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Report No . ;;4 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. O . C. 

April 22, 1940. 

:ID.ORANDUl.l TO: The Secretery of r.ar 
The Secretery of the Ncvy 
The Assistant Secretery of r.·ar '­
Tho As~iatant Secretary of the Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chief of Naval Operations 

SUBJ~T : Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions . 

1 . In accordtnce vii th instruct i ons to submit from time to 
time e br ief r eport on foreign inouiries i'or military equipment, 
the following note:: are made : 

BR.A2lL 

In the lest report reference was made to ~be purcha se by 
the Government of Brazil of 90 6" gwts, 12 7" guns end 26 12" 
guns . The t:ili tsry Attache bas non offered "to buy 6 extra 7" 
t ubes and 2400 arnor piercing 7" pNjectilcs . These orojPct iles 
are in the hands of the Navy Department and will be turned over 
t o tbe Army for sale under provisions of the hCt of June 5, 1920. 
The e.A-tr a gun tubes and the rum:mni tion will be sold at scr ap value 
plus 100%, which means apT'ro>dmatel y ~0.00 per ton. 

FINLAIID 

The Finnish Legntion hus furnished a stetament of i ts contracts 
outstanding ss of April 1 , 1940. Seventy contracts are listed and 
all hsve been signed except one contr~ct for 50, 000 rifle berrels. 

A newspaper r eport j ndicates that 404 truck& shi pped t o Ber gen 
arrived at that port t wo days befor~ the Gernan invasion of Norway 
and have appcrently disappeared. These trucks wore not purchased by 
tho Mili tery Pure be sing Collllllission in loashin~n but by the group in 
New York buying commercial articles under the ~ort-Import Bank cre~t . 

In a r ecent report it was stated that the Finnish Government bes 
pei d for surplus field artillery s old to it. It vTos expected that this 

P'rnnklin o. 1\oooenlt Li'orVJ 
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Mteriel would be al\ippo.d in the month of AprU but. ~;inca Narvi.k 'PillS the po:-t to be used in Norway, it aee:ns that the shipment will bnve to be indefinitely postponed untU the situation cleG.rs u t Uarvik and it 18 pos31ble to use the railroaa to S,.eden . 

RllloiAliiA 

The Rurno.nian Attache has inquired whether the Government of Rumania can ourchese from the United States C:Overl\l:!cnt sol'le co:.st artillery bo.tteries which heve bo.en replaced in the U. S . A:nly by more modern units . He undoubtedly has reference to surplus property, SOJ:IO of Ylbich is of the coust ertillery type. Action is being con­sidered to determine whether RumAnia can part i cipate in the sal.e of surplus property. 

negotiations era still under way to cell certain surplus al"1111ltumt to Chile. Their interest is now for the tollo'lfinr: 

1500 Vickers mcchine ~~s, 
1500 l:achine gun carts, 

100 British 75 mm guns , 
8 8" holli tzars . 

Tile date of April 24th has been set for tho expirction of an option to buy such 1 teJ:ts as Chile au~y require from the surplus ll~t. 

Information hils been received thct the Cbil~en Military Attache 1s conelde.rlng coats and sources for the e'!uiJDI!Ilt for a trioni]Ulur Division. As the funds required will orobably exceod the amount available , it is doubtful whether complete euulJll!lont for such e Divi.slon will be purchased. 

f!!LGLO-FIW1CH PUR.CHASDiG 001\Rll 

I t is under stood that several con true ta hnvo been plac ed by t ho Board tor oura•dt pl.enes recently r eloased for ne!(otietion by our Govermaont . The details of these contracts are not yet uvailnble. 

~· recuests for visits of British and French Nationals to Americen plante , either for the purpone of euparvioing production on contrccts already placed or for the deten.instion of the cepc.bill­ties of euch ~lents have been ~cceived end in moot ~sea acted upon favorably . 

J'ftsk11D 11. l'.oooevel t L1'bnrJ 
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F!IJllCE 

The French Purchz;ain Co:lll.d.esion hlle purchlleed 661, 000 pounds of bra8a cartridge discs frooo the Am~rico.n Br•es COI!Ip4JlY, lat.rbury, Connrcticut . 

The Ne" Xork office or the Ro)'lll Netherunda Arsenal has purchaeed 387. 700 pounds or brass diocs from the Amerieun Brass Company, l.at.rbury, Connecticut . 

SURPWS f'ROPERTY 

Inf'ol'lllLition Ms been received from the Stete Depertcent thtlt .. t lout six Central and l:>outh J: ~rican countriee ere interaated in buying surplus arm411tent . Th~se reoueate will not be processed until the Chile<Ul Loverru:oent decides what it rlll buy. ~ decision of the Chilean Government will be rendered on April 2) , 1940. Approved procaduro on reuW!ata for pureb.aae or surplus o~t involn initill reference by the Stete Depert..ent to the 'o1ar Depert.ment of .U.l 1nou1r1es . T'ne negot1ot.1ons aro then carr ied on by the Clearance COCllllittea r.Jld liUCh a&re.....,nta ns arc f'1nal.l.y reached aro approved by the f.eeretery of Stc t. . After npprovsl by the Secretery or St<.tc, the financial and other de­tells ere turned o•er to the Cbief of Ordnacco for execution. 
for the Clurancl' COitill.ttee, l.r!ly •.nd llnvy !Ounitions Eomod o 

J ~vuwov~lt Libr¥rJ 

w. • , ... \ " ..... J 
DGJ ft l ·~~o 9 (9/27/U) 

!late- 7- ,_,_ }t> 

Sl r;naturo- ~-~ rvl v ... ~ ·· ....... 

• 

CHARLUl IIINt:s, 
Colonel , u. S. Aray . 



April 221 1940. 

Rewrt l o, l4 

11!2.101WIWll '1'01 \'!Ia s.orotar7 or lar 
\'be Seoret&r7 or tile IC&'r)' 
!be Aea.le tant. Secrnary or War 
\!he Aea.letant 11Mre'tar7 or tile laY7 
\'be .DeputJ C!Uet ot l tatr 
\'be C!Uot ot l aftl Openlt1one 

Slll!o1ECTa r oreip ID<~u1d•• tcr Predwat.imt or llm1 Uone. 

1. In aoeord.u>co with 1netruot1Cift1 to wlalt rr- l.1aa to 
Uae a bri.t report "" tora.lp 1.nqu1r1 .. tor a1llta17 oquis-ct, 
the toll.ow1Ai DOt.ea are M4e 1 

p em 

In the l&e t reJIO<'t .roter- •• R&d. to the purch&ee 117 
tbe ~t ot Br .. u ot 90 6• auna, 12 7• ll""• an4 26 12• 
1\1111• \'be Jl1l1 t.aJ'1 .\ttaobo bel DOW oft ero4 to blq 6 eaVa 7° 
tu1>ee aDd 2400 o.r.or p1areiAc 7• projooW... the•• projectll .. 
a.ro iA tile b&D4a ot the la'r)' J)epartaat aad will be tul'Dod o•ar 
to tile u.;r t or 111&....., pl'O'f'ie1001 or tho Aet ot J.- ' • 1920. 
The axtn. i"" tul>ee 111111 the -.lt i.AIG w1ll be eolc! at lcr&p 'f'alUa 
plUI 1~, wh1ah .un1 a pp . ....-tal7 f40,00 per taa. 

nR'P 

1M J'1aaUb W.U. .... tlaft1Mod a e\a-t ot ite -treote 
.......... , .. ot April l, l 'UO. a...v _ ......... l ilted an4 
ill 111ft be.. e1pod ~t 01141 -v.ot tor ~.ooo rlno barralo . 

A -PlPW repert .11141oeW. that 404 \l'Uob aldppod to Darpa 
arri.,.. at t.bat pen • daTil bot- tho--. inaaiOil ot l orw;r 
... ....,. qpare~~\17 ~. !belo Vuella -. aot ,PIIl'Ob&Md 117 
\lie IU1t&r7 Pu beeiae c-•"ua 1D laall1acWa lout t17 \lie pooup iA 
1 .. 101'1< lou7iai --.1al ar\lalM ,..... tao. llq>on-lolport llllllc oro41 t . 

1e a_, ...,.n u ... -.w that \lie 111m1a1a C~cm~nuoeat h .. 
po.U tor IIIU'J)lu ti.U art.1llar7 ...u to it. n ... apootod t.bat tb1e 

Praniltn D. Roooo•ol t Llbrar, 
(}llf'l ~~--tli: fl 

DOO l.a • mc..9 (9f27t~e i 

Dete- 7-~ • 7 6 ,..,.,_,_ 
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Mt.rial 'MNld be alli.ppld i.a. thO - t,b of J.pr1l l:Q\ tiJlCO IUTik 

... t.M port. l.o ...... 1a • .,..., , it. ..... U.\ tM Ml,,..t 

•:111 ban too be 1Metl.oJ.t.e.l7 poetpoi:M4 •W LM ei\oaUGD el.MJoe; 

• t Ia~ uw1 1 t. 1a po .. J ~· t.o ut• \bo r..u..ro.,d t.o twclC~. 

1M._.,, •• Attacbe hQ 1aq11.1!"M -e.-t.bu the Co•~t. ot 

a-.aie o&a piU"'baM l'na \be OIUW a ... w. c;r..,..t - cou\ 

artJ.Uer7 ba\t.erl N 'lhioh b.an be. r e pl.ac.S 1A tM a. s . Anq lt7 

•r. _._. aite. a. Wl4CIItlbwdl.7 hN rot~ to aurplu prorerQ', 

._ of w1tJ.ok U ot U. ..... t. a.rU.llW7 en-• J.ct.i• 1a '-laC -.... 

•l.d.en4 tie 4ot.ena1Do wt..U.er a.-.1a e&n pa.rUcipa\e 1A \be -.l.e of 

~ .. J"''l"' "'. 

•-wu- .,.. oUU -... - t.o ..U ...-,. OQJ'Pluo 

......,..., w CbUo. n.J.r S..~\ 1a _.tor u.. tol.lodac• 

uoo flU_ .. -~ ,_., 

1,00 ....u-a-.oan., 
100 Brj. Uob , - - • 

• ... -.s. ....... 

Tb• 4ate of AprU il4\b M e -.s M t. tor U'wt QPJ,nUoe or • 

opU.. to buT .... 1"- • • aa.u.. _ , Nqu.iN r... \be~ 
U,at.,. 

ta.f•rMU. Jsu -.. rece1•• t.b&\ tM Cb:U..a li1llt.ur 

.u...-. .b ~ ... 1.1 aM eo'IU"'M tor t.M eqd~t. tor • 

trlol>ll'llar IIi~. Ill u.. r-Io "'ll&l.n4 oUl ~ -

\M MOUDt •...U..bl.e, it. U ~U\ll wbetbar oo.ple t.e eq\Ll,.._,t 

tor - • IIi~ oUl M .....--. 

M(jlp=QIIal ng•mq " ' R 

l\ b _._....,... U..\. ....-.! _.,..w ._.._ -. ,.u ... 

b7 \bo loerd tor pu:rni.\ pl.eaea f'M_.\1.1 r.lM•ed fOf' ra-coU&Uon 

..,. ..,. Qo:a t. !be ......u. or ...... 001\..,.... ....... ao\. ,..~ 

a...U.W.. • 

.._ ~ .. tor <r1a1,. •t llr1Ualo..., rr-ol> hu-b t.o 

...,...1oM pl.Aa\e, elU.. t• U.. p!U"poeo of ...,....na1ac ~U. 

• c•v.et. ~ p1MM or tor che diet.el"a.S.o&Uoa or U. cap~~hU.l.­

u .. or .-h ~,. ba .. '-- rM--.1.,... u4 1D • •t .... aotAC! upoa 

r• ...... "17· 

p,.. ,_ J. '~••vel t L1bt'U'J 

Dt~,_.,_, .. ,JJ 
"' \ a . ;; • 

Dvu . • v (t 211~tl 
, .... , ., .. )!..AI. 



1M heQ ......_~ Cc-hs1 ma »• pa bet'ld 661.,CCO poab 

ot \ln.u ~ 4.1tcf; tn. Uts .a-:-1- llh•• ~. xa~~ 

~-

!!!'m!!!.!l!t!! 

be I" lort o.tt1ce oi t.b• !o;ra1 lat.bwla.nda ~ b .. 
pv'OM-1/IId. 387, 100 ~or ....... ~e. l'roll the~ lrut 
Collpf.!Q" 1 'Ia t.• rbw-J 1 Coarneo UC'Ilt. 

llBl'LU§ nonm 
IaforMU.- bu M. r-ec;.et ftd tNa t.bo ' '-"-~t t.bat. 

.~ h ut ala C•t.nt..l .,.. anua a.rtoa:a CC~W~\t'1ot .....,. la\.entt.ed 1.a 

biQ1.ai IIIIJ"Fl.u ..,......\. 'Diu• rw;'UIIIt. will aot. "" proc••ed ..W 

Ulo a.u ... -• -- • • l~ rill llo;r . A 4ecltloe of Ulo a.u-_, odU llo ......t.....S • .&prU :), 1'1£0, ............. 
~ • reqow\o rw JIIIU"'Cha .. .r .,-plu ..,._, J.a'w'Qlft laitJ.al 

rot ...... b7 1M 1 \A t.e o.;,-..r·'-"t W tal• • ::- r.~t. ~ all lal(t&lrl ... 
'!be ...,u.u.. u. "'-~led ca..,. tM a.._,... c-ut.. and.,. 
..,...._.. •• ..,.. tJ..Dall.r ::.Ofl.c! u. •::r,rcmtd "' '-'- r..cr.t&r7 of 6\&to.. 
'fl,.u> a~ \If \he S.CHfA..r7 ot S\at.o• t.tw f1unota1 aad otMr .._, 
t..U.t ..,.. wmed oftt to ~ OU.ot or Or*\Uce to.r UHUU&. 

, D P.x••••lt Ltb&l"J 

~J 
••·• (1/11/U) 

r·· 1~ ,.._, • ..,~ 

[ ..... ll ... ,~ .. ·" 
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'!"Hit Atali'TANT HCftiTAA:V Off WAR 
WUHIHeTOIII 

June 1, 19,0. 

l'l'!.clo"d !or t.ht in!ome.tion 
or the Prea14ent. 11 ~•2Qr..1. Jo , --'i OP t.he 
aubJ.ot. of •rorelcn Inqu.J.riu tor Produc­
t1Gn of MUD!tiona .• 

GeM-r-al E. W. • uon 
See.rtt&r7 \0 \.U Pr .. .Ldent 
ns. lb1 tA llcNit 



Reeort No , 39 -

CONFIOtN I1AL 
ARMY AN D NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WASH INGTON, D. C. 

llay 27, 1940 

IIFliORAN!lUil '1'01 !be Secretaq ot 1\'ar 
The Secretary ot the li&'f7 
'l'he Assistant Secretary ot liar 
The Assistant Secretary of the lla"7 
The Deputy Chief ot Stetr 
The Chief of Naftl Operationa 

StTBJl!X:T1 Foreign Inquiries tor Production of lluni tiona 

1 . In accordance with instructions to aw.it troa tiae 
to tiae e brief report OCI foreign inquiries tor JR1l1tary equi~ent, 
the following notes are lllllde1 

Surplua e.na.aunt purcba.aed by the Gonrnaent of l"1nland 
is now being moved . One ship baa alrea~ departed and another is 
due thia week. Export l icaneeo tor the materiel bave been iuusd. 
Arrangeaumta baTe been made to porad t the Finnish ship to go into 
Charleston Navy Xard to load 8-incb howitzer prcjectiles now at 
the Cbarleaton Ordnence Depot. 

In connection with the urgent need tor powder by the 
Anglc>-Frtneh Purebaaing Board the lliniater ot J.P1nland waa &eked to 
detend.ne troa hia Govermoent whether a concession ot 600,000 lbe. 
ageinat the capacity of the Herculea Powder COI1P8DY would be ac~ 
uaed by the J.P1.nniab CloTel'llllent. The lliniater prollliaed to cable about 
this -tter and H his GaYernaent does not desire to purchase thia 
powder it ie probeble that the conoeasiOCI will be transferred to the 
Alliee . 

In prenoua reports reterance w.e made to the aale of 
caliber • 50 -chine gun& tor the Brn1ter planes aold to FinJ.and 
durin& the Fillnc>-Rwosian liar. Aa the .. £UII8 are Tary alwllar to 
our M-2 IOOdal, the Colt' a Patent Fire A.ru llanu.facturin& Coa~ 
waa asked to write a ..nual tor uae in ..ainte1ning U.., !Ilia 
-.mal baa bem ed1 ted in the War Departllant and returned to the 
com~ with appronl. tor ita euppl;r to the Finnish GaYel'!IMilt . 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Fr:>r.J:l it D. Rooao•el t Libral'f 

UFGli,SSifiED 
~no mn. 6200 . i ( 8/• ''M > 

Dat e- 7- 3 <>-" S 
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.Arrang•cte ba-re been c011pleted to sell 1 1000 Entiel4 
ri!les to the ~public of P&n!lllll. It 1e expected thAt these ri!les 
will be shipped aoaetille this week 't'ia a U. s. !'ruit Company stee.­
er. This ateuler will not arri-re in Panulll until after the elec­
tion on June 2nd. 

'l'be Netherl.anda Legation ill nry actin at the present 
tU.e a t tempting to aeeure ILI"IIIIlRent ! or tba Netherl.anda Indiea. It 
aeema illprobeble that they will be able to purcbaae the Mteriel 
desired in the imediate tuture . 'l'bey are pnrt1cul4rl.y interested 
in buying 30, 000 ri!lea and ba?e been referred to aenral com:ner­
cilll collplll1iea manufacturing ri!lee. 

The War Depe.rtment wae eeked whether ec:ae ot the surplws 
&noaact a?ailable ! or eale to neutrals eoul.d be aold to the Nethar­
landa Indies . Partieul.Ar interest was llllDi.t'ested in 21000 Vickers 
IDAChine guns. It wae suggested that the Netherlands IUnieter conter 
w1 th the Secretl.rJ' of State to determine whether the Netherlanda 
Indies would be conaidered neutral and thereby eligible to purcbase 
aurplua 8.1'1111l1Dent . It is understood that the Stete Department baa 
decided that the Netherlands Indiea IDUilt be conaidered belligerent 
and therefore not allgible under the present pollc7 to purcbaae 
aurplua ..-zant. 

PORTU9AL 

The Portuguese loliniater is inquiring !or tanka, anti­
tank guna and ar110red cars . The sit uation with respect to procure­
ment of these itema and possible release of u. s. Artily designs waa 
renewed and an otfioial anner gi-...n to the Chairlllan of the Preai­
dct•e Liaiaon C~tte. !or tranaiuion to the lliniater . Require-­
ucte !or antitank guna are sn!ticientl7 la.rge to juatlty the r.-­
loaee of u . s . J:rrq deeigna but the lmlllbera of tanka and ar110red 
cara are not sntticient to juat1!y releaee. 

A rather surprising requeet was forwarded by the Cba.irun 
of the Preaidant•a Liaiaoe C.-i.ttee h'aa the Poliah Leeat1oo. '!hie 
Clo-remlunt is intereated in the !ollowi.ngo •·:~~J:I '" D l'ooaeYel t Llbr"'f 

OEClf ~sJI£0 

CONFiDENTIAL 
-2-
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Fr~~lln D. Rooonvel t LlbT~ 
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OEGLr ~~lfiED 
r:o11 L' , .., U I\· •. u200 • ( 9/'l.7/~l ) 

POLAND (Continued) 

200 pursuit planes 
equipment for l motorized division 

4 antiaircraft battariea. 

The necessary action to 1\trnish inforaation concerning 
these needs is in progress at the present time. 

sm>:m 

The Swedish ordsr for 1001000 gas lllllSks at General 
Tire Compony is progressing ~atisfectorily and some deliveries 
have already been made . Chemical Warfare Service manifested an 
interest in getting t"o canistsra for teats at Edgewood Arsenal 
and arrangements have been made with the Swedish Delegation to 
obtain these canisters. It should be noted that these are not 
the ArDry t ype of canister but a comercial type which conforms 
to the performance specifiestions for the ~ type, 

An invi tstion has been extended to the Signal Corps 
to examine experimental radio sets made for the Swedish Govern­
ment a t the R, C.A, Labora tories in CaJnden, New Jerser. The Signal 
Corps is arranging to have qualified representatives examlne these 
sets. They are said to be an excellent type for short r ange mlli­
tary use. 

Activities are still in progress to obtain the neces­
sary macbineey for a 9 11111 pistol cartridge plant to be bull t in 
Sweden. The Remington Arms Collpecy has been advising Swedish rep­
reeentatiTes as to the nllllbsrs and types of machines desired . 

An export license bee been issued for 10.3 llam1.l ton 
Standard Bydram&tic propellers valued at $.346,000 and for 10.3 
Pratt & Whitner twin-wasp engines valued at $1,694 1000. 

UNION OF SO!J'l'li .AFRICA 

The South African Legation has reported additional 
orders in this countey to the value of $.361, 000. These incl ude 
machine tools, aircraft parts and acceeaoriea and cloth • 

.ANQW-fRD!CB PlJR&ilASIIiG BOJJU) 

Discussions have been under way during the past week 
w1 th the Colt • 1 Patent Fire Arlll8 Manufacturing Company concerning 
a contract for the production of Mcbine guns for the current 

CONFID£NTIAL 
-.3-



Anglo-French &i.rcraft program. It is understood that thia contract 
was to be eigned on lla;y 25 , 1940. 

SeTer&l contereoc.. have been hel.d coocemi.Dg a powder 
conceasion a t the DuPont plant, Carnq1 a Point, Nn Jeraey. The 
NaT)' Departaent releaeed capacitJ at th1e plant rut the ettectin 
relea .. date aa October 1 , 1940. The Board wante the release date 
set back to June 1, 1940. The Arrq has presented the facta concern~ 
ing i te loading prograa and has asked tor a decision froa higber 
euthori t:y whether a release should be me.de as of June let and our 
om program tbereb:y hsapered. It is belined thnt this matter rlll 
be setiefactorll1 settled within the next week. 

Further conrerencoa with technical represantatives of 
the Boord on the cheractariatica of the .11-2 &i.rcraft JDAchine gun, 
which rlll be released for export aele, bATe been hel.d. The tee~ 
nic&l repreaentatina of the Boord now bATe sufficient intol'll&tioo 
to enable th1111 to deten&ine whether the:y 11111 use our a1lltar;y 
model rethar than the c-=uorci&l IIIOdel. It is considered very de­
sirable that the:y use our J&Odel, particularl;y since a nn plant 
rlll be created and enry effort bAa been made to gin th011 a cleer 
idea of the chAracteristics of the .11-2 model . 

A conference will be bald on llay 27th with representatives 
of the Boord concerning methode ueed in testing powder. Specifi­
cations tor pokelees powder have been made aft1l.sbla to the Boord 
and it is understood that a contract tor a nn plant 1a being dis­
cussed with one of the powder cCDpaniee. llean1ih1.le export licenses 
for powder now under productioo UDder e preTioue release of the War 
and lllaT;y Departaente and involTinl about 100, 000 pounds a mooth bAn 
been iaaued. 

The Anclo-French Puroba.aing Board has asked for all of 
the War Department apeciticatiooa. As these are 4400 in nUIIber it 
is probable that the;:r will be uked to indicate onl.;:r the epecifi­
cetiooa ac~ needed and 1 t will then be determined 'lib ether such 
speciticatiooa dan be released on the grounds of llil.itary aecrecy. 

Lerge &i.rplane and eacine ordare ban been placed in the 
period fr011 11&7 16th to 11&7 22, 1940. It is noted that 18)0 &i.rplanea 
and 5,193 eacinea baTe been ordered. The total unfil.led ordera fer 
&i.rplanea as of 11&7 221111 is 5, '100 and for en.ginea , 16, ?98. Deliver1ea 
during this eaae period ......., 59 &1rplanea and 89 enc1ne•. 

F!cr.klln D. nooon•el t lt~&rf 

CONFIDENTIAL 

OEGlP.2~lfiEO 
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Oat.~ 7- .3" '3 
BRAZIL Si ... tu•~~ -;/ rr i!JZ/c 

AD. export license baa been issued for 20 model 
NA-44 two-plsce light attsck dive bombing airplllnes. This li­
cens e is to North American Aviation, Inc ., and the airplanes are 
equipped with Pratt & Wb.itney 11.-1340-Sllll engines. The order ie 
valued at $729,000. 

BE'l'BLE!!W STEEL COM!' ANI 

Under date of April 17, 1940, the Bethlehem Steel 
Compall3" bas advised of the following orders: 

U. S. Ordnance Qlgineers, Cleveland, Ohio to Conada 
500 1100-lb. bombs 
200 600--lb. bombs 

U. s. Ordnance ];))gineers, Cleveland, Ohio to Greek Powder 
and Cartridge Co., Athens, Greece . 

2000 300-lb. bombs 
{Order sublet to Te.;rlor-llbarton Iron & Steel Co., Easton, Pa . ) 

French Rspublic 
5 rough machined tubes - 90 mm caliber 

10 rough machined liners- 90 am caliber 

E. W. Bliss Compan;r, Brooklyn, N. I. to Britistl Covernment 
55,000 6" ehell forginge 

E. W. Bliss Coospeny, Brooklyn, N. I. to French Covernment 
16o long air tlsalcs 
16o long f'wtl flseka 
40 abort air tlseka 
40 short fual flsalce 

400 heada. 

l'or the Clearance COIIIIIIi tteo, A.r"f¥ and Nav;r llulU. tiona Board1 

~/4r~/(... .. ":: 
/. . 

CHARLES !liKES, 
Colooel , u. s. A:nry, 

Cbairun. 

CON FIDE~ "J ll'.l 
-5-
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June 6, 1940 

De11r Pa: 

Enclosed for the infor~AS­
tion or the President i s ~t !lo . 
40 on the subject •Foreign Inquiries 
for Production or ~unitiona . • 

Sincer~::~ 

General. E. r.t . Wat son 
Secretary to the President 
The White House 

Enclosure 
r.temo . 6/J/40 

/,r­
}l)a / 



Report No. 40 

Yll!ORiiNDU!o! TO 1 

SlJil.J»::T: 

,...3 , , ~ .~ ~ · 
$ • v - . 

ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. 0 , C . 

The Secretary of War 
The Secretary of the Navy D _ '- :3 · 
The Assistant Secretary of War DatA- 1- 3 Jl 9 b~ 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy (!a;tf ;}, . ~r · 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 11.-tv•-
T'ne Chief of Naval Operations 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munit i ons 

1 . In accordance with instructions to sul:mit from time to 
time a brief r eport on foreign inquiries for military equipment , t he 
following notes are made: 

ANGLO-FIIDICH PURCHASING BOARD 

A contract is about to be signed with the DuPont Company for 
a new powder plant at Memphis , Tennessee, capable of producing 160,000 
pounds a day. This plant will cost $17, 000,000 and will belong to The 
Tennessee Powder Company, the capital for which is suppl ied by the Allies . 
It will be operated by the DuPont Company. 

The Colt ' s Patent Fir e Arms Manufacturing Company has advised 
that the AlUes are exercising their option to buy Ll-2 aircraft machine 
guns of our model. These will be produced in a new plant t o be in pro­
duction by April 1, 1941. In this connection action has been taken by 
the War Department to release the 1!1- 2 guns end their ammunition for 
export sale . It is also understood that the Board is negotiating with 
the Colt Company for addit ional celiber . ;303 aircraft machine guns. It 
is understood that the inquirY iB for 20, 000 guns to be produced by 
December, 1941. If this deal is consummated another new plant will be 
needed. 

The Allies are combing the country for small arms. The output 
of Smith & Wesson baa been purchased for the next year and it is also 
understood that t hey will take all of the Smith & Wesson sUtmachine guns 
which can be produced. This is a 9 DCD submachine gun . Two thOU8and are 
already on order for ~ 

The need for uall arms is eo great that the War Department 
has again been approached to purchase some of the Enfield rines in 
reserve, together with some field art.illery on the surplus list. Unless 

CONfiDENTIAL 
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there is a change in the polic,- or this Goverrl.lllent a sale of this 

kind cannot be IIAds to a belligerent becauae it ie contrary to Inter­

national Law. 

'l'be Allies are bl¢ng Stinaon 105 airplanes troa private 

owners. Tbirt,--.ight of theae planes han already been fiOWD to 

Canada. Othera will follow. ApperentlJ' the Board purchased these 

for artillery obunation or training needs. 'l'be engine or thie ty-pe 

of plane ie 75 to 80 horse power . 

'l'be British ha•e ordered lO,ooo, ooo caliber . 45 cartridges 

trom Raington Arms Company, Winchester Repeating Arms Coa~pany and 

tlestern Cartridge Compaey, and it ie understood that the,- propose to 

order at least 50,000,000 additional . The,- han requested t he accept­

ance apecii'icatione and eince these are sizeble orders the apecifi-

ca tions will be t'urnished. 

The French are negotiating to take OYer a Finnish order for 

7 . 62 Russ ian cartridges now nearing completion at the Winchester plant. 

This order is for 50, 000, 000 cartridgee and it is understood that they 

are r equired for Polish troops in France who are araed rl th Russian 

rifiee. 

'l'be Secretar,- of War hae concurred in the release by the Na"Y 

Departlllant of capecit:r equivalent to 2,400, 000 pounds of 111110keless 

powder with the DuPont Comp~~n7. This ralease to the Allies is against 

capacity which will be available on October let and extends for a period 

of one year at 200, 000 pounds a JaODth. 

FINLAND 

!'he Conl'Dlllant of Finl.and baa executed a contract rl th DuPont 

for 1,150, 000 pounds or T.N. T. This is in contonity with authority 

to purchase thie amount granted by the War Department on February 16, 1940. 

In the IIUe aut hority penieaion was granted to purobase 

600, 000 pounds or 8110kaleee powder. !'he requir-t for IIIIOkalaas 

powder has been rectw:ed to 128,000 pounda which l•ne an unobligated 

balsnce ot 4'12, 000 pounde at Rereulee Powder Comp11n7 which the Allies 

han~ aeked tor. 

BRAZIL 

On behalf or the BN.e111an llilitar,- Attache the drawings for 

the 6• el1ell tor the guns aold to Bruil by our Gonrnment , were requested 

!rom the Anglo-French Board. The drarlnge and epeoiticatona were 
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promptly turnished and will be tranallitted to the Brazilians for 
use in Allllllll\1 Uon orders tor these £Un• in thie country. 

BOLIVIA 

The Counsalor of the Boli't'ian LegaUon baa adnaed that 
the Goveraaent ot Boline is intareet.d iD purchase or ourplua 8nl8 

ot e -.alue ot $5()01000. He i a to be f'lu'tber in!ol'lled b)' hie Govern­
.. ent aa to the items desired and the exact money -.alue to be obli­
gated. 

An export license baa been issued tor one bund.r-.1 tons 
ot 61l10koleu powder and 950 tons ot T . N. T. These are apinat old 
ca.aitmento ot tho DuPont Compan;r. 

E.IPOfiT LI<:mS!'.S FOR .All!CIWT 

There 1a attached hereto a tobulaUon showing export li­
censee tor a1.rera!t issued durins the tiret tour 110nths or 1940. 

l Enclosure 

Por the Clearance Commit tee, Ar1Q' and Ne'f'Y llun1 tiona Board: 

ClURLES HINES, 
Colonal, u. s. J.rwq, 

Chairman. 

ll:a.r.J:lln o. noooa•elt u -.., 
ltGlr:' ~lfiED 
no o i.i lli. b200 • ~~~ ta, /U > 

a.te- 7- 3D- ~ 3 • 

11- ttua- (ltUt/ 4Jtat 
CONFIDENTIJ\l 
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SUl.GiARY OF EXPORT LIClltiSES ISSUED FOR lJILITAJlY 
;URPUJISS, Cll.li(ERC IAL PLA!IES, E?IGDIES , P!l0PilLU:.1S , 

AllD lHSC!lLlA!lEOUS ARJ.tAl1EllT luiD SPARES - FI llST 4 IOO!Ill!S OF 1940 

Ltilitery Air planes 

Bombardl:lent (:.!ad. · Re!.lvy) 

Attack Bomber 

Pursuit 

Trainor 

TOT!.!. UIU'l'ARY .'.IRPL'JIES 

Commercial Airp l Mos 

Engines 

Propeller s 

:l.i$c . /~nt ct Sparas 

TOTAL - OO:I!ER I TEllS 

Apr il 1940 
Qu~~tity Y4lue 

107 

170 

20 

3 

300 

31 

485 

2034 

2550 

2850 

Sl0, 039 , 69o . oo 

14,009 , 156. 00 

1,250 , 000. 00 

99,120 , 00 

025,397 , 9GG , OO 

1 , 105, 235 . 50 

5, 918, 606 . 77 

2,095,630 . 95 

682 , 965 . 13 

~ 9, 802 , 438 . 35 

035. 200 ,104 . 35 

Fir st ~ l!onths 1940 
Quantity Value 

115 $ 13, 597 , 120. 00 

302 31 , 328, 959. 70 

722 37 ,010, 521.00 

964 24 , 491 , )17 . 62 

2133 Cl06, 426 , 216 . 32 

101 2 , 314,854 . 1~ 

5318 73, 955 , 4;1 . 60 

1875 9 , 333, 113. 06 

~, 8zs, sz5. 35 

10, 321 089, 131, 974 . 13 

12 , 457 0195, 660, 192 , 45 

llo.t . Pltul . Soc ., l~a.t . Div., 
Office ~ Chief of J .. ir Corps , 
11D.y 24 , 1940 (EOR : llk) 



June 1.), 1940 

Dear Pa : 

Enclosed for the inforca­
tion of the President is Report No . 
41, subject, •Foreign Inquiries for 
Production of IJuni tiona . • 

General E. M. Watson 
Secret&ry t o the President 
T'ne 1\bi te House 

Enclosure: 
~~. June 10, 1940 

I 
/.J.t . 
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Report No . 41 

CONFIOENTIA1. 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

~!l!l'ORANOO>.I TO I The Secretary of War 
The Secretary of the Navy (. 3 
The Assistant Secretary of War Ca-t•- 1- ,a 0

- • 

The Assi stant Secretary of the Navy 1. .. I / )J.,tJ)c 
The Deput y Chief of Staff tar•- .{PIIM · r.r" 
The Chief of Naval Operations . 111.,.. 

