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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 6, 1940,

MEMORANTIM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Ee: ¥War Finance.

After the interview with Jerome and me,
requested by Benator Lee, Lee told the whole
story to Flynn of the Wall Street Journel and
it appeared today, saying, emong other things,
that Frank and Currie were drafting a substitute
bill for Lee. Actually, of course, all I under-
took to do was to report back to you, and attempt
to ascertain whether you wanted us to make any
oconstructive suggestions.

In view of this gross breach of confidence,
I should 1like to tell Lee that you have decided
to do nothing about war finance at this time.
Iuhonldnlunukutnukhintpullﬂnnagnm
and get the story straight; that we merely dis-
cussed Lee's bill at his request end that no
commitments of any kind were made.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 5;//;&2-*2-::%"’

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1940.

MAMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Defense Ehuaigg

It is my understanding thet the
Central Housing Committee will shortly
meke a recommendation to you that a
Coordinator of Defense Housing be eppointed.
I suggested to Lowell Mellett and I now
suggest to you that Marriner Ececles might
be consldered in this connection. He has
loads of energy which at present has no
outlet; he knows & good deal about housing;
he hes a large staff available. I have
not, of course, breathed a word of this
to him. '

L

Lauchlin Currie
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WASHINGTON

June 27, 19.0.

MEMORANULL FOx UHE 2 msTiodi: /

—

Re: Soeisl Security ani the Platform,

Some time baek you asked me o brins up the quostion
of old-nge pensions in tho latter part of June., The
Republican Pletform deeclares for "the extension of nocess-
ary old-age benefits on an earm=rked pey-a8-you-go boals
to the extent thut the revenues raisoed for this purpose
will permit® and "a systen of unemployment compsnsntion
with experlience rating provisiops".

I do not think the old-agd plank carries much appeal
end I lmow that labor is ratrongly opposed to exparicnce
rating in unemploymsnt compansation,

The Democratic Party is in = position to offer plenks
on both subjects thot will moke s strong appeal to the agod

end to labor, at no additionsl charge on the budget.

These planks cuul-:; tgke the form of (a) a nationnl -ﬁ
old-uge pension systom with univeraal coOVerave guarantre- -

ing a minimum income to all the eged, financed out of
eurrent appropriations for old-age seocurity and (b) hisher
unemployment compensaetion benefits with preatar uniformity
in payments msde possible by & joint pooling of a portion
of existing unemployment tax collsctions, Both the AF of L
anid the CI0 advocate this.

I should be glad to work on the phrasing of such
planka, if you wish,

Lauchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE M"_’

WASHINGTON
July 1, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDINT:
I*''-''—_-l—-l-_-.-'q.'._.-.-_._.._‘

Re: Reportin;: on the Progress of the
Defense Program,

A fow days ago you authorized me to
establish and maintain a current reporting
system on the progress of the national defense
program., In discussing this with Mr. Ha-old
Smith, I learned thet, pursuant to a section
in the Executive Order laying down the duti=s
and functions of the Budget Bureau, he is
making arrangements to establish the very ty.e
of reportins you had i{n mind, I would sug-est,
therefore, that I be relieved of the assi n-
ment. MNr. Smith said that he wouli be glad
to furnish me with the progress reporta so
that I can still be in & position to krop
myself informed if you still wish me to follow
the economic and fiseal aspoots of the defonse

Program.

Lauchlin Currio ( ;_/




THE WHITE HOUSE i 3
WASHINGTOMN
July 11, 1940
MEMORANTIRY FOR THE FRESIDENT)

Be: R. F. C, Long for Migs Foche

Miss Feche hes been endeavoring to
secure & loan froz the R. F. C. gince
lest February. She has met numerous
conditions tut I am afraild she will not
get har loan without your help., Attached
ie a conclse statement of her problem.
Perhaps you would eere to speik to Jesse
Jones about it, or Francis Biddle (who
roepresented her in her previous losns)
ond I could see Jones or Schram.

T N

Leuchlin Currie




July 8, 1940,

NECESSITY FOR LOAN:

WHAT LOAN

We urgently need from R F C an immediate loan of $325,000
(a) to purchase cost saving mine machinery and equipment,(b) to
glve us working capital, (c¢) to refund long standing loans
threatening forced liquidation, +

WILL DO:

SECURITY:

With this $325,000 we can (a) Reduce cost of mining all our
coel at least 70¢ per ton thru complete mechanization, A saving
of 63¢ has already been effected in one mine thru partial mechani-
zetion., OQur annual mine earnings will be inereased, as a result,
£280,000 over previous years, (b) Save in addition $6000 a year
in penalties and interest on taxes, and £15,000 in economical
rurchasing of current supplies, (c) Take up the notes which are
threatening, $140,000,

We will give as security: (a) $Eﬂﬂ,éﬂn bonds of entire
issue of $3,891,100, These bonds have never defaulted on an
interest payment in 27 years since their issue in 1913,

(b) First mortgage on $185,000 mining machinery and equipment
ordered year ago at prices then prevailing; now delivered or
ready for August delivery, Valuable asset; 80 greatly in
demand orders cannot be filled for months,

() Note executed by a long-established Company, whose ability
to pay this loan in 6 years is evidenced by its present operveting
record and continuing improvement in earnings,

We have reduced operating costs at our Columbine
{fine this year 63¢ a ton,

We have recently effected a permanent annual saving
of $79,000 net in bond interest thru obtaining con-
sent of bondholders to cut bond interest from 5%

to 234,

/e have been operating in the black, with an improved
showing for this year of over $100,000,
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N : Tuly 16, 1940.

MEMORANTUM TOR THE PRESIDENT:
Re: Export Embargo on Iron and Steel Sorap.

I am not sure that all the relevant facts have been
brought to your attention concerning (a) the extreme import-
ance to the Japanese economy of its imports of scrap from
us and (b) the mmerous arguments that can be sdvenced for
restricting our domestic supply to domestic use. I attach
8 brief discussion of this matter. I hope, in the interests
of good relstions, you will not pass this alongl

My main conclusion is that if our foreign policy sugszests
the desirabllity of cutting off or curtailing our exports of
serap, smple demestic grounds exist for the prohibition or
curtailment under Section 6 of the Act of July 2, 1940, of
scrap as being "materiel or supplies necessary for the manu-
facture of/military equipment or mnitions /",

There are two other possibilities. You may not want to
prohibit or curteil the export of secrap at this particular
moment, but you might want to put Japan on notice or exert
a little pressure for other remsons. This could be done
eimply by edding serap to the items that con be exported
only under licemse. Or, finally, you might want not to pro-
hibit the export of sorap, but to curtail it in order to
prevent Japenese accumilation of & ressrve stock pile.

sy

chlin Currie



EXPORTS OF AMFRICAN IRON AND STEFL SCRAP

Importance to Japenese Economy

1. TFor ite iron Japan relies on (a) low-grade Manchurien ore, (b) higher
grade Malsyan and Philippine ore and (o) Amorican sorap. Its consumption of
iron, in 1939 is believed to heve been around 5 million toms, of which it
received 2 million in serap from the United States,

2, The supply of Maleyan and Fhilippine ore cannot be Tapldly expanded.
To secure 2 million additional tons of pig iron from Manchuria would recuire
the mining of about 6 million tons of ore, or considera more than double
current production. This 1in turn would require about slx additional modern
1,000-tons-per-day blast furnaces, which teke about = year to construct,
bealdes additionsl railway equipment, ships, coml, coke, fluorsper, limestons,
ate.

3« ZErxports of scrap to Japen for the first five months of this year
ran considerably below lmst year, which suggests that the Japensse stesl
industry must be operating below capmoity or else must be using up reservea.
According to the Wall Street Jourmal of June 15, 1940, the Japanese Govern=
ment 18 concernsd mbout this and ias preparing to subsidize imports in order
to step them up to 130,000 tons monthly.

The Case for an Export Embarge on Domestic Grounds

1. A high rate of exports contributes to a tight situation in the scrap
market at times of high activity. In recent years, exports have amounted to
about 1/5 of domestic consumption of purchased scrap. An embargo would add
3 or 4 million tons of Berap to the domestic supply.

<+ 4An sctusl shortage of screp may appeer if the iron and gtesl industry
is forced to operate nmear capacity for an extended period as a result of a
nationel emergency.

(2) Serap requirements with steel operations at capncity.

Millions of gross tons

Combined ingot capaecity of stesel mills and
L8 1 e R RO L « 95

Total available from stesel industry serape « o o o« & o 29
Total additional ferrous meterials required. . . . . . &8

Ingot equivalent of pig iron aveilable with
blast furnaces operating at eapacitys. « o« o 4 o o 45

Purchased sorsp reguired Der year at capooity
without allowance for WaBtEZe « o « 4 s 4 o LI 23

(b) This requirement exgeeds the combined exports and consumption
in previous peek yosrs,

Inl??g‘---u----u--q..--.--...-a-13
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3. Totel stocks on hend at the present time are estimated at slightly
less than 7 millien tons. This would be less than 1/3 of a year's supply at

capacity operations.

4« Cepaclty operations and exports combined would produce a serious
shortage and the price would be driven to uneconomically high lavels. If
this happened, there would be disloeations in the industry, especially in
certain localities and among small steel producers, where scrap is the primary
raw materiel. An embargo on exports would help prevent shortsges, uneconomic=
elly hizh prices, and industrisl dislocations in thig ares.

5+ A high price for sorap benefits the large integrated iron snd steel
companies =nd penalizes the small non-integrated eompanies. When tha price of
sercp approaches the price of pig, the large companies can sell pig iron at
2 high profit, in eddition to their regular sales of steel products. In fact,
their control over raw matericls nond transportation of these materials appoars
to be their chief source of profit. With few oxceptions, the steel-producing
subaldiaries of the U. 5. Stesl mnde losses in 1939, These losses were more
than offset, however, by the large profits earned by raw materials, railroads,
cnd ehipping subsidieries (Ses Wall Strest Journal, May 4, 1940.)

When the price of aserap rises, the large compsnies can squesze the small
non-integrated stesl producers. The latter use screp as their primary raw
materiel, ond when the price goes up they must charge more to cover costs or
else produce at a loss. If they reise prices, the large compenies can teke
Bway their business by not raising priees. Howrever, the price usually poes up,
beesuse higher prices ere in the interast af the entire industry, Inevitably
these price incronseg sra raflected in the Prices of s wide renge of steel and
related products, thereby restricting sales, rroduction, ond employment.

6. It appears contrary to sound national poliey to providie essentisl wap
materisl to a potentiel enemy. Jopan iz now in a vosition to ecquire e reserve
stock pile which will emable her to get slong for some tinme. Cutting off the
sup=ly now micht discourage her fronm extending har military opsrations until
sne 15 able to develop sdditionsl iron ora supplies.

England imports very little serap from us, and, in view of shipping condi=-
tieans, its place could easily be talen by somi-fobriestod end finighed articles,

7. In snswer to the contention that an enbargo will mesn unemployment
in the serap industry it may be pointod out that any price above $16 a ton (it
13 now $19.50-$20 per ton) 1s sufficient to bring nearly all tho seray to market,
A $16 price today will bring much more serap to morket then g $29 price did in
1917. If the price went back to this 1917 level, somo additional employment
would be created, but that amount of aemployment could be mors advantageously
used in produeing pig iron or pig iren czpeelty. In 1918 and 1919, following
the var perlod of hich oparations, relatively hich prices for serap brought
covperativaly emall cuantitics to the market. The supply is inelsatie, and
erployment 4in this induatry, therefors, does not chanze greatly oven though
thers ars wide fluctuations in price.
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8. Sectimé of the Aot of July 2, 1940, proviies that "Whenever the
President determines that it is necessary in the intorests of metionsl
defense to prohibit or eurteil ths axportation of . . . .material or
#upplies neceasary for the manufeoturs 51’ eny militery equipment or muni-
tlons / he may by proclemation prohibit or curtail such exportetion, sxcept
under such rules =nd resulations as he shall progeriba.®
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THE WHITE HOUSE LAl L
WASHINGTON

July 16, 1940

OR_THE :
Re: Commltiee on Unemployment Insurance

I gather from the attached communication from Mr. Latimer that
you have set up & new committee to meke & report to you on pending
proposals releting to unemployment insurance. Hr. Latimer would now
1ike to Ikmow how this affects the status of the Maritime Unemploymert
Ingursnce Bill end the pending amendments to the Railroad Unemployment,
Act.

