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April 24, 1940.

My dear Pa,
Enclosed for the President's
informetion is Report No. 34 on the subject

of Foreign InguiriesTor Production of
Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

W_;.r:‘RMX"—'
General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 22, 1940.

Report No. 54

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of Far
The Secretary of the Nawvy
The Assistant Secretery of War +
The Assistant Secretary of the Havy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naewval Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In sccordence with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign incuiries for military eguipment,

the following notes are mede:
BRAZIL

In the lest report reference was made to the purchase by
the Government of Brazil of 90 6" guns, 12 7" puns end 26 12"
guns. The Militery Attache has now offered to buy & extra 7"
tubes and 2400 ermor plercing 7" projectiles. These projectiles
are in the hands of the Navy Department and will be turned over
to the Army for sale under provisions of the fet of June 5, 1920.
The extra gun tubes and the emmunition will be sold at scrap value
plus 100%, which means aprroximately $40.00 per ton.

FINLAND

The Finnish Legation hes furnished & statement of its contracts
outstanding as of April 1, 1940. Seventy contracts are listed and
all have been signed except one contract for 50,000 rifle barrels.

A newspaper report indlcates that 404 trucke shipred to Bergen
errived et that port two days before the Germen invesion of Norway
and heve apperently disappreared. These trucks were not purchased by
the Military Purchesing Commission in Washington but by the group in
Hew York buying commerciel articles under the Export-Import Bank credit.

In & recent report it was stated that the Finnieh Government has
paid for surplus field artillery sold to it. It was expected that this
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materiel would be shipped in the month of Adpril but since Narvik
was the port to be used in Norway, it seems that the shipment
will have to be indefinitely postponed until the situation clears
at Narvik and it ig possible to use the railroad to Sweden,

RUMANTA

The Rumanian Attache hag inquired whether the Government of
Rumenia can purchese from the United Stetes Government some coast
artillery batteries which have been replaced in the U, S, Army by
more modern units. He undoubtedly has reference to surplus property,
some of which is of the coast artillery type. Action is being con-
sidered to determine whether Rumania can participate in the sale of

surplus property.
CHILE

Negotiations are sti11 under wey to sell certain surplus
armement to Chile, Their interest is now for the following:

1500 Vickers mechine guns,
1500 Machine gun carts 3
100 British 75 mm guns,
g gan huﬂitzarﬂa

The date of April 24th has been set for the expiration of an
option to buy such items as Chile may require from the surplus
liBtl

Information has been received that the Chilean Military
Attache is considering costs and sources for the equipment for a
trisnpular Division. As the funds required will probably exceed
the amount available, it is doubtful whether complete egquipment
for such a Division will be purchased.,

Al FRENC ING BOARD

It is understood that several contracts have been placed
by the Board for pursnit plenes recently released for negotiation
by our Government. The details of these contracts are not yet
available,

liany recuests for visits of British and French NHationals to
American plents, either for the purvose of supervising production
on contracts already placed or for the determinstion of the capabili-
ties of such plants have been received and in most cases acted upon

favorably.
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FRANCE

The French Purchasing Commission has purchased 661,000 pounds
of brass cartridge discs from the Americen Brags Company, Waterbury,
Connecticut,

NETHERLANDS

The New York office of the Roysl Netherlends Arsenal hag
purchaged 387,700 pounds of brase discs from the American Brags
Company, laterbury, Connecticut,

SURPLUS_PROPERTY

Information has been received from the State Department that
tt least six Central amd South Americen countries are interested in
buying surplus armament. These requests will not be processed until
the Chilean Government decides what it will buy. A decision of the
Chilean Government will be rendered on April 23 » 1940, Approved
procedure on reguests for purchase of surplus armoment involve initial
reference by the State Department to the War Department of &1l inguiries,
The negotistions are then carried on by the Clearance Committes mnd such
agrecments as are finally reached &re approved by the Secretary of Stcte,
After approval by the Secretary of State, the financial and other de-
tails are turned over to the Chief of Ordnance for execution.

For the Cleerance Comnittee » irmy end Navy Munitions Boards

ARoowevelt Library CHARLES HINES,
_':'Ii‘?] Colonel, U. 5. Army.
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April 22, 1940,
Heport No, J4

MIMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Beoretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of Wer
The Assistant Becretary of the Newy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inguiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In sccordance with instructions to submit from time to
time & briefl report on foraign lnquirles for military squipment,
the following notes are made:

In the last report reference was made to the purchase by
the Government of Brasil of 90 6" gquns, 12 7" gune and 26 12"

The Military Attache has now offered to buy & extra 7"
tubes and 2400 armer plereing 7" projectilss. These projectiles
are in the hands of the Havy Department snd will be turned over
to the Army for sale under provisions of the Aet of June 5, 1920,
The axtre gun tubes and the amsumnition will be sold at serap velue
vhich means approximstaly §40.00 per tem.

The Finnish Legation has furnished a statement of its eontrects
outetanding as of April 1, 1940. Beventy contracts are listed and
all have been signed except one centrast for 50,000 rifle barrels.

A newspaper report indicates that 404 trucks shipped to Bergen
arrived at that port two days before the Cerman invasion of Norway
and have apparsntly disappearsd. These trucks were not purchased by
the Military Purchasing Commission in Weshingtonm but by the group in
buying commercial articles under the Export-Import Bank credit,

York
In & recent report it was stated that the Finnish Government has
for surplus fleld artillery sold to it. It was expected that this
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JRANCE

The Freneh Purchasing Commission has purchased 661,000 pounds
mmﬂmmmmm-m.nm,
cuts

The Ner York office of the Hoyel Hetherlends Arsemal has
jmrohased 387,700 pounds of bress discs from the Aserican Eruss
Compeny, Taterbury,

Information hes besn receiwed from the State Departmant that
&t least six Central and South Awericsn coumtries are intarssted im
buying surplus armasent. These recuests will mot be procsssed untll
the Chilsen Covermment decldes what it will buy. 4 decieion of the
Chilean Governmant will be rendered om April 23, 1940. Approved
procedurs on rejuests for purchase of surplus srmament involve lnitial
uf-uhgm&hhmmmtwmmmmntumw.
mmuﬂmﬂumﬂﬂmhwﬂummnmmm
Mumﬂnﬂh!ﬂ“mlwwmmdnﬂq.
mwwmwarmh.hmmummh-
tails are turned over to the Chief of Ordnance for execution.

For the Clearance Cosmittes, ATny and lavy Wnnitlona Doard:

CHARLEE WINES,
im0, Boosavalt Libeary  Oolensl, T. 8. Aemy,
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

June 1, 1940,

Dear Fa:
Encloged for the informaticn

of the President ig Report No. 39 on the
subject of "Foraign Inquiries for Produc-

tion of Munitionsa.®
£
General E. M. Watson
Becretary to the Pranident
The White House

Blnoe

Emclosure
Mema. 5/27/40



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

May 27, 1940
Raport No

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Assistent Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Daputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECT: Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitions

1. In accordance with ingtructions to submit from time
to time & brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

FINLAND

Surplus armament purchaged by the Government of Finland
is now being moved. One ghip has already departed and another is
due this week. Export licenses for the meteriel heve been issued.
Arrangements have been made to permit the Finnish ship to go into
Charleston Navy Yard to load 8-inch howitzer projectiles now at
the Charleston Ordnance Depot.

In connection with the urgent need for powder by the
Anglo-French Purchesing Board the Minister of Finland was asked to
determine from his Government whether & concession of 600,000 1lbs.
against the capacity of the Hercules Powder Company would be actually
used by the Finnish Government. The Minister promised to cable about
this matter and if his CGovernment does not desire to purchase this
powder it is probeble that the concession will be trensferred to the
Allies.

In previous reports reference wag mede to the sale of
caliber .50 machine guns for the Brewster planes sold to Finland
during the Finno-Russian Wer, As these gung are very similar to
our M-2 model, the Colt's Fatent Fire Arms Manufacturing Compeny
wag asked to write a manual for use in maintaining them. This
menusl has been edited in the War Department and returned to the
compeny with approval for ite supply to the Finnish Government.

Fronklin D, Roompevelt Liberary
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PANAMA

Arrengements have been completed to sell 1,000 Enfield
rifles to the Republic of Panama. It is expected that these rifles
will be shipped sometime this week via a U. §. Frult Company steem-
er, This steamer will not arrive in Panams until after the elec-
tion on June 2nd.

NETHERLANDS

The Netherlands Legation 1g wery active at the present
time attempting to secure armament for the Netherlands Indies. It
geems improbable that they will be able to purchase the materiel
desired in the immediate future. They are particularly interested
in buying 30,000 rifles and have been referred to seversl commer-
cial companies menufacturing rifles.

The War Department was asked whether some of the surplus
armament available for sale to nentrals could be sold to the Nether-
lends Indies., Particular interest wes menifested in 2,000 Vickers
machine guns. It was suggested that the Netherlands Minister confer
with the Secretary of State to determine whether the Netherlands
Indies would be considered neutral and thereby eligible to purchase
surplus ermament. It is understood that the State Department has
decided that the Netherlands Indies must be considered bell igerent
and therefore not eligible under the present policy to purchase
gurplus armament.

PORTUGAL

The Portuguese Minigter is inquiring for tanks, anti-
tenk guns and armored cars. The situation with respect to procure-
ment of these items and possible relesse of U. 5. Army designs wes
reviewsed and an official answer given to the Chairman of the Fresi-
dent's Lisison Committee for transmission to the Minister. Require-
ments for antitank guns are sufficiently large to justify the re-
lesge of U, S. Army designs but the numbers of tanks and armored
care are not sufficient to justify release.

POLAND

A rather surprising request was forwarded by the Chairman
of the President's Lisison Committee from the Polish Legation. This
Government is interested in the following: Frapklin I. Foomavelt Library
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Date. 7-32-43
POLAND (Contimued) |
200 pursuit planes aignatara-C2ed f,J,é(m

equipment for 1 motorized division
4 entisireraft batteries.

The necessary actlon to furnish informeticn concerning
thege needs ie in progress at the present time.

SWEDEN

The Swedish order for 100,000 ges masks at General

Tire Compeny is progressing satisfactorily and some deliverles
have already been mede. Chemical Werfare Service menifested an
interest in getting two canisters for tests at Edgewood Arsenal
end arrangements have been made with the Swedish Delegation to
obtain these canisters. It should be noted that these are not
the Army type of canister but a commercisl type which conforms
to the performance specifications for the Army type.

in invitation hag been extended to the Signal Corps
to examine experimentsl radio sets made for the Swedish Govern-
ment at the R.C.A. Iaboratories in Camden, New Jersey. The Signal
Corpe is arrenging to have qualified representatives examine these
géts. They are sald to be an excellent type for short range mili-

tary use.

Activities are still in progress to obtein the necee-
gary machinery for & 9 mm pistol cartridge plent to be bullt in
Sweden., The Remington Arms Company has been adviping Swedish rep-
resentatives &g to the numbers snd types of machines desired.

An export license has been issued for 103 Hamilton
Standard Hydrometic propellers valued at §346,000 end for 103
Pratt & Whitney twin-wasp engines valued at $1,694,000.

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The South Africen Legation has reported additional
orders in this country to the value of £361,000. These include
machine tools, aireraft partes and accessories and cloth.

Discussions have been under way during the past week
with the Colt's Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Compeny concerning
a contract for the production of machine guns for the current



._'___...—n-ﬁ—""""_-l-r-_.—-,
\ ——r
Ll -

Anglo-French aircraft program. It is understood that this contract
was to be slgned on May 25, 1940.

Several conferences have been held concerning a powder
concession at the DuPont plant, Carney's Point, New Jersey. The
Nevy Department released capaecity at this plant but the effective
release date was October 1, 1940. The Board wants the release date
set back to June 1, 1940. The Army has presented the facts concern-
ing its loading program and has asked for & decision from higher
euthority whether a release should be made as of June lst and our
own program thereby hampered. It is believed that this matter will
be satisfactorily settled within the next week,

Purther conferences with technical representatives of
the Board on the cherscteristics of the M-2 aircraft machine gum,
which will be released for export sele, have been held. The tech-
nical representatives of the Board now have sufficient information
to enable them to determine whether they will use our military
model rather then the commercial model. It is considered very de-
eirable that they use our model, particularly since a new plant
will be created and every effort has been made to glve them & clear
idea of the characteristics of the M-2 model.

A conference will be held on May 27th with representatives
of the Board concerning methods used in testing powder. Specifi-
cations for smokeless powder have been made availsble to the Board
end it is understood thaet a contract for & new plant is being dis-
cussed with one of the powder compenies. Meanwhile export licenses
for powder now under production under a previous release of the War
and Nevy Departments and involving sbout 100,000 pounds a month have
been issued.

The Anglo-French Purchasing Board has agked for all of
the War Department specifications. As these asre 4400 in number it
ie probable that they will be agked to indicate only the specifi-
catlons actuelly needed and it will then be determined whether such
specifications can be released on the grounds of military secrecy.

Large airplane and engine orders have been placed in the
period from May léth to May 22, 1940. It is noted that 1830 airplanes
and 5,193 engines have been ordered. The total unfilled orders for
airplanes as of May 22nd is 5,700 and for engines, 16,798. Deliveries
during this same period were 59 airplanes and 89 engines.
Franklin I. Nooeavelt Library
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An export licemse hag been issued for 20 model
NA-44 two—place light attack dive bombing airplanes. This 14-
cense is to North American Aviation, Inc., and the airplanes are
equipped with Pratt & Whitney R-1340-81H1 engines. The order is
valued at $729,000,

BETHLENBY STEEL COMPANY

Under date of April 17, 1940, the Bethlehem Steel
Company has advised of the following orders:

U. S. Ordnance Engineers, Cleveland, Ohio to Canada
500 1100-1b, bombe
200 600-1b. bombs

U. 5. Ordnance Engineers, Cleveland, Ohio to Greek Powder
end Cartridge Co., Athens, Greece.
2000 300-1b. bombs
(Order sublet to Teylor-Wharton Iron & Steel Co., Easton, Pa.)

French Republie
5 rough machined tubes - 90 mm caliber
10 rough machined liners- 90 mm caliber

E. W. Bliss Company, Brooklyn, N. ¥. to BEritish Government
55,000 6" shell forgings

E. W. Blies G‘m, mﬂﬂn’ N. I. %o Franch Gﬂ“m‘b
160 long air flasks
160 long fusl flasks
40 short air flasks
40 sghort fuel flasks

400 heads.
For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board:
>, }/‘/f.-c.-l-ﬂ- . -
CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. S. Army,
Chairman.
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June 6, 1940

Dear Pa:

Enclosed for the informa-
tion of the President is HReport Ho.
40 on the subject "Fnraiéﬁ‘gﬁiﬁiFIEh
for Production of Munitions."

S

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
Memo. 6/3/40
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 3, 19&'3 iorary

¥ . Roosevelt L
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War

The Secretary of the Navy 30~ 63

The Assistant Secretary of War pate- 7— M
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy M ;f

The Deputy Chief of Staff aigeateare- .

Tne Chief of Wawval Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inguiries for Production of Munitions

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreim inquiries for military equipment, the
following notes are made:

ANGLO-FRENCH PURCHASING BOARD

A contract is about to be signed with the DuPFont Company for
& new powder plant at Memphis, Tennessee, capable of producing 160,000
pounds a day. This plant will cost $17,000,000 and will belong to The
Tennessee Powder Company, the capital for which is supplied by the Allies.
It will be operated by the DuPont Company.

The Colt's Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company has advised
that the Allies are exercising their option to buy M-2 asircraft machine
guns of our model, These will be produced in a new plant to be in pro-
duction by April 1, 1941. In this connection action has been taken by
the War Department to release the M-2 guns and their ammunition for
export sale., It is also understood that the Board is negotiating with
the Colt Company for additional caliber .303 aircraft machine guns. It
is understood that the inquiry is for 20,000 guns to be produced by
December, 1941. If this deal is consummated another new plant will be
needed.

The Allies are combing the country for esmall arms. The output
of Smith & Wesson has been purchased for the next year and it is also
understood that they will take all of the Smith & Wesson submachine guns
which can be produced. This is & 9 mm submachine gun. Two thousand are
already on order for Swedsénm.

The need for small arme is so great that the War Department

hap again been approached to purchase some of the Enfield rifles in
reserve, together with some field artillery on the surplus list. Unless

Sl e



there is a change in the policy of this Covernment & sale of this
kind cannot be made to a belligerent because it is contrary to Inter-

national Law.

The Allies are buying Stinson 105 airplanes from private
owners. Thirty-eight of these planes have already been flowm to
Canada., Others will follow., Apparently the Board purchased these
for artillery observation or training needs. The engine of this type
of plane is 75 to 80 horse power.

The British have ordered 10,000,000 caliber .45 cartridges
from Remington Arms Company, Winchester Repeating Arms Company and
Western Cartridge Company, and it is understood thet they propose to
order et least 50,000,000 additional. They have requested the accept-
ance specifications and since these are sizable orders the specifi-
cations will be furnished.

The French are negotlating to take over & Finnish order for
7.62 Russian cartridges now nearing completion at the Winchester plant.
This order ie for 50,000,000 cartridges and it is understood that they
are required for Polish troops in France who are armed with Ruggian
rifles.

The Secretary of War has concurred in the release by the Navy
Department of capacity equivalent to 2,400,000 pounds of smokeless
powder with the DuPont Compeny. This release to the Allies is against
capacity which will be available on October lst and extends for a period
of one year at 200,000 pounds & month.

FINLAND

The Government of Finland has executed a contract with DuPont
for 1,150,000 pounds of T.N.T. This is in conformity with authority
to purchase this amount granted by the War Department on February 16, 1940.

In the same authority permission was granted to purchase
600,000 pounds of smokeless powder. The requirement for smokeless
powder has been reduced to 128,000 pounds which leaves an unobligated
balance of 472,000 pounds at Hercules Powder Company which the Allies

have promptly asked for.
BRAZIL

On behalf of the Brazilian Military Attache the drawings for
the 6" shell for the guns sold to Brazil by our Government, were requested
from the Anglo-French Board. The drawings and specificatons were

o



promptly furnished and will be transmitted to the Brazilians for
use in ammmition orders for these guns in this country.

BOLIVIA

The Counselor of the Bolivian Legation has advised that
the Government of Bolivia is interested in purchase of surplus arme
of a value of §500,000., He is to be further informed by his Govern-
ment as to the items desired and the exact money value to be obli-
g&tﬂd-

CHINA

in export license has been issued for one hundred tons
of smokeless powder and 950 tons of T.N.T. These are ageinst old
commitments of the DuPont Company.

EXPORT LICENSES FOR AIRCRAFT

There is attached hereto a tabulation showing export li-
censes for aireraft issued during the first four months of 1940.

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board:

B

CHARLES HINES,
Gﬁlmﬂl, U. S, w,
Cheirman

-

1 Enclosure

Feanklin 0. Roosavelt Library
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SUMIARY OF EXPORT LICENSES ISSUED FOR MILITARY
AIRPLANES, CCIMERCIAL PLANES, ENGINES, PFROPELLERS,

AND MISCELIANEQUS ARMANMENT AD SPARDS - FIRST 4 [ONTHS OF 1940

Military Adrplanss
Bombardment (Med. * Heavy)
Attack Bomber
Pursuit
Treiner

TOTAL MILITARY .IRPLANES

Commercial Airplanes

Epgines

Propallers

50, frmament & Spares

TOTAL - OTHER ITEMS

GRaND TOTAL

April 1940
Quanti ty Value

107 $10,039,650.00
170 14,008, 156,00
20 1,250,000.00

3 99,120,00
300 $25,397,966,00
51 1,105,255,50
485 5,918,606,77
2034 2,095, 630,95
e £82,965.13
2550 § 9,802,438.35
2850 35,200,404.35

First 4 Honths 1940

Quanti ty

145

722

964

101
5348

4875

QRS

10, 324

12,457

Value

§ 13,597,120.00
31,328,959.70
37,010, 521.00
24,491,3517,62

3106,426,218,32

2,314,854.12
78,955,431.60

9,333,143.06

3,828,525.35
£89,451,974.13

£195,860,192.45

Mat. Plan. Sec., liat. Div.,
Office; Chief of Air Corps,
lay 24, 1940 (EGR:1lk)
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June 13, 1940

Dear Pag

Enclosed for the informa-
tion of the President is Report No.
41, subject, "Foreign Inquiries for
Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

MAA,;_J::_EAP”‘_/—
Genersel E. M. Watson

Secretery to the President
The White House

Enclosure:
Memo. June 10, 1940
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D, €,

June 10, 194[:
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Report No. 41 LF ,ﬂi:
IR 0.v (9/37/58)
MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War ["-—"J L"’“' -
The Secretary of the Navy e
The Assistant Secretary of Var pate- /- 3 .
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 2;9 M
The Deputy Chief of Staff 3 Sape- é&b{ :
The Chief of Naval Operations . igma
SUBJECT % Foreign Tnquiries for Froduction of Munitions

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

ANGLO-FRENCH PURCHASTNG BUARD

In accordance with instructions of the President, rapid
action has been taken in the last few days to make available to an
intermediary Army equipment which will eventually be sold to the
Allies, At the reduced prices this equipment, which includes autc-
matic arms, rifles, pistols, small arms ammunition, artillery, and
artillery ammunition, totals approximately $53,000,000.

Shipping orders have been issued to concentrate the Army
equipment at Raritan Arsenal, pending its transfer to the inter-
mediary, and it is understood that some of these shipments are already
in movement. Warning orders on the explosives were issued, but no
orders for movements sent out until the eventual destinations are clear.

It is understood that the Navy Department will also have avail-
able for transfer in the same manner the following small arms:

5,000 Lewis ground type machine guns
5,000 Lewis aircraft machine guns
4,095 Browning automatic rifles.

Requests have also been received from the Anglo-French Pur-
chasing Board for the sale or lease of war reserve manufacturing
equipment in storage for smokeless powder, nitric acid, amnd small
arms ammunition. The proposal is that, if it is legally possible,
some of this war reserve equipment will be furnished to plants to
be engaged in production of materiel for the Allies. There seems
to be no opposition to this proposal, because it is realigzed that

A
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it is of considerable advantage to the United States to have this
equipment installed and operating in American plants. The legal
side of the matter is being reviewed by the General Counsel of the
Treasury Department and by the Judge Advocate General of the Army.

In report No. 40 reference is made to the efforts of the
Allies to obtain small arms. The export licenses issued in the last
week indicate that they have been able to obtain a considerable number
of revolvers from Smith and Wesson. Someof the Thompson submachine
guns on crder are also moving to ports. The local representative of
the Auto Ordnance Corporation says that the Anglo-French Purchasing
Board has approximately 30,000 Thompson submachine guns on order and
conferences with him in the past week have beer held for the purpose
of expeditins the delivery of as many of these gsuns as possible
within the next month.