SUBJbCT: Foreign Inquiries for Product ion of Uunitions 

1 . I n accordance with instructions to submit f rom time to 
time a brief report on foreign inquiri es for military equipment, 
the f ollowine notes are made: 

ANGLO-FRENCH PURCHAS!NG roARD 

In accordance with instruct ions of the President, rapid 
action has been taken in the last few days to make available to an 
i ntermediary A:rmy equipment which will eventually be sold to the 
Allies . At the reduced pri ces this equipment, which includes auto­
matic arms , rifles, pist ols , S!llall arms ammunition , artille ry, and 
artillery ammunition , t otals approximately ~55,000 ,000 . 

Shipping orders have been issued to concentrate t he Army 
equipment at Raritan Arsenal , pending its transfer to t he inter­
mediary, and it is understood that some of these shipments are already 
in mov~ent. Warning orders on the explosives were issued, but no 
orders for movements sent out until t he eventual destinations are clear. 

It is understood that the Navy Department will also have avail­
able for transfer in the same manner the follmving small arms: 

!>1 000 Lewis ground type machine guns 
5, 000 Lewis aircraft machine guns 
4, 095 Browning automatic rifles. 

Requests have also bean received from the Anglo-French Pur­
c.hasing Board for the sale or lease of war reserve manufacturing 
equipment in storage for smokeless powder, nitric acid, and small 
arms ammunition . The proposal is that, if it is legally possible, 
some of this war reserve equipment will be furnished to plants to 
be engaged in producticn of materiel for the Allies . There seems 
to be no opposition to this proposal, because it i s realized that 

CeNFIOENTIAl 
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it is of considerable advantaee to the United States to have this 
equipment install ed and operating in Americ an pl ants . The legal 
side 01 the mat t er is being reviewed by the General Counsel of the 
Treasury Department and by the Judge Advocate General of the Army. 

In report No . 40 reference is made to the efforts of the 
Allies to obtain small arms . Tho export licenses issued in t he last 
week indicate that they have been able to obtain a considerable number 
of revolvers f r om Smith and Wesson. Sone of the Thompson sul:macbine 
guns on order are also moVing to ports . The local repr esent ative of 
the Auto Ordnance Corporation says t hat t he Angl o-Fr ench Purchasing 
Board has appr oXimately 30, 000 Thompson submachine guns on order and 
conferences With him in t he past week have been held for the purpose 
of expeditinG the delivery of as many of these guns as possible 
within the next month. 

The War Department has notified t he Dupont Company that there 
Will be no objection to its contract 1or the new pcmder plant at 
IJemphis , Tennessee, which will be constructed for Allied needs . 

Some discussions have been held in the past week wit h the 
r epresentatives of Finland concern5ng such aid as Finland can give 
to the Allies by rel easing pawder and TNT on order for Finland. 
The Anglo-Fr ench Purchasing Board is looking into this matt er. Of 
interest to them also is an order f or 61 mm trench mortar s hell, 
also in prociuction f or Finland. This order is for 150, 000 rouna.s 
and is placed with four At~erican plants . 

The surplus anThWncnt sold to Finland is beine moved. A 
Finnish ship is at pr esent in one of our ports loao.ing this equipJlcmt . 

SWEDEN 

The advice has been recei ved that th.e Swedish or der with 
Smith and Wesson f or 9 nun semi- automatic rifles has been increaseci 
f r om 2, 000 to 4, 500. They Will be able t o obtain excellent deliv­
eries on this new type rifle and the order ts eX))ected to be com­
pleted by October 1st. 

An additional 12, 000, 000 9 mm Parabel lum cartridges have 
been ordered f r om the Western Cartridge Gompany, with delivery to 
be made on or before October 21, 1940. 

The other orders placed by t he Swedish Trade Delegation a 
fevr months ago are progr essing satisfactorily . Atlong others ',rere 
s ome experimental radio sets which were of int erest to our Army. 
The Signal Cor ps arranged t o ~xmntne these sets a t the laboratories 
of Radio Corpor ation of America . 

- 2 -
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A newspaper -repor~, e-'l&n&~tnJ fr<llll Lcnocn, ae~Ded to indicate 
that a deal 1e ln progress for ~he Allies to take over the air;:>lane 
orders tor Sweden 1n this country. 

Radio equipment valued at Jl,l70, 000 h&a been ordered frO!l tha 
Collins !ladio C<Xllpany, Cedar Ra¢ds, Iowa. 11'1 add1. tion, a S!'lall order 
for 50,000 shot aun cartridges bu been placOtt with .rinchester Repeat.ine 
AralJI C011pany. 

The Lookhoed representative for South Africa indicates that 
thirt y- one Lockheed, Type 44, havo been bousht f rom his firm and wUl 
replace German Junker planes as ~oll as soMe of British manufacture . 
These are c Olll'llercial planes but tho South Africans usually adapt them 
for lllilitary use . 

Several conferences have been held with the llt'azilian repre­
centatives in oonneotioo 11'ith their purchase ot surplus arno.aroent . 
Drard.n&s and such othor in.format.ion as could be collected have been 
turned over to th!Jill . Some of tho 611 British J!UOS are novr at York 
Sate and Loc~ C~oany, York, Pennsylvnnia, for ovorhaul , and the neces­
sary drarrin]s have been furnished to that fin so that they can do 
this work . 

Because or the fact that thP 'h'azilian llission 1n 17a.shintrt.on 
seems to be makln,cr rather slow progress i n desii!T'in'! 81'1Munition a nd 
seacoast carriageo for artillery purchased by them, an effort is bolng 
made to interest a retired ordnance officer in t he proposition of 
acting as technical advisor to tho ~ssion . 

llOJ(.'IAT 

Uon.,,y 1e apparently still interestea 1n procuri.ng airpl8l"les 
and their armament in this country. They have on order the following 
airplanes: 

Curtiss-Hawk 36 
Douglas A-17 38 
Northrop 8-A 24. 

We AN also intomed that the ama.,ent !or these plane:J has been 
ordered . Wr . Bernt Balchen, the !anous Arctic flyer, 1.3 handlin<t those 
transactions for the Norwegian Oovernn~ent . 

For t ho Clearance Cacmittoo, Ar;p,y-:& Navy ~!unitions Board: 

-[ ~ _. ~ .-;.r • -
CI!AS. RI*::S, 

Colonel, u. s . Ara::f, 
.. n u ,. 1 n r u ~l"j"A''· 



June 25, 1940 

Dear Pao 

Enclosed !or tbe informa­tion o! the President is Report tlo. ~~subject, •Foreign Inquiries for Production of Uunitiona.• 

Gonernl E. M. Watson Socretary to t he President The Ylhi te House 

Enclosure: 
Memo. June 18, 1940 
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--S9~1FIOENTI~ 
ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 
WASHING1"0N, D. C. 

June lB , 1940 
P'riU'lltlln D. RoooeYelt Libl'aJ'7 
D~r:t . C'('!F!F.O Renort .l!g_._Jg 

IIEMOilANDIJM TO: 

~UBJECT : 

nL''' ·~ 
' - 5:oo.o (9/ 27/68) The Se cretary of 1\'ar 

Tho Se cr etary of t he Navy 
The Assistant Secretary of r.ar Date- 7- ~ f- 7 ~ 
Tho Assistant Secretu-y of the Jlavy 
The J>eruty Chief of Starr S1gnature- 'r'IJ.... 
Tho Chief of Naval Oporat ions 

Fore~n Inquiries for Pr oduction of ~unitions 

1 . In a ccor dance with instructions to submit f r om titte to 
ti~e a br ief r epor t on for eign inquiries for mili~ry equipment , 
t he follo .. 11117 notoa are c:.ade : 

Tho transfer of surplus ammunition and eoui~ment to the United Stc.tes Steel Ex;·ort Corpor ation for Allied a ccount i s pr oceedinf 
rapidly . Concentra tion of the e~uipment a t Raritan Arsenal has beon followed by large movoJtents to ships in Nerr York Harbor . 

The cont ract tdth tho United State s Ste ol Expor t Cor poration 
f or the Mle of surplus pr operty end for the exc~e of a c:un.i tion calls for val ues ac follows: 

lunmunition 
Equipment 

$21, 879, 840 .40 
l 5. 759, 71S. gQ 

$37, 619, 556 .60. 

I n excha!:l!l e for tho &llll:lunition i t ems ther e will be r eceivod TNT, empt y 
cbell and bo~1b bodieD valued a t about t21 , 000, 000. 

In 11 contract &igned Juno 10, 1940, with the Curtias-l'iright cocpe.n;r, the 50 Jlavy airplanes and 750 1000-pound det:olltion bombs have boon cove r od. For tho demoll t ion bombs t he United Sta t os C overnmon t 
tdll r ocoi ve 1,~79 ,000 pounde of TNT . 

In e. deal 'loith the Dourlas Aircraft cot: any 93 llrht bocl>ere of the A- 17 type aro to be excmnged for new oquipment under t ho pro­
visions of the Act of !Jay 12, 1917 . It i s e xpected tho.t 20 modern 
A-20-A air l)lenes will be recei ved in excbange for tho 93 A-17 plenoa . 

A contr act mP El.gned on Juno 13, 1940 wit h tho Harri&burp; Stool Corrorntion cover~ 5, 343 &a-pound f rar,mentetion boca, 565 100-pound 

• P.A~!FIRFNTIAI • 
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CONFIDENTIAL-
bocbo and 100,000 clwtrres for 155 m: . Puns . Thl• deal :"a£ con~W11t'Ated under lho Act of June 1 , 19?6 for tho excl~e of anounition und involvoe \5,000,000 J:~onoy valuo . In oxchD.npe tho Government oi.U receive 7, 000,000 pounds of Th"l', 501 000 e01pt y 100-pound boeba and n , :?S4 enr t y 500-pound bol!lba . 

1\ct.ion is in pro~~;ress to turn over to American manufacturers the available roserve manufacturing eQuipment in storepo f or rc:okelese powder , nitric acid an" e=U arms ~tioo . The Cu :ont co::o•'411Y will pr obably t:lke over the ::mokeless po..Cer oqui ment for tho ner. Mem:'hiS nlant nnd both the \linchester and Reminp,ton coml'anies oro study­ing a proposition to di vicie the small arms cartridge eQuipment batr.een them. The smll an:ts cartricJre equirr.ncnt includoe ll7 m;.chinec and is for caliber . ~.() types only. It seems nr obable there dU be no diffi­culty i n exclvlngil'l{: this equipment , undor new logislation now pendi.ng in Co!ll'ress . 

l.:a.ny re< uests t<re beinr received from the Awlo-French Purcba&ill$1 Board !'or aechtence . These two usually requests for specifications, dravdnro, visit.s to plants, IUld con::ultation on technical matters . Every effort bar been J:~&de to Gatis.fy the deliiiUidC of tho Allies for help of this kind. 

Negotiations a re in prorress with the Govenll:!<'nt of El Salvador !'or tbe sale of 10, 000 lmfield riflec from surJ'lus stoclc11 . Thio trr.nc­action is in a ccordance 1'11 th the provieione of the Act of J une S, 1920, autbori11nj- direct salo to a foreign goverru::ent . 

lqCARAGOA 

Arranrellents have been COlll!>lotod 1'11 tb the Govenment of Uica­TII£un, :md payr.ent received, for 5 , 000 EnJ'ield rifleo and 50 Le11is ground type lllllChine guno . As noted for El Salvador above , thi r, cale 
UUG mado under the pr ovisions of the Act of J une S, 1920. 

Tho Netherlands repreaontetives nro still activo in ottewpting to pr ocure J:JUDitions for the lletherlande East Indies. Sever .. ! confer­ences have been held -i.th them concerninr boJ:lba for airplanes. The Nethorlands representatives havo asked for prioritiea an~ airplanes which it hoe benn impossible to appr ove. They are now interested in placing an order for fragmentation and de1:10lition boobs and the necoG­sary procedure has been explainod to obtt in tho UEe of United States 
Arr.!y deoigno . 

- 2 -

Franklin D. Roooevel t Librar, 
p~ 
on 

~ .. • ~ -n 
•• lJ 

~:J0.9 (S/27/~8 ) 



' B8NFIBENTI~ 
BI'WI!!M 

Tho Goverru:ent of Be~ill!l ic still order~ cunpliec ir. this country. Inforation has juGt. been received of ordora ">laced tor 11ireraft. cnrinac rlt.h Curtica-Wr4'ht., for ca lber . 50 ..m::unlt.ion .-ith Ror.d.r.gton, for mctollic belt linke with Colt ' s Patent. Hre Armn Company, anu • i th the Br ewster ller oooutical Co,orction for certain Aircraft acceot<orioa . 

SO!JT!! AfRICA 

Addit.iono.l orders have been re·'<>rted, tot,.lli¥ about tlOO,OOO, for steel plates an soell tools . 

An interestinp report has been received tbroueh SteU> Ceoe.rtaent channels that the Aatorg Tradinp Corporotion 1• havinr come difficulty in cxportillb cocmodities ov.nod in thio country. It oeoms that tho cor­Deration i B subject to a lnw suit, pr osecuted by ll1l Arorican crr·ort firm, end the r e)'Drt i s th:l.t Antorr hac offered, as a settloJ:~ent, to turn over to this aXJ'()rt f'iru for s:U.e all of tho comcodi ties now o~necl by AJ:rt,orr in t his country. These con:tloditieo include olectrol:;tic copper, cathodou, wire bers , and 400 t ons of Br n•illan rubber. 

For the Clearance Coa.ittee, Arqy & Navy ~\ulitions Board: 

.. 
CHh::i . BTh'F.S, 

Colonel, U. S. Army, 
C hairilllUI . 

- s -

tll•. ~ . lt?<>• •velt Li brar, 
n,~l .. ;.~ · ~lt.a 

' .. 
• ' ~o ll (S/27/H) 

Date- ?-" J., 
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Resp' y torwarded to the Prealdent. 

c§lJ?rl_ 
E. !.I .IV. 
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July 1 , 1940 

Doar Po1 

Enclosed for the infol'lllll­
tion of t he President h Report Uo.-
4), subject, •Foreign Inquiri es for 
Production nf Uunitiona. • 

General E. W. Watson 
Secretory to the President 
The White House 

Enclosure: 
Me~o . June 24, 1940 

P.S. e.. c . Ullless advised to the contrary '1 ~ C.. ,P · 
ee will discontinue sending this ~~ IM..o) s-,. 
report after this n1111ber. 1f- 1/• 1 ~ • ,_,. 
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Report No . 43. 

ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

M UNITIONS BUIL.DING 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

June 24, 1940. 

IIDLORANDUII TO: The Secret&ry ot Wa.r 
The Secre~ ot the llavy 
The Asaiet&ot Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chief ot Naval Operations 

• • • ~"'· I J- C. 1-

"li'J' 
!t .... ~ ~· (• '·.,I 

0 • 

SIJBJECT: Foreign I nouiriee for Production of Munitions 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from tice to 
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for ailitary eouipment, 
the tollowi.ng notes are 111ade: 

A!£L0-1'RE!ICH PURCHASING BOARD 

Much time has been devoted in the past weak to the assembly 
of technical inf ormation requested in connection with tho sale of 
surplus armament. In general, this information is being furnished 
because it is necessary for the proper maintenance of the materiel 
sold. 

A rather unusual request has been received for two copies 
of the drawings for the French 75 11111 gun. It seems that the avail­
able copies of these drawings in this country in the hands of the 
Board are in the French langusge and i t is desired to get copies 
from the United States which han been translated into English, 
This reauoat invol ves a large n\lllber of dral'lings o.nd is believed to 
be intended for possible production of those guns in England, As 
t he Board has stated that nu=erous cables have been received about 
t hese drawings and that the matter is of great urgency, assembly of 
the necessary information has been initiated pending decision as to 
whether the drawings will be released. 

Export licenses are being rapidly issued for surplus prop­
erty purchased by t.he Allies through inte,..,ediariea. It is Wider­
stood that tour ships have already sailed with ca.rgoea of this ma­
teriel . According to the original plans or the Board, the materiel 
was to be divided between the French and the British, wi th the French 
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receiving a larger proportion than the British . It is bel ieved 
that this arrangement hna now been changed and all of the m3teriel 
is going to England. 

The Board ia studying the problell! of talcing over the 
French orders in this country , These orders are nWllerows and some 
of them ~Y have to be cancelled because they are not needed by the 
British. 

A conference has been arranged with represent3tivea of the 
Board to consider production of field artillery in this co~.mtry. 

This will be held later in the nelt. It is underatood that these 
representatives are interested in 75 - g~.ms, 25- pounder euns, and 
Hispano-Sui~ g~.ms . 

The Nav,v Department has t'lken action to transfer aurplws 
small a.rms materiel to the Ordnance Departc:ent of the A:rrry . A 
contract is being negotiated with an intermediacy with a view to 
eventual purchase by the Anglo-French Purchasing Board. 

BRAZIL 

Several conferences have been held concerning the design 
and production of seacoast carriages tor guns purchased by Brazil . 
The present status is that a bid has been submitted by the ~pire 
Ordnance Corporation to the Brazilian Eabassy covering engineering 
work necessary for the desiGn of these carriages. 

The overhaul or tbe 6• guns el~o sold to Brazil ia in 
progress at the York Sefe & Lock Compeny, York, Pennsylvnnia. 

A source is being sought for the overhaul of the fir e 
control instruments. 

On behalf of the Netherlnnds East Indies, the Ne~1erl~nds 
Government has requested supply of navel gun ammunition and bomb 
fuzes froa o. S. Governaent stocks. It seeos !~probable th~t this 
request can be grMtod . 

-2-
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UNION OF SOOTH AFRICA 

The Union of South J.friea 115 atUl placing orders , ..ainly 
for comcercial itcs. The last report showed t.hat orders for uni­
form cloth c.nd duck totalinR 1.347,000 have been placed. 

AUTOJ;IOBn.E MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATI ON 

The Automobile t.lanufacturere Association has agreed to fur­
nish reports of exports of automobiles and trucks . The Association 
b.os already given us copies of their reports for the last few months . 
Tbie 1a a detailed report showing ccnmtry, dest ination, and nunber 
of all Aacriean automobiles and truclt..a exported. 

PI'M'MAN ACT 

On June 15th, the Pittman Act was approved authorizing 
.asohte.nce to Latin linlericon countries from our government by sup­
plying antiaircraft and coast artUlery arm&~:~ent . This Act also 
covers navul vessel s . A procedure for the processing of requests 
received from Latin American countries has been approved by the 
State, War, end Navy Departa:enta. 

For the Clearance Coz::raittee, A:rnty and llavr N.unitions Board: 

hoankUn 11. 1\ooeen lt Li»u7 

D· -r·· r .....- tr:-t- n t u;..r.,...,.nt&J 
DOD UIP.. mo.9 <9/27/f>l } 

Oe te- 7- "'-1-7D 
Si~tun- ")VA. 

CHARLES HINES, 
Colonel, U. S. Arvry, 

Cbainr.an. 
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trontlln 0. Roooevelt Llbr arr pemt lo . u. 1u17 1 , 19/.o.OEGL! .. :r.I£D 
000 Din. mo. 9 (9/27 /68 ) 

IIUW~ TOt !he S.cnt.u")' o r .,e.r Oa\e- 7 - ~f-) o 
!he Saerat.ary or tba la'f)' 
!he Allht.Mt Sacr-at&ry of llersi r;naturt• ~ .Q. Tba .Uaht.<nt. 6acret...ey or the • • ..,. rr 
!ha Deputy Cb1ar or St.&rr 
!ha Cbiar or !loYal Opor-at. an a 

SOilJfCTt 7or •iln Inquiri OI for- Production or Munition• 

l . In accor<:lanca wi t.h 1natruotiona to aubloit fJ'OII tiJDa to U.eo a brief r-epor-t. on roroi iJI inouiri .. tor ailit.ary aquipatot, tbt !olloaing noteo are .. d., 

Tunl oYer of aili Ur)' eQuipoMnt t.o tho 11111 ted St.. toa Staal t:zport Corpor Uoo tor Uliod aceo1111t 1a proeaodina rapidly ..,4 i t 1a !Q>o., lohat oaYeral ahipo baY& alraac!7 dapartocl for tho IJni t.ed 
linCc!OII carryina a011a or tbla aquipc;ent . 1ract1call.y all o! t.ha .....U ar-aa a11d lllllll arao ..-.nit1on, 75 • arUllaey, tre~ch ""rtara, and about t.hro ... rourt.ha of tho 75 a ahall hnt baa tum ad onr. Tbo prindpal roaa1nin& l lAma r a t to be tun~od over ...... po,._ dar a11d high uplosl v ... 

Tba 8r1 tbh I'W"cb ... J.aa CO!Iaialion l a takini o n r u rapidly 
u poaalbl• P'ranch or<!ar• in t.h1 com1.ey. It ••••• unreel that all aircraft. orders will ba t.al<.., ovor b)' U.a 8r lt1ab and practi­cally all othora , u oopt. ao .. tor -1 t i on whore U.o call bars ora 
not. auit.ed to Br itiab aaeda • 

.ldYico na •oucht b:r tho Boar<! • • to llhaU.ar tho lSS • Howitaar po der , which • • • or111nally dat t lnod for 1ranoe, oould be u .. d in t.ba 7S M C\lll • It ••• n ...... ry to atlrlaa thea that thla po.Oar C&Jt not be u .. d l a t.ba 7~ M 1\111 but. coulc! be uaod 1n 
- or t.ha lere•r t.Jpo& - a• llod taor or tho " · 7" lUll · 

.l oon t oraaca • • • hold wi th Brl t.i t h rop~eaent.t1Toa t.c con­
alc!ar procl'~oUon of ~· llil~sa :lO • aircrort cannon. It M • a \hat Bri tiab rec-lliraiMnt.l ~ rua u hi~oh •• l , OJO 11111• a 
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aont.h , At t he conference .,. , the lltUta£i nK llir~ttsr or the aoapeny 
1ft l'h;;lancl wl\tch b at PNICDt in production on t.bo. e aun•· llen­
tlon w 1 o ..de or the l!e l.ntt vanutact.urtnc Co!&}Mr dlt ''\''lt!b<hllpbia 
U the I OurCe hei ne COD01dered for pro4uct1on or thell ll\llll. The 
BriU•h a>.nufac t.urer in1«1d1 \0 11nd peraoru:el ~ at•n t~il pro­
t ucUon. a ...m be aecu aa.,. \0 orlont thia Br lth h ,... ,ulr..nt 
ait~ our o•n noode #or run• or t~lo t ype . It ae..a p"Oboble ~~t 
the l'rit\1111 •Cl obtain a llcenH to ;~ro<uce in thil count.,. . ~. 

lllll ted ,.t.at ea Co• ern.::ont hae ouch 11 lican .. o;o pro<iace !or ita 01111 

a••· 
Owtnc to the lose or • s reat deal of field artillef'7 o~uip­

oent in Ylon~ere, ~~~ Boord hae aeked tor info~ tion on our 1 teat 
s odel 7S • #1ald iUD with a view to ordera 1! tl•• type 11 ault.abla 
! o r Chair naede . Ther e would , O( COUTM , bto c:>neiderable odvantace 
if o.u- l~ta t .a<.al ... ~ • ...,_ •• e4 beu u•• it 110uld put a<41tional 
pllll1U l.nto IJ!'O' llCtion on '"'' t )'pel 1!111ch •• w:>ulcl need tor our­
aelwa. 

Ref•rence '"' eade in • ;orerloue -·aport to the r.-,ueot for 
drnin11 1 tranalllted into Dl&lieh , !or t.be 75 • • lllodel 1897 , 1'rench 
cun . The u drowin&e a re be1nt. ar • •blecl a t the pre. 11nt u .. end 
•one of ~~•• wi l l be turned o•er t~ t~e 8onr4 t hla w••• • 

BJ!4ZI1. 

A b14 hu been euboitted to the 8ruiUan Lecation !or the 
enain .. rin• w r k on tr.e aeacoee t. carrt ,..u. 1'h1 a b id • • • 1uba1 ~tAd 
bJ 11n uerlcan f lro end 11 coo.taered r u aonable. The llrea lliane 
are al..o d1 cu.oa tnc thh ....,ui:I'IIMII t rlt.b the Aolr l c:an Car end 
FO\II'I.S.,. Cospan)' in u-.e ho~ ot cn t iDI bet ter ,.rlcee. 

&ct.l on 11 in procl'IID to obtain l.he s• rYice• ot • l'ltil'ed 
OrclnADce otrl cer to uailt the Brulll ane with their aun1t1ont pro­
CW'<IIIont in th1e oo\llltf'7. 

Int oi'IU tion bu been received that Lieut. Colonel '•""'ira 
II l.n t.be United Stat • • !or the purpo1e o! ~e1.1DI •~""' .. ..," 
for ~'l• unufact.ure l.n !!null o f certain t ,.,.a or airph n .. pro­
duced bJ Jlor th ~Mricaa Adat1c.n . I t h un<ler etood thllt be u cecta 
to place o.-dara approlliaa~in£ tl.50,000 tor uch1n•f'7• 

A conf erence ""~ bald • ltll repre• eft tat1ne of Chile oon­
ceminl the procurement un. er ~.AI Pittaao Act or four 90 • 
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0[10 IJi ,:. b200 . 9 ( 9/2?/6i ) 

Dato- ) ~ -&. f "7 " 
on ti-e.!rcro.f t IIIJll l o.nd t .. nty ) 7 • on~i-drcr.ft _t;un a , tocetber 
wi th &MUni tion , .l e twly if l>eln& - de to detenofl\llle.'leuer e.beoe 
r e<:uir.,.enta OM be added to one of our owu procure10mt order• ln 
tho n..,......,t progru • 

.lrranguenta ore lll•o unmr "OJ to allow t he Cbil.,a~~a to 
bU1 f our e ta of adaptera f or l SS .. Howitaore eo ~• to convert 
t.b••• lio~l h era for h1i;b. ope&d tr~~nlport. 

Tbe Il'l\lllan Covom~~ent hu contrRctod f or ten Han 7.5.& 
o.ir plonol wl th c,. Curtiu- frlght Corporntian . Til••• are to h 
delivered Ln Pobrual')' m d U&rch , 1941. 

the Notharlanda :..,cation nu ll&de Kddit.ional r r uoeto !or 
.-~~ly of arti:lery nna artillery • ccunition ~a cr . S. ~overn.ent 
atocl<a ond I t hu ba•n nacelrllr) to dhappron thue r ..-uu te . A 
diveraion or TIT at t ho rate of 130 tona a 110nth fro10 our ordoro 
••• &lao rec:uoat...d, but •&oln 1 t wu necolf&r1 t o dil&ppl'Ove . 

IR!SH TR~ STAT! 

Jegoaiatl.on• ore in PJ'Oirete to .. u to t.be tr1Ab Yroe 
State 20,000 Enfield r iflea . Tbb Covernatmt u ked for hon ty-f our 
7.5 - aun• and 72 ,000 rounda of """'unit.ion for ~~...... Th h tiOuipuent 
eon not be aupplled froJt Durpl uo otocko , 

It baa been necuao.ry to tn rora tho Slr..Ueb Trade llel oration 
that the l'ror Jleportat'nt c!ou not look w1 th favor on the export ot 
cartri~a-ll&ltlnll aacblnery a t thie t~. tho ll• lld.a llave beOD 
a t t oaptl.nil to purch••• a plAnt for tbe oaanufacture or 9 • p1atol 
cortrill&eo tor alli~ent to Sweden . llnller t.ho pr•• en t preaoure to 
oatabl1Eh plant& for u. s. needa , it boa been r ound n ecee•ory to dis­
coural• the export o! Mchlnory of Wo t ype. 

U!!I:. or IJOOT1i AP'!!ICA 

Tho Sout.b A!'rlCIUl autborH t .. ar e in• ulrlnc for au detection 
e<!ul.~n t. They have been referred to on U.ericon fira •b l eb apeci al­
iau in auch eouipeent . 

CON ~IQf'fH-tAt 
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UlQRT ycrliS~ FOR I.IRCRU"l' 

Ezport licenlles for aircnJt in Uo.y 1 1940 , tot.aled 
IS6,J.ll , 349. 52. 'for t he tirot rive aonthe ot l 940, ~he tot.al 
W8 8 t249,086,22)o97o 

For the Clearance Comait~ee , AraJ & Navy Uuni t !ons Hoard a 

11US, lilll£5 , 
Colonel , U. s. Army, 

Chaime.n . 

'"'" o. R·,ooevsl t Libr &rJ 

OEOU\SS:HED 
O·GO OUt :>zoo. e < 9/ 27 ;~a> 

Date- ., - 1-f - '7 t:J 

., 



July 8 , 1940 

Dear Pa: 

Enclosed for the inforoa­
tion of the Pres ident is Report No . 
44 on the subject •Foreign Inquiries 
for Production of t!unitions . • 

General E. M. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The Vlh1 tc House 

Enclosure 

,.. \ 

\ \ 
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Report No . 44. 

MEl!ORANDUM '1'01 

StlBJFCT: 

, CO~FIQfNIIAL. 
A,R.MY AND NAV Y M UNITIONS BOARD 

M UNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

July l, 1940. 
franklin 0. ROOIOVelt Libr&rJ 

OEGLf~ ":IF! EO 
Tbe Secretary of War DUO Dirt 52oo.9 ( 9/27t6a > 
The Secretecy of the Navy 
The Assistant Secretary of War Date- 7-J.f-JI 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Steff 
The Chief of Na\'8.1 Operations s 1 r;na tur1- 91/ i/J-

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions 

1. In accordance with instructions to sul::mit from time to 
tue a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, 
the following notes are made: 

ANGLO-FRENCH PURC!jASING BOARD 

Turn over of military equipment to the United Stetss Steel 
Export Corporation for Allied account is proceeding rapidly and i t 
is known that several ships have already departed for the United 
Kingdom carrying some of this equipment . Practically all of the 
small arms and small arms ammunition, 75 mm artillery, trench 
mortars, and about three-fourths of the 75 111111 shell baTe been turned 
over. The principal remsin1ng items yet to be turned over are pow­
der and high explosives. 

The British Purchasing Commission is taking over as rapidly 
as possible French orders in this country. It seems assured that 
all aircraft orders will be taken over by tbe British and practi­
cally all others, except some for ammunition where the calibers are 
not sui ted to British needs. 

Advice was sought by the Board as to whether the 155 111111 

Howitzer power, which was originally destined for France, could 
be used in the 75 mm gun. I t was necessary to advise them that 
this powder can not be used in the 75 mm gun but could be used in 
some of the larger types - 8" Howitzer or the 4 . 7" gun. 

A conference wae held with British representatives to con­
sider production of the Hispen~za 20 11110 aircraft cllllnon. It 
seems that British requirements llll,y run as high as 1 , 000 guns a 

CO~FIDE~TIAt 
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month . At the conference waa the ~f!i:n£ Director of the c011~ 
in FhglLnd which is at present in product ion on t hese guns . Men­
tion woe JOOde of the Heintz 1/.anufacturing Compnny of Philadelphia. 
es the s ource being conoi derod for production of the so guns . The 
British manu!Bcturor intends to send per soMel to stsrt thio pro­
duction. It will be necessary to orient t his Britj sh requl1·ement 
with our own needs for ;:uno of this type . It seems prohe.ble thllt 
the Briti~>h will obtain a license to produce in thie country. The 
Oni ted States Government ho.e such a license to produce f or its own 
w;e . 

Owing to the lose of e. greet deal of field artillery equi~ 
cent in Flenders, the Board bae eeked for inforDBtion on our l.E.teet 
model 75 a field gun with a vie• to orders if the type ill suitable 
f or their needs. There •oul.d, or cour&e, be considerable edvmtage 
if our latest 11odel 'l'ere releaeed beCBuse it •·ould put additional 
plents int o production on the types which we would need for our­
selves. 

Reference was made in ~ previous report to the reques t for 
drawings , translated into Engli.sh, for the 75 mm, Model 1897, French 
gun; These drawings ere being assembled et the present t ime Mel 
some of them will be turned over to the Board this week. 

BRAZIL 

A bid has been submitted to the Brazilian Legation for the 
enf;ineeriDg "ork on the seacO&at carriages. This bid waa aul:lllitted 
by lll1 AD:ericen firD and is considered reasonable . The BrezUillne 
ere also discussing thie requir81Dent with the eeriean Car end 
Foundry Co:openy in the hope of getting bette.r prices. 

