requirements could not be filled without disturbing our own
government orders with the company. The French representative
then mentioned the possibility of securing priority over our orders
and stated that he proposed to take the matter up through diplomatic
channels in Washington. The Commi‘tee informed tha Colt Company
that 1ts polley is to safeguard our own government orders in their
plant and that any decisions for priorities would have to be made

by higher authority.
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It is wnderstood that the French are inge Hgli.n
Allison sireraft engines and are discusaing the uupﬁg of such
enginea with the firm after the completion of the orders for
our governmant.

A request was recelved from 0-2 to Investigate a supply
of field shoes which is stored in Bush Terminal, New York. It
was determined that these shoss mre in the New York Depot and
belong to our govermment., The French are interssted in purchasing
the shoes and are seeking authority to examine the supply for condi-
tion. A report was made to G-2 to the effect that these are govern-
ment stocks end that the size tariff i1z badly disorganized for Eroup
supply because of previous 1ssues to othar government agencles in
the past few years. OSince the shoes belong to the government, there
arises in thia case the gquestion of sale of U. 3. Government property
dirsct to & forelgn government, and it is doubtful whethar such a
sale would be in order even if the condition of the atock and other
fectoras turn out to be favorabla.

CHINA

The Criterion Trading Corporation, which is an agency of
the Chinese Government, asked for copies of 300 to 400 specifications,
wostly for Ordnance materiel. They wished to buy those specifications
from the Superintendent of Documents. The question of release of the
gpecifications was referred to G=2 for consideration.

FINLAND

The Finnish Legation was notified that authority has been
granted to use our deaigns for an order of 18{ anti-tank guns. The
Committes 13 much interssted in the Finnish orders and it 13 beliewved
that pome difficulty is being met in placing thess ordera.

JUGOSLAVIA

The Military Attachd for Yugoslavim is being furnished
certain information concerning orders which his government is con-
templating at the pressnt time. This information includes mainly
advice to approach the Hercules Powder Company for estimates on the
cost of a powdar factory, a resums of the situation for the purchase
of powder, sdvice on gas masks, advlee on toluol and nitrated cottonm,
a statement that the genmeral policy i3 to discourage the export of
raw rubbar, and the addresses of certain mskars of commearcial ma-
chinery useful for engineering work.




In complinnce with instructions of the Assistant Secratary
of War, certain alrcraft compeny representatives in Washington ware
vorbally notified that our government hopes that no contracts with
the Rusnisns will be entered into. Thess notifications wore mads
inforaally by calling the representatives to the affice and telling
them of the aituatiom.

A conference was held with three Pratt & Whitney repre-
sentatives In connection with a redusst submittad by theam to grant
production lisenses for thelr Model 1830 ongine in Australis and
Sweden. This conference was mainly held to obtain the viewpolinmt
of the company in this matter. The whole question of relesss of
our designa for forelgn production has been opened and several
other Iinguiries have been recelved, Recommendstions will be mads
by the Committee to higher authority as to the policy which should
be pursued om this important nuestion.

CHAS. HINES,
Colonel, U. 5. Army,
Chairsan, Clearance Committes,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.

Tranklin D. Moowavelt Librury
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON A

L §
December 15, 1939

Dear Pa,

Herewith is Repor{ No. 13
for the President's information on the
subject of "Forelgn Inguiries for Pro-
duction of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

E."
General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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MEMOEANDUN FOR:; The Assistant Seoretary of War . -y
The Assistant Secretary of Navy, : =

&
SUBJECT: Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1, In seccordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for =ilitary equipment the
following noctes are madej;

o e
T TEEEived from the American Drug Menu-

Information h -
facturers Asscolation that the Finnish Legation has comsulted them
about a supply of drugs inmcluding opium, mastie, lodine, procaine snd
sulfapyridine, The Committee understends that arrengesents mre being
made to supply these items through regular commerclal channels,

As stated In s previous report the Finnish Legation has
asked for clearance on our gas mask desims for en order of 60,000,
Fresent indlcations are that the War Department will elsar this request
exocept for the secret features. The papers are now in Censral Staff
and ways and means are being surveyed to obtain a supply in the i=mad-
iate future.

Beveral conferences have been held with the Fimnish repra=
sentatives to devise ways and meens to procure anm early supply of
airplanes,

The representative of the Remington Arms Company, Mr, Secott,
ealled at the office to show to the Committes & copy of the contract
which iz being =ade with the Finnish Government for small arms ammunitiom,
The fellowing deliveries are scheduled for the 7.62 mm s=all arms sor-
tridges;

1,000,000 == prior to March 1, 1840.

2,000,000 == ¥ " April 1, 1840.

4,000,000 == " " May 1, 1940,

5,000,000 -- % " Jume 1, 1940,

In additicn to the abeve 7,62 mm mmmunition it is wundarstood that the
Finns are alsc negotiating with Remington Arma Company for 2,000,000
ealiber 30 eartridges, 500,000 caliber 30 tracer sartridges and 1,250,000
ealiber 50 oartridges of which 1/6 will be tracer and 4/5 armor piercing,
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This negotiation is dependent upon the supply of aireraft guns for
airplanes to be purchased in this country. ;
Eignature-

The Finnish Government has also asked officially for per- ° it
mission to use the American design for 37 mm anti-tank guns. This
design had been previously released to them for a projected order for
184 guns but the Finnish Govermment reduced the number to 100 end the
Committee has deemed it advisable to refer the cuestion of the reduced
number to the Chief of Ordnance for decision,

BELGIUM

The Belgium Embassy called the office to ask for some advice
cn respiratory apparatus for aeireraft. They have apparently asked for
quotations from a firm in Chicago and are seeking advice whether the
prices they ask are fair. 8ince the kind of apparatus concerned and
the prices were not mentioned the Embassy was advised to obtain full
information and submit it to the Committee.

SWEDEN

Actlion was prepared for the Secretary of Wer on a Swedish
request for assistance with the Pratt & Whitney Aireraft Company to
expedite engine deliveries to the Republic Aircraft Corporation in con-
nection with an order for 69 planes. In general the State Department
was told that it is not the policy of the War Department to involve
itself in industry priorities and that it would be better for the Min-
ister to approach the Pratt & Whitney Company directly to see what can
be done to expedite engines for the Republic order.

ARGENT INA

The Remington Arms Company representative informed the Com-
mittee that Arpgentina is interested in purchasing the following:

10,000 caliber 50 ball certridges
5,000 caliber 50 mrmor plereing cartridges
£,000 caliber 50 tracer cartridges.

They expect to quote on this order with delivery in about ten weeks
end state that this order will not interfere in any way with any of
our government orders,

BRAZIL

From the State Department reports it has been learned that
Brazil has rejected an application to export 40 tons of Brazilian ferro-
nickel to Germany. This decision was based on a shortage of nieckel in
Brazil and their lack of desire to accept German compensation marks in

payment., -

==



LUNT IV L

HONWAY

The Normeginn Minister has inguired whether one Unitsd
States rifle, callber 30 ¥1 can be cbtained for tests by his govern-
zont, This matter ls under consideration in the War Department.

Information has alsc been reecalived from the Remington

ropresentative that Norway is ordering 120,000 rounds of caliber 50
ball and trecer mmmmition and deliveries will probably be within

tan woeks.
S
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CHAS. EINES
Colenel, U, 5. Army,
Chairman, Clesrance Commitice,
Army and Navy Vunitions Bonrd,
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

Janoary 2, 1940.

Dear Pa,
Enclosed for the President's
Informntion is h%rt. Ho. éE; on the subject
of ®*Forelgn Inguiriss Tor wetion of
Munitions.®
Sincar yours,

Genernl E. M. Watson
Secratary to the President
The White House

Enslosure
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MEMORANDUM FOR The Assistant Secretary of WVar
The Assistent Secretary of the Navy
The Duputy Chief of Staff

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for militery equipment,
the following notes are made:

CHILE

The State Department advises that the Remington Arms
Company has received & request from Imex Trading Corporetion of
New York for quotations on 3,000,000 rounds of Caliber 7 mm care
tridges and 1,000,000 roundes of Caliber 9 mm cartridges. This
corporation steted that the inguiries were on behalf of the
Chilesn Government. The Remington Company told the corporation
that it would not sell militsry ammunition except to governments
or the sccredited agente of governmments.

FINLALND

In connection with the supply in the near future of
forty-four Brewster pursuit planes, the Var and Navy Departments
have waived priority on deliverles of & sufficient number of ma-
chire gune to equip these planes es they are delivered. Since
the commerciel model of the Caliber .50 gun can not be produced
in time, the Army design has been released. The Colt's Patent
Fire Arms Manufecturing Compeny has had consultetions with repre-
centativee of the Army and Navy and the details have been worked
out to permit the Finns to obteln priority in this speciel case.
This is in no sense a sale of Government property since the guns
concerned have not been delivered to the Government and the title
remaeins with the Colt Company. In conversatlion with the Colt




representative, it seems probeble that the Army deliveries on the
Caliber .50 guns now on order will not be delsyed at ell because

a second shift has been started by the Colt Compeny and will attain
greater efficlency as time goes on. As to ammunition, it is under-
gtood that errsngements have been made with the Remington Arms
Company to provide a supply of ammmition for these guns.

There have been rumors in the press that the Finns have
pleced orders for gas masks but the Committee has been informed by
the Finnish representativesg that bids have been asked for and no
order actually placed to date. The design of the militery gas mask
has been released to the Finne. They have also indicated some in-
terest in a civilien type of gas mesk which was designed by the
Chemical Warfsre Service and can be produced for sbout £2.00. If a
sizable order is placed the design of this civilian type gas mask
will also be relessed to them.

It is understood that Lieutenant Genersl Nemncnen, the
femous Finnish artillery officer, has arrived in the United States
end will be the heasd of the Finnish Purchasing Mission for muni-
tions. Thie officer ie the guthor of the Finnish artillery formule
deseribed in a newspeper article a few weeks ago.

The genersl plan of the Finns in procuring munitions is
to operate under a system of competitiwve bids similar to our owm and
to teke up their recuirements in an orderly manner dietated by pri-
orities. The Legetion has two Americen employees who are thoroughly
familier with Americen business methods snd have been assisting the
atteché in his negotistions.

FRANCE

There hag come to hand a copy of a letter from Mr.
Ploch-Laind of the French Purchasing Commission to the Aluminum
Company of America covering the French needs for aluminum for the
year 1940. It seems that the requirements for sheets, bars and
profiles yet to be ordered will totel 10,050 metric tons or 840
tons per month. In addition, there will be recuired forgings as
follows:

500 erank ceses M type a month
500 " N o n
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The Committee has not heard of the reaction of the
Aluninum Company to these large requirements but it is believed
that there would be great difficulty in filling such require-
ments in the light of our own national defense,

GREAT BRITAIN

The lNaval Attachd of the British Embassy requested ine
formation from the Navy Department whether they can be supplied with
naval 3" 50 Caliber guns, together with ammunition for these guns,
The numbers menticned were;

600 Guns
50,000 HsE., Auh. Projectiles
§0,000 Common Projectiles

The Navy Department has taken the view that it has no
objection on the grounds of military secrecy in its relation to
national defense to the release for export sale to Great Britain
of this materiel and has furnished a list of plants which produced
similer material during the World War, Coordination in the War
Department is in process at the present time,

NORWAY

Information has been received from the Heminzton Arms
Company that the Norwegian Navel Department has ordered 120,000
Caliber .50 cartridges with tracer bullets., The company expects
‘to make deliveries in ten weeks,

FANANA

Information has been received from the State Department
that the Government of Panema is inquiring whether there will be
any objecticn to an export license to Winchester Repeating Arms
Compeny for 50,000 Celiber .30 cartridges and & license to Colt's
Patent Fire Arms Company for six machine guns, six tripods, six
belt loading machines, and 300 cartridge belts for these machine
Euns.
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Commercial Attachd of the Union of South Africa
called on the Committee in comnection with the supply of btombing
anfl pursuit airplanes for South Africe. The Aeronsutical Board
vas consulted. The names and addresses of firms believed in e
position to furnish these esirplenes were given to the Commercial
Attache., This requirement is still in the cuotation stege end it
ig not known whether the Union of South Africa will eventually
plece orders for sirplanes in this country.