With reference to the former, you will recsll that you directed
me to coordinate the interested agencles in working up & plan for your
approvel. I did this end you approved the plan and we got Senator
Balley and Representative Bland to introduce it with the understanding
that it was & bill you favored. It has now a fair chance of passage.

¥ilth reference to the amendments to the Railroad Unemployment
Insurence Act, sponsored by reilroad labor, the members of the
Rallroad Retirement Board have already recommended its passege without,
however, committing you in any way. It will probebly pass ghortly.

In view of this situation, I am wondering if it might not be
edviseble to exempt these two bills from the consideration of the new
committee and to confine its terms of reference to the much less
edvanced proposals to amend the unemployment insurance title of the
Social Security Act? If you wish, I would be glad to so direct Latimer
and to prepare a letter to the Chairman of the new committee, whoever
he may be, revising the terms of reference of the committees.

The inter-departmental committee making a study of relief under
the National Resources Plenning Board is, by the way, also studying
the whole subject of unemployment insurance. It includes representa-
tives of Labor and Federel Security. o

In 1939 you also asked the Cabinet Committes on Economic
Security "to make active study of various proposals which may be made

for smendments or developments of the Sociel Security Act" but I
understand that committee hag not functioned.

A B E
L & M Lauchlin Currie
g



- MEWORANDUM July 15, 1940

i
TO1 Mr. Lauchlin Curris

FROM Murray W. Latimer

SUBJECT: President's Departmental Letter on Unemployment Insurance

I have just received a letter from the President asking me to desig-
nate' a, representative on an interdepartmental committee on unemployment insur-
ance., After referring to the bills for amending the Railromsd Unemployment
Insurance Aot and for oreating a maritime unemployment insurance system, the
letter directs the committee, after study, to submit to the President befaore
the next session of Congress, a report covering the entire subjeot of the
Government's partielpation in umempleyment oompensation.

I should appreciate some olarificetion of these directions. Tmder
your direction the plan for maritime wnemployment insurance was formulated
with, as I understand it, approval by the President. Hearings have been held
on this bill; with certein minor modification, it has been indorsed by all
maritime labor organizetions, both A. F. of L. and C. I. 0. After conversa-
tions with you and Chairman Bland, I arranged for a committes of the ship-
owners to study the legislation, and aotion in that quarter in the near
future is probable. I have stated on what I assumed was good authority that
action now is desired, Chairmen Bland and Bailey heve indiocated that this is
possible. Am I now to inform those. interested that the Administration is
opposed to action on the measure whioh has already been worked out?

The amendments to the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Aot have prog-
ressed even further. Amendments sponsored by rallroad labor have been re-
ported out in the Semate. I am told by the chairmsn of the unemployment
committee of the Railway Labor Executives' Asscoiation that a considerable
majority of the Senate, inoluding both the Demooratie and Republiocan leaders,
and a large majority of the House are pledged to favor the bill.

The members of the Railroad Retirement Board, inoluding the membar
representing the railroads, have submitted, at the request of Chairman Lea,
& report recommending the passage of the labor amendments, with the caution,
however, that the reports had not been sleared by the Bureaw of the Budget
and that the program of the President with respeot thereto was not lmown.
dome informal suggestions of the Budget Bureau were presented to the Com-
mittes in my testimony on the Bill. Should I now, in view of the President's
letter, indicate to those interested that the Administration desires the log=
islation held up for this session of Congress? I perhaps should say that if
this is intended, its mocomplishment will require word to the Conegress from
somecne much higher in povernmentsl rank than I,

If, however, it is not intended to stop ocurrent legislation, might
I suggest that the scope of the interdepartmental committee's terms of refer=
ence be more olearly marked out?
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THE WHITE HOUSE ,_";24’%’-*2"“

WASHINGTON

August 23, 1940.

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Foreign Relations of American Corporations.

There 13 available today considerable informstion, resulting
in part from a federsl grand jury investigetion, on the frequently
very close relations of some of our large corporations with their
German counterparts.

For instance:

1. The ElectroMetallurgical Corporation, which controls a
great many patents in the processingz of chromivm and chromium
plating, =s well ms the hendling of other metals, is said to have
rather complete patent information exchange with the I. G.
Farbenindustrie.

F i

2. Bausech &nd Lomb Compeny has an agrsement with Karl Zeiss
of Germany in connection with militery lens. Under thie agreement
Bausch and Lomb agrees to pay royalties to the Germasn firm on any
militery lens equipment made for the U. S. armed forces, regardless
of who ovns the patent or who designed the formula used (many of
our military formulae ere developed by the Bureau of Standards).
According to Justice investigators, Bauech and Lomb not only pays
royelty on military lens but turns over to the Germans the formule
used. This is a one-sided arrangement, since the Gormans have not
been supplying similar information to the U, S. firm. Bausch and
Lomb further sgreed to employ as = superintendent of its military
lens department e person designated by Zeiss. Military lens include
eyuipment for ordinary and eeriel cameras, as well as vital parts
for range finders, binoculars, and automatic fire controls.

3. The Sperry Instrument Company, which is one of the manufact-
urers of the U. S. bomb sight, is reported to have very cloae
connectlons and patent information exchange with one of the large
German corporations.

4+ The American companies processing magnesium and owning
the patents for this process are jointly owned by the Aluminum
Company and I. G. Farbenindustrie. The patents cover the method
of casting magnesium (fundamentel to the menufacture of airplane
ports) without combustion. Technical informetion in all developmentsa
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1s made aveilable to the Germen participents and certain
information was mede available as recently as April.

I em informed that in recent years patent exchange informa-
tion has become one-sided and that we regeive little of any
velue compared with what we give.

It has been suggested that advantage be taken of the
Texas Corporation-Westrick affair to have some Senator offer
a resolution calling for an investigation. Any heerings held
on such a resolution would offer an opportunity for airing
some of the kmown facts. I think such faots would have a
bearing on many people's attitude toward a change in politieal
control,

Would you like me to proceed on my own initiativa in this

matter?

e
Lauchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Aogust 28, 19.0.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Amendments to Reilroad UnamElnzgent Insurance.

I em sorry to bother you about this, but the railroad
labor people keep calling me and 1t mzy be that you might
went to help them. They have sponsored amendments to the
Reilroad Unemployment Insursnce Act ealling for increased
benefits up to the level of the best state systems. These
amendments were approved by the individusl members of the
Railroad Retirement Board, wers sponsored by Wagner, and
have passed the Senate. They are now bogged down in Ledtp
cormittes in the House where it has not bteen possible to .
Becure & quorm, for this purpose, to aet upon them. Cashin,
representing railroad labor, esys Lea is in possesslon of a
letter from the Federal Security Agency stating that the
latter has been advised by the Budget Buresu that the amend-
ments are contrary to your program.

Since railroad lebor appears to be very much concerhed
about the matter, and since it appears to be good roliey to
raiee the Federal Unemployment Imsurance System uwp to the
levol of the best states, I am wondering whether (a) you
will care to respond to a letter from the railroad labor
executives, or (b) communicate with Lea, or (o) take any
other action. They may, of course, succeed in getting a
favorable report out of the Conmittee in the mext few days,
but they have hod no sucecess so fer.

Inquiring why railroad labor has come out mgainst the
selective service bill, I was told that what labor is really
concerned about is not so much & military draft as the
precedent they fear in drafting labor in general, and trens-
portation labor in particular, for work at $30 a month.

Some definite commitment amgainst such & possibility on your
part might reassure them end weeken the opposition to the

bill, = o .
:un.hlin Currie



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 5, 1940

In accordance with your instructions I spoke to the Budget Dirsctor
and to Lea. The former told me that as a result of ¥our letter to the
Chalrman of the Railrosd Retirement Board, he had notified interested depart-
ments that "the general objectives of such of this legiglation as related to
maritime unemployment insurance and to increasing the benefits or modifying
the procedures with respect to railroad unemployment insursnce would not be
in econflict with the program of the Fresident", and that these departments
would so notify Lea.

I then called Lea. I received the gtrong impression from my conversation
with him that he would not take any action wntil he was reasonebly sure he
could get his committee to delete the two provisions of the bill shortening
the waiting period to one week and providing for a carryover of one year in
eligibility for benefits on the grounds that these conatitute en undesirsble
precadent for State systems. He will take the position, I feel sure, that
your approvel relatss only to the brosd objectives and not to such "details",

I then checked with Dave Robertson, who called me, and with Murray Latimer,
who both assured me that they regard these "details" as absolutely eassential
to the broad objective of ralsing benefits to the level of the best States.
The setuel weekly benefit provided will continue to be lower (on the basis of
the same wages) than under the laws of several of the better states ——
California, Illinois, New York, Ohlo and Pennsylvania, for example. Only by
adding the other provisions under question will the benefite in the broad
sense be brought up to the level of these states,

Latimer further informs me thet the desirability of the one week walting
perlod has been widely recognized. It is incorporated in the MeCormoek and
Surray bills; sand 1s recommended by the Soclal Security Board and by the
Senate Committee on Unemployment headed by Senator Eyrnes (who psrsonally is
atrongly in faver of it). The cerryover prineiple has ample precedent in
early Stete laws.

Finally I checked with Altmeyer who steted that he regarded both
provisions as desirable.

In these circumstances you may wish me to inform Lea that it is my
undergtanding that in approving the objectives and the modifications of the
procedures you included both the provisions in question.

Lauehlin Currle



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 12, 1940,

LELIORANTUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Toreign Relations of American Corporations

On August 24 you authorized me, after consultation with the
Attorney General, to proceed on my own initiative in the matter of
8 Congressional investigation into the inter-relations of American
and German corporations, with partiecular reference to armements and
national dofense, and the safeguarding of military secrets. I
approached Claude Pepper, who was sager 10 proceed. He had the
attached resolution prepared and took it up with Senator Byrnes, who
edvised against introduecing it on the grounds that i his Committee
approved Pepper's resolution, it would be difficult for it to turn
down Bennett Clark's reguest for an investigation of foreign propa-
ganda. The matter rested thera, However, three days ago Senator
Wheeler introduced a resolution closely paralleling Peppsr's proposad
resolution.

Several courses appear to be open:

(a) Byrnes might bloek Wheeler's resolution, in which
case there would be no Congressional investigation. Wheeler,
however, might make some prolitieal canital out of thia,

(b) Pepper might join up with Wheeler in order to make
sure thet the investigation wes directed toward national
defense and not isolationiam. Clark?s resolution could then
be blocked on the grounds that Dies was covering his proposed
subject matter.

Arnold's investigations are uncovering a maze of inter-relation-
ships that are unquestionably contrary to the best interests of the
United States. Hs is, however, restricted to congpiracies in restraint
of domestic trade and his findinge are not getting much of s pley. We
are continuing to make many of our technological discoveries and improve-
ments vital to national defense available to Germany end are getting
nothing in return. The present appears & propitious time for putting
a8 stop to these undesirable errangemnents.

I shall be gled to discuss the altarnativgs with you at your
convenience or to proceed in fny way you may care to suggest.

Lauchlin Currie .



RESOLUTION

Resolved. That a speolal committee of five Senators, to be appointed by
the President of the Senste, is hereby created =snd is authorized and direscted
to meke a full and complete investigation of arrangements and relations, formal
or informal, existing between American industrisl, financial and commercial enter
prises on the one hand, and foreign governments and induatrial, commereisl and
financial snterprises operating in foreign countries on the othar hand, to deter-
mina the extent to which such arrangements and relations are or mey be a means
of

A. conveylog to forelgn govermments or to industrial, commercial or
Tinancial enterprises operating in foreigm countries, informaticn reg-rding
implements, eguipment, materiel, devices, instruments, processes, patents,
plens, programs or other things which are or may be useful to the military or
naval sstablishments or the national defense of the United States; or,

B. withholding from the United Stetes or from other industrial, com-
mercial or financial enterprises operating in the United States, information
regerding implements, equipment, materiel, devices, instruments, processes,
patents, plans, programs or other things which are or may be useful to the
military or naval establishments or the natiocnal defense of the United States;
or,

€. returding the development, production, or use by the United States
or by American industrial, commercial or financial enterprises of implements,
equipment, materiel, devices, instruments, processes, patents, plana, programs
or other things which are or may be useful to the militery or naval establishments
or the netional defense of the United Statea.