The War Department has notified the Dupont Company that there
will be no objection to its contract for the new powder plant at
Memphis, Tennessee, which will be constructed for Allied needs.

FINLAND

Some discussions have been held in the past week with the
representatives of Finland concerning such aid as Finland can give
to the Allies by releasing powder and TNT on order for Finland.
The Anglo-French Purchasing Beard is locking inte this matter. Of
interest to them also is an order for 51 mm trench mortar shell,
also in production for Finland. This order is for 150,000 rounds
and is placed with four American plants.

The surplus armament sold to Finland is being moved. A
Finnish ship is at present in one of cur ports loading this equipment.

SWEDEN

The advice has been received that the Swedish order with
Smith and Wesson for 9 mm semi-automatic rifles has been increased
from 2,000 to 4,300. They will be able to obtain excellent deliv-
eries on this new type rifle and the order is expected to be com-
pleted by COctober lst.

An additional 12,000,000 9 mm Parabellum cartridges have
been ordered from the Western Cartridge Company, with delivery to
be made on or before Uctober 21, 1540.

The other orders placed by the Swedish Trade Delegation a
few months ago are progressing satisfactorily. Among others were
some experimental radio sets which were of interest to our Army.
The Signal Corps arranged to examine these sets at the laboratories
of Radio Corporation of America.
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SWEDEN, cont'd

A newspaper report, emanating from London, seemed to indicate
that a deal is in progress for the Allies to take over the airplane
orders [or Sweden in this country.

SOUTH AFRICA

fadio equipment valued at $1,170,000 has been ordered from the
Collins Radio Company, Cedar Rapids, Iowa., Tn addition, a small order
for 50,000 shet gun cartridges has been placed with Winchester Repeating

Armg. Companys

The Tockheed representative for South Afriea indicatess that
thirty-one Lockheed, Type 44, have been bought from his firm and will
replace Cerman Junker planes as well as some of Eritish manufacture.
These are commercial planes but the South Africans usually adapt them
for military use.

BRAZIL

several conferences have been held with the Brazilian repre-
gentatives in connection with their purchase of surplus armament.
Drawines and such other information as could be collected have been
turned over to them. Some of the 6" Eritish guns are now at York
Safe and Lock Company, York, Pemnsylvania, for overhaul, and the neces-
sary drawings have been furnished to that firm so that they can do
this work.

Because of the fact that the Brazilian Mission in Washington
geems to be making rather slow progress in designing ammunition and
seacoast carriages for artillery purchased by them, an effort is being
made to interest a retired ordnance officer in the proposition of
acting as technical advisor to the Mission.

NOHWAY

Norway is apparently still interested in procuring airplanes
and their armament in this country. They have on order the following

alrplanes:

Curtiss-Hawk 56
Douglas A=-17 58
Northrop B-A 24,

We are also informed that the armament for these planes has been
ordered, Mr. Bernt Balchen, the famous Arctic flyer, is handling these
transactions for the Norwegian Government.

For the Clearance Committee, Navy Munitions Boards
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Dear Pa;

Enclosed for the informa-

tion of the President is Report No.

_42, subject, "Foreign Inquiries for
Production of Munitions.n

Sincers yours,
LQM?_—_{L‘ADM(\—/

General E. M, Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure:
Memo, June 18, lg9io
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War 1 PE0C.9 (9/27/58)
The Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of Var Date- 7= 4 "‘ ;7@
The Aseistant Secretary of the Navy

The Deputy Chief of Staff Signatura- ’v&
The Chief of Nawval Operations x
SUBJECT s Foreign Inquiries for Froduction of Munitions

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
tire & brief report on foreign incuiries for militery eguipment,
the following notes are made:

ANGLO-FRENCH PURCHASING BOARD

The transfer of swrplus ammunition and ecuirment to the United
States Steel Export Corporation for Allied account is nroceeding
rapidly. Concentration of the ecuipment at Raritan Arsenal has been
followed by large movements to ships in New York Harbor.

The contract with the United States Steel Export Corporation
for the sale of surplus property and for the exchange of ammmition
calls for values as follows:

Ammmnition $21,879,840.40
Equipment 15,758,716,20
$37,619,556.60.

In exchange for the ammunition items there will be received INT, empty
chell and bomb bodies valued at about $21,000,000.

In a contract signed June 10, 1940, with the Curtiss-Wright
company, the 50 Navy airplanes and 750 1000-pound demolition bombs have
been covered. For the demolition bombs the United Stetes Government
will receive 1,179,000 pounds of TNT.

In & deal with the Douglas Aircruft company 95 lirht bombers
of the A-17 type are to be exchanged for new equipment under the pro-
visione of the Act of May 12, 1917. It ie expected that 20 modern
A-20-A airplanes will be received in exchange for the 95 A-17 planes.

A contract wars eigned on June 13, 1940 with the Harrisburg Steel
Corporation covering 5,545 50-pound fragmentetion boms, 565 100-pound
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bombe and 100,000 charges for 155 mm., runs. This deal was consummated
under the Act of June 1, 1926 for the exchange of ammnition and involves
¢E,000,000 money value, In exchange the Government s1ill receive
7,000,000 pounds of INT, 50,000 empty 100-pound bombs and 31,284

empty 500-pound bombe.

Action ie in progress to turn over to American manufacturers
the available reserve manufacturing equipment in storage for smokelegs
powder, nitric acid and small arme ammunition. The Iuoont comvany
will probably take over the smokeless powder eguirment for the new
Memrhis olant and both the Winchester and Remington companies are study-
ing & proposition to divide the small arms cartridge equipment between
them. The small armes cartridge equipment includes 117 machines and is
for caliber .50 types only. It seems orobable there will be no diffi-
culty in exchanging this equipment, under new legislation now pending
in Congress.

Many requests are beins received from the Anrlo-French Purchasing
Board for assistance. These are usually requests for specifications,
drawings, visits to plants, and consultation on technical matters.
Every effort has been made to satisfy the demands of the Allies for
help of this kind.

EL SALVADOR

Negotintions are in progress with the Government of El Salvador
for the sale of 10,000 Enfield rifies from surplue stocke., Thiz trans-
action is in accordance with the provisions of the Aet of June 5, 1820,
authorizing direct sale to a foreign government.

NICARAGUA

Arrangements have been completed with the Government of Nica-
regue, and payment received, for 5,000 Enfield rifles and 50 Lewis
ground type machine puns. As noted for El Salvador above, this sale
was made under the provisions of the Act of June 5, 1920,

NETHERLANDE
The Netherlands revresentatives are still active in attempting
to procure munitions for the Netherlands Fast Indies. GSeverzl confer-
ences have been held vith them concernine bombs for airplanes. The
Netherlands representetives have asked for priorities and airplanes
which it has been impossible to approve, They are now interested in

placing an order for fragmentation and demolition bombe and the neces-
sary procedure has been explained to obt:in the use of United States

d .
Arny designs Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
DECLASSIFIED
r BO0 ik 5200.9 (9/27/68)
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The Government of Belgium iz still ordering supplies in this
country. Information hae just been received of orders placed for
aireraft engines with Curtise-Wright, for caliber .50 ammunition with
Remington, for metallic belt linke with Colt's Patent Fire Arms Company,
and with the Brewster Aeronautical Corporntion for certain aircraft
accessories,

SOUTE AFRICA

Additional orders heve been reported, totzlling about §$100,000,
for steel plates and smell tools.

RUSEIA

in interesting report has been received through State Department
channels that the Amtorg Trading Corporation is baving some difficulty
in exporting commodities owned in this country. It seems that the cor-
voration is subject to a law suit, prosecuted by an American export firm,
and the report iz that Amtorg has offered, as a settlement, to turn over
to this export firm for sale all of the commodities now owned by Amtorg
in this country. These commodities include electrolytic copper, cathodes,
wire bars, and 400 tons of Brazilian rubber.

For the Clearsnce Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

1?#;,‘§§§', e ea—

CHAE, HINES,
Colcnel, U, S. Army,
Chairman
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The President wants this

MEMO FOR  GEN. WATSON

report to continue, and asks
that you arrange.
Please return to me to

file. 701



Resp'y forwarded to the Prealdent.

E.M.TW,



July 1, 1940 L/ L

Dear Pa:

Enclosed for the informa-
tion of the President is Report No. . .
43, subject, "Foreign Inquiries for
Production of Muniticns.n"

Sincerely yours,

W
Genersl E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure:
Memo. June 24, 1940

P.5. Unless advised to the contrary, ‘3""‘* &cnk,.:;ﬂ
we will discontinue sending this 1-lm..£' Clagh, Sbeuy
report after this number. Qf""" 1el=+®



P ———

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING Prenklin B. Rogervelt Libr
WASHINGTON, D. C, R S
¥ % ] ]
Report Ne. 43. June 24, 1940. AL1
7 - :.1 - j?::

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy Bt isL
The Assistant Secretary of War W
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inouiries for Production of Munitions

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign inquiries for military eguipment,
the following notes are made;

Much time has been devoted in the past week to the assembly
of technical information requested in connection with the sale of
surplus armament. In general, this information is being furnished
because it is necessary for the proper maintenance of the materiel
sold.

A rather unusual request has been received for two copies
of the drawings for the French 75 mm gun. Tt seems that the avail-
able coples of these drawings in this country in the hands of the
Board are in the French language and it is desired to get coples
from the United States which have been translated into English.
This reousst involves a large number of drawings and is believed to
be intended for possible production of these guns in England. As
the Board has stated that numerous cables have been received about
these drawings and that the matter is of great urgency, assembly of
the necessary Informatlon has been initiated pending decision as to
whether the drawings will be released.

Export licenses are being rapidly issued for surplus prop-
erty purchased by the Allies through intermediaries. It is under-
stood that four ships have already sailed with cargoes of this ma-
teriel. According to the original plans of the Board, the materiel
was to be divided between the French and the British, with the French

~ i = | g i
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receiving a larger proportion than the British. Tt is believed
that this arrangement hae now beén changed and all of the materiel

is going to England.

The Board is studying the problem of taking over the
French ordere in this country. These orders are numerous and some
of them may have to be cancelled because they are not needed by the
British.

AL conference has been arranged with representatives of the
Board to consider production of field artillery in this country.
This will be held later in the week. It is understood that these
representatives are interested in 75 mm guns, 25-pounder guns, and
Hispano-Suiza guns.

The Navy Department has taken action to transfer surplus
small arms materiel to the Ordnance Department of the Army. A
contract is being negotiated with an intermediary with & view to
eventual purchase by the Anglo-French Purchasing Board.

BRAZIL

Several conferences have been held concerning the design
and production of seacoast carriages for guns purchased by Brazil.
The present status is that a bid has been submitted by the Empire
Ordnance Corporation to the Brazilian Embassy covering engineering
work necessary for the design of these carriages.

The overhsul of the 6" guns also sold to Brazll is in
progress et the York Safe & Lock Compeny, York, Pemnsylvania.

A source is being sought for the overhaul of the fire
control instruments.

NETHERLANDS

On behalf of the Netherlends East Indies, the Netherlends
Government has requested supply of navel gun ammunition and bomb
fuzes from U. S. Government stocks., It seems improbeble that this

rﬁﬂuﬂﬂt can be g‘:"nnt&ﬂ. e o urin D Eﬁuﬁ*-"ﬁjt 1.4 LT
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ON OF SOUTH AFRT

The Union of South Africa is still placing orders, mainly
for commerciel items. The last report showed that orders for uni-
form cloth and duck toteling $347,000 have been placed.

A MANUFACTURERS CIATT

The Automobile Manufacturers Association has sgreed to fur-
nigh reports of exports of automobiles and trucks. The Association
has already given us copies of their reports for the last few months.
This is & deteiled report showing country, destinstion, and number
of all Aperican sutomobiles and trucks exported.

PITTMAN ACT
On June 15th, the Pittman Act was epproved euthorizing
asslgtence to Latin Americen countries from owr government by sup-
Plying entiairereft and coast artillery armement. This Act also

covers navel vessels. A procedure for the processing of requests

received from Latin American countries has been approved by the
State, Wer, and Navy Departmente.

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board:

CHARLES HINES

»
Colonel, U. S. Army,

Franklin 0. Roogevalt Library Chairman,
DECLASSIFIED

BOD LK. s200.90 (8/27/88)

late- 7-— L?-'?a

Signature- PV
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Becretary of War Date- 2-2¢ =P
The Secratsry of the Navy i
The Assistant Secretary of Farg ture=
The Assistant Secretary of the Nawy we 8

The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECTa Forelgn Inquiries for Procuction of Munitions

1. 1In sccordance with instructions to submit from time %o
time a brief report on foreign inouiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

ANGLO-FRINCH PURCHASING BOARD

Turn over of military equipment to the United States Eteal
Export Corporstion for Allied acecount is proceeding rapidly and it
ls known that several ships have alreacy departed for the United
Kingcom carrying some of this squipnent. Practically all of the
small arme and small arms ammmnition, 75 mm artillery, trench
mortars, and about three-fourths of the 75 mm shell have bsen turned
over. The prineipal remaining items yet to be turned over are pow=—
der and high explosives.

The British Purchasing Commission ls taking over as rapidly
a8 possible French ordere in this country. It seems assured that
all airceraft orders will be taken over by the British and practi-
eally all others, sxcspt some for ammunition where the caliberas are
not suited to British needs.

Advice wne sought by the Board ns to shether the 155 ==
Howitzer povder, which was originally destined for France, could
be used in the 75 mm gum. It wae necessary to mdvise them that
this powder can not be used in the 75 mm gun but could be used in
some of the larger types - 8® Howitser or the 4.7 gum.

A conference wns held with British representstives to cone

slder production of the Hispano-Suisa 20 mm sireraft cmmnon. Tt
seemg that British recuirements may run ss high as 1,000 guns a

—EONFIDENTFH—
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month, At the conference wss the Msnaging Direétd® of the company
in Pngland which is at present im production on these guns. MNem-
tion wes made of the Heintz Manufacturing Compeny #f'¥{ladelphia =
gs the source being considered for production of these guns. The
Britizh ssnufecturer intende to send personnel %o start this pro-
duction. It will be necessery to orient this British requirement
with our own neede for guns of this type. It seems probable that
the Pritish will obtein a license to produce in this country. The
United States Government has such a license to produce for its own
use,e

Owing to the loss of a great deal of fleld artillery eculp-
ment in Flsnders, the Board has asked for informstion on our lutest
model 75 mm fisld gun with a view to orders 1f the type is sultable
for their néeds., Thers would, of course, be considerable advantage
if our latest model were released because it would put additional
plants into production on the types which we would need for our=-
selves,

Relfarence wes made in a previous report to the reguest for
drawings, translated into English, for the 75 mm, Model 1897, French
gun. Theses drawings are being ascenbled at the precent time and
gome of them will be turned over to the Board this week.

A bid has been sutmitted to the Brasilian Legation for the
engineering work on the seacoast carriages. Thls bld was submitted
by an Amsriean firm and is considered reasonable. The Hrasziliane
are also discussing this requirement with the American Car and
FPoundry Compsny in the hope of getting better prices.

Aetion is in progress to obtain the sarvices of a retired
Ordnance of ficer to assist the Srasilians with their munitioms pro-
cursment in this country.

Information has been received that Lieut. Colonel Ferreira
18 in the United States for the purpose of eompleting arrangements
for the manufscture in Brasil of certain types of airplanes pro=
duced by Morth American Aviation. It is understood that he expects
to place orders approximsting £450,000 for machinery.

A conference waz held with represemtatives of Chile con-
cerning the procurement uncer the Pittman Act of four 50 mm

CONHDAMHA
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sntl-aireraft guns and teenty 37 wa anti-aireraft guns, together
with smsunition, A& study is belng made to determingneXuther thece
recuiremants can he added to one of our own procurement orders in w3

the rearmament program.

Arrangemente are also under may to allow the Chileans teo
buy four cets of adapters for 155 mm Howitzers 20 ns to convert
these lowltsers for high speed transport.

1RAN

The Iranian Government has contracted for tem Hawk TSA
airplsnes with the Curtiss-Pright Corporntion. Thuse are to be
delivered in Pebruary and March, 1941.

HETHERCL ANLE

The Netherlsnds Legation hse made additional recuests for
supply of artillery and artillery ssmunition from U. &. Government
stocks and i1t hae been necesenry to disapprove these recuasts, §
diversion of THT at the rate of 130 tons a month from our orders
was also requested, but egain it was necessary to disapprove,

IRISH FRER STATE

Negodiations are in progrese to sell to the Irish Fres
Etete 20,000 Enfisld rifles. This Govermment ssked for twenty-four
75 mm guns and 72,000 rounds of ammunition for them. This scuipment
can not be supplied from nurplus atocks,

It has besn necessary to inform the Swedish Trade Delegation
that the War Department doss not look with favor on the export of
cartridge-making machinery at this time. The Cwedes have been
attempting to purchese a plant for the manufacture of 9 mm pietel
cartridges for shipment to Sweden. [Under the precent pressure to
eptablish plants for U. 6. needs, it hus been found necessary to dis=
courage the export of machinery of this type.

UHION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The South African authorities are incuiring for gas detection
squipment. They have heen referred to an American firm shich special-
izes in such souipment.

—LONHBHERHA
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EXPORT LICENSES FOR AIRCRAFY
Export licenses for airersft in May, 1940, totaled

£56,411,349.52. Yor the firet five months of 1940, the total
wag i!&?.ﬂﬁ.ﬂ?!.ﬂ-

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Hosrd:

BHAS, HINEE,
Colonel, U. &. Army,
Chalrmmn.

.x1in D. Roosevalt Library
QECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. szc0.9 (9/27/68)

Date- - 2§70
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July 8, 1940 X

Dear Pa:
Enclosed for the informa-
tion of the President is Report No.

44 on the subject "Foreign Ingquiries
Tor Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 1, 1940.
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War D00 DlH. s200.9 (3/27/68)

The Secretery of the Navy
The Assistant Seeretary of War Date- ).. 2_’ -.7;
The Assistent Secretery of the Navy

The Deputy Chief of Steff 3
The Chief of Navel Operations signature- Qp/a

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

1. In accordance with instruetions to submit from time to
time & brief report on forelgn inquiries for militery equipment,
the following notes are made:

AN FHEN G

Turn over of militery equipment to the United Stetes Steel
Export Corporation for Allied account is proceeding rapldly and it
ig kmown that several sghips have already departed for the Unlted
Kingdom carrying some of this equipment. Practically all of the
emall arms end small arms ammunition, 75 mm artillery, trench
mortarg, and about three—fourths of the 75 mm shell have been turned
over. The principal remeining items yet to be turned over are pow-
der and high explosives.

The British Purchasing Commiesion is taking over as rapidly
as possible French orders in this country. It seems essured that
gll aircraft orders will be taken over by the British and practi-
celly all others, except some for ammunition where the calibers are

not suited to Britieh needs.

Advice was sought by the Board s to whether the 155 mm
Howitzer powder, which was originally destined for France, could
be used in the 75 mm gun. It wee necessary to edvise them that
this powder cen not be used in the 75 mm gun but could be used in
gome of the larger types — B" Howitzer or the 4.7" gun.

A conference was held with British representatives to con-

gider production of the Hisgpsno-Suiza 20 mm airecreft cannen. It
seems that British requirements mey run &s high as 1,000 gune &



month, At the conference wag the Managing Director of the compeny
in Englend which is at present in production on these guns. Men-
tion was mede of the Heintz Manufecturing Compeny of Philedelphia
&s the source being considered for production of these guns. The
British mamufacturer intends to send personnel to start this pro-
duction. It will be necessery to orient this British requirement
with our own needs for guns of this type. It seems probable that
the British will obtein & license to produce in thies country. The
United States Government has such & license to produce for its own
use.

Owing to the loss of & greet desl of field artillery equip-
ment in Fleanders, the Board hes esked for informetion on our latest
model 75 mm field gun with a view to orders if the type is suitable
for their needs. There would, of course, be considersble adventege
if our latest model were releaged because it would put additional
plents into production on the types which we would need for our-
selves.,

Reference wes mede in & previous report to the request for
drawings, transleted into English, for the 75 mm, Model 1897, French
gun, These drawings are being assembled &t the present time and
gsome of them will be turned over to the Board this week.

BRAZIL

A bid has been gublmitted to the Brazilien Legation for the
engineering work on the seacosst carrieges. This bid was submitted
by &n Americen firm end is considered reasonable. The Brazilisns
are elso discussing this requirement with the Americen Car end
Foundry Compeny in the hope of getting better prices.

Action is in progress to obtain the services of a retired
Ordnance Officer to assist the Brazilisns with their mumitions pro-

curement in this country.

Informetion has been received that Lieutenant Colonel
Ferreira is in the United States for the purpose of completing ar-
rangements for the manufecture in Brazil of certain types of air-
plenes produced by North American Aviation. It is understood that
he expects to plece orders approximsting $450,000 for machinery.

CHILE

A conference was held with representatives of Chile con-
cerning the procurement under the Pittman Act of four 90 mm

Franklin D, Reosavelt Library
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antieireraft gung end twenty 37 mm antisirersft guns, together
with ammmnition. A study is being mede toc determine whether these
requirements can be added to one of our own procurement orders in

the resrmement program,

Arrengements are elso under way to allow the Chilesns to
buy four sets of adapters for 155 mm Howitzere so &8 to convert
these Howitzere for high speed trensport.

IRAN

The Irenien Govermment has contracted for ten Hawk 754
airplenes with the Curtiss-tfright Corporation. These are to be
delivered in February and March, 1941.

NETHERLANDS

The Netherlends Legation hes made additional requeste for
supply of ertillery and artillery emmmition from U. S. Government
stocks end it has been necessary to disapprove these requests. A
diversion of TNT at the rate of 130 tons & month from cur orders
was elso requested, but again it was necessary to dlsapprove.

IRISH FREE STATE

Negotiations are in progress to sell to the Irish Free
State 20,000 Enfield rifles, This Government asked for twenty-four
75 mm gune and 72,000 rounds of ammmnition for them. This equipment
can not be supplied from surplus stocks.

SWEDEN

It has been necessary to inform the Swedish Trade Delegatiom
that the War Department does not lock with faver on the export of
certridge—meking machinery at this time. The Swedes have been
attempting to purchese & plant for the manufacture of 9 mm pletol
cartridges for shipment to Sweden. Under the present pressure to
egtabligh plentes for U, S, needs, it has been found necessary to dis-
courage the export of machinery of this type.