N NG

Many of the foreign incuiries being received involve
the coordination of so meny industrial elements that the Committee
has reached the conclusion that orderg for complicated items can
not well be handled for coordination by the limited persomnel
availsble to embassy staffs, particularly for the staffs of small
countries. The National Association of Manufacturers was consulted
and recommended thet general engineering firms might be in the best
position to coordinate large orders for foreign governments if these
governmente desired to place the entire responsibility in their
hands. Consequently, the Committee has obtained a list of engi-
neering firms snd is holdéing it in the files for use whenever the
question of coordination is brought up by a forelgn government.

it H AL ORDERS

There have been many newspeper accounts as to the
British snd French airplene orders in this country, some of which
are exsggerated. There is atteched hereto the stetus of these
orders as of November 30th. This information was derived from

Army Air Corpe sources.
[
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STATUS OF BRITISH AND FRENCH AIRPLANE ORDERS
AS OF NOV. 20th, AERONAUTICAL MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORTE

To Be
Company Tyoe Model Ordered Delivered Delivered
T TAIN
Beech Transport 18D 3 3 0
Dougles Bomberdment DE-280 20 0 20
Lockheed Comm. Transport Li¥F62 2 2 0
Lockheed Exec. Transport 12a(1274) 1l 1 0
Lockheed Fecon. Bomb. 2B-14 100 W] 100
Lockheed Recon. Bomb. B-14 250 250 0
North Amer. Basic Combat BC-1 3z 15 17
North Amer. Basic Combat BC-1 400 38 13
North Amer. Bagiec Combat BC-1 120 120 0
North Amer. Trainer (Basic) NA-66 600 0 600
Totels 1528 T8 750
FRANCE
Curtiss Aero. Div. Hawk(pursuit) 75-4& 250 250 250
Curtiss fero. " Hawk(pursuit) 75-A 550 0 550
Curtiss Aero. " Pursuit P=40 100 0 100
Dougles Bomberdment DBE=T7 270 12 258
Douglas Bomberdment DB=TA 100 0 100
Glenn Martin Atteck Bomb. M-167-F 345 104 241
Lockheed Comm.Transport 14-H2 8 -1 0
North Amer. Basic Trainer BT-9 474 237 237
North Amer. Basic Trainer BT-9 5545 5545 0
Vought-Sikorsky Scout Bomber 156 40 — —
Totels 2192.5 686.5 1506
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTOM

Jamary 13, 1940

Dear Pa,

Enclosed for the
President's informetion is Hepart
No. 17 on the subject of "Forelgn
Inquiries for Production of Muni-
tiona.”

Sincer yours,
e FHar—

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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Report No. 17.

MELORANDUM FOR The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of 8teff
The Chief of Nawvel Operations,

SUBJECT 1 Foreign Inguiries for Production of Munitions,

i In accordence with instructions to submit from time to
time & brisf report on foreign inquiries for military eguipment, the
following notes are made;

FINLAND

The "innish Goverrment is inguiring for 10,000 kilocmeters of
field wire and hes recuested permission to use the Army specificetions
for Wire 1ll0=B. It has been found that this type of wire wms previcusly
released for a French order end the War Department has agreed to give
the Finnish Covermment these specifications. Seversl prominent wire
manufacturers were alse named to the Finnish Representative.

It is understood that the Chase Erass Company is guoting on
100,000 76 mm cartridge cases.

Arrangements are progressing te place orders for 81 mm Stokes-
Brandt ammmition., It is probable that one of these orders (150,000
rounds) will be given to the Hunter Manufacturing Compeny of Bristol,
Pennsylvania, This firm was inspected last week by the Crdnance Depart-
ment and information furnished the Committee that there is no objection
to its consideration for a Stokes-Drandt ammunition order., So far as
known the remaining 150,000 rounds of the Finnish requirements have not
yet been definitely negotiated.

Favorable setion has been teken by the War Department to allow
the Finnish Government to use our anti-tank gun design f'or an order of
100 guns, There will also be an order of 60,000 armor piercing shells
foer these guns,

QOACINCATIAL
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Negotiatlons are under way to place an order with Winchester
for 50,000,000 rounds of 7,52 small arms cartridges. The Winchester
Company have advised the Committee thut first deliveries will be in
the sixth week after signing of the order., The terms ere 50% eash in
gdvance and the balsnce in a letter of credit deposited to the credit
of' the Winchester Compeny in New York City. It is of interest to note
that the Winchester Company intends to put a paragraph in its contract
safeguarding its deliveries by a termination clause which will prevent
the ammunition from being delivered if Finland should be defeated in
this war. The Winchester Company hes no orders from the United States
Govermment at the present time.

GREAT BRITAIN

In & previous report it wms noted that Great Britein has re-
guested information from the Navy Department concerning a supply of

500 3" Yaval guns and smmunition. The Navy Department had no objection
to the release of this pun and the War Department has concurred in this
decision,

The Committee has received the aluminum recuirements of the
British and it is apparent that the British requirements are about
200 tons a month. The French have stated that their reaquirements are
8B40 tons & month. A study is being prepared which will be submitted to
the President's Liaison Committee conecerning the practicability of
supplying these emounts to the allied powers.

FRAlICE

R. Hoe and Company has a subconiract from The American Tool
Works in Cincimmati, Ohio for 95 engine lathes for the French Air Come
mission. The deliveries are supposed to start in April and end in
lovember. This company is not a machine tool builder but has apparent=
ly gotten into the business because of the pressure of foreizn and
domestic orders.

The French Military Attachd showed the Seoretary of the Committee
8 letter from a firm of brokers in New York offering to sell about
1,000,000 Enfield rifles to the French CGovermment, These are, of course,
United States overrment rifles. The Attachd was advised to have nothing
to do with this deal, It is of interest to note that the firm offered
these rifles for $37.00 each and included 1,000 rounds of ammunition for
each rifle,
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Similer attempts in the past of private individuals to sell Enfield rifle
tc foreign powers have come to the ettention of the Committee and in each
case the foreipn government concerned has beer edvised to steer clear of
the proposition,

e
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CEILE

A report has been rendered to the State Depertment covering
prices for certein cbsolete military materiel desired by the Chilean
Government. The matter of supply of this materiel at the prices quoted
has not yet been settled.

YUGOSLAVIA

Colonel Burye introduced Mr. Froelich and lr. Coffey of the
Bethlehem Steel Compeny. Colonel Burya had in his possession a letter
from the President's Liaison Cormittee authorizing the use of United
States Army desipns for an order as follows:

120 3" entieireraft zuns
144,000 3" antieireraft shells.

Arrengements were made to introduce the represertatives of Hethlehem
Stbel Company to the 0ffice of the Chief of Ordnance so that sufficient
informetion can be obtained on which teo base & bid.

The Military Attachd also stated that negotiations have been
carried on with the Douglas Aireraft Company concerning a supply of
two-engine bombers and thet the quotations have been sent to his povern-
ment.,

REMINGTON ARES COMPANY

The Foreirn Seles lianager of the Remington Arms Compeny advises
the Cormittee thet Estonisn egents have asked for guotations on quantities
up to 500,000 rounds of caliber .30 ammunition. The company has rot yet
cquoted since it desires to determine whether the brokers in New York are
actual agentsof the Estonian Govermment.

The Company is quoting on 2,000,000 rounds of caliber .30 ammunition
and 2,000,000 telt links for the Govermnment of Canade.

CofrbeTHL
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The Company is elso quoting on 20,000 ealiber .50 ball cartridres
for Great Britein,

r .--llll. J “'L.L.

LA ]

The Republic of China has asked for cuotations on 15,000 7.9 mm
rifles and the company is conslidering a bld on this item, Previous infor-
metion available to the Committee indicates that Neminston would like to
go into the production of rifles,

Four agents in New York asked for quotations from the company
for Chile covering the following:

2,000,000 7 mm service cartridres
1,000,000 7 mm blenks
1,000,000 9 mm Steyr (pistol)

In this ease the company has advised the agents of its omn foreign policy
which is to guote only to covernments or to mceredited arents of fovern-
ments,

For the Clearance Comuittes, Army & Navy Munitions Board,
M

ClAS. HINES
Colonel, U, S. Army
Chairmen, Clearance Committee
Army and Navy Munitions Board.

ONCINCATIAL




THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

Jamary 17, 1940

Dear Pa,

Enclosed for the President's
information is Report No. 18, on the subject
of "Foreign Inquiries for Production of
Munitions.™

Sincerely yours,

L .

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM FOR The Assistant Secretary of Var
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Preoduetion of Munitions.

l. In eccordance with instructions to submit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inguiries for military ecuip-
ment, the following notes are made:

FINLAND

The representatives of the Hunter Manufacturing Com-
pany were introduced by the Finnish Attachd as contractors on the
production of the 81l mm Stokes-Brandt emmunition. This item has
been released to Finland, less the American fuse, and as noted in
previous reports the Fdgar-Brandt Company will grant a license to
the Finnish Government for production in this country. The Hunter
Manufacturing Company obtained sufficient information to proceed
with thelr order. This company proposes to use a cast metal kmown
as "Z" metal. At the suggestion of the Committee, fragmentation
tests were made a few days ago of several samples of shells con-
structed of this metal. The tests were umsatisfactory, but from
descriptions of the methods used it is probable that thers was a
fault of technique in detonating the shells. It may be that the
Finnish Govermment will delay further action on the Hunter contract
until the question of metal specifications is settled. In this
connection, the Legation was advised that our type of 81 mm shell
is made from a forging and not from a casting.

Action was approved by the Chief of Steff on the re-
lease of the Mark IV shell assembly, point detonating fuses,
Caliber .50 anti-aireraft machine guns, the specifications for
Very signal lights, Army type of hand grenade, 37 mm anti-tank
guns and ammunition, 3" anti-aircraft guns and directors, and
ammunition for these guns. Officlal action notifying the Fin-
nish Government of these decisions will be taken by the Presi-
dent's Liaison Committee in a few days.

s i TIADL
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The representatives of the Finnish Covernment were
advised that attention should be given to safetyiragulations in
connection with any ammunition order. The Hunter Manufacturing d
Company was also advised of the Ordnance Department safety regu-
lations. The Finnish Government was very pleased to receive our
comnents on this important subject and will include contract pro-
visions covering safety.

FRANCE

The French desire to negotiate with the Colt Manufac-
turing Company for the production of 7.5 mm and 13.2 mm machine
guns now produced for them by Fabrioue Wationale in Belgium. It
is their idea that if Fabrigque Nationsle should be lost, because
of Belgium becoming involved in the war, a secondary source in the
United States will be necessary. The Colt Company will be asked to
produce components for these machine guns and hold them ready for
agsembly if called upon by the French. The question of allowing
this to be done by the Colt Manufsecturing Compeny is under discus-
slon at the present time, but it seems probable that the French
representative will be authorized to discuss this deal with the
company. It will involve the creation of & new plant and the rate
ef production of the 7.5 mm machine gun will be in the neighborhood
of 700 a month.