Section 2. As scon as practicable, the committee shell meke a report or

reports to the Senate comcerning the investigation and, in conjunotion therewith,

o 7
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meke recommendations with respesot to legialation upon the furuguing subjects
for the purpose of strengthening the militery and nnval aatablisbments and for
promoting the netional defense.

Seotion 3. For the purposes of this resolution the committes or any duly
authorized subcommittee thereof, is authorized to hold such hearings, to sit
and act at such times and pleces, either in the District of Columbiec or else-
whera, during the sessions, recesses, and adjourned periods of the Semate in
the Seventy-S5Sixth and succeeding Oonzresses, to employ end fix the COMpenEn=
tion of such officers, experts and employees as 1t deems necessary for the
performance of its duties, and to utilize the servioces, information, facilities,
and personnel of the departments and agencles of the govermment. The cormittes
is further suthorized to require by subpoens sr otherwise the attendance of
such witnesses and the production and impounding of such books, papers, correg-
pondenee, memoranda, eontracts, agrsements, or other records and doomments, to
administer such oatha, end to teke such testimony and to ;aka such -axpendi-
tures as it deems advieable. The committee shell be entitled to exercise the
game powsrs and rights as are conferred upon the Securitiss end Exchanga
Commissicn by subsections (d) emd (e) of Section 18 of the Act of August 26,
'1935 (49 Stat. 831); and the provisions of such subsections shell be applicable to
all persons swmoned by subpoena or otherwise to attend and testify or to pro-
duce hooks, pap-ors, ourraapundan&n, memoranda, contracts, sgreements, or
other records end documents before the committee. A vacancy on the committes
shall be filled in the smme menner as original apsointments and shall not
affect the power of the remaining members to sxecute the funotione incumbent on
the special committes. The cost of stenographic services to report such

haarings shall not be in excess of 25 cents per hundred words. The expenses
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of the committee, which shall not exceed y Bball be paid from

the contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers approved by the chairman,
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THE WHITE HOUSE : SF

WASHINGTON
Septenber 23, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Re: Senator Downey,

After Tovmsend's declaration for
Willkie, I called Dowvney and asked him if he
were going to make any statement. I told
him I was calling on my own acecount. He
seid he would think it over. Today he
called me and said that shortly he was
going to come out for you end your position
on old age pensions. He indicated that
he would 1ike me to pass this information

along to you.

Lauchlin Currie
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A 2 THE WHITE HOUSE
},’ WASHINGTON

November 28, 1940.

FOR PRESTDENT;

Re: Recent shipments of certain meterdals to
Japan,

1. Lubricet [}

Shipments of lubricating oil to Japan in the
four weeks endinz November 25 amounted to 243,000
barrels, which in turn is equal to half of the total
shipments to Japan in 1939. Comprised in the shin-
ments of the past four wecks were 24,000 barrels of
aviation lubricating oil subject to license.

2s 50 .

In the four-week period ending November 25 we
shipped 375,000 barrles of high octene gas subject
to license. This quantity is mdre than one=third
of total 1939 shipmenta.

3+ Crude Petroleum,

Shipments in the four-week period ending
November 25 amounted to 1 million barrels..

4+ Fuel end gas oil,

Shipments in the four-week pericd anding
November 25 amounted to 600,000 barrels.

I do not know whether you get periodic reporta
on the current shipments of strateglic materisls,
If not, would you like me to call such shipmenta
to your attention from time to time?

A

Lauchlin Currie




THE WHITE HOUSE S
WASHINGTON \ e
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Dﬂﬂﬂﬂbﬂ‘r 16. l?ml‘

MIMORANDUM FOR THE PRESTDENT:
Re: Attached clipping.

]

The attached may have escaped
your attention. I don't know
whether you knew that Robey, who
would have no difficulty in finding
plenty in your speeches "prejudicisl
to the system of free enterprise”,
flunked his Ph.D. examination at
Columbia after teaching there for

some years.

Lauehlin Currie

¥ Lo,
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¥ THE WHITE HOUSE é, AP
fuy WASHINGTON
Jamuary 2, 1941.
NDUM RES
Re: edersl Re Stat

I have beén somewhat embarrassed by
the publicity in connection with this state-
ment z2nd sorry that I was not able to head |,
it off in any way. Secretary Morgenthau
and Chairmen Eccles called me in tec get the
background, as they expected to see you
together and they thought you might possibly
refer the statement to me. Then on last
Monday it was decided that they would not
see you together and Cheirman Ececles called
me and told me that he intended to take it
up with you directly through Steve,

I really didn't have any advice to
offer, as by the time I was informed, Chairman
Eceles had already committed himself so
irrevocably with his Board and System there
wasn't much I could see could te done.

A

Lauchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE ’f | VRCL
WASHINGTON '

\
January 18, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Re! China Trip. .

I saw Sumner Welles, as you suggested,
and he immediately said that he thought my
proposed trip an excellent idea and that,
8o far as he could ses, there was no
impropriety at all in my taking = leave of
absence and having my expenses paid by the
Chinese. Unless I hear to the contrary,
therefore, I shall make my plans to leave
next Sunday. I also think it advisable
to work out a little statement with Steve
which could be released at the appropriate

f\iﬁ*‘-’@ '

uchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 12, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE PRESIDENT:
Re: Dinner with ¥illkie and Luce.

Although the matter of Mr. Willkie's
going to China came up I did not quote you
in any way. Willkie said that if he decided
to go he would ascertain your wishes in the
matter but that he was askinz me entirely in
my unoffieial and personsl capacity. I
replied that I could not urge him to go
since the journey was hazardous, but that if
he decided to go I sugrested he misht consider
the advisability of going to Japan first, then
China, Singapore, Australia, and the Dutch
East Indies. He saw the point immediately of
displaying a united front to Japan and thousht
he could indicate to them a hardeninz of the
American attitude in the general conflict.
He said, however, that he had not come to any
decision, that the trip would take so long,
and that there were personal affairs that:
might prevent it. Luce is leaving for China
on the twenty-sixth of this month.

Willkie seemed most anxious to tulk about
the necessity for convoys. He seid he would
aporeciate it very much if I could check on
the gravity of the shippin: situstion for
England and let him know whether it was really
as serlous as it had been represented to him.
Do you want me to do this?

Did you notice the attached pleture from

this week's Life?

uchlin Currie
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W THE WHITE HOUSE

o i1 30 WASHINGTON

April 21, 1941.
MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Viscount Halifax's speech before the
Newspaper FEditors' Convention, April 18.

Lord Halifax spent some time Justifying Munich.
He recounted a private conversation he had had with
Chamberlain on the latter's return from Munich,
wherein he had urged him not to have a generzl
election but, rather, to reconstitute his government,
bringing Bevin and others into it. He said he
thought that history might have been a little
different if his advice had been followed.

I am afraid that he was displeased with my
remark that morale in China had reached its lowest
point at the time of the closing of the Burma Road,
but was now very highs When I sat down he said
that he had expleined at the time to the Chinese
Ambassador that China should not mind much because
they could not bring any goods in during the rainy
season anyway, and in the meantime it gave England
"t imen,

Pamphlets issued by the Buchmanites on
national defense were at all the dinner places.

0 o

Lauchlin Currie

P |
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Aprdil 25, 1941

MEMOR/NDUM FOR THE PRESTDENT:

Re: The attached elipping

In sc¢cordance with your instruetions
I telephoned Willkie and told him that
gome of our exparts were not at all sure
that convoys were the snswer; that the
problem was tougher than in 1918 end that
perhaps what was needed was more serial
observation and aerisl convoys, and more
seattering of ships. He said he
sppreciatsd the information and asked me
to keep him informed a8 he 1s now eo
committed to thie policy.

D A

chlin Currie






- Sroda Ve g, copd
“vhllahed 1n

Forsirn Nalstiong of the inited 5trtep

1l Vol, IV The Fap Eapt

e, 186- 187




oy i,
2 [

WASHINGTON

THE WHITE HOUSE 3 L, ik _,{\
il L
LB
At

May 13, 1941.

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
The attached cable from
Chieng Kai-shek, sddressed to me,

srrived yesterday. I think the
source of his information was the
Chinese Ambassader at Berlin,
#ie Dr. Quo Tail Chi.

I am forwarding & copy to
Secretary Hull.

Leuchlin Currie

6‘.-
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May 12, 194l.

FOLLOWING FROM GENERALISSIMO-

MESSAGE OF THIED INSTANT FROM PRESIDENT RECEIVED STOP
PLEASE EXPRESS MY DFEP APPRECIATION OF HIS SIMCERE
ASSISTANCE STOP REPORT HAS JUST REACHEED HERE THAT IF
RELATIONSHIP EETWEEN GERMANY AND UNITED STATES REMAINS
AS AT PRESENT AND NOT WORSEN GERMANY IS LETERMINED TO
.STAF.T rI'IIZZ'ETILI‘I'IF‘E AGATHET RUSISI.R WITHIN A MONTH AWD A
HALF STC!? IF Gﬁ!‘ﬂi'ﬂiﬁﬁ-hT PLEASE INFOhM PRESIDENT. STOP

- SEGAC




]l"._.F-n [eeyyed

Telegrem Recelved by Mr, Lavghlin Currie, Adminietr:tive
Areirtent to President Roosevelt, Chungleing, July 2, 1941,
(Signed by "Segec"), 5

Telefr:n stetes thet Gererslireimo hes recelved reliable
infornstion that Jepen will ebrogete the Soviet-Jdepen
Mevtrelity Paet end deckre wer on Rueeip,

SEE: Foreign Relstione of the United Stetes, 1941, Vol. IV,
e ¥epr Efgt, page 299,

RLI 12/3/56
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THE WHITE HOUSE .. a0
WASHINGTON
June 3, 1941,

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Napier Sabre Engine,

The attached letter from Assistant
Secretary Lovett comments on my memo
to you on the Napler Sabre. The main
points it brings out are (a) it 1= not
feasible to enter upon volume production
of the engine, (b) Mr. Knudsen proposes
an experimental order of 150 engines,
(c) the War Department hss advised OFM
that it has no objection to this proposal,

I will let you know if and when this
proposal is adopted.

Leuchlin Currie
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WABHINGTON, D. C.

J‘ﬂﬂE 2’ 1941-

lir, Lauchlin Currie,
The White House,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Currie:

1. Your memorandum to The President on the Napier Sabre
Engine has been forwarded to my office.

2. I have read Mr, Taub's report and am very much interested
in this engine. For your information, the new four-engine bomber pro-
gram, which has an ultimate objective of 500 four-engine bombers per
month, will extend to the utmost the productive capacity of all trained
personnel and the plant equipment now available in this country. In
addition, it will require a most extensive personnel training program as
well as considerable expansion of aircraft establishments and those
available for the manufacture of high-grade machine tools., In view of -
which, I am advised that the production of the Sabre Engine in quantities
at this time would seriously impair the production of airplanes for this
program. Further, that regardless of the priority given Sabre Engine
production, it would be impracticable to produce them for use at the
front prior to 1%43 at the earliest.

3. The decision to use Chevrolet facilities for the production
of the Pratt~iWhitney R-1830 Engine, to meet the requirements for the four-
engine bomber program, was necessitated by the fact that Chevrolet was the
most capable of all the facilities available for this production.

4. Two Sabre Engines have been requested for test at Wright
Field to be used in connection with an exploration into the practicability
of producing the Sabre Engine in this country. In this connection, lir.
Wm. 5. Knudsen proposes an experimental order for the purpose of determining
the problems connected with the production of this engine and its reduction
tc American production practices. Final decisions in this connection are
being deferred pending the arrival and tests of these engines at Wright Field.

5« In connection with production of this engine in England, every
aid is being given to the procurement of some 250 special machine tools for
use in its fabrication.

6. In view of special characteristics of the Sabre Engine, par-
ticularly its use of a sleeve valve and its very high R.P.M., this depart-
ment is interested in seeing at least an initial step made toward putting




Mr, Lauchlin Currie,
Page two,
June 2, 1941,

an engine of this type into production. e have, therefore, indicated
to the Office of Production Management that we have no objection te the
preduction in the Hercules Engine Company plant of an initial pilet test
run of approximately 150 engines.