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The South Africen euthorities are inguiring for gas detectlion
equipment. They have been referred to en American firm which speciel-

izes in such equipment.
11| \11'!3]-1! Lium
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EXPORT LICENEES FOR AIRCRAFT

Export licenses for airereft in Mey, 1940, totaled
$56,411,349.52, For the first five months of 1940, the totel
WEB m‘},ﬂﬂﬁ,223-97.

For the Clearsnce Committee, Army end Navy Munitions Boerd:
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CHARLES HINES,
C'Ulmlﬂ‘ll U. 8. Am,
Chairman,

#1in D. Resesvelt Library
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#. 5260.9 (8/27/b8)
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July 12, 1940 \ 1{«

Dear Paj

Enclosed for the informa-
tion of the President is Report No.
45, subject, "Foreign Inquiries for
Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

L —

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosuret
Memo. July 8, 1940
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Report No, 45 July 8, 1940

— Branklin D. Roosevelt Library
DECLACRIFIED

MENORANDUM T0: The Secretary of War LUl Liis. s200.5 (s/27/88)

The Secretary of Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War Date- ;_ 29~-7¢0©
The Assistant Secretary of the Nawy

The Deputy Chief of Staff "
The Chief of Naval Operations - &nature- Wﬂ il

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

In the last few weeks the emphzsis on purchasing by the
Anglo-French Furchasing Board has been shifting to items other
than aireraft. Machine tools, ordnance equipment, motor wvehicles,
iron and steel and nonferrous metals are being ordered in large
quantities. It is believed thet the total orders now placed have
a money value of about $1,800,000,000.

Apparently the French representation on the Bosrd was
dropped last week and it is understood that the Britich Purchasing
Commission will function hereafter.

Owing to large losses of artillery in Flanders it seems
probable that the Britieh will order approximately 5,000 field guns
in this country, together with their ammunition. It is not yet de-
cided whether these will be 25-pounder British guns or whether they
will ask for our latest model of American 75 mm. gun. Information
hae already been requested by them on our latest model of 75 mm.
gun and it seems probable that sufficient information will be fur-
nished to determine whether they desire to put this gun inteo pro-
duction. Its production in this country, of course, would be of
great advantage to our own national defense program.

Studies are still being made covering the practicabllity
of producirg Hispano Suiza guns at a rate seid to be 1,000 guns a
month. It seems probable that & large order will be placed in this
country if suitable producing facilities can be found.

.
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ANGLO-FRENCH PURCHASING BOARD - cont'd

Remington and Winchester are about to close contracts for
a4 large quantity of small arms ammmition for the British. They
have asked that available war reserve machinery be turned over to
them for the expansion of their plants. The matter of leasing this
equipment to them is under consideration by the Chief of Ordnance.

Owing to the present French situstion a number of recuests
from the French Purchasing Commission are being held in abeyance.

Beport has been recelived that the British are trying to take
over an order for 2,000 submachine guns at the Smith and Wesson
plant. These guns are on order for Sweden. Some ammunition is
also on order at Winchester, and it is understood that the British
are attempting to get it.

SIITZERLAND

The Swiss Legation has made an incuiry for sources for heavy
cast armor plate, said to be for use in land fortifications. They
have been referred to an American firm which could produce such plate
and, if the firm decides that it wants to quote, action will be taken
to determine the attitude of the State Department on foreign policy
in its relation to supply of such materiel to Switzerland.

FINLAND

The Finnish Military Attache viesited the office and said that
his Government would be glad to turn over the designs of three air-
craft bombs which were used very successfully in the war with Russia.
He was asked to obtain the drawings for these bombs so that they ean
be evaluated by the War Department.

Reference has been made in other reports to the shipment of
arme purchased by Finland to Petsamo. It has been learned that one
ship arrived safely and that the other two have been cleared by the
British at Iceland and are expected to arrive in the neer future in
Petsamo. It will be recalled that these ships were carrying sur-
plus armament egold to the Finnish Government by the United States.

SOUTE AFRICA

The South Afriean Legation reports machine tool orders valued
at $66,000; an order for sodium bichromate valued at $8,900; and an
order for tungsten steel bars valued at §14,000.

LEACE OF MACHINFRY

The Acting Secretary of War has taken the necessary action to
authorize the Chief of Ordnance to lease to American manufacturers
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war reserve machinery purchased years ago and put in reserve for
an emergency.

For the Clearance Comndttee, & Navy Munitions Board:

r
CHAS, HINES,
Colonel, United States Army,
Chairman.
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July 17, 1940

Dear Pa:

Enclosed for the informa-
tion of the President is Report No.
46 on the subject "Foreign Inquiries
for Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

R R

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C,

Report No. 46 July 16, 1940, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
; L DECLASSIFIED

(1 e s200.0 (9/27/68)
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy

The Assistent Secretary of liar Nata- 7.—” _?’ :
The Assistent Secretary of the Navy :

The Deputy Chief of Staff 24 ture= - e
The Chiefl of lawval Operations SANDESNE "
SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

l. In mecordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

HRITISH PURCHASING COMMI SSION

As noted in previous reports, the French had placed in thisg
country several large contracts for 75 mm ammunition of their designe.
The British will take over these contracts. The Commission asked
the War Department whether it would be possible to get enough in-
formation on our latest model 75 mm shell to determine whether the
orders should be changed over to the American model. As the adven-
tages to the United States are patent, the decretary of War has
aprroved the supply of sufficient information at this time to allow
the Comrission to determine whether it wishes to use the American
model. Conferences with one of the menufacturers having a French
order indicate that the American model will be much easier to manu-
facture,

Information is still beins furnished concerning technical
details of the materiel sold to the U, S. Steel Export Corporation
for the account of the British Government.

The Commission is studying the menufacture of the American
type 756 mm guns rather than the British 25-pounders. As referred to
in other reports, their program may run as high as 3,000 guns. When
this matter is decided, arrangements will be made to coordinate this
large program with our own armement program through the National
Defense Commission.

The French Purchasing Commission furnished the equipment for
& small proving ground at the plant of the Burgess Company, Beaver
Falls, Pemnsylvenie, for the purpose of testing 20 and 25 mm shells
produced in this country. Now that the French are liquidating their
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affairs, the proving ground equipment is being moved away from
Beaver Falls. The British are attempting to have this equipment
sold to an Amerioan manufacturer and have sought the asslstance of
our government in accomplishing this end.

COSTA RICA

The State Department advises that the Minister from Costa
Rica has stated thet his povernment would like to purchase some
Enfield rifles. This request has not yet ofi'ieially reached the
War Department.

CHILE

In a previous report, reference was made to the request of
the Government of Chile to purchase 50 AA runs and 37 mm AA guns
under the provisions of the Pittman Act. This negotiation has
reached the stage where a tentative basis has been set up for further
discussions with the Chileans.

EL SALVADOR

The transaction involving the sale of 10,000 Enfield rifles
to the Government of El Salwvador has been completed.

HICARAGUA

The movement of 5,000 Enfield rifles and 50 Lewis puns sold
to Niearagua has been accomplished and these guns will be shipped
in the near future from New York.

SWIT ZERLAND

The Government of Switzerland is making inguiry for heavy
amor plate suitable for land fortifications. Two American manue
facturers of cast steel armor plate have visited the Legation and one
of them will probably make a bid when he pets further information on
ballistic regquirements. This manufacturer has agreed to make his bid
contingent on an approved export license.

FINLAND

A former diplomatie officer of the Finnish Govermment vislted
the War Department to see what can be done toward heving our govern-
ment test the Suwomi semi-automatic rifle which was used Very success-
fully in the Finno-Russian war. He desires to offer this rifle to
the United States if it turns out that we have an interest in it.

SOCONY-VACUUM OIL COMPANY

The Socony-Vacuum 01l Company has furnished its third quarter
forecast for petroleum exports from the United States. Japan will pet

Franklin p. Roosevelt Library

DEGEAsSirien



GONFDENTAL

large shipments of orude, Diesel engine, fuel and lubricating oils.
Out of 1,216,000 barrels ecpected to be shipped, Japan will take
840,000 barrels.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Hoard:
/ o /// .
o e e YR
CHAS, HIKES,
Colonel, Tnited States Army,
Chairman.

F

Tranklin D. Reganvelt Librery
"0} ASMEIED
4 Al 7 s

. H200.9 (8/27/68)

taioe Dma-§ =70

Signatura- ’J‘" :
o PR



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 29, 1940

Memorandum to General Watson, Secretary to the
President, The White House

Enclosed for the information of the
President is Report No. 47 on the subject of

"Foreign Ingquiries for Production of Munitions."

W
J. H. Burns

Colonel, Ordnance Department
Executive

Enclosure
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

Report No, 47 July 22, 1940
[ —
Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihra
- oo
MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War DEGL‘F’“J'JIFIEB
The Secretary of the Navy i : -
The Aseistant Secretary of War DBD Lis. s200.9 (8/27/68,
The Assistent Seeretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff Date-
The Chief of Naval Operatione rew g 70
EUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of M" ’*s ? .

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on forelgn inouiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

BRITISH FURCHASING COMMTSSION

Excellent statistics are being furnished by the British
Purchasing Commission concerning the orders of the British Empire
in this country. Former French orders are not included. Cumlative
totals, through the week which ended July 6, 1940, by commodity
clageifications, are shown below:

1. Adrframes $572,565,554.25
2. Adrplane Engines 125,715,559.07
3. MAirplane Accessories 15,705,964.56
4, TOTAL ATRCRAFT PRODUCTS 515,985,057.85
5. Machine Tools 110,996,781.58
6. Chemical Waerfare hMaterials 10,200.00
7. Explosives & Propellants 24,586,572,06
8. Ammunition 47,TR5,215.60
8. Ordnance Equipment 44,808,627.48
10. Tanke & Tank Equipment 7,6099,494.00
11, Motor Vehicles 2,615,255,58
12, Iron & Steel 45,616,254,50
15. Non-Ferrous Metals £5,108,955.62
14, Textiles & Clothing Inecl., Shoes 1,157,212.00
15, Foodstuffs & Tobaceco 19,522,800.00
16. Petroleun Products 24,169,000.00
17. Animals -
18, &Ehips 27,985,640,54
18. Commmications Ecuipment 5,078,472.76
20. Timber 15,854,519.50
21. All Other 501,510.60
22. TOTAL NON-ATRCRAFT PRODUCTS %9e,500,068.54
25, GRAND TOTAL - Commodities 915,285,126.58
24. Capital Assistance $0,01%2,087.66
25, GRAND TOTAL 945,207,214,06.,

—GUNTTOENTTRE—
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The details perteining to the sbove categories will be fur-
nished to all Supply Arme and Services of the Army confidentislly,
in order that they may take cognizance of the fact that certain un-
fi1led British orders sre in plants allocated to Army Services. Thie
informetion will allow the Chiefs of Supply Arme and Services to make
other arrangements in case the allocated capacity is mot sufficient
to carry their enticipated load and that of the British Empire.

Several conferences have been held with representatives of
the British Purchasing Commission concerning orders for artillery
and tenks in this country. The British representatives have urged
the desirability of common designe in the American and British orders.
They cugpested the 25-pounder gun in place of our 105 mm. howitzer
program, but were informed that the 105 mm. howitzer program haes gone
so far that no change is poesible nor is it believed the Var Depart-
ment would accept their design. They etill have an interest in our
latest 75 mm. pun and sufficient information has been supplied on
both the 75 mm. and 105 mm. howltzer guns so that decisions can be
made ag to the model which will be produced. As to tanks, they con-
cede that our medium tank, ae modified for heavier armor and with a
75 mm. gpun, is superior in fire power and general adaptability to
their latest A-15. Visits to Aberdeen were arranged so that their
experts can obtain first hand kmowledge of our designe.

Machine toole have also been discussed with the Commiseion,
particularly from the standpoint of interference with our own netional
defense program. The National Defense Commission sent representatives
to the basic conference held in the Treasury Department, and the
viewpoint of our Government was carefully explained by lr. Nelson
and Mr. Vance. As the British machine tool orders have totalled
$111,000,000, their effect on our own program is obvious. It has
been agreed that Mr. Purvis will designate a representative who
will be in close contact with the National Defense Commission and
handle the British phase of the co-ordination which mugt be effected
if both the British and American programs are to be accomplished
without confusion and interference.

Several incuiries have been received from member: of Congress
asking for information on sales of surplus Army equipment to foreign
governments. These have been answered by a stetement that such in-
formation as is to be publighed will appear in the semi-annual report
of the National Munitions Control Board, which will be printed in the
near future.

CHILE

The Chilean Government has asked whether four model 1918
anti-aireraft guns, together with some accessory equipment, and
some seacoast guns, 10" or larger, can be declared surplus and sold
to that Governmment. The anti-aireraft guns are said to be desired

P vx1in W Revesvelt Library
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for training, and the 10" guns for coast defense installations.
This recuest has been referred to G-4 and a study is being made to
determine whether such materiel can be declared surplue.

As steted in the last report, a tentative basis for nego-
tiations for modern anti-aircraft equipment for Chile, under the
provisions of the Pittman Act, has been sent to them but, to date,
no anewer has been received whether they desire to proceed with
the negotiations.

VENEZUELA

The Government of Venezuela is inouiring for sources for
military equipment needed for the Army.

BRAZIL

One of the consulting engineers for the Bethlehem Steel
Company vieited the office to say that the Brazilians have ap-
proached that firm concerning engineering work on 12" gun carriages.
The Bethlehem Steel Company has been out of the ordnance business
for & number of years and does not have the engineering force for
strictly ordnence work that it once had in ite employ. It was sug-
gested to the visitor that, if he desired to form an emgineering
staff, the War Department would be very pleased to see him submit
a bid on the engineering work for the 12" cariisges, and it was
further suggested that he consider similar work for 7" gune sold
to Brazil, In this connection, a bid has already been submitted
by the Empire Ordnance Corporation for the 12" carrisge engineering
work, but it is not kmown what action the Brazilian Government
has taken on acceptance of this bid.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy lunitione Board:

o i
. o

?:'/r—*_.';;-*' S i
CHARLEE HINES,
Colonel, United States Army,
Chairman. Tranklin 0. Roowsvelt Library

DECLASIIFIED

DOD Bik. 5200.9 (8/27/68)
Date- ;- ’f 'f?l
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August 1, 1940 1

MEMORANDUM TO GENERAL WATSON:

Enclosed for the information of the President is
“of Munitions."

Report No. 48, subject, "Foreign Inguiries for Production

UL P P

-1
Robert P. Patterson
The Assistant Secretary of War

——

1l encl.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C,

Report, No, 48 July 20, 1940

MEMORANLUM TO: The Secretary of Var e 'tu'g.; ROMYEIY Wbl
The Secretery of the Navy BEHL;& ‘.'J!HEB
The Assistant Secretary of Var an [o
The Aseistant Secretary of the Navy Bdﬂ A, 5200.9 (8,/27/68)
The Deputy Chief of Staff

The Chief of Nawal Operations Date. 2= 29 ~Yo » .

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of ]'éwﬁ%li gzleg

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inocuiries for militery equipment,
the following notes are made:

BRITISH PURCHASING COMUISSION

It is understood thet recuest has been made for s:=le from
gurplus stocks of navel guns below 4,7" in caliber. This request
is receiving attention in the Navy Department and it is expected
that definite action on availability of 3" and 4" navel puns will
be teken in the near future.

The Type B series of turbine superchargers has been released
for foreign sale. This makee available the tyce needed for engines
elready on order for British account.

Satisfactory progrese has been made in making available to
Viar Depertment procuring egencies statistical information on British
orders in this country. This informetion is being posted to the allo-
cation cards for firms surveyed by Var and Navy Department personnel.

The co-ordination of prospective und existing British orders
with orders for the United States to be placed under the national
defense program is receivins careful attention by the National Defence
Cormission. It seeme probable that a representative of the British
Purchaeing Commiseion will be appointed soon to keep in touch with
the National Defense Commission on Britieh activities.

A priority on supply of Stinson airplanes has been racuested.
If granted this would mean that the first 100 Stinsons would be de-
livered to the British. Decision has not yet been obtained in this
matter.

A considerable quantity of 155 mm. howitzer powder was obteined
from our Government by the British and they raised the question whether

% a% 3 g kY o e s B o B
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this powder can be uged in the 75 mm, gun. It vas at first thought
that it would be impossible to use the powder in the 75 mm. gun but

a recent test at Aberdeen indicates that i can, in fact, be used
with a projectile weighing 15.96 pounds (shrapnel). Thie information
has been transmitted to the British.

Large small arms ammnition orders have been placed with
Remington and Winchester.

Conferences have been held with the General Electric Company
concerning deliveries of searchlights. The British have taken over
the French cearchlight orders in thie country and the company is behind
on its deliveries for both British and United States account. It was
sugpested to the company representatives that they present a recom-
mended solution for the consideration of the Secretary of War, and
such & solution has been received, proposing to divide the aveilable
deliveries in an equiteble manner between the British and United States
orders.

CAJIADA

Arrangements are nearly completed to gell, through exchance,
20,000 Enfield rifles and a cuantity of caliber .20 ammunition, to
meet immediate Cenadian needs.

FINLAND

The Finns have cancelled an order for 500,000 caliber .50 ball
cartridges and a like number of tracer cartridges with Remington, and
have turned over these guantities to the British.

HORH

The Norwegian representatives in this country have recuested
priority on delivery of six Fairchild training airplanes (pT-19),
Inquiry reveals that these planes are needed for the training of
Norwegian flyers in Canada.

It will be recalled that the Norweglans still have on order
in this country Curtiss and Douglas airplanes and it is asgsumed that
they intend to form squadrons in Canada to make use of these planes.

URUGUAL

The Government of Uruguay sought advice concerning the costs
and deliveries of aireraft needed for an expansion of its defense
forces. Information is being collected to comply with this request.

For the Clearance Committ & Navy Munitions Board:

n D. Hoveevelt Liorary

SIS CHARLES 'HINES,
n ﬂﬂlmﬂl’ Ui Sv hmj’
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

>
August 7, 1940, / -

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E, M, WATSON,

Secretary to the President,
The White House,

Enclosed for the information of the

President ig Report No, 49 on the subject of

forelgn inquiries for production of munitions,

U Pl

Robert P, Pn.tterann,
The Assistant Secretary of War,



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Report No, 49 August 5, 1840
F‘__'__._-—-——‘—" Franklin p. Roosevalt L!b’m
IT-E: Aoy
EGL. 'ED
MEMORANIUM TO: The Secretary of Var jjg;:, ;
The Secretary of the Navy ¥ D200.9 (8/27/68)

The Assistant Cecretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the NavyDate- -2fF-
The Deputy Chief of Staff 7~%f-J0

The Chief of Navel Operations Signature- .
SUBJECT 3 Foreign Inguiries for Production of Munitions AT "‘Q

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign incuiries for militery eguipment,
the following notes are made:

BRITISH PURCHASING. COMUISSTON

The Kellett Autogiro Compeny reported that an inouiry is on
hand from the British for autogiros. The company suggested that the
Army turn in the six on hand to enable the company to make immediate
deliveries, with later replacement from a British order to be placed.
This request was not approved by the Chief of the Air Corps.

A priority wae alse sought on the first 100 Stinson 0-49
airplanes scheduled for delivery on an Air Corpes order. As these
airplanes are urgently needed for the eguipment of obeervation squad-
rong in the current expansion program, it was necessary to disapprove
the request for priority.

Information has been received from the Vinchester company
that the British are interested in the procurement of about 400,000
of the new Winchester semi-automatic rifle, if teste prove the model
to be satisfactory. This order could be completed by the end of 1941
and the company would ask for the lease of certzin machinery at
Springfield Armory to carry out the contract.

Among the Britich ordere is one with the Martin-Parry Company
for 400 Buguor adapters for conversion of 756 mm. British puns to
high speed transport. This order is evidently for the modernization
of guns turned over by the United States Government.

Representatives of the British Purchasing Commission visited
Aberdeen Proving Ground last week to see the 37 mm. anti-tank gun.
The Commission is very much interested in this run and may ask for
permizsion to produce it in this country.

PO
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In recent reporte, reference war made to the interest of the
Britlsh in our latest 105 mm. howitzer. This has been followed up
by other activities of the Commission tending to convince the British
War Office that produetion of artillery in this country chould be
of this model.

Congideration is being given by the Navy Department to a
request from Canada for surplus 3-pounder and €-pounder navel guns.

Arrangements were completed and several transactions handled
for the coordination of British negotiations with those of the United
Statee., The Hational Defence Comrission cpecified the nature of the
reports to be furnished by the British and is now clearing their re-
guests for negotiations with specific companies. A procedure has been
worked out whereby these reguests from the British Purchasing Com-
pdesion ean be handled in an expeditious manner and replies cbtained
vithin five days of date of receipt.

CHILE

The Chilean Government has ordered Z50 kilometers of field
wire of the Army W-11l0 design. This order is with Generzl Calble
Corporation.

Negotiations are in progress with the Timken-Detroit Axle
Company to obtain fouwr sete of adapters for 155 mm. howitzers. The
¥War Department las given permission to use the Army design, and
Government machinery on hand at the plart will be leased for the ehort
time needed to produce these adapters.

It seems probable that Chile will also be inouiring soon for
twenty-four 75 mm. pack howitzers.

NORIAY

In a previous report reference was made to a request by the
Norwegian Government for priority in supply of six Fairchild training
airplanes, It was necessary to inform the Norwegians that this
pricrity camnot be considered until the company has caught up in ite
deliveries for the United States Government.

URUGUAY

Information has been prepared and forwarded to the War Plans
Divigion for transmissien to the Covernment of Uruguay of the costs
and probable delivery dates of airplanes in which that Covernment has
an interest. This information included cuotations from the interested
aircraft companies, which were kindly arranged for by the Aeronautkal
Chamber of Commerce.

. Roosevelt Library
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IRON_AND SUEFI, ORDERS

The American Iron and Steel Institute has fwrnished a tabula-
tion of orders for iron and steel production for foreipn ghipment on
the books of 108 comranies as of July 1, 1840, This tabulation
indicates that orders for delivery through December 51, 1840 total
88,000 tons for exvort and 1,555,000 tons for domestic account.

For the Clearsnce Commit & Navy Munitiens Board:

AS// -:.r. =0
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CHARLES HINES,
EDlUﬂBl, U. 8. j.rﬂ'_'f,
Chairmen,
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY . '/ I /2
WASHINGTON, D, C. -/,:', h S
August 16, 1940 Al

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Encloged for the information of the
President is Report No, 50 on the subject of
Foreign Inquiries for Production of Hunitions.