Action i s iD progress to obWin the services of a retired 
Ordnance Officer to eaaiat the Brazilians with their IIIUDitiona pro­
curement iD this country. 

Infon:.ation bas been received that Lieutono.nt Colonel 
Ferreira is in the Oni ted Sta tee for the purpose of c011pleting er­
ransements for the manufacture in Brazil of certain t ypos of 81r­
planes produced by North Americen Aviation. It is understood that 
he expects to place orders &Pl roximatiDg $4501000 for machinery . 

A conference was held n th representatives ot Chile con­
cerning the procur•ent under the Pittman Act of four 90 • 
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antiaircrnft guns and t wenty J7 mm antieircrsft guns , together 
with 8ll:llJllni tion, A study i s being a:ade to det err.Line whether these 
requirements can be added to one of our own procurement orders in 
the re&rii4Jient program, 

Arrangements are el so under way to ellow the Chilesne to 
buy four sets of adapters for 155 mm Howitzers so a s to convert 
these Howitzers for high speed transport. 

The Iranian Govel'nment has contracted for ten Halik ?5A 
airplanes with the Curt.iss- l'irieht Corporati on . These are t o be 
delivered in February and March, 1941. 

The Netherlands Legation has made additional r equests for 
suppl y of artillery and artillery ammunition from U. S . Government 
stocks and i t has been necessary t o disapprove these requests . A 
diversion of TNT at the rate of 130 tons a conth from our orders 
was also r equested, but again it was necessary t o disapprove . 

IRISH FREE STATE 

Negotiat ions are in progres s to sell to the Iri sh Free 
State 20, 000 E)!fi eld rifies. This Government asked for twenty- four 
?5 mm guns and ?2, 000 rounds of wmnuni t ion f or t hem. This equipment 
can not be supplied from surplus stocks. 

It has been necessary t o inform the ~vedish Trade Delegation 
that the V/ar Department does not look with favor on the export of 
caJ<tridge-me.Jd.ng me.chinery at this time. The Swedes have been 
attempting to purchue a plant for the manufacture of 9 111111 pistol 
cartridges for shipment to Sweden. Onder the present pressure to 
eatablJ.ah pl e.nts f or U, s . needs, it has bean f ound neceunry to dis­
courage the export of machinery of t his t ype . 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

The South African authorities are inquiring f or gas detection 
equipiUJlt . They have been referred to an Amer ican firm which special­
izes in such equipment . 

l t Li'brlll'J 
~ "' 1\00Vitt'~6 

n· ... . . . .. ,i:..J . 
\ ~IJ 1,: ) •• b~Q.i ( t /27/bi} 

,->t·1' )tit) 
t~ate- . . ~ 3i 
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EXPORT LICENSFS FOR AIRCRAFT 

Export licenses for aircraft in IIUiy, 194.0, totaled 
$56, 411, .349. 52. For the first five months of 1940, tbe total 
~8 $249, 086, 22.3 .97. 

For the Clearence COJ:lmi ttee, A:ray and Navy ltuni tiona Board: 

~;;¥4, 
CBARLES HINES, 

Colonel, U. S. A~, 
Chn.irman. 

'· ~2CO . 9 ( 9/21 /~8) 

Da ta- 1- ,_,-7~ 
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July 12 , 1940 

Dear Pa: 

Enclosed for the informa­
tion or the Pruident is Report No, 
45 , subject, •Foreign Inquiries for 
Production of J.luni t1o113 . • 

Sincerely yours, 

General E. 14 . Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The llhlte Houae 

Enclosure: 
llelllo() . July 8, 1940 



Report tlo . 45 

SUBJECT: 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILOING 
WMHINGTON, D . C. 

July B, 1940 

The Secretary of l'lar 
The Secretary of Navy 

~lin D. Roooe•el t Li-rarJ nrcu ~~!FlED 
u d) :~lr.. ~200.9 ( 9/ 27/61} 

Tho Assistant Secretary of 17ar Date- 1- ~9- 7 tl The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Staff Sl ture- 'jVtfJ -The Chief of lla"V.J. Operations PIA ~-..,~ 
For eign Inquiries for Production of Munitions 

l . In accordance r.ith instructions to submit fro111 time 
to ti~e a br ief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, 
the folloYiing notes are made: 

ANJLQ-FJm!CH PURCI!AS@ BOARD 

In t he last few weeks the empbaeis on purchasing by the 
Anglo-French Purchasing Board has been shifting to items other 
than aircraft. Machine tools, or dnance equipment, c:otor vehicles, iron and steel and nonferrous oetals are being order ed in large 
quantities . It is believed that the total orders now placed have 
a money value of about $l,BOO, ooo, ooo. 

Apparently the French representation on the Board was dropped last Y;'eek and it is under stood that the Briti!!h Purcmsing 
Co~ssion ~ll funotion hereafter . 

Owing to large losses of artillery in Flanders it seems 
pr obable that the British nil order approxi.l:latal.y 3,000 field guns 
in this country, together nth their IUIIl:lllllition. It is not yet de­
cided whether these will be 25-poundor Br itish guns or whether they 
will a sk for our l4test model of AmeriC4D 75 mm . gun. Information 
m £ a lreo.ey been requested by them on our latest model of 75 CCI . 
SUD and it S&e:l!S probable tmt sufficient informtion will be fur­nished to determine whether they desire to put this gun into pr o­
duction. Its pr oduction in this country, of course, would be of 
a reat advuntage t o our own national defense program. 

Studies a ro still being made covering the practicability 
or pr oducill! Hispano Suiza guns at a rate said to be 1 , 000 guns a month. I t se ems pr obable that a l4rge order will be placod in this 
country if suitable produci.D(; facilities can bt' round. 

- l -

S8NFIBBHIAL 



OOLO-FlUl!IC!i PURCRASDil BOARD - cont' d 

Re~ton and Winchester are about to close contracts tor 
a large quantity of small arms alliJIIUllition for the British. They 
have asked trot available war reserve machinery be turned over to 
them for the expansion of their plants . The cattor of leae~ this 
equipment to them is under consideration by tho Chief or Ordnance . 

Owing to the pr ooent French situation a number of requests 
from the French Purchasinc Commission are beinf held in abeyance. 

Deport has been received that the Britioh are trying to take 
over an order for 2 , 000 submchine cuns at tho Smith and l'lesaon 
plont . These guns ar e on order for Sweden. Some ammunition i s 
also on or der at 1'1inchoster, and it io understood that the British 
are attel:!ptinc to get it. 

The Swiss Lega tion has made an inquiry tor sourcoo tor heavy 
cast armor plate, said to be for use in lond fortification s . They 
have been referred to an American fira which could produce auch plate 
and, if tho fira de cides that it wants to quote, action will be taken 
to determine the attitude of the State Depar tment on foreign policy 
in its relation to supply of such mater iel to Switzer land. 

The Finnish llilltary Attache visited the office and said that 
his Government would be glad to turn over tho designs of tbrae air­
craft bolllbs Tthich were used very successfully in the war with Russ ia. 
Be was asked to obtain the drawings for these bocbs so toot they can 
be evaluated by the r.ar Depertnent. 

Beference has beon made in other reports to the shipment of 
arlllO purchased by Finl.und to Petsllll!o. It has boon learned that one 
ship arrived safely and tl:nt the other two tnve been cl.oarod by the 
British at Iceland and are expected to arrive in the near future in 
PetUJ:IO . It will !)., recalled that the&e ships ware car~ ,;ur­
plus an:I8JII8nt sold to ~he Finnish Government by the United States. 

SOVTR AFRICA 
The South African Legation reports machine tool orders valued 

at tss,ooo; an order for sodiuc bicbro~~>&te valued a t $8, 900; a.nd an 
order for tungsten steel bare valued at $14, 000. 

UjASI'! OF !.!ACHINmY 

The Acting Secretary of War has taken the necessary action to 
authori~e the Chief of Ordnance to lease to American C3llufaoturer s 



lhJIH lu'Cii liFil 
war reeerve cnchinery purchased years ago and put in ret.erve for an emergency. 

y & llnvy Munitions Board: 
..-?'//'--... I 

CHAS. HIIIES I 
Colonel, United Statos Army, 

ChairtMn. 

t'ftnlrlln !l. lloo•&• elt LlbriU'f 

DL ;~lflfD 
"''fl '''I I I :J l.r ••• b200 9 (S/2?/~'> 

- .. 



July 17, 1940 

Dear Pa: 

Enclosed for the informa­
tion of the Presiclent is Report llo . 
46 on tho subject •Foreign I nquiri es 
f or Product ion of Munitions." 

General E. II . Watson 
Secretary to the Prosiclent 
The White House 

Enclosure 

't/' 
\

v , 
\,ll.. 
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Report !Ia. 46 

lJEIJORAIIOOl4 TO I 

SUBJECT: 

eBNFIBENliAl 
WAR DEPAR'TMENT 

OFFICE 011' THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Jul y 16, 1940. ,hanl:l!n D. 1\ooeenlt Li'brl.l'J 

Ot:CLf~~1 FIED 

The Sooretary of War 
f.t '! i- :r.. 0200.9 (9/2?/61 ) 

The Secretary of the llavy 
The Aaeiatant Soorstary of l•ar O>tte- J-J.f -}I , The Aul.atent Secretary of the Navy ~ The Deputy Chief of Staff s i a ture- · • · 1'he Chiof of !laval Operations .o;n .,.,o. · 
Forei&n lnquiriea for Production of Munitions 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from til11o to til:le a brief report on forei&n inquiriee for military equiplnent , the fol loT.in• notes are :ade: 

BRITISH PUHCJiASING COl!ll[ SSIOII 

As noted in previous reports , the French had placed in this country several large contracts for 75 l:ll'l =1 tion of their deai&n• Tho Br itish will take over these contracts. The Commisftian asked the War Depnrtment whether it would be possible to get enough in­fonr.ation on our latest model 75 me shell to cletemine whether the order• should be changed over to the .A::terican model . Aa the advan­tnges to the United States are patent, the Secretary of liar has 
approved the supply of sufficient ini'ormation at this tilno to nllow the Cor.rission to determine whether it wishes to use the Al!:eriot.n 1:10del. Confe rences w1 th one of the manufactu rers having a French order indicate that the American model will be much easier t o manu­facture . 

Inforoation ia still bein~ furnished conceming technical details of the materiel told to the U. s. steel Export Corporation fo r tho account of tho British Government . 

The Cor.:mission h studying the !".anufaoture of the Arorican type 76 ~ guns rather than the British 26-pounders . Aa referred to in other reports, their progran1 may r un as high ae 3 , 000 guna . l\hen this matte r is decided, arrangements will be ~ado to ooordinnte thi s large prorram with our o-..n a rmat:lent progr am through t he llational Oafenae Co~aaion. 

The F rench Purchasing Col!l\rl.uion furnished the equipment for a soall proving ground at the pl ant of the Burges s Conpany, Beaver Falla, PennaylY&Dia, for tho purpose of testing 20 and 26 nM shells pr oduced in this country. Now that the French are liquidatinr thoir 

- l --t'IUU:nv·•• ... • • , ---



-'ONf!DENJIAl 
affairs , tho provinr r round oqui plllent h being moved a,...y from 
Beaver Fnlls. the ~ri tiah are attmptillt to have thia equip:ent aold to an A,-,oriol\ll J:&nufaoturer and haYe sought the aaaiatanoe of our eovernment in aooomnl ishing this end. 

COSTA IUCA 

The State !)epar~ont t.dviaea that the lliniater frol!l Costa Rio a has s tated that his fOverrunont would like to purohasG some 
Enfiel d rifles. Thie re'luest has not yst of.'ioially reaohed the \•nr Department . 

CltiLE 

In n pr evious r eport , roforonoe was made t o tho request of tho Govummont of Chilo to purchase 90 AA gune and 37 m:n AA guna under the provisions of the l'it tt-.an Act . This negotiation has reached the stage Whor e a tentative basis has been set up for further discus sions with t ho Chileans. 

LL SALVADOR 

The transaction involving the sale of 10, 000 Enfield rifles to the Govemnont of 1:)1 Salvador has been oompl eted. 

III CAl<AGUA 

Tho movement of 5, 000 Enfield rifles and 50 Lewis euna sold to Nicaragua he.s been nocompliahed and these c una will be shipped in the near .futur o .f rom !few Yo rlc. 

S!TITZE!U..t,J,D 

The Government o.f Swit•er l and i s oakin~ i nqui ry fo r heavy annor plate suitabl e fo r land fortiflcationc . T'11o American canu­
facturera of cast ateol armor plato have visited tho Legation and one of thl!!ll will probably ma.lce a bid When he &eta further inforr.ation on 
ballistic requi r emente . This Manufacturer haa agreed to make his bid oontine ent on an nppr ovod export l ioonao. 

PiliLAI.D 

A fo rmer diplomatic officer of the Finnish GovernMent visi t ed tho War Department to eee what can be done to•~nrd havinr our govcm­ment test t he Suoz:U SIT"!i- automatic r ifle Whi ch was used very auooen­ful ly in the F1nno- Ruaaian war . He de1ires to otter this rif le to 
the United States if it ~rna out that we have an inte r eat in it. 

SOCOtn- VACUUV OIL COL:I'ANY 

The Socony- 'lacuwo Oil Col:lp&lly has .furniahed its third quarter 
.for ecast f or petr oleum exports frol'l the United states. Japan lYill ret 

Drr~(Jkltn D. RoooeYel t Libr&r7 ..: ' ~ ~l'jrtrn. ···'~ ' t: . 

l 
I 
I 



68tlfl BEN flAb, 

large ahipnonta of crude, Dioael entine, fUel and lubricating oil1 . 
Out of 1 , 218 ,000 barrels eq>eotod to be shipped, Japan will take 
840,000 berrola. 

For the Clearance Committee, ~y & Navy Lunitiona Board r 

CRAS. 31 •• }:..:), 
Colonel, United S~atea Anny, 

Chainnan • 

. t •• ,,.g (9/27/68) 

t~· l--s-f-711 

Sl~-:\atw-e- ~ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFl"ICE: OF THE: ASSISTANT SE:CRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 

July 29, 1940 

Memorandum to General Watson , Secr etary to the 
President , The White House 

Enclosed for tbe information of the 

President ia Report No . 47 on the subject of 

"foreign Inquiri es for Production or Uunitions . " 

Enclosure 

~ J. H. Burns 
Colonel, Ordnance Departaent 

Executive 



BBt!FIBENTIAL 
ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

M UNITIONS BUILDING 

WASH INGTON, 0 , C. 

Reoort No . 47 July 22 , 1940 - lranlrlln 0. IIOOI &V&lt Llbt'l' 

IIDAORAIIDIJ!.J TO : Tho Secr etary of itur DEGLAS.431FIED 
The Soor at•ll'Y of the Navy 
Tho Asailltant Secretory of r:ar 000 !.it\. 62oo .s (9/2?t5a: 
Tho Assistant Secretory of the Havy 
The De >Ut7 Chief or Staff Dat e-
Tho Chief of Naval Opera. tiona 

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries Cor Froduction of ~~y•- J'f'J). ' 

1. In accordance rlth instructions to sublait fro"' tl.Jie to 
tilDe a brief report on foreign innuir ios for al.li tory equi ,.,ent , 
the follo:ri.llg notes are Mdo: 

BRITISH 1'1/RC!!flS:OO C<russiON 

Excellent statistic& are being fUrnished b,- the British 
Furcbosing Co~Dsion concon1ing the orders or t~~ Br itivh Empira 
in this country . Former Fr ench order s are not included . Cullllllati ve 
totals, through tho woek flhich ended July 6, 1940, by commodity 
cillssifications, are shown wlow1 

1. Airframes 
2 . Airplane ~inea 
3 . Airplane Acceasorien 
4 . TO'l'AL AIRCIIAPT PRODUCTS 
5 . !lachine Toola 
6 . Cho:d.cal l':arfare lolater ials 
7 . Explosives t. Fropoll&nts 
8 . Amluni tion 
9 . Ordnance Bquiplll'llt 

10. Tanks & Tank BquipCien t 
11 . A!otor Vehicles 
12. Iron & Steol 
1l5. lion-Ferrous ldetals 
14. Textiles & Clothing Incl. Shoes 
15. Foodstuffs & Tobocoo 
16. Petroleum Produote 
17. Animls 
18 . Ships 
19 . Coc::::unicntions Et.uipcent 
20 . Timber 
21 . All Other 
22 . TO'l'AL NOll-AIRCRAFT PRODUCTS 
2lS. GlWfD TO'I'AL - COIIDO<Iities 
24. Capital Aaaiet.UICO 
25. GRAJID TOTAL 

- LO!HlUt~ I IAL 

$372 , 565, 554. 25 
125, 715,5!59 .07 
15, 703, 9&4. 55 

51S, 9SS,OS7 .85 
110, 996, 781. 59 

10,::.00.00 
24, 586 , ;172.96 
47, 723, 21!5 .60 
44, 808 ,627 . 48 

7,699 , 494 .00 
2, 615,2:5:5 .59 

45, 616 , 254 . 60 
23, 108,955. 62 
1 , 137, 212 .00 

19, 5?.2, 800.00 
24 , 169, 000.00 

27 , 9SS, S40. 54 
3,07S, 47~ . 7G 

15,854, 319 . 50 
591 , 510. 60 

399, W0,068 .54 
91:5, 285, 128 . :59 
50,012 ,097.66 

94:5, 297 , 214 .05 . 
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The details pe~ining to tho above categories will be fur­

nished to all Supply Ar1,11 nnd Services of the Army coni'identi6.lly, 

in order that they my take c~nir,ance of the tact that certain un­
filled British orders are in plants alloC3ted t o Anv ~ervices . This 

inforootion l'lill allow tho Chiefs of Supply Arrlt on· Services to mke 

other arrangements in co.ee the allocs ted CO.Pf.\Ci ty i e not suff icient 

to carry their anticipated load and t hat of the British l~pire . 

Several conferenceF have been held oith rerre~entll tives of 

the British Purchasing Comisrlon concornitlp orders for artillery 

and tanks in this country. The Br iti sh representatives hava urged 

the de&i .r ability of common design~ in the ,\meri can and British orders. 

They suggested the 25-pounder gun in place of our 105 m:n . hoTiitzer 

pr()frram, but were inforced that the 105 = · howit2er r rq;:nm hns 11one 

eo fer tlxlt no cb:u!ge h possible nor is it believed the r ar I:ept.\l"t­

ment would accept their design . They still mve an interest in our 

latest 75 mm. run and sufficient information h.u been flUPJ:·liod on 

both the 75 I:Wl . ~md 105 mm. howi t zor f"uns 110 tbut decioionn can be 

rrado as to the model which 'l'lill be produced . As to tanks , they con­

cede tbnt our J:K~diun tank, ae nodified for heavier IU'QOr and with a 

75 u . gun , is superior in fire power an:l general. adaptability to 
their latest A-15. Visits to Aberdeen were arranged so that their 

expsx·ta can obtain first lnnd knowlocJrc of our der.ign s . 

!.:a chine tools have also been discussed o:rl th the Co:.v.d.ssion, 

particularly fr01:1 the standpoint of intar fercnco with our o-m ne.tiOMl 

defense progran. The National Defense Commis~ion s ent representativce 

t o the basic conference hold in the TrCll\sury Department , 1\nrl the 

viewpoint of our Government was carefully explained by !Jr. Neleon 

and Ur . Vance. As the Br itish machine tool orders have totalled 

tm,ooo,ooo, their effect on our own program is obvious. It has 

been agreed tmt l.!r . Purvis will designate a repreeentativ~; who 

will be in cloee contact with the National De£'ense Co!lllldstion and 

handle the Br itish phase of the co-ordination ,.,hich must be effected 

if both the British and ~rican programs are to be accomplichcd 

without co!4'uoion :md interference. 

Several inquiries hnve been received from member~ of Congress 

asking for information on sales of ourplus Army equipment to foreign 

govornrn!'nts . These have been anst:e~;ed by a sU.toment that rucb in­

fonlllltion as ir to be publiebed will appear in the seJid-annua.l r eport 

of the llationsl lolunitiona Control Board, which •1111 be printed in the 

noar future . 

The Chilean Government bas aaked whether four model 1918 

anti-o.i rcraft guno, together with aoce accessory equip1:1ent , and 

some oeacoast guno, 10" or lArger , enn be declared surplur and sold 

to thnt Government . The anti-aircraft guns are ooid to be desired 

._,1\n I; l touv .. lt Libr U'J 

~FIEJl . . 
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for trai.nin( , and tho 10• guns for coart <!ofento illstallationa. 
This re uect baa been re!'erred to G-4 nnd a atudy is beinr •de to 
determine whether much materiel can be declared curplus. 

As steted in the last report , a tenta.tive basis for nll(!o­
tiationl'l for modern anti-aircraft equipment for Chile, under the 
provisions of the Pittman Act , has been sent t o them but, to d4te, 

no nnmror bas been received whether they desire to proceed "ith 
~ho noeotiations. 

VENSZ!/RIJl 

The Governn:ent of Venezuela io inouirinl! for sources for 
military equipment needed for tho Anlr· 

One of tho consulting eJ'll!ineers for the Bethlehem Steel 
Company visited the office to ony t hat the Bra~ilinnD have ap­
pronched that fi= concerning Cllf:ineering wor k on 12 11 11:un carria{:es. 
The Be thlehem Steel Company bas been out of the ordnance buainoss 
for a nw:ber of years and does not have the e~ineering for ce for 
strictly ordnance r.ork trot it once hed in its emplo;r. I t waa 6\lg­

gested to the visitor t bat , if he des ired t o form an enginoc.rina 
steff , tho 1'/ar Departulont would be very pleased to see him aubmit 
a bid on the eDGinceri.ng work for tha 12" carl'iages, and it ' 'as 
further suggested that he consi der similar wor k for 7" guns sold 
to Brazil. In tbie connection, a bid Ius slready boon rubmitt ed 
by the U:lpire Ot'dne.nce Corporation for the 12" carriage enrineering 
work, but 1 t is not kno~m what action the Brs~ilinn Governcent 
bas token on a cceptenco of this bid. 

For the Clearance Committee, Army & llavy l.funit ions Board: 

CHARLES HINES, 
Col onel , United Ste tes Arey 1 

Chairnan • "'rl.'1.t 11-. n, ~uvwnv-l t Librar7 
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WAR DEPARTMENT \ J.Jv 

OFI'ICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY <: 

WASHINOTON,D.C, ~--
August 1 , 1940 ·\. -

MEIIORANDUJ.I TO GENERA!. WATSON: 

Enclosed for the i nformation of the President is 
~rt No . 48, subj ect, "For ei gn I nqu1riee for Producti on 
of Munit i ons . " 

Rober t P. Pat t erson 
The Assi stant Secretary of War 

1 encl. 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNIT IONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

W ASH I N GTON. 0 , C::. 

The Soc1·eto.ry of Vfar 
Tho Sccretery of the Navy 
Tho Ansistant Secretary of r.ar 

July ?,!) 1 1940 

Pranklin D. ~eoteTelt L1brar 

DECLASBIFIED 
The Assistant Sacratar; of tho Navy 
Tho Deruty Chief of ~tart 

D~u u •• , . s2oo.9 <9/27;sa> 

The Chief of !Ia Vlll Or.era tiona 

SUB.n.CT: For oi£n Inqui.ri e s for Production 

Date- 7-1.1 -?- 'jlt~ 
of Munitions 

Si!O'Ature-

1. In accordance with inr tructions to &ubrdt f r om time to 
ti-e a br ief report on foreifn in~uirics for milithry ooui~cnt, 
tl>e follorlng note£ are mde : 

I t is under ntood toot rot uoet has been lll1<de for S<-le from 
surplus s t ock& of navul runs belo., 4. 711 in calil'cr . This request 
ia r ocoi vin<: attention in tho llavy Deoortoent nnd it is expected 
tlllt definite action on availability of :;• and 4" naval runs .-.ill 
be t;:.;.en in tho near future . 

The Type B series of t urbine ou!)erchsrger s has been releaeod 
for for eign sale . This make& ava i l4ble t he ty. e needed for BIJI"ines 
olreacly on or der for British a ccount. 

Satisfactory progr es" has been made in tr.llkinP available to 
17ar De artren t Pr ocurine SfGilCies s tatistical infon:~ation on British 
orders in this coun try. This inforiTil tion i s bcinf posted to the aLe­
cation cards for firm~ GUrVeyed by or an:! !l~:vy De o~Jrt=c£nt oer~onncl. 

The co-ordination of pr oBI>Octive und oxist.ing llriti~h orders 
?tith or ders for t he United Stater- to be placed under the national 
defenee pr ogr am in receivi~ car c!'ul attention by tbo N:1tional Detenec 
Cowiesion . It ~eemc probable that a ropre£entativu vf the Britiah 
Purc l'f>cing Co=i:.tion will he appointed eoon to keep in touch With 
the National Defence Coi:ICistion on Br iti£h activities. 

A prjorit~ on ~pply of Stinson oirplanen hnF been recues t ed. 
If e rant ed t his would Qean that t he fi r st 100 Sti .naono would be de­
liver ed t o the Brithh. Decision has not yet been obtained in t his 
rot tor . 

A condderable quantity of 155 mm. bo1Tit zer po"dor '"'-8 obt:.dned 
fr011c our Govcnu::cnt by the Br itish nn~ they raired the nue~tion whotter 

, ... ~. .. ~ .. ··· - ·- · 
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this powder can be uced in the 75 lUll. gun. It ns at first tho~ht 

tint it would be illlpos&ible to uee tho .,o,roor in the 75 t:::l . r;un but 

11 r ecent tost 11t Aberdeen indicates tint :tt. can , in fact , be used 

with 11 projectile woil>h1~ 15. 96 pounds (shrapnel) . This infor ootl on 

Ins been t ransodtted to tho British. 

Large smll aras IV" uni tion orders have been plAced with 

Reminrtvn and liincheater . 

Conference s have been held "i th tho General Electric Co"'P(lny 

concerllillf' deliveries of' aearcbl1ehta . 'l'he Br it.ieh bve taken over 

the French &em-chl.ij;ht order s in thi~ country and the com•-.ny 1a behind 

on its doliverieo for both Britirb 11nd United States account . It was 

suggested to tho COtJPIUlY r epresentatives that tbey present a r ecom­

cended solution for the consideration of the Secretary of rar , nnd 
cucb a oolution bas been received, propoEing to divide the avnilable 

deliveries in o.n equitable Cl8.1Uler between tho Br iti£h and United States 

or ders . 

CAJiADA 

Arrangements are noarly completed to ~ell , throuch exc~o, 

80, 000 Enfield rifles end a ouantity of caliber . 30 enmuniti on, to 

xeot in-odiate Canedinn needs. 

FTh'LtJID 

Tho Finns have cancelled an order for 300,000 caliber . 50 bell 

cartriclflea and a like ntmber of t racer car triclflec ?lith ltel.li.ngton, and 

lnve turned over there ~uantities to the Br itieh. 

tiORIIAX 

The tlo~ian r epror:entativos in this country have requested 

priority on delivery of six Fairchild trailline airplrules (PT- 19) . 

Inquiry reveals tint t beao plnnes are noeded for the training of 

llor l':eginn flyer a i n Canada . 

It rlll be recalled trot tho Non;egianc still rove on order 

in this country Curtiss and DouglAs airplanes and it is ase=ed tlv!.t 

t hey intend to form squadr ons in Canada to rr.ako ue.e of these planeo. 

liRI.O!JAY 

The Government of Uruguay eoucht advice concerning the coats 

wnd deliver ies of aircraft needed for nn expanoion of it& defense 

forces . InformBtion i s being colleotod to comply with this requo&t . 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF' WAR t· I 
WASHINGTON l•"' / ., ...,_ r,- ) 

August 7, 1940. V 
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NDWJWIDUM !"'R GENERAL E. !1 . WATSON, Secretary to the President, The White !louse. 

Enclosed for the into~tion of the 
President is Report No. 49 on the subject of -foreign inquiries tor production of munitions. 

~PP~--· __ Robert P. Patterson, The Aeaistent Secreta17 of 1'l'ar . 
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Repor t No . 49 

IID40RANLlU!.I TO: 

SUBJECT: 

.. ~i:t ld ibth I lin 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS 801\RD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

August 5 , 1940 

h !ll'lil ln D. llooa&Yelt Libl'IU'J 

DfCI.!r '-:m 
DGO ~ . 52oo.s ca/27t6a) 

The Secretary of flar 
The Secr etary of the Jlavy 
The Assistant Zecretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy Date- 7- ;Lf -'Jt> 
The Deputy Chief of Starr 
The Chief of Naval Operations Sit;nature- )vA.. ·~· ~ 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of 1luni tions ' '"-"';J ~ 

l , In accordance vdth instructions to submit f r om time to 
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment , 
the following notes e r e trade : 

BRITISH PURCHASI!'C CQ1U.USSI0tl 

The Kellett Autogiro Company reported that an inouiry is on 
hand f r om the Br itish for autogiros. The company sw;gested that the 
Arrey turn in the six on hand to enable the company to make immediate 
deliver ies, with later replacement f r om a British order to be placed. 
This r equest was not appr oved by the Chief of the A~· Corps . 

A priority was aloe sow;ht on the f irst 100 StinRon 0-49 
airplanes s cheduled for deli very on an Air Corps order. As the so 
airplanes are urgently needed for t he equipment of observation squad­
rons in the current expansion pr ogram, it wa:; necessary to dioapprove 
the roouost for pr iority. 

Information has been r eceived f r om the liinchester cornpe.ny 
that the British are interested in t he pr ocurement of about 400,000 
of the new Winchester semi-automatic r ifle, if tests prove the model 
to be satisfactor y . This or der could be completed by the end of 1941 
o.nd the company would ask for the lease of certain machiner y at 
Spr ingfield Armory to carry out the contr act . 

Among t he Britich or der s is ono 1nth tho ~1artin-Parry Company 
for 400 Buouor adapters for conversion of 75 mm . British r uns to 
!Ugh speed t ransport . This order is evidently for the modernization 
of guns turned over by the United StateD Government . 

Representatives of the British Purcho.cing Commission visited 
Aber deen Provillll Ground last week t o soc the 37 mm . anti- tank yun. 
The Commisaion is very much il>terested in thin run and uay sDk for 
pcrmieAion to pr oduce it in this country. 

0013t lOLl$ I iJ\( 
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In recent reports , r eference m1 ,. trado to tho in tor est of t he 
British in our lateot 105 = · horl tzar . This ~s been followed up 
by other activities of t he Commission tendinp to convince the Br itish 
1'/ar Office that pr oduction of artillery in thie country should be 
of this model. 

Conoideration i s being r iven by the !lavy Depart1.1ent to a 
renuest from Canada for surplu~ 3-pounder and 6- pounder naval r uns . 

Arrangements were completed and several transactions handled 
for the coordination of British negotiat ions with those of the United 
Statoc. The Hational Defense Commios ion specified the nature of the 
reports to be furnished by the Bl'iti:oh a nd is now clearin[' their re­
~uests for negotiationn ~ith specific companies. A pr ocedure has been 
.or ked out whereby these r~uests f r om the British Purchasing Co~­

l:licsion CAn be handled in an exoedi tious manner and replies obtained 
'flithin five days of date of receipt . 

The Chilean Government 
wire of tho Army 1'1-110 des~n . 

Cor poration . 

has order ed 350 kilor.~etex·o of field 
This or der is with General Cable 

Negotiations ~re in pr ogress rlth the Timken- Detroit Axle 
Company to obtain four sets of adapters for 155 me. ho~~t~ors . The 
liar Depar'Went lll.s given permission to uee the Arlny desiRn, and 
Government machinery on hand at the pUut will be leased for the ehort 
time needed to produce these adapters . 

I t seems probable that Chile will also be inouirir~g soon for 
tmmty- four 75 lllll! . pack ho•.rltzers . 

NORHAY 

In a pr evious report reference \\as made to a request by the 
llorv;ll{l:ian Government for priority in supply of six Fairchild training 
airplanes. I t vl!ls necessary to inform the Nor wegians that thi~ 
pr iority cannot be conoidered until the cotJpany ~s caught up in its 
deliveries for the Unit ed States Government . 

UROOIJAY 

Information has been pr epared and forwarded to the War Plans 
Division for t ransmission to the Government of Uruguay of the costs 
and probable delivery datos of airplanes in tthich that Goverrutent has 
an inter est. This information included cuotations fror.t t he interested 
aircraft coopaniee, which v.ere kindly arranped for by the Aeronauti::al 
Chamber of Commerce . 

Rooaevelt Libr&rf 
~ 7- a.f-7• It - 2 -



1l!QIU4.1.P nn·1. onnr. :-
The At:crican Iron nd Steel In titute !JOtr. rurr.bted a tabula­

tion or orderR ror iron nn~ steel nroducti~ for r~re~ rhl ent en 
thl' booko or 108 coc......,ico &r :>f July 1, 1940. Thi" tabulation 
indicntes that orders for delivery throurb December 51, 1940 total 
!18 ,000 tone for cxnort nntl 1 1 555, 000 tont for dor.entic account . 

For the c1eannce c/r~ r;avy ~'unitionn JJa<rd : 

e:~~}/---:.1 ~ . <- • 
CllARIJ:S !W.FS, 

Colorel, U. s . Amy, 
Chain-an. 

Dat•- )-z,..y.70 
Si&natll • ,.,,&J_ 

- 5 -
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
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!m.!ORIINDUM FOR GOORAL E. 14 . WATSON, 
Secretary to the President, 

The Whit e House. 