A study 1s in progress on the requirements for aluminum
for France and Great Britain. France has on order at the present
time about 3,950 metric tons and will require during the remainder
of 1940 for French factories approximately 10,000 metric tons addi-
tional. The British recuirements are for specialized types of fab-
ricated aluminum, mainly tubes and bars, and total about 1,000 tons
for the next ®ix months. The study in progress is intended to round
up the estimated domestic recuirements (ineluding foreign orders in
domestic plants) end the requirements for foreign factories. These
reculrements will be submitted to the Aluminum Company of America
for study as to the practicability of filling the French and British
demands as they now exist.

The French Air Attachd has recuested comments from the
Government concerning the supply of 700 additional Allison engines.
This matter has been coordinated with the existing and projected
programs of the Var and Navy Departments end it seems probable that
the additional reculrements for France will be met. The Allison
Engineering Corporation has recommended thet a capacity for 350
sdditional engines, above what is now on order for the United States
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Army, be reserved end that at no time would we give the French more
than 70 engines per month, which is approximately one-third of the
capacity. The company estimates that the delivery on the 700 en-
glnes now wanted by the French will extend to July, 1941.

Export licenses issued for the period January 1 to 6,
1940, indicate that the United Aircraft Corporstion has received
export licenses for 2,250 Pratt & Vhitney twin wasp engines.

GREAT BRITAIN

The British and French Missions have been discussing
powder reouirements with the duPont Company. From present indi-
cotions, these reoulrements will be as follows:

SMOKELESS POWDER

French British
25000 tons, Rifle 2,000 tons, Rifle
15,000 " Cannon 10,000 » Cannon

HIGH FXPLOSIVES

French and British --;hii:n U. Rooeevelt Library
ECLASSIFED
12,000 tons TNT 0o At
wid W, Bzoo g {sfz?fﬁi}
TETRYL
Pata- 7‘-..‘.."?.
French {
81 t = ]
200,000 pounds eature- Gyl |

If the duFont Company undertakes this order, a new plant
will have to be created. For the smokeless powder recuirement, two
powder lines producing 100,000 pounds each a day will be recuired.
For the high explosives recuirement, about four TNT units, each pro-
dueing 1,000,000 pounds a month, will be necessary.

It is also understood that the Winchester Repeating Arme
Company has been having discussions with the British and French con-
cerning small arms ammunition. This negotiation has not become se-
rious ag yet because the financing of the new plant which will be re-
culred has not been settled to the mutusl satisfection of both perties.



It has been noted that an export license hes been
izsued to the E. V. Rlise Compeny for 50,400 empty 6" Howitzer
shells, velued at §907,500.00.

CANADA

The Medical Department hns advised thot the Heidbrink
Company of Minneapolis, MNinnesota, has received an order from the
Canadisns for 1,300 face mesks to be used in oxygen therapy. This
type of maek is of interect to the Medicel Departrent becsuse oxy-
gen therepy may be very wvalusble in the treatment of shock cases
et the front.

The Standerd 0il Company Las furnished the Committee
e list of its mctuel exports and imports for the lest cuarter of
1939, and the commitments as they szee them now for the first cuar-
ter of 1940. GSeveral monthe sgo this company furnished its esti-
mated exports for the lest cuerter of 1939, =nd it hes now been
found that the actusl exports were much lover than the estimeted
figures. The compeny expleins this situstion as due to restric-
tions on consumption in practically all Furopesn countries and
delsys to vessels ceused by the war. They also stoted that the
firgt cuerter of 1940 will probably revesl the same effects on
their export situation.

4 ’
CHAS. HINES,
Colonel, U. 8. Army,

Chairmen, Cleerance Committee,
Army snd Navy Munitione Board.

Franklin D. Reosevelt Library
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR y7p Seea
WASHINGTOMN /

Jammary 23, 1940

Dear Pa,

I am enclosing for the
President's information, Report No,
<20, on the subject of "Foreign Inguiries
Tor Production of Munitions."

PB;

I _'_._..ﬂ
L e
General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Sincerely

Enclosure
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The Assistant Secretery of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inouiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordence with instructions to submit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

FINLAND

The Finnish Legetion has asked for the release of the
Army M-52 fuse to be used in their projected American order for
81 mm trench mortar shells. This fuze was not inecluded in the original
release of the Stokes-Brandt ammmition as it was thought that the
standard Brandt fuze would be satisfactory for their orders. Some com—
plications have arisen in comnection with the production of this fuze
by Americen manufecturers and the Finnish Govermnment decided to ask
for reconsideration of the originael action excluding the Americaen type
fuze from the release. It seems probable that the M-52 or some other
suitable model will be released for their use.

FRANCE

It hasg beaen learned that Triumph Explosives, Inc., of Elkton,
Merylend is executing an order for 5,000 landing flares. This order
iz for Air Associates, Inc. of Carden City, New York but it is believed
that the materiel is destined for France. Deliverlies sre proceeding at
250 a week and it has been determined that there iz no interference with
a current Army order for spotting charges held by that compeny.

TURKEY

The State Department has furnished information that the
Turklsh Government has decided to purchase 25 Consolidated flying boats
end 40 dive bombers in the United States. These will be finenced by
Great Britain from the unused balance of their lean to Turkey. It
seems that the British factories are unable to supply these airplenes.
The Turkish Embassy in Washington will handle the deal.

PORCIDT S
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HAITI

The Government of Haiti has asked for installment terms
on ite purchase of 2500 Enfield rifles, recently suthorized for sale
to them by our Government. Declsion has not yet been reached sa to
the reply which will be made to this request.

JAPAR

It iz understood that Japan is negotinting with the Beldwin
Locomotive Company for a press to forge armor plates for naval vessels.
The Baldwin Company has been informed by the State Department that
there 1g no objection to thess negotiations under the moral embargo.
The order im said to be §1,000,000, with peyment one-third down, one-
third when the order is half completed, and one-third on completion
of the order.

HETHERLANDS

The Hetherlands Legation hes fwrmished s short list of
ndditional orders placed in the United States.

I

The Commerce Department advises thet tin ls st411 Clowing
out of the country. In the early part of Jamuary 2,000,000 pounds
of tin, velued at $1,100,000, were shipped to Russia. It sooms
probeble that another press release will be issued urging that the
United Stetes supply of tin be comserved to the maximum extent
poseible, particulsarly since efforts are being made to sscumulate
& stock-pile of this metal.

[
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTOMN

January 30, 1940

Dear Fa,

Thara 1la enclosed for the
Prealdent's information; Report Ne. 21
on the subject of "Forelgn Inquirles for
Production of Munitions.®

Sinceraly yours,

Genaral E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
Tha Whits House

Enclosure
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port No., 21 January 25, 1940. w

MIMOFANDUM FOR The Assistant Secretary of fiar
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Steff d
The Chief of Naval Operations. 6

SUBJECT: Forelgn Incuiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

FINLAND

The release of the M52 trench mortar fuze for foreign sale
negotiations of the Government of Finlend hes been aprroved by the
War and Nevy Departments.

4n order for 2,000 Very pistols and 600,000 signels for
these pisTols has been placed with Triumph Explosives Corporation.

The Finnish Legation is interviewing prospective bidders for
trench mortar ammunition and field artillery shell but has not yet
placed any orders.

On Jenuary 22, 1940, the Finnish Minister transmitted to the

State Department a reguest from his Government for the supply of air-

planes and ordnance equipment and ammunition from the stocks of the
United States Army. He stated that the early supply of these items
is absolutely necessary to protect the civilian population and to
insure the further defense of the country. This request is being
processed in the Wer Department at the present time but it seems
doubtful that direct aid by supply from Government stocks can be
authorized beceuse such action would be illegal unless the material
concerned is declared surplus by the War Department.

FRUNCE

The Remington Arms Compeny has informed us that the French
Government hss opdered 15,000,000 rounds of Caliber .45 automatic
pistol ammunition for use in the Thompson Sulmachine pung purchased
severel months ago. The whole order is to be delivered within four
months after the date of the contract.
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BELGIUL

The Belpium Bubassy hes acvised thet an order has been
given to Avietion Equipment & Export, Inec., for 280 Gasrtner
inhalators and necessary existing equipment. These inhalators
are used for high altitude flying,

SOUTII AFRICA

The South African Legation has placed mechine tool orders
valued at §$115,000 with verious firms, Deliveries range from
twelve to eighteen weeks. These machines are for the Royel Mint
et Pretoria.

NOHTAY

The Sperry Gyroscope Compeny has received an inguiry through
cormerciel chennels from Norway for the supply of B=-10 antiair-
ereft searchlights. As this wes not a direct povernment inquiry
the representetive of the Sperry Compeny was referred to the lor-
wepian Lepation to determine whether that Govermment is actually
interested in procuring searchlights. In conversation with the
Sperry Representative it was learned thet any lorwegian requirement
for a small number of searchlights could be fitted into thelir pro-
duction schedule, since there has been some difficulty in getting
the Brazilisn Gowvernment to give them definite authority to go ahead
with an order for that government which was negotiated seversl months

B0,
o
1
CHAS IIMES,

Colonel, U, 5. Army,
Franklin 5. Reosevelt Library Chairmen, Clearance Committee,

BEGLAR{‘HF!FD Mrmy and levy Munitions Board.
WD D“": 5200.9 fﬂfa?fﬁi}
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTOMN

February 1, 1940

Dear Pa,

Enclosed for the information
of the President is Report No. 22, dated
Jamuary 31, 1940, on the subject of "Foreign
Injuiries for Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

s TRuar—
General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUK FORt The Secretary of Var
The Assistant Secretary of the Havy
The Assistant Secretary of Ver
The Deputy “hief of Staff
The Chief of Haval Ovnerations.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inouiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time
to time a brief revort on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are madet

GREAT BRITATN

The Eritish Embassy has informed the State Department of
orders &8 follows for the United Kingdom and Australis:

75 Sperry Directors with Sperry Gyroscope Company

2,000,000 1bs. T.N.T. with Atlas Powder Company

100 Heconnaisance bombers with Lockheed Aircraft Company

30 Ylying boats (P.B.Y.-2) with Consolidated Aireraft Corv.

12 svare engines for these boats

£900,000 for armement and radio eouirment with unknown
firms,

UTH AFRICA

The Legation of South Africa is inguiring for 500,000 yards
of 15.5 oz. duck suitable for making tents. After consultaotion with
the chairman of the President's Liaicon Committee the names of ten
large producers of duck were furnished to the Legation.

SWEDEN

The Swedieh Mission headed by Prince Bertil is now in this
country and has submitted to the President's Liaison Committee &
list of “rmy and Nevy materiel recuired by Sweden. The Committoe is
also informed that on order for 144 airplanes hes been placed with
Vultee and advice has bean received toduy that sngines for these
planes will be available. The airplenes use Pratt and Vhitney Twin
Weep engines.
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FINLAND

A newepaper dispetch this morning indicetcs that 11 of the
Brewster Airpleones ordered in thie country in Uecember have arrived
in Bergen, Norway. These are the first arrivals on an order for 44
airplanes.

FRANCE

The State Department edvises of two large export licenses
issued in the last week for shipment to France as follows:

1240 Cyclone Model GR 2600-A5E Wright engines
valued at $20,913,000
130 Model 167-F Mertin bombers valued at $17,154,091.70

ALUMILUN

The Aluminwn Company of imerica is engaged in a study of
the suvvly of aluminum to meet the Americen domestic progrem (including
forelgn orders placed in imerican factories) and aluminum recuired for
export to Oritish and French factories. The imerican Covermment and
Mlied recuirements were furnished to the Company. It is understood
that a representative of the Company has had a conference with the Chair-
man of the President's Liaison Committee in which the foreign needs were
thoroughly canvassed. From present indications the domestic program can
be met 2nd in addition it secms probable that bottle-neck recuirements
of the British can also be handled without difficulty. The French recuire-
ments will require further clarificetion.