7. I feel that this procedure will permit us to proceed with
our current program in addition to exploring the possibilities of the
Sabre, the production of which, under the circumstances, we are unable
to undertake in quantity at this time, I am very glad to have the
benefit of your comments to The President and of Mr., Taub's report.

Sincerely youra,

3 ROBERT A, LOVETT,
. Aspistant Secretary of War for Air.



‘HE WHITE HOUSE
, WASHINGTON

May 19, 1941.

WFMORANDUM FOR
RO S g

Probably you know all about
this but Mr. Currie suggested I send

it to you for your consideration.

FeDeRs

Hamorandu:é for theff';naidant from Hon.
Lauchlin Currie, 5/9/41, in re The Napier
Sabre engine. Attached is & copy of LaL Table’
W7 from the British aircraft authorities, which

X was shown to Mr, Currie by aub, the
engineer sent over by Beaverbrook with the
«3B2s Sabre englne X FFAD
. " g o ; -}
Ll i A

ﬂ'.la'- v-



THE WHITE HOUSE &
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1941

MHESQRANDUK FOH WlS6 TULLY:

I HAVE TALKED TO THE
FREEICENT ABOUT T:IE AND IT CAN
BE FILED.

HARRY L. HOPEINS



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 30, 1941,

MENORANDUM FOR
HONM, HARRY L. HOPEIN3

Will you speak to me
about thie?

F. D. R.
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. THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 25, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESTDENT ¢

Re: Ai anas for Chi der Leass-Lend.

Mesting China's request for pursuit ships and bombsrs involves a
mejor question of policy. This memorandum outlines briefly the cnaa
for-the immediate diversion of some airpl=nes to Chins.

l. Jepan is on Axds pnrtoer committed to a policy of domination
of the For East. Despite csoursnces to the controry, 1t will seize
every opportunity to further this poliey.

2. The Russo-JTupanese Pact faeilitates, to a degree, this policy.
Wnile it may be presumed that mutuel trust is lacking, still a parallel
atep by step policy of withdrawing men ond moterial from the Menchurian-
Sibarian frontier may very well prove feasible and in the interests of
both Russia and Japan,

3: Should Suez nnd the Near East fall to Germeny, thia would
unquestionably embolden the Japanese.

4+ Singepore is the Xey to the Indinn Oceen, iustralasis snd Ocsunis.
It is as indispenssble to the continu.tion of Britain's war effort as it
iz t0 Japan's dominence of the East., It may be assumed, thersfore, that
Japan will move against Singapore whemever conditions eopear favorable.

5. Jepan would ba propored to offer Chims peace on vary favorable
tarma for the purpose of rsleasing large numbors of men and planes and
quantities of materisl. She could do this readily as the posasssion of
Singnpore would put her in a position to dictate any terms to China.

6. Therefore, the defense of Singapore should be o enrdinsl fonture
of our strategy and the British strategy.

7. The best defense of Zingapore ic in China. Were China put in a
nosition to assume the offensive, Jounn would have to strengthen her
forces in China, rather than wenken them. The assunption of a vigorous air
offensive by the Chinese ugainst the Jep-mess in China snd in Japon and
in Indo-China, would also effectively tie up the Japanese air force.

On tho other hand, eerizl defense of Singapore is diffioult as it is
opan to attack from the aon without adeguate warning.

The beat defense of Singapore, thoerefors, would appear to comsist im
(e) keepin: the Chinese fighting on a larger oeale tham before, (b) foro-
ing Japrn to mainteoin <nd inoresse its ground end air forees in Chins,
(e) =ttackin: Jupenese ehkiupinz - nd nirdromes in Indo=China frow China.




8, In cddition to theso comsiderstions, Chinmese morals at this
momeAt tadly needs m shot in the arm.

9. For oll theos reasons, wo should divort sime pursult shipe,
bombers, and advenosd treinsrs to Chins ae soon as possibla.

10. Both our armead servicss snd the British will be raluctant to
give up any ships for this purpose. Purvis himself is myrpothotio as
ip also Lovett. I am afraild, however, thut the matter is one that
reguires your personal intervention if any subatantinl help is to be
glveon.

Unfortunately, I am oot in a position to make any epacifiec sugges-
tions sa I am not in posseseion of the faots regerding our current
ntocks nod production and the Britich and Amorienn requirements. The
Chinose hove asked for the delivery in 1941 of 500 edditional purauit
shipa, 300 two-engined bombara, 12 four-sngioe bombars nnd 300 troimors.

= 5-"“"-"'_#; < ‘--‘-"'---'----»--__:;%I :

Leiehlin Currio
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THE WHITE HOUSE :
WASHINGTOM E;*"*T1JL.

June 13, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Allocation for the Yunnsn-Furma
Raillway.

In mccordance with what I judged to
be your wishea, I asked the Corps of
Engineers to work up a complete railway
project, not to exceed ﬁlE.GDU.DGﬂ. making
use wherever poesible of used rolling stock
and shop edquipment, and ineluding funds for
supervisior and inspection. This program
of "bare eassentimls" was worked out in
collaboration with representatives of China
Lefense Supplieas, Ine, It is estimated
that the totel coet of shipping all supplies
involved will amount to £3,206,000. Im
order to faeilitate the orderly planning and
proceseing of this project end to save your
time, I suggested that only two allooations
be presented for your approvel, the
acgompanying one of §15,000,000 and & later
cne of $3,206,000 for shipping expenses.

,@'f;:z“@;
Lauchlin Currie
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o ATOEEEY NERLY O WAR DEPARTMENT

T ENGINDIRS, U, £ ARY E=F
'r_u Eo:-u-ﬁl;m;n: QFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON May 31, 1941,

narss o s e, 8004388 (China)

¥r. Lauchlin Ourris,

Admivdatrative Assistant to the Freaident,
¥y dear Mr, Currie:

In mossrdance with your request, represantatives of thip Office
have consulted with the Chicess reproncotatives of the Ministry of Communi-
saticns regarding the establishment of a reduced cost entimate for provid-
ing the nosessary materinls for the Yunaap-Burea Bailway under the provislons
of the Land Lease Aot.

Agreament: has besa reached upon & $16,000,000 prograz for providing
ell ths required materinls. This redusties has been affectad by #liminating
all motor trusks and the gasoline and lubricacts therefor, by rodusing the
losomotives as proposed on May ZBth, by reduoircg guantities of construstion
tools, and by li=iting shop equipment to the $1,800,000 figure proepossd by
thin Office, Howsver, the Chiness have adicad that.ths tis requirement, a
reduced medioal reguirement, and a redused stosl bridge requirement be re-
placed in the Progras, X E

L

A summary of the ite=s inoluded inm this estimate followas

ls Hails and accesscriss ¥ 3,064,000
2.  Slespera 500, 000
#: Bridge and culverts 535, 600
4s  Looomotives and oranes 5,395,000
S. Care and wagons 1,293,000
6.  Workshop and Loccmotive Sheds 1,600,000
T: Water Supply System 800, 000
8. Coastrustion equipment and tools 1,200,080
9. Construstion materials 408,860
10,  Telegraph and telephonas 400,000
1ls Hedioine and medical oqulp=ent 1,000,000
12a Traffio squipment 370,000

Total 14,450,510

Administration & In.!rgg- BAE. 4580

Total 18,000, 000

It in believed that this project can be worked cut setinfactorily
within the §16,000,000 figure stated, aspeainlly in view of the faot that
the Chimese state that thoy will agres to & further redustion in the units
of eguipment to be furniehed in order ta keop the total cost within +he
figures stated above,

For the Chief of Ernpinessrass

e bra ‘
m Ansistant to the Chief or'l.u;l.mul.

i
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ZHURANOUE FoR THE PRESIDENT

Ae: Protection of Amerlesn pilote peiling to China.

Auout 100 smerieen pilotm and mechenlos hove booked
ntrrsge on the Duteh 8. B. Jegerafonteine fron Sen Frenclscs
icrnere, esllisg June 80, In.viev of (1) your mtatemcnt
=€ olallnge of the Robin lsor, (2) the temrtimanv af one af
¢ mombera of the Alp Mission to Chlnn who hes just returned
the Uirplan wom followes nnd bogbed continuously by the
¢ {mare an thir lrter), nnd (3) the prove possibllity tant
n' rolder w411 sttenpt to prevent these sirqen fras reaching
n, yau ulght opre to'authorize me to take up with Searetery Znox
W nravislon of profection for thie shilp in the Per Enat,

Lauwchlin Currle

"L. C. 0

F. . R
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 21, 1941,

P ANT i

Re: Protection of Amerdcsn pilots sniling to China,

About 100 Ameriean pilots and mechanice have
bookred passage on the Dutch 5.5, Jagorsfontaine from
Snn Frenclises to Singapere, sailing June 30. In
view of (1) your statemsnt on the sinkine of the
Fabin Moor, ﬁ] the testlmony of ome of the membars
of the Afr Missfon to Chine who has Just returned
Lhet the Mission was followed and boabed
by the Japanese (more on this later),nnd (3) the
trave possibllity that a "Germanh ralder will attempt
L9 prevent these alrsen from reschins Chine, you misht
eara to duthorize me to teke up with See Knox
tie provisien of protection for this ship in the

Fr.r Zar

deies

Laychlin Currie

Clreured o440y
TreJina L e
Adalz. fterk, June 26,

7
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1941.

Re: - 1 8

In accordance with your instructions,
I discussed this matter with Mr, Welles. He
suggests that you authorise me. to convey the
following message to T. V. Soong1

In answer to the Generalissimo's e
as to whether the President would be in favor
of definite military arrangements betwean the
Soviet and Chinese Governments, the President
has authorized me to inform you that the United
States Government, not being a party to the
8greement, cannot take responsibility for it.
However, the President added that he was of
the opinion that such military arrangements
would definitely be to China's bensfit. His
attitude toward the suggeated pact between
China, Russia and Great Britain was similar,
The President would appreciate further informa-
tion as to the nature of the proposed military

arrangements and pact,

B g

/\ Q uchlin Currie

i
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Fr. Laughlin Currie, Adminietretive Arrletant to Preaidant
Aaoe-velt, to the Acting Seoretary of State, ¥eahington,
Aupuet 3, 1941, enoloedng & Cable to Laughlin Currie from Owen
Lattimore, Ohungking, August 2, 1501

Currie refere to Lettimore'n asble on the altustian in
Chine Fn! recommends elx courses of astion to contedin Jepan
until the Battle of the Atlentie 1m won,

3&: Forelgn Felatione of the United Stste, 1541, Vol. IV
= FaF C.8f, papes JETogro o : ;

o
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WAR DEPARTMENT 4
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON
o ] e \
i July 15, 1941 L/ i
f“. “ ot : \ IR
kst
Dr, Lauchlin Currie . - ,

Tha White House
Dear Doctor Currie:

Based upon the report and recommendations made by
the United States Military Aviation Mission and the additional
report of Commander E. O. McDeonnell, U.S.N.R,, Naval member of
the mission, the War Department will assist in alding China as
follows:

(1) Train twenty-five Chinese pilot, bomber and
navigator crews beginning about April 1, 1942, at which
time it i1s estimated our heavy bombardment squadrons in
the Continental United States will be equipped with suf-
flelent aireraft to undertake this training,

(2) Undertake, on October 1, 1941, the training
of twenty-five Chinese armament and radioc mechanies in
the Alr Corps Technleal Schools,.

(3) Beginning October 1, 1941, undertake the
training of 500 Chineee pilots, in increments of fifty
(50) every five weeks, at the Air Corps Primary, Basie,
and Single Engine Advance Flying Schools, To accomplish
this our omn program may have to be reduced by like num-
bara. 4

(4) Determination of the amounts of aireraft
ammunition which ecan be allotted to meet the needs of
the Chinese Covernment will be made about Ootober 1,
1941, in accordance with the approved War Department
policy relating to Defense Aid Transfers.