Enclosed for the information of the 

President i '!_ Report lio. 50 on the subject of 

Foreign Inquiries f or Production of Uunitions • 

. LP. f4.....__:. -
Robert P. Patterson, 

The Assistant Secretary of War. 

' 



BBNF\BENTIAl 
ARM Y AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 
WMHINOTON. D. C. 

Rl'n<>rt l!g . J.Q Aur,uct 1:!, 1940 

mE:WIDI)} ro: The , ocrot.nn• o~ ar 
Tho Dcorotar• of th" !lavy 
T~e Aeei et:Pr.t • ecretl'rJ of .. nr 
The 1• i~t~nt ecre~rr of the I vy 
Tho Doruty Chtcf of ~taff 
Tho Cl>ief of !laval Onrratiot.s 

f:Uil.FCT: Forei n In uirl o:; for Production of ;:Ulli tionto 

1 . In accordance oith in•trJction, to cubmit fro~ tim~ to time e br ief T·eport on foreign inr;uiriot for ttilitary c<uip­::.ent, tho folio· itlP notee "re redo: 

!n com:ection rith th" interent o. tr.e &r• t.i F • ..,,"'c· "''­<np Corn:ir•ion in the r·rocure! E·nt of 10!' nm. howit•err of Aln!'rl C"~ foeirn in thir country, a conforenco wac helr' lrl th renre~cntati vee of the Co !~~ion conccr!'.in t.h .. fu7eE ufe~ 1n thu .~;"W:'!.ion "or thiL I'UD . It r.au decided tbr t if tho 1 5 =· howitzer ir a.ctWJ1ly put into production tho T- 18 fuze :m1 the I -::.0 boor.ter o•houl. be ueecl . Thir col"hir-•tion ~er:r• to fit tho nends of the- Tlr'ti ~ to the best ad van tt.p e . 

Reference liS• been tlflde in rreviou~ reportr to re ucetr for cleara.'\ccr to ncvotJato order~ for mli t.s.cy 11<1ui:>::~eJ' t . >hnre clc~<rar.coe ere h. ndled hy thr h•tionnl Dcfcn e Cot.udcdon, ci'tor coo: cntr f r on tho T'ar and tlr\y Departr entc , UIC c.r e inton·'cd to t:'.nillize the ean<'er of con!'lict rith ordero Ul4'er our on -:rc­!'DN>dne~r rorral' . About forty of tho~e re ueet~ !>.ave been cleared or nrc in >r ocoec of cloarw•ce . In •one~ l , the ar De artl.'ent has ~ l!cn thn .a.ttitude " ~ ~ny ccmtr:.ctl' ('' !nr ut of these cl8D.r811ces rhould be riPDod beforo ~cptl mb~or lF, thut ~uhocntractr for componcn~ chould bo cleared in the srm• =~r, cr.d t.mt co;icr of the contrnctr chou d bo furni ~"'~ f· r tr.e file~: . 

Rc<uest for uro of 57 ;:m . unti-tl•nk pun <'eei{:n h"ll been rnde , bv '•l<itlP for ~ermiP•ion to nepotiate for he mM•ufacture of C:OO -un na l ,UOO ,OIXl round• of aiiiCUnit.ion . 
1rantlln 0. Roooevol t LlbrarJ 

DECLA'"'IFIED 
DOD Ci.i. 62oo.o ce/27;o•> 6Si:JJ&£NHAL ., ,_ ,. 



SQ ~FIDENTIAl 

Action ie in "rocor;s to mko availa't>lf' the cio:;j,r.n !'or tho 
codiuz tank, aa 1:10cilfied for I OD.vitt t.rllll'et'lt o.n• al'l'lOr . Sevt>rnl 
conferoncce ~th the Briti h ~hout the detail o'" thi tenlc .n<l 
thl' chunrer r·hich chould bo t ee to render it be tter adapted J.Or 
modern wurfaro have taken place. Tho Britil h ar o br i111:in." to thi 
country ccvoral of their om! mod ol e, nnd contact •1 th them h.• r 
been eatabll h-.d to have thea mO<Iele Eent to Aberdeen Pr ovinp: 
Cr oond for examination and to.t . 

An in terest ha~ been rhom in obtainil' in"o~tion on 
tho ingrodicntr for trncor am-:unltion and the r.et.hod of c:u'u­
facturo . As th<'re infrr eclicnto aro tecr ot , i t r:nr found ncce~r ry 
to dir.appl·ove tho reouest. Thoro ie no objection , ho1 ever, to 
nuppl y of finir.hod ntnr.IWlition of thiG type , but c'irclorur<' of 
tho ingrodicntt lllld Lethode •f r-.snufact.uro .. ou.ld p£1'1"\it Ol r.:o.nu­
facture abroad en· thi! is, at rc~ent , contn.r; to the po~icy 
of tho Ccverrmer.t . 

Sroecifications aM cunufe.ctur~ inl'or::-.:tt:!.on on all tnor 
Of roliber • 00 QC'"unition OOVO been r eroueeted for the tnU'<'Ol'O Of 
stllrtitlP a FMall arnr amt~uni tion factory in Cuno<ln . 'fhir ro t•urt 
bar aloo bocn doni Ad under tho nolicy of ,,i;,couru•irw trAnufo ct.uro 
abrcad of our models . 

~a Briti.b took ovor f r ench 75 = · holl order :: , tot:. lli.g 
about 2 , (X)(), OOO r ounds . Co=J.t,-cnt• -=ere :-.:1C.c by the ~rene'> "or 
t he rat erialr an<1, oltho\¥"b effor t 'wls be£n uule tc lvl ve tre,;o 
or cler s cill'llPOcl over to t h" Al:!O!"i c· n "'odel, it socmo imor obnble 
tll<lt t his ca.n 1:-o done becaur o tho or dor ti havo I'On<> too f ar to bo 
chan(: ad . Thi~ T.1.ll mean t hu t ~'roncb Mk. I O.ltl .uni tion r.i 11 bo 
pr oduced on tho orders . For coct purposer thir wrunition ia 
per fectly suitablf' , rerticular ly in lo-.r velocity run. • It ~ r not 
co de::irsb~<' ar stre<u:!- linod 1u::::unition fer birh \'elocity rune . 

The in~uirioo bei~ r eceived at the proccnt ti~ ior 
Brithh or der a e.ro ~redooinantly !'or cr dnru.ce . The omphasit hn~ 
chift od f r otl ~ir1>lanev t o or dnllnce for tho t i t.o boil'.p , 

Tho 'ar te artt.ent hor decided to declv-o turp ur t'o•~r 
onti -aircraft cO<\el l9lB and thir teen 10" r un• for lXI& ib~o C4l.e 
to Chile under tho Pittcan Act . To &.to tho C~ I lean bave not 
indi cat ed hethor they oooire to tuke advantugo f the privile o 
of beyi.11f the&e guno. 

Perr.dArion has been rO'lUOGted t o ut"e our desipn for an 
order of t ::cnt )·- four 75 mm. pee~ bo-.i.t:cers . 



b conference ran held rith the Dutch rcrrcrentLtivoo 
concc~ the aircr~tt noodo of the Nothorland~ EaGt Indirr. . 
bll of thoir ordcrc Tero roVioT<cd end their futuro dor•ndr 
obtained . Tho National Dofonse Cor.ttd.erion 11111, in th· nc:~r 
future, dotorl:l.l.no what C'n be dono to aseist ill th~ uircr fL 
procuro~ur.t rroblom of th~ Netherlands Eaot Indioo. 

For tho Cleart l•Ce Co~ittee , Arrri/f 1:.: tr.,vy I:Wlitiona DoJrd: 

CIWI.t E:. FINH: , 
Colonel , u . &. ~. 

Choirno.n . 

~ll~ 0. Rooo~vel t Lib~&~J 
• '~'"! ~ n 

... u 
!Y'9 .. 

7· l.~ A'" 
Sl""'M,rg. _g....,4 . 
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Auguat 21 , 19 40 

t.ID!MANWII J'OR Gli>OO\AL E. ll. WATSON , 
Secretary to t he Pr oaldent , 

The Jltite HOWI8 
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Robert P. Patterooll , 
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Report No . 51. 

ME.1!0RANOUU T01 

SUJ!JJ::CT1 

SQPIFIBEN~IAL 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

M UNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0 , C . 

August 20, 1940. 

'l'he Secr etary of \7ar 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The h&sistant Secretary of ~ar 
The .~se ietant Secr et ary of the 
Thtl Deputy Chief of :;tai'f 
The Chief of Naval Operations 

Franklin D. Roooevelt Libru)' 

DEli!.J ""' .. lED 
DOO · ~200 . 9 {9/ 2?/bB) 

Date- 7, ,_f-70 

Sicnature- 'j#~ 

Navy 

For ei gn Inquiries for Pr oduction of l.luniti ons . 

1. In accordance v~th instructions to submit f rom t i me to 
t ime a brief r eport on for eign inquiries for ndlitary equipment, 
the foll owing notes ar e made: 

BRITISH P\ffiC:-iASil'G CO!.!LIISSI Ol! 

Further confer ences have been hel d and visits made to Aberdeen 
Pr oving Ground in connection l'tith the Bri t ish medium tank pr ogram, 
From present indications this initial program will involve 2,000 tanks , 
The V:'ar Department will obtain soon a list of the firms with which 
the British desir e to negotiate and furnish these f irms with enough 
i nfo rmat i on on which to base bids. 

A British A-15 tank i s enroute to thio count ry f rom Canada . 
This tank WI\B brought t o Canada by Genera l Pratt a nd will be sent to 
~berdeen Provi ng Gr ound for examination and teste by the Or dnance 
Department. A crew of 1 office~ and 8 mon is accompanyi ng t he t ank 
and wi l l exploi n and demons trate it at the Proving Ground. 

The British bave a 2,000-pound armor piercing bomb which is 
of some inter est to the mi l itary services. Tho Clearance Cowmit t eo 
filed a request with the Br iti sh Purchasing Commission for informat i on 
on t his bomb, and it has been lear ned that the British "ar Office has 
upproved t his r equest and t he drawings vdll be sent to the United St ates . 

A need is developing for a proving gr ound to t est British 
rr.ateriel pr oduced in this country. Assistance has been r equested f rom 
the ':tar Depo.rtment , and it will be possible to give the Br itish in­
formation on des i rable eites ·a:nd s uch pl ana as ar e on hand i n t he War 
Dlpar tment , A conference has been arranged to discuss the pr oving gr ound 
and a sito will be r ecommended which will best serve the int er ests of 
the United ~tates , It is estimated that such a proving ground , complete 
with an 11ir f ield , ,·,ill cost approximately ~;>6 , 000 ,000 . 

eeNFIBEPHIAL 



-
COWFIDE~l'~ .. 

It has bun loarnod that tho l>r itieh havo a 2- . oundor anti- trmk 
zun •lith a carriage .1hich con taka a b- pOUI1dor 0 Ull , Ar>'a lgOli.llltS have 
boon made to obtain t ho drav:ings of this conv<.rtiblo cnr. iago so thnt 
they can be studied by t ho Ordnance Drpartmont . 

The :;o.vy Depar t ment has taken action to 111ake availabl e to 
t ho Canadiane some 3- pounder and 6- pounder naval gune for use on patr ol 
veseels . 

One of the ships which wao s cheduled to take Mili tt~.ry equip•tent 
to !:n.;land several 1nonths ago was the "Pasteur" . It \till be r ecalled 
that an att empt was ~de to scuttle this ehip in a Canadian port , but 
that t he ship was saved and the cargo unloaaed. Alrong the i t ems un­
loaded wen 95 Br it i sh Uodel 75 Jlll;, guns and apt r oxirutttely 80, 000 r ounds 
oi' rurr.runition. The ammuniti on evidently sustained some water damage 
and advice was sought by t he Britis h Purchasing Commi ssion as to what 
should be done to r~novat e this an:munition. A qual H'ied civilian con­
sult ant was r ecommended t o the Commisoi on, and i t is believed that with 
proper cetboda the aaJtunition can be r eclaimed. 

Appr oximately 60 notifications of intentions to negotiate havo 
been r eceivod f r om the Br itish Purchasing Commission, Uost of these 
have b<>on clear ed thr ough tho 1'1ar and liavy De!Jartn:ents and noti:'ieation 
gi ven to t he l.ational Defense Cornmis3i on. As only 5 days e.re allowed 
f or t hese cl ll!tranccs , it hae been a difficult task to ~O<!' u. to data and 
~urnish intclli&ent r epor ts because of the site of the contracts in­
volved. 

UNIO!! o:· SOUT.I AJ·'RICA 

A r eport has been r eceived f r om t he South African Legati on of 
ita r occnt or der s in t his c ountry. Ther e are a few machi ne tools on 
this l i s t , but tho pr i nc ipal i t ems are 3 , 000 tone of t i n plat e valued 
a t $450, 000 and 2, 500 motorcycles and access ories valued at $862,0CO. 
This lru·ge motor cycl e or der is placed with He.rley- Dnvidson Company, 
l.!ilwaukco , ·. isconsi n. 

An or der has been placed wit h the t<ational Forge & Ordnance 
Company, I rvine , Pennsylvania f'or 100 ant i - tank guns and amn.unition, 
Tho eun and U.f'Uniti on designs a r e owned by the f irm. 

Or de r s have al eo been placed with t he Triumph Expl osiv .. e , I nc ., 
li'll<ton , L!ar yland for 300, 000 hand e r onades and 556, 000 pounds of Ttrr . 
Of the hand gr enade or der , 250, 000 will be of t he Army Uk I l t ype de­
fensive g r enade , and the r emaining an offenei vo t ypo owned by t he 
rranufe.ct urer . 

The t;ether le.nds or der with Colt PAt ent Fi r e Arms Comyany tot als 
1 , 614 caliber 30 and cal iber 50 ~chine guns . Of these , e l l but 370 are 

hanklin D. llooee•el t Libral'J 

Orr: I! ~~' .. '!:0 1: 1<. - ' · .~..._ ... _ - '} -



or the ai rct'a1't typo . 

l;cxt t o the Br i tioh Purchasing Con.nission , the net herlands 
Indios Purchasing Coliilllission has the lar gest dennnd for munitious 
in this c ountr y. Every sfi ort is being n:ads t o build up tho 
munitions r eserve of the Net herl a nds Indies as soon as poosiblo and 
in R port ilo . 50 o. brief r efor onc o ... as "ado to the activities in 
connection with the supply of air planes . 

llRAZIL 

All or der i'or 16 5 - inch naval guns and moun~ s has boon pl aced 
with the :<ational l'or go &: Ordnance Company , I rvine , I ennaylvania, 
This is an or der which has been under discuss i on f or a consider able 
period of t i me and is of advantage to t he tlavy Depru·tmont in initiat­
ing a source of 5 - inch guns which will be ueoful for our own nat ional 
defense needs . 

Arra ngements are n ow being me.de to sell 2,000 12- i nch A. P, 
loaded projectile a with an option to buy 3 ,000 additional , These will 
be sol d by tho r:avy Department under t ho provisions of t he Pit•I:1Bil Act 
a nd hnvo been declared "not essential to t ho national defene&" by the 
Chief of !Java l Operat ions . The projectiles concer ned cc.n bo use d in 
tho 12- inch guns pr eviously purchased f rom t he Army, 

A confer enc e wes hel d with the Minister of Iran and his 
military advisor s concer ning the purchase of 50 Douglas BoLber and 
30 Jur tiso Fighter Airplanoa . The Uinister sot for th tho great need 
for thtso ai r planes in hi s countr y and asked that a priority be grc.nted 
ao that they can be obtained i n the near futu r e , I t oocms doubtful 
that such a priority can be g ranted because of t he nee ds of our ovm 
nati onal defense pr ogr am , 

SOCOI·Y VACUJUJ OIL CCJ!U A.I!Y 

A r eport has been r eceived f rom t he ;>ocony Vacwr.n Oil Company 
sh~:ane the shipment of pet roleum p roducts by t hat fi rm during the 
second quarter of 19 40 , The r eport indicates that the fi rm shipped 
aviation gasoline to France only dur ing that period , J apan obtained 
791,000 barrels of diesel and f uel oil out of the total of 909 ,000 
barrel , , and obtained f r om this firm no a viation gasoline during this 
poriod , 

For the Cleo ranco 

~kl n n. Roo•e• elt L1b~ar, 
Eu.. . J:. .l 

Commit tee , Ant.y 4 tlavy 
~~ 

/ CHAltLES HDIES , 
Colonel, U, d . Ar my , 

Chairman. 

; 
MUnitions Boar d a 
~r~......, 

• 

tr o 1 
b "·'" ~Z00.9 (9/27/M) 

. . 
SONFI9Ef>HIA~ 
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l"rallklln 11 . 1\eooen lt L1'n'U7 r ' "II=IED All&ul 20 , 1'140 
[t iJ L ... b200 . 9 (9/ 27/81 ) 

Da t e- ,..VA '1- ,_,_ 7' 
IIDilUJ; DUII TOo Tho IIMr etar')' ot 1far 

SUll.ll CT a 

Tho oorat ary ot t ho Kt.ory Sh;naturo-
'l'ho - ooletllllt oorotary of "'ar 
\ be Aooi otant Soerctory o t ho Woory 
no t .. puty Cloiol ot Storr 
Tho Cloit f or Uan l ap.roUone 

• rortlp l~u.lrioo ror • r o<luotioa of ~Wiitiou. 

1 , In aocorduot wi t h 1.notruct1o ... t o oubli.l.t fro~ tin:t to tiao • brit t r oporl "" ror eir.n 1nquir 1oo t or • llih;;oy 0 ,.djllKnt , t ho tollowiDi; notoo aro •doo 

liDU I SH. rtr.,CHA&I~Q CDW!II':q ON 

f urthor oontoronc .. havo booa llol d and rioi to .. do t o Aborclo•n ProriQi OrCNnd in connootion wi\h t ho Cr i tioh M diua t t.U Ja'OV .. • ' r• pr ttont indieationa t loio initial prOjlrAII will imoln 21 000 tanlto, Tho Par Doparlotont rill obtain ooou a liot or t ho u ,... wi\b whiob tM l r1t1tb dt01rO t o no&ot i ato &ad f\lrnitb tt..oo ti,... wit h oa...p 1Juorat1on on which \o but bido , 

A £r 1titb A- 15 t t.U 1o onrouh t o tbio OOWit r y t roa Canado, Tbit t t.U no br oU&bt lo Caa&do by Go~~<.ral J'rdt ud will h oont t o .lberdt t ft PrO'fl n.; GrOIWd for au.aloatloa and t ub by t llo DrclJIIuac o ~ •• rt ... nt , A orow of 1 ot 1oor ancl 3 11011 1o ao•-•11"1 t bo h nlt ao<l will oxplain and cl-trat. 1l at tl>o Prov1111 OroiUicl. 

The llriUoll louo a 21(1(,0-po....a ..,... .. p1eroiq looab wblob 1o o! • - i ntor .. t t o t ho aillt ary oon iooo , Tho Cl oan.ooo COOIIitt eo Cilocl a roq11ut witb tho Dr i\ilb I urohooin& Coa>iooi oo t or into,...tion oa t loi o ......,11, !\ad it ltd bun l N fllo<l \bat tho • ritlob l'ar ctt i oo lou ap. rovo<l lbio r.q110ot aod tho drow1Jlllo will Lo .. ,., to ~ho Ullito<l t..too. 

A need 1o d••• lnpi nz t or a prov1-c &ro~ t o t o• t Britleb Mh.ri l l pro<l1101d 1a t hh oouat ry, Aoai etanoo !lao t.eu req~~tohcl t r 011 U.. War o.~. 11M 1t will bo p011111h h &in t loo BrlU tb in­r- uoa oa deoin.llle eU .. .a• 11Mlt plaAo ao ar o oa llaa4 1ft tho Wu Dop \4-tM n1. , A coutuo11oo bu bo.ll 11.1'1'&1\io<l to d1oo1101 t ho provinc &r OWid u cl a oH• wUl bo .....,_,clod which will boot •~rn t'11 1ntc r•at e ot t J:e U&1ted . t&h l o 1\ ia eetiato<l t bat OIICb a proYiJI& &rOIWd , O'*J)leto n t h u olr tiold, rill ooot oppro&i• hly •~ .ooo ,ooo. 

89NFIBENTIAL 
- 1 -
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UGil 

COI~tiUEIHIP;l , 
It haa been l .. rned that t~c l r i tiab baYe a 2-p~ar anti•tant 11111 with • oarria&e Whioh OIUI t ate a 6-poW\der -.w•. rran,:NWnb II&Ye beon •do t o obtllin the drawinca or thla oonYertiblo oarrl.qe eo that t hey c sa be at \Idled by t ... OT<Illllnoa Depart..,t. 

'lbe J.a.y Depart•nt llaa taltan aoUon t o ate ... allablo to t ho C aadiana aome 3· poundar and 6-poundar n&Ya l ~UA• t or uoa on patr ol Ylllela. 

ON or t he ehlpa whiob wa acl•..Suled to take 11111 tary equlpunt to ~~&land aoYoral JaOntba ago na the •raateur• , It will 'bo r ecalled that an attUII)t waa •cl• t o aouttle t hla ehl, in a C&nolclian port , but that t he abip waa aaYed and t he OIU'&O Wl.loaded, ..01'1& the u ... un­loaded ware 'S l r1Ua1> llodal 15 - lUnA allcl aprr o.U..tely Bo,coo rOI&nd. or aawunition, 'lba a.Lunition oYiclently auatalned aoo. water daaa&• a nd adYico waa ao"ght by t ho Drit i ah Purchaai nc Caa.iaaion ao to What ahould be doM to r eaoY&t e t hla ... untuon. A quallti acl ohilian oon• eultant waa reo-dad t o t he C~uion , uul it h bellaYacl that with pro,..r M t hode tha .-.ni'Uoa oan be reola1.aacl. 

Apj rOXilnt oly 8o noti!ioationa o! int entione to oecotiata h&Ye beon r ecahed rroa t ho l riti ah Purobaainl C.-iaoion, !&oat of t hea• 
ban been al•....S Ulroup the War and hY} Dep&r'\llento and ll>t1!1cat1on ~:ina t o the l.ati~ l'e!enao Coooai aaion. Aa only 5 daya .,.. a llowed tor thoae olaaronoea , it h&e bet n a dif f icult taak to ka <p uo to elat e and ! urniah intal lictmt raporta beoauaa of the ahe or t he oontl"lleta in­YolY..S . 

A r eport hu 'bae11 r aoabacl rr .. t he South Atrioan LapUon ot ita r"oat orden i n thla country, There are a t • • chine toola on thla liat , but t he principal it ... are 3, 000 tona or tin pl a t a Yaluod at $450, 000 a nd 2,500 .otoroyolaa and aocaaaoriaa Yaluacl at $882,000. 'lb1o large •ntoraJol e orcler 1a r lacad with Harley-Darldaon c~. loll.lnukae , • ilaonain, 

An ol'der baa 'baea plaoad with \he llat1~ Tor&o a OTd.nanoa 
~_..y, lni~~a , , ..,.ayl ftaia tor 100 uU-taalt ""'' and _..nuon. The pa aad .-itioa daaipa a n -4 by tho t l,.., 

OTdore baYe &leo liMn placed with tho Trl .-pb E.<ploahaa, Illo . , 
Dltt• , llaryl&M tor )00 0000 bud cre-el" aad 558 ,000 P"""da ot TilT, Of ~~e baDd CAnade or der, 250,000 will be ot the Arrq 1111 J1 tyPe cla­f enai'te venado , and ~he r.-illinc an otrenoiva tyPe Cllnlad by tba -..w.!aol.urer . 

'1'1\o Nothorlande orclor wi t h Colt l at&llt i,.. ...,._ c.....,.y tntale 
1, 814 oa.liber )0 ..,4 oallber 50 •china cun•· Of thuo, all 'but 370 ua 



" L 
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or t he aricratt type, 

Nt~t to the ritieh Furcbaei~ Commieeion, the Netherland• 
Indi&a r urohaeing Comaieaion baa the largeet demand tor w.unitione 
in thia country, I very effort 11 bein; made to build up the 
~unitione reaerve ot t~e Net b, rlande Indiee •• eoon ae poe. ible and 
in Report lfo . SO a brht reference -• •d• to t he actirltiee i n 
connection with t he eup~ly or airplanee, 

!lRAZIL 

An order for 16 5-ineh naval &WUJ and 110\Uih has boon placed 
with the National ror&e Ordnance Co.pany, Irvine , Pe~ylvaDia, 
This ie an order which baa been under diecueeion tor a conaiderable 
peri od ot t~ and 1e ot advant"'' t o t he liavy Depertaent in initiat­
ing a eouroe ot 5-inoh lUIIe which will be ueotul tor our awn national 
detenee needs , 

Ar rangement• are now beins made t o eoll 2,000 12- inch A, P, 
loaded pr ojeotilee with an opti on to buy J,OOO additional , Theeo will 
be told by t he Navy Department under the prorleione of the Pitt..n Act 
and have be~n declared •not eaaontial to tho national defenee• by t he 
Chief ot Nl\nl O~erationa, The project ilea concerned >can be u"d in 
tho 12- i nch It""' pr .,vi .. ully puroha"d f r CIIII t ht1 ArlliY• • 

& conf renee wae held with the lliniater of I ran and hie 
•111tary advieora concdrnins the purohaee ot 50 Douglaa Bomber an4 30 Curti~a Fighter Airplanea. The Uinieter eot forth the great ~od 
tor t heee air planoe in hh country and aekod that a ptiority be kranted ( 
ao that they ean be obt ained i n the nN.r future, I t aeeu doubtful 
that euoh a priority 8&11 be granted beoau" of t he need• or our own 
national detenee pr ogram. 

!!QOQNY YAC!,M! OIL CO Itt ANI 

A report baa been received troa t he J ocony Vaoumn Oil Company 
ebodna the el\iplll4lnt or petrolewa product. by that fir. durin~ the 
eecond q11arter or 1940, The r eport i ndieetee t"'at t he ti~ ehip, ed 
aviation peollne to J rw.noo only durill& t hat period, Japan obtained 
79l tCOO barr el• ot dieeel and fuel oil out ot t he t ot al ot 909 ,000 
barrel• • and obt ained tram t hie fire no aYiati on &aeoline durin& t hia 
period, 

t·or t'1e Clearance CoiiLitteo, Army l :.avy & unitions Boar<~ • 

, .. ,;0 9 ( 9/27/~i) 

CJW\LF.S HDIIS, 
Colonel, U. 8 . Ar.y , 

Cllai rB*IIo 

-----~=··-··· 
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Foreign I nquiries f or Production of ~unitiono . 

(Sl&nod ) R0~7 P. rA77Z1SON 

Robert P. Patter s on, 
7he Aoaistant Secretary of ~ar. 
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!Jl:.l!OR». DULl TO 1 

CONFIOENfiAl 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUIL.DING 

WUHINQTON. D , C~ 

iluzuat 26 , 1a 4cl:'. ant lin D. RoooeveU Lib!'VJ 

' lJ E~. "'~lEO 
DuO 1..1 :. o2oo.e ce/27/fl»> 

Tho Jecretery of Wn r 
Date-

The Stc:·etar y of the llavy . < 
The Assistant Jecrotary of 1/a~i&natve- 9z.'~ ..,.~ 
Tho Aeshtant Secretary of tho llavy •• ~.~­
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
Tho Chief of t:aval Op&r"\~i.,'l . 

Foreign Inqui r iea for Production of Uunitione. 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from tir.o to 
time a brief r epor t on forei&n inquiries for military equipment , 
tho follvRing notes are oaQo : 

BRTI'ISH PURCHASIJ:G CCI.!L!ISSIOII 

A flood of' applications f rom the British Purchaaillg Oommiaaion 
for permission to no&otiate with Arrorican f i rma for artillery and 
artiller y aiDmUnition is beine received by tho War Department for co=­
~onta and clearance to the National Defense Commission, r.e have been 
eo fer notified of artillery negotiat i ons totaling $302,000,000 and 
a rtillery en:rmnition negotiations totaling $292, 000, 000. The pro;;ra.m 
ie apparentl y by no ~ana complete, and because of ita effect on our 
g.n national defense preparation, the Clearance Coomittoo haa •uo­
geat~d to Yr. Knudaon that conferences be arr~teod with tho rritish 
eo thnt sources tor our own and British uses may be establiaheQ, Ae 
it ts ce::;ential that th• cntir<' hritish pro., r<~.~A be r-e.do clear ae eoon 
ae posoibla, it wae further euggestod t hat t hey bring to the confer tncoo 
their total r equir elllenta for ordore in this country for tho itecta neudeu . 
'ho Clearance Comitteo alec uraed thet tho use of United Statea t>odels 

be of fered so that insofar ao practicable production in this country 
will be of models useful for our O'ltn needs . Ther e muot , or course, be 
an exception for rurmunition noede for &una in sorvice in l'n(lland and 
~intenance r equirezents for t hose guns such as epare barruld . It 
seems , r obable thnt conft r ences ao suggested will be arrW'Iged in tho 
1oar futur e. 

One of tho 5ritieh r•quirecente uncover ed tho tact that thoro 
a:ay be a short .. ge or duck ol th~ type needed for tonte. Tht Unit d 
~ates ' requi rcrenta in thia kind of duck a r e very largo an~ it hal 

been neceeso.ry to oppoao ,·rhieh oroera until a con:eronc• hae boon 
hold .tth the~ ~o revie1 the situation and dotormino how tho Lritieh 
and United States require~ nta can be aet free facilitioe which ar ­
~car inadequate, 

camu:)nJTIAI 



Con1er•nco3 on the largo r aepects of the Eritieh ror.ra= 
are needed b•caueo the United .tatoe is not r <ady to ~o ahead on 
ao~o of ~he larger ordcro. It is necessary to wako sure 'hat th< 
ritieh do not ~re-~M1 t f~oilitiea which will be later needed for 

United Statee production, 

A conference wu hold on August 22, 1940 with British ropre ­
eontativea concerning the project for a provi ng grounu, Britioh re­
preaentathea woro advised to ueo a United Statea finJ to denlop thoee 
facilities and a nwaber of eiteo 11ore diacusaed with them. llo dociaion 
~as reached but it eeoms probable that they will nQt undertake a co1 -
plate proving ground of the typo ueed in tho United Statea, but will 
try to net alon$ wherever ros,ible with limited facilities cr.~ted at 
plants producin& on thoir orders . 

The British A- lS tank with its crew of 9 con hae arrived at 
Aberdeen Provin& Ground whore it •ill be de~onstr~ted to roprooantativea 
of the United States. Thoro is a report that the Britieh #ill also 
bring to this country other ty,.oe of Er itish armo..c:ent , includin:; their 
latest model 2}-poundor cun. 

The french purch!laod a consider able quantity of stool for 
20 mm e.nd 25 mm shell ordore which pr obubl y will not u.aot with Eritish 
o.nd American standurdo . l'ho British ar e considering liqu1dution of 
thio stock Bllci it rr.ay bo nocesoo.ry to hal;> them oell it , It can bo 
used in i.he automotive induetry but ia unsuitable i'or high V<locity pr o­
jectiles, because of tho dangor or br eakinz up in tho gun. 

The CocmiasiQn ie gradually building up a etnff of military 
technical advisore , Advieora for tho ai rcraft prograc have been in 
this country for the laat 6 QOnths . Recently, advieore for t~nk , ar­
tillsr y and chemical wnrfaro ite=e ~vt arrived. 

Confer ences have beon held with of ficial r cprooentatives of 
the Gover~ent of Iran concerning needs for steel , chcrn1cal8 , ~rMdMent 
and radio equipment . A list of fir~s to be i nitial ly approached by 
the I ranian r eprcsentativoa has been fur niehed. 

l~:TIIERLAllDS I DIES 

Tho Netherlands Indios Ordnance Corr.misllbn is eeokin<.~ a aouroe 
for the production of 81 ron 1 ~rt~rs and it see~ trobable that they 
will seck the uee of th< Stokee-Brandt deeign, Tlte local ropreeonta­
tive of that COC?&"Y will not object if they doeire to place or.era in 
thle country and will grant a license . 

Broker s have approached the Co~ssion to 1ell £nfield riflee 
and ~ition which they propoee to obt~n from Oover~nt etocke . 



, CO~FIC~NTIAt-

J i ii"Uo.r to .. ,t r •tttr .. te o rlv'lt 1: .iv' ;lual to eell 
•ur,luo eLocke which they thir.k they cen obtain f rom th6 United 
Statoo ;ov~rru:.~nt . Tho C01111ieaion hue bet.n n<lv•oud to hav" no~hin.: 
~o do with any of those ~ro,ositione . 

•~ e><;'·>rt lice .!Je ie· u~d t.~:;uot 13 , 1 ~0 for llt'O Lewis Gune and 350, 400 rounda of anr.w1ition setn to in11\cato that this r.atrrinl 
•Ina obte.i11ed f r oo thu British and is o. 1 art of tht. stocke recently 
eolc to 0\n inter· odio.ry 1'or Eritieh o.ccOUIIt . 

'•'he Chilean Er:bauy novt has author ity from the hor' Govern-
1 nt to flaco an oraer with tho Tirk - Detroit Axle Coc,any or 4 eeto 
of ade?tcrs !or 155 mr. Howitzers . Perr~esion t use our de ign for this or er .e.o ;;r .... tod soLetin.o e.go. 