FOREIGN ORDERS PLACED

There is attached hereto a tabulation showing foreign orders
placed, exclusive of aircraft, from such records as the Committee has
been able to assembls. It will be noted that aireraft are not included.
Another tabulztion of alreraft orders only will be furnished in a later

report.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library "éx(’ 22
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Other Countries Other Buropean Other
Great Hritmin Franos Consdn Finland TWestern Hemlsphere  Countries Countries

OEDHEANCE AN TI1I0R

D0 13Elon, GO0 200

Gomt:, Demelltlon, 1100 50 250 40
Cartridges, Cal, 30 2,000,000 &7 ;500

Cortrldged, Ual. .38 50,000
Curtrldpes, 7.62 =m 50,000,000
Curtridgen, Cal. 46 15,000,000
Cartridges, Cnl. 50 120,000
Flaros, Landing 5,000
Shells, 20 mm (cases) 5,000,000
Shells, 25 rm (onses) &,000,000
Fhells, Gas, 37 =m 1,800
Shells, T == 1.0:0
Ehalls, smpty, 6" How. 50,000
Eipnnle for Very Platol 800,000 GO0, 000
Hetal parts
Cups, discs & bands, eto. 6,600 tons
Fropallant powder 100 tons
Pltro Cellulose B76 tons
Tetryl 40 tona
T. M. 1. 1,000 tons 00 toms
Uachinery for Amunition,sta. £200,000 {1E00 000 300,000

ORDUANCE MATEIIEL
Adnpters, high speed for guns 2,500
Barrels, BQun, 3.7 in, 5]
Bincoulars 1,000 1,000
Gune, sub machine, Cnl. .46 4,400
Guns, Fachine, T mm 50
Guns, Mschine, Cal. .30 A.O. 140
Guns, Hachine, 7.92 mm A.C. ez T4

Gunz, ¥nchine, 12.7 mm A.C. _mm_ 172
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ORDNANCE HATERIEL (Cant)

= Porgings,pun,tube & liner, 80 or
Forpings, pun, breesch & body
Pistols, Sigral
Hevolvers
Mractera, 3.7 in. Ah.
Bomb Siphte, “Estopzy
Torpedoes w/extrs flusie (Fowy)

AEASTER EQUIPMENT
inkats

Canteana

Cloth, O.D.

Forses nnd Hules
Eoae, Fire

shoes

QUARTEMASTER NOTORS
Totorcycles
Trucks
Enginen

ESOINEER ERQUIFHENT
Senra chts, @0° A.h.
Uirrora, Hetal, lor searchlights

CEEIICAL WARFARE EQUIPMENT
Tnnks, Gag, Torse
Freoplecos for Gos Jhaks

SICHAL CORPS HRUIFMENT
Tilre, Tield
Lamp. Sigral
Erdio Eguipment
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Other Countries Other Baropean Other
Great Aritain Franoe Canada Finland Testern Hemischere Qountries Qountried
15
4,000
£,000 2,000
B,000
260
20
100
500,000
100,000
580,000 yda. 00,000 yda,
€,000 2,300
2,500,000 ft.
276,000
5,000
3,600 520 50U
900,000
B34 60
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1,000
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WARSHINGTON

February 27, 190,

Dear Fa,

Enclosed for the inferaation
of the Prealdent is Report Ms. 25 on the
mubject of "Ferelgn Inquiries for Production
of Muniticng,®

Sincerely yours,

sy

Gonersl E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM FOK: The Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Navel Operstions

SUBTECT: Forelign Inquirdes for Production of Munltions.

1. In mccordence with instructions to subedt from time ta
tine o brief report on foreigm inculries for sllitary equipmont, the
following notes are mads:

GREAT BRITAIN

Confirmation hos been received from the Atlss Fowdar
Compeny that & contract has been made with the British Govermeent
for the construotion of another unit for the preduction of THT at
Atlas, Migsourd. The present order is for 12,500,000 pounds and the
rate of production of a new plant is stated to be 750,000 pounds &
month. Hegotiations are inm progress which mny result in the con-
struction of still snother unit of 750,000 pounds & month.

FINLEAD

The tempo of exports to Finland is increasing. During
the moath of Deceambar the velus of exports wus §743,000;, and in Jan-
uery the velus wes §1,004,000, Approxisstely cne-half of the Junuary
txports consisted of sirplunes end petrolews products,

The Secretury of jlar hes approved e priority for lmme-
dinte requiresents of Finlend for TNT and smokeless powder. Study
of the eltustion indicated that the deliverles under contract for
the fer Depsrtsent are encugh in excess of the sctuwl losding re-
quiresents po that it is possible to allow Finland to make contracts
for their immediate needs snd still not hinder the londing program
of the War Departnent., The prierity is for not excaading 1,150,000
pounds of TNT and not exeeeding 600,000 pounds of powder.

il
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Athough the pitustion in Finland seems to be critical, tha
Legation is proceeding with its plans for the placement of orders
covering trench mortar ammmition end field artillery asmmition,

The Swedish Trade Delegation has made officinl request for
the releass of desijms for mearchlights, antl-tenk guns and amcuni-
tlon, machine gune, soell ares sasmition, tanks, wire, renge findars,
field artillery snd trench sortsr emunition, poe mesks, redlo equip—
nant, ond certein naval items., These requests are being processed in
the finr end levy Departments and it gposns probuble that most of thair
recussts cen be promptly spproved becouse many of the Ltems have al-
resdy been relsaged.

It hes bosn learned that 500 Thompeon sub-mechine pme have
beon ordered and Remington hns besn epprosched for the supply of
5,000,000 rounds of callber .45 ammunition for these guns.

50D

The State Departsent advises thet the Bank of Bresil has
opened nn irrevocobls letter of credit in New York which is hei g T30
ably for the purchase of twenty training plenes from North hcerican
dviatlon. The letter of eredli 1o seld to be for $998,528.00.

Action ip completed offering the Fepublic of Brazil ninety
6" British guneg from the surples stocks of the Ter Departoent,

There bes come to hend & report from the fnriford Ordnence
Digtrict concerning forelgn contracts. Of seventy-three componies
reporting, sixty-six had either no export orders on their books or
only o gmell normel percentege which ie figured es m part of their
reguler production schechiler. Meny of these compenier ptate that
they eeccept formign ordere only on o contingent delivery besis and
do not permit such orders to hold up demestic deliveriep. It is
interesting to mote that two mechine tool compenies in thin diptrict
beve & distribution se follows:
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Ealleyd Comeny: Musber of machines - 10

- Fronoe 415
Dletribucdon i e
Englend lex
Jepen 108
Italy 5%
Jugtyalis
Switzerlend 3=
Cenada
Hendey Mmohine Copneny: 408 of thedr output to go streed.
trlbu = Frunce 171 machines
Englend 59 L

The Eridgeport Drmss Coppany in the Hertlord Plstrict has
orders for 10,000,000 pounde of bregs sheet end cagtings for Fussis
and 2,000 long tons of wire for Englend,

B INOTON ARLS COMPANY

ig Hepington Arma Compeny hag been spprosched by verlous for-
eign commtriep for guotations on pmell arms smrunitlon, the etteched
sumeries will be interssting to show the scope of the inquirles belng
recelved by that firm.

CHAS. WINES,

Colonel, U. 8. Army,
Chairman; Clsarance Cosmittes,

lrey end Navy Munitlons Board.

7 Inelogures.
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MEMORANDIM FOR: The Fecretary of Tar
The Lasistant Secretary of Ver
The Assistant Becretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operstions

EUBJECT: Forelgn Inguiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report om foreign incuiries for military equipment, the
following notes are made:

OHEAT SRITAIN

Confiraation hag been received from the Atlas Powder
Company that a contract has been macde with the British Government
for the construction of smother unit Tor the production of TNT at
Atlas, Miegpouri. The present order Ls forl2;500,000 pounds and the
rate of production of & pew plant 15 stated to be 750,000 pounds a
sonth. Negotiatione are in progress which may result in the con-
struction of still anothsr wmit of 750,000 poundes a momth.

The tempo of exports to Finlsnd is incressing. [uring
the month of December the value of exports was #743,000, snd in Jan-
unry the velue was #1,004,000. Approximstely one-half of the January
exporta conglsted of sirplanes and petroleum products.

The Secretary of War has approved a priority for imme—
diate requirements of Finland for TNT and smokeless powder. GStudy
of the situntion indicated that the deliveries under contract for
the Far Department are enough in sxcess of the actunl loading re-
gquiressnts so that 1t 1s possible to sllow Flaland to make contracts
for their immediate needs and still not hinder the loading program
of the Far Department. The priority ls for not exceeding 1,150,000
pounds of TNT and not excesding 600,000 pounds of powder.
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Although the situstion in Finlend seems to be eritical, the
Legation is procesding with i{ts plans for the placement of orders
covering trench mortar amsunition and field artillery amsunition.

The Swedish Trase Delegation hes asde official request for
the release of deslgns lor searchlighte, anti-tank guns snd smmuni-
tion, machine guns, small arms asmunitlon, takis, wire, range finders,
field artillery snd trench mortar ammumition, ges masks, redic equip=
ment, and certaln naval itema. These requssts are belng processed in
the ¥ar and Navy Departments and it soess probable that most of their
requests can be proaptly approved becsuse many of the itesp have al-
ready boesn releassd,

It has besn learned that 500 Thosmpson sub-machine guns have
tean ordered snd Fesington has been approached for the supply of
5,000,000 rounds of caliber ..5 ameunition for thase guns.

The Btate Lepartment advises that the Bank of FArasil has
oponed an irrevocable letter of credit in Mew York which is presum-

ably for the purchase of twenty training plenes from North American
Aviation. The letter of credit ip sald to be for $998,528.00,

Aetion ie completed offering the Republic of Rrasil ninety
6* British guns from the surplus stocks of the Yar Department.

Thers has coms to hand a report [rom the Hartford Ordnance
Dstrict concerning foreign contracts. Of seventy-three companies
reaporting, sixty-six had elther ne export orders on thelr books or
only a small normal percentage which is flgured as a part of thelr
regular production achedules. Wany of these companies state that
they accept forelgn orders only on s contingent delivery besia and
do not pormit such orders to hold up domeatic deliveries. It is
interesting to note that two machine tool companies in thia district
have & distribution as follows:
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Hendey ¥uchine Companyr  40% of thelr output to go abroad.

Listributlon - France 171 machines
England 59 .

The Bridgeport Bracs Compeny in the Hartford Plstrict has
orders for 10,000,000 pounde of brass shest and eastings for Fussia
and 2,000 long tons of wire for Fngland.

BRMINGTON ARNS COMPANY

As Remington Arms Company has besn approsched by various for-
elgn countries for quotations on s=all arms sssunition, the atiached

mumsariss will be interesting to show the scops of the inculries being

recelved by that firm,

CHAE, HINEE,
Colonel, U. £. Army;
Chairman, Clearance Comeittes,
Army and Navy Munitloms Board,

2 Inclosures,
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WARHINGTON

February 28, 1940.

Denr Fa,

Enclosed for the information of
the President is Report Mo. 26 on the
subject of "Forelgn Inquiriss for Produs-
tion of Munitlons.”