It 1s recommended that State Department action be
initisted to securs, first, guarantees from the Chinese Govern=
ment which will insure that the American Volunteer Air Unit is
commanded and staffed by expesrienced Ameriean aviators; and

Frunaiin . Roosevedd Hilﬂ'f
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SECRET

second, the Chinese Toverrmment to agrec that the Chief of
the Amerfcan fir lisston to ching will be the sols Judge
-:.:‘ the readiness for comhat of tha Amap esn Voluntear Alr
nd ts

Falthfully yours,

e

Chdafl of Staff.
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August 27, 1941,

MEMORANTUM FOR THE ERESIDEMT
Re: Billt“x H.l“ggg to EM“_I

T T Boong called me this norning
ohd maked if thers would be eny objeation
%0 tho relesss in Chinm of your letter to
Lim, & copy of which I ettach. Heo made
the point that It would let the Chinoss
Enow that the Mission wea in responss to
fA_requeat of the Generalissimo,
(Incidentnlly, through T, V., Boongl )



Auguet 20, 1941,

Dear Dr. Scong:

I am happy to cosply with the request of
Genereliseime Chinng Kni-Shek, sonveyed to me through
FOUL iutt-ur of August '?.. that an Amerdicen military
miosion ba sent to Chine. The Sscrotury of Wor has
selected we chief of the mission Brigadier General
Magruder, who is now nesmabling his nission and will
depart, oo ooon a8 possible, for Chungking.

I trust that thic mission will aié Ching .
in her wvalisnt struggle.

Slaperely yours,
(8igmed) Fraoklin D. Rocsevelt

Dr. T. ¥. Soong,
Chine Dofonoe Suppliee, Inc.,
1601 V Street, N. W.,
Washingtom, D. 0.
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September 3, 1941
MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

You will see my telegrunm to
Sinelair which 1s attached and
L think this letter can be
filed.

HARRY L. HOPEINS



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 26, 1941.

EMOAND THE:
Re: Boghbers for Clhinese.

The Joint Board, after prolonsed and caraful study by the Joint
Planmdny Committes, rocommended that 33 Hudsonas and 33 DBT's be made
avellehle this year to the Chiness out of stocke end production in
thiz country controlled by the British, When ¥you spproved this
recommendation, I notified Chieng as I have been dofing with other
perts of the defense ald pro.ram you approved. Subrequently, however,
the Army took the position that your approvel wns not sufficient snd
thet o walver would have to be obtained from tha British.

I coplained the matter to Harry Hopkirs mnd he suggested we
re—examine the possibilities of divorting bombers from our owm Army
progrem, I did so with rather discouraging results, Owing to contimued
bugs in the Martin Bof, the Army 15 currently takine delivery of only
one type of medium bomber, the Morth American B35, of which it axpeats
te get 35 to 40 & month during the balance of the year, after diverting
J o month to the Russlans, In sddition, the Army is scheduled to get
62 14kt A-20 bombers over the balance of the year which {t madnteins
it nneds badly to mccospary ground operations,

I then eonsultcd air officers who have recently returncd from
Englend., They inforped me thet the British would skortly experience
o shortege of bomber crews and that & diversion of the magnitude I
hod fn mind, spread over a few monthe, could not possibly affeet the
British position significently.

I reparted these facts back to Mr. Hopicine end he then asked
Generel Burns to attempt to geot the bombers required. Since the
British here have no suthority to relense ships, we agreed thet the
most precticeble course sppesred to be to recomsend thet ¥ou explain
the siturtion fremkly to Churchill, slong the lines of the ASCONPRAY=
ing dreft cable.

I have lived with this probles for months snd I think I have
explored eviry possibility. This to be the only way out,

e T
Lauchlin Currie




THE CHINESE HAVE EEEN PLEADING FOR SOME DOMEIRS
10 SUPPLEMENT THEIR FIGHTIR FORCE, KE CANNOT MFET THE
NEZD AS OUR ARMY 18 CURRENTLY TAKING DELIVERY OF oMLY
ABOUT FORTY MIDIUM BOUEERS A MONTH. OUR JOINT STRATEGY
BOARD RECOMMENDED THAT THIRTY-THREE RUDSONS AND
THIRTY-THREE DB-SEVENS FROM YOUR PRODUCTION HERE EE
UADE AVAILABLE 70 THE CHINESE OVER THE BALANCE OF THE
TEAR, T APPROVED THE RECOMMFNDATION, I NOW FIND MYSELF

YAS INFORMED OF THE ABCOLAL-NDATION AND AFFROVAL AND CABLFD
MEMB:I&TIDHMEEIHDMQPPGHTL‘HITITDTEEM
MATT'R UP VITH YOU. I TRUST, THEKEFORE, TEAT YOU CAN SEE
TOUR WAY CLEAR TO BELEASF TEESE BOMBERS, TOGETHER WITH
EQUTPACNT, APMAMENT AND AMUNITION. IF IT 'OULD EE MOmE
CONVENIENT 70 HELEASE MORE HUDSONS AND PEWER DE-SEVENS
Immmammcmmmmmsmum
VELL, DO YOU THINK YOU COULL ALSO MEET AN UPGENT ME:UrsT
FOT ONE HUNDEED TONS OF INCFMDIARY Boumsy WE HAVE MONE,




September 2, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CURRIE:

THE PRESIDENT DID NOT
WANT TO BEND A NOTE DIRECT
T0 CHURCHILL AND THE
ATTACHED TELEGRAM WAS SENT
TO SINCLAIR INSTEAD.

HARRY L, HOPKINS



BBPTEMBER 2, 1941
HOST SBEART
TELEGRAM
TO AMBRMBABSY

LONDOE
FOR SIR ARCHIBALD BINCLAIR

I WONDER IF YOU AND MOORB-BRABIZON AMD PORTAL CAN
HAVE A S8UGGRSTION TO MAKE T0 HELP US OUT OF A DIFFICUL?
SITUATION RELATING TO MEDIUM BOMBERE FOR CHINA,
A RECOMMENDATION HAS BEEN MADE BY OUR MILITARY
PEOPLE THAT 66 MEDIUM BOMBERS BE RELEASED TO TMB CHINESE
+ QVER A PERIOD OF THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. WHILE THEY
RECOMMENDED 33 HUDBONE AND 33 DB-SEVENS I BELIBVE THE
" 14PORYANT THING 18 THAT THEY BR SETISFACTORY MEDICM
BOMBERS IRRESPECTIVE OF THE PARTICULAR TiPR.
THR PRESIDENT IS ANXIOUS TO GET THESE BOMBERS AND
WE BINPLY ARB FOT IN A POSITION TO RELEAEE ANY MORB
MEDIUM BOMBERS IMMEDIATEBLY OUT OF OUR OWN SHARR OF THB
PRODUCTIOR, WHICH IS VBRY GMALL,
CHIANG KAl-SHBK WAS ADVISED INALVERTBNTLY THAT THB
BOMBRRS WOULD BR AVAILABLE.
1 REALIZE HOW DIPFICULT IT 16 FOR YOU TO RELBASE
THESE BOMBERS BUT ON THE OTHBR HAND ®E ARE IN A
DIFFICULT SITUATION IN REGARD TO THR CHINSSE AND WE



=
KNOW OF THEIR VERY UROENT NEED WHICE THE PRBSILENT
BELIEVES SHOULC ER. MET. I KNOW YOU HAVE GIVEN SOME
CONBIDERATION TO THIS. I RERNESTLY HOPE THAT A WAY
CAN BE POUND TO QIVE TREX THE BOKBERS WITH AMMURITION,
THE CHINESE ARE 4LSO WAKING A VERY UROXNT REQUEST
UPOR U8 FOR ONE HUKDRED TONS OF INCENDIARY BOMBS. WE
HAVE NONE. IS THERE AWY POSSIBILITY THAT THIS REQUEET
CAN BE MET FROM YOUR STOCKS?
HOPKINS
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hugust 42, 1941

The Fresident
The Whlte House
fisshington, D. C.

Dear Fai

Tha enclosed leétter and memorandum to Harry Hopkinn
speak for themgelves. I really hope something can
actually ba done sbout it.

I know you have already been told this by Judge
nmm:‘?‘u'f

Fosa don't honestly think they understand
the implicatione behind it. v
!
Sincerely;
/) b
! /

I

/



=gt 1830 PosT Orrice Box 86877

1601 Vv STREET M. W.
WARHINGTON, B, C.

August 16, 1541

Colensl Williem Donovan
Foderal Trede Building
Viashizgton, D. C.

Loor Colonel

This is to summerize the cozversntion I hud with ¥ou yosterday
efterncon.

The ccncurrence of certain events hee made it dosperately necessory
thet help of aireraft to China te izmediste, sc l=medinte that the delivery
will have to be effected by diversicn from the nenrest availsble sources
of supply, osuch ns the Philippines, Singapore or the Dutech Fast Indies.

A+ The firet of thess events im & pew type of contimucun nll=day bosbing==
twonty=two hours cut of twenty=four-=by relaye of bombers in units varying
from large equadrone to flighte of & few planes to which Chungking has besn
contimuously subjected since the Anple-American protest about Jepanocss moves
to the south. Without planes to fight off the becters over the clty and to
bomb back et the beses from which the reiders come, there is mo possibility
of defense or retributien.

It is perfootly clear that the purpose of thig bombing Lo to finish
the "Chinn Incident" before Japan moves in other directicns--by demomstrating
%o the pecple of Chinn the difference betwsen reality and the hopen of the
last fourteen monthe that American mssistance would be effeotive,

This awful demonstration of the differonce betwsen reality and
promises s underlined for the Chimese by two other events,

Bs The seccnd event is the ewiftnese with which 1% is announsed thes
deliverios of aireraft are being made to the Soviet Unicn, after reponted
earlier promises of delivery to the Chinese have been sxoused &8 nom=
performable because the aircraft simply did not exist.

C. The third event--nnd you must underetand this mot in the light of
true justification but in the 1ight in which 1 Brs_to the Chinese vnder
Bpen with materials of war--the very saterial

PP 4
and pesoline thet are presently besbing Chungking--in erder to keep Japen
from attecking cortain Amerdoan supply routes to the south.

Adding these three ovents and their implicaticn together, Chiness who
are weary of Chimng Kai-shek's pblicy or reelstarce in the genaral demcoratio
enuse are seyicg, "Cur resistance is just & pawn in the caleulations of other
demceratic pewers. Japan is boing furnished the materisls with whish to



Colanal Denovan - 2 Augiist 18, 184l

destroy ue in crder to relleve the British from attack in the south and
maybe oven the Rusvldns from attack in the north, Although we are being
given polite non-offensive aid 1like road materials and truoks, nothing
which weuld reslly offend Japan or give ue etriking power of retribution
Againet Japan 18 being allowed to astunlly get hera--aven though this
supposedly non-exlstent offensive materlal is availabls i=mediately for
cour frisnds the Russians."

Flease do not think that any of us in the Chinese Government think
that way or do not understand the Amerionn problem.

But, Colomsl, surely you can understand from your leng exporience
with your natisnals under attask how eansily the aversge Chiness, particularly
the average Chiness army officer, oan think that wiy, and what a terrible
probles of morale it ralses for Chiang Eni-shek at the present tims,

Remenber that the lanst really sffective military aid Chine had from
the Wost was from the German military miseien which d4id snormously and
practicnlly aid us in the first stages of our resistance to Japan and that
the memory of that missien is still real in the minds of our army.

The cables I mm now recelving from China msking if your promi#es of
help ara real are the saddest things to resd and the mest difficult thinga
to answer I have ever facad in my life,

If planes are deliversd to Russin now--sven though the Bussians are
still our friends and mllies--you must get planes to Churgking naw or the
Chinese will never understand,

I have now been in the United States over fourtesn months pleading
for the help of planes.

£ -

In responss the Fresident, after pointing out the dangers of non=

resistante to eggression, promised o call upon hin advisers to give all
rractical msslatance o us,

I then and thers stressed the urgent negasalty of providing us with
alreraft to defend the maln reutes of supply, the key urban aress, and to
snable strategic cparntions on the part of ocur land forces,

In the fourteen months which have followsd not n slnple plane
Bulli ui-ﬁl!? l@!ﬂ EHE arpament end ammanltion oo Lhat EE NEH aotunlly
e ussd tc ire has rea inn,

Through the exertions of the Fresident 100 Curtiss P=40's were re-
lensed by the British last fall and eventually reached China, but the
nacesgary spara parts and srmunition without which these oraft are net
fighting ships but only teaining ships, are just being arranged for now,

Lagt fall and winter we were offerad a few bembern oapable of
ralding Japan., The offer was accepted but 1% did mot materialice.