S'.'IFDEI/ 

A. coo>.fon •. ce ns htl• by ~he I reside• t ' e Liaison Co,.,cittee 
rlth tho G lcdieh l'inistcr co.:cernint> export licenses for s.1ed sh 
order s placed in this country, Tho L~nioter wne advieed of tho 
attitude or our Oover~ent on exports to Sweden at this tine. 

For t. e Clearance Conaittee, ~y 

l"Paak11n 11 . ltoooe~el t Librlll"'f 

Or,.. ,. ~ ........ I""J 
.l t I , .1.. 

fii}Q i) L2CO . II ( 9/27/1-P.) 

Dote- )- ')..I- "J • 

·- )lrtl~ 
~" ..... 

. 
'>1' , . .. y . ... 
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Ci:A...U:S !Il.LS 1 
Colonel , U. S. Army, 

CWrrw.n. 

Loo.rd : 

t 



C{JNFIBEtHIAl. 

R11port !io. 12. 

f• "~lln D. 1\oo .. •eH Librar J 

DEGU\SS\fiED 
noo l't .. ~zoo.9 <9/27/U> 

Oato- 7 · ~ _..,.. 
S\p>&turo- ~8-

~TOt ,.. Sccn'tUJ or ..r 

SU! ,,_CT, 

Tho •crot•ry or tbt ~-Yy 
,.,. hdohllt .. rotary rr ••r 
1 ho Aoohtant ooreto.ry or tho Nftvy 
'l'l:o r. .. puty ·•h1o1 or ~t.rr 
Th• Chl•r o Oo.ftl 0 oreticmt~ . 

r oroip l ·u1 r1 .. 1 or roch•otlor. ot -uatUor.e . 

1 . ln aooorciar.oo rltb inetruoUono to oubol1i. rroa tiM to u ... a t rior r.port on forei p illquiri .. tor llilita ry oquipwllt, 
tho roU'lOriar ao o re •il• a 

nrn 

A rlooo or npJlioationa !roa tho ~riti•h urohaoins Cow.aioaion 
for J>OI'IIiosion to rao&otiato rlth Aaoerlolltl fl.- for o.rtUlory ud 
art1ll..-y a.._..ttion 1o beinc recoh'od by the a r Dttpoort..nt tor •­
MJI1.o an•l ol•ranoo to tho k'tiono.l or~p ... C-touoa. ~'• ha• • been 
oo to.r notitiod ol o.rtUlory r.e&oUationa t ot.allnt i302, 000 0 CMl ...S 
artillery ammunition no&otiatiorao toto.linc 0~2.~1000. Tho rogro.a 
io ap~rantly by no aaano o~lota , o.nd booauoo or ita e!Coot on our 
om national dofanoo preparatioa, tho Cloorsnoo Co.odt.too hao ·~ 
& .. tod to IIJ'. JCn\ldooa t hat oontor• nooo l>o &rTSJIIOO with t ho l· r1Ua.>t 
oo that oourooo for our """' &JW t rHhh ueoo ~ray bo .. t abll ahod. Ao 
it i o oaoonti~l i.hat tho oni.ir o Lritioh pro~ bo ... do olear • • ooon 
•• poooiblo , it wao turthur •U&S••tod that th•7 brine t o tho oontoroncoo thoir total roquir-h tor ordero in thia cowrt.ry tor tho ih .. needed . 
Tho Clearanoo C-..lttoo aloo urged that. tho uoo ot u.itocl tatoo -odelo 
bo of fered eo tlw.t ~ofar u l'notloablo 1 ro<l~~<:Uon in thio oOW>try 
will bo ot IOOC!olo uoetul tor our own noedo. There .,,t, or oourao , t. 
an ollooptior. t or ~Uoll noodo f or 1\lR' 1D aorvioe in 'ncwd and 
•intonanao r oquii'Oll:ellh f or the .. cura• e uab •• opar o borrole . It 
•- pr obable that contoronau •• l!UQ:ootocl will bo arno.n&od in the naar futuro, 

0... or t he kr1Uu reqlll.r-nh -OYorod ~~~~o toot that thoro .y bo a u ortqe or duck of ~he t~ needed tor tonte , The llhitec! 
ta'toe ' raqui ,._nh in thil kind or duck a r e n r y lar&• lltld 1\ haa 

been noooeaar1 t o oppoao t rit iah ordero until a oonforonoo ~ boon 
hol d with th .. to rertw tbo lit uation aro1 dotoraina """ the tritlah 
and U.Utod lltaha raqlli ,._h oaa bo Mt tro. ! aclUU .. 11hioh .,. 
pear hac!equato, 

S9NFIBEN'f1Al 

.. 



Co tor. • •• on ~ loorcer .. , .. u ot t.M r1Utoh , roiJ'UI ,.... r.etded beoaUH t • nUoJ Stat .. Jo nc,t ,....., ;;o ahoad on 
·~ or the larser ordoro . It io ocee .. ry t o .. ke oure that t.he Brithh do , ... t I ,., _, • t. taoilitioe whlch nll ~ • .ator I oed..S for Uahod tatoo roo.uot1011 . 

A oor.roro .oe wa held oa ~ 11,.'\lot 2 , 1 •c orit b triti .!l ropn­ort tine ow.oomi~~& the ro,oct t or a rovb v-..s. triUtoh ro­r~'~•••t"tivee Wll'l IOVloed to Ull I llaitod ~tatoo (1,.. to doVolo, tho I tac111the OUtd a nUl> or ot at t .. ,.,,.., diacu .. oJ " ith tl••• llo lecleion ,... ,...o.,ed but U ••· 1:1 prob.blo that they dll n•>1 Wl1ortako a coo.:­rlno • ro'fill& crouoo or t.llo type uoocl 1n t.M United tatoo, but nll try 1.o cot alone W'hflrevor ,.o .. iblo with lio.itocl fac1llt1oo ar .. hd ..t pl~t.• roducing on tM1r or dor o. 

Tho lritieh A- lS unit Yi\h ita c r ow r ' ... arrivocl 11. bor••oon rovill& Gr ound wtlere it will bo deaonotnthd t o ropr .. o~ot.ath .. or tho Unihd llt.at.oo. T!loro 1a a nport t.ha\ the Er11.1all '1'111 aloo ~ to thlo oount.ry ot.hor t~o ~t t r1Uoh a,.,....at , 1r.cludin& t.bdr lat.oot. ro4ol 2$-,~der tuft • 

'l'bo r ronob plll'abaoocl a oOI'aldorablo q...,Uty of .t ... l tor 2( • and 25 • oMU oNere whlotb ).robebly '1'111 11ot meet ritb • r 1titoh end urican otanclardo . Tho l!ritioh are oonsidorilli liquidation or t.hlo et.oclr. a..d it "Y bo neoeuary t o bol t.b .. ooll it.. n oaa bo uoed 1n tho ... t.-tivo l.Aduatry bl..'\ 1e ~~n~uit.abh t or hlp velocity .~oro­"ectU .. , \o~oouoe ot \h• dlulcer ot broalti n , up in tho &WI • 

T!le c-J.eeion 1e sreduell:r l:uildin& u,. a etat or mJ.lltar:r t echnioe.l advieor o. Advieore for \ lie airo....rt. f''Dil""" han bo<n in t hio country ror t he l est ~ aonth. . Recontly, adViiOr'l ror t anlr., ar­tillery and ol1cmical 11'1\rlar• itu.a bava arrhacl. 

Conte,...,oaa ban b .. a bold Yitll of •1o.llol ">rc•• t.athoe ,r the Goval'!>8eG\ or r ..... O()ooOII"'linl nlldl tor •hol, clw!llicab, .......,.,,t, end r&clio equi,....,\ , A l ilt ot i,.,.. ~o be inlt.lally •PI•roec '•d by tho Iranian r oproeor.t.at.iveo boo be n ru.rniabocl. 

lf':i'rW" f).'! I J'Pl 

The •otborlando l ncliu Or<m•• co C~eaion ia •• ·in& • eouroo tor tho ~ro4uet.ion or 81 • 110rt.ara and it ••'• ~ robablo hat they rill •••k tho .... or t he tokoe- llr&D<It ci•••IP'· Tho loaal r , ...... ~­the or that aO...l'&l\1 Yill aot obJect lr til 7 de i re to ~lace or.Ser a i n t hlo oou. try and '1'111 gran\ a l1con11. 

Bro•er o have ap,roechod t~o Co..looioo to ••~ nfield r ifle• and un.iUon trbJ.cb tbc7 ~ro,.ooa t o obt.a.ia rr .. OoYora-.. t otoolto . 

·:o:.J J.i/ 2?/61) ] ... ,__,_,_ ,...... 
CONFmktltiA~ 
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~ehf ocN tl• t 

Thle h aiallar 1.1.1 o\her att.-,..te or .,r1va\a 1n • .li'f1d.-la to eall 
aw-,.lua a\oob wllioli theJ i.JU,.,. \t. ; can obtdn Croa \he lfniwd 
Stat .. Govarnaout , ha Cocnaiuion haa 'bMn aJTiaad to t.an no\lliJ<& 
to do with "":I 11f tho .. ~ rojloaiti orllo 

Au exjlort lio••••• iuuad A~o~uuat 13 , 1}40 lor 1100 Loria Ouna 
anel 350, 400 rowtda ot a&1W11Uon •••·• a to indioate that. t.hb Mhrial 
w.. ollt.-inael tron the rt.i .n an. J.l a ,..rt of \.11 •tooka r aoantly 
eol< to llll intano~e.;U .. r t 111' r >1 ... aooo..,,t. . 

'Iba Jh!.lw.n J •lla• y L.:N loaa au~hJri'l.)' f i'OII \l,a h GOYan:• 
~ t..o p ... ectt au or-.c.•· w ... t. ...... " Tl.zl eo-Atro.. ...J.u •QJ;lGJ]., or 4 ••t• 
or a<iat-1.tl'll for l$.1 a .. uaar.. ena.a i w uH ow- HiCft lor 
Uda or .uer waa c;ra.t.t.tMJ aot':Ctti• .,.u. 

I oontH·anoa waa bald b, 't.lle r e>dU..rrt.'e i.J.a1ao' C0110J.tt ea 
with the weuJ.11b l'1r~1•1.vr oonoarnirl6 e..<J;Or1. hcar.IOU lvt• •llvuiah 
order• plr<oad ln 'C.hia ouw•try, ·n•o Ui.triatar w 11 a~,rvleoa I t he 
a1.t 1 tuuu uJ" uur u ov, •'"'uuuu~ uu ..,A~vr1.. e t.u vu ... .._. o.t. t.h:. a ~ ... 

::1 11. " .u - • 
Culon l , tJ • .:J • irt-J , 

~nan • 

• 0. ~·'o"evolt Llbr11.r7 

Dr.b._ • _J 
Gil !Ia .. :. .. ~.o 11 (9/27/r. s) 

Date- '- ..._,_ 7 6 

Si !9"Ature - )v.5l- . d 
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Report No. 53. 

MEMOFWIDUY TO: 

SITBJECT: 

GQNFIBENffAt 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

W ASHINGTON. D. C. 

Se~tember 10, 1940. 

The Secretary of War 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chief of Naval Operations . 

h o.nlrUt'l D. Roooevelt L1bru 1 
DEGL· ::;:nED 
DOD lJIH. s2oo.9 (9/27/58) 

Date- J ... ~ f· ')-# 
Navy 

Sicnatare. ~ 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions . 

1. In accordance vrith instructions to submit from time to 
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, 
the following notes are made: 

BRITISH PURCHASDIC COMMISSION 

The pressure of reques~s for technical information ooneerning 
munitions ·~o be procured by the British and visits to industrial 
plants is on the i ne rease . Some diffi culty is beine experienced in 
obtaining prompt answers to these requests because of the volume of 
work in the various bureaus of the War Department. This pressure is 
in part due to t he fact that the Purchasing Commissi on has llOO 
persons in its New York Office, many of whom desir e a ssistance of 
some kind from our Government . The office in Washington is also e~ 
panding and it is expected that within a short time 150 will be em­
p l oyed. The ninth floor of the Willard Hotel has been r ent ed f or 
this increased office force . 

Negotiat ions are in progress with six firms for the production 
of medium tanks . These tanks will be of the modified American des ign 
and within a short time t he War Department wi ll proVide draWings to 
the firms involvHd so that they can make bids . 

Owing to the danger of conflict with the United States program, 
to be carried out under the appropriations just approved by the Congress , 
a policy of coordination of our orders with those of the British is 
being developed. At the present time many of the British requests for 
clearance to negotiate are being held in abeyance until the \far Depart­
ment ' s program is well on its way. '£he n.egotiations which are being 
hel d in abeyance are practically all for artillery and artille ry am­
munition items . 

The pr esent British orders t otal $1,438, 000,000, and approxi­
mately $925,000,000 in additional orders have ccme to our attention 

SQN~IQ~NTIAL 
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for cloarance . The capital assistance to date to variotUI plants is 
'Cl, OOO,OOO. 

In a previotUI report, reference was made to a request from 
Canada for the purchase from stocks of obsolete lieht tanks of the 
Renault model. A Canadian officer has inspected these tanks at 
Fort ~eade and Rock Isl and Arsenal and has info~d the office that he 
has interest in 292 of these tanks . It seems probable that he will 
submit requests for their sale to Canada and for the armament needed 
for them. 

Prior ity for delivery of six B-24 bombers fr~~ the A~ order 
with Consolida·ted Aircral't Corporation was requested . After a thorou£h 
study 3nd consulatation with the Air Corps, the Clearance C-.dttee 
recommended that this r equoat be refused because of the needs of our 
own Air Corps ' expansion progrtlm. 

NETifE!II.ANOO- nmn:s 
The Netherlands- Indies Ordnance C~sion has requested the 

sale, from Government stocks, of 50, 000 rifles and more than 200, 000, 000 rounds of caliber .JO ammunition . This request will be refused be-
cause all surpl\13 has already been sold. 

The York Sale « Lock Coopany has received a letter or intentions 
covering 1, 000 !lavo.J. mines and an inquiry for 500 depth charces . This 
firm seems to be the only one in a position to furnish these items . 

The ~on-HerringtonCompany advises that orders have been 
r eceived for the followin&: 

200 2-man tanks 
120 3-ruan tanks 

50 l-ton armored car chassis 
JJO Tractors . 

All of these are of model s owned by the Company. 

The Conmiaeion is n.eeotiating with the !levy Department for 4" 
and ?" Naval CUllS . The i7ar Department has found it necessary to re­
serve all of the ?• cuns under d1 scuaaion end sOID9 or the 4 • £llllS , pend­ing establishment of the needs for joint Al:lerican-Canadian defense . 

VENEZUELA. 

A mission fr~ VenezuelA has been received by the President's 
Liaison Committee, and it has been found that the materiel to be pul'­
chased is practically all co:nmer cial . Arranga"nenta have been made to 
s teer this Uis sion to the proper supplier3 of ~.ose conm~roinl articles 
by use of tha facilities oC tho National l~•~aoturers A8Aootatlon . 

frantlln D. Rooeavelt Ltbu .r7 nrm 1 ~·"t5:n ~ f.6!4FII'~IH1At 
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The Iranian Purchasing Uissi on is sett ine up an office 1n 

Washington 1n the suite of the l:armon- Her rington Company. This 

finl has long had relations as AmericM agents for Iran and will. 

doubtless be of great help to the officer who w1ll attempt to place 

munitions order s . Anotl.er officer is charged w1 th procurement of 

50 bombers and 30 fighters . The question of manufacturine the 
Hawk 75-A Airplane 1n I ran hss also been r aised by the Ussion, but 

decision has not yet been reached whether objection will be raised by 

tbe War Department to the manufacture abroad of this type of airplane 

on the grounds or foreign policy. 

THAILAN D 

The J.:inister of Thai.land requested clearance to necotiate 
for 12 each Lockheed, Boechcratt , and Barkler- Grow Airplanes. IT. was 

nocessary to Worm him that this clearance could not be eranted be­

cause of the needs of our own expansion proeram. 

PORTUGAL 

The Portuguese Uiniater informed the Clearance Committee that 

a firm which had accepted an order for 133,000 pounds of TNT apparently 

can not del iver . Investieation r evealed that this is a brokerage firm 

which would have to obtain its TilT frO!II regular sources and th3.t such 

Th'T could not be obtained unless a priority for delivery' at the expense 

of a Government contract is granted. The Unister was informed that 

it seems doubtful that auch a pr ioritrwould be eranted. 

For t he Clearance Committee, 

K ooevelt LibrarJ 

. _J 
OW> k:. b .. G0.9 (9/27/f>S) 

Artl(y & Navy lfuniti ons Board : 

-~~ 
CllARlJS HINES, 

Colonel, U. S . ~. 
Chairman. 

DAte- ')- a..t•7 6 
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Sopteabor 10, 1940, 

liU'ORANDU'J )'(1\ 011IERA,L ~. II. 'IAtSOII, 
S•or.Ury to t!Mo Pruitl..n, 

Tho 'flUte Ho~Uo, 

£nclooocl !or the inforaat iom ot tho 

Proeidont 1a Report llo, 53 on tho aubJ.ot o! 

f oreign Inquirioo for Production of Uunitioae, 

Robert P. Pat ter ooD, 
Tho Aeoiet..n ~ocretar, of 'far, 
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a.,t ... ber 10 , l949tll!,~lln D. Roooevel t Librar1 

r ' .. 'liED 
R•Mrl No. SJ . OuJ l..tau . 6zoo.9 (9/27/f>i) 

I oroi&A I nqlliriu tor l'r o.lucUon or llwUUOMio , 

1. 14 uconl~r.co wHll !MtNCtiona t o aubodt ti'CII tU. to 
tiloo a l>riot roporl on foreip Laqu.lriee ror a::Uituy -..101~, 

tho foUo-.dJ>& not .. are ..a4ot 

Tho jll'o .. uro of r oqueeto tor techniool illto.-Uon concorniJI& 
am!Uona to be {'rocuroc! by the llritiab aDd Yioi h to induatrial 
pli<nh 1e on tho i ncreaeo, 8- difticuU y 1o beit~t~ ex~rlo~ood 1n 
obtainill& proapt Ulftor a to thoao ro(ouoeto beoaun of t ho vol~ ot 
work 1a tho ftrioua bur•ua or tho lar C.partaent , 'l'bh f-r .. auro h 
1a part ouo to tbe fact tbet tbo I urcboaiJI& C~aoioa baa 1100 
poroOt\o 1a ih .:.., Tort ot. ioo, a11J of wboa " •Lr o uaie~o of 
•- ld.ad ! rca our Ocrre..-et. Tho otrico 1a I~oa 1a al.ao ..,._ 
f&JI<Iia& aDd it 18 expected tbet wiUWo a dlort u .. 1SO will be a ­
plore.l. Tile Diath f loor of tho 1llan1 Rohl baa bMa r..t.od for 
thia bcr • •e4 otfin f or ce. 

llocotiaUoaa are 1a procr .. a with oix 11,.... for tho ~reduction 
or ad11.D bake. Thaao tuto will be of t ho IIOdithd 1\tooriou d .. iCD 
uc! withiD a allotS u .. tlloo 1'ar n..,..n-at will prorldo drawiJI¥a t o 
tho f1,... i uvol Te4 eo tlloot tllo7 cu -.to bi"• 

Otlin& >O t b.o claJICor of cootllot with t ho Ullited hha ,.roiJ'IUI1 

to be oa.rriod Old -r U.o ap, ro,.riaU ... Juat ap,.rcrre4 by t ho COflCT""• 
a ,-ollc7 of coonliaaU oa of our ord- with Ulooo of tile BriUab 1a 
bein 4nolo,.od. A\ tilt >roaut U.- ..,7 o!' tbo Zritiab re.;uoata tor 
cl•,....•• to ••11otlA'"' oro beiajo bold 1D abeyaaee 1&111.11 tho · ar Doparl­
-•t' o pi'OJnlll 1a .. u 011 ita '"'7• The DOCotiationa 'IIIIi oii are beiJI& 
bald i n abeJUOe are practioally .U for artillei'J aad artillery ~ 
tam1t1on u.-. 

The pr .. oat llr iti ab oN•re ~otal. *l , 4)d, Ot.01000 , and aps roxi­
•tol7 *'25,cc.o,ooo in a4AIJ.t10D&l ordore haTe •- to our attutioa 

CO~IFIBEf~f!At 
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-eormOEtnw.. 
tor olu ranee . The oapi al .. 11~ oe ~o elate to ftrioue plaa\e ia Jl ,GOO,O. o. 

I c • pl'edc,.. report, l'efer.noe n1 Mcle to a r e..uut fl'O<I C•uda tor \he puroba11 tr011 etoou or oteole\e liiht tub or the IMIIU IIOC!al . A e&-d.ian ot i oer bal iaapeo. e.S thea• \a.llb d ort '!•cl• ud •OOk Ielaad .lralal ....S baa ia•o..-.4 \be ott1o1 tbat he bal intereet ia 292 of thuo tub. It ,, .. , vrobeble \bat 1-.. will eulait re~11aata t or their aa1e t o C.-4 and for t he ........ at aeeclecl f or t.hu. 

r r1or1t7 or del1Yery of 11£ B-24 bo.bere t l'oa ~he Anoy order with Coneoliclet ed A1rorm t Co~or•tion waa requeated. Arter a \boro~ etu.;7 ud oa..e.UtaUoa with the 1r Cor .. e , the Cleo......,, c-it he r••- euded U.t thio req'IM~ be re • 1111d beoa .... or the llllda ot our 
OWl1 'oir COl'Po ' expanaioa progra, 

Th• loetherlanclo•indho Ordn&Ace C~el1on hu requ11•ed \be .. 1., f l'OII Con..-nt .~oct. , or so,cc.o r1tlao &114 ...... tluuo 200, 0< o,cco ro>=la or oallber . 30 _..auoa. 'l'hb req~Mat will be rei'Uald be-e 1011 all IUI'Plue haa alrlldy b11a eolcl, 

The York s.!e I Look COCJ ur bao reoe1n d a 1wth r ot l.nhni ou conr1JI& 10000 hftl lliaeo ud aa ~ld1'7 t or SOC cleptll •hllrl••• Thle tira ••- to be the onl7 o.,. 1a a poe1\1oa h t uJ'tlieh tllue u-. 
The ~-llarrinJton Coc.,...,.r adrl••• tba\ ordere ba• e bela reoehe.J tor the tolloril!C• 

200 2•,... t anh 
120 3-.n tuu 

SO 1- toa uworecl oar chaaaia 
330 Traotor a . 

Th1> Cooaiuioa 1o ••• &ot iaU.n.; wi\ h the I:&YT C.partaeat t or 4" ucl 7" ~aval ' ""'• 'I'M r r t epertloeat bae touad U .......... 7 to re­''"' all ot the 7" £11111 uadar cl1ec111t loll ud •- or the 4" £UN, pa4· 1J,' oatabl1ab8eat 01 the ... eccla tor J oiat ;ooerio~ de!e,..e, 

A .Ua oicw. troa vaa .. \111& llu beea recoi'recl b7 t he l'nleiclent• • Li&iao.t C~tt .. , and it haa been f0U11d \hat the -terhl to be pur­ohalld h ~raotioally dl •- erolal. .lrran cDo~ut. ban be .. M de t o wt .. r thia .Ualll .. t o the pro~r 111p;.l1era of th •• o-roial e rt1ol .. 'by ... e ot 'h• tao111the or the I au~ Umwlaotlll"•ra .aeociaUon. 

T-r " • ., n "-uel t Liln'.., eeuneEH'f!Al 
• ... , ?- :..r-7• 
[199 I.a.., b~\1, I • ~·~ 



'l'bo Irnu.iaat I'W'obadl'l(. l'iuioa .1o ut till(: u u oft1ot i.ll aat.ir.&toD ir. the au.ito ol t ho &lar-.on-llor r l ngton COI:.,~ey. Thlo tint he a J.O•'l> • .~~... relatione aa •: oric...n •gwnto r or I ran &J.\1 rill do..&btloas bo or grot~1. help to tho ot.rieer who will attellpt to place runitioaa or~or. . other c! leer a tharitd with yrooureaent ot 50 bot.ter a &J - ) ( fighttrto ""ht qu~ J .. i OII of l"allui'IOOturl fl& t bt 
~~wk 7~-» i r plan in Iran ha5 alao be rn r niood by the ~ooioa, but ~ecioio ~ a ot yo• teea roached whether obJ~ctioa will be r.Litod by tho ur 1-c,_ u ·tatllt to t he: &:ar~utaotur. at.road 01 thio typo or airplane 
Olt tho r,r ouado or toreir;r. poliC)'o 

+t, Ik ,p 

1 ht iaiet.er ot thA ... l.o.nd re ue 1o t d cleara:.oo to l'lt&otiato for 12 t "'ch Locllhooc!, t.oochcra!t, onll L&rklt)'--.row :.irpla..o... It n.o ~ceaoory t o 1r. ·ona h ~that thio clon•anco c ould not be &ranted bo­O'luaa or tho <1 todo of our own expandon J:rogrcua. 

ro.;wrL 
Tho P rtlliueoe tU,ioter inforDO<l tho Cl4N! rar.oo Coc.J.tteo that 

ft !1Mr Whlcl: haJ aoooptod an or der for l)j , O 0 pou.1dt ~r .l:T ap.....,.ontly c~n nQt deli ver . Invceti~~•ion r uvealod t~~L thio io a brokerage irm ..rtlich would II vo t o obtdll tta 11.1· r r oa rot;ull- r oourcoe ar.d that ouch '1 ~ C'OUld not be obtoJ.,~d 111~010 a prior ity ror delivery at t ho uptllot or a Oovor nCllat contract 1t p-anted. t he W.niltor wu infon:ed that it eoor. uoubttul t hat euch e pr i ority would be gr &Jlt t4. 

or t ho Olearanoe C~ttoo, 'lny a. •o4YY .. unit i cn., &Oiii.Td t 

P. • ~r-vel t LibrarJ 
I (\ 

~· ..... u 
~ ' l'l \.1 • • f>:d00 .9 (9/27/5&) 

:lt•~r;- ? - 2-1'-?6 

:n ,"l'lA mre- ,...sl. . 
I .,.."' ·' • . ;t 

C!l 1..! :; III .. .. , 
Colo~ol , U. s. A••Y• 

Cha1n.n. 



WAR OEPA RT M ENT 

WASHINGTON 

September 19, 1940. 

MD.!ORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON, 
Secretary to the President, 

The White Ho use . 

Enclosed for the info~tion of the President 

is Report No. 54 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries 

for Production of Munitions . 

~ p P~._..__= , --
Robert P. !'stteuon, 

The ASsistant Secretary of ~ar . 

---



II!'JlOIWIIlllll YOI! ODIIW. 1!, II, lr.t.TSOI, 
~ere tar)' t.o the Prea1cleot 1 

The 11111 tA Bouae. 

JDcl.oHCI t or \he int'oreat1011 ot the Pr .. 1dlftt 

11 Report l o . S4 on t.be ub Ject of r or•iiD 1Dqu1r1ea 

tor Producti on or WualtlODo. 

Robe..·t P. PettArooa, 
Tne !eole\aat Beeret.T7 ot -.r. 



, CHNFIHENTiftr 
ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

WAaii N OTON, D. C. 

September 17, 1940. 

Report No , 54, 
11-Mtlln D. 1\oooeYeU Li li!'U'J 

nee~ '~lriEll 
DOO u~... 5zoo.9 cs;a1;6a) The Secretary of \'lar 

-
IIDJOilANDU!& TO 1 

The Secretary of the tlavy 7 The Assistant Secretary of l.ar Date- ' -;a f- 7~ 
The Aesiatant fecretary of the Navy 0... ~ Tho Deputy Chief of Staff S!Kn&tlll't• ,_-liA .· : 
The Chief of Naval Oper ations 

SUBJECT: Forel4tn Inquiries for Production of loluni tiona. 

1. In accordAnce with instructions to submit from tilte to time a brief r eport on foreign inquiries for llill.ta.ry equipc:ent, the follo...U. notes ara a:adet 

BRITISH PURCHAS!!l) CD:qiSSION 

Action is in progress to r elease froat secret status the in­gredients of tracer compos! tion and the ttethods of l oading 1rucor car­tridges so ee to enable the Canadian Qoverru:tent to settle a proposal to construct a llmall an~c cartridge plant for tracer u:mmition as well as other types in Canada. By a previou& action, the 'Piar Depe.rt­JOOnt refused to disclose tbe details of the tracer compooi tion, but r econsi deration has indicated that the present preferred status of Cana& makes 1 t desirable to assis t in tho development of a cartri dge plant in thet country. lrl:dle the liar Depertl:leDt will a se1st with tech­nical information for this plant, a proviso hac; been inserted in the release that there will be no interference with pr ocurement of machin­ery for scall Ul:IS ammunition planto to be developed for the United Statea program. This t>MDE thnt the Canadian plant will not be given lillY special priority for its oaohine tools unless the r equirements of tho .toint defense pr~rum r oquirG ouoh action. 

The Canadians are also intereated in the developaent of a load­ing plant for ar tillery amcun.1 tion and bombs, and o. r equest hne been recei vod for the loan of fl!lr Deportment plane for l oading plants . Can­adian representatives also desire to visit the Picatinny Arsenal. to ob­tain instruction in aathode ot loading. The be sic idN. is tint the plant in Cana& will be sil:dlar to plants to bo constructed in tho United StetGB. It oaoms probable that the a saistunce roquestod by tho Canadians ll'ill be appr oved, 

llefarance as made in the last repor t to a r cx,ueat that the Canadian Government be tLllowed to purohuse obsolete ltanault tonka . A Canadian officer has finishad inspection of the tanka on ll:uld at !lock Island !reonal and Fort Jc:eade, and has indicated which tanka are ::uit-

CONFIDENTIAL-___ ,,_, __________ _ 
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able for their neode . He raised the question of availability of 
20 tank guna and a quantity of lll!lmUilition for those Runs . St epo 
have been to.kon t o determine whether this nUJ:lber of guns can be de­
clared curplus and eold w1 th the tanka. Since a<>:!!e or the tanltll 
are not in condition to run, he bas also asked that sufficient work 
on them be authorized so that they con be run onto flat cars under their own por1er . 

It is becoainlz endent that co-ordination of t he United 
State& and British prcgrn~~a is absolutely necessary, if there ie to be no interference between t hem in cer tain key industrial facilit ies. A considerable number or negotiation r equests has been placed in abey­ance, pending a study of poseible conflicts of these prcgrsos. It 
a.l6o seema endent that s<l!M practical assistance will bave to be giv­
en by our government in ensuring the placement or British orders in first class faoilitios . Meanwhile , g radual progr ess io be:lne tiD.de in 
clearing through the National Defense Commission so~e or tho negotia­
tion re<~uests submtted by the Bri tieh, which bave been heretofore 
held in abeyance . The reoueats beiM cleared are thoso t~bere otudy 
indicates that there is 11 ttle daru!or of inter ference w1 th the United Statee prog r am. 

A request bas been received asking tor the sale or throe ~odi­
um tanks from stock f or uce in Br itish tank cchool s . This requeot 
flor.s out of tho decision of the Br itish to uce the American model of 
medium tank, which bas boon r eleased to them for export sales negotia­tion, and is now the subject of negotiation with s ix American firms . 
It seems illlprobable that tbe !'iar Depe.rtl!lellt will be able to spare the 
three tanks needed for tho British tank schools. 

Jlequ.ests for visits to manufacturi..wt plants, in connection 
with negotiations, continue to be numerous . I.n general, the liar De­partment has acted promptly on these requests for any plants having 
Arury orders and the Navy for plants engaged on naval order s . l'lhere 
ther e aro no order s , no objections have been made to vioits by pernon­
nol of tbe British Purchasing Co:tllisaion . In addition to vi&i ts by personnel, nw:eroua requecte for technical in!on:ation e.nd other ae­
oistanco from our governmont are beiM recoi vod . These are process­
ed as rapidly as pooeible and the general result is thAt tocbnical in­fon:llltion is freely furnished llf'ter clearance by the llli.li tary intelli­
gence sernce a of the government . 

The dra'lfin6a for 105 mm howit~er amrunition have been furnish­ed. This type of Run is undor ser ious considerat ion for production by 
the Bri tieh in this country, e.nd 1B a furtt-.or eDmple of the tendency 
to stand&rdization of oodela between the uo goverrur;ents. 

1"1-"'n"ll "\ D. 1\ooee• elt Li'br&rJ ·m 
'0 t c.,..,. .. - ·- , __ ·-- · 
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A r equest was •de for pormieaion for Britieh ny1ng per­sonnel to test fully art~ed ai.roraft in the air . Since this involv­ed a matter or policy within the cognizance or the StatQ Department , the advice or tbat departc!ent is beinn 60\¥:ht as to the propriety of all0'11'1.ng the testing of llnlU'.ont by British per sonnel. 

tiORifAX 

The Norncgian legation has roquested tbat 2l 4" guns from surplus Navv stock be sol d for the ara1n1r of cerchant ships. It bas been learned tba t aixteon of those guns are for whaling ships now being fi tted out in Canada for escor t duty under the UonrGftian flag in European 'll:aters, and tbat the other five are for wbal.e factories and transport ships which will shortly go to the Antarctic Oc91Ul on a whaling voyage. The opinion or the State Department a s to n release or these gune to llorway has been requested. Their tr&nsfer to the r ar Dep&rtcent for disposal is noceeso.ry becauso the NaVY Department bas no 1ega.l a.uthor ity to dispose of them. 