Hobert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C,

Beport lig..50 . August 12, 1940

MEMORANDUM TO: The cecretary of Var
The Secretary of the Havy
The Aseistent Secretery of Var
The feristant Seeretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

CUBJECT: Foreign Inouiries for Production of Munitions

1. 1In accordance with instructions to gubmit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inouwiries for military ecuip-
ment, the following notes sre mede:

BRITISH PURCHASIIG. COMITSSION

In connection with the interest of the British Purclas-
ing Commission in the procurement of 105 mm. howitzers of Americesn
design in this country, & conference was held with representatives
of the Comniseion concerning the fuzes used in the ammmition for
thic pun. It was decided thet if the 105 mm, howitzer is actually
tut into production the T-18 fuze and the li-20 booster should be
uged, Thirs combination seems to fit the needs of the British to
the best edvantage.

Reference has been made in rreviocus reports to recuests
for clearances to nepotiate orders for military ecuipment. These
clearances are handled by the National Defence Comriseion, after
comments from the War and Navy Departuents, and are intended to
minimize the dancer of conflict with orders under our ovn nre-
paredness program. About forty of thece recuests have been
cleared or are in procees of clearance. In general, the War
Departnent has taken the attitude that any coniracte flowing out
of these clearesnces should be sirned before veptember 15, that
subeontracte for compoments should be cleared in the same manner,
and that copies of the eontracts chould he furnished for the files.

Recuest for use of 57 mm. anti-tunk pun design hag been
made, by agking for permission to negotinte for the manufacture
of 500 guns and 1,000,000 rounds of ammunition.

Franklin 0, Roowevelt Library
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Action ie in rrocess to make available the design for the
medium tenk, as modified for heavier armsment and armor. Several
conferences with the British about the details of thir tank and
the changes which should be made to render it better adapted for
modern warfare have taken place. The British are bringins to this
country ceveral of their own models, and contact with them has
been established to have these models sent to Aberdeen Proving
Ground for examination and test.

An interest has been shown in obtainine information on
the ingredients for tracer ammnition and the method of manu-
facture. As these ingredients are secret, it was found necessary
to dizapprove the recuest. There is no objection, however, to
supply of finished ammunition of this type, but disclosure of
the ingredients and methods of manufacture would permit of manu-
facture abroad and this is, at present, contrary to the policy
of the Government.

Specifications and manufacturing information on all types
of caliber .50 ammmition have been recuested [or the rurpose of
starting a small arme ammunition factory in Canada. This recvest
has also been denied under the policy of discoursgine manufacture
abroad of our models.

The British took over French 75 mm. chell orders, totalling
about 2,000,000 rounds. Comritments were made by the French for
the materials and, although effort has been made to have these
orders chenged over to the Americin model, it seems imorobable
that this can be done because the orders have pone too far to be
changed. This will mean thet French Mk, I ammmition will be
produced on the orders, For moct purposes this ammmition is
perfectly sulitable, rarticularly in low veloeity guns., It is not
g0 degirable as stream-lined ammmition for hirh velocity rune.

The incuiries being received at the precent time for
British orderz sre predominantly for ordnence. The emphasic has
ehifted from airplaner to ordnance for the time being.

CHILE

The Tar Departuent has decided to declare surplus four
anti-aireraft model 1918 and thirteen 10" guns for possible sale
to Chile under the Pittman Act. To date the Chileans have not
indicated whether they desire to take adventsge of the privilere
of buying theee guns.

Permiscion has been requested to use our design for an
order of twenty-four 75 mm. pack howitgers.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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NETHFRLANDS

A conference was held with the Dutch rerresentatives
concerning the airecraft needs of the Netherlands Fast Indies.
411 of thelr orders were reviewed snd their future demandes
obtained. The National Defense Commiseion will, in the near
future, determine whet con be done to assist in the aircralt
procurement problem of the Netherlands East Indies.

For the Cleuzrsnce Comumittee, Army & Havy Munitione Doard:

GHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U, 5. Army,
Chairman.
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WAR DEPARTMENT .
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY /

WASHINGTOM, D, C, | 4 ‘/

 Ahugust 21, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSOHN,
Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the

President is Report No. 51 on the subject of

——

Foreign Inguiries for Production of Munitioms.

sl P

Robert P, Patterson,
The Assistant Secretery of War.




fugust 21, 1940

UMEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E, M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the
President is Report No, 51 on the subject of

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

flobert P, Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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August 20, 1940, B{‘J <.: . b200.9 (9/27/58)
Report No, 51. Date- 7_, ’_f_,?ﬂ
8=
MEMURANDUM TOt The Secretary of Var Signatur o

The Secretary of the Navy

The Assistant Secretary of War

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of 5taff

The Chiel of Naval Operations

BUBJECT: Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitions.
l, In accordance with instructions to submit from time to

time & brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are mades

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSICN

Further conferences have been held and visits made to Aberdeen
Proving Ground in connection with the British medium tank program.
From present indicatioms this initisl program will involve 2,000 tanks,.
The War Department will obtein soon a list of the firms with which
the British desire to negotiaste and furnish these firms with enough
information on which to base bids.

A British A-15 tank is enroute to this country from Canada,
This tank was brought to Canade by General Fratt and will be sent to
Aberdeen Proving Ground for exsmination and tests by the Ordnance
Department, A crew of 1 officer and B men is accompanying the tank
and will explain and demonstrate it at the Proving Ground.

The British have a 2,000-pound armor piercing bomb which is
of some interest to the military services, The Clearance Committee
filed a request with the British Purchasing Commission for information
on this bomb, and it has been learned that the British War Office has
approved this request and the drawings will be sent to the United States.

A need is developing for a proving ground to test Eritish
materiel produced in this country. Assistance has been requested from
the War Department, and it will be possible to give the Eritish in=-
formation on desirable sites 'and such plans as are on hand in the War
Department., A conference has been arranged to discuss the proving ground
and a site will be recommended which will best serve the interests of
the United Gtates. It is estimated that such a proving ground, complete
with an air field, will cost approximately 56,000,000,

~CONTIDENRAL



CONFIDENTIAL-

It has been learned that the Lritish have a 2= ounder anti=-tank
gun with a earriage which ¢an take a G-pounder gun, Arreagements have
been made to obtain the drawings of this convertible carriage so that
they can be studied by the Ordnance D _pertment.

The Navy Department has taken action to make available to
the Canadians some 3-pounder and 6-pounder naval guns for use on patrol
veasels,

One of the ships which was scheduled to take military equipment
to England several months ago was the "Pasteur”. It will be recalled
that an attempt was made to scuttle this ship in a Canadian port, but
that the ship was saved and the cargo unloaded. Among the items un-
loaded were 95 Eritish lodel 75 mm guns and epproximetely 80,000 rounds
of ammunition. The ammunition evidently sustained some water demage
and advice was sought by the British Purchasing Commission as to what
should be done to renovate this smmunition. A gualified civilian con-
sultant was recommended to the Commission, and it is believed that with
proper methods the ammunition can be reclaimed,

Approximately B0 notifications of intentions to negotiate have
been recelved from the British Purchasing Commission. Uoet of these
have been cleered through the War and Navy Departments and notification
given to the lNational Defense Commission, As only 5 days ere sllowed
for these clecrances, it has been a difficult task to keep up to date and
furnigh intelligent reports because of the size of the contracts in-
volved.

UNIOH OF SOUTH AFRICA

A report has been received from the South African Legation of
its recent orders in this country. There are a few machine tools on
this list, but the principal items are 3,000 tons of tin plate valued
at $450,000 and 2,500 motorcycles and mccessories vzlued at $802,000.
This large motoreycle order is placed with Harley-Dnvidson Company,
Milwaukec, Visconsin,

[ETHERLANDS INDIE

An order has been placed with the National Forge & Ordnance
Company, Irvine, Pennsylvania for 100 anti-tank guns and ammunition.
The gun and emmunition designs are owned by the firm,

Orders have sleo been placed with the Triumph Exploasives, Inc.,
Elkton, Maryland for 300,000 hand grenades and 558,000 pounds of TNT,
Of the hand grenade order, 250,000 will be of the Army Mk II type de-
fensive grenade, and the remaining an offensive type owned by the
ranufeacturer.

The lietherlsnds order with Colt Fatent Fire Arms Company totals
1,814 caliber 3C and celiber 50 mechine guns. Of these, 2ll but 370 are

Franklin D. Roowevelt Library
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SUSKINERE 9
of the airecraft type,

Hext to the British Purchasing Commission, the Netherlands
Indies Purchasing Commiseion has the largest demand for munitions
in this country., Every eflort is being made to build up the
munitions reserve of the Netherlands Indies as soon as possible and
in Roport No. 50 & brief reference was made to the activities in
connection with the supply of airplanes.

BRAZIL

An order for 16 5=inch naval guns and mounis has been placed
with the Netional Forge & Ordnance Company, Irvine, Fennsylvania,.
This is an order which has been under discussion for a considerable
period of time and is of advantage to the Navy Department in initiat-
ing a source of 5-inch guns which will be useful for our own national
defense needs.

Arrangements are now being made to sell 2,000 12-inch AP,
loaded projectiles with an option to buy 3,000 mdditional. These will
be sold by the Kavy Department under the provisions of the Pitiman fAct
and have been declared "not essential to the national defense™ by the
Chief of Nawval Operations, The projectiles concerned ccn be used in
the l2-inch guns previously purchased from the Army.

IRAN

A conference was held with the Minister of Iran and his
military advisors concerning the purchase of 50 Douglas Bomber and
30 Curtiss Fighter Airplanes. The Minister set forth the great need
for these airplanes in his couniry and asked that a priority be granted
so that they can be obtained in the near future. It seems doubtful
that such a priority can be granted because of the needs of our own
national defense program,

'Y VACUMN OIL COM

A report has been received from the Socony Vacumn 0il Company
showing the shipment of petroleum products by that firm during the
second quarter of 1940, The report indicates that the firm shipped
aviation gasoline to France only during thet pericd., Japan obtained
791,000 barrels of diesel and fuel oil out of the total of 909,000
barrels, and obtained from this firm no aviation gasoline during this

pﬂriﬂd- —

- :
For the Clearance Committee, & MNavy tibns Boards
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DE( £D CHARLES HINES,
bt Colonel, U, 3. Army,
Ugld g Chairmen,
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August 20, 1940 :
1 B8 Ll sz00.9 (8/27/88)
Beport Wo, 51,
Date- Vﬁ = ’,- 78
The ecretary of the Navy Signature- il

The Assistant ‘ecretary of War

The Assistant Secrctary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Gtaff

The Chief of Nawval Operations

SUBJECTs Foreign Inquiries for iroduction of Munitions,

ls In mecordance with instructions to subslit froe time to
time a brief report on foreipn inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes nre made:

SRTIISH PUIGIASING COMMISSE ON

Further conferences have been held and visits made to Aberdeen
Proving Ground in comnestion with the Pritish mediws tank program,
‘rom present indicatlons this initial program will imvelve 2,000 tanks,
The Yer Department will obtain soom a list of the firms with which
the Eritish desire to negotiate and furnish these firms with enough
information on which to base bids,

A Britlsh A=15 tank is enroute to this country from Canadas,
This tank wus brought to Camada by Gemersl Pratt mnd will be sent to
Aberdeen Proving Ground for examination and tests by the Ordnance
Department., A orew of 1 of ‘icer and 3 men is accompanying the tunk
and will explain and demonstrate it at the Froving Ground.

The British have a 2,000-pound armor piereing bomb which is
of some interest to the military serviges, The Clearacce Committes
filed a request with the Dritish jurchasing Commission for information
on this bonb, and it had been lea:ned that the Hritish War Offise has

apyroved this request and the drawings will be sent to the United ‘tates.

A need is developing for e proving ground to test Dritish
materiel produced im this country, Assisiance has been requested from
mmn-m.-uuduhpommunummtmm
tm-iﬂhﬂhdh&u‘lﬂhﬂmumuhﬂuﬂ-nr

Depestment, A confersage has been wrranged to discuss the proving ground

and & site will be recommendsd whioh will best serve ths intoreats of

the United itates. It is estimated that such a proving ground, complete

with an air field, will cost approximately {,000,000,
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It has been learned that the British have a 2=pounder anti=tank
gun with a earriage which ean take a G=pounder gun, Arrengements have
been made to obtain the drewings of this convertible oarriage so that
they ean be studied by the Ordnance Department,

The Navy Department has teken action to make available to
the Cunadiens some j=pounder mnd Ge=pounder naval guns fer use on patrol
veosels,

One of the ships which was scheduled to take military equipment
to Kngland several months ago wes the "Pasteur”., It will be recalled
that an attempt wae mmde to scuttle this shi; in a Canadian port, but
that the ship was saved and the cargo unloaded, fimong the items un-
loaded were 95 British Model 75 mm guns and approximately 80,000 rounds
of amrunition, The smmunition evidently sustained some water damage
and advice was sought by the British Purchasing Commission as to what
should be done to removate this mmwunition, A qualified civilian gon=
sultant was recommended to the Commission, mnd it is believed that with
proper methods the ammunition omn be reclaoimed,

Approximntely B0 notifications of intentions to negotiate have
been received from the British FPurchasing Commission, Most of these
have been cleared through the War and Navy Departments and notifieation
given to the National Defense Commimeion, As only 5 days are allowed
for these clearances, it has becn a diffioult task to kecp uo to duote and
furnish intelligent reports because of the size of the contructs in-

volved,
IDNION O SOUTH AFRICA

A report has been received from the South Alrigan Legntion of
its recent orders in this country, There are a few machine tools on
this list, but the prineipal items are 3,000 tona of tin plate walued
at §450,000 and 2,500 motoreycles and mgcessories valued at $882,0c0,
This large motoreyole order is placed with Harley=Davidson Company,

iilwaukee, ¥isconsin,
LETRRLANDS LI DIES

An order has been placed with the Nat
company, Irvine, Pemnsylwania for 100 anti-tank guns
ml-m-dﬂnhdmmmndhthnn.

Orders have also been placed with the Triumph Explosives, Ing.,
Elkton, Maryland for 300,000 hand gremades and 558,000 pounds of TNT.
Of the hand grenmde order, 250,000 will be of the irmy
fensive grenade, and the remaining an of fensive iype owned
manufaoturer,

The Netherlands order with Colt iatent 'ire Arms Company
1,814 caliber 30 and onliber 50 machine guns. Of the
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of the aricraft type,

Next to the !ritish Furchmsing Commiselion, the Netherlands
Indies Purchasing Commission has the largest demand for munitions
in this country, Ivery effort is bein; made to build up the
munitions reserve of the Nethcrlands Indies as soon as possible and
in Report Nm. 50 e brief reference was made to the activities in
connection with the supply of airplanes,

BRAZIL

An order for 16 5-inch naval guns and mounts has been placed
with the National Forge & Ordmance Company, Irvine, Pennsylvania,
This is an order which has been under diseussion for s considerable
period of time and is of advantage to the Navy Department in initiate-
ing a source of 5-inch guns which will be useful for our own national
defense needs,

Arrangements are now bein; made to sell 2,000 l2-inch A.F,
loaded projectiles with an option to buy 3,000 additional, These will
be sold by the Navy Department under the provisions of the Pittman Act
and have becn declared “not essentiml to the national defense” by the
Chief of Navel Operations, The projectiles concerned ~ean be used in
the 12-ineh gums previously purchased from the Army,

K conference was held with the Minister of Iran and his .
military advisors conedrning the purchase of 50 Douglas Bomber and
30 Curtiss Fighter Adrplanes, The Minister set forth the great need
for these airplanes in his country and asked that a phiority be granted
80 that they oan be obtained in the near future. It seems doubtful F
that such a priority ean be granted because of the needs of our own
national defense program,

SOCONY VACUMN OIL COMPANY

A report has been received from the Socony Vacumn 0il
showing the shipment of petroleum products by that firm during the
second quarter of 1940, The report indicates that the firm shipped
aviation gasoline to Franee only during that period, Japan obtained
791,000 barrels of diesel and fuel oil out of the total of 909,00C
barrels, and obtained from this firm no aviation gasoline during thie
P'ﬂd.‘

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions EBoards
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 26, 1940,

VEMORANDUM ¥FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the
President is Report Neo, 52 on the subject of

Foreign Inquiries [or Production of Munitions.

s PPy

Hobert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of Var,



August 28, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the
Fresident is Report No. 52 on the subject of

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitionms.
(5igned) ROBERT P. PATTERSON

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of Var.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D, C.
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Report No. 52, | OO0 Lid s200. (9/27/68)

MEMORANDUM TOt The Secretery of War bate- )+~ 29.70

The Secretary of the Navy o
The Assistant Secretary of waflgnatares w . l‘r“
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy i

The Deputy Chief of Staff

The Chief of Nawval Operation,
SURTRCT Foreign Inquiries for Produetion of Munitionms.
1, In accordance with instructions to submit from time teo
time a2 brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes are mades

ERITISH FURCHASING COMMISSION

A flood of applications from the British Purchasing Commission
for permission to negotiate with American firms for ertillery and
artillery ammunition is being received by the War Department for com-
ments and clearance to the National Defense Commission. Ve have been
so far notified of artillery negotiations totaling $302,000,000 and
artillery ammunition negotiations toteling $292,000,000. The program
is apparently by no means complete, and because of its effect on our
own national defense preparation, the Clearance Committee has sug=
gested to Mr. Knudsen that conferences be arranged with the Eritish
so that sources for our own and British uses may be established., As
it is essential that the entire British program be mads clear as soon
as possible, it was further suggested that they bring to the conferences
their total requirements for orders in this country for the items needed.
The Clearance Committee also urged thet the use of United States models
be offered so that insofar me practicable production in this country
will be of models useful for our own needs, There must, of course, be
an exception for emmunition needs for guns in service in Fngland end
meintenance requirements for these guns such as spare barrels, It
gseems ;robable that conferences as suggested will be arranged in the

near future.

One of the Britiesh requirements uncovered the fact that there
may be e shortage of duck of the type neoded for tents. The United
states' requirements in this kind of duck are very large and it has
been necessary to oppose British orders until a conlerence has been
held with them to review the situation and determine how the british
and United States requirements can be met from facilities which ap-

pear inadequate.
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CONEIDENHAE

Conferences on the larger aspects of the Eritish program
are needed because the United itates is not ready to go ahead on
some of the larger orders. It is necessary to make sure that the
British do not pre-empt facilities which will be later needed for
United States production,

A conference was held on August 22, 1940 with Eritish repre-
sentatives concerning the project for a proving ground, Eritish re-
presentatives were advised to use a United States firm to develop these
facilities and a number of sites were discussed with them., No decision
was reached but it seema probable that they will not undertake = com=-
plete proving ground of the type used in the United States, but will
try to get along wherever possible with limited facilities created at
plants producing on their orders.

The British A-15 tank with its crew of 9 men has arrived at
Aberdeen Froving Ground where it will be demonstrated to repressntatives
of the United States. There is a report that the British will also
bring to this country other types of British armament, including their
latest model 25-pounder gun.

The French purchased & considerable quantity of steel for
20 mm and 25 mm shell orders which probably will not meet with Eritish
and American standards. The Eritish are considering liquidation of
this gtock and it may be necessary to help them sell it, It can be
used in the automotive industry but is unsuitable for high velocity pro-
Jjectiles, because of the danger of breaking up in the gun,

The Commission is gradually building up a staff of military
techniecal advisors. Advisors for the aircreft program have been in
this country for the last 6 months. Recently, advisors for tank, ar-
tillery and chemical warfare items have arrived.

IRAY

Conferences have been held with official representatives of
the Government of Iran concerning needes for stecl, chemicala, armament
and radio equipment. A list of firms to be initially approached by
the Iranian representatives has been furnished,

METHERLANDS TVDIES

The Netherlands Indies Ordnance Commisgion is seeking a source
for the production of 01 mm mortars and it seems probable that they
will seek the use of the Stokes-Brandt design., The local representa-
tive of that company will not object if they desire to place orders in
this country and will grant & license,

Brokers have approached the Commission to sell Enfield rifles
and ammunition which they propose to obtein from Government stocks.

Fronklin D. Reesevelt Library
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—CONEDEN

This is similar to other attempts of private individusls to sell
surplus stocks which they think they can obtain from the United
States Government, The Commission has been advised to have nothing
to do with any of these propositions.

An export license issued August 13, 1930 for 1100 Lewis Guns
and 350,400 rounds of ammunition seems to indicate that this materiel
was obtained from the British and is a part of the stocks recently
sold to an intermediary for British asccount.

CHILE

The Chilean Embassy now has authority from the home Govern=~
ment to place an order with the Timken-Detroit Axle Company for 4 sets
of adepters for 155 mm Howitzers, Permission to use our design for
this order wes granted sometime amgo.

SWEDEN

A conference was held by the Fresident's Liaison Comzittes
with the Swedish Minister concerning export licenses for Swedish
orders placed in this country., The Minister was advised of the
attitude of our Government on exports to Sweden at this time.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & N lugitions Hoards

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. 5. Army,
Chairman,

Franklin B. Roowsvelt Library
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DEGLASSIFIED
DD Dli szo0.e (9/27/68)
August 26, 1340,

Date- = 7—’ el
Signature- Wﬁ'

ITHORAKDUY TOt The Secretary of Yar
The leeretary of the lavy
The Assistant “ecretary of Wer
The Assistant jeoretary of the Mavy
The Deputy Chiel of Staff
The Chief of Nawal Operations.

SUBJECTS Foreign Inquiries for /rodustion of Munitions.