Colonsl Demevan = 3 August 16, 1541

A spealsl American air mission under Gensral Claggett visitad China
fellowing Mr, Currie's visit and after an inmtensive study of our airfields,
air foroe, and faoilities on the spot, favorably reported cn our plans for
an air fores of 350 pursults and 150 bochers, No action has materinliced,

At the end of July an allotment of 66 bombers and 268 fightars was
definitely retifiod by the Joimb Strategy Hoard on the Prosident's anthority
and Chinng Eai-shek was assurod of irmediste delivery of 24 bombers, Genoral
Chiang was never happler than when Lauchlin Currle cebled back that sssurancs
to Chungking.

Teday I am told that deliveries cannot start befors October and then
on & scale which will extend inte Spring, 1942,

Voanwhile Chunglking is btozbed insessantly day and nipht and China
goss on the second month of her fifth year of war while the promises I
cablad over for encouragement one by ono £ail,

Army leaders and Pecples' Representatives of Fres China ask Chiang
finil-ghek whon the Amerioan planes are coming, fhen ha gives them my answer--
that the planes are simply not yet produced in the United Statep--they will
ask him whore the plancs are coming from for Russia,

It does the Generalimsizme 1ittle good to reply that a gensrous
allocation of funds is belng made under the Lease-Land enfotments; that
avery courtesy is shown by tho seversl agencles interested; that sincers
concern fa manifested by the leadars of the adminlatraticon; and that more
of the trucks are on the way,

What we need and need desperately le the actual appearance on the
Chungking front now, of alraraft diverted from the Fhilippines, Sinpapors
or the Dutch East Indies with ultimate use of the future deliveriss that
have been promised us,

After that irmediats relief what we need is ths actunl allocation
of favorable priorities’ and the mctusl certainty of deliveries of n spaaiel
air unit of 360 fighters and 160 bembers, maintainad at that siee.

With this sizs of a force, & mare drop in the bucket as far ns tha
naeds of Eritaln and Rusela are congernsd--we oould pravent or reander
diffieult any extanslve Jepansse move townrd the south, We could afford
effnctive assistance to the defsnse of Sirgapore mnd the Thbah Zast Indiesn.
We could defend the Burma Hoad and the key eities in Fres Chipa, Ve sould
-deferd the Durma Rond and the key oltdes in Fres Chima, We sould launsh
counter-attacks with the purpose not only to hold sxisting Japaness forces
in China but £o compel thr  continuous dispatch of strenger foroas,

Finally, we could atteck the main industrial aress and firs the
paper and wood elties of Japan.



Colonel Donowvan - 4 August 16, 1941

Tour speainl Amaricen air mission has studied this plen and declarsd
it oompletely feasible,

Tou will exause me for having been so frank, But the Russian situation
and the failure te mention China in all the new Jolnt strategio plans that
are boirng publicized has really prooipitated a problem of Chinsse morale about
the lmmedisey of mircraft help to China,

I am sure you will underatand,

Bemember, Colonsl, that we have proved that we can fight lenger than
eny other people who are fighting on the democratis &ide--that given the arms
we roally can finish the Jjob.

Wa hawve stuck for five yur.u. Flonse help us stick now,

With kind regards,

Yours sincaraly,

z-"ﬁ’; i

Ts Vs Soong



Avgust 22, 1941

Honorable Harry Hopkins
fhite Houae
faghington, U. G,

Dsar Harry)
I know the enclosed ks been deseribed as Just mnother hysterical
letter froz one of the thres groups, bBritish, Fussian, and Chinese

yelling for help. I do fsal, however, wery strongly that somethdng
definite, conarste, and hozest should be done about 1it,

After sll, from m long rafige point of view, when this war is over,
China oan be tle greatest expurt market for BRI veATs to come that
this eountry has ever seon. I ma convincsd from peraonal observa-
tions that they are going to have the fastest growing edvilization
when that time does eomse. A1l of this can be true only if they
have besn sold on our friendshdp and aotual supports. Unllke other
eountries, thelr tradition has been, and is, to rezecber thelir
frionds. [ussla will throw us out of the window, England wiil use
us for her own gain rhen ake 1s otrong and able to de so, btut China
will upe us ma & friend. Thelr ancestar religion may be reaponaible
for this attitude, but let's not miss the chance of taking advantage

of it,

Abovae all elos, the most tragle part of the latter for the Chingse
aind mre the promlses ana telagrams specifying nuabere and asounta
ell of whish turn out to bo just so sush "ounk,®

I speclfy tnis because after all I hawe besn there and I do know
the state of their aind and the things whioh sean muoh 4o thas, I
w8 ailss the boat on this, somecne should be vory soundly kicked)

Sinoeraely,

Jazen Foosavelt
Captain, Usieitale
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September 4, 1941,

I thirk you will be pleased with this
story 1f you haven't notieced it. I lrarned
that Luce was editing the paper himself this
week, so I arranged for Mm to have luncheen
with the Information Officer of the British
Supply Council. He cams through nobly.

Loy

Lauchlin Currle
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Lie-of-the-Week —
. Every honest newspaper man' meyash-
R-ington last i::ek knew the cﬁnlt;:td EIIE:'
semi-organ: campaign to sp
about the British, particularly about, al-
leged Britith misuse of Lend-Lease funds. *
For two weeks one such story made the
rounds of irresponsible gossips: ;that the ,
British in Washington were running up
huge café and restaurant bills for rare
wines, whiskey, food, were charging it all
to Lend-Leasze funds. The Britith were
further supposed to have ordered the in-
stallation of 100 portable air-conditioning.
units in their hotel rooms; to have chatted’
for hours with Canadian friends by longs:
distance telephone—in all cases charging
' the bill to Lend-Lease, :
k. Last week the story suddenly appeared
in the Washington Times-Herald, which
reprints correspondence from the Chicago
Tribune, Under the byline of New Deal-
| hating Correspondent Waler Trohan was
| the story, escribed only to “reliable Con-
| gressional circles,” and headlined: “British
- Here Make Whoopee As U.5. Paysl
I+ 830,000 in Wine, Food Reported Charged
ia To Lend-Lease Bill,” The story had a
|* fancy new touch: Trohan wrote that the
|. British actually sang a song (to ﬂ:l‘ﬁ;
of There'll Always Be An England) whic
ran: “Therell always be a dollar, as 4
as we are here.” ik
Apparently Trohan had made no effort
| to check the story. The barest inguiiry
| would have revealed that the hotel'in
question has long been air conditioned,
that the British are actually living rather
abstemniously, etc., etc. The biggest single
fact was obviously untrue: no cash changes
“hands in Lend-Lease transactions. The Brit-

“tanks, flarks m m ;
direct shipment -of foodstuffs. e

-

TLE - September 8, 1941.

# But the fact that th

I > o S the lie could: be

k%a.s_dum“%wm- & complex
mﬁedure. The lie was easy to understand :

am!-:!dmr. isolationists even professed :t
ging admiration for British sharfmess

—making the story seem all the truer,

York Daily News., Not to be
k . outd
Cun'upun:!inta John O'Donnell nmli‘ Dg:‘i?
Fleeson printed a story which at week's

§'ﬂ‘.‘ﬂ‘ﬂ Loan
ones, Lender Jones was reported present -
at-a dm:us;inn of an alleged British Lend-
:;.-.au requisition for glasses of all kinds

erry, port, brandy glasses. The order
supposedly ended with a request for sev’’

eral drums of rum. Doubtless not bearins”
in mind Dunkiﬂ;;, Libya, Crete -and R:g

“Jones is supposed-fo have: instant) sugs
- LT L . y
! “Give them —thejirumic® aybe
they'll fight.” —

his next press ﬂ %x
of the rumors, When Newshawk*O'Donnell
asked a question, the President
“head off with a brusque u&e
r. Roosevelt tumned to the Troban story
abeled it an example of the vidous ru.
ors, distortion of facts, or Jjust - plain,
& nyfl]uhmd:,whh:hhnnldmhdng
- cireulated in an organired campaign. The
scondemnation was one of the bitterest he

S

ever made—and one of the %‘H‘t._

-

A follow-up story came out in the Nowi s

end was still undenied its pri —
7 P, &

3



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Septeaber 11, 1941.
MORANCUM POF THE PRESIODHTY
Re: Pilots for Chine,

Under your earlier suthorizatier, tle Intercontinent Comprny, &n
darricnn corporation ncting on behalf of the Chiness Government, has hired
101 pilats and 181 ground, wedical snd mdministrative personnnl, the bulk
of whom hae now arrlved in Durme.

The vuestion now arlses of authordzing further heing of pllota and
other personnel from our services.

8, The Army is presaring to give 500 Chiness pllots sdvanced teoindng,
#long the linea of the British pllot training program here, but the first
bateh of 50 will not arrive until November for m T-month truining course,
Consequently the Chiness will not be adequately prepared to fly the mrehines
we rre sending them until the later part of 1942,

b.  The British heve agreed to relenss 33 Hudsons and 33 DB-7 bombers
© for shipment in the next three mentha, Additionsl bocber pilnta, radis
operators and navigators are needed to make thiz force effective,

2. Provision should be mode for the replecement of the ordeinsd hundred
pllota,

d.  Presont plans eall for the maintenznce of & force of 350 pursult
shdps 4n China throushout 1942 snd for the attaimment of » zonl of 150 bombers,
33 th't more personnel is required on this, seore,

e. The Army end Navy sre sxperdencineg s shortsce of hl :hly trained
pllats ri the moment. Beginndn: with October, however, the Army will begin
*a wet the benelit of the treally expended truindn: prosren initiated in 1940,
e the situstion from there on should be much easler. The Havy's poaition
will be sasier at the begzinning of the year,

fo Genersl Megruder 4s progeeding shortly to Chungkdng with severnl
reculer ey aly offiecrss These will be attached to the woluntoer sir L
foree & oba~rvers and this in turn should enhence the morale, diseiplire
ol efflelency of the wolunteer pilots, & short term of duiy in Chine should
o dnvilustle expcrl nee to our pllots, similor to thet gained by the |
Germcns and Ruselsna in Spatin,

Logompendetion, In the Mght of the foregoling sonsiderstiona, would you cere :

to puthorise the teeeplince by the Ammy end Navy, begimning in October of 1
il jerry of reslgnations of pilots snd other perzonnel for service in China

ta tLe pumber nocesaary to fly the ships ve are supplying to Chine until such

ki 7z the Chiness heve en rdemnte fAumhber of lequately trained pilote?




Vemorandum for the Prud:':am.. - September 11, 1941.
Re: Pilots for China.

In consultation with the Appropriste Army and Navy offiednls, I would
undertake t3 seo that the ]irj.ru wns carried out with a -lm.;m of incon-
venlence to the Scrvices and thot no more personnel is hired than 4s
tbaolutely nocessary.
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September 13, 1941.
UNDM Fon Gl

Be: Liccept privete ndvices from China.

Wy recent correspondence from Chien has stresscd the amcdety
concerndng our negotistions with Japan, snd an increasine note of
bitterness 1 noticestle, I attsch extrects from letters Crom Oven
Lattimore; from Mejor McHush, our Nevel Attsehs st Chunsking; and
from o Professor Ch'isn rt Kumming. I mm afrsid thet by now the
audety end bitterness have incressed still more.

I thirk it must be sceecpted as o Feck thet any sereemsnt we
ed bt =eke with Japen thet hed the effect of deterrins her from By
sovttmard or nortlward move, but supplied her with more mrterdel to
Fight speinst Chins, would do irreperatle damnge to the gonodwill we
heve bullt up in Cldsn over s lonr period of years, and, so frr es
sentiment £t least 13 concerned, would largely nullify the effect of
lease-lend to China. Mereovrer, such an sgreement would, I am ofreid, -
injure grievously the morsl basis of our cauze sl home. I think the
cloging of the Burme Road is » strictly canlogous case. Englsnd was
in mgch more dire elrcumstnmees then than now. The metion wes, howe
ever, ensrmously umpepuler both in En-l-nd ~nd herc, tnd ereated
Insting resentment in Chine. Leter events dndleated that the action
was not necsssAry.