Bincerely yours,

A

Oenarsl E. . Watson
Secretary to the Proesldent
The White Houss

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Secretery of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Assistent Secretery of War
The Assistent Eecretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operatlions
SUBJECT: Foreign Incuiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In sccordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign incuiries for militery egquipment, the
following notes are made:

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

Confirmation hes been received that the Union of South Africa
has placed orders as followa:

2,800 Cal. .38 Revolvers with Smith & Wesson
500,000 Yards 0.D. Tent Duck with Mt. Vernon Mills

The pricve of the revolvers is £21.50 each, which is believed
not to be excessive under current conditions.

The South Africen representative presented a note showing
that the Chief of Staff of the South African Army is studying the
procurement of about 100 Pack Howitzers and 150,000 rounds of ammu-
nition for these guns. It was suggested that the South African au-
thority be informed of the factors in procuring guns and emmunition
from this country. This information was duly cabled to that Govern-
ment. It hes since been learmed that the South African Government
will not pursue this procurement any further because of the long
time necessary to obtain deliveries.

SKEDEN

The Winchester Company is cuoting to the Swedish Trade Del-
egation on 10,000,000 rounds of 9 mm Parsbellum cartridges. These

ere for the European type of submachine gun.

CONHBENHAL

AoreT .
g &5

{r1eJa]] j[eaascoy °



Frankll

RECLAS

The Swedish Delegation hes also asked for further informa-
tion concerning the practicability of procuring tanks of our design.

The War and Navy Departments have agreed on an answer to be
given the Swedish Trade Delegation concerning their request for re-
lease of certain designs of military equipment for negotiatione for
foreign sale. Within a few days the President's Liaison Committee
will be informed of thie action.

BRAZIL

It has been learned that Brazil has ordered four Link Avia-
tion Trainers at a price of $6,000 each.

NOEWAY

The Sperry Compeny advises that it has an order from Norway
for sixteen 60" searchlights. Deliveries will be accomplished earlier
than would have otherwise been the case because there has been a delay
on the part of the Brazilian Government in placing a firm order for
gearchlights.

MEXICO

The Mexican Ambassador has informed the State Department that
his government is studying the possibility of purchasing war muterial
in the United States. The list submitted included airplenes, rifles,
rifle ammmition, 75 mm guns and ammunition, light machine guns, 13.2
am anti-sireraft machine guns, and light combat cers. He further ad-
vised that the Bmbassy is charged with the purchase of this material
and has not yet concluded a contract with any manufacturer.

IRTISH FHEE STATE

The Legation of the Irish Free State has sent a negative
report that they have no orders in this country.

INDUSTRIAL FURNACE MANUFACTURERS ASS'N.

The Industrial Furnace Manufacturers Association has furnished
the Committee with a report on its export orders as of February 20th.
It is noted that the orders are not large and that the forelgn coun-
tries concerned are France, Canada, South Africa and Russia.
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NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY, INC.

The National Carbon Company has reported its shipments of
manganese ore, ferro manganese, and silico menganese to its foreign
affiliate battery assembly plants. The report includes Janusry 3let
and involves relatively small quantitles needed for the msmufacture
of storage batteries.

CHAS. HINES,
Colonel, U. 5. Army,
Chairmsn, Clearance Committee,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.
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Merch 13, 1940

Dear Pa,

Enclosed for the information
of the President is Report No., 27 on

the subject of "Forelgn Inguiries for
Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,
ecm_l;gw“'/

General E. . Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 4, 1940.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Secretary of liar = S%¢g g
The Secretary of the Navy fﬂf:?fﬁij
The Assistent Secretery of Lar - Date. ?-;
The Assistont Seerstary of the Havy 7 - 2o
The Deputy Chief of Staff SJ@Itcu-.
The Chief of Naval Operations "B,
SUBTECT: Foreisn Inguiries for Production of Munitions. "’thf

e T

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a briel revort on foreisn inouiries for militery edulpment, the
follovine notes are mndes

GREAT BRITAIN

The Anglo-French Purchasing Boerd has submitted a recuast
which is now under consideration to permit visits of British lationals
to various commercial mamufacturing establishmenta in this eountrv where
the British have orders placed or expect to place orders. Ifrom this ra-
quest it has been learned thet British and Australian contracts alrendy
placed are 26 in number and that three more are in negotiation. The
list indicates that 42 firms have received these contracts. Further de-
tails are being sought from the Board.

The Atlas Powder Company advises that mnother contract for
T.N.T. has been made by that comnunv., Thisis for enother T.N.T, unit
of 750,000 1bs. a month cepacity, It will be recalled that note was
made of a contract for the first of these T.N.T. units in a recent revort.
This new information indicutes thnt the Pritish now have contracted for
new capacity with Atlas Powder Company of 1,500,000 lbs. = month.

Remington Arms Company advises an order for 3,000,000 caliber
+45 ball cartridges is under discusaion with them.

It has been learned informally that the British Mey be interested
in proeuring tonks in this country nnd thet the Americnn Army model will be
considered. The nolicies poverning relesse of Ameriesn designs for nego-
tiztion have besn exnleined to +he Secretory of the Anglo-French Purchasing

Board.
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The Finnish Legation has advised that Lgognbseets for com- widh
ponents of 81 mm trench mortar ammunition have been placed., These
contracts cover 150,000 rounds with an option for 150,000 additional.

EINLARD pate- 7 - >5

. The Legation is now proceeding with the placement of con-
tracts for 75 mm gun ammunition,

- A new firm called The International Engineering & Insvection
Corporation has been designeted by the Finnish Legation to make their
inspections of orders placed. This firm is an American Cornoration and
it i= believed that their intention is to develop an inspection organ—
ization which ean also serve other foreirn govermmsnts,

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Legation of South Africa is inouiring for 2,500,000
caliber .38 ball cartridges. These are for the 8300 caliber .38
revolvers recently ordered from Smith & Vesson. The names of Hemington
Arms Company and Viinchester Repeating Arms Company wers furnished to
the Legation and it is understood that Remington Arms Company exnects
to quote on this order.

Remington Arms Company, Winchester Repeating /rms Company
and Savage Arms Company are quoting on the supnly of 1,000 commercial
model celiber .22 rifles.

A revort has been received from the Leegation that machine 7
tool orders totaling about 9,000.00 have been placed.

SHEDEN

War Department action has been completed aprroving release
of certain U. S. Army designs for negotiation for foreign sale. This
action has been transmitted to the President's Liaison Committse with
the reouest that the Swedish Government be advised.

An order has been placed with Anaconda Wire & Cable Cornor-
ation for 21,450,000 feet of single conductor field wire.

Informetion has also been obtained that 100,000 gas masks
have been ordered from the General Tire and Rubber Corporation.

An order has been placed with lemington Arms Comreny for

5,000,000 caliber .45 ball cartridges to be used with the 500 Thompson
Submachine runs recently purchased direct from Sweden. Another order is

D
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under discusrion with Winchester Repeating Arms Company for 10,000,000
9 mm Parsbellum cartridges.

The principal remsining interest of the Swedes at the
present time iz to procure 100 tanks and = quantity of anti-tank runs
vith ammunition. I% seems nrobable that they will wish to place an order
with an Americin manufacturer now in vroduction on the irmy model of
light tank.

The Swedish Trade Delegation is hostening its activities
because they expect to leave on March 13 and seil for Sweden on March

16th, It is understood that one man will be left behind to adminigter
the contraets rlaced.

MERTCAN THON

The American Iron and Steel Institute hes furnished a
tabulation of date for iron and steel production for foreign shivment

on the books as of Jamuary 1, 1940. This wag a forecast for the

period up to July 1lst =nd includes dats on 95 companies. From this
revort it has been learned that the foreign comnitments are relatively
small. Out of 248,000 tons on order only 32,000 are for foreism account.

For the Clearance Committee, Lrmy & Navy Munitions Board.

CHAS, HIHFE,
Colonel, U, =, ‘rmy,
Chairmen, Clearance Cormittee,
Army and Nevy Munitions Board.

Franklin D. Reosevelt Library
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

ﬂEj.:.l.-,J.'? ]j?fiﬂ ( i3 :
1

My dear Pa,

Enclosed is Report Ne. 30 on
the subject of Foreign Inguiries for Produc-
tion of Munitions for the President's
information.

Sincer yours,
s T —

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure



» fl‘:..'{'.. r tooeeval ¢ lel‘l.‘!'m
‘Iln‘.-r-:-— ; — BLGL!" ,1 /

160 L

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING
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March 3571950, @V
REPORT._NO._30.

MEMOFRANDUM FOR: The Secretery of Var
The Secretery of the Navy
The Assistent Secretary of War'
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Steff
The Chief of Nevel Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

l. In accordance with ingtructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign inquiries for militery ecuipment, the
following notes ere made:

GREAT BRITAIN

A contract dated March 11, 1940, with the Curtiss ¥Wright
Corporation has come to hand indiceting that Grest Britein has recently
ordered the following:

600 GR1820-G2054 Engines
600 GR2600-A5B Engines

The deliveries are &5 follows:

GR-1820 engines - First 10 — June 30, 1940
Complete February 28, 1941
GR-2600 engines — First 9 — March 31, 1940

Complete February 28, 1941

The British Embassy has furnished & stetement of orders
for supplies for militery and navel use pleced in the United Stetes
during the period of February 19th to February 29th. The stefement
is atteched hereto.

BELGIUM
The Belgian Embassy has informed the State Department that

the Belgien Military Mission to the United Stetes, now returned home,
ordered the following: ;
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BELGIUM (Continued)
Date- ?"'? -]o
40 Adrplanes from the Brewster plants; ‘9.-
96 12.7 mm caliber machine guns from the.Colt . ?V
Patent Fire Arms Co.; o -
10 TViright G 105-A spare engines for airplanes, and also
10 Curtiss propellers from same compeny, these two orders
being given to the Wright Aeronauticel Corporation
through the Brewster Company;
4 Wright Whirlwind engines to equip training planes in
Belgium;
Epare parts for the engines, propellers and the Erewster
airplanes.

CHILE

Further conf'erences were held with the ESpeciszl Ambassador
from Chile on March 19th and 20th concerning armement requirements.
No decisions on purchase of surplus armement offered to the Chileans
have as yet been made, FEstimated prices were given to the Ambagsador
for items contained in & list of new armament now being congidered for
procurement in this country.

BRAZIL

In connection with the sale of é-inch guns to Brazil, tech-
nical information on these guns has been furnished. The Braziliasng
are now interested in going shead with the purchese of some surplus
™ and 12" seacoest guns and we were informally advised that the money
will be available scon for thelr purchase. As stated in other reports,
the Brazilian Government intends to overhaul these guns at a commerciel
esteblishment and wlll no doubt arrange for the construction of carriages
for such seacosst guns as may be sold to them. There is one ectivity at
the present time in gathering technicel information on the seacoast guns
for the Brazilisn representative.

SWEDEN

The State Department has advised thet there ig no objection
on grounds of forelgn policy to the sale of surplus 75 mm guns and
8-inch howitzers to the Swedish Government. On March 23rd the Swedish
representative was informed that his Government must give a guarantee
that these guns are for the use of the Swedish Government and will not
be reexported.




ANGLO-FRFNCH REQUIREMENTS FOR
ATRCRAFT

The Anglo-French reguirements for aireraft referred to in
the last report are still under consideration. It seems probable
thaet the Joint Board will have to act on this matter.

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board:

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. S. Army,
Cheirmsn, Clearance Committee,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.