Six Fairchild Training Airplanes were recently a~proved for sale by the Fairchild Company to t he Norwegian t raining squa.drons in Canada . This turned out to bo an inouffici ent nlll:lbcr and four addi­tional airplanes have now been authori:ted for thin need . 

The mis sion to buy commercial nava.l stores obtained cons ider­able assistance fro~ the Navy Depart.Qent in the preparation of speci­fications to cover the ite1:1s to be purchased . The llational Llanufac­turors Asoooiation will now asoist tho mission to contact the proper firms. It ho.s beon reported tbo.t the miaeion is greatly pleased w1 th t he a saistance given both by tbo Governcent and by the llational Llanu­facturers Association . 

BRAZIL 

The Bra:tilian llili tary Comoieaion is seeldng sources tor the procure:ent of two gr oups of controlled mines of the Coast Artillery type . The name s or the firma which ueunlly oupply these items to the Coaet Artillery aro being furnicbed. 

THAILAND 
The Minister of Thailand is negotiating with tho Marmon-

'P'rnnkli n '. ltooanelt L1 'o:l'&l'J 

CBNFIHENTIA~ ~ .... '='ED f~-7· 
\. 'lJ ~ ••. b~00.9 9/27/51) 
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Herrington Company for 20- 50 r.tarmon- Rerrinl!ton tanks nnd the 
onco nUJtlbcr of arcored cars . 

For the Clearance Cotllllittee , Arey & Navy Uunitiona Boer d : 

~'i~~~L-. 
CHAJ!LES BINES, 

Colonel , U, S , Army, 
Chairman. 

1-. D. Roo~enlt L1br1U"J 

rJ11 
.J •· b200 .9 (9/27/58 ) 

Onto - 7 ' )..f- ?• 

.1, 

- EBNflfiENTIM 
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able tor t.be1r IIMCI8. lie ra1H4 t.be q11N\iorl ot an1l.abll.1t7 ot 
20 \ank pAll and a quatit7 ot -s.t.iorl tar t.bue ,_.. St.pa 
ha.,. bMD tano to 4et.era1M wbetbar t.lll.a INiber or a- oan be c»­
ol.aNcl nrplu and aol4 w1t.h t.be t.ea1ut. ss.- •- ot t.be t.an1ca 
are J>Ot in oeod.ition to nm, be baa alao aaked t.hat auttinient. work 
OD u- be • •t.horiud ao that they can be non octo nat. oarw 'lllll1ar 
t.M1r - pooter • 

It 1a beoa.inl &Yidant that co-orUi.aat.ion ot the lllll.t.ed 
St.et.ea and llri\iab preen- ia abaol~ _....,., 1l t.ben 1a to 
be 110 int.erforuoe betwc u- in oert.e1n llil7 illduat.rlal tuilitiaa. 
A -iderable llllllbar ot .. ,ouatioa ~ta baa t.e.. plMeclin a~>q­
-· P""''•& a .wq ot po.,.iblo -niota ol the• procr-. It. 
al.eo •- erldant. t.bet - prutioal uaia'- w1ll haft to be &iY­
• by ov coww,_..t. in •lla1lrlll& the p' • ut ot Brlt.iab ONere in 
tirat olua taoUUiaa • .....uua, &N41IIIl procnu 1a lieS.., ...s. ill 
o1au1aa t.llrolach t.be Jat."-1. o.t- c-ua1 .. ·- ot the ~~~~~u­tiorl ....-w aubait.t.ed by t.ha Brltiab, wlll.oh heft be-. haret.otore 
bald in ~. n. ....-t.e ba1n& ole&Nd are t.hoM wbare at11C17 
iDdiaat .. t.bet tbere 1a Uttlo clanpr ot iat.erf- w1t.h tba Unit.ed 
Stataa PI"OII'M• 

A req-t baa .._ r-1nc1 aa1r:1q t• tba aala or three ...u.. 
,. t.an1ca tr. atook t or - in Britiab WDit Ma-la. Tbia req ... a t. n ... Ollt. ot t.ha claoioiorl of the 8r1t.iab to .... t.ha .&.rloao ~ol ot .. di,.. taU, wlll.ob baa bHo nJ O"aod to t l- ! or uport. ooloa IIII&Otia­
Uoc, aad 1a DOW tbe 1Nb,1M.._ ol necot.iat.i• w1t.b a.lx Aarioall ti.ru. 
It ·- ,..J'ONbla that. t.be .... llo~t will be ua t.e .,.... tba 
t.hrM t.an1ca ....sod tor t.be Britiab t.-* .. ~. 

~ta tor Yialta t.e ......tutvia& pl.uta, 1A •-UOD 
w1UI Mpt.iat.iona, OODtia ... t.o be -I'WI• la ~~ l;ho 'liar De­
pal't.Mat baa Mt.ed ~ Oil t.beM -a-t.a tar lllq plu\a ba'liq 
,...., ordan - tba lla97 , .. p>..ta ...... - ll&'ftl orda'a. n.r. \hero are 110 ...,..,.., .. w,1Mt.i- haft bMD MOle to Yiait.e by pareon­
ol ot t.be Brlt.iab PvolluiA& (',_1 oat.... Ill add.1t.iorl t.o Yiait.a by 
par.loaDol, _,..... req-"a tor teo"ntoal ia!-t.iorl ao4 ot.ber u­
aiataMa cr. ov ccw•-' are beill& rewind. n... are prooo .. -
ecl u nop141>' aa pGNiblo and \be ,_1'01 nnU 1a \bat t.eohnl.oal in­
torwt.i.c 1a fl"Ml7 t\arQJ.abocl att.er ~ by t.be aUit.ary int.olll-
I"'D'M ...... 1_ ot t.t• "'-'· 

n. d I'Wiap c ... 105 • a..lt.eor -s.tiorl ban been l'\lnUab­
od. Tbia tnoe ot &Wlia Wider""'-- -ideration !or pro<Notioa by 
the Brlt.lab 1a \.Ilia -'-rr, u4 1a a hnbor a•Mph ot the t.andano7 
to a~aaUon ot IMdol.o beW.. \be two ccwa..-nte. 

r.t~ll~ D. kooeo•el \ Ll\r&PJ 
fi 1 r ' rtED _ 2 _ 
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~ Cotlf'VO' tor ~ JlariiOn-llerr~Oil \Ub ant t.be 
..,. 1ftlllber ot uwored oan , 

OJWtl.IS I!IJiF.S ' 
Colonel, U, S , lo:lwiT, 

c~ . 

.•. ,.,_nl':l'n o. Roooevelt Ll.'br&r J 
,.. • I ''"t(O 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

Report tlo . 55. 

MEMORANDUII TO: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

September 25, 1940. 

The Secr etary of ?:ar 
The Secretary of t he Navy 
The As: istant Secretary of War 

' •' wl!i. 1'>200.9 (i/27/01) 

7-~,.,. The Assistant Secretary of the !1-a,te­
The Deputy Chief of Starr 
The Chief of Naval Operations ~ 
Foreign Inquiries for Production of Uunitions . 

1 . In accordance with instructions to submit from time to 
tin:e a brief repcrt on foreign inquiries for military equipment , the 
following notes are made: 

BRITISH PURCIIASU1G COlC!ISSION 

A notice has been received for the first British contract f or 
medium tanks of our uaaign. This contract was placed with the PullJnnn 
Standard Car IIMufa cturing Company on September 18 , 1940 and is for 
500 t anka ; delivery to begin in 10 months and to be completed in 18 
months . It i s known that the British are negotiating with five other 
fins and it i s believed probable that ea ch will receive an order f or 
500 tanks . 

Permiss ion has been reoueated to use the gage testing Le.boratory 
at New York University for the checking of gages to be used in inspec­
tion of British orders . This l aboratory will be used by our New York 
Ordnance District and it Ylill be necessary to determine whether any 
other work can be undertaken, 

The need for a proving ground is still under discussion and 
s t udies are being made by the British of various locati ons in thiH 
country . To date no decision hHs been reached . There have been s everal 
consultations w1 t h the lfar Department as to the beat soluti on of the 
problem of t ea t in& such Brit i sh production as r equired proving ground 
f aci ll ties. 

Action ia now in progress to turn over troll surplus s tock addi­
tional military eoui~nt. This action includes 250 obsolete 6- ton tanks 
for Canada. 

A large procurement program for tbe British Admiralty has been 
furnished and 1a under discussion in the National Defense Conuniaaion Md 
the War and Navy Departments . Heretofore the Admi ralty ' s ordero have 
totaled only a t aw million doll~a and it is assumed that the progru 

_,_ 
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now on !wid ie the forerunner of larce orders for the British N&'f7· 

A number of reQUests for permission to ne8ot iate were placed 
in abeyance pending the placement of the ordnance program of the War 
Department. The need for this abeyance has now disappeared and all 
of these reoueats have been cleared for negotiation . Several reoues ts 
for nesotiation on artillery of British pattern •hich were previously 
cleared hnve now been recnll ed to permit of acti on by the Nati onal De­
fense Commission to attempt standardization of models with thoso of 
the United St ates ~· This r econsiderati on is caused ~~inly by a 
macbine tool shortage and a desire to produce in ll'llited States plants 
IIOdels useful to the United States Arru;y insofar as such action is prac­
t icable. It will be necessary in acting on these reouests now in 
abeyance to cons ider "hetber the usa of macbi.nes on Br itieh orders 
for similar mnteriel could be readily transferred to materiel useful 
to the Unitod States and it is expected that when the study i s co~pleted 
mos t of these reouests f or abeyance will be withdrawn. 

An informRl comtllittse headed by !ir. Knudsen will hold its 
first meeting t his week to study n closer coordination or the major 
aspects of the Bri tish program with our own program. 

It baa been le~rned that because of t he closing of the Burma 
road , Cllina is unable to export po11'C!er and explosives now on order 
with the Hercules and duPont . The Chinese Governt:l81lt deeires to retain 
ownership of tnese explosives and has tentatively asked that tile ex­
plosives be stored by the united States for their account . The commer­
cial firms do not have the storage space and it s eems doubtful that por­aia9i on can be given for storage on United St~tes Government r eserva­
tions. This situation is being r e viewed to deterftine whether the Uni ted 
States , or perhaps Gr eat Bri tain, could take over these orders and re­
place l ater for Chinese account . 

BRAZIL 

The Br uilian Air Attache i s atte-pting to purchase $)0, 000 
worth of spare parts for l'fr1ght enaines. It sans to be an increasingl y 
difficult problem for foreign governments to place smnll orders. The 
advice bas usually been given to them to place the orders and a sk for 
a s early del iYery a s poasible on the theory that quite often a f irm 1& 
able to deliver sooner than proaisad when a sll&ll order happens to fit 
as e tag-end in a production schedule . 

The Clearance Committee is assisting t he Navy Department to 
provide information to the united States Naval Mission in Brazil on 
coats and sources for antiaircraft equipment tor Brazilian naval bases. 

I 
G8NFIDENTIAl 

- 2-
-~ Q (!_/ 27/ 61)' 



CDNFIDE''TIAb 

The Ordnance Co•dasion i s beeomi:cg increasingly active in 
placing orders and ia using the clearance system in effect tor Bri­
tish orders . The program tor the Netherlands-Indies ranka next to 
that of the British in ~oney value . 

Negot iations hnve been i.n progress tor several wooks to sell 
to the Netherlands-Indios some 4-inch and 7-inch &uns which are con­
sidered surJ)lus by t he Navy Depsrtrlent . The W..r Department reserved 
soce of these guns for possible use in the joint United States-cana­
dian progrl!.ll but has aince withdrawn its reservation. It ae ma probable 
that so2e of the 4-inch and 7-inch guns will be aold to the Nether­
lands Government. 

For the Clearance Co:uittee, 

CHARLES HINES, 
Colonel , u. S. Army, 

Chairman. 

II ooevelt LtbrUJ ., . ~ 
il~J . . •. ~ ... 0.11 (9/27/~8) 

}a\e- ?- L~ - 7 • 
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Report No , 56 , 

l.IEltORANWl! TO o 

SUBJECT a 

CONFI9ENT~l 
ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

WA.aHINGTON, D.C. 

l l i'J.n-• 

October 2, 1940, i'EGlf.S~;} !ED 

The Secretary of War 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Aseietant Secret ary of 1'lar 
The Aesietant Secretary of the 
The Chi ef of Naval Operatione 

l..~D l.l!H, b2CO . II i / l'l l'>t ) 

o.w- 7- 3<'- 1.. 3 

t:avyh- t iiP•· ~t)tl /~(.lie 
Foreign Inquiriee !or Production of Vunitiona, 

1 , In accordance with instruction• to submit from time to time a brief r eport on foreign inquir ies tor alilitary equipDtint , the following notes are madeo 

BRITISH PURCHASI: KG C<lllll!!SIO!l 

Action is in progreea to rel ease to the British Government the Sperry Gyroscope Company etabililed bomb sight of the o-1 design , It ie contemplated that the etocke on hand of thie bomb eight will also be turned onr to the Britieh and a priority give.n for future deliver ies, It should be uncleretood that this ie not the secret Norden eight , but i s a model for which the original verdon waa relee.eed t or export aale in 1936. 

The unueual eituation hae denloped that the Navy has found it neceuary to aek for a priority over Canadian order s for the delivery of 400 binocular&, This priority ie being granted by the Britieh Pur­chasing Cocmisaion, 

In a preYioue report r eference waa made to the eupply of 250 obsolete kon tanka to Canada , The IIOVtiUnt of theee tanlce ie in pro­gran at the preeent time, They are being made available from Rock leland Arsenal , ••ort lleade , l.la.ryland and Fort Benning, Georpa. 

In coru1ection wit h negotiation r equeat s !rom the Britieh Purchas­i .ng COI!Id. .. ion indicating the tir.e which they d .. ire to have cleared for the placement of their orders, it baa been found poaeible to furnish the nuea of other concerns known to the l'ar Depart.,.nt to ban available capacity which wUl not be needed for the War Department program, Senral namee have been thus turniahed ae the beginning of a procedure to sug­geet to the Br itieh good eourcce which are not being used tor the United States program, 

In pr eYious reporta, reterenoe hae been - d• to a project tor a proving gr ound. A auggeation wae received f rom t he Britieh to set up 

- 1-
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this praTing ground adjacont to tho Army praTing ground at Aberdeen, l.!aryland. This suggestion hae boon studi ed and the Brithb Purchasing Cocmieeion adviaed that a praYing ground in that area ia not practi-cable beeauao of tho pr obable interference with the Aberdeen Proving Ground. Tho suggestion W&e made that tha British consider anot her site in Penn­eylYania which baa been etudied by the Ordnance Department and will not be required for the Army program. 

Tho Government o£ Canada baa asked that 100, 000 r iflee be eup­pli ed from surplus at ocke. I n Yiew of preTi oue releasee of rifles and the neoda of our own program, it baa boon noceeeary to refuse the roqueat . 
In a previous report , reference wao "ado to t ho t esting of armod aircraft in this country by British flying personnel . Coneultation with the Secretary ot St ate indicates that there will be no objection on tho grounds of neutrality to ouch teating in aircraft owned by t he rr.a.Dufac­t urera . Tbia deci ai on will allow British inspection personnel t o teet the installation of guns and otbor o.nr.a.ments in the a ir. The flights mde under this authority will be aubject to appronl by the War or !:e.vy De­J)4rtmenta. 

NOR\'/ AX 
All noted in other report a t he GonMIIOent or Nonray baa asked for 1.ho eupply ot 21 4- i .nch gune from Navy surplus stocks. Action io in progreea to tranater theee guns t o the War Depa.rtment for diopoe&l to an intermodia.ry. 

The l:e.vy DeJ)4rtmont bae advieod that it ia prepared to mako avai l ­able from eurplua etocke for the Net berlandt' Government , 6o 4-inch guns and 3,000 ahell.e. Tbeoo will be tranaferrecl to the 'liar DeJ)4rtment !or the ueual action of ealo to an intermediary. 

A Wieaion fro• Iraq ie at preeent in Waehington attempting to buy a em&ll quantity of fiel d gune, emall arum, small arme ammunition and aircraft . All tbie Wieoion ia rather late in preeenting ito procur e""'nt requiremente, i t eeome probable that it will have great difficulty in plac­ing any orclere. 

fitll!!& 
Tba War DeJ)4rtment bae uked tho Preeident'e Liaieon CoorJ.ttee to approach the Chineoe Go~ornment f or t he r elease or 3501000 pounds of amall 

eolmi)~NltAl 
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arme powder now in ato~e a~ the duPont Ca.pany tor Cbiae•• aeceuat, J~ haa ~c~ touad tba\ t hi• powdar 1• .uitable for u. 5 . cartr16gea ~d that. t.htrit h a prt~d..; r.eod tor an illr-ediah 11.1ppl)' at tM Fr &rtktord Arunal. 

OlWUJ!S HI!.llS, 
Colonel , u. s. ~' 

CbAirNJ>. 

bar~tl •1 1). f·ue;• u•o' t !.ab.r.., 
OECW ~l'IED 
l.:fl) IHri. •aoo • ,.,.,t .. 
..... 7- iio-' 3 . 
,,_ ... . <?Mt t:~ 
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Report No 1 571 

l.!flWIWlWil TO o 

SUBJECTo 

~NFIBENTIAL 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C. 

Octobu 8, 1'}40. 0 Rooeenl\ Li .. rarJ rrnnll:l \ n · 

tn '' · BS\ f\ EO 
\ • O a (9/27/~1) \:ill i; l \ . ~2Q .• 

'nle Secretary ct War 7 • The Secretary ol the Nary Oate- 7 J. ~ f ~ 
The Aoeiet!lnt b cretary ot War ~_.a. 
The Aaaht&nt s;crehry ot the ~ttl!'•• TV­
The Deputy Cl\ief cf Sta.tf 
The Chief cr Naval Operations. 

Foreign lnquiriee tor Production ot L~tione. 

1, In aooordanoa with inetructione to oubmlt f rom timo to time a brief report on foreign inquirieo tor military equ1pment, t he follodng notae are madeo 

BRITISH PURCHA& NG COIIIIISSI 0~, 

Under the auatem of granting clearances for procurement nego­tia tione, one of the conditione i e t hat copies of procureaant contracta dll be furnished to the War Depo.rtn:ent by the Bri thh Purchaeing Coro­
miaeion ~ Several of thaea contracts have been received and it is ex­pected that there will be many IDOre as full compliance n t h this r equire­lllent pr ograeaea, Perhapa the 11100t 1ntereating of theae contracts 1a that betw .. n ths Herculea Powder Compo.ny and the Neor Jereey Powder Coar­pany. Thi e t r aneaction involves two cont racts , one or which providee $1 ,000,000 for the creation of the plant and a fixed tee as compensation, wl\ils the other io tor the production ot powder a.nd n.itro-caUuloee, In the pr oducUon contract, baee prices of 37-l/ 2 cents a pound f or powdsr produced from l inter• or 37. 23 cente a pound if produced !rom wood pulp are established, and there ie a further provision tor in­creaee or deer••• of price• for changes in the coat ot labor and •teriala. As to de<:rea.aaa ln price, the ooaopenaation dll neYer be below the base price . 

The Empire ordere placee, ae of September 21, 1940, tot&l $1, 795,000,000. Of particular 1ntereat in the lateat report !rOOD the Britiah 1e a capital c-ttO>ant or $20 0000 0000 to the PackArd llotor Company for production ot a.iroratt enginea. 

Reports on South African ordere continue to be recei ved ee­par&tely, The late at report indica he that the South African Gonrn­ment ie buying band tools from varioue euppliora , 390000 oil drums from Aaiatio Pet roleum Company and 5,000 r evolver• from Smith ! Weaeon, Inc , 

Conterencea have been held concerning a BriUeh requi rement tor binoculara. Since 10,000 binoculars are needed immediately, the War 
Department is atudying t he poeaibility of t urn.ing i n t his nwcber to 

- eerm6EHTI~t 
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Bausch l Lomb Optical Company in return for n~ binoculars to be 
supplied later. the question io yet to be decided whether 10,000 
binocular• can be epared without detriment to our own national de­
tense . 

the York Safe l Lock Co~any , a Yery r eliable producer in the 
past for the military departunta , baa recehed a contraot for .500 anti­
tank gun oarriagea. the National Pneumatic Cot!pelly hea the contract 
tor the gun tubea . there are rw10ra that 1.500 additional anti-tank 
guns are to be ordered. If thie h done, it will mean that the British 
are falling into line on the policy o! otandardi•ation announced by 
the llatiooal Defenoe Commieeion, u they hen heretofore insietsd that 
t heir 2-pounder anti- tank gun ia at leaot equal to that o! the United 
statu. 

Drawings for the mediwo tMkl which are to be ordered by the 
British are being aent to the Amerioan firma designated by them, Under 
diecuaoi on at the preeent time is alao the proposition that oooe of 
these u:edi11111 tanka will be produoed in Canada and it eeeu that the 
War DepartD8nt will look with faYor on auch production on the baeie of 
two-thirds of the total production in the United Statee and one- third 
in Canada, 

Aa referred to in Report No. 56, action is in progress to 
turn oYer to an intermediary 40 0-1 bomb eights and to allow priority 
for production of additional bomb eighto . Tho 0-1 type of bomb eight 
hao been rele&aad !or export aale to Oreat Brit ain . 

All obaol eto light tanka and Enfield r itleo recently turned 
oYer to the United States Steel Export Corporation !or Britieh and 
canadian aocount hen been daUYerecl to the intermediary. 

Initial contacts haYe been made by the Canadian Legation with 
e. rtew to oupply from aurplua Oonrnment etocke of 36 obooleacent 3" 
anti- nirora!t guna and a number of 10" guns f r oa the coast defenoea. 
this traneaot1on will be a part of t he joint Aa:orice.n- Canadian detente 
progrBJD. 

Contere nal8 with the Winchester Company indicate that the Bri­
tish expoot to dnalop production ot ••ll IU'1IIII ~tion with that 
finD !or 20, 000,000 a w11k in the , 303 caliber and 1, 000,000 to 2,000,000 
a week in the .SO caliber. lJe are into.,..d that the propoeed 20, 000,000 
rata for . 303 1o twice the t.arld lJ&r rate !or thie company. 

In a pr tYioua report r eference wao mado to an inquiry by the 
Government of Iran for rifles , anti-niroratt guoe and ammunit ion. In-

rr~lln D. ~ototYal t Li~ 

" ... ' t=O .f- GQPifJ~-'~+IAt 
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formation on poaeible suppliers ia being f urnished and the difficulty 
on t ime of del i very and actual placement of orders ie beine explained. 
It eeeme doubtful that any ordora can be placed by this Miaeion for oarly 
dolivory, 

For the Clearance 

CHARLES HINES I 
Colonel , U. S. Army, 

Chai.--n. 

' 0 lluo•••ol t L\brll.rf 

' . ~~ ..... 0 
5200 .9 {9/27/fli'1, 

Oa•e- 7 • L' ~ 7 ~ ~ 

.;.,;::.ato.re• ~& • ~ 
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f tpp[\ No. S8. 
0.\o'Mr 17, 1740, 0 Roo•• ••• \ " ' ....., 

t;f.G\.'~sS\f\EO 
\)~\) \)\R. otOO • \ ,,.,,..) 

n.o oor.t "rJ ot u 
Tho r,or•i•ry of' t he ~ovy :J• - ' 3 Tho hahtllnt. !itor t 1ary or Yu ~ , _ I )ftPI 
Tho A .. tet &llt Soerehry or t he H!lvy ('~ · 'nlo O.putr Chior of • t art s t _ ,.,. • • 
Tho Chlor of t;u aJ. Op.rd i ono. 

Porei~ t nqvtr1oo tor trodvci loo of ~ltloce. 

1. I n a•oordollee Ylth 1not ruot1or.o t o eu~t !'rote U.ao t o tiJM • britt report on t oroltP> 1n'lv1rl oo tor ..tlibr)' O<jllipcont , t ile tolloYln• noioo oro c:ado1 

Conlorer.ooo h&Yo b.,.n hold ln t ho peot n olr. wH h C.na11an r o­rrooontatiYoo COIIOOMUJ:,; t he .. hbUollall\ Of throe loadl •1& p~c te tor tldd ortillt17 a:amltion oDd t01<bo. 'nlo "ar Dt.rart..,n1 , .. oblo t o help tho Cc r.a.U1111o i n tllio probloa by furt~l.ahlq dreYin: • or tn ioal buil<li.qo required tor loadi ng pl a nh and to IUi:I Ut ' """"' of l ... t ral Auricano who n n be uoe<l u oonauUento. Tho Canadian revr onrt&th .. were '"atlr pl•o..t with t ho ...... ,..,,eo:.,nt o l>eoau .. t he y d .. l ra t o build tho r .. load1nl plant o t o oonf ora t o Un1t od &t atoo otond&rdo . It lo to be oxp£ct~ that further adYi oo wlll h~YO t o bo JlYon t o t hov • • t ho ocnotruotlon of t ho oo plan• • pr ocrooooa , 

Tha owtabli -"-eat or t u111t loo tor proof ot or dnanoo ~toriol lo beo .. Jnc Jreoal nc. Th• t ritioh «•p•ct to hove anmor pl~~o dtlivered troa 1 r ortuoUon iro t b• ,,..,, r .. t uro lllld are r.ood Yith t ho l a ok ot t ao111• doo tor tootin& t hb plat• • An or ioloJ. re'lYelt l.u l •en .-.o•ive<l t.y 
t~o W'er Dopartc~rr\ for t ho 1...,. of t wo 37 - '""" 1.0 an ••rlo••n rtra t o ha-t Britloh ........ nt and ....... r lato, 'nlio roquewt hal ar1ocn out or tho 1n11b1li~y or ~h• BrUh l\ to obi ill cuno t roll 'ngland for \hh pur• 
P~••• 

lll urs:ant r equewt llao been ovlaltte<l to t ho ar llepert•nt fer til• •up l y of 1 100C•10C() caliber , JO t raoer e•rtrldv;eo t r 011 _ ,. ruorv• otooko. H o ...... doulr\ Cul it t blo r~uoo• OGD ho cn-.t .U boo<ouao ot t ho 11a1h d otook or t hlo ty~ o! oanr1d&• ., ben.! , 

Oft oo• oral oocaoi ona rrlt l o~ ropree«nt~t l •oo hoYa ralood ~b• C!Uoot ion or ""1ns our Diotrlot orcantoot ion cor a dvl oe on 1uduot ri.al ph&ooe ot their proour-nt pr osruoo The Aodotllllt e eorwt • ..,. or 1 or lo •o•eldorl nc tho propoe1Uon h alloor th• llriU ... 1'\or ohuioll C~n1., to • ontor Ylt b D1otrlot Ciliata ar.d hovo aocoao h induatrlal iot- t1011 i n tho Diotrlct ortioooo 



G9NFIDENTIAL 

can&dian r equi r ... nt e under t he J oint 0./enae Boerd etudieo 
IU'e beln& r ood n d . I • edi ah requl r eM nto •••• to be f or fti&ht 10" 
' "'" 11'14 t hirty• lix 3" ll'lti-airarai t r;una, t osether with .-..itio11. 
6hpe aro tJ..r eady ill proareee t o .-ke GT&1lab1e t o t b<-a 10" CWJe f r om 
the aoaet dareneu and t hirty- au llodel 1918 ant1-e.ir cr att 1:"'1•• it 
t boae t ypae a r e aaaeptab1e . 

There hu been aom:o r elention ot tho at titude ot t he War D.­
partunt ton.rd t ho granti JI,II or l l aoneea to llll'luleature llbr<W.d . J'n or­
eb1e aot1a11 haa been t ateu in the laet week oonring t he - ....raoture 
or aircraft eqinee i n 1!1"1\&11 and Auetnlie , al>d conlideratiOD ie bein& 
Ch i D t o *"ufactv. of a1rt ....... o t or Lockheed and llartin a1rp11.1181 
i n CIUiadao 

l'rolillinary llt!p;otiation Reporte t or the Brit b h pr or;ru> ooatinue 
t o be r eeo1Ted 1D aonalderable nuaber. Onu or t he lerseet rooont ly 
reoe1Tod wae t or3000 J-3 t anko to be ntgot i a ted with Oeneral Kotor t Cor­
porat ion . 

W J]IH 

A ~wedioh or der tor 144 Vulhe airpl&l'l .. , w!Uoh waa cancel ed 
b ... a uee an export licenee ooul<l not be obtained , hae beo.n t akfln on r b:r 
tho l:r i tlell. 

Anot her &wodieh order with Sait h A ~eoeon r or 4300 machino r;une 
hae been adJusted by the r etura to Swed"" or the a;oney paid t o tho con­
t raci.or . The export lioenee tor theao ,una we ~anoaled and i t 1e \ll'lder­
etood t hat the Bri Uall IU'e to cet tllea. 

The Brltieh are aleo approaahine l i ncheetor Re~eating ftrma COD­
puy t o obtain a qU~J~UtJ or the 9 • .-n1Uon ror s .. tth A r .. aon c une 
wllioh ..... aloo • s .. dieh order. 

The Ubited 8t etee A~ it nogot i at 1n& f or Republ i c airplanoa 
which wan 011 order t or :Wedeo a.Dd oou.ld not be exported. 

Tbeoe traneutiooae p..,..tieall :r •-leto tho adJuat .. nt of the 
8wed1ell ol'llore. 



Th• Mether lude ll"'diee Ord.nanoe Couued on bae aekecl f or t he re­leaae of t he anti-tank -.ine ~Me1cnect lly t he Ar my and expect to place an or der t or about 20, 000 ol t heee llinee with • l ira 1n Detroit. 

t.:az1y necot iation requeet e are being reoe i Yed f i'OIII the Ca.:d•ll on for relatiYely ... 11 quant itiee of .arioue military ite.a . It i e doubt­ful if or dere oan be placed for t101t ot t}t., it•• covered by theee re­quoete and the ueual eourcee are not tadng any 1nter 6et in t hea. For the lar ger ordere, thb Comi .. ion doee not " 0111 to hl\n t he a uthority to JYf\lttt oapital oonait nte f or t he upandon of the f aeiliU ... 

Rep&ated r (queet e h"• • been r ooeiYed for eale of eurplua A~y ltlld t{&Y)' equi}Jment. To dllte U hae been 1JIIpoe ,.ible tor t hE< Ar•y t o make any equipment a vuilabb . Th• Navy ie ent e r tainin& a r equeat f or eome of the i r eurplu 4• and 7" ..,u.na. The pr • e ent eta~uo ia tbat t he Nother­l nnde I ndiee m.y be a bl to buy elllll6 of theee ~· 

Fl!JLAlW 

'fhe innhh Lesation h Yidentl:r liquidat !Ag aorne of the muni• tiona ordor a pllt.oed in t his count ry uuring t he '-&r with f. unin , pr in• ci~Uy t r e11Ch aorta r arnv urltion, ud it ie \ID<leretood that necotia tioaa a r e being carried on with the Ga.ernMent ot Chil e and Or eat Britain f or t he diepo~l of appr oximately 150, 000 r ounda or. t hia or uer. 

The Yi nne haye an order t or )o,ooo,oco 7. 62 mm oa riridce• with the ,. inch .. ter COIZpany. It 1e Wtder etood that t hey are att .. pt in& to f illd 'buyere for thie IU!IIlUlitioa. The type is a Rueaian oariridce in whi oh i t i s bol11Yed the Br i tish h&Ye no int1reet . I t s eems probable that t hf.lr e rill be oonaiderabl e diffioulty in clb poaing of t.hh order. 

The Vlar Departm.nt llade an effort to obtain by t r u .• r.r r ... the Chinese an order tor 175 t...a of ~l ..,... powder t o fill an ~~rcen\ ne ed at. i nutkt ord ArHnal. The Chineee, howner, woul d Dot • •ll tbh powder and it M. aiAoe been oOYered -., an ex.pon lioenae. 

soupt AWffiiCAH courrram 
Inqui r 1e4 a r e beinc reoe1Yed troa .ar ioue ~ovth Amerioan oountriee t or relatiYely ... 11 quantitiee ot .uattioae of differeD$ tJPI• • Ae a rul e Tory l i ttle onoourasece.t fer t he eupply or tho .. r equeete ean be •Jt ..td JP )COf.UII of the i m ..Uat.o neecla or ~ UD1te4 Sb t ee and Or eat. Sri-t a b · • . ,. 1 

t ': ~- . J1~i1 
For t }W C:l~• C011ai:tt- - .A-v " "'-""' u.-cu-- ---~-
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lii:-140RAIJDUIJ TO 1 

SUBJECT a 

CONFIDENTIAL 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C. 

October 25, 194C, 

rront lln o_ Roo•e•el t Librarr 

'!'ho Socr atnry of 'llor 
The Sccrotnry of the ll11.vy 
The Assistant Socrctery of ~ar 

DEGU ~S1FIE.O 
000 IJIK. 5~tu <•fa7;6ay 

The Assistant :.ecrotery of tho !levy ., ~ _,. • 
The Deputy Chief of Staff -oate- , -~f- , ".d 
The Chief of J;avlll Overa tions. 