1. In socordance with instrustions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inguiries for sdlitary equipment,
the following notes are mades

BAITISH PURCHASING COMMIS o)

A floed of mpplications from the British Furghasing Commission
for permission to negotiate with Americen firms for artillery and
artillery asmunition is being received by the Var Ugpartment for com=
ments and ¢learmnce to the Mational Nefense Commission, ¥e have beon
80 far notified of artillery negotiations totaling 302,000,000 and
artillery amsunition negotistions totaling 292,000,000, The ;
is apperently by no means gcomplote, and besause of its effect on our
own national defense preparation, the Clearance Committee has sug-
geated to Mr, Knudsen that conferengses be arranged with the british
80 that sources for our own and Eritish uses ray be established. As
it ie essential thet the entire British program be made ¢lear as soon
as possible, it was further suggested that they bring to the conferences
their total requirements for orders in this country for the items needed,
The Clearance Commitiee also urged that the use of United . tntes models
be offered so that insofar as practiesble production in this eountry
will be of models useful for our own needs. There must, of course, be
an exceptior for ammunition needs for guns im serviee in 'ngland and
maintenance requirements for these guns such ms spare barrels, It
seems probable that conferenses ms suggested will be arranged in the
near future,

One of the iritish requirements uncovered the fact that there
may be a shortage of duck of the type needed for tents, The United
‘tates' requirements in this kind of duck are very large and it has
been necessary to oppose British orders until a conference has been
held with them to review the situation and determine how the GLritish
and United States requirements can be met from facilities which ap-

pear inadequate,
—LHHHBENTIAT
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Conferenges on the larger nespects of the Hritish Progran
are needed becnuse the United States is not ready Lo go ahead on
some of Lhe larger orders, It is uecessary to make sure that the
British do not pre=empt facilities which will be later needed for
United States productionm,

A couferenge wae held on August 22, 1940 with British repre=
sentatives concerning the ;roject for a jroving ground, British re=
presentatives were advised to use a United States firm to develop these
facilities mnd m number of sites were discussed with them, Neo decleion
w#as reached but it seers probable that they will not undertuke a com=
plete proving ground of the type used in the United itates, but will
try to get along wherever possible with limdted frellities oreated at
plants produsing om their orders,

The british A=15 tank with its erew of 9 men arrived at
Aberdeen I'roving Ground where it will be demonstrated to represcitatives
of the United States. There is a report that the British will alse
bring to this country other types of bBritish armmmont, ingluding their
latest model 25=pounder gun,

The French purchased a considerable quantity of steel for
20 mm and 25 mm shell orders which probably will not meet with Sritisgh
and Awerican standards, The British are considering liquidation of
thie stock and it may be negessary to hel; them sell it, It can bLe
used in the mutomotive industry but is unsuitable for high velooity pro-
Jeetiles, beonuse of the danger of breaking up in the gun,

The Commission is gradually bullding up a staf( of military
technieal advisors, Advisors for the aireraft program have been in
this country for the last 6 months, Recently, advisors for tank, ar-
tillery and chemionl wnrfare iterms have arrived,

ABAK

Conferences have been held with of figinl representatives of
the Government of Iranm eongerning needs for steel, chemicals, armament
and radio equipment, A list of ‘irms to be initially appromched by
the Iranian representatives has bern furnished,

The Netherlands Indies Ordnance Commission is socking a source
for the production of Bl mm mortars and it secms probable that they
will seck the use of the tokes=Hrandt design, The losal representa=
tive of that corpany will mot object if they desire to place orders in
this country and will grant a license,

Brokers have approsched the Commission to sell "niieid rifles
and smunition which they propose to obtain from Government stocks.

Tiaklin B, Reessvelt Library
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This Lis slmilar to other attempyts of private individuals to sell
surplus etocke which they think they can obbtain from the United
States Governmeni, The Commission has been ndvised to have nothing
to do with any of these propositions,

An export license issued August 13, 1740 for 1100 Lewis Ouns
und 350,400 rounds of mmmnition seors to indicate that this materiel
was obteined from the Lritish and is & purt of the stocks recently
sold to an interwediary for British secounl,

st
The Chllean Jubussy now has authority frem the home Goverm=
ment to place an order with the Timkea-Detroii ixle Compuny for 4 sets

of adapters for 155 mm Howitsers. Fermission to use our design for
this order was granted sometime ngo,

SELLN

A oonferenge was held by the iresident's Lisison Commdttee
with the lwedieh Minister concerning export licenses for Swedish
orders placed ln this country. The Minister wens advised of the
attitude of' our Govorment en wxpurts to Sweden at thls Lime,

For the Clearance Coumdtioe, Army & Nawy Munitions Doard:r

CHANLES MINES,
Golenel, U, 5. Army,
Chairman,

4 U, Hoosevelt Library
RCDl ACDICIES
f!f_bl_r" Jii L'i:.

D80 Dik. szco.s (8/27/58)

pate- D= TF=7 &
Signature- ’Vaﬂ— o



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY o
WASHINGTON, D, €,

September 10, 1940,

MEMORANDUM ¥OR GEMERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Enclosed for the information of the

President is Report No. 53 on the subject of
™

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions,.

AP P

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War,




COMNHBENFHAE

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

September 10, 1%40.
Franklin D. Roosevelt Librar,
Report No. 53. DEGLACSIFIED
DOD DIK. s200.9 (8/27/58)

MEMORANDUM TOs The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy

The Assistant Secretary of War Date- 7« q I~ e

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy

The Deputy Chief of Staff Signature. M .
The Chief of Naval Operations. e

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitiona.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreipgn inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

1NC COMMISSION

The pressure of requests for technical infermation conecerning
mmnitions to be procured by the British and visits to industrial
plants is on the increase. Some difficulty is being experienced in
obtaining prompt answers to these requests because of the volume of
work in the various bureaus of the War Department. This pressure is
in part due to the fact that the Purchasing Commission has 1100
persons in its New York Office, many of whom desire assistance of
some kind from our Govermment. The office in Viashington is also ex-
panding and it is expected that within a shert time 150 will be em-
ployed. The ninth floor of the Willard Hotel has been rented for
this increased of fice force.

Negotiations are in progress with six firms for the production
of medium tanks. These tanks will be of the modified American design
and within a short time the War Department will provide drawings to
the firms involved so that they can make bids.

Owing to the danger of conflict with the United States program,
to be carried out under the appropriations just approved by the Congress,
a policy of coordination of our orders with those of the British is
being developed. At the present time many of the British requests for
clearance to negotiate are being held in abeyance until the War Depart-
ment's program is well on its way. The negotiations which are being
held in abeyance are practically all for artillery and artillery am-
munition items,

The present British orders total §1,438,000,000, and approxi-
mately §925,000,000 in additicnal orders have come to our attention

——GONFIBENHA
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for clearance. The capital assistance to date to various plants is
$91, 000, 000.

In & previous report, reference was made to a request from
Canada for the purchase from stocks of cbsolete light tanks of the
fienault model. A Canadian officer has inspected these tanks at
Fort Meade and Rock Island Arsenal and has informed the office that he
has interest in 292 of these tanks. It seems probable that he will
submit requests for their sale to Canada and for the armament needed
for them.

Priority for delivery of six B-2, bombers from the Army order
with Consolidated Aireraft Corporation was requested. After a thorough
study and consulatation with the Air Corps, the Clearance Committee
recommended that this request be refused because of the needs of our
omn Air Corps' expansion program.

=110

The Netherlands-Indies Ordnance Commission has requested the
sale, from Government stocks, of 50,000 rifles and more than 200,000,000
rounds of caliber .30 ammunition. This request will be refused be-
cause all surplus has already been sold.

The York Sale & Lock Company has received a letter of intentions
covering 1,000 Naval mines and an inquiry for 500 depth charges. This
firm seems to be the only one in a position to furnish these items.

The Marmon-HerringtonCompany advises that orders have been
received for the following:

200 = 2-man tanks
120 -  3-man tanks

50 -~ 1l-ton armored car chassis
330 -~ Tractors.

All of these are of models owned by the Company.

The Commission is negotiating with the Navy Department for 4"
and 7" Naval guns. The War Department has found it necessary to re-
serve all of the 7" guns under discussion and some of the 4" guns, pend-
ing establishment of the needs for joint American-Canadian defense.

VENEZUELA

A mission from Venezuela has been received by the President's
Liaison Committee, and it has been found that the materiel to be pur-
chased is practically all commercial. Arrangements have been made to
steer this Mission to the proper suppliers of these commercial articles
by use of the facilities of the National Manufacturers Association.

Franklin D. Roomevelt Library
NEel AoMEIEn - LANFETIT
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IRAN

The Iranian Purchasing Mission is setting up an office in
Washington in the suite of the Marmon-Herrington Company. This
firm has long had relations as American agents for Iran and will
doubtless be of great help to the officer who will attempt to place
munitions orders. Another officer is charged with procurement of
50 bombers and 30 fighters. The question of manufacturing the
Hawk 75-A Airplane in Iran has also been raised by the lission, but
decision has not yet been reached whether objection will be raised by
the War Department to the manufacture abroad of this type of airplane
on the grounds of foreign policy.

THATLAND

The Minister of Thailand requested clearance to negotiate
for 12 each Lockheed, Beechcraft, and Barkley-Grow Airplanes. It was
necessary to inform him that this clearance could not be granted be-
cause of the needs of our own expansion program.

PORTUGAL

The Portuguese Minister informed the Clearance Committee that
a firm which had accepted an order for 133,000 pounds of TNT apparently
can not deliver. Investigation revealed that this is a brokerage firm
which would have to obtain its TNT from regular sources and that such
TNT could not be obtained unless a priority for delivery at the expense
of a Government contract is granted. The Minister was informed that
it seems doubtful that such a priority would be granted.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

7' r -
f‘/ - %
. Roomavealt Libr“,

3 CHARLES HINES,
s Colonel, U. 8. Army,

UUU IR, 5200.9 (8,/27/68) . '

Date- ?""'7‘

'r:ﬂ!urg_w

Jr.
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MEVORANDUM ¥OR GENERAL E, M, WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Fneclosed for the information of the
President is Report No. 53 on the subject of
Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitioms,

Robert P. Pattersom,
The Assistant Secretary of War,
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Besert oo 53 PECLASSIFIED
DUU L. s200.9 (9/27/58)
MEMORANDUM TOs The Jeoretary of War bate- P= 2P ve

The seeretary of the Navy

The Assistamt Secrctary of Var "

The Assistant Secretary of the MV '™r® a"& il
The Deputy Chief of itaff

The Chief of Hawval Operations.

SUBJECTs Foreign Inquiries for Production of Mumitions.

l. In accordnnce with imstructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the followlng notes are mades

BRITISH PURCHAZING COMMISS ION

The pressure of requests for teclmical information concerning
munitions to be procured by the British and visits to ludustrial
plants is on the inerease. Some difficulty is belng experlieaced in
obtaining prompt answers to these requects because of the volume of
work in the various bureaus of the War Department., This pressure is
in part due to the fact that the I'urchasing Commission has 1100
persons in its New York Of:ice, mauy of whom desire assistunce of
some kind from our Govermment, The office in VWashington is also ex-
panding and it is expected that withinm a short time 150 will be e~
ployed. The niamth floor of the Willard Hotel has been remied for
this lnereased offiee force.

Hegotiations are in progress with six firms for the produstion
of wedium tanks, These tamks will be of the wodified /merican design
and within a short time the War Department will provide drawings to
the firms iavolved so that they can make blds.

Owing to the danger of confliot with the United States program,
to be carried out under the apyroprintioms just approved by the Congress,
a policy of coordination of our orders with those of the Eritish is
being developed. AL the present time many of the Eritish requeste for
glearnnge to megotinte are beimg held in abeyance until the Tar Depart-
ment's program is well on its way. The negotiations which are being
held in abeynnee are practieally all for artillery and artillery am=
munition items.

The present British orders total 11,410,000,000, and approxi=
mately $925,000,000 in additional orders have come to our attemtion

—LONHDEMTHAE
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for clearance. The capi.al assistuice to date to various plants is
$91,000,000,

Io & previous report, referengse wns made to a request from
Canmde for the purchase from stocks of obsolete light tumks of the
flenault model. A Canadien of 'icer has inspecied thess tunks at
Yort Meade and Rook Island Arsemal aud has inlormed the office that he
has interest im 292 of these tanks., It seems probable that he will
submit requests for their sale to Canada and for the armament needed
for them,

Priority for delivery of six B=24 bombers from the Army order
with Consolidated Adrern:t Corporntion was requested. After a thorough
study and consultation with the /ir Cerpa, the Clearunge Committee
recomiended that this request be refused because of the needs of sur
own iir Corps' expanaion program,

The Netherlands-indies Ordnange Comeission has requestod the
sale, from Covermment stocks, of 50,000 rifles and more than 200,000,C00
rounds of galiber ,30 mmmunition, This request will be refused be=-
ctuse all surplus has already beem sold,

The York Safe & Loek Com.any has received a letter of irtemtions

umﬁ.l;l.mﬂﬂmduluduuquqrﬂmmw. This
fir-n-tuhth-mlrmunpndumummhhthnn—.

The Marmon=-Herringten Compamy mdvises that orders have bean
received for the following:

200 = Zepan tanks

120 = Je=man tanks

50 = l-tom armored ear chassis
336 = Tragtora.

muruuumnrmhmdhthﬂm.

The Commlioslom is negotiating with the Navy Department for 4"
and 7" Kaval guns, The Yer Department has found it necessary to re-
serve all of the 1" guns under discussion and some of the 4 guna, pend=
ing ostablishment of the necds for Joint Ameriscan=Canadian defense,

A Migsion from Vemezuela has been received by the President's
Liaison Committee, nnd it has been found that the materiel to be pur=
chased is practieally mll com ereinl, Arran emests have beem made to
steer this Wiss on to the proper suppliers of these coamercial articles
by use of the fucilities of the Natiomal Menufucturers Assosiation,

[N, Nasmsvelt Livrasy——OGONFDENTIAE
i n
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The Iranian Purchasing Mission is setting up an offige in
Washington in the suite of the Marmon-Herrington Compony, This
firm has long had relations as American agents for Iran and will
doubtless be of great help to the of ficer who will attempt to place
munitions orders. Another of icer 's charged with procurement of
5C bombers and 3C fighters, ™he questiion of manufscturing the
Hawk 75«A /\irplane in Iran has also been raised by the Mission, but
decision has mot yet bLeen reached whether objection will be raised by
the War Department to the mmnufucture abroad of this type of airplane
on the grounds of foreign poliecy,

s digig
The ¥inister of Thalland requested clearance io negotiate
for 12 each Lockheed, Eeoshoraft, and Barkley=Grow Airplanes, It was

necessary to inform hix that this clearance gould not be granted Le=-
enuse of the needs of our own expansion program,

EQUTUGAL

The Portuguese Miaister informed the Cleerance Comrittee that
a fires which had accepted an order for 133,000 pounds of TNT apparently
enn not deliver, Investigaiion revealed that this is o brokerage firm
which would have to obtain its TNT from regulsr sources and that such
™ could not be obtained wdless a priority for delivery at the expense
of & Government contract is granted, The Minister wes informed that
it seems doubtful that such e priority would be grasted,

Por the Clearance Committee, Arny & lavy Munitions Bomrd:s

Franklin 0. Roosevelt Library
| £ QO 'Lu CHARLES HINLS,
R g ﬂm. Us 8. Army,
Chairman,

[ il
) DIR. 5200.9 (9,/27/58)
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Signatare- M 4
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

September 19, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M, WATSON,
Secretary to the Presldent,
The White House.

Fnclosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 54 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

for Production of Munitions.

A PP

Hobert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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Beptember 19, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL K, M. WATHON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Enclosed for the information of the President
is Report No. 54 on the .ubject of Foreign Inquiries
for Production of Wunitions.

Hobe:rt P. htm.
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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e ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

September 17, 1940,

!'I'E_:!.nkl i_n D. Roosevelt Lisrary
Report, No,_54. LCLASSIFIED
~ DG Uit s200.9 (8/27/68)

—

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War

The Secretary of the Navy il
The Aseistant Secretary of Var bate. & 1'-7‘

The Assistant Secretary of the Na .
The Deputy Chief of Staff Signature- M ‘vﬂ
The Chief of Naval Operations &

SUBJECT Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are mades

EH PURCHAS G )

Actlon is in progress to release from secret status the in-
gredients of tracer composition and the methods of loading fracer car-
tridges so as to enable the Canadian Government to settle a proposal
to construct a small arms cartridge plant for tracer ammmition as
well as other typee in Canada. By a previous action, the War Depart-
ment refused to disclose the details of the tracer composition, but
reconsideration has indiecated that the present preferred statue of
Canada makes it desirable to assist in the development of a cartridge
plant in that ecountry. While the War Department will assist with tech-
nieal information for thias plant, a proviso has been inserted in the
release that there will be no interference with procurement of machin-
ery for emall arms ammunition plants to be developed for the United
Ctates program. This means that the Canadian plant will not be given
any speclal priority for its machine tools unless the requirements of
the joint defense program require such action.

The Canadians are also interested in the development of a load-
ing plant for artillery ammunition and bombs, and a request hae been
received for the loan of War Department plane for loading plants. Can-
adien representatives also desire to visit the Picatinny Arsenal to ob-
tain instruetion in methods of loading. The basic idea is that the
plant in Canada will be similar to plants to be constructed in the
United States. It seems probable that the assistance recuested by the
Canadians will be approved.

Reference was made in the last report to a reguest that the
Canadian Government be allowed to purchase obsolete Renault tanke. A
Canadian officer has finished inspection of the tanks on hand at Rock
Island Arsenal and Fort Meade, and has indicated which tanke are sult-

TONFIDENTI—
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able for their neede. He railsed the question of awailability of
20 tank guns and & quantity of ammmition for these guns. OSteps
have been taken to determine whether this number of gune can be de-
clared surplus and cold with the tanks. Since some of the tanks
are not in condition to run, he has also asked that sufficient work
on them be authorized so that they can be run onto flat cars under
their own power,

It ie becoming evident that co-ordination of the United
ctates and British programs is absolutely necessary, if there is to
be no interference between them in certain key industrial facilities.
A considerable number of negotiation requeste has been placed in abey-
ance, pending a study of possible conflicts of these programs. It
also seems evident that some practical assistance will have to be giv-
en by our government in ensuring the placement of British orders in
first class facilities. Meanwhile, gradual progrese iz being nade in
clearing through the National Defense Commission some of the negotia-
tion renuests submitted by the British, which have been heretofore
held in abeyance. The recueste beingz cleared are those where study
indicates that there is little daneer of interference with the United
States program.

4 request has been received msking for the sale of three medi-
um tanks from stock for use in British tank schools. This recuest
flows out of the decision of the British to use the American model of
medium tank, which has been released to them for export sales negotia-
tion, and ic now the subject of negotiation with six American firme.
It seems improbable that the War Department will be able to spare the
three tanke needed for the British tank schools.

Requests for viegits to manufacturing plants, in connection
with negotiations, continue to be numercus. In general, the Var De-—
partment has acted promptly on these requests for any plants having
Army orders and the Navy for plants engaged on naval orders. ihere
there are no orders, no objections have been made to vieits by person-
nel of the British Purchasing Commission. In addition to vieite by
personnel, numerous requeste for teclmical information and other ag-
sistance from our government are beine received. These are process—
ed as rapidly as possible and the general result is that technicel in-
formation is freely furnished after clearance by the military intelli-
gence services of the government.

The drawings for 105 mm howitser ammunition have been furnish-
ed. This tvpe of gun is under serious consideration for production by
the British in this country, and is a further example of the tendency
to standardization of models between the two governments,

Franklin 1, Roomavalt Library
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A requeet was made for permission for British flying per-
sonnel to test fully armed aircraft in the air. ©Since this involv-
ed a matter of policy within the cognizance of the State Department,
the advice of that department is being sought as to the propriety of
allowing the testing of armament by British personnel.

NORNAY

The Norwegian legation has requested that 21 4v guns from
surplus Navy stock be sold for the arming of merchant ships. It has
been learned that sixteen of these gune are for whaling ships now
being fitted out in Canada for escort duty under the Norwegian flag
in European waters, and that the other five are for whale factories
and transport ships which will shortly go to the Antarctic Ocean on
a whaling voyage. The opinion of the State Department as to a release
of these guns to Norway has been requested. Thelr transfer to the Var
Department for disposal is necessary because the Navy Department has
no legal authority to dispose of them.

Six Fairchild Training Adrplasnes were recently approved for
sale by the Fairchild Company to the Norwegian training squadrons in
Canada, This turned out to be a&n insufficient number and four addi-
ticnal airplanes have now been authorized for this need.

VENEZUFLA

The mission to buy commercial naval stores obtained consider-
able assistance from the Navy Department in the preparation of speci-
fications to cover the items to be purchased. The National Manufae-
turers Association will now ascist the mission to contact the proper
firme. It has been reported that the mission is greatly pleased with
the assistance given both by the Government and by the National Manu-
facturers Association.

BRAZIL
The Brazilian Military Commission is seeking sources for the
procurement of two groups of controlled mines of the Coast Artillery

type. The names of the firms which usually supply these items to the
Coagt Artillery are being furnished.

THAILAND
The Minister of Thailand is negotiating with the Marmon-

Pa;ilin D. Roosevelt Livrary
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Herrington Company for 20-50 Marmon-Herrington tanks and the
same number of armored cars.

For the Clearsnce Committee, Army & Nevy Munitions Board:

A >y ™

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. 8. Army,
Chairman.

(clin D, Roomevelt Library
5 1.;:.[]

T i. 5200.9 (9/27/58)
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gradual
clearing through the National Defense Commission some
tlen requests submitted by the British, which have been heretof
held in abeyance. The requests being cleared are those where study
indieates that there is little danger of interference with the United
States program.

A request Las been received asking for the sale of three medi-
um tanks from stock for use in Britisk tank schools. This request
flows out of the decision of the British to use the American model of
mediug tank, which has been released to them for export sales negotia-
tion, and 1s now the subjectéem of negotiation with six American firms.
It-_mmtmmwumh:munmm
three tanks needed for the British tank schocls.

Gequests for vislie teo manufacturing plants, in comnection
with negotlations, continue Lo be numercus. In general, the War De-
partment has acted promptly on these requests for any plants having
Army orders and the Navy for plants engaged on naval orders. Where
there no orders, no objections have been made to visits by persen-
Comsission. In addition to visits by

s
£
:

The d rawings for 105 mm howitser ammunition have been furmish-
ed., This type of gun is under serious consideration for productien by
the British in this country, and is & further example of the tendency

ion of models between the two governments.

Frauklin D. Roosevelt Library
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EBHBENTHE

Herrington Company for 20-50 Marmon-Herrington tanks and the
sane mimber of srmored cars,

For the Clearance Committee, Army . Navy Munitions Doard.

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. 5. Army,
Chairman.

seanklin D. Aocsevalt Library

(i Ll%. s200.8 (9/27/08)
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WAR DEPARTMENT Naly [/

Ja/L
WASHINGTON A2

September 25, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Fnclosed for the informetion of the President
is Report No. 55 on the subject of Foreign Incuiries

for Production of Munitions.

s Plne

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.




September 25, 1940.

MEMORANLUM FOF GENERAL F, M. WATSON,

Secretary to the President,
The ¥hite House.

Enclosed for the information of the President
is Report MHo. %5 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries
for Froduction of Munitions.

fai@ﬂd\ Fr‘-ﬂ“‘ n  PiTTTTO M

Fobert P. Patterson,
The Aseistent Secretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

September 25, 1940.

Report Ne. 55. Franklin D. Roomevelt Library

N7/ 2SIFIED

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War Yooris i
The Secretery of the Navy i 5300.9 (8/27/58)
The Assistant Secretary of War & E
The Assistant Secretary of the NaBate- 7=&pe2 @
The Deputy Chief of Staff w.