1 Enclosure
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BRITICH PURCHASING COMMISSION

TEMENT

OF ORDERS FOR SUPPLIES FOR MILITARY OR JAVAL USE

Placed in the United States by the United Kingdom Government
Through or with the knowledge of the British Purchesing Commizsion
From February 18, 1940 to February 29, 1940

s

Date of | :pprnxinm+c" 1ivery
Item | Order Supplier Degcription Quantity |Value of e nadule
et L0 - e S
kTR VINTSTAY OHDERS S e e S
i I
| |
1. | Jan.22 | Lockheed Aircraft | De-icing ecuip- | - 7E,000 |Uarch
Corp. ment for 200 Hud-, L840
gon bombers (ir | Jan,
Mirdetry iter 57 1941
| on Statemunt of !
Dee, 15/2¢ i
2. | Jan. 22| Lockheed Aircraft | De-ieing equip- | - 75,000, | Avgust
Corp. ment for 200 - 1940
Model 32 Bombors ‘ April
(iir Ministry 1941
| item #1 on Stat o |
ment of Feb. 2E, i
1940) |
I
5. |Feb,20 | United Aircraft Sparc Parts for 22 1,817, |June
Corp. Tusp Junior eng- | 20,
ines (Adr linis- | 1940
try item #8 on
|5mtm¢m of’
Feb. 28/40
|
4. |Feb.20 | Douglas Aircraft DE-TE Borbkor | 150 |20,0E8,740. |Oct.
Co. Airframee | 1940
Propellers LED July
! | plus 1941
A 0
Ispnrus |
5. |Foeb.2% | Brewster Asro- |
nautical Corp. i Hand Inertic 120 ! 155,000 |lay
Librery, lﬁurtcrm for 120 | 1940~
PRSI | Modul 529 Pursutt | Feb,
E Planes "(Atr Min- 1 1941
igtry itom #6 on |
Lgeo.e (8/87/68) Statement of Feb. |
268/40)
Crating, tc. for| [
plancs |
| \
|
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Date of i) proximate| Delivery
Item| Order Suppliecr Description fuantity | Vaiue of Schoduic
Ordeyr B
“““““ MINIETRY OF SUPPLY ORLERS R
Fcb.25 | Atlus Powdor Co. TH.T. 6,250 52,000,000 70 start

In addition a loan
of $760,000 has
boen advanecd for
the oxtension of
plant at Atlas, Mo. |

Two-thirdsz of
the above order,
inecluding loan has
been aceigned by
the British Govt.
to the Fr., Govt.

tons Ogt. 3

ADUIRALTY ORDERS
1 |Feb.21 | National Co. Hational | 70 ! 16,285 |To
Malden, Mass, HRD Etanderd i sturt
fizdio Re- i Mar.25,
cclvirs & 1840
LecLESOTY
caulpment
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MEMOR/MDUM FOH: The Secretury of Tar
The Secretary of the Navy
The Aessistunt Seoretary of Mar
The Aselstant Eecroetar: of the Hevy
The Deputy Chief of Ctaff
The Cidef of Nawval Operations

EUBJECT: Forelgn In uiries for Produetion of Munitiones

1. In accordsnce with instructions to subeit fros time to
tive o brief report on forelgn in uiries for militar- eculpment. &
following notes ore mades e e b

GHELT BIJTAIE

. 1_1‘ =:11ruat dated Mareh 11, 1940, with the Curtiss Tright
-orporation has come to hand indieating that Gpest =
ordere’ the following: i ]

600 GRIBZO-GROSA Ingines
600 GR2G00-i5E  lLngines

Too deliveries are zs followe:

1820 engines - First 10 — Jume 59, 1940
Complete Februury 28, 1047

2600 engines - First § — Maren 71, 1040
Complets Februscy 26, 1940

The Eritish Embacey hee furnished e rtatement of orders
for supplies for silitary and nawal use placed in the United Etstes
during the perlod of Februery 20th to Februery 28th. The stotesent
$c sttoched hereto.

EEOITN

The Delginn Ecbacsy bae inforeed the Utate Departaent that
the Belgimn Eilitery Mission to the United States, mnow returned home,
ordered the folloving:

—GONFBENTIAT
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BEWOIUN (Continued) | *%e-.

e W,
airplunes from the Brewster plants O -
1i.7 e caliber muchine gune from the Colt
Patent Fire irme Co.j
Wright G 108=4 sjure engines for air;lanes, and also
Curtiss propellers from some oompany, these two orders
being given to the Tright ieromauticel Corporetion

h the Prewster Coapany)
4 Vright ¥hirleind engimer to e ulp training  lanes in
Belgiumj
Epare paris for the engines, .ropeller: and the Draw-
ctar alrplanes.

& R&

LAILE
Further conferencer were held »ith the Epecial Ambuswesdor
from Chile on March 19th and 20th concerning armament re-ulrecents.
Ho declelons on purchare of surplur armament offered to the Chileans
mve ar yet been made, Estimated ;rices were given to the Anbassador
for itens contsined in a iist of nev armament nor belng concidered for
pjrocurement in thie country.

siwcll

In comnection with the sale of €-inch guns to Drazil, tech-
nical information on these gums-bhas been furnished. The Draszdlisns
are now interested in going aleed with tle purclzse of some urplus
7" and 12% seaconst gune and we were informally advised th.t the money
will be availsble soon for their purcinse. is stated in otier reports,
the Brasilisn Government intends to overluul these gunr at » commer-
elsl establislment and will no doubt arrenge for the construection of

es for such sencoast guns ae may be sold to thems There is some
aetivity ot the present time in gothering technicsl information om the
rencoaet guno for the Prusilisn representative,

The State Department has advised thet there is no objoction
on grounde of foreign policy to the sale of eurplur 75 mm guns snd
B-inch howitzer: to the Ewedish Covernment. On March 285rd the Swodlish
re;recentstive =as informed that hies Covernment sust give a guarantes
that these gunr are for the use of the Svedish Govermment and will mot
bo resxoorted,



Ay

The Anglo-French re ulrements for sirer.ft referred to in
the lust recort ure still under conelderatl N,

I\ pesns prolable
that the Joint Bourd »1ill 'mve to act on this matter.

For the Clearance Commitites, Army & Havy Munitions Board,

CHAS, HINES,
Colonel, U. E. Army,
Chairman, Clearsnee Committee,
Arny and Navy Bunition: Bourd,

1 Enclosure
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/ BRITISH PURCHASING CorfiiIssion
STATEMENT OF ORDERS FOR SUPPLIES FOR MILITARY OR HAVAL USE
Placed in the United States by the United Kingdom Government
Through or with the knowledge of the British Purchasing Commissicon
From February 189, 1840 to February 29, 1840
Date of Approximate Il ivery
Item | Order Supplier Description Quantity |Velue of |Schudule
e SO E: o P
AIR WINTETRY ORDERS il L__“"___'_' R AR
I
1. | Jan.22 | Lockheed Aireraft | De-icing ecuip- | - 78,000 |March
Corp. | ment for 200 Hud-, LOg3
gon bombers (Alr | Jar.
Minlgtry iten #7 | 1941
on Statemenl of |
Dec, 15/%9 t
2. | Jan. 22| Lockheed Aircraft | De-lcing equip- J - 75,000, | august
Corp. ment for 200 . 1940
Wodel 32 Bowbore 1I April
(Air Ministry I 1941
1 tem #1 on Stute-|
ment of Feb. 2L, !
1940) |
3. |Fob.20 | United Alircraft Sparc Parts for | 22 1,917. | June
Corp. fasp Junior eng- 20,
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTOMN

April 2, 1940.

My dear Pa:

Enclosed is Report No. 31
on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for
Production of Munitions for the information
of the President.

Sincerely yours,

[ Tt

General E, M. Watson
Secretery to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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MFMORANDUM TO: The Secretery of War
The Secretzry of the Hawvy
The Aseistont Secretarr of War™
The Assistant Seeretarr of the Nawvr
The Derity Chief of Stuffl
The Chiecf of Hawvel Overntions

SUBJECT: Foreipn Inouiriee for Production of Munitione

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief revort on foreien incuirics for militery eouipment, the
followine notes sre mode:

GHEAT ERITAIN

The Anglo-French Purchlasine Eoerd has recuestad aseistsnee to
the Atlns Powder Company in the loan or lease of ammonis oxidation
ermivment (for -roduction of nitrie acid) now stored at Pieatinny
Arsenal., Parsllel action,by erplieation to the Chief of Ordnance, hos
been taken by the Atlas Powder Compeny because that firm is wnable to
rurehnee such eruirment in time to vermit of initintion of nlent rro-
duction eetivitics in the summer of 1940, It w1l be recolled thet the
Atlas Powder Compsny has lnrre T.H.T. orders from the Allies. The
ecuipment eoncerned is stored at Picatinny Arsenal at the present time
in war reserve, and it would seem to be a preat advantere to the Govern-
ment to have it instelled and in eperetion br & nrodueine eommensy,
There sre ecortein leral shetaeles which =nv nrevent the Uar Denartment
from allowine the Atles Powder Comreny to pet thie ecnirment from the
Governmept, These obstacles are beins reviewed at the present time.

If the Comrany i~ net eble to secure this ecuipment from the Covernment
it seems improbeble thet it will be able to meet ite rroduetion sched-
Mnlas for the British contract,

Duringe the nnet week a study wes eommleted of the armement re-
ruirements tn meet the rroieeted Anelo-French sireraft vroeram. Con-
pultation with the Colt's Petent Fire arme ilamufecturins Comvanvy
reprecentatives revealed thot the large recuirement of some 52,000
machine puns and 2,000 smnll ecarnon esn not be met from existing feeil-
ities of that company. Cepabilities of the firm were evonluated in
their relation to U, &. Government re-nirements snd the exrension
neceseary to meet Anrlo=French recuirements determined. There is no
escane from the necegsity for a new nlant even if lihersl emeessions
for rriority over ocur owm orders were grented.

&



S L granklin D. Reossvelt Librery

DEGLASSIFIED
BUB ﬂlR 5200.9 {9{31;“}

tate- P37 =70

FINL/ND . ;
The Ewedish Government offieially withdrewi#¥e Féiest for e

the mirch=age of P00 75 mm mime ond 52 E-ineh bhovitrzers offered from
the surnlue ermament of the Viar Department., The Finnish Government
immedistely a-plied for these weanons and conferences revenlsd timt
it wae the intention from the outset that Sweden wonld buy these gpme
for Pinland, Since Finland is now at Teace, the gsle to that Govern-
mert wonld not contravene the President'd noliev that no sales of
gurnlug armement will be made to nations aetually in econfliet. The
epnrovel of the State Denartment hae boen ohteined and petivities sre
in nroeress a2t the precent time to turn there weanons over to the
Finnish rerresentatives under the rrovieions of the fet of June 5,
1920 and st the orices established by the Seeretery of Var.

The Finnish orders for srmement in thi= country are being
carried throueh as oririnally vlarmed. The chief modification hes
been in an order for 75 mm field run ammunition where it seemr that
the Finng mav deecide to mirchaee components rether then comnlete
rounds. The view has been taken by the Clenrnnce Committee thet it
would be nreferable to produce the comnlete round s orieinnlly nlanned
ginee it would involve the creation of loadine capacity which is eadly
laekin~ in this country at the present time.