Si &n&ivl_. yJJJ. , 
For eien Inquiries for Production of IJunitions . .. ; 

1 . Jn accord, nco with instructions to submit from time to 
time a brief r eport on foreign inquiries for ~litary equipment, 
the following ootoe ar e ~dea 

BRITISH PU?.CllASp.G CO'l!!ISSIOII 

The need for a pr oving gr ound instal lation for the test i ng of 
Br itieh or der s is becoming mor e pr eooing. The !lr itish Puroh,.eing 
Com111ieeion is studying the establishment of a long ro.nge fi ring prov­
ing ground and local fecili t ies at various plants. The pr oject whi ch 
aoor~ to be cost seriously considered at the present tine ie for 
United proving facilitieo et the York Safe ! Lock Corr_·any, York, Penn­
eylvatda, for testing light arcor plate, 37 mm guno , and 37 mm armor 
piarcing llll>llWlition. It seems probable that the l'iar Department '11111 
oleo have fecilitiee at t his pl ant and diecussione arc in pr ogr eso to 
dotorruine whether a basis can bo r oached for t he joint uoe of facili­
ties ~o be devel oped by this company. 

A rumor waa r eceived t hat the Briti sh ere having acme difficulty 
with small arws ~~unition pr oduced by ~erican factories . Invoet iga­
tion r evealed that a considerable quantity of . 303 ~unition would not 
function in the Br en IUlchine gun. Several l ots had been accept ed with­
out firing in a machine gun of this type because no gun wua available . 
Tho British or e inveotigating t he at epo necessar y to overcoc~ thie dif­
f iculty, Apparent l y the ammuniti on ie not at fault since i t woa ~ado 
accor ding to specifict<tions. 

The whole output of the Smith I Wesson factory ia being devoted 
to production or eub-machino guns and deliveries ar e considerably de­
layed. I t is underetood that about 2, 000 guns wer e due for delivery 
laet J uly and t hat nono wer e deliver ed . These pr oduction diff)cultles 
a r n being o'lerconJe and it is expected t hat t ho company will soon bo de­
liveri ng in quantity, 



.. .JriDENTIA~ 
Previous r t f t rencea have been Gada to the pr oject f or de­vel opin& lcadine plants in Canada. The drawing~ for plo.nt bulldin&s had been furnished to the Cvnadiano and arranf!&rrent,., aro being u:ade t o allow r epr caentativeo of the C•nadian govert.Jrent corporal.ion, ch rged with l oading plante, to visit Pica~inny Aratnel and obtain additional information. 

Tho \'lor Depart,.,nt has dir1·eted the chiefs of t he supJ lY branches to study the prRcticabili ty of cooperation by the dietriute wit h the lir itiah Purchasing ConW.aaion in the place<.ont of the British procura~ent program. It is expticted that tbia cooparntion will r esult in the use of a groat many firot claao facilities by the Br i tigh which are not now employed in tho American program. 

Recent act ion by the President in appointing a Prioritieo Board raiseo the ques tion of the place of Br itish ordors in the genera l priorities picture which must be considered by this Board, It seees probable that the British will pr •eent their viewe to the Board &Ild r equeet that Br itish needs be given definite priority r atings , 

The question has been raised a s to tho uee of ~rican govern­cent inapectora in plants produci11g identical items for both Br itish and American account , This matter is being studied t o determine whe­ther arrangeJ:Jente for ineJJ&ction of ordnance itrcs on a joir.t b"-ai• so~ewhat sicilar to that in the aircraft engino factories can be eotab­liehed. 

The Bri tish orders in this country now total f2 1 200, 000, 0CO, A rea~e of these order s by categories , as of October 12, 1940, ie attached to this r epor t . 

One hundred and ten (110) Republic Airplaneo, for which an ex­port l i cense wee refused, have boon r equieitioned f or Army usc in ac­cordance wit h the provisions of the Act of October 10, 1940. 

Consideration is being givon to a similar r equisition order for two hundred and eleven (211) engines. 

FIJ!L,\ND 

The F'innish Legation is taking steps t o sell ~r.uni tiona noot in production in thie country. It is understood that the Chil ean Govern­ment is negotiating to purchase eome of the trench mortar shell now on Finnish or der . The Jletherlande East I ndies io also int ereeted in se­curing oo~e of thoeo ehells. So far a s known there has beon no i nterest in a large order for 7, 62 rifle amnunition at the Ui nchoator Repeating Arms Company. Becauee of the Eur opean blccke.do the Finne havo not been able to obtain British navicerts f or shipment to Petsar~ . 

J'rantlln D. lleoenelt Liln'UJ " ~ .,.,..,flED 7·1-t-7• 
u.,~ ..... b200.9 cf%ff5a) CONFIDENTIAL 



The Government of Ir"n i s attcoptin& to obtein a considerable 
quantity of al uu.inum for its airplane f actory. It seoms proboble 
that their r equirements can not be supplied bcc~ueo of the noode of 
American f actories . 

The Tranian r opr oeontative for or dnance and comll'crcial pur­
chaees , is nOIV in co,.tact with Amer i can !CSnufncturers . He 11 being 
auieted by t ho local ropreocntative of the t:armon- Herrir<gton Coo.po.ny , 
which has had JW.nY dealings in the paet with the Govor nz:tent of I ran . 

Jnclosure o 
(Swlll!llir y of Ordor a , 

10-12- 40) 

CHA."IES lllhl:S , 
Colonel, U. S. Army, 

Chairnan. 

frcntlln D. Roosevelt Libr &rJ 
I '" .. lED 

L ' • 

Ouu u .•• ~:>~oo .9 (9/ 27t5•> 

Date- ?- >f- 7• 

S\ ll;l'la tun - )vR· 



SUMI.!AftY OF ORDERS PLACED !lY THE 
BRITISH EJ.;;>IP.E TO A:lD Il!CLUDUJO 

OQ','OBER 12, 1940. 

Classification Total 

1~ I Airframes 675, 548, 916 .42 
2 . Air plane Engines 1.06,319,028. 58 
J , l Airplane Accessor ies l.l, 994,592.92 

l, .

1 

Tot~ Airc raft P...;':..:'O:..:d::u::c.t::.s=---------::1!..:., 1:~2:.:3:.1,.:8.:.6.:.2 '"'5:.:.3:..:7.:.·.:.9.;;..2 ! 

5. Machine Tools 1 ?6, 665, ?89 . 75 
6 . Chemical War far e ll.aterials 194,275. ?? 
? . Explosives and Propellants J6,249,lo&.02 
a. Ammunition 100,996,1.22.60 
9 . Ordnance Equipment 9?,18l ,L,6J . 5J 

10 . Tanks & Tank Equipment 59,882, 955 .80 
11. l!otor Vehicles J5,2JS,238 .16 
12 . Iron & Steel 199,560, JJ 4. ?8 
lJ . Non- Ferrous Metal ?3,608, 192.?7 
14. Textiles and Clothing Incl . Shoes 4, 8?4, 135 .32 
15 . Foodstuff s and Tabacco 21, 997, 109 .96 
16. Petroleum Products 4?,497,6t,;.lJ 
17. Animal s 
18. Ships 
19 . ' Communications Equipment 
20. Ti mber 
21 . All Other 

r 
22. I Total Non- Aircraft Pr oducts 

23. I Grand Total Conmtodi ties 

24 . J Capital Assistance 

125.1 Grand Total 

hiUit ., 

I,J , 62), 086.10 
7, 940, 082.)3 

2?,59), 111.85 
27, ?56, 885 .?? 

960, 858, 835.64 

2,084,721,3?3. 56 
----- ---"·-.0.---·--

122,?38, 62? .64 

2,20?,460,001 . 20 
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Tho 'lh1 t o llouao 

! noloeed lor tho 1ntonoat 1oe ol tho Pnol .. nt 
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Robert P, l"a'hnoe, 
Tho Aooletant Soor•••rJ ol War. 



R&port llo . 6o. 

!:l:llORAIIDU!' TO I 

SUBJECT• 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINOTON, D. C. 

October 31, 1940. 

The Secreh.ry of Tar 
The Secretary ot' tho llavy 
The Under Secretary of the !lavy 
The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secr et ary of tho 
The Deputy Chief of StaJ'f 
The Chief of Naval Operations . 

rrnnklln D. Rooeevel t Libr&rJ 

p, ; ~."'~IFJED 

Oru L •• :. s2oo.9 cs/ 27/fil) 

Foreign Inqul r ie• for Production of Uunitione. 

1. In accordance wit h instructions to submit f roo time to 
t~e a brief repor t on f oreign inquiries for military equip~ent, 
the following notee are made• 

BRITISH PURCHASIIlG CCJ.~'ISSIOtl 

Information has been received that a Ship f.lission has a rri ved 
in thie country. This llission will study the construction of 6o t ramp 
steamships of about 10,000 tons and of 10- 1/2 knot speed. It consists 
of four officials of f~lish shipbuilding concerns. It is understood 
that the Bri tish rurchaeing Commission wil l place contracts for this 
Uission. Furthermore, the Miss i on ie expect ed to work in cloee cooper­
ation with Sir Walter Layton, representative o! the ~niatry of Sup l y 
and the Briti sh furchasing Commission, A general survey will be ~de 
init ially. It is expected that the U&ritime Commiss i on will be asked 
to cooperate in tho placing of the orders for ships. 

An inter est has been developed in the ~l2A4 lie;ht t ank, whi ch 
is the Army standard model. ~'he Br itish Tank !.!iaoion hae asked that 
technical information and photographs be furnished so that a study can 
be aade of tho appli cabili t y of thle type to Br itish needs. 

In connection with the Joint Defense Program wi th Canada, a r e­
quest baa been received that the War Department ~ko available 36 3- inch 
anti-aircraft gune, Model 1918 and 8 10- inch guns f rom surplus stocks . 
Priorit y tor supply of 12 caliber .50 anti-aircraft gune and a emall 
quantity of wrtnunition has also been ro<tueated. The 10- inch guns must 
be r emoved from the coast defonseo if t his proposition ia f i nAlly ap­
proved . The nnti-o.ircraft guns ar e of the obaoleocont Model 1918 typo 
and could be ~de a vail able in the quantity deoir ed. 

An order f or 100, 000, 000 co.liber , 2? long r ifle cnrtridgeo has 
been plactd with the l.incheater Repeating Ar~ Company. It is under stood 



-GONFIDENTIAI:a 

that t ho l!ritiah uee this ~=unition for trP.inin~;, purpoeea in f•Uch the G81te .. anner aa i1. ie used in the United Stat.ee Ar"'"f . 

Advioo ha e baon given t o the Comtnledon that any progr 11m for the procurecent of ensee should not be delayed nJiy longer . It hls been emphaei1ed that ~Y of those gagee wi ll r equir e a lon~ time to pro­duce and that pr ospective or der e for them should be coordinated with the Uni ted Statee pr ogram which involves considerable expansion of tege plante. I t soo~a probable that a confer~rce will be held in tha near fut.uro with r.ar Departm£nt ~ ersonnel concerned with the gage program to furnish advice to the Br itish for the initiation of thei1· progran . 

Tho ne-• pO\Vder plant at l'ccphis ie pr ogr eaeins ~rore rapidly than wee anticipated . It eeema that i nit i al product i on 'Ni ll be poseible i n December. Origi na l expectations ..-er e that this plant would not be in production befor e Febr uary , 1941. I t will be r ecalled that the plant wae initi ally laid out for e .. okeleas powder only, but that later i t wee decided to add high explosive unite as well . 

The War Depart~cnt i s aeeieting tho Co~eeiou with euggeetiono ae t o e r ocord system for technical info~Ation . A great dea l of tech­nical i nfor mation hue been furnished to the Con~ole eion and it hae be­
cc~e evident that a well or ganized cethod for keoping and issuing the inforr.ation should be develored. The r ecent autho1·ity from t he rlar De­par tment which permits the Br iti uh Purchasing Conunissi on to copy drawings and specifications officially issued to the Comdeeion hae emphas ized tho need for a eystom. 

Requests for techn i cal help and many purchase negot iati on requests continue to bo r eceived . The pr eeaur e of busineee in the ':"ar and r:avy Departlllenta hae unfortunately caused delaye at tit.oe in f urnishing inl'or ­=tion . Son.e of t he Br itish per sonnel at times dieple y impatience but a r e gradually being convincod that eomo del ay ie inevitable under ~roecnt conditions. 

The War Depart ment h studying further aeaiet ance to t ho Br itish Pu.rchaoing Connis aion through use of the diet r ict of:'iceo . It is ex­pected t hat the use of infor~tion in diet r ict offices under rules to bf eatabliehed by t he chi efs of the bureaus concer ned will enable the Br i ­tish t o dea l with first class firlllll not empl oyed in t he Uni t ed States progr iUII. 

An enlarged pr ocurement pr oer 81Jl for air c 1·aft i nvolving 3050 additional airplanes 1e under colloidet•ation. Clearance fo r product i on fro~ exist i ng aourcea without plant expansion aocma to bo t he curr~nt view of the matter. Thi s means pr oduct i on during the period Carch t o J uly 1942, a period beyond tho pr eeont Unit ed Stat oe and Br itish pr o­
gr &JtA. 

t~an&ltn D. Kooaevelt Ltbrar 1 

DEGlASSIFIEil --- - -



Steps are being taken to turn over to an intt rr.ediv.ry 21 
4- inch llo.val e;uno for l:or.~<gian account . The br ithh Pw·chaa1J1ll 

:o""'io~iou is willluz to handle thie t runaactiou , ueirog ito oo11trnct 
with the United Stahe Stool ~~•port Corporation, but •·oporta havo 
bt.cn t·ccoived that this firlll ray not choose to aecopt the exchar.ge 
for eventual aupply to Nor way and ~hat it uny boeoce ~ec<oaary to 
eo~k another intorcediary. 

In a proviouo roport it wn 1 noted that the Government o!' li'Dn 
ie atterupting to put·ehnse a suppl y of 11luminwr. for ito aircraft 
factory , Action has been taken objeetin& to supply until after tho 
Ur.ited Statoo doz:JOetic p ro.-;r "" is cot.J~lotc. Tho doroetie progrolf in­
eludes foreigr orders in U. S. pl~nta . 

SC<m! .\..DUCAl COU!.TRIES 

Several of tho visiting of:'ie•r o from South Anericen R£publl ce 
havu been r eviewing tho poasibilitiee of obtaining artt.nrr.(lnt in this 
countt·y . !nforn.ation as to poooiblc sottrces and frnnk advice as to 
ltncth of tir.e to obtain deliveries have been furni&hed . 

For tho Clearance Cor:mitteo , Aray i t.avy .. WlHione Board• 

'I"Plm.l-1 h ". ll~&~l t t tbnn 

•. 'J 
00 J (9/2?/~8) 

" ·-

.. /.~ 

CHARLES HINEG , 
Colonel , U. S . ArMy, 

Chairan. 

t 
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GQNFIDENfiAe. 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

r.ovor.ber 8, l'j40. 

~ •port l.o , 61 . -
PTnnkltn D. Roosevelt L1br&rJ 

IJJ-1!CRAJIDUI! T01 The Secr otary of "'o.r 
The Secr etory of tho llovy r ·' ~lED 
Tho Under Sucrotary of the llavy 
The Assistant Secretary of ~ar 
The As oiato.nt Secretary of the 
Tho Deputy Chl~f of Staff 

' . 
.J • • ~200 . 9 (9/27/51) 

SU!:'JYCT: 

llavy 
Date-

The Chief of r.aval Operations . 
SIJnll ttU'e­

Foreigr. Irquid ea f or Production of !!unit> Ol>s , 

1 . In accor dtmco with inatructione to sul:cit fret· tit'lC to 
tir:'O a brief r eport on l'oreip:n inquirice for mill t ary equip"'cnt , tho 
l'ollO'orin notes a r e .-.ado: 

fRITISH Ptfl\CHASI!:G COJJ!,!ISSIO!I 

Oiling to difficulty of procuring binoculars f:·om tho oxioting 
cor.•ro rcinl sour ces the Con• ieaion ho.e given a cont ract to tho lny Oil 
l!urnor Conj,any , Baltimor e for 40 ,000 binocula r s . Capital aeeistcnco to 
tho amount of ~200 ,000 19 beine provided. This fir m has nov~r pr oduced 
binocul a rs but sec"-s to be oobil1zin" qualified techni cPl aaaietal'ce 
~ld has obtained pcr~asion to visit Frankfor d Arsenal for consultations, 

Because of the prossing ne~d for binoculars ther e haa been a 
proposit ion by the Briti eh that the r.ar Depart~ent r elease eo~ or ita 
atocko and in return r eceive an order for future 1- roduction frorr E.o.uach 
l Loab Cytical Co~any . Thia necotiat i on has r eached the stage wher e 
t ho tlar DepartcEnt han offer ed to release 10, 000 binoeularo in return 
for 10 , 000 of t he latest model to be pr oduced by the Bauech &; Lo".b Optica l 
Com)'any , As this t r ansactiou involveo payin;· the pr i ce of now binoculars 
fo:· ueed binoculars which will bo turned over to them, tho llritbh Pur­
chasing Con•n1sRion is considering whothor the need justifieo puyine; c 
ruthLr hoavy pr emiuJt for obtuinina illll .. edinte del i very from U. S. stocks . 

Diecueaions have continued conc erni ng t ho pr a cticability of 
cOOJ!orntion betwe~n Anorican and Br itish inspect i on serviceo in plants 
r roducing identica l iteCJS on Br itish ond United St atoo or der s . The Br i ­
tish ar e parti cularly anxiouo to take adv~tage of the Aa.er ican inspection 
eervicce and it sec~ probable that something can be worked out to tho 
n>utll#l a dvantage of both gove•·~nte in those plants wher e identical it81:18 
are on order. 

Tho propo•ition to develop lir.itod proving ground facilitiee 
at the York Safe ! Lock Co~pany for joint use by the Unit ed Statea and 
Cr~nt t r itoin is progreasin& aatieftlctorily. Tho cocpany 1a acquiring 

.. , .. 



GONFIDENTIAl 
lend Md other faciHtioe needed aud it 1e expec~ed that a provine ground 
suitable for tt.etine ol' a rmor plato, 37 a:m .\ . J- . e.zrr:un tion and 37 lfJ gune 
will be finally devvloped vhich c~n a l ao be used on a service reo baeie 
by the British. 

It ie unde retood that the t r itiah are negotiating with the 
Fino ieh Lo3ation t o t a ko over an order for 50,0CO, OOO caliber 7. 62 mm 
cartridges now in production at "inchentor Repeating Arms Company. It ie 
not known wher e tbe British expect to get the guns to uee this amnunltion, 
but it ie aaeumed that Russian rifles or ''axim .;une eh!ll"bor·ed for thla 
type t.'lvl' been obtained. 1f the Fin ·e eell thiG emll at'l::ll a=uniti on, 
the transaction will be allfoet the laet in a aeries liquidati ng the r uni ­
tio 11 order s pleced at th6 til:.e of the Yi nr.o-!\useian .. ar . 

Arranger.on te huvc beo. cor.IJ)let od to tr<tde o priority for the 
delivny or 26 B- 24 bor ber s in r eturn for 274 encinoo . 

The Cann.dio.ne a rv planning to produce t be l.lod' l 1919 A- 4 t ank 
machi~e ~uns in Cor~da at the firQ of John Inglis , Ir.c ., ~oronto . Thic 
i e ouc of t be btGt .irlf.!l in Canada and the-...,. llcpartto.nt is ~ivin con­
cideration at the f rceont time to porcdeeion for pr oduction of this &un by 
John Inglis , Inc . It micht be added that this type of machine cun i~ r e-­
quired for the 1-3 tank pr ogr am whi ch will be carried on both in tho Unite d 
.>t atoo nnd C&.ne.dn. 

The AJ:.el'icon Locot otive Co"r,any which will r roduce the t:-3 t~tnk 
for tho Er itish haa ~~ked ~erciseior to interct~ee druwings f or thie ta~k 
wi~h ita subsidiary in Ce.nnda , l.he .'or.t rc"l Lococotht Co•r.any, which will 
also hove an order tor those tabks fro~ the British. 

Refor once has been o:ade in proviouu reporte t o authority which 
hu been grcmtsd t o tho Br itish Purchasing Commieo;ion to copy drawin ;e a11d 
apocifications officilllly supplied by tho War Departn ~nt fo r usc in thei r 
proouro~ent a ctivi tiee . This authority hae been of &r &at advant age to the 
~ritioh and they are now finding it possible to r roccod tor~ rapidly with 
thdr procurement 01•erations . 

One of the greateet dif ficultiee at the pr oecnt time is in fincir.g 
sourcoo for the production of fire cont r ol inatrWLttne. This problr m ie 
not enti r ely confined to the llri tiah Purchneing Cononoieeion, as the Utoitod 
~tates procurement of thseo inotrunento ie also proving difficult . It 
ao<r a probcble th'<t eonoe equitabl e arre.ngoments will havo to be wo rlcod out 
1Uher oby tho british •111ll be aasistcd in getting their ehare of the avail­
able facilities and a participation in any new facilitioe which 11ay be 
crt;;tttoc . 

llOJl'.iAY 

In pr oviouo l'Aporte I rer~ronco has been rr.nde t o the disposal to 
Uorwuy or 21 4- inoh Naval guna . This nellotiation has r~achod ~he ehge or 
c!enliroz with an interredia ry . The York Sllfo 4o Lock Comt any hno consented 
to act ae an inter~ediary without profit to itself . I t ~u i nte.dod to us~ 

rrar.slln D. Rooee• elt Ll~ 
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the United Stat.ca Sttel Expo:-t Co.-po.-ntion, but hla fi .-r did not ace 
ih 11. -; clenr to acct pt thia additiot.ol business. 

The disposal to tho llothor lends East Indioo of 60 4- !Mh I.L vul 
and 2u 7- inch r.nwl guno , tur urd ove•· by the r:nvy to tho Arrr.y l'o t· pu•·poooo 
of oxch'lllt:e for llethrs·lanus !ndics account , has progr11eood to tho poit•t 
of eolect i on of an i nt<ll't odit r y. 1'hc York Sofe & Lock Cor•J!Iny hna egr cod 
to a ccept this Mcha••ge . It 1ot unde.-atood that t he llethQrlnnde <~ulhorltics 
m'l.y d~eire to have thesr guns ovcrhnulod befor e ehitn.ont und it ~'-lt J·ro­
bt.i.lc that the York Ssf~ 6. Lock Cor onny will l:.e civen the Job of ovorh" tl ­
ir • .; th· ac guns . 

A state~ent ~~~~ be(n received frao. tr.e Gover~ent of Veno1uel~ 
cov• rir . ., the e.rmr:eht which it woulC: like to obtain for O<JUip ent of !'our 
iufnntr y divisions . Thie r t>queat ie 'tdnv studied et the Fr eoc11t tiJre. 

A "iliCP.l. mor. 6. S'l'F'EL It;S1'JTUTE 

The Amer i can !ron ~ Stool !nstituto has submitted n r oport aa of 
Cctobor l , 1940 vthich ill boAod ou information from 114 cor,paniea . Thia 
shows that export of iron and steel of diffe1·ent cate~;orioe f o r the next 
four montho will total 1 , 823 ,000 tons in acco rdance with Unitod Stilton 
BJlecifications and 177 ,OCO tono ir accordance with for eicn apociricntiona. 

SCV:Oi Y- ':Ao::}JUll CIL CCl'PAVY 

The Soeony- \'ccwm 011 Corr 'Uly has furJlished e for ecl\at of ita 
business for the four th quar 'or of 1940 and a steter~mt of ehi)'tcr.ta 
coverir~ a thir d quarter for l94C . The c~st si.;nifieant thinu about the 
ehiit~nto for tho thi r d qun1~or of 1940 ie tho large quantity 01 ~otrolouw 

pr oducts ser.t to Jop'ln. In the forocaet fo r t he fourth qu'lrtflr 1 it ie 
not~d that Japan is e~ain t ho henvioot buye r . 

For tho Clearsnco Co"~ttoo , Army 

2CO 9 ( 9/ll?/611) 

ht J- :Lf- ?o 

.. 

CHA!UES hlllES 1 

Colonel , ,U. ~ . Arr.y , 
Chni r~re.n . 

.. ..... _ .. __ 
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Report No . 62 . 

J.!EtiORANDUU TO: 

SUBJECT : 

.-e6NPID!NfiA~ 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHI NGTON, 0. C . 

November 15, 1940 

,, , ,; • , D. Rooae·1el t LibrarJ 

r. . ""~ ::n 
The Secretary of ~ar 
The Secretary of the Navy • 5200 . 9 (9/27/58) 
The Under Secretary of the !Javy 
The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 

NaJi,.ate - 7 .. ,_f-71 
Signature- ~~ The Chief of Naval Operations 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of !ntnitions . 

1 . In accordance with i ns truct i ons to submit f rom time 
to time a br ief report on for eign inquiries for military equiponent, 
the foll~ning notes ar e made: 

BRITISH PURCHASING CO!J!.q SSION 

There are being broueht t o this country samples of the 
Frazer- Nash and Boulton-Paul types of airplane turret s , together with 
personnel to demonstrate these modern British t ypes . These turrets 
vlill be sent to Wright Field and t he t ests on them carried on at 
that station. The !Jilitary Attache in London i s so well impress ed 
with the performance of these turrets that he r ecommends manufacture 
in the United States •tli thou t delay. 

Samples of moder n British artillery have arrived i n Canada 
and will shortly be transferred to t he Aberdeen Proving Ground for 
tests by the United States . A detac)lment of British pers onnel to 
demonstrate this armament bas arrived i n Canada. It is expected 
that they wi.l.l shortly proceed to Aberdeen Proving Ground . Several 
captured German bomb sight s will also soon be available for examina­
tion. 

A r equirement for the manufacture of approximately one 
million rifles has been r eceived . The British contemplate the pro­
duction of the short Lee- Enfield r ifle on these orders . The British 
will doubtless soon request that the rifle manufact uri ng plant at 
Rock I sland Arsenal be leased t o a comnercial firm for production on 
t hei.r r i fle requirements . It is understood that the Remington Arms 
Company has been appr oached to act as operator of the plant if it 
can be obtained i~m the United States Government . 



This plant can produce 1000 Spri.ngf'ield rtnes in a 24- hour day . It 
s eems doubt ful however , that it could be converted to the production 
of the Lee- Enfield without considerable modification of the present 
tool set- up . 

The British Purchasing Commission is now assistinr t he Dutch 
and the llorwegiana in thei r procurement . This assistance is taking 
tho form of directing the rather small requirements of t hose two 
countries i nto plants producinc large orders for the Brit ish . It 
seeas pr obable that the next s tep •lill be to co-ordinate t he procure­
cent for Greece_ in the s&lll8 way. Insofar as the United States 
Goverment is concerned, it would be very desirable it the British 
ar e able to take charge of the requi rements of their Allies and place 
their order s for them. 

An interest in the Army Light. Tank 112JJ. is developing and i t 
seems probable t hat an order for at least 200 of this type will be 
t he subject of nerotiations in the near future . 

In crder that the Br itish may obtain the advantages of earlier 
pr oduc tion of small armor pierci ng projectiles, a conference has been 
arranged which r:~ reSult in placeeent of or ders by the British in 
plant s which are already s lated to produce large quantities of these 
projectiles for the Army . This conference is reearded as a prelude 
t o other s which will progressively co-ordinate the llri t ish and American 
or dl\llnoe programs t o the mutual advantage of both countrie~ . 

An officer of the ~ar Depar tment visited the British PurchasL~ 
Commission in t:ew York last week to advise on the methods of safe­
guarding drawings and other information, and of distr ibuting thi s in­
formati.on to contractors . The purpose of the visit was mainly to see 
that United Stat es drawings and specifications officially i s sued to 
the British are being safeguarded and controlled i n their distribution 
in a proper ::>anner. It was found that the methods in use aro fully 
adequate f rom every st andpoint . 

Some pre:~sure has been exerted i n the pas t mont h on t he 
British Purchasing CO~ssion to obtain fro= theQ a complete procure­
ment protram. This infor=t ion is needod by our Oovern:nent particularly 
for machine t ool , raw material , and other basic studies . It seems 
probable that the British will shortly furnish the program desired. 

Copies or British contracts are being received . In return, 
the Bl"i tish have asktid for copies of United States contracts exceed­
inf, ~5 , 000 ,000 . 00 . It has not yet been settled whether we will fUr­
nish them with copies of our contracts . 

A negotiation r equest. has been submitted for 6o ships to 
cost approxiJr.ately +96, 000, 000.00. These ships are to be of 10, 000 
deadweight tons . 1\ew shipyards will have to be built and .... are 
informed that these shipyards will be built i n localities approved 
by the Maritime Commission . There is o poss i bility that the number 

rr ~ • • ~D. R?Oeevel t Li-r&rJ 
!1 7: ~~..- i'onna•r-nu•ai'W'!l a. 



of ahips,may bo later inoroasod to 1?0. 

The Secretary of 11ar has directed the Chief of Ordnance to 
take the necessary action to exchange with an intcr=ediary for the 
account of The Netherlands I ndies , si.Xty 4" t;aval Ouns and twenty 
? " Naval Guns . These guns were turned over to the Anny by the Navy 
for disposition. 

NOR:IIAY 

In previous r eports reference has been made to the exchange 
11i.th an intermediary of t"'er.ty-one 4" r:aval Ouns for the account of 
Norwcy. Four of these guns have been delivered to a llorwet;ian vessel 
wllich will ro to Antarctica and 'IIOur.t them on whalin · ships now in 
that area. The reJ:I8ininc seventeen guns will be sent to Canada for 
oounting on r:orweldan merchant ships . The York Safe & Lock Company, 
of York, Pennsylvania, is handlinr this t ransaction as inte~.ediary . 

SOUTH Al'lo:T!ICA!c REPUBLICS 

A board has been appointed to develop a policy and a plan 
for aid in the armament of South American republics . 

For the Clearance Co:nittec, Arm,v & 1:avy l!uni tioru~ 3oard : 

, 1 n. R· ' ""volt Libra.rJ 

' 

ff't !lH O.Il (9/2?/f;K} 
CHARLES HU1ES , 

Colonel , U. S . ~. 
Chairman. 

I 
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R~port llo, 63. 

llf.IIORANDU! I '1'0 • 

s Ull.ITC'l' l 

# OONFIBENTIA~ 
AAMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

rm~ember 28, l94C. 

Tho Secretnry of War 
The Secr etary of the t:nvy th ~ i_ ••• 5200 .9 (9/27/5'i) The Under Secr etary of the Novy 
l 'he Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Sucretery of the 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chief of ti&val OperMions , 

Navy Qate- ?• -,.Jf-?e:J 

s 1 cna t ure- "",&:l-
Fore1&n I r quir ies for J reduction of L'unitione. 

1 . In accordance with instructi ons ~o subnit f r om ti~o to time, 
a brief r eport on for eign i nquiri es for cilitary equip~ent , tho follow­
ing notes are nade• 

BRITISH PURCHASI!lO C O!.ll.!ISSI ON 

A Canadian request for fifty (5'0) 4-inch naval g un o hne boon 
r eceived. These guns a r e intended for the armament of anti- oubmo.rine 
vesocl e and mine sweeper s fo r North American defense, I nformation has 
aleo been r eceived that t he attmuni tion suppl y for these gw1s will be 
handled by t he British Purchasing Corr.miasion in coujunction with tho 
noode of the Dutch and Norwegi an Governments . I t ~~11 be recalled that 
both of these Governments obtained surplus 4- inch naval guns and the 
proposition is to consolidate the r rquir ements for ammunition and pl ace 
one order with Ar.eri ct'n canufacturors. 

Decision has been r eached t o release t wenty (20) 5· 17-C heavy 
bombers to Cr oat Britain. It ie oxpected t hat these bombers will be 
furnished befor e January 1941, and will be fully equipped for sorvico 
whon delivered. A quantity of bombs equival ent to twenty (20) mieaions 
per ship per month is a lso included in this t ransaction. The Sperry 
bomb eight will be used, The supply of these twenty (20) bomber s ie 
additional t o a priority of delivery for twenty-six ( 26) B- 24 consoli ­
dated bombers . The net r onult ie that t he British will obt ain forty­
s ix (46) heavy bomber s not later than the spring of 1941. 

The orders pl aced for the British Empi r e a r o gradually irrc reas­
ing. The foll~ing shows the eituation in tho lest r eport r ecei ved• 

Aircraft 
Other 
Capital Aaet . 

TOTAL 

~1 ,253 ,004 ,560. 95' 
1,168 ,794, 925' . 65' 

137 ,841, 5'14. 98 
$2,5'5'9 , 641, 001. 58 



• ear~FIDENTIAL· 
A study ie being 7ivcn in tho ~Jar Departc:ent to t ritieh 

prograrea deaignated (A) and (B). Theee programs are for ~round troop 
&r~ent a11d embrace the needs to at.ir.tain arrne.Jil( nt in service in 
Fnzland and new r equirement• f or the expandi.n5 Br itieh Army. The (A) 
program cover s the mnintonnnco phase end the {B) program ie for new 
equipment. The {B) progrwn will involve American modele . The study 
now being given is for the purpose of determining how and when these 
programs can be fulfil led. 

In connection with British procureruent , efforto have boon aade 
in the past to obt ain n detai l ed otntement from the Britieh cover ing 
their procuren.ent pr ogr am in this country. It has boon poeaible here­
tofor e only to obtairo f r Re,centary r eports , but we a re now advised that 
they are prepared to submit , in usable form, a complete n.w1iiiono pro­
gram. 