The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Muniticns.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign incuiries for military equipment, the
following notes are mades

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

A notice has been received for the first British contract for
medium tanks of our design. This contract was placed with the Pullman
Standard Car Manufecturing Company on September 18, 1940 and is for
500 tanks; delivery to begin inm 10 months and to be completed in 18
months. It is kmown that the British are negotiating with five other
firms and it is believed probable that each will receive an order for
500 tanks.

Permission has been recuested to use the gage testing laboratory
at New York University for the checking of gages to be used in inspec-
tion of British orders. This laboratory will be used by our New York
Ordnence District and it will be necessary to determine whether any
other work can be undertaken.

The need for a proving ground is still under discussion and
studies are being made by the British of warious locations in this
country. To date no decision has been reached. There have been seversl
consultations with the War Department as to the best solution of the
problem of testing such British production as required proving ground
facilities.

Action is now in progress to turn over from surplus stock addi-
tional military ecuipment. This action includes 250 obsolete 6-ton tanks

for Canada.

A large procurement program for the British Admiralty has been
furnished and is under discussion in the National Defense Commission and
the War and Navy Departments. Heretofore the Admiralty's orders have
totaled only a few million dollars and it is assumed that the program



now on hand is the forerunner of large orders for the British Navy.

A number of requests for permission to negotiate were placed
in abeyance pending the placement of the ordnance program of the War
Department. The need for this abeyance has now disappeared and all
of these recuests have been cleared for negotiation. BSeveral requests
for negotiation on artillery of British pattern which were previously
cleared have now been recalled to permit of action by the National De-
fense Commission to attempt standardization of models with those of
the United States Army. This reconsideration is caused mainly by a
machine tool shortage and s desire to produce in United States plants
models useful to the United States Army insofar as such metion is prac-
ticable. It will be necessary in scting on these reauests now in
abeyance to concider whether the use of machines on British orders
for similar materiel could be readily transferred to materiel useful
to the United States and 1t is expected that when the etudy is completed
most of these reaquests for abeyance will be withdrawn.

An informal committee headed by Mr. Knudsen will hold its
firet meeting this week to study a closer coordinetion of the ma jor
aspects of the British program with our own program.

CHINA

It has been learned that because of the closing of the Burma
road, China is unable to export powder and explosives now on order
with the Hercules and duPont. The Chinese Government desires to retain
ownership of these explosives and has tentatively asked that the ex-
plosives be stored by the United States for their account. The commer—
cial firms do not have the storage space and it seems doubtful that per-
mission can be given for storage on United States Governmment reserva-
tions. This situation is being reviewed to determine whether the United
States, or perheps Great Britain, could take over these orders and re-
place later for Chinese account.

BRAZIL

The Brazilian Air Attache is attempting to purchase $30,000
worth of spare parts for Wright engines. It seems to be an increasingly
difficult problem for foreign governments to place small orders. The
advice has usually been given to them to place the orders and ask for
as early delivery as possible on the theory that quite often a firm is
able to deliver sooner than promised when a small order happens to fit
as a tag-end in a production schedule,

The Clearance Committee is assisting the Navy Department to

provide information to the United States Naval Mission in Brazil on
costs and sources for antiaircraft equipment for Brazilian nawsl bases.

D
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NETHERLANDS-INDIES

The Ordnence Commission is becoming increasingly active in
placing orders and is using the clearance system in effect for Bri-
tish orders. The program for the Netherlands-Indies ranks next to
that of the British in money walue.

Negotiations have been in progress for several weeks to sell
to the Netherlands-Indies some /-inch and 7-inch guns which are con-
sidered surplus by the Navy Department. The W.r Department reserved
some of these guns for possible use in the joint United States——Cana-
dian program but has since withdrawn its reservation. It seems probable
that some of the /-inch and 7-inch guns will be sold to the Nether-
lands Government.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

CHARLES HINES,
cﬂlﬂnﬂl, U. S. Aﬂy,
Chairman.

Hoosevelt Library
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

October 3, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The Thite Housa.

Enclosed for the information of the President
is Report No. 56 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

for Production of Munitions.

U s PP

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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MFMORANDUM FOR GENERAL K. M, WATSON,
Seeretary to the President,

The Thite House,.
Enelosed for the information of the President

is Beport No. 56 on the subject of Yoreign Inquiriee
for Produetion of Munitions.

Robert F, Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War,
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MEMCRANIUM TOs  The Secretary of War pate- 7- 20-63
The Secretery of the Navy f :
The Assistent Secretary of War 2&1’ Af&m
The Assistent Secretary of the Ha'l}l'!*-'m'(w '
The Chief of Naval Operetions

SUBJECT': Foreign Inquiries for Froduction of Hunitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the
following notes are made:

ERITISH PURCHAST NG COMMISSION

Action is in progress to release to the Eritish Government the
Sperry Gyroscope Company stabilized bomb sight of the 0-1 design., It
is contemplated that the stocks on hand of this bomb sight will also be
turned over to the British and a priority given for future deliveries,
It should be understood that this is not the secret Norden sight, but
is & model for which the original version was released for export sale
in 1936.

The unusual situstion has developed that the Navy has found it
necessary to ask for a priority over Canadian orders for the delivery
of 400 binoculars, This priority is being granted by the British Pur-
chasing Comwission,

In a previous report reference was made to the supply of 250
obsolete t~ton tanks to Canada, The movement of these tanke is in pro-
gress at the present time, They are being made available from Rock Island
Arsenal, Fort Meade, Maryland and Fort EBenning, Georgia.

In connection with negotiation requests from the Eritish Purchag-
ing Commdssion indicating the firms which they desire to have cleared
for the placement of their orders, it has been found possible to furnish
the names of other concerns known to the War Department to have available
capacity which will not be needed for the War Department program, Several
names have been thus furnished as the beginning of a procedure to Bug=
gest to the British good sources which are not being used for the United

States program.

In previous reports, reference has been made to a project for
a proving ground. A suggestion was received from the British to set up

CORFIDENTIAL
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this proving ground adjacent to the Army proving ground at Aberdeen,
Maryland., This suggestion has been studied and the Eritish Purchasing

cable because of the probeble interference with the Aberdeen Proving Ground,
The suggestion was made that the British coneider another site in Penn-
sylvania which has been studied by the Ordnance Department and will not

be required for the Army program,

The Government of Canads has asked that 100,000 rifles be sup=
plied from surplus stocks. In view of previous releases of rifles and
the needs of our own program, it has been necessary to refuse the request,

In a previous report, reference was made to the testing of armed
aireraft in this country by British flying personnel, Consultation with
the Secretary of State indicates that there will be no objection on the
grounds of neutrality to such testing in airecraft owned by the manufsc-
turers, This decision will allow British inspection bersonnel to test the
installation of gune and other armaments in the air, The flights made
under this authority will be subject to approval by the War or Navy De-
partments,

NorwAY

As noted in other reports the Government of Norway has asked for
the supply of 21 4-inch guns from Navy surplus stocks. Action is in
progress to transfer these guns to the War Department for disposal to an

intermediary,

NETHERLANDS

The Navy Department has advised that it is prepared to make aveil-
able from surplus stocks for the Netherlands' Government, 60 4-inch guns
and 3,000 shells. These will be transferred to the War Department for
the usual action of sale to &n intermediary.

1RAQ

A Mised on from Irag is at present in Washington attempting to buy
a small quantity of field gune, smell arms, small arms ammunition and
aircraft. As this Mission is rather late in presenting ite procurement
requirements, it seems probable that it will have great difficulty in plac-

ing any orders.

GHINA

The War Department has asked the President's Liaison Committee to
approach the Chinese Government for the release of 350,000 pounds of small

CONHDENTAL
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arms powder now in storage at the duPomt Company for Chinese account,
It has been found that this powder is suitable for U, 5. cartridges and

that there is a pressing need for an imcedinte supply at the Frankford
Arsenal,

For the Clesrance Commities, Army & Havy Munitions Eoards

-
= 2

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U, 5, Army,
rEan.

Franklin .ZZ. Houmuveit Library
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WASHINGTON L Y

Detober 9, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR GEMERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretery to the President,
The White House.

Fnclosed for the informetion of the President
is Report No, 57 on the subject of Forelgn Inquiries

for Froduction of Munitions.

Oy PPy

Robert F. Pattersom,
The Assistant Secretary of War,
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MFMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M, wWATsON,
Seeretery to the President,
The White Inllh

Eneclosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 57 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries
for iroduetion of Munitions,

Robert P, Fatterson,
The Assistant Beoretary of War



—CONFIDENFHA—

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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MFMOHANIUM TOt  The Seecretary of War L e
The Secretary of the Navy Date- 2 =2~ ’ 7 )
The Assistant 5 eretary of War
The Assistant Sgcretary of the Ngtgnature= W’ ) d
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations,
SUBJECT » Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitions,

1. In accordance with inatructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the
following notes are mades

ERITISH PURCHASI NG COMMISSI ON,

Under the sustem of granting clearances for procurement rnego-
tiations, one of the conditions is that copies of procurement contracts
will be furnished to the War Department by the British Purchasing Com-
mission. Several of these contracts have been received and it is ex-
pected that there will be many more as full compliance with this require-
ment progresses, Perhaps the most interesting of these contracts is
that between the Hercules Powder Company and the New Jersey Powder Com-
panys. This transaction involves two contracts, one of which provides
$7,000,000 for the creation of the plant and a fixed fee ms compensation,
while the other is for the production of powder and nitro-cellulose,

In the production contract, base prices of 37-1/2 cents a pound for
powder produced from linters or 37,23 cents & pound if produced from
wood pulp are established, mand there is & further provision for in=
crease or decrease of prices for changes in the cost of labor and
materials. As to decreases in price, the compensation will never be
below the base price.

The Empire orders places, as of September 21, 1940, total
$1,795,000,000. Of particular interest in the latest report from the
British is a capital commitment of $20,000,000 to the Packard Motor
Company for production of aireraft engines.

Reports on South African orders continue to be received se-
parately, The latest report indicates that the South African Govern-

ment is buying hand tools from warious suppliers, 39,000 oil drums from
Asiatic Petroleum Company and 5,000 revolvers from Smith & Wesson, Ine,

Conferences have been held concerning a British requirement for
binoeulars, Sinee 10,000 binoculare are needed immediately, the War

Department is studying the possibility of turning in this number to

_,-——eaw@_fﬂﬁﬂt—
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Bausch & Lomb Optical Company in return for new binoculars teo be
supplied later. The question is yet to be decided whether 10,000
binoculars can be spared without detriment to our own national de-
fense.

The York Safe & Lock Company, m very reliable producer in the
past for the military departments, has received a contract for 500 anti=
tank gun carrisges, The National Pneumatic Company has the contract
for the gun tubes. There are rumors that 1500 additional anti-tank
guns are to be ordered, If thie is done, it will mean that the Eritish
are falling into line on the poliey of standardization announced by
the National Defense Commission, as they have heretofore insisted that
their 2-pounder anti-tank gun is at lemst equal to that of the United
Btates,

Drawings for the medium tenks which are to be ordered by the
British are being sent to the American firms designated by them. Under
digcussion at the present time is also the proposition that some of
these medium tanks will be produced in Canada and it seems that the
War Department will look with favor on such production on the basis of
two=thirds of the total production in the United States and one-third
in Canada,

As referred to in Report No. 56, mction is in progress to
turn over to an intermediary 40 0-1 bomb sights and to allow priority
for production of additional bomb sights. The 0-1 type of bomb sight
has been released for export sale to Great Britain.

All obsolete light tanks and Enfield rifles recently turned
over to the United States Steel Export Corporation for British and
Canadian account have been delivered to the intermediary.

Initial contacts have been made by the Canadian Legation with
& view to supply from surplus Government stocks of 36 obsolescent 3I"
anti-aireraft guns and a number of 10" guns from the coast defenses.
Thie transaction will be a part of the joint American-Canadian defense
program,

Conferences with the Winchester Company indieate that the Bri-
tish expect to develop production of smmll arms ammunition with that
firm for 20,000,000 a week in the ,303 caliber and 1,000,000 to 2,000,000
a week in the .50 caliber, We are informed that the proposed 20,000,000
rate for .303 is twice the Vorld War rate for this company,

IRAN

In a previous report reference was made to an inquiry by the
Government of Iran for rifles, anti-aircraft guns and ammunition. In=

¥ranklin 0. Rogeevalt Library
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formation on possible suppliers is being furnished and the difficulty
on time of delivery and actual placement of orders is being explained.

It secms doubtful that any orders can be placed by this Mission for early
delivery.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Boards

CHARIES HINES,
Colonel, U. S. Army,
Chairmarn,

3. Hoosevell Liprery
Yieu I"J..u
- 5200.9 (8/27/08)

Date- 7-L"‘7b 3
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Frank
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EFVZANDUY TOy  The Sceretary n.: War - L3 ;
The Seeret the g
The ﬁ::;::‘t:.: :lﬂ‘l'{'ﬁl.l‘,"{f VWar pate- 7- " f J‘&M
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy (iﬁd ;
The Deputy Chief of Staff ayguatere-

The Chief of Nawal Operations,
BUEJFCT Foreign Inguiriee for Froduction of Munitions.

1, In aceordence with instructions to submit fror time to
time o brief report on foreign inquiries for eilitary equipment, the
following notes are mades

ESITISH FUF CHASING COMMISSION

Conferences have been held in the past week with Cunadian re-
presertatives concerning the establishment of three loading plernts for
field artillery arsunition and bowbs. The Yar Depertment was mble to
help the Canadians in this problem by furnishing drawings of typleal
buildings required for loading plasts and to suggest names of seversl
Azerigana who ean be used ms consultants, The Canadian representatives
were greatly pleased with these arrangements begnuse they deoire to
build the new loading plants to eonform to United States stondards, It
is 1o be expeeted that further adviee will heve to be gElven to ther as
the construstion of these plants Frogresses.

The establishmont of fucilities for proof of ordnange rateriel
is becoring pressing, The British expeet to have srmor rlate delivered
froe production in the near future and are fmood with the lack of feeili=
ties for testing this plate. An of’icial request lLms been reesived by
the Wer Departrent for the loan of two 37 me gune to an ‘merienn firm to
test Eritish mrpament and armor jlate, This request has arisen out of
the inability of the British to obtein gune from *ngland for this pur-
Pposg,

An urgent request has been submitted to the War Department {or
the sup;ly of 1,000,000 oaliber .30 tracer certridges from war reserve
stocks. IL seems doubtful if this request onn be granted beonuse of the
limited stock of this type of cartridge on hand,

On geveral ococasions Eritish representrtives have raised the
questilon of using our District organisation for mdvige on industrinl
phaser of their procurement program, The Assistent feoretary of Var is
eonsidering the proposition 1o nllew the Eritish FPurehasing Cerrigeion te
confor with Distriet Chiefs and have mccess to industrial informmtion
in the District of fices,
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Canadian requirements under the Joint Defense Board studies
are being received, Imrediate requirements seem to be for eight 10"
guns and thirty=-six 31" anti-airera/t guns, together with esmmunition,
Etepe are already in progress to make avallable to thom 10" gune from
the const defenses and thirty-six Model 1910 anti-mireraft guns, if
these types are acceptabls,

There has been some relaxation of the attitude of the War De=
partment toward the granting of licenges to wanufecture nbroad, Favor=
eble aetion has been taken in the last week covering the manufacture
of aireraft engines in Prazil and Austrelia, and consideration is being
given to manufscture of sirfremes for Lockheed and Martin alrplanes
in Canada,.

Preliminary Negotistion Reports for the British program continue
to be received in considersble number, One of the largest reecently
received was fori000 =1 tanks to be nogotinted with Oeneral Motors Cor-

poration,
SELDEL

A fwedish order for 144 Vultee airplanes, which was canseled
beonuse an export licemse could not be obtmined, has been taken over by
the Eritish,

Another Swedish order with Smith & Tesson for 4300 machine guns
has been adjusted by the return to Sweden of the money pald to the con-
tructor. The export licemse for these guns waes cangeled and it is under-
stood that the British are to geit them,

The British are also appromching Winchester Repeatirg frms Com~
pany to obtain a quantity of the 9 mm amsunition for Smith & Vesson guns
which wns also & Swedish order.

The United Btates Arwy is negotiaiing for Republic airplanes
which were on order for weden and could not be exported.

These transagtions prastieally complete the adjustment of the
Bwedish orders.

In addition to twenty=one 4" Naval guns which will be made avail-
res ol é (Ao the ‘Norweghds Tor the armdng of whaling vessele, they have now
""L:ﬁﬂ" number of 4" and 3" guna for the arming of other
mere ps. is being considered in the Navy Department,
ool At seems probe t some assistance gan be given,

_The ve managed to obtaim 139 Colt Marlin mechine
guns frem & p o e« These guns are considered cbsolete by the
United "t and will go to Canada where Norwegimn aire-squadrons are traine-
ing for ce tur swmrope.



The Netherlands Indies Ordnange Cormission has asked for the re-
lease of the antietank mine designed by the Army and expeet Lo place an
order for about 20,000 of these wines with a firm in Detroit,

Many negotiation requests are being received from the Commised on
for relatively small quantities of various military items, It is doubte
ful if orders ean be placed for most of the items covered by these re-
quests and the usual sources are not taking any interest in them, For
the larger orders, this Conmission does not seem to have the authority
to make capital eormdtments for the expansion of the facilities,

Hepeated requests have been received for sale of surplus Army
and Navy equipment, To date it has been impossible for the Army to make
any equipment available, The Navy is entertaining a request for some
of their surplus 4" end 7" suns, The pr-sent status is that the Nethere
lands Indies may be able to buy some of these guns.

ELILLAKD

The ¥innish Legation ig evidently liquidating some of the munie
tions orders placed in this country during the war with lussia, prine
cipally trench mortar ansunition, and it is understood that negotiations
are being earried on with the Govermment of Chile and Oreat Britain for
the disposal of approximmtely 150,000 rounds ox this oruer,

The Finns have an order for 50,000,000 7,62 mm eartridges with
the “inchester Company, It is understood that they are attempting to
find buyers for this amsunition, The type is a Russian cartridge in
which it is believed the British have no interest, It seems probable
that there will be considerable diffioulty in disposing of this order.

The War Department hade an effort to obtain by transfer from the
Chinese an order for 175 tons of small arme powder to fill an urgent
need at Frankford Arsenal, The Chinese, however, would not sell this
powder and it has since been covered by an export license.

SQUTH _AMENIGAN COUNTRIES

Jiighven becauge of the immediate needs of the United States and Great Bri-

talngy . -, . .. e
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M., WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The Thite House.

Enclosed for the information of the President
is Report No. 59 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

=

for Production of Munitions.

Robert P. Patterson,
The Aasistant Secretary of War.
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Robert P, Patterson,
The Amsistant Searetary of War.
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CONFIDENTIAL

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.

October 25, 1940,

Eeport No, 59.
e—— Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

3 e
DECLASSIFIED
MEMORANDUM TO:t The Secretary of War ER A

The Secretary of the Navy 'Di_hj I_Hﬂ_ 5290.9 u;‘ﬂ;“}'

The Assistant Secretary of War

The Assistant Secretary of the Ne

The Deputy Chief of Staff “hate- Yl & 22

The Chief of Naval Cperations.
Signature= U
SUBJECTs Foreign Inquiries for Froduction of Munitions. FE)

l. In amccordence with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreigr inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are madet

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

The need for a proving ground installation for the testing of
British ordere is becoming more pressing., The Sritish Purchasing
Commigsion is studying the establishment of a long range firing prov=
ing ground and locel facilities at various plants. The project which
seems to be most seriously considered at the present time is for
limited proving facilities et the York Safe & Lock Company, York, Penn-
sylvania, for testing light ermor plate, 37 mm guns, and 37 mm armor
piercing ammunition. It seems probable that the Wer Department will
also have facilities at this plant and discussions sre in progress to
determine whether a basis can be reached for the joint use of facili-
ties to be developed by this compeny.

A rumor was received that the Eritish are having some difficulty
with small arms emmunition produced by American factories. Investiga-
tion revealed that & considerable quantity of ,3C3 ammunition would not
funetion in the Eren machine gun. Several lots had been accepted with-
out firing in a machine gun of thie type because no gun was available.
The British are investigating the stepe necessary to overcome this dif-
ficulty., Apparently the ammunition is not at fault since it was made
according to specifications,

The whole output of the Smith & Wesson factory is being devoted
to production of sub-machine guns and deliveries are considerably de=-
layed. It is understood that about 2,000 guns were due for delivery
last July and that none were delivered. These production difficulties
are being overcome and it is expected that the company will soon be de-
livering in quantity,



il

Previous references have been made to the project for de=
veloping loading plants in Canade. The drawing for plant buildings
had been furnished to the Cenadians end arrangemente are being made
to allow representatives of the Cenadian government corporation,
chirged with loading plants, to visit Picatinny Arsensl and obtein
additional information,

The Wier Department has directed the chiefs of the supply
branches to study the practicability of cooperation by the districts
with the British Purchasing Commission in the placement of the British
procurement program. It is expected that this cooperation will result
in the use of & grest many first class facilities by the Eritish which
are not now employed in the American program,

Recent mction by the President in eppointing & Priorities
Board raises the question of the place of British orders in the
genersl priorities picture which must be considered by this Board, It
seems probable that the British will present their views to the Board
and request that British needs be given definite priority ratings,

The question has been reised as to the use of Americen govern-
ment inspectors in plants producing identical items for both British
and American account, This matter is being studied to determine whe-
ther arrangements for inspection of ordnance items on & joint besie
somewhat similar to that in the aircraft engine factories can be estabe
1i ﬂh ﬂd-

The British orders in this country now total ¥#2,200,000,000,
A resume of these orders by categories, as of October 12, 1940, is
attached to thie report.

SWEDEN

One hundred and ten (110) Republic Airplanes, for which an ex-
port license wes refused, have becn requisitioned for Army use in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Act of October 10, 1940,

Consideration is being given to a similar requisition order for
two hundred and eleven (211) engines.

EINLAND

The Finnish Legation is taking steps to sell munitions now in
production in this country. It is understood that the Chilean Govern=-
ment is negotiating to purchase some of the trenmch morter shell now on
Finnish order. The Netherlands East Indies is also interested in se-
curing some of these shells, 5o far ms known there has been no interest
in e large order for 7.62 rifle emmunition at the Winchester Repeating
Arms Company. Because of the European blockade the Finns have not been
able to obtein Britieh navicerts for shipment to Petsamo,

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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IRAN

The Government of Iran is ettempting to obtein & considersble
quantity of aluminum for its airplane factory. It seems probesble
that their requirements can not be supplied because of the needs of
American factories.