BELGTUR

The Belrien Armbagesdor visited the office a few deve apo and
eteted thet hie ~overnment 10 interested in the new ~olier for relense
of airereft and would like +o telk to the mernufecturers to obtoin
immedintely 40 sinele geater smrevdt nlenes enrohle of soeede from
=75 o A0 miles an hour, He snid that Ys Government ir willine to
take delivery in 1041, As the new policy on relesge of airnlesnes
referred to eleevhere 4in this revort ammlies to s11 foreign Fovern-
mente, the Ambassador wes referred to the Chalrman of the President's
Tdatiron Committee to state his needs and pet authority to confer with
may e ctureres. '

A renort hoe been reeeived thet the Pollak Manufacturine Compony
exneete to pirn 2 eontract with the French Government for the monufae-
ture of 6,000,000 RYG fuues for use in emall ealiber ghelle, This i=s
nartianl confirmation of a recort nreviously received thot the French
are in the merket for 12,000,000 fazes, The Pollak Mamufucturine Co.
axnects to set un o new nlent emnlorine about 450 neople 1f ther ohWbain
thir order, and nrovores the rather optimietic pronnsition of ecompletion
of the order by Sepbember of this wenr.
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The Danish Lecation has furnished information thet the Danish
GCovernment has two smill orders in this country. These total only
about £5,200.

HETHERLANDS

From the Remington Arms Company it is learned thot thn Hown?
Netharlsrds Argenn] wiebh seintaine on a®fi o 4An New York i armorent-

1lv agidne for -uotations on 25,000,000 rovmds of ealiber %11 err-
tridees and 26,000,000 rounds of caliher 256 cartridees,

TIGOSLAVIA
The Militery pttache of the Yuroslnvy Lerntion advires thnt
his Oovernment ie sti1l nesotintine with several mamufeeturers for
+re nroduction of BO snti-sireraft puns and ammmition, and 100 57

mm enti-tank rumEe 2nd ampmapition,

RELEASE. OF ATRCRAFT DESIGNS

Durine the past week some imnortant decisions hove heen taken
coneernine the relense of onr lotert models of airera«ft for foreipn
enle, Followine a conference with the President, the Secretary of
viar went before the Kilitary Affairs Commitiee of the House on larch
87¢h and anmovmeed o new nolier which will ruide the VWar Denoriment
in its sttitude tormrd the forelen sale of aireraft. A copy of this
policy is attached hereto.

The Chairman of the President's Lieison Committee immedistely
called severn) meetines of the aireraft, engine, end accessories manu-
facturers nnd exnlained to then the temtative nrocedure for the releare
of items mnder the new nolicy.

To initiste the new noliey, the Chairmen of the Presfdentls
Tisison Committee hag been advised that tlere will be no ohiretion on
the nort of the VWar Depertment to initinl disgussions of certuin reeent
models of mireraft by -rosnective forelen murchesers with the momufae-
turere poncerned, Letters have also been sent to the monufzcturers
instructine them to contset the War Deportment for the eonditions un ler
which conversatioms with foreirn representatives mey be earried on.

By these stens it is exnreted thet nroduetive en weity will be

——GONFHBEHA
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GOVERIMENT POLICY Oli ATRCRAFT FOREINH SALES

The Vaor Denartment now hos a prest meny nlanes wnder contract
for deliverr to the Air Corna, but becruse we are acouiring an in-
crensins productive ennacitr, the necessitr for esrlv delivery of
other thnn oversting eruioment is no lonrer =0 rressine, There-
fore, we are adjusting the Government foredisn salies noliev to con-
form to the followine:

Vhen it is to the adwmntape of tho notionel Aefencae,
the War Depertment will nepotinte for deferred deliveriaes
on contriet nlanes. If manmafacturers take adwmntacre of
forelen orders, then, prior to relessze for enle shroad,
manufaeturers ehnll apree to necent chanre orders on
exdsting War Deportment contraects. The Covernment mist
be fully nrotected and any suthorized delevs mst not
interfere with the deliverv of eruipment for mite imme-
dintely necessary for our deofence noeds.

The relence nolier for foreirn sale of our mont
modern deeisne will be liberalired to accomplish the
foregolng, to further stimulste productive ecapacity,
end to insure imoroved tvpes of nlones for our forces.
Fach such gase must be decided on its merite. Prior
to the release of any of omr designs for sale sbroad,
the manufacturer mist negokizte with the far Depert-
ment for such choneres in those modelr whiech are under
controct for the Imited States Army in order to insure
thmt iroroved tvoes of sirrloners sre delivered to the
Tinr Dancrtment.

Wo militarvy geeret will be divilred or relessed to
any forei-n purchager of militery airninnes.

Neither desirna omned by the Tier Department nor mnu-
fneturer—-omed deciens over vhich the War Department h-s
control, will be releagsed for mnufacture or detailed
ssnembly abroad,

Forelgn povernments miet sneree to furnich us Ml
and complete information on the desien, ecuipment, and combot
nerformonee of Areriean-made planee.

Wareh 25, 1040,

0PY



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON \ L-

April 13, 1940

Dear Pai

Enclosed for the President's
information is Report No. 32 on the subject
of Foreign Inguiries for Production of
Munitions.

Sincerely yours,

General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretery of War Cc o
The Secretery of the Navy P
The Assistent Secretary of War - <
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy a
The Deputy Chief of Staff G i
The Chief of Navel Operetiong '
SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

& brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow-
ing notes ere made:
FINLAND
The Militery Atteche of Finland visited the War Department and
turned over & check in payment for surplus 75 mm guns end S-inch howitzers
sold to that country, hetivities are now in progress to ship this

materiel. A Finnish ship is expected late in April, which will visit the
harbors of New York and Baltimore and take eboard materiel concentrated

&t these points,

The Legetion has instructions to purchase 230 additional caliber

+50 aireraft machine guns.
Manufaeturing Company indicate that deliveries on the commercial model

of this gun, in the numbers desired, can be &ccomplished by October 15,
1940.

9 mm caliber, deliveries to be completed within three months, This is
the gun designed by Mr. Wesson of that Company, which Captain Hard of
the Swedish Trade Delegation tested and found satisfactory for their needs.

Another contract has been placed with York Safe & Lock Compeny for

1,000 depth charges on which delivery is to be completed by the end of
August, 1940. These depth charges are not to be loaded in thie country,

B
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A current contract with Remington Arme Compeny for caliber .45/ °//%8)
ammmition is progressing satisfactorily with preaetically no rejections
on inspections.

Action is elso in progress to scquire the mchinar}‘ for a 9 mm
cartridge plant capable of producing 9,000 cartridges an hour. It is
understood that this plant will be set up in Sweden &s & reserve car-
tridge plant, The Delegetion is conferring with wariocus manufacturers
of machinery suitable for such a plant.

The Delegation is also attempting to buy megnesium powder. Ten
tons of this powder have been bought and difficulty is being experienced
in purchasing ten additionel tong. The information on these difficulties
was passed to the National Association of Manufacturers with the request
that they inform the Swedish Trade Delegation as to possible stocks in the
hands of jobbers.

NOEWAY

Seceral Curtiss Wright contracts have come to hand which indicate
that Norway has on order 110 GR-1820 engines, deliveries to begin in
August, 1940 end to be completed in May, 1941. Another contract is for
36 Hawk 75-A airplenes, with completion dste December 31, 1940. This
firm has also issued a license to assemble, manufacture and sell the Hawk
T5=4 sirplane in Norwey for a period of 5 years.

BRAZIL

Letion ie in progress to sell to the Republic of Brezil the fol-
lowing surplus property:

90 6-inch pune - previously referred to in these reporte.
12 7-inch guns
26 12-inch guns

It is understood that the funds to purchase these puns have been re-

ceived by the Embassy and the Militaery Attache was informed a few days
ago as to the amount of the check which he should submit.

FRANCE

A Curtiss Wright contract with France dated February 1, 1940
indicates the sale to thet country of the following:

952 C-532-8 propellers
925 C-532-D propellers
500 ©-5315-S8 propellers

Deliveries are to begin April 30, 1940 and end February 28, 1941.

Sl - P e | e
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BELGIUM

The Belgian Ambessador has advised that his country desires to
take advantage of the new relesge poliecy for aircraft and order 4O
faet pursult planes for delivery early in 1941. His request for nego-
tiation for our latest models will be granted.

vy TA

The Anglo-French Purchasing Board requested that & loan or lease
of government-ovned ammonie oxidation equipment to the Atlas Powder
Compeny be authorized. The equipment referred to is stored at Pica-
tinny Argensl and is a part of the war reserve of speciel machinery.
It will be recalled that the Atlas Powder Company has & large contract
with the British for the production of T.N.T. but the firm ies unable to
ascquire the ammonis oxidation equipment for the early deliveries de-
sired by the British. While it is possible to lease equipment to a
commercial mamufecturer, the return of the identical equipment in this
cese would not be practiceble since it would have to be incorporsted
into the structure of the plant. This being the case the War Depart-
ment has found that it can not agree to the lease of the equipment
desired to the Atlas Powder Company.

AUSTRALIA
A contract with United Aireraft Corporation indicates that an
egent for the Commonwealth of Australia has purchased 100 Hamilton
Standard controllable pitch propellers.

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board:

‘canklin 0. Roossvelt Library %
- "" i .;:t.:i —y +

CHARLFES HINES,

JUL LI 5200, (9/27/58% Colonel, U. S, Army,
Cheirman, Clearance Committee,
onte- J=aF-2° Army end Navy Munitions Eoard.
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Heport No, 2-.

MEMOHANDUM T0; The Secretary of Rar
The Secretary of the Navy
The issistant Secretary of War
The Assistent Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chlef of Staff
The Chief of Nevel Operations

EUBJECT: Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Mhmitions
l. In secordance with instructions %o sulmit from time to tims

& brief report on foreign inquiries for militery equiment, the follow-
ing notes are made:

TR
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turned over a eheck in peyment for surplus 75 mm guns snd 8-inch howitszers
nldhﬂlnm. hetivities are nov in progress to ship this
materisl. 4 ship is expected late in April, which will wisit the
herbors of New Xork and Baltimore end take aboard materiel concentrated

at these points,
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A current contreot with Remin, ton Aras Company lor callber .45
amsunition is ;rogressing satisfactorily with ;racticelly no rejections _
on inspectiona, 72370 M1

-
+

Action is elso in progress to sequire the mechinery for & 9 mm . of 50os
cartridge plant capable of preducing 9,700 cartridges an hour. "It is
undargtocd that this ~lant will be pet up in Swedan s & reperve car=-
tridge plant. The Delsgation is conferring with verlous senufueturers
of moghinery suitable for such a plemt.

The Delegation is also ettempting to buy megnesium powder. Ten
tons of this powder have been bought and difficulty is being experienced
in purchasing ten edditionsl toms. The information on these difficulties

the Hational Associstion of Manufscturers with the request
that they inform the Swedish Trede Delegation e to possible stocks in the

Several Curtiss Wright contragtes hiswe come to hand which indicate
engines, deliveries to begin in
August, 1940 and to be completed in ley, 194l. Another contract is for

36 Hawk T9=A airplenes, with completion date December 31, 1940. Thin
firm hae also issued & licenss to asseuble, mamulscture snd sell the Mawk

T5=A alrplene in Norwey for & periocd of § years,

Hanell

Agtiom is in ;rogress to sall to the Republie of Brazll the fol-
lowing surplus property:

G=ingh gums - previously referred to in these rejports.
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The Delglen Asbagsodor hee odvised that his country desires to
ke sdveniwge of the new relesse policy for sirereft snd crder 40
fept purpuit planes for delivery eerly in 1941. His request for nego-
tietion for our latest wodels will be grented.

SREAT BRI

The inglo-French Purchaping Boerd requested thet & loan or leese
of government~omned smmoni: oxidation eqpuijment to the Atlse Powder
Cospeny be authorised, The equi ment reforred t¢ ie stored at Pice-
Argpensl and 1o & part of the war reserve of special machinery,
be recelled that the Atlas Powder Conpeny hap & lerpe contract

Dritish for the production of T.H.Ts but the firm is unable to
the amsonis oxidation equipment for the eurly deliveries de-
by the British. While it is possible to lease equipnent to a
consercial sanufecturer, tie return of the identical equipment in this
ocase would not be pructiceble since it would have o be incorporeted
into the structure of the plant, This being the case the Wer Depert-
went hes found that 1t can not agroe to the lessa of the gquipnamt
depirad to the Atlug Powder Company.