I~orcation bas boon received from a Canadian tank officer that 
the obsolete Renault tanka turned over to Canada are being put into 
commission very rapidly and t hat the Canadians ar e well pleased with 
thoir performance in training tank personnel. About eoveuty- fivo percent 
of the tanks furnished ar o now in operation. 

Confer ences havo beon held by the British wi t h the Navy De­
partment concerniug t ho production of the Oerlikon e;un i n this count1-y. 
The conversations are tendine tO\Yard a j oi.nt progrtuD of the Navy ~­
partment and the British for 51000 guns ; of this number tho British will 
take 4, 000 and the United States 1,000. 

}' urther conferences have been held to find a solotion for the 
supply of binoculars to the British. The urgent need is for 7 x 50 
binocular s of the marine typo. Theeo a re needed to equip British ~erchant 
ahips . I t is stated by the Br itish that by the use of good binoculars, 
attacking aircraft can be epotted at longer dist ances and moro effective 
moans taken to defend the shipe . The question of supply f r om United 
Jtateo sources ie not yet eottlod but see~ probable that the 3 , 200 
7 x 50 glasses urgently needed oan not be supplied for fi vo or six months . 

Consideration is being given to a s i te for a provirog ground at 
Qunbbin , Uassachusetta. This io a stnte water supply project which would 
seem to be suitable for to.mpornry uee as a proving ground. Authori ties 
of llaeuachusetts approve thie eite for a proving ground and i11veetigation 
is alAo in progreae by the War Department t o determine whethn firing in 
that a r ea would be safe. Thi s proving ground will be used for l ong rRIIge 
firing and other li~ted facilities developed at production plante for 
proof work which can be done at euch plants. 

01\DCE 

Repr esent atives of a coarercial comJ.anY viaitod tho t:ar Depart­
cent in connection with roquirocente or the Greek Oovernceni for cunitions. 
These repr esentatives wor r oferrod to the Gr~ek Legation and it is to 

~tnklin D. ~oooovelt L1brar1 u£0iJ!""~1 '" "ll ,_ ,_,_ ~· 
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be expecied ~hAt thoro will be further approachoa to o~r Covorr~ent for rnunitiona aesiatnnco to tho Cr ooke . Tho Br itish have infor rr.ed uo that they aro act i voly intorootad in the Greok needs e.nd havv e.lreody eupplied o coneiderable quantity of ~toriel. It is expected that there wi ll be eorr.o r· rooaure to persuade our Oovorlli:!Ont to take some affective a.eaeur oa to asaht tho Greeks with their c.unitione problciT.a. 

For tho ClearMco Co....Uttee, l!.nDy ~ tl&vy l'unitione Board• 

CHAl1U'S HINES , 
Colonol , U. S. Army, 

Chairman. 

1Tan~l!n D. Roosevelt LibrarJ o· ~ 'IV\, '"T~o 
Gt. !J n: .. 0200.9 (9/27/SS) 

Dat e- '- ~- 7• 
Si~D&tva. ~;bl- .. ·~ . . ... 
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MEJ.IORAl'IDUll FOR GEtiERAL E. 1.1, WATSON, 
Secretary to the President, 

The \'lhite Houee. 

Enclosed for tho i nformation of the President is 

Report No , 64 on t he eubject of For ei&n Inquiries for 

Production of Munitions. 

RtU p p ~-M----.1..--. _ _ 
Robert P. Patterson, 

Tho Aaeiotant Secretary of War. 



IIEli!JUNDUII fa\ GT':a:R.\L E. II. \JA'l'Sotl , 
Secretary to the Preaidont , 

The ';ihite Hou.eo. 
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Kncloeed for the intor nntion of tho President is 

Report No. 64 on tho aubject of Foroi&n In,uiries for 

Production of Wuniti onu. 

Robert P. Patterson, 
The t.aaiotant St:cretary of War. 
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ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

WASH INGTON, D.C. 

Dece~ber 5, 1940. 

Report No . 64. 
rr~l ln D. Rooeevelt LibrarJ 

MEMORMIDUIJ TO: 

~UBJECT : 

The Secretory of l~e.r 
'!'he Secretary of the Hnvy 
The Under Secr etary of the Navy 
The Assistant Secrete.ry of 17e.r 

D ~'"'1 r ft''"I[D 
r 
~ ~200.9 (B/2?/58) 

Date-

The Aseis~t Secre~ry of the Navy 
The I:eputy Chief or Staff Sl.o;nature- yvn-
The Chief or Naval Operations . 

Forei&n In<-uiries for Production of 1:Wii tiona. 

1. In accord..nce w1 th instructions to submit fror. time t o tke, 
a brief report on foreign inouiries for oilitary eQuipment, the follow­
ing notes are cede : 

BRITISH PURCHASH:G CO!o!!I.ISSIO!I 

The Canadian loading plants for artillery emnunition oro progres­
Sint' very r apidly . llo . 1 plant at Montreal will initiate i t s production 
on December 15 , 1940, ond will reach capacity on certain calibero in 
January or Februery. Threo other plants are projected and t.ork has al­
refdy begun on the engineering features . Considerable as~:~istMce v.-ao 
given by the United States in the form of designs of t.hese plMts. The 
WJusua2 feature about No . 1 plmt has been the speed of its construction . 
About five thousand (5 , 000) men have be~n occupied in constructinG it in 
the pest two oonths . The Canadien representatives have pAid sever al visits 
to Picatinny Arsenal and have been given much technical advice . Their 
present concern is for info%'1118ti on on fuze loading which will be the output 
of the fourth plAnt. Cons~tatione ~ith Picatinny Arsenal on fUze loa~ing 
are being arranged . 

A study is in progress to eotablish the relationohip of pro~uction 
capacity created by u. s. order~ to capacity created by Briti5h orders 
in this country . The r eason for the study is that the creation of future 
new plants by the United Statae will be influenced by the oapucity created 
by the British , end that we can theoretically coWJt on Brit.ioh capacity in 
conaidering the oaximum effort which C3D be supported from United S~tes 
resources . 

Br itish contracts continue to be furnished for the uao of the tar 
Oepertaent end are being distributed to interested ?erconnel for study. 
This i~ one of the stipulations in clearances for negotiations. 

There is still en interest in the procurGent of poeeibly two 
hundred (200) light tanka of our design, but to dat e no contract heo beon 

olsced. 

... 



.-e9~Fi9E{4TIAl 
Ae the 60 lll1l a11d 81 ll'J1I ~r.ot-tars a11d t heir anJlluni tion a re included 

in tho eo called B- procr run of the Br i tish , inquiries have been r eceivod 
as t o t he steps to obt drt the use of thooo designs . They a r e t he property 
of the Gtokea- Brandt Conpany and the Brit ish have been referred t o that 
firm to init iate diecueeion for American rights . 

l ork is in J.>rOgreee in the l.ar Depart~~:ent on the Br i tish (A) and 
( B ) progrtuJ:s &lld a pr eliud nary report haa been pr epared. 

A statement of Britis h orders for items other t hAn airernft , ehow­
i ng doli very schedul es , has been r eceived and is in use in connection with 
tho study on the r elationshi p of Br itish capacity to that of United States 
r eferred to above . 

Some of t he Br itish a rtillery whi ch or iginally went to Aberdeen 
Provine Gr ound f or demonstration hae been sent to F'ort llonroo. 

NETHER LAN D5 

1'ho NGtherlande • a uthori tiee have consolidated all of thei r pr ocur e­
m£nt activities into a new organization called the llstherl.Ands Purchaeirg 
Commission. Her etofore there have be en f our separate agencies purc~~eing 
rat..riel for the lletherle.nde Covenur.ont . 

Tho Chi nese Air Uieeion has s uboitted a pr ogrtun for airc raft and 
a nti-o.ircraft equipment . This pro..,r run includes tho equipn:ent needed t o 
r ound out fourteen (14) air besee and one hundred twenty-two (1 22) airdroo:ea 
now oxiatil.g in China aa well as procurement o! air planoa and Bllt i - aircraft 
artillery. A rough eetimate indicates t hia progra~~: is in excess of 
v200, 000, 000 and unleoe pr ioritiee arc civen could not be auprlicd earl ie r 
then tho spring of 1942. 

URUGUAY 

Requir ements for the stren&thening of the defenses of Uruguay e r o 
beinc etudied in the Navy Depa.rtorent. 

Negotiations a re being underta ken to purchnse from t he Swedieh Govern­
ment 2, 050, 000 rounds of ca liber . 45 &IMcunition, now stored in New York, for 
whi ch an export l i conoo wae r evoked, Thia attmnnition ia suitable for our 
neoda and negotiations have been undertaken to exhauat th.ia method befor e 
r esorting to requisition. 

ntAILAND 

Negotiationo with the Siameoe l~nieter are in progroas to t a ko over 
ten (10) airplanes consigned to Thailand which were detained at Wanilo. , 

Fra~klin D. Rooea•el t Libr arJ 

Df.GU . '~D r4·?• 
DOD I ,. Q . 1:-m.....,we~-e ~~"--

!. •• fJ200 .9 ( 9/ 27/li l ) 



Six airplanes etill on order in this country are also involved in theao 
ne&otiatione. Tho Si&JT<tse Govorrurent eoea diGpoeod to coopentte 1r. soU­
in:: theec planeo without r oeorting to requisitionit•c and tho trAin problem 
ie to determine what chargee claimed by t ho Si~ eee will be allowed, 

BRAZIL 

Decision has been reached t o ~ako an offer to Brazil t o take over 
tho pr oblem of procuring the necoeeary ~unitions ih thi~ country, t o r ound 
out equipment oold to that government several 1t0ntha ago. Thie will in­
clude ~8-unition for 6- inch and 7- inoh guns and carriages for 12- inch guns . 
Tho propoeition subMitted to the Bratiliane is that tho Ordnance Department 
of tho Arcy take over thie problem under the authority of tho rittman Act , 
tho work t o be done at the exponee of the Br azilian Gov~r~ont . 

For the Clearance Committee, Army ~ Navy bunitions Boards 

CHARLES HINES , 
Colonel , U. S. Army, 

Clulirroo.n . 

17 ~"lin D. 1\oo«flVel t LibrarJ 

t . -
CGO • . . 0 (9/27/b8} 

~u;natur•- ,..,.$.., .. ~<;; 
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R•JS•nc~fully l'or. 
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is Report No , 65 on the eubject of Foreign Inquiries 

f or Production of Uunitiona, 

Qu P. P:lk-- -. 
Robort P. Petterson, 

Tho Assistant Secrute.ry of War . 
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tor Production or Uunitione. 

Ro~rt P. Pa tterson, 
The .Aeoietant , ecretery o! War. 
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Report No. 65. 
• ••• , . l.Sbr&T) 

• I \ t' ,· ' I 0 t ' u . .. j t 

MLYORANDUY TOa The Secretary of ~ar LoU ulll. b2oo . ., ( li/1?/U) 

SUllJECTa 

The Secretary of the liavy 
The Under Secretary of the Navy 
The Aeeietant Secr etary of War 
The Aaaietant Secret ary of t he Navy 
The Deputy Chief of ~taff 
The Chief of ~avel Operations. 

Date.. 7- 3 . - (; 3 

li-lara. (1tn{ 1'. -If~ 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Uu.nitiono . 

l . In accor dance with inetr uctione to oubmit froo timo to time, 

a brief report on for eisn inquiries for mili tary equip~ent , the fo11~­

ing no t es a re medea 

BRITISH PURCHAS D:G <XHU.!ISSI 011 

An order i s being negotiated with t he ~erican Car l Foundry Coc­

pnny f or two hundred (200) light tanks of U. 5. Army design. It is ex­

pected that these t anka will be of a model kno·gn ae the 1.1- 3 which has 

severa l impr ovements over the U2A4 now in production . It will be r ecalled 

that t his firm has a production order for the United States Army. The 

British order will be fitted into the production schedule eo t hat there 

will be a minimum of interference with our own orders . 

Conferences have been held in t he paet week wit h Brigadier Stuart, 

Deputy Chief of Staff of the Canadian Army, and there have boon obtained 

fro~ him lists of military i tems required for homo defense. In addition 

a statement of a troop baais for homo defeneo baa al80 been funlished by 

him. 

Considerable study is still beil'lg given to what is known as the 

Br itish (B) program which involves armament of American pattern t o be 

pr oduced for tan (10) divisions. Tho ordnance part of this procurement 

has progreseed t o the poi nt where a definite plan for pr oduct ion can shortly be 

presented t o the British representat ives . 

t.i thin tho loot few daya, a British t echnionl mission conaistine 

of exports i n va rious phases of ai•·craft work has arri ved in this country. 

Ther e wil l be confer ences with interested U. 5. government porao~1el con­

cernin& standardixation of aircraft materiel and r.any other technical 

details . It ia expected that t he mission will spend most of i ta time at 

Wright Fi eld . In t his connecti on, the a r •·iv!ll of t his Techni cal minion 

is an extension of t he idea of s ending to this country production and 

techni cal men of epecial quali f ications to assist with the many problems 

incident to procuro~ent . 

CONfiDENTIAL 



GOfifiGii4TI~ t 
The Erit iah have asked for eam~loo of our li~ht tank , scout ear, 

tnnk tiiO.chine gun, and anti - t ank gun to bo sent to l:.n~land for the in­
struction of peraonnel who will later uoe thoso itoma "hen euptliod f rom 

the United Statea. Study h being ~;iven to ways and moans to aup~·ly the 
samples desired . 

A r ecent visitor from one of tho ~erican technical eocietiea 

has furniahed the information that the United Statos epecifications have 

been largely employed in tho Roll a-Royce engine order with rsckard Wotor 

Company. The specifications referred to are those of the Society of Auto­
motive Engineers tor aircraft wateriale , developed over the past fe. 
years by a committee of that eoci ety. 

Advice has boon received from the Br itish that thoy desir e to 

negotiate with the Bethlehem Steel Company f or some thirty-seven hundred 
(3700) gune of British pattern to replace wastage in the United Kingdom. 

Tho capacity desired is three hundred (300) guns a month from new faeili­

tiee and we are advised t hat approximately $18 ,000 1000 will be involved 

in thh orde r . 

The Chief of Naval Operations hae certified that fifty (50) 4- inch 

naval guns and twenty-five hundred (2500) projectile• for thee a r e not 

essential to the national dofenoe and can be furniehed in r eoponeo to a 

requeot from Canada for gune t o equip mine sweeping vessels for North 
Amer i can defense . In addition to t his request , another one has been r e­

ceived f r om tho Br itish Admdralty asking for the naximum number of thia 

type gun which can be spared from U. S. governcent atocks. It is under ­

stood that these additional guns are intended fo r tho ornament of ll:erchant 
shipe , mainly Allied ships which wer e taken over and a re now operating 

under t he Br itish flag . Ther e is reluctance by some of the ahipmaet or s 
to sail without defensive armament . 

Over four hundred ( 400) Preliminary Negotiation Reports have been 
received f r om the British Purchasing Commiasion since the system of clear­

ing procur ement by this method was instituted a fow months ago. These 
negotiation roquesta a re furnished only fo r procur ement orders in excess 

of $150, 000. 

Aa of November 23, 1940 , the British ordere placed in this country 

were as f ollows 1 

Aircraft 
Other 

Capital Aeai atance 

Total 

$1, ~7 . 730 , 886 .65 
1, 236, 524, 214.02 

143 ,781 , 066. 48 

$2, 678 ,036, 167. 35. 

To meet their proving ground needs , the Br i t ish have been considor­

ing a eite at ~uabbin, ~ssaehuestts . This site haa been investigated 
by repr ooentativee of the Army and it baa been found that the disadvantages 



outweigh the advantages fo r a pr oving ground in this area, The Briti sh 
have been advised to seek anothe r s i te . 

Informat ion haa been r eceived from the Dupont Company t hat the 
Chinese Gover nment is exercisi ng an option to purchase one t housand (1000) 
tons of Tl1l' on an old contract with that company, In thie coruJoetion the 
Chinese Government pra ctically poi d for tho cone"t ructi on or one TllT line 
at t he Barksdale Plant of t he Company and te now exerc i sing its r ights to 
obtain furt her supplie s from t hese facilities. 

SWEOEJ< 

An offer has been made to t he Swedish Government to buy 2,050,000 
r ounds of Cal i ber . 45 ammuni t ion now stored i n New York f or which an ex­
port license was r evoked. This 8Jll!lunit i on is urgent l y requi r ed by the 
Army and if i t is impossible to obt ain it by the present negotiations , re­
quisiti on proceedings •Hill be i nit iated. 

Fo r the Clea rance Committee , Army !: Navy Muni tions Boarda 

~h...J.ii' ~ 
CHARLES HIJ:E:s , 

Colonol , U. S . Army, 
Cho.inr.an. 

~rl!n.l:l !n l'. l'~o•e•olt L>braJ') 

D'"Cl r- "~! 1: } " 0 C. r .·. ' • ! 

~tD Uiil. ~200 . .. ( ll/ 3 7/ U ) 

llat._ 7- 3 o -I. 3 

91,.m r o- {JM-f :f.~~ 

-..-."'.~fl ....... fl -·." 
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Robort P. Patterson, 
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R<~port tlo . 66, 

tlFI'ORAND\Jl,( TO• 

SUBJECT• 

.# CONFIDENTIAL 
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON , D . C. 

December 20, 1940. 

Jl'r!l.nli:lin D. llooun l t LibraJ'7 

The Secret~ry of t' nr 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Under Secretary of the Navy 

D~rt r 
r.~D I 

"I~IED 
• 02'00.$ (8/27/61) 

The Assistant Secretary of ilar , 
The Assistant Seorotary of tho Navy .II ate'­ 7- ~f-71 

's1irtat~- 9c~P.. 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chief of !!a val Operations. 

Foreign Inqui r i es for ~reduction of ~uni~ione . 

1, In accordance with ir~etructions to subl:U.t from time t o timo , 
a brief r eport on foreign inquirioo for military equiprent, tho follow­
inc notes are made• 

BRITISH PURCHASDIG COI.ili!SSIOll 

The project to t ranefer to the British Government twenty ( 20) 
B- 17C airplanes, complete with armom~nt and a suppl y of arr~wlition for 
three months operation, has boon approved by tha Secr etary of "'a•·· It 
will be necessary to chango tho bomb sight and automatic pilot to the 
Sperry system. This o:~ork will requi re about tYlo months . The british 
h• vo accepted requirements to order twolve hundred (1200) heavy bocbers 
from ~ricon canufacturers and to furnish i~ediate into~tion on the 
combat perfo~ce of the B- 17C type of airplane. It ie expected that 
work will be initiated imrediately to make the neceseary conversions to 
the Sperry system either at the Soeing plant or at the Sacr~onto Air 
Depot. A furthe r feature of thi e project ie the t raining of British crews 
to operate these bombers. Thie detail will be ar ranged in conformity 
wit h the wiahea of the State Dfpartment , as the training of foreign combat 
crewe is a matter beyond the purview of the War and !!avy Depa rtttonte . 

Arrangement s havo been medo to grant a prior ity for tho eupply of 
ono hundr ed nud thirty (130) ton ~ of tetryl from U. S. orders , Tho Bri ­
tioh were expecting production from a new Western Cartridge Company plant 
but thia plant has not boon Clble to deliver as pr omised. l'ortunntely tho 
1'/u Departll'c8nt is in a good podtion with respect to eup• ly of totryl 
and can grant this priority without any interference with tho loading 
program. 

A request has boon received for onmples of the U. s. models of 
light t anka , scout care , t ank machine guna , and anti- tank gune. Thl 
British desire to send these oa~los to lngland for t he i nstruction of 
personnel. It see~ probablo that a priority for dalivery of oample tanka 
and scout care will be granted and the Uilitary Att ache in London sup­
plied with the machine gune and anti-tank gune with inatrucUun1 to de-
monst rate them to tho &ri tish. It will be recalled that tho British 



r GQNFIDENTIAr 
either have ordere , or expect to place large ordere in this country 
tor these iteos. 

l;egotiation requests for procurerent and requests for technic'\1 
informntion continue to be received in largo nunbe re . Every of t'ort ie 
made to handle theoe reoueete eo expeditiously as possible , but delaye 
are inevitable becauee of the oxtont of the information deeirod in aooo 
cuoeo. ~·or example , tho dra.,inge fo r the Army l ieht tnnk hnvo Just boon 
requested for use in connection with orde r for two hund•·ed ( 200) of theeo 
tanka. Several t houound drawings nro involved in thin request , all of 
which have to be withdrawn from tho files and supplied in the form of 
brown prints suitable for r epr oduction. 

A study is being modo of the United St'\tee and British machine 
gun program. The British ordora at the present time arc a s followe • 

Caliber .$0 machine guns 
c~libor . 30 machi~o guns 

43 ,327 
47 , 36o 

These orders do no~ c over all or tho requi rements. To the end of 1942, 
tho tot~ requirementd aro as follq•a• 

Celibor .SO 
Celibor . 30 

80, 403 
52, 235 

Aa the United Stutes r equirements e.re also large , it is apparo11t thot the 
oombi 1ed pr oduction problem tor machine guns is one which roquiroo moot 
careful planning. 

Information has boon r eceivod that the British pr opose to cuncol a 
contract with the Acerican Car and Foundry Cocpany for 12- inch Howitzer 
H. :1. . shell. They have offored thh capacity to t he Anny and J.avy. Tho 
rate developed on this order ie thr ee thousand (3000) a month and the 
work ie bein& done in tho Buffalo plant of the company. Decleion has not 
yot been obtained whether tho military services a re intere1ted in taking 
over this capacity. 

The Memphis powder plant operated by the duPont Company tor tho 
Br iti sh Ooverrur.ent is now in pr oduction end is turning out somo rifle powdor . 
We a re nlao informed that t he Briti•h havo approached the company to expend 
this plant to produce addition>tl quantities of canuon powder and to inetall 
a lino for tetryl. 

BRAZIL 

Ooneral Amaro, Deputy Chief of Staff of the B~zilian Army , ie in 
thie country at tho pr esent time and will rocain for aoro time to s upervise 
the pr ocurement of military euprliee tor tho Brazilian Arcy. He will doubt­
loee give first consideration t o a project submitted by the ~ar Department 
to the Brazilian Government to t ako over tho 1 rocurecont of certain uzr.un­
ition and gun carriegeo noodod to round out rateriel sold to that govern­
ment eeveral months ago , 

~ooaevelt Librar7 

... ~ ~d-'0 GON~IIJ(NTIAL 
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The Braziliane are inquiri ng for t*elve hundred (1200) tone of 

toluol . It ia assumed that thie ~oans that they intend to create a high 

OXJ•loeivsa plant . 

A project for an aircraft factory to be developed by tho Inter• 

continent Corporation collaborating with the Brazilian Govet•ru::ont haa also 

co~e to our attention. The raw mater iels and machine toole will have to 

co~o f rom the United Statee. It ie expected that tho initial manufacture 

would conoiat only of truininll types of airpl anes wHh enginee and pr o· 

pal lo rs of typea which aro not in a bottle- neck poeition in tho United States . 

The machine tool problem is , of course, ooet dif ticult . It aecltll pr obable 

that if the Braziliana pr one for aeeietaneo to create t his factory , there 

would be no objection if ther e ie no i nterfer ence with the Br itish and United 

St!lteo aircraft pr ogra.me . The Intercontinont Cot·poration, r eferred t o o.bove , 

ie the firm which has built an aircraft factory in Chi na and ho.e boon ver y 

successful i n const ructing ai rplanes in that country under difficult con· 

ditiona. 

A new llilitary Ath.che has joined tho lletherlands " Legation and will 

n~~ take over contaete with the War Departeent fo~rly handled by the 

Nava l Attacho. Another officer hao also a r d ved f r orD the tletherlando Indies 

to take t ho place of Lt . Colonel Fiacher who has for tho last six months 

been in charge of the lletherlanda Ordnance CoCJDisaion in New York . 

The moot active project at the moment for the Netherlands is ono for 

tho production or tank mines . 'the Wnr Department is cooperating by fur nish· 

ing tho drawings and apocificnL i ona for our ~odel of mine. 

t'or the Cle!U'ance Conmitteo, Arrry ! J.avy Uun!tione Board• 

CHARLES HINES , 
Colonel , U. S. Army, 

Chairman. 

\ 
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W loiCIUNDUII T01 The Secretary of -ar 
The Sucr .. t ary of tho llavy 
The Under Secretary of the Navy 
The Auhtant Secretary of trar 
The Auistatlt Secretary or 't.he I>QVY 
Tho Deputy Chief of start 
Tho Chief or Naval Operations , 

l'l'nnltlin 0. Roosevelt Libra~ 
DCP.ll.:'"1F!ED 
000 L , 52oo. 9 <9/27 /1\8) 
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SllBJECT1 Foreisn Inquiries for Produo tion of t·un1 tions . 

1. In ac ' ordatlce with instruction• to submit f r om ti~e to time, a brief r eport on for eign inquiries for military equipment , the follow­ing notes are made• 

BRITISH PURCHASING COUlcrssiON 

A Preliminary Negotiation Report has been r eceived indicot ing that tho British are intending to place another order for SOO ,OOO ,OOO row•d• of caliber . 303 cartr idges , valued at $20,500, 000, wit h the Western Cortridee CompAny. This order is intended to use the capacity of the tlew Haven plant of thie con:pany durin", t ho lAtter part of 1941 end the early ~rt of 1942 not cove red by the existing order, The car­tridge ueking machine ry was purchased by tho British for tho expansion of t he tl8W Haven plant and it i8 expected that it will bo installed within the next thr ee months . This c:achinory has a capacity of 7S,ooo,oco, rounds ~er month, Another ne~otiation report indicates that 36o,OGO,OOO rounds of caliber . 30 cartridt:eo rill be placed with Remin(lton Anna Company to develop a production capacity oJ' one and ono-hnlf million rounds per day , of which one-third will be f or Br itiah and Cenadian use a nd two-~hirda for •;ethorlnnde !:•·at Indies . This order ie valued at ~1$ , 750 , 000 and will involve capi t al assist~nce of $21900, 000. 

To meet an i~ediate need in England, a r equest hae been r eceived to furnish one hundr ed (100) l ight tanka of U. S. Army design. This ia assumed to be 11 roqui rel!lent arieing out of mo•lAUreo t o forestal l an in­v~eion i n the near future . I t does not seem practicabl e to furnieh more than sixty-six (66) tanka on t his reques t becauee only thia number ia still due f rom a production order with tho Amer ican Cor ! f"oundry Company, The other thirty- four (34) would have to como f rom the Armored Force and the Chief of s td!f has decided that he doea not wiah to take any tanka froo them. 

Soveral export licensee rec•ntly received indicate that tho Bri­tish a re aending &ireraft to outlying posaeeaions . For exampl e , seventy­five (75) each of tho Uodel 167-B ~rtin borber s ar e to go to the Gold Conat of Af r ioo. and to South Af r iou , In addition orle hundred and aixty-
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eight (168) Brewster Uodol 339 fighte r" aro destined for th~ 3traita 
Settlements. 

A small qu!lutity (780) of Springfield rifles ie also due for 
export to tho Straits Settlements . Theoe wer e evidently procured from 
commercial dealer s in tl·e United Stat es. 

Tho first six B- 24 !lirplanea on order with Consolidated Aircraft 
Company ar e nearly r eady for delivery. I t will be recalled thet these ar e 
4- ongine bomber s and that sometime ago a pr iority for the delivery of 
twenty-six (26) of' the t ype was granted. 

The fir st B- 17C air plane of t he t wenty {20) airplanes t o be turned 
ove•· to the British has been flown t o t he Boei ng Company in Seattle for the 
installation of the Jperry bomb sight and automatic pi lot . This fir st 
airplane will indic9.te t he engineering work necessa ry to convert tho other 
nineteen (19) for the Sperry installations . It is expected that the Boein• 
Company will send its mechanics to the Sacramento Air Depot to install the 
Sperry equipment at that station. The Army .\ir Corps •rill remove the 
Norden pilots now installed in these ships at the air depot before the 
Boeing mechanics a rrive. 

Advice has been r eceived f rom the Remington Arms Company that a 
letter of intention has been executed with the Br itish to manufacture 
Spr incfield r ifles . The i nitial orde r will be t'or 500 , 000 rifles on a total 
requir ement of 1,000, 000. The manufacture of t hese rifles will be accom­
plished by t ho use of rifle tools at the Rock Island Arsenal which will 
bo t ransferred to Ilion, New York and leased t o t he Remington Arms Company. 

Staff action has been co~pleted and submitted for approval to turn 
over eight 10- inch guns and some amrtunition for them to t he Canadian 
Gove r nment . These are fixed guns which wi l l be r emoved from our harbor 
defenses within the next l'ew months and t ransferred to sites on the Ea&t 
Coast of Canada. 

Considerabl e pr easur c is being exerted to obtain a prior ity for 
delivery of pO'nder for .37 mm gun ammunition. Thi& request rose out of 
destruction of the Her cules POI'lder Plant at Kenvil, !lew J ersey, which was 
expect ed to supply t he pOHder t o another company which hee t he loading con­
t ract . It is not known as yet whether it will be possible to grant a 
pr ior ity with the Hercules Powder Company so that the Br itish can carry 
out their loading schedule as originally planned. 

BRAZIL 

I n a pr evious r eport r efer ence was made to a pr oposition &ubmitted 
to the Brazili!lns to t ake over their procur ement of armlunition and 12- inch 
gun carriages to complete the a rmament sold to them severa l months ago. 
The Brazilians have now asked for an estircate of the coots of the pr ogram 
oi' assistance by t he \7ar Department . The original stipulation was that 
the Brazilian Government should pay all of the costs as r equi r ed by t he 
Pitt~~n Act. In connection with thio program, an effort is being ffiade to 
obtain the services of' a r eti red Army officer to advise the Lrazilians 
with their ~unitions problems . The services of such an of1ice r is not a 
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new propoai ·ion, but dates back eevo r11l ronths to the 11 •J<itlg of en crticer 
by tl.e ~ar Departoent , but no action wae taken on hi ap, oirtaent by the 
authorities in r~:1' . $Bn;hil~ , ho obt•i~ed oth~r ec lo~tnt and it ie 
na. raceaa~r> to aoek another officer. 

Tho Swodioh Leglltion hl\11 iuJ'ormo.lly nclvlaod th<tt it Nill accept &w 
of ·~r by tho 5< c r utary of '.'.'llr to I'Urehneo 2, 050, 000 roundo of Cl\llloer .45 
an•hl&nition n0\1 stor ed itJ J.o·.- York nnd for which an export llconuo we r e­
voked . Tho aceeptuuce ol' thb offer mo.koo it unnecessary to institute re ­
quiaiqon froceedint:s and the Army will be able to get the am• unition to 
matt pr oseing needo. 

Fitll.AtiO 

The Fir•nioh ILilitary Attache advises that he hao obtairoed oro 
Hotehkiaa machine gw•a which will be modified for Russian ~it lor • Ho 
had to obt~in those l:llehir•e pna in order to sell a large Or ·ler for 7. 62 
amrrunition now in r roduetion wi•h tr.e -incheater Cor ~'~~flY · It h ex)lected 
that ao:oe other for eign country ">'ill no• be willinr. to take the 7. 62 'lr.'.run­
ition on or der, possibly tho Briti h, now that rmchino .;un .. auihble for 
a .. use will be av~ilable . 

Bl'JJIIAJ: COJIGO 

The Belgi'<n Arbas ador hao pr oeonted n r equest for oeobt.encc in 
armine tho Belgian Coneo. Thft •ar DPpn r·tmont is a rrun(>ir>• to BUJ>IlY 
7 , 100 Enfield rifles , but c~nnot SU!'J>lY any al:iltlunition for thrr . Tho Bri­
ti·•h have been ap~rooched to furnioh at lenst three and ·nt - h'\lf trillion 
rounds of arununition fror their U. S. or de r s o eo alon· wi•h tho•o rifloa . 
'egotiations ar~ also under way to pur chase eighteen (lb) Stoke - r'ndt 
rortero and e:7unition. Th~ Belgian r equest included anti - o.ircr•ft equip­
~nt, but it ~as necessary to et•te t~~t no anti - aircra 't ~u·p~cnt ie 
availa•le, nor c.., it bo , r ocurt·d for at least a year . 

LATlll .\'~~ICA: COtni'i'hlES 

'1/ork has begun on tho r equi r omonts of an arJlllllllOnt proe; r '\ll for tho 
wti11 kiorican count r ies and a study or W!lYS and means to aup~ly these r e ­
qui rements from U. S. pr oduction . A boar·d is lein& BpJJOintud to review the 
needs of the lAtin Amer ican countries and pr osont a r roe rum to the Secr otnry 
or Jhto. The pr esent i doo ie that the LAtin Arr.crican proe; rt n might well 
follo'N dir ectly after the current U. S. Army prOf:~" tr, with token deliveries 
of certAin items tOW!II'cl the end or the U • .; . progr · "'• Aa thort !ll't •&•Y i tooa 
ir•volvud 11. is expected that a coneiderable stBtistic•·l baek- g rouud vdll 
have to be established aa U.e JlOir>t of departurf for th11 coMtructir.n of 
tho plan. 

For the Clesr~eo Co·~tteo , 

R"<.oowol t Librar7 

·"" 
, •• ll~co. s { e /27/fJi ) 

.,_ li.A- .,..,. 

ChA: U'S hll;ES , 
Colonel , C~et Art illery Corpe , 

Chairman • 
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