When I was in Chira you were revrred throughout Chics os the
lendar and synhol of the forces of richbecusness in the world, It
distresscs me terrilly to think thet your cnormovs influence for good
in shrping the destinies of a comln; srect prople misht be jeopurdized,
The condeanation of Nazl zppression and the recomt silence on aprness
asgression hrve ereatcd = bod impression in Chirs,

In edddtion to the cesentment ersnted by the noturl negotirtions
i: thrt arlsin: from bedn: kept entirely in the dark. Bith 1y or
wranzly, the Chincac feel the same wey the Cgechs did when Chemberladn
‘nd Hitler vere deeddin- upon thelr frte, If 4t 4= ot all porsible,
so0- peresnel explanation from you to Chdens would ot lerst remove
tlds portleuler gouge of rescntment. Among; othox thinr:, sone szsur-
rnaa bhet Chine +d11 sit 4n on the eventusl sebtloment rs n full-
fledzed membor wouls be timely rnd elley mome of Lh prossnt fenrn,

o
blin Cursis




Excorpt from letter of Owen Lattimors, Auzust 20, 1941,

"The Chinese heve dur their toss in end wlll mot do anything to commit
themselves 4F they con possitly help it. They consider they heve bean
fizhting our bettle for Four years, and it's about time -a got involved
ond storted fiqddn: their battle for them. They are not only hurt,

tut worricd, over the fact thet everybody iz making pacts end commit-
mont: of susport in every dircetion but that of China, This 4= more
oaingus to them than 1t 1s easy for an fasricen to imerine, beceuse

they think it tetokens & corlidence on the prrt of the democrrcics thod
promises no good for China: & confidence that the wer can be won in
Eurore, thns restoring the British Emplre rt ifs heort, ond emablin: it
ta rerch out rnd rebulld itu peripherles, Thet, they think, will mecn
thot the demcerscles will sey to China, At bhe pasce conference, ok,
well, maybe you begen the resistonce ageinst rggreasion, but we won the
wnre 5o we et the big prises, snd you got only the White Mon's iden of
2 Chines:n's Chence —— the Japonese out of Chire, mayte, but meybe

not out. o Manchuria] the old trertiss not abolished, but only diminished
lingeringly, giving plece to attempts st finsncdsl eontrol.

That's mat vhet the Chinese want, They went the war won first in Azis,
leadin; nfter thit to vietory in Burone, That, ther think, would sive
them more prestize, a be'tar chance nt the perce conference, and perhops
© emall tut wvalunble brenthin; sproe before the pesce conference. They.
slso think thet the Emst is ‘be Joglesl plece to vin the first steze of
victory, 1If ve pll concentirate on beatin: Jermany, Jepen will lest
much longur then she could on her ovm merits. If we bert Jopen first,
it will be s welucble token of victory to come ogrinst Oermeny == like
th all of Turkey in the lopt mam,

Ir tie Chinese hed a littls more confidence in thenselvea, bhey would
forac the fzsue #nd stert wiendng for themselves the wictory they want
in tl= East. They would abandon their present insistence thet they
hiven't the Lrtillery and pl-ones for & genersl count-r—offensdve smeinst
Jepon, ond etart in workirs sut less orthodox methods — reelly purhing
the cuerille ver bebdnd Japan's front lines, and so on &nd 20 on, You
kna- ell trore snswors, os well s I do, Bubt thev don't hrve that gope-
“Lrance,  Nelthor the pslitierl mor the adlitery hivh commend cuite
tructs the prople snowsk for thot. It vould put too much pomer inte

thic hrels of the unorgrnized people, rnd bresk the monomoly of orgenized
pover in the Arsy end the Kuomintang, Pressed ticht into Frec Chirca

by the Jopenes, the Avmy and the Kuomintons heve Geen workin- 1ike
besvers, tailddn: up poldtienl meehines snd meochine—control. They wont
to congvrve thelr oncrgy so that they con oxtend thet mrobine eantral
in'o likersced Chinn, whem the tixme covms. Ind in order to eonscrve
P“elr ovn enargy, they wint Japn defected from outside - by Britein-

imories, by RBussia; by coybodly.




i

(Excerpt from letter of Owen Lattimore, August 20, 1941 - continued)

N

There L2 & lecune in the Chinese loglc here. If O would bo st

¢ disndventege following a Oreat Power victory in th West, Chint would
also bo 8t & disadvantese 1F the vietdrp in the East were won primerily
by the Greet Powers, not Chins herself. But all I can gay im thet
Efter these four years 1t'z n monder the Clinese sre on their feet,
and not a wonder thetthelr tidnkdng fsn't flswleas,

Hecently st & receptisn the Qenersliessizo, through the Forelen
Minlster, comversationally tried out on the Am rican end British
fubassadors the sugpestion that everybody is makins pacts with every=
body — except with China, (The sese ides 1= percolating everywhore;
1t i now beginndng to take the form: Britain and Anerica are marning
Japen off in all direstisns - Thoil: nd, Nethorlsnds Indis, even
Siberia - but mot Yunnan, Are they tocitly encournging the Japanese

to make & little more war on us, becsuse we nre able to stend =such a
1ot?) Gauss stepped seide, but Sir Archibald cnme risht beck, esking
1f the Oeneralissimo woull like him to mentison this te hiy Governaent.®




Rrcerpt, fros mesorancun fram Mejor Mclurh, Newel Attache b4 China, © !1°4)

August 17, 1941 riln: on & eonversstion with Bollincton Tdng
Vice Il:ini;-ber ei' Ir;.'zum*hn and officinl interpretor for 'l:h-.n-rnl'
Chdeng Ked-shek,

Dr, Tong made the following assertion very serioucly eni with the
quite obvious ai= thet he B heare hi-Hy plrced offiet-1. diseussing
it. He sadd, "Thore hes been a = elin; slowly eryutallizin: for nome
ti=e nox in the minds of meny poople, oven thousth I mysell do not
believe 44, thet Am-ries ond Britein orly went to keep Chdnn fightine
Japen. They sry in effest to Japan, "Il you try to expane northoard
w8 w11l oppose you end 4 you try to exprad southwnrd e 411 ston wou,
but A7 you expond westward inta Chine, thet 1= all rieht?, He then
Bdded thet these seme people gny that the proof of this 1s thet +he
United States did not freese daprriese nzsets until Japrn moved dnto
southern Indochina. - He sal! thet the same frelin: hod slready become
evident in the renction of =ove Chiress ta the effa te of the United
States Lo improve the Lraffic on the Burar Tord — that the reasen for
erdtiefzin: Chiresr methods pne ettemphin: to institute foreien

el ficlency wes not reslly to help Chinr but to be slle ta keep “hina
fizhtin: Japrn eo thet dgerice snd Beitadn would not ‘hevl to’ Mgkt her.
e added thet these people slio point continunlly t3,thc faet that the
United States hes eqntinued to moke money b sellin: Jepen the mascline
rit odl with which to bost Chire, Hs peminded @ that the pret elght
deys in Chuncicn: b besn pretty Litter evidence of this.




Excerct from letter from T. 3. Ch'len; Professor of Politlcal
Seience ot Kunming, Aurust 1941,

How I come to the current Sino-Americsn relsidisns. Beneath

all trumpets of close friendship I suspoct not all is rosy. Fop
one thing the Chdnese, povernment people snd privete persons
olilke, think thet Amerdes has done us scanty justice in the wmy
of eilher help to us or chack to Japon. Until the allotments
urder the Lemd snd Lecze Act neb arrive in Chinn, we hsve
received practically no help from Amories. ALl the so-called
help we hniwve thus far recedved iz only moral, and it is morel
belp to ue only heeauce we chose to think it so.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
daitanve 15, 1941
..
BLI0FALHD TOR LoUvHLIL CUTRETI: .
Wili you et in touch rlvhe
gy dth Gouaral Lioaruder ol wort
thils out with niny 3
3
.4 l-- 11'\ -

emo to the Pres. from Lauchlin turrie
|
Rk Pllots for Chins
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 3, 1941.

MBIORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Re: [idring of Pilots for China,

I am In receipt of copies of your directives to
the Secretaries of War and Navy on this subject. I
note with considerable concern that the authorization
to permit the hiring of & limited number of pilots
from the Army does not take effect until next January.
This would mean, in effect, that the pilots would not
reach China and be in condition to fight until next
March or April. Some additional pilots are urgently
needed by the beginning of the year (a) to replace
casualties in the original 100, (b) to man the new
pursuit ships we are sending and (c) to man the 66
boabers released by the British. In order to have
these additional pilots ready for combat at the begimning
of the year it would be necessary to authorize hiring
immediately.

May I reopen this subject with Secretary Stimson

and ask that he reconsider what was doubtless his
recommendation to you?

Lauchlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
October &, 1941,
VEVORANTOM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Ro: Henlth of Saleotesa snd Kation,

I have seon an order signed by Goneral Horshey dated Saptember 29
aboliahing physioal axmminations st local draft boerds nfter Tanusry lst,
=nd plooing reliance henseforth on Army exsminsticns, Thia order ahould,
I think, be reconsidersd., It 15 stoted that the purposa of the order is
%0 obviate tho mbarressment conssquent upon the deley involved in the
progent syotem of two oxaminations. This dolay, bowever, ecould easily
bo remsdied without gbolishing the local bonpd exanination,

I would direct your nttantion to the Tellowing data, obteired from
the Surgeca General's 0ffice, as being an indiestisn of what may be
expectad o8 o canmaquence of the order:

Dioohargea for disabllity shortly after anliotment:

wurld'i'an...........-....mparl,mﬂ
Selestess (TaD.<May 1941) & = v o = « = = » Bk =
Enlisted men (regular Army)(seme period). . 24.4 = -

Tho remarikably better showing of the selactees wes attributsd by tho
Surgecn General to the effect of local draft bonrd end industion bonsd
omninatican, Enlisted men, who hod basn passod by the Army madisal
sorvies, have recently shown e higher rate of discharge for disatility
than wes true even in the World Wor.

Modical frisnds fenp thet the effact of the order will bo (a) to
saorifice the inereasingly effoctive cooporation of pome 27,000 local
rhyeiolans, (b) to lower the physical end mental standazds of tho Army,
endangering both Lto morals ond officlensy, As 1t is, 30% of tho
dipability discharges in 1941 a=mong men of ahort sarvien were for mantal
and narvous defecta.

Tke high rate of rejections of reglstrants to date, 5%, is subject
to variouws interpretations. It does reflsat on the phyaical and mantal
health of the mation, However, tho tasio fmets of health cannot bo
changed by reducing Army stoodemts, It 48 worth polnting out that
nodern Arsy requiremsnts are infinitely mors oxmoticg then formerly and
ono might even derive scme satisfacticn froo the faot that as ALY &8
LEE of reglstrants can moot these requiremsnts, This ie eartalnly far
bigher than the ratlc of ncosptencss by blg privete sonoesma 1liks

fmerican Telephoos mnd Telsgraph.

Laughlin Curris



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 24, 1941.

WFMORA 1] PRES H

Re: Maritime Unemployment Insurance,

You will recall that over a year
ago you directed me to secure agreemant
among interested sgencies on a draft
of & blll to cover maritime unemployment
insurance. The bill is still pending,
but, beecause of the prospect of an abnormal
influx of workers into the industry, the
employers are reluctant to accept the bill
in its present form.

The attached memorandum frod Murray
Latimer asks if, in view of the changed
circumstances, you would care to authorize
him to surgest certain changes in the bill
that would make it acceptable to the
emplayera.

From the point of wview of fair
treatment and the morale of seamen I
think the nesd for the bill is even
greater than before.

Lauchlin Currie



HEHORANDUM

Washington, D, 0.
Cotober 23, 1941

TO: Hr. Lauchlin Curris
FHOM: Murray ¥, Latimer

SUBJECT: Maritime Unesployment Ineursnca

At the hearings on the =mpritins unemploy=ent insurance bHill two
weaks ago and at & conference in Naw Tork last wask, officere of the shipping
conpanies have expressed considerabla alarm cver the ultizmate regults of the
Govarnment shipbuilding program, The industry expecte that the 1200 ehipe
now being bullt will, for the period of tha emergency, ba cperated for Gevern—
ment account asd that they will constitute a surplue after the smargency ie
aver., Forty thousand men will be reguired to man thess 1200 ships. They will
represent largely excess personnel once normal conditicns are resetablinhed;
but they will, besauss of thedr training and exparisnce, contimus to attespt
to mecurs work in the industry and may well sacure enough to gualify for unem-
ployment benefits for tws or thres yeare after the emergency has passad,

It seems to me the fears of the industry are well founded. The men
drawn into the industry for the smergency will undoubtedly draw in bapefits
after tha smergency far more than will have besn pald in contributions with
regpsct to thom., Will you ascertain whather the Prasidsnt will mpprova of
the incluelon of the following im the maritime unsmployment ineuranes Bi11:

1., A statement in ths declaration of pelicy to the sffeat
that the Government i responsible for the liability on the
maritime une=ployment insurancs fund created by drawing
personnel into the industry for the duration of the defense
emergency; and that sush responsibility arises becsuss of
the creation of the Limbility and mesting it dose not imply
& subaldy;

2. & contribution by the Governmant with rsspsst to sach
poroon employed to cperate ships for Government nocount
during the emergency (or directly by the Government) sgual
to the sxcess lisbility thersby crented [tentatively
aotimated now at from $600 to §750 par person);

3. A direction to the Hailroad Retirsment Hoard to make
otudise currently with respest o the excess lisbilicy
areatad by the smergsnsy esployment?
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Hovember 21, 1941,

Ho: Cyrus Eston. ¢

I have received & nusber of calls *
fro= Cyrus Eaton, the substance of which
I did not eonsider important onough to
bother you with. In a eall this after-
noon, however, he made an interesting
podnt. He sadd that a large commereinl
coal operator, who was well-satisfisd
with his contract wdth the union and
unsympathetic to the attitude taken by
the steel companies, hvd expreassd regrat
that you used the axpression "closed shop"
instead of "union shop". He seid thet
the latter was the polrt at lssue and that
this permitted the smoloyer to hire anybody
he wished provided he then beoans & méaber
of the union,

gt

Lauchlin Currie




PSF- Curng

Mr. Laughdin ﬂurrig, Adminietrative Asnistant to President
Roosevelt, o the eoretary of SBtate, Washington, Huv.fas, 1941,

Relates the substance of a cable he hes Just received
from Owen Lattimore relating how disturbed the Generalisaimo
« (Chiang) has been regarding seslstance from the United States.

SEE: Forel Ralatinnn of the United States, 1941, Vol, IV
' The Far East, vages pETormp s ~tates, :

(The cable, Lattimore to Currie, Nov. 25, 1941, mentioned above,

la filed in PSF - Ohina, 1941, and was published in Forelign
Helations ..., rage 652.]



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Do apber 9, 1941

UELO DU FUR LeUCHLIN cUAtTE:

vl wou taxe —ids up with

the Aty bafore apeaking Lo Enguder
about iL?
Faden
L}
'



Dacembar 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Rer Sucgestions relating to the Americap
Yolunteer Air Corps pow ip Burma,

This group has now about 66 P=40's ready
for combat, about 90 pilots, and 180 ground
personnel. It needs urgently some 20,000
pounds of spare parts to bring its strength
up to about 90 planes and to give it 3 months!
reserve stock of spares. In addition, for
sustained combat, it will require more ammuni-
tion, its present stocks being 1 million rounds
of +30 caliber and half a milldon rounds of
«50 caliber.

We have in this volunteer air group the
nuoleus of an American task force in Burma,
I should like to suggest that we explore the
possibility of converting this group into a
regular American task force, offering the men
their commissions and ratings back, and rush-
ing supplies and personnel to bring it and
maintain it at full strength, Colonel Chennault,
the officer in charge, is a retired Air Corps
officer who is highly regarded by General Arnold.

* If you think the suggestion is worth
exploring, I should be glad to take it up with
the Army and to have General Magruder ascertain
Chieng Kai-shek's reaction,

LC:em Lauchlin Currie



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Irng ry T, 1940,

Mo bl RS Fong TH PRECTLENT:
Reg L‘ﬁngﬂ*g e |"3*=n of !hﬁ ’l_q]!“

Atunozd
Lthe ug - Stit e e

of = & [

I do not think the attrehed resalution
re ulres tmy 2etlon on pour part. I you wish
I +411 be ¢l:d to h:ve copdes circulatrd for
th= infors %ion of the Seeretary of Lakor; the

Attorne s Jencrrl, snd Sidaey Hillsan,

Lauchlin Currle

'},C/ .,

\




BOARD OF GOVERMNORS
OF THE

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

WABHINOTON

ADOMERE DFFICIAL EOMMENPONDENEE
TO THE BOARD

Jenuary 23, 1942

My dear Mr, President:

At the sixth joint meeting in Montreal on Saturday,
January 17, the Joint Economic Committees of Cannda and the United
States pasaed the enclosed resclution recommending that in the move-
ment of labor meross the boundary between Cansdas and the United States,
sach country should permit the departure of labor subject only to the
military service regulatigna of the respective countries and to such
safeguards a8 are necessary to insure that lebor is not withdrawm from
its own war industries or essentiml eivilien industries,

This raselution, which also urges the exchange of informa-
tion betwoen the employment serviees of the two countries, ia intended
to provide a solution for the present problem imvolved in the movemens
of Camadian lumbermen from the provinces of Guebec end New Brunswiok
to the Maine woods. It 45 the intention of the Joint Eoonomie Com-
mittess to study the gquestion of the mobility of labor scross our
commen boundary mt greater length and at scme futurs time to bring
the present recommendation up to date or to revise it in the light of
actual or anticipeted develoomsnts.

The questicn of movements of labor was referred to the Joint
Economic Committees by the War Committes of the Domindon of Canada,
whieh asked for an expression of opinion by the Committeos whethsr
Conade should permit the movement of lumbermen to the Maime woods.
Teis movement i & normal one, though Somewhat larger than usual dus-
ing the current year. The recommendation of the Committess is that it
should be permitted, except to the extent that it impedeas the Canadien
war sffort.

Very sincersly yours,
al . A Ao

flvin H, Hanpen, Chairman
United Btates Committes
Joint Economie Committess

Encleosura



RESOLUTION OF THE JOINT ECONOMIC
COMMITTEES OF CANADA ANo THE UNITED STATES

(A) WHEREAS actlon designed to facllitete the fullest
usa of Cenadian and Unlited States rescurces for wap
purposes should logically Include lesbour &as waell as

material rescurces: and

(B) WHEREAS the applicatlion of this principle to labour
involves special considerations in view of the different
mathode of mobllizing manpower in the two countries and

of thelr different wage policies; and

(C) WHEREAS the econcmic development of border areas

has depended upon & rolatively free flow of labour
gcrosas the border which is especially aignificant in

the case of semsonal workers whose movement 1s essontial
to the continued full use of the combined resources u;

the two nations:
THEHEFOHE, The Joint Bconomic Committees rocommend that:

15 Ench country should permit the departure of
labour to the other subject only to the military ser-

vico regulatlons of the respective countries and to



S

such sefegusrds s are necesssry bto ensure that labour
ie not withdrawn from ite own war industries op essential
clvilisn industries:

. There should be a continuous axchenge of
information between the employment services of the two
countries concerning the avalloble supply of laboup
in border areas with a view to its more effective
utilization: and that for thias purposs direct nummun1;
cation between nelghbouring employment offices in the
two countries should be encouraged;

- Bach country should instruct its appropriste
authorities to sct In collaboration with those of the
ather country in taking the steps necessary to give

offect to this policy.

Slgned;

« h. Eacklntos
Canadian Chairman

Date: January 17th, 1842,

Al\rI"'E au-
United Stetea Chalrman
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Februsry 20, 1949,

RANAN FUs I Pig iy

. If you heve ocessi-n to raview
in sry way in yeur fortheoming speech
our poliey in the prst year, it micht
be wortimidle pointin: out that ve
feteelly hove civen substantisl aid
to China.

Thare spoesrs to be some tendency
to depreciate the extent of this rid.
It 12 quite true thet we mikt hrve
glven more jquns snd plines (4f we had
them), but in other itoms we sent nll
thet the Burms Rosd could hrncle, sven
after dts treffic hed besn trobled,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Mey 15, 1947,

Fon He Pois ol

Re: Owen Lattim-re.

I have regedived o enhle from
Madrme Chdnn: :I:ur Owen Lattimors,
askir ‘ him to remin herr for the

«fext three or four months to
emphasize to our people the nmecessity
of sumorting Chdna rnd re-apdine
her as en equal partner in war and

pence,

. P8 By

Lavehlin Currde
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

DECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.B.

57 W, J. Stewart Sate L2l 77
NPT i —
MEMORANDUM FOH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:

May 28, 1942.

I think this 1s something that
should be loocked into. It seems to me that
a4 Congressman who takes board and leodging
at the dayflower and lobbtdies for the firm
that pays it is just as guilty as a Congress-
man who takes cash fees for the same objective.

F.L.H.

Memorandun Tor the Prosldent from « [rnonlin Currie
EA7447, in ra s newalormant in the Eanire UPORETGS
Tnveativation., “tntes Genmon Moreell of the SEC
ruvinen that {t srpesrs thet the Frnire Orunance Gorn.
tnd Cohen aave been naving wll the billas st the Mayflower
Tor the nest nonths of antthew iarrit:, Usnrres nen-
st-Lirre from New Yark, Durine thie rorlion Marrits faa
saon lobirdine at the Yer Jent, and V98 Tor contructs

far vohen,
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\)}/L_;FETHE WHITE HOUSE
\.‘P’ WASHINGTON

June 2, 1942,

MEMORANDGE FOR TH: PoboTUENT: .
Re: Dinner forum of business
Executives.

A few days ags I attended an
off=the-record dinner forus composed
of cbout ninety important business
executives. Thiz i: the se=e zroup
I hzve bteen mesting with for the
past LMy yLLTE.

I &n hnappy to resort that the
atanachere rna better thenm it hes
ever baer in the past. Those “ma
little griping st Governmant snc She
Hew Deal was not even men* loned.
Very fulsoms compliments were prid
to Wr, Ickes by the oll execu*ives
present.

.

uehlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE |, "
WASHINGTON }

dune 3, 1942,

Denr Groced

This 43 the memo I mcntioned to
you ov-'r the phone just now. FPleass
don't hesitete to advise me i you
think it had better not zo in or i
you think it would be better to take
up the mattrr informally emd werbally,
or whethar & decision has nlresdy
been made. » o

Miny thrnks.

$



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

dune 3, 1942,

Ret Specinl envoy to China,

I - libat goyld be sccognlished,

I think a gosd deal could be necomplished by & mission et this
time. It would be widely horalded ms an indiestion of soms
imortant impending metion by Amsriea snd vould, in a way, serve
"to encourage the sarrleon until supplies areived®, thet is, until
we cen vet the alr freisht service orgenized and bulld up our air
strength in China, It would, of eourse, strengthen Chiang's
posltion, In addition, it would afferd an aoportundty tor

1.

e
3
b
5.

(.18
Te

Impress Chiang and other sovernmsnt officisle with
nignitude of America's war effort.

Chack on India-Chine cooperation.
Check on organization of cir-freisht line to China.
Beeure firet-hond informetion from 5+ilwell.

Approise Chdnese stayin: power, both in real and
peycholozicsl torms.

Appreise econemle position.

Seoure backgroumnd for development of & Chinese adr
progrea nlongslde Amerienn air procrem, end to =zecure
first=hand views from Chermeult.

Explore Sino-Rusaien relrtions.

Check on naturs of Japinese pezce foelers, if BT,
Check on military snd politierl sdturtion in Indis,

Smcoth Stilwell-Army, vDé-Army relstions.
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IT - ¥ho micht be sepk,

I think Ur. Hoplkina, the firat cholce of tha Chiness, would
myuestionsbly e the ideal person for this mission, both in prestige
ond abdlity to wet thinge done. If, howewor, the trip is .deemed
to be too long and too hagardous, I phould like, most diffidently,
to remind you of my own gualifications.

1.

-3

3
ke

5.

&

Consierable prestige in Chins, It so hapoeoned thab
my visit vas well-timed. The axtension of lend-lense
to Cline ocourred Lomedistely =ftervard. Tex reforms
I recoomonded were sdopted. I howe cusrded this pres-
tire since, declining sewversl invitatione of Modame
CHanz to'