AUSTRALLA

A contragt with United Alrereft Corporetion indicates that an
agent for the Commonwealth of Australia hae purchesed 100 Hamiltem
Standard controllables piteh propallera,

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Hunitions Doard:
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

April 18, 19.0.

n—

Dear Pa:

Enclosed herewith for the
information of the President is Report
No. 33 on the subject of Foreign Inguiries

“Tor Production of Munitions.

Sincerely yours,

General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House
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MEMORANLUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time
a brief report on foreign incuiries for military equipment, the fol-
lowing notes are made:

EINLAND

The Trojan Powder Company hes sold to the Government of Finland
507,000 pounds of T.N.T.. The averasge price is 28¢ a pound.

It ie understood that the Finnigh Legation has made incuiries
of Winchester Repeating Arms Company concerning the possibility of
cancelling the contraet now under way with that firm for 50,000,000
rounds of 7.62 emall arms cartridges. It seems that this order is
repidly approaching completicon and will be finished in about sewven
weeke; furthermore it would probably cost almeost as much to cancel
the order at this time ag it would to allow it to go to completlon,
and it seems probable thut the Finmiegh Legotion will urge its Govern-
ment to complete the order.

Owing to developments in Norwey,the projected shipment of ar-
tillery sold to the Government of Finland by the Unlted States
Government. hes been temporarily suspended. It is expected that
when the situation clears and it is possible to ship this materiel,
the Finne will go ahead with their, plans. Some work has been done
at Ordnance Depote in preparing this shipment.

NORTAX

Federal Laboratories, Inc. hlns sold 212 500-1b. emply bombs
to the Government of Norway. Thie order involvee only $51,000 and
it is not known at this time whether it will be carried to completion.
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FRAN

The White Motor Company has received an order for 145 6-wheeled
tank trucks with deliveries by June 1, 1940, The price paid is saild
to be $1,250,000.

Information has been received that 50 additional model 158
Vought-S8ikorsky single-engine dive bombers have been ordered. This
supplementary contract is dated April 9, 1940 and brings to 150 the
total on the contract.

An export license to the Douglas Airplsne Company indicates
that France has ordered 170 Douglas DB-7 two-engine bombers less the
engines and propellers, valued at $14,009,000. The following engines
and propellers have alsc been ordered.

340 P.& W. engines - ¥4,500,000.
540 Hamilton Standard propellers - {1,075,000.
SWEDER

The Swedish Trade Delegation is actively eonsulting manufacturers
of machinery for a supply of machines to ereate in Sweden a plant for
production of 9 mm ammumnition. The output sought is rather small, being
Dnly Q,Dm an hour.

NETHERLANDS

The Minister of the Colonies has ordered 5 Pratt & Whitney
Junicr Wasp engines.

Representatives of the Royal Netherlands Arsenal from New York
visited the office and stated tlnt it seems probable that their
mission of buying only commercial materials for the Arsenal would be
extended to include finished munitions. They were told how to go
about obtaining information and facilities for their needs and were
asked to let us know as soon as possible concerning the volume of

the Dutch needs.
GREAT BRITAIN

An order has been placed for 20 B-14 two-motor Lockheed Recon-
nzidsance bombers valued at $1,860,000.
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During the last week conferences have been held by the
Anglo-French Purchasing Board with the manufacturers of pursuit
planes. Parallel with these conferences have been arrangements
by the War Department with the manufacturers concerning change
orders to compensate United States for the release of priority
to the Anglo-French Purchasing Board for our latest model airplanes.

The War Department has released the B-17 type and the B-24
type four -engine bombers for preliminary conversations with a view
to their ultimate sale to the Anglo-French Purchasing Board. Both
of these bombers were released for negotiation less superchargers.

CUBA

The Cuban Embassy reports the following orders for the Cuban
Government in the United States:

110,000 caliber .39 eartridges with Remington
Arus Company
3,000 lbs. smokeless powder with DuPont
500 1lbs, black powder with DePont
5,000 spare perts for Springfield rifles with
ER. Fl SEdEElEF of Philﬂdﬂlphi&,l’a-

BRAZIL

A check for surplus armament sold to the Government of
Brazil has been received. This sale includes the following:

90 6B-inch guns
12 T-inch guns
26 12-inch guns

Arrangements are being made by the Bragilian Military Attache to
have the 6-inch guns overhauled in a commercial establishment. It
seems probable that barbette carriages for the 12-inch gune will be
ordered in this country and some assistance is being given the Bra-
zilian Military Attache in suggesting suitable firms and personnel
who might design and manufacture these carriages. The 7-inch guns
are on railway mounts but no decision has as yet been reached whether
these also will be overhauled in the United States.
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S TAND, OIL COMPANY

A report has been received from the Standard 0il Company of
New Jersey concerning their foreign shipments of petroleum products
in the first quarter of 1940. Actual shipments in the first quarter
were lower than the estimates furnished by the firm several months
ago. The most notable exception is in lubricating oil. The firm
advises that the principal reason for failure of the shipments to
match the estimates was a lack of tankers.

An estimate of the probable shioments in the second quarter
was also furnished but a caution was attached that the figures are
very uncertain in view of the invasion of Denmark and Norway.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy tions Board.

CHAS HINES,
Colenel, U, 8. Army,
Chairman, Clearance Committee,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.

Frenklin 0. Roosevelt Library
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BORHBENTHT

April 15, 1940,

Heuort No, 33

MEMOIANEUN TO1 Tie Seeretary of Tor
The Eeeretary of tle Hawy
The Arslstart Secretary of War
The iscletant Lecrotars of the Newy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Maval Operntions

ETBIECT: Forelgn Inculries for Produstion of Munitions

l: In sccordunce with instructions to submit from ti=ze io
tine u brief revort on forelen in ulries for military o-uipment,
the following notes are andes

The Trojar Powder Compeny has sold to the Covernment of Fin-
land 597,000 pounds of TNT. The aversge -rice iz "8} & pound.

It 1r understood that the Pimnieh Legation hss mede in uiries
of "inghecter Hepesting Arms Compeny concerning tie posaiblility of
cduncelling the contract now under way with that firm for 50,000,200
roumds of T.62 emall ares oartridges. It soems thet this order is
rapldly spproaching completiom snd will be rinished in about seven
woeks] furthormore it would probably ooet alsost se muck to g-noel
the ordar at tils time as 1t would to allow it to go to complotion,
snd 1L geemp probable that tie PMinnleh Legation will urge its Govern-
went to coeplete the order,

Oving to developments in Vowway, the projected ahipment of
‘rtillery sold to the Covernment of Finlund by the United (tates
Government has been temporarily suspended, It Lr expected that
when the situstion clears and it is poesible to s'dp this mvteriel,
the Finms will go ahead sith thelr plans. Eoms werk has beo: Jone
it Orédnanes Depote in prepering this shipment,

Fodorul Luboratories, Ine, bas sold ¥12 £00=1b. empty bembs
to tho Government of Worway, ThMe order involvee oniy (51,000 and
it 1s not kmown =t this tise vhotber L4 #ill be curried to completion.

Franklin . Roosevelt Library
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The White Motor Company lme recelved =:n order for 14§ é-«lesled
tank trucke with deliveries by June 1, 1840, The price puld 1s sald
to be §1,260,000,

Information hat beer recelved thot 50 alditions! model 15¢
Voug it-E1koreky single-engine !ive bombers have boen erdered, This
supplesentary contrect Lo dated aApril 9, 1940 and bringe to 160 the
total en the contraat,

An export llcsnee to the Douglap Adrplane Company indicates
that Fronce lms ordered 170 Douglus DB-T7 two—angine bombers lecs tw
engloes and propellers, walued at 314,009,000, The folloving sngiaes
and propellers have alro besn ordered,

B40 P. AW, “th.' fl,i‘:ﬂ.m
240 Hamilton ftandupd Propellers - §1,075,000,

Tie Bwadish Trade Lelegetion Lis setiwvely conoultine panufscturere
of machinery for s supply of saokines to create in Ewedsm & plunt for
prodigtion of 9 e senmition, The outjut sought Lo wathor small, beling
ml? i.'m sl Lo,

FETERGAIRE
The Binleter of the Colonies har ordered ¥ Pratt & "iitoey
Junior Vesp engines.

Ropresentatives of the Roynl Nethorlands Arrennl from New York
visited the office und steted thet it soemp probable timt thely
nlpaion of buying only ¢ommerelal msterials for tiw Arsenal would be
extended Lo Loc.ude finlsled mumitions. They were told hos to go
about obtaining informetion and facilities for thelr needs and were
agked to lot us know as soom as possible eomecerning the volume of
the Mutchk noeds,

An order hae been plaged for £0 S=l4 two-motor Lockheed Meoon-
naiosaunce bombers walued at 1,060,000,

amklin D, Huuuﬂrlt Libm,_mm
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During the laot week conferences huve been held by the
Ang lo=French Purerasing Doepd with the mepufeeturere of sursuit
planes, Parsllel »ith there conferoncer luve been arcurgevents
by the War Departnent with the mspuf.oturers concerning change
orders to compencute United States for the relesse of  slorily
to the Anglo-French Purelneing Board for our latest model airplanec.

The Ter Departsent Lo relessed tie B=I7 type and the B-14
type four-eng'ne bombers for rrelisin-ry ccowersatlons with a view
to thalr ultimste sals to the inglo-Fremeh Purchuclng Dosrd, Doth
of thede 'ombers weie released for negotistion lesr superch.rgere,

ks

The Cabun Embepsy reports the following erders for tie Cubsan
Governmont in the United Staten

119,000 enliber .58 curtridges wilh Henington
irma Com;
E5000 1lbr, swokelese powder with ont
500 lba, black powder with IuFont
35000 epare parte foar Opringfleld rif ee with
R.Pefedrocey of Phdladel tla,Pa.

Lall

A cheok for surplus armement sold to the Coveruwebt of
Srazil bas been received, This sale includes the following:

3  G=inch gume
X T-ineh guns
8 Lli=inch guns

Arrangepents are being made by the Brasilian Milltary Attuche to
tave the €-inch guns overimuled in & comsercisl establishment, It
seems probable thst barbette carrloges for the li-inch guns =ill be
ordered in this country «nd some ascistance 1s belny givem the Pra-
*llien Hilitery Attache in suggeeting sultable firms and jersonnsl
vhe might deeign and manufucture these earriges, The 7=ineh pume
are on rallmy sounte but mno doolelon bar as yet been recched shether
those slzo will be overhauled in the United ftutes,

fogenvelt Library
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A roport has been received from tie ftandard 0Ll Company of
New Jersoy concerning tledr forelgn shijpments of petrolewm products
in the first quarter of 1840, sctuzl shipments i the firet - usrter
wore lower than the estimates furnlshed by the flrm sever:l monthe
g0+ The most noteblie exce tion 1o in lubriecating odl. The firm
sdvigpes thod the prinelipel recson for fullure of the shi pente to
matdh the esatinater wup s lack of tunkers,

in estimate of the probuble sidpmente in the second uarter
wus also Purnizhbed but a eoution =a: attached th t the [igures are
very uncertain in view of the inwveeion of Deamsrk and Normay.

For the Clearsnce Committse, irmy & Buvy Muniti ae Bosrds

CHAE WISES,

m"l' U, Es Army,
Chelrman, Clearance Cows!ttes,
irmy and Navy Banitions Goerd,
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