The Iranian representative for ordnance and commercial pur-
chases, is now in contact with American manufncturers. He is being
assisted by the local representative of the Marmon-Herrirgton Company,
which has had many deelings in the past with the Government of Iran.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Nayy Munitions Board:

CHARLES HINES,
Gﬂlﬂﬂﬂl’. U. B, ;I.mll'-'
Chairman,

Inclosures
(Summary of Orders,
10-12=-40)
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SUMMARY OF ORDERS PLACED BY THE
BRITISH EMPIRE TO AND INCLUDING

OCTOBER 12, 1940.

Classification Total
1. | Adrframes 675, 548,916,442
| 2, | Airplane Engines £06,319,028. 58
3. | Airplane Accessories 4£1,994,592.92
4| Total Aircraft Products 1123,862,537.92
5. | Machine Tools 176,665,789.75
6. | Chemical Warfare Materials 194,275.77
7. | Explosives and Propellants 36,249,106.02
8. | Ammunition 100,996,422.60
9. | Ordnance Equipment a7,181,463.53
10. | Tanks & Tank Equipment 59,882,955.80
11. | Motor Vehicles 35,238,238.16
12. | Iron & Steel 199, 560, 334.78
13. | Non-Ferrous Metal 73,608,192.77
1&.: Textiles and Clothing Incl. Shoes 4, 874,135.32
15. | Foodstuffs and Tabacco 21,997,109.96
16, | Petroleum Products 47,497,645.13
17. | Animals e
18. | Ships 43,623,086.10
19. | Communications Equipment 7,940,082.33
20, | Timber 27,593,111.85
21. | A1l Other 27, TE& Bas5.77
[ L
22. Tutal Non-Aireraft Praducts 960,858,835.64
23.} Grand Total Commodities 2,034,?21,3?3.56
24.] Capital Assistance 122,738,627, E&
25. E—mnﬂ Total 2,207,460,001.20
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

November 1, 1940,
B |

MEMOCRANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M, WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 60 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

— Semhre s

for Froduction of Munitions.

049 P

Robert F. Patierson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.



November 1' 1940-

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M, WATSON,

Secretary to the President,
The White House

Englosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 60 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries
for Production of Munitiona,

afahh |

(Signed) ROBERT P. PATTER

Robert P, mtlrl“.
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

October 31, 1940,

Beport No, 00, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM TOt The Secretary of Var

The Secretary of the Navy ) Uil 5200.9 (8/27/68)

The Under Secretary of the Navy

The Assistant Secretary of War

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy Date- 7~ ""’ ~7e ;

The Deputy Chief of Staff F

The Chief of Naval Operations. Signature- W’gﬁ NM
SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions,

1, In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are mades

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

Information has been received that a Ship Mission has arrived
in this country, This lission will study the construction of 60 tramp
steamships of about 10,000 tons and of 10=-1/2 knot speed. It consists
of four officials of English shipbuilding concerns. It is understood
that the British Purchasing Commission will place contracts for this
Mission. Furthermore, the Mission is expected to work in close cooper-
ation with 5ir Walter Layton, representative of the Ministry of Supply
and the British Furchasing Commission, A genersl survey will be made
initially. It is expected that the Maritime Commission will be asked
to cooperate in the placing of the orders for ships,

An interest has been developed in the M2A4 light tank, which
is the Army standard model. The British Tank Mission has asked that
technical information and photographs be furnished so that a study can
be made of the applicability of this type to British needs,

In connection with the Joint Defense Program with Canada, a re-
quest has been received that the War Department make awvailable 36 3=inch
anti-aircraft guns, Model 1918 and & 10-inch guns from surplus stocks,
Priority for supply of 12 caliber .50 anti-airecraft guns and a emell
guantity of ammunition has also been requested. The 10-inch guns must
be removed from the comst defenses if this proposition is finally ap-
proved. The anti-sireraft guns are of the obsolescent Model 1918 type
and could be made available in the quantity desired.

An order for 100,000,000 caliber .22 long rifle cartridges has
been placed with the Winchester Repeating Arms Company. It is understood
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that the British use thie ammunition for treining purposes in much the
same manner es it is used in the United States Army,

Advice has becn given to the Commission that any program for
the procurement of gages should not be delayed any longer, It has been
emphasized that many of these gages will require a long time to pro=
duce end that prospective orders for them should be coordinated with
the United States program which involves considerabtle expansion of page
plantss It seems probable that a conference will be held in the near
future with War Department personnel concerned with the gage program to
furnish advice to the British for the initiation of their program,

The new powder plant at Memphis is progressing more rapidly than
was anticipated, It seems that initiaml production will be possible in
December. Original expectetions were that this plant would not be in
production before February, 1941, It will be recalled that the plant
was initially laid out for smokeless powder only, but that later it was
decided to add high explosive units as well,

The War Department is assisting the Conmission with suggestions
as to a record system for technical information, A Ereat deal of tech=-
nical informetion has been furnished to the Cormission end it has be-
come evident that a well organized method for keeping and issuing the
information should be developed, The recent autherity from the War De-
partment which permits the Eritish Purchasing Conmission to ecopy drawings
and specifications officially issued to the Cormission has emphasized
the need for a system.

Requests for technical help and many purchase negotiation requests
continue to be received. The pressure of business in the War and Navy
Departments has unfortunately caused deleys at times in furnishing infor-
wation., Some of the British perscunel at times display impetience but
ere gradually being convinced that some delay is inevitable under present
conditions,

The War Department is studying further mssistence to the Eritish
Purchasing Commission through use of the district of lices, It is ex-
pected that the use of information in district offices under rules to be
established by the chiefs of the bureaus concerned will enable the Eri-
tish to deal with first cless firms not employed in the United States

Program,

An enlarged procurement program for aireraft invelving 3050
additional airplanes is under consideration. Clearance for production
from existing sources without plant expansion seems to be the current
view of the matter. This meens productien during the period March to
July 1942, a period beyond the present United States and British pro-

ETRMS8 .
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NOEWAY

S5teps are being taken to turn over to an intermediary 21
4=inech Navael puns for Norwegien mecount. The British Furchasing
Comrdpsion is willing to handle this transaction, ueing its coutract
with the United States Steel Export Corporation, but reports have
been received that this firm ray not choose to amccept the exchange
for eventual supply to Norway end that it may become necessary to
seck another intermediary.

ZHAN

In & previous report it was noted that the Government of Iran
is attempting to purchase a supply of aluminum for its aireraft
factory. Action has been teken objecting to supply until after the
United Stetes domestic program is complete. The domestic progrom in=
cludes foreign orders in U, 5. plants.

SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES

Severnl of the visiting officers from South Americen Republics
have been reviewing the possibilities of obtaining ermement in this
country, Information as to possible sources and frank advice as to
length of time to obtain deliveries have been furnished.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Boards
4

L
CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. 5. Army,
Chairman,

Mklin 0. Rogsavelt Library
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

NOV Lo o4

Secretary to the Preaident,
The White House

VEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E, M. WATSON,

Enclosed for the information of the Fresident is

Report No, 61 on the subjest of Foreign Inquiries for

Pl

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.

Production of Munitions,




MEMORANDUM FOR GEMERAL E, M, WATSON,
Beoretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the Fresident is

Report No, 61 on the subjest of Foreignm Inquiries for
Production of Munitions,

{Bigned) ROBERT P. PATTERSOH
Robert P, Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.



'OV 12 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR OFNERAL E. M, WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the informetion of the iresident is

Report No., 61 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for
Production of Munitioms,

”'-':,f‘:.r-_-;‘ y

Robert F. Ht‘.f'-|
The Aseistant Secretary of War,

iv,

ance Committee, ANME,
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Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

MEMORANDUM TOr The Secretary of Var Nl & ""‘EED
The Secretary of the Hevy - SRR
The Under Secretary of the liavy ; U Wis. 5200.9 (8/27/58)

The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the HNHavy
The Deputy Chicf of Staff vate- Jw 3F 78

The Chief of liaval Operations.
Signature=- 9“:9.
SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Hunit!E:h.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign inguiries for military eguipment, the
followin; notes are mades

ERITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

Owing to difficulty of procuring bincculars from the existing
commercial sources the Commrission has given a contract to the May 0il
Burner Company, Baltimore for 40,000 binocculars., Capital assistance to
the amount of $200,000 is being provided. This firm has never produced
binoculars but seems to be mobilizing qualified technical assistance
and has obteined permission to visit Frankford Arsenal for consultations,

Because of the pressing need for binoculars there has been a
proposition by the British that the Wer Department release some of its
stocks and in return receive an order for future production from Eausch
& Lomb Optical Company. This negotiation has reached the stage where
the War Department has offered to release 10,000 binoculars in return
for 10,000 of the latest model to be produced by the Bausch & Lomb Optical
Compeny., As this transaction involves paying the price of new binoculars
for used binoculars which will be turned over to them, the British Pur-
chasing Commission is considering whether the need justifies paying a
rather heavy premium for obteining immediate delivery from U. 8. stocks.

Discussions have continued concerning the practicability of
cooperation between American and British inspection services in plants
producing identical items on British end United States orders., The Bri-
tish are particularly anxious to take adventage of the American inspection
services and it seems probable that something can be worked out to the
mutual adventage of both governments in those planie where identical items

are on order.

The proposition to develop limited proving ground facilities
at the York Safe & Lock Company for joint use by the United States and
Great Britain is progressing satisfamctorily. The company is acquiring
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land and other facilities needed and it is expected that a proving ground
suitable for testing of armor plate, 37 mm A.F. ammunition and 37 mm guns
will be finally developed which can also be used on a service fee basis

by the British,

It is understood that the British are negotiating with the
Finnish Legation to take over an order for 50,000,000 celiber 7.62 mm
cartridges now in production at Winchester Repeating Arms Company. It is
not known where the Eritish expect to get the guns to use this amnunition,
but it is mssumed that Russian rifles or Mexim sune chambered for this
type have been obtained, If the Finns sell this small erme ammunition,
the transaction will be mlmost the lmet in a series liquidating the nuni-
tions orders placed at the time of the Finno-Russien Ver.

Arrangements have been completed to trade a priority for the
delivery of 26 B=24 bombers in return for 274 engines,

The Canadians sre planning to produce the Model 1919 A=-4 tank
machine guns in Coenade at the firm of John Inglis, Ine., Toronte, This
is one of the best firms in Canada and the Wer Department is giving con-
sideration at the present time to permission for production of this gun by
John Inglis, Inc, It might be added that this type of machine gun ig re-
quired for the M=3 tank program which will be carried on both in the United
Jtates and Cenada,

The Americen Locomotive Company which will produce the =3 tank
for the Eritish has esked permission to interchange drawings for this tank
with its subsidiary in Canadn, the Montresl Locomotive Company, which will
also have an order for these tanks from the British,

Reference has been made in previous reports to authority which
has been granted to the British Purchasing Commiseion to copy drawinge and
specifications officially supplied by the War Department for use in their
procurement activities, This authority has becn of great advantage to the
Eritish and they are now finding it possible to proceed more rapidly with
their procurement operations.

One of the greatest difficulties at the present time is in finding
sources for the production of fire control instrumente, This problem is
not entirely confined to the Eritish Purchasing Cormisesion, as the United
itates procurement of these instruments is also proving difficult, It
secrs probable that some equitalble arrangements will have to be worked out
whereby the Eritish will be assisted in getting their share of the avail-
able facilities and a participation in any new facilities which may be

creanted.
NORVAY

In previous reports, reference has been made to the disposal to
Norway of 21 4=-inch Naval guns. This negotiastion has reeched the stage of
dealing with an intermediary. The York Safe & Lock Company has consented
to act as an intermediary without profit te itself, It was intended to use
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the United States Steel Export Corporation, but this firm did not see
ite way clear to accept this additional business,

HETHERLANDS

The disposal to the Netherlands East Indies of 60 4-inch Neval
and 20 T-inch laval guns, turned over by the Nevy to ihe Army for purposes
of exchange for Netherlands Indies mccount, hms progressed to the point
of selection of an intermedizry. The York 8afe & Lock Company hes sgreed
to accept this exchange. It is understood that the Netherlands suthorities
may desire to have these guns overhnuled before shipment and it secme pro-
buble that the York Ssfe & Lock Company will be given the Jjob of overhaul=-

ing these guns,

YENEZUE

A statement has been received from the Government of Venezuela
sovering the armament which it would like to obtain for equipment of four
infantry divisions. This request is bteing studied at the preseni time.

AMFRICAN TRON & STEEL INSTITUTE

The American Iron & Steel Institute has submitted a report as of
Cectober 1, 1940 which is based on information from 114 companies, This
shows that export of iron and steel of different categories for the next
four months will total 1,823,000 tons in accordance with United States
specifications and 177,000 tons in accordance with foreign specifications,

SOCONY=VACUUM CIL COMPANY

The Socony-Vecuum 0il Company has furnished e forecast of its
business for the fourth quarter of 1540 and a statement of shipments
covering a third quarter for 1940, The most significant thing about the
gshipments for the third quarter of 1540 is the large quantity of petroleum
products sent to Japan, In the forecast for the fourth quarter, it is

noted that Japan is again the heaviest buyer.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & lavy Munitions Eoardt

CHARIES HINES,
: : Colonel, U. 5. Army,
i 4. Hoomevelt Library Chairman,
ok
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NOV 19 1940 .
MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON, Vot
Secretary to the President, I
The White House, v,

Enclosed for the information of the President is

Report No. 62 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.

Production of Munitions.



NOV 19 1940
MEMORANDOM POR OENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House,
Enclosed for the information of the President is
Report No. 62 on the subject of PForeign Inquiries for

Production of Munitions.

(Signed) ROBERT P, PATTERSON

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 15, 1940

Franczl:n 0. Roosevelt Librar
Report No. 62, ,i T T y

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War 0N ;
The Secretary of the Navy Lud Ll L 5200.9 (8/27/68)
The Under Secretary of the Navy

The Assistant Secretary of War Date- -
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 7 ,.f 7

The Deputy Chief of Staff wﬂ" :
The Chief of Naval Operations  Sigmalure- e
SUBJECT 3 Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

There are being brought to this country samples of the
Frazer-Nash and Boulton-Paul types of airplane turrets, together with
personnel to demonstrate these modern British types. These turrets
vill be sent to Wiright Field and the tests on them carried on at
that station. The Military Attache in London is so well impressed
with the performance of these turrets that he recommends manufacture
in the United States without delay.

Samples of modern British artillery have arrived in Canada
and will shortly be transferred to the Aberdeen Proving Ground for
tests by the United States. A detachment of British persgonnel to
demonstrate this armament has arrived in Canada. It is expected
that they will shortly proceed to Aberdeen Proving Ground. Several
captured German bomb sights will also scon be available for examina-
tion.

A requirement for the manufacture of approximately one
million rifles has been received. The British contemplate the pro-
duction of the short Lee-Enfield rifle on these orders. The British
will doubtless soon request that the rifle manufacturing plant at
Rock Island Arsenal be leased to a commercial firm for production on
their rifle requirements. It is understood that the Remington Arms
Company has been approached to act as operator of the plant if it
can be obtained from the United States Government.



This plant can produce 1000 Springfield rifles in a 24-hour day. It
seems doubtful however, that it could be converted to the production
of the Lee-Enfield without considerable modification of the present
tool set-up.

The British Purchasing Commission is now assisting the Dutch
and the Norwegians in their procurement. This assistance is taking
the form of directing the rather small requirements of these two
countries into plants producing large orders for the British. Tt
seems probable that the next step will be to co-ordinate the procure-
ment for Oreece in the same way. Insofar as the United States
Government 1s concerned, it would be very desirable if the British
are able to take charge of the requirements of their Allies and place
their orders for them.

An interest in the Army Iight Tank M2A4 is developing and it
seems probable that an order for at least 200 of this type will be
the subject of nepgotiations in the near future.

In arder that the British may obtain the advantages of earlier
production of small armor piercing projectiles, a conference has been
arranged which may result in placement of orders by the British in
plants which are already slated to produce large quantities of these
projectiles for the Army. This conference is regarded as a prelude
to others which will progressively co-ordinate the Pritish and American
ordnance programs to the mutual advantage of both countries.

An officer of the War Department visited the British Purchasing
Commission in New York last week to advise on the methods of safe-
guarding drawings and other information, and of distributing this in-
formation to contractors. The purpose of the visit was mainly to see
that United States drawings and specifications officially issued to
the fOritish are being safeguarded and controlled in their distribution
in a proper manner. It was found that the methods in use are fully
adequate from every standpoint.,

Some pressure has been exerted in the past month on the
British Purchasing Commission to obtain from them a complete procure-
ment program. This information is needed by our Government particularly
for machine tool, raw material, and other basic studies. It seems
probable that the British will shortly furnish the program desired.

Copies of British contracts are being received. In return,
the British have asked for copies of United States contracts exceed-
ing $5,000,000.00. It has not yet been settled whether we will fur-
nish them with copies of our contracts,

A negotiation request has been submitted for 60 ships to
cost approximately $96,000,000.00. These ships are to be of 10,000
deadweight tons. New shipyards will have to be built and we are
informed that these shipyards will be built in localities approved
by the Maritime Commission. There is a possibility that the number

Fronklin D. Roosmavelt Library

r

S B R N B W T T T ———



of ships may be later increased to 120.

NETHERLANDS

The Secretary of War has directed the Chief of Ordnance to
take the necessary sction to exchange with an intermediary for the
account of The Netherlands Indies, sixty 4" Naval Guns and twenty
7 Naval Guns. These guns were turned over to the Army by the Navy
for disposition.

NORWAY

In previous reports reference has been made to the exchange
with an intermediary of twenty-one 4" Naval Ouns for the account of
Norway. Four of these guns have been delivered to a Norwegian vessel
which will go to Antaretieca and mount them on whaling ships now in
that area. The remaining seventeen guns will be sent to Canada for
mounting on Norwegian merchant ships. The York Safe & Lock Company,
of York, Pennsylvania, is handling this transaction as intermediary.

SOUTH AMERICAN REPUBLICS

A board has been appointed to develop a poliey and a plan
for aid in the armament of South American republies.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

A4 T F_a-..:.l_xn‘b"al‘t Liprary Il
Ti LT M .

CHARLES HINES
% i Fl
3 DIR. seee.8 (8/27/08) Colonel, U. S. Army,

Chairman.
Late- 7- ’-9-7‘
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VEMORANDUM FOR OENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Enclosed for the information of the President

is Report NO".. 63 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

—————

for Production of Munitions.

L 9P Ps

Robert F. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 28, 194C,

Report lo, 631.

Fronklin D, Reosevelt Library
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5200.9 (8/27/58)

HEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of VWar
The Secretary of the Navy MU
The Under Secretary of the Navy YUYW b
The Assistant Secretary of War -
The Assistunt Seoretary of the Navyg,ee. 92 29-72
The Deputy Chief of Staff 7

The Chief of Naval Operations. §1gnature- 1,4;@51-

SUBJECT 3 Foreign Inquiries for Froduction of Munitions,

1. In mccordence with instruetions to submit from time to time,
8 brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow-
ing notes are mades

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMTISSION

A Cenadian request for fifty (50) 4-inch navel guns has been
received, These guns are intended for the armament of anti-submarine
vessels and mine sweepers for North American defense, Information has
also been received that the ammunition supply for these guns will be
handled by the British Purchesing Commdiseion in conjunction with the
needs of the Dutch and Norwegian Governments., It will be recalled that
both of these Governments obtsined surplus 4-inch naval guns and the
proposition is to consolidate the requirements for ermunition and place
one order with Americen manufacturers,

Decision has been reached to release twenty (20) B=-17-C heavy
bombers to Great Britain., It is expected that these bombers will be
furnished before January 1941, end will be fully equipped for service
when delivered. A quantity of bomwbs equivalent to twenty (20) missions
per ship per month is also included in this transaction. The Sperry
bomb sight will be useds The supply of these twenty (20) bombers is
additional to a priority of delivery for twenty-six (26) E=24 consoli=-
dated bombers. The net result is that the British will obtein forty-
six (46) heavy bombers not later than the spring of 1941,

The orders placed for the Eritish Fmpire are gradually increas-
ing. The following shows the situation in the last report received:

Aireraft $1,253,004,560,95
Other 1,16‘3,??4’925-5‘5
Capital Asst. 137,841,514,98

TOTAL $2,559,641,001,58
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A study is being given in the Var Department to Eritish
programs designated (A) and (B). These programs are for ground troop
armarent and embrece the needs to meintain armement in service in
Fngland and new requirements for the expanding Eritish Army. The (A)
program covers the maintenance phase snd the (B) program is for new
equipment. The (B) progrem will involve American models, The study

now being given is for the purpose of determining how and when these
programs can be fulfilled,

In connection with Eritish procurement, efforts have been made
in the past to obtain a detailed statement from the British covering
their procurement program in this country. It has been possible here-
tofore only to obtain fragmentary reports, but we are now advised that
they are prepared to submit, in useble form, a complete munitions pro-
gran,.

Information has been received from a Canadian tank officer that
the obsoclete Renault tanks turned over to Canada are being put into
commission very rapidly and that the Canadians are well pleased with
their performance in training tenk personnel. About seventy-five percent
of the tanks furnished are now in operation.

Conferences have been held by the British with the Navy De-
partment concerning the production of the Oerlikon gun in this country.
The conversations are tending toward a joint program of the Navy De-
partment and the Eritish for 5,000 guns; of this number the British will
take 4,000 and the United States 1,000,

Further conferences have been held to find & solution for the
supply of binoculars to the British., The urgent need is for 7 x 50
binoculars of the marine type. These are needed to equip British merchant
ships. It is stated by the British that by the use of good binoculars,
atiacking aircraft can be spotted at longer distances and more effective
means taken to defend the ships. The question of supply from United
States sources is not yet settled but seems probable that the 3,200
7 x 50 glasses urgently needed can not be supplied for five or six months.

Consideration is being given to a site for a proving ground at
Quabbin, Massachusetts, This is a state water supply project which would
seem to be suitable for temporary use as a proving ground. Authorities
of Massachusetts approve this site for a proving ground and investigation
is also in progress by the War Department to determine whether firing in
that area would be safe. This proving ground will be used for long range
firing and other limited facilities developed at production plants for
proof work which can be done at such plants.

GRE}CE

Representatives of a commerciel company visited the War Depart=-
went in connection with requirements of the Greek Government for munitions,
These representatives were referred to the Greek Legation and it is to

Franklin p, Roomavelt Library
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be expected that there will be further approaches to our Goverrment for
munitions assistunce to the Grecks, The Eritish have informed us that
they are actively interested in the Greek needs and have already supplied
a considerable gquaniity of materiel. It is expected that there will be
some pressure to persuade our Covermment to take some effective measures
to assist the Greeks with their munitions problems,

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Nevy Munitions Boards

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U, 5. Army,
Chairman.
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WAR DEPARTMENT /

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY L
WASHINGTOMNM, D. C. A

¥
/4
DEC - 7 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Enclosed for the information of the President is
Report No. 64 on the subject of Forelgn Inguiries for

Production of Munitions.

D

Robert P. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War.




MEMORANDUM FOR GRIERAL E. M, WATSON, DEC -7 1940

Secretary to the President,
The White House.
Enclosed for the information of the President is
Report No. 64 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Production of Munitionms,

(Signed) ROBERT P.

Robert P. Patterson,
The Aseistant Sceretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.
December 5, 1940.

Report No. 64. irﬁnkliﬁﬁe;Eﬁggﬁﬁvilt Library
DL Annirit

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War : 5200.9 (9/27/58)
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy - -
The Assistant Secretary of WVar vate- 7 = 2P =7

The Assistant Secretory of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff simatare- GG

The Chief of Nawvel Operations.
SUBJECT: Foreign Incuiries for Producticn of Munitions.

1. In accordsnce with instruetions to submit from time to time,
a brief report on foreign incuiries for military ecuipment, the follow-
ing notes are made:

BRITIEH PURCHASING COMMISSION

The Canadisn loading plants for artillery smmunition are progres-
sing very rapidly. No. 1 plant at Montreel will initiate its production
on December 15, 1940, and will reach capacity on certein ceslibers in
January or Februery. Three other plants are projected and work has al-
ready begun on the engineering features. Considerable assistance was
given by the United States in the form of designs of these plents. The
unususl feature sbout No. 1 plsnt has been the speed of its construction.
About five thousend (5,000) men have been occupled in constructing it in
the past two months. The Canadisn representetives have paid several visits
to Picatinny Arsenal and have been given much technicel advice. Their
present concern is for information on fuze loading which will be the output
of the fourth plant. Consultations with Picatinny Arsenel on fuze loading
ere being arrenged.

A study ie in progress to establish the relationship of procuction
capacity created by U. S. orders to capacity created by British orders
in this country. The reason for the study is thet the creation of future
new plants by the United States will be influenced by the capacity created
by the British, and that we can theoretically count on British cepacity in
considering the maximum effort which can be supported from United States

resources.

British contracts continue to be furnished for the use of the Var
Department and are being distributed to interested personnel for study.
This 1s one of the stipulations in clearsnces for negotistions.

There is still an interest in the procurement of possibly two
hundred (200) light tanks of our design, but to date no contract has been

oplaced.



SONFDENTHAL
As the 60 mm and 81 mm mortars and their ammunition are included
in the so ecalled B-program of the British, inguiries have been received
as to the steps to obtain the use of these designs. They are the property

of the Stokes-Erendt Company and the Eritish have been referred to that
firm to initiate discussion for Americen rights.

Work ie in progress in the Var Department on the Eritish (A) and
(B ) programs and & preliminary report has been prepared,

A statement of Eritish orders for items other than aireraft, show-
ing delivery schedules, has been received and is in use in connection with
the study on the relaticnship of British capmcity to that of United States
referred to above,

Some of the Eritish ertillery which originelly went to Aberdeen
Froving Ground for demonstration has been sent to ¥ort Monroe.

NETEERLANDS

The Netherlands' authorities have consolidated all of their procure-
ment activities into a new organizetion called the Netherlends Purchasing
Commission. Heretofore there have been four separate agencies purchesing
materiel for the Netherlands Government.

CHINA

The Chinese Air Mission has submitted & program for sireraft and
anti-aireraft equipment. This program includes the equipment needed to
round out fourteen (14) air bases and one hundred twenty-two (122) airdromes
now exieting in China as well as procurement of airplanes end enti-aircraft
artillery. A rough estimate indicates this program is in excess of
200,000,000 and unless priorities are given could not be supplied earlier
than the spring of 1942,

URUGUAY

Requirements for the strengthening of the defenses of Uruguay are
being studied in the Navy Department.

Negotiations are being undertzken to purchase from the Swedish Govern-
ment 2,050,000 rounds of caliber .45 ammunition, now stored in New York, for
which en export license was revoked, This ammunition is suitable for our
needs and negotiations have been undertaken to exhaust this method before

resorting to requisition.
THAILAND

Negotiations with the Siamese Minister are in progress to take over
ten (10) airplanes consigned to Thailand which were detained at Manila.

Frun%lin_ﬂ, Roosevelt Library
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Six amirplenes still on order in this country are also involved in these
negotiations. The Siamese Government seems disposed to cooperate in sell-
ing these planes without resorting to requisitioning and the mein problem
is to determine what charges claimed by the Sianese will be allowed,

BRAZIL

Decision has been reached to make an offer to BErazil to take over
the problem of procuring the necessary munitions in this country, to round
out equipment sold to that government several months sgo. This will in-
clude ammunition for &=inch and T-inch guns and carrieges for 12-inch guns,
The proposition submitted to the Erazilians is that the Ordnance Department
of the Army take over this problem under the authority of the Fittman Act,
the work to be done at the expense of the Brazilian Government.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

—

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U, 5. Army,
Choirman.
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Respectfully forwurded to the President:

i

E.M.M.
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Enclosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 65 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

for Production of Munitions,
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Robert F. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretery of War.
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
focretary to the President,
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for Production of Munitions,

Robert . Fﬂth"ﬂ.
The Assistant Jecretary of War.
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MEMORANDUM TOs The Secretary of War Ll Liis 02009 (9/37/08)
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy Date. 7- 32-(3

The Assistant Seecretary of Var

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy '
The Deputy Chief of Staff vigmaars- (240 j %&-’r

The Chief of Nawval Operations.
SUBJECT1 ¥Yoreigh Inquiries for Froduction of Munitions.

1, In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time,
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow-
ing notes are made:

BRITISH PURCHASING 00MMISSION

An order is being negotiated with the American Car & Foundry Com-
pany for two hundred (200) light tanks of U, S. Army design. It is ex-
pected that these tanks will be of a model known as the M=3 which has
several improvements over the M2A4 now in production., It will be recalled
that this firm has a production order for the United 5States Army. The
Eritish order will be fitted into the production schedule so that there
will be & minimum of interference with our own orders.

Conferences have been held in the past week with Brigadier Stuart,
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Canadian Army, and there have been obtained
from him lists of military items required for home defense. In addition
a statement of a troop basis for home defense has also been furnished by

him.

Considerable study is still being given to what is known as the
British (B) program which involves armament of American pattern to be
produced for tem (10) divisions., The ordnance part of this procurement
has progressed to the point where a definite plan for production can shortly be

presented to the British representatives.

Tithin the last few days, a British technical mission consisting
of experts in various phases of aireraft work has arrived in this country.
There will be conferences with interested U. S. government personnel con-
cerning standardization of aircraft materiel and many other technical
details. It is expected that the mission will spend most of its time at
Wright Field. In this connection, the arrival of this Technical mission
is an extension of the idea of sending to this country production and
technical men of special qualifications to assist with the many problems

inecident to procurement.

CONFIDENTIAL



CORFEERTE

The British have asked for samples of our light tank, scout car,
tank machine gun, and anti-tank gun to be sent to England for the in-
struction of personnel who will later use these items when supplied from
the United States., Study is being given to ways and means to supply the
samples desired.

A recent visitor from ome of the American technical societies
has furnished the information that the United States specifications have
been largely employed in the Rolls-Hoyce engine order with Fackard Motor
Compeny. The specifications referred to are those of the Scciety of Auto-
motive Engineers for aireraft materials, developed over the past few
years by a committee of that society.

Advice has been received from the British that they desire to
negotiate with the Bethlehem Steel Company for some thirty-seven hundred
(3700) guns of British pattern to replace wastage in the United Kingdom,
The capacity desired is three hundred (300) guns & month from new facili-
ties and we are advised that approximately $18,000,000 will be invelved

in this order.

The Chief of Haval Operations has certified that fifty (50) 4~inch
naval guns and twenty-five hundred (2500) projectiles for them are not
essential 1o the national defense and can be furnished in response to a
request from Canada for guns to equip mine sweeping vessels for lorth
American defense. In addition to this request, another one has been re-
ceived from the British Admiralty asking for the maximum number of this
type gun which can be spared from U. 5. government stocks. It is under-
stood that these additional guns are intended for the armament of merchant
ships, mainly Allied ships which were taken over end are now operating
under the British flag., There is reluctance by some of the shipmasters

to sail without defensive armament,

Over four hundred (400) Preliminary Negotiation Reports have been
received from the British Purchasing Commission since the system of clear-
ing procurement by this method was instituted a few months ago. These
negotiation requests are furnished only for procurement orders in excess

of $150,000,

As of November 23, 1940, the British orders placed in this country
were as follows:

Aireraft $1, Z?Ti ?303%6.35

Other 1,236,524,214,02
Capital Assistance 143,781,066.48

Total $2,678,036,167.35.

To meet their proving ground needs, the British have been consider=
ing a site at (uabbin, Massachusetts. This gite has been investigated
by representatives of the Army and it has been found that the disadvantages



outwelgh the advantages for a proving ground in this area, The British
have been advised to seek another site,

CHINA

Information has been received from the Dupont Company that the
Chinese Government is exercising an option to purchase one thousand (1000)
tons of TNT on an old contrmet with that company. In this comnection the
Chinese Government practically paid for the construction of one TNT line
at the Barksdale Flant of the Company and is now exercising its rights to
obtain further supplies from these facilities,

SWEDEN

An offer has been made to the Swedish Government to buy 2,050,000
rounds of Caliber .45 ammunition now stored in New York for which an ex-
port license was revoked. This ammunition is urgently required by the
Army and if it is impossible to obtain it by the present negotiations, re-
quisition proceedings will be initiated.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Eoard:

CHARLES HINES,
cﬂluﬂﬂl, Us 8. ﬁrm}".
Chairman.

Frenkglin . Hoosevelt Library
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL F. M. WATBON,
Secretary to the Fresident,
The White House,
Enclosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 66 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries

for Production of Munitions,

L4

Hobert P. Petterson,
The Assistent Secretary of War,
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretery of Tar :
The Secretary of the Navy Pl L s5200.2 (9/27/58)
The Under Secretery of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War o
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy Pate- 7" "7' 7‘
The Deputy Chief of Staff "
The Chief of Naval Operations, gt wp"

SUBJECTs Foreign Inquiries for Froduction of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time,
& brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment, the follow-
ing notes are mades

ERITISH PURCHASING COMMISS ION

The project to transfer to the British Government twenty (20)
B-17C airplanes, complete with armament and a supply of ammunition for
three months operstion, has been approved by the Secretary of Var., It
will be necessary to change the bomb sight and sutomatic pilot to the
Sperry system. This work will require about two months. The Eritish
have accepted requirements to order twelve hundred (1200) heavy bombers
from American manufacturers and te furnish immediete information on the
combat performance of the B-17C type of airplane, It is expected that
work will be initiated immedistely to make the necessary conversions to
the Sperry system either at the Boeing plant or at the Sscramento Air
Depot. A further feature of this project is the training of British crews
to operate these bombers., This detail will be arranged in conformity
with the wishes of the State Department, as the training of foreign combat
crews is a matter beyond the purview of the War and Navy Departments,

Arrangements have been made to grant a priority for the supply of
one hundred and thirty (130) tons of tetryl from U. S, orders., The Hri-
tish were expecting production from a new Western Cartridge Company plant
but this plant hae not been able to deliver as promised. Fortunately the
War Department is in a good position with respect to suprly of tetryl
and gan grent this priority without any interference with the loading

DrOgram,

A request has been received for samples of the U, 8. models of
light tanks, scout cars, tank machine guns, and anti-tank guns, The
British desire to send these samples to England for the instruction of
personnel, It seems probable that a priority for delivery of sample tanks
and scout cars will be granted and the Military Attache in London sup-
plied with the machine gune and anti-tank guns with instructions to de-

monstrate them to the Eritish., It will be recalled that the British



GORFDENTHAL
either have orders, or expect to place large orders in this country
for these items,

Hegotiation requests for procurement and requests for technical
information continue to be received in large numbers. Every effort is
made to handle these requests as expeditiously as possible, but delays
are inevitable becamuse of the extent of the information desired in some
cases. For example, the drawings for the Army light tank have just been
requested for use in connection with order for two hundred {Eﬂﬂg of these
tanks, Several thousand drawings are involved in this request, all of
which have to be withdrawn from the files and supplied in the form of
brown prints suitable for reproduction.

A study is being made of the United 5imtes and Eritish machine
gun program, The Eritish orders at the present time are as followss

Caliber ,50 machine guns 43,327
Canliber .30 machine guns 47,360

These orders do not cover all of the requirements. To the end of 1942,
the total requirements are as follows:

Caliber ,50 60,403
Caliber .30 52,235

As the United States requirements are alsc large, it is apparent that the
combined production problem for machine guns is one which requires moet
carsful planning.

Information has been received that the British propose to cancel a
contract with the American Gar and Foundry Company for l2-inch Howitzer
H. E. shell, They have offered this capacity to the Army and Navy. The
rate developed on this order is three thousand (3000) a month and the
work is being done in the Buffalo plant of the company. Decision has not
yet been obtained whether the military services are interested in taking
over this capacity.

The Memphis powder plant operated by the duFont Company for the
Eritish Government is now in production and is turning out some rifle powder.
We are also informed that the British have approached the company to expand
this plant to produce additional quantities of cennon powder and to install
a line for tetryl.

BRAZIL

General Amaro, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Brazilian Army, is in
this country at the present time and will remain for some time to supervise
the procurement of military supplies for the Brazilian Army. He will doubt-
less give firet consideration to a project submitted by the War Department
to the Brazilian Government to take over the procurement of certain ammun-
ition and gun carriages needed to round out materiel sold to that govern-

ment several months ago.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
E--w' "'!‘-D h
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The Brazilians are inquiring for twelve hundred (1200) tons of
toluol, It is assumed that this means that they intend to create a high
explosives plant,

A project for an aircraft factory to be developed by the Inter-
continent Corporation collaborating with the Brazilian Government has also
come to our attention, The raw materiels and machine tools will have to
come from the United States., It is expected that the initial manufacture
would consist only of training types of airplanes with engines and pro=
pellers of types which are not in a bottle-neck position in the United States.
The machine tool problem is, of course, most difricult. It seems probable
that if the Brazilians press for assistance to create this factory, there
would be no objection if there is no interference with the British and United
States aireraft programs, The Intercontinent Corporation, referred to above,
is the firm which has built an aireraft factory in China and has becn very
successful in constructing airplanes in that country under difficult con-
ditions.

NETHERLANDS

A new Military Attache has joined the Netherlands' Legation and will
now take over contacts with the War Department formerly handled by the
Naval Attache. Another officer has also arrived from the Netherlands Indies
to take the place of Lt, Colonel Fischer who has for the last six months
been in charge of the Netherlands Ordnance Commission in New York.

The most setive project at the moment for the Hetherlands is one for
the production of tank mines. The Wnr Department is cooperating by furnish=
ing the drawings and specificntions for our model of mine.

For ihe Clearance Committee, Army & Havy Munitions Board:
L

L]

CHARLES HIMNES,

Colonel, U. 5. Army,
_aovelt LIDrard Chairman,

u, I.-in.r 1t t
IIEB Uis. p200.2 (8/21/58)
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL 7. M, WATSON,
Secretary to the Fresident,
The Yhite House,
Enclosed for the informetion of the President
is Report Mo, 66 on the subjeet of Foreign Inguiries
for Production of Munitions,

HRebert F. Patterson,
The Assistant Secretary of War,
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Secretary to the Presldent,
The White House
¥nclosed for the information of the President is

Report No. 67 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Production of Wumitions.

U 3P

+ Robert P. Patteraon,
Under Secretary of Var,
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MEMORANDUM FOR GEMERAL E, M, WATGOR,
Seoretary to the President
The White House :

Enclosed for the information of the President ia

Report Mo, 67 on the subject of Forelgn Inquiries for
Froduetion of Munitions,

(Signed) ROBERT ¥, PATTERSON
Robart Pa H*‘.r‘ﬂ\ﬂ’
Under Secretery of Tar,
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MEMORANDUM TOs  The Secretary of War HHH i 5200.9 (9/27/68)
The Secretary of the Navy '
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War bate- 2= ’f"‘ Vid

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy

The Deputy Chief of Staff Simturn-%/ﬂ-
The Chief of Nawal Operamtions,

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions,

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time,
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow-

ing notes are mades
BRITISH PUACHASING COMMISSION

4 Preliminary Negotiation Report has been received indicating
that the British are intending to place another order for 500,000,000
rounds of ealiber ,303 cartridges, valued at $20,500,000, with the
Western Cartridge Company, This order is intended to use the capacity
of the New Haven plant of this company during the latter part of 1941
and the early part of 1942 not covered by the existing order., The car-
tridge making machinery was purchased by the British for the expansion of
the New Haven plant and it is expected that it will be installed within
the next three months, This machinery has a eapacity of 75,000,000,
rounds per month, Another negotiation report indicates that 360,000,000
rounds of ealiber .30 ecartridges will be placed with Remington Arms
Company to develop a production capacity of one and one=half million
rounds per day, of which one-third will be for British and Canadian use
and two-thirds for Netherlands Esst Indies, This order is valued at
$15,750,000 and will involve capital assistance of $2,900,000,

To meet an immediate need in England, & request has been received
to furnish one hundred (100) light tanks of U,S. Army design. This is
assumed to be a reguirement arising out of measures to forestall an in-
vagion in the near future, It does not seem practicable to furnish more
than eixty-six (66) tanks on this request because only this number is
still due from a production order with the American Car & Foundry Company.,
The other thirty-four (34) would have to come from the Armored Force and
the Chief of Staff has decided that he does not wish to take any tanks

from them.

Several export licenses recently received indicmte that the Bri-

tish are sending aircraft to outlying possessions. For example, seventy-
five (75) each of the Model 167-B Martin bombers are to go to the Gold
Coast of Afrieca and to South Afriea, In addition one hundred and sixty=

M.I-l- r o R
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eight (168) Brewster Model 339 fighters are destined for the Straits
Settlements.

A emall quantity (780) of Springfield rifles is also due for
export to the Straits Settlements, These were evidently procured from
commercial dealers in the United States,

The first six E-24 airplanes on order with Consolidated Aircraft
Company are nearly ready for delivery. It will be recalled that these are
4-engine borbers and that sometime ago & priority for the delivery of
twenty=six (26) of the type was granted.

The first B-17C airplane of the twenty (20) airplanes to be turned
over to the Eritish has been flown to the Boeing Company in Seattle for the
installation of the Sperry bomb sight and automatiec pilot, This first
airplane will indicate the engineering work neceseary to convert the other
nineteen (19) for the Sperry installations, It is expected that the Boein:
Company will send its mechanics to the Smcramento Air Depot to inatall the
Sperry equipment at that station. The Army Air Corps will remove the
Norden pilots now installed in these ships at the air depot before the
Boeing mechanics arrive,.

Advice has been received from the Remington Arms Company that a
letter of intention has been executed with the British to manufacture
Springfield rifles, The initial order will be for 500,000 rifles on a total
requirement of 1,000,000, The manufacture of these rifles will be accom-
plished by the use of rifle tools at the Rock Island Arsenal which will
be transferred to Ilion, New York and leased to the Remington Arms Company.

Staff action has been completed and submitted for approval to turn
over eight 10-inch guns and some ammunition for them to the Canadian
Government, These are fixed guns which will be removed from our harbor
defenses within the next few months and transferred to sites on the East

Coast of Canada,

Considerable pressure is being exerted to obtain a priority for
delivery of powder for .37 mm gun ammunition. This request rose out of
destruction of the Hercules Powder Plant at Kenvil, New Jersey, which was
expected to supply the powder to another company which has the loading con-
tract, It is not known as yet whether it will bte possible to grant a
priority with the Hercules Powder Company so that the British can carry
out their loading schedule as origimally planned.

EHAZIL

In a previous report reference was made to a proposition submitted
to the Brazilians to toke over their procurement of ammunition and 12=inch
gun carriages to complete the armament sold to them several months ago.
The Braziliane have now asked for an estimate of the costs of the program
of assistance by the War Department, The original stipulation was that
the Brazilian Government should pay all of the costs as required by the
Pittman Act, In connection with this progrem, an effort is being made to
obtain the services of & retired Army officer to advise the Fraziliane
with their munitions problems. The services of such an officer is not a

P~ p— S K, 4 Library o
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new proposition, but dates back several monthas to the naming of an officer
by the Tar Departwent, but no action was taken on his appointment by the
suthorities in Brazil. lesnwhile, he obtmined other employment and it is
now necessary to seek another officer,

SWELDEMN

The Swedish Legation has informally advised that it will accept an
of fer by the Secretary of Var te purchase 2,050,000 rounds of caliter .45
ammunition now stored in New York and for which an export license wus re=-
vokeds The acceptunce of thie offer makes it unnecessary to institute re-
quisition proceedings and the Army will be able to get the ammunition to
meet pressing needs.,

FINLAND

The Finnish Military Attache advises that he has obtained some
Hotchkise machine guns which will be modified for Russian ammunition. He
had to obtain these machine guns in order to sell a large order for 7.62
amnunition now in production with the Winchester Company. It is expected
that some other foreign country will now be willing to take the 7.62 amrun-
ition on order, possibly the British, now that machine guns suiteble for
its use will be mvailable,

BELGIAN CONGO

The Belgian Ambessador has presented a request for sssistance in
arming the Belgian Congo. The Var Department is arranging to suprly
7,100 Enfield rifles, but cannot supply sny ammunition for them. The Bri-
tish have been appromched to furnish at lesst three and one=half million
rounds of ammunition from their U.5. orders to go along with these rifles.
Negotiations are mlso under way to purchase eighteen (18) Stokes-Erandt
morters and ammunition., The Belgian reguest included anti-aircraft equip-
ment, but it was necessary to stete that no anti-aireraft equipment is
available, nor can it be procured for et least a year,

LATIN ANFERICAN COUNTRIES

Work has begun on the requirements of an armament program for the
Latin American countries and a study of ways and means to supply these re-
quirements from U.S. production. A board is being sppointed to review the
needs of the Latin Americen countries and present a program to the Secretary
of Gtate. The present idea is that the Letin American progrem might well
follow directly after the current U.S. Army program, with token deliveries
of certain items toward the end of the U.5. program. MAs there are many items
involved il is expected that a considerable statistical beck=-ground will
have to be established as the point of departure for the construction of

the plan,

tions Boards

For the Cleareance Conmittee, Army & Na
1 I. Rogeavelt Library
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A e CHAMLES HINES,
Ul i 5260.9 (8/27/68) Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps,
Chairman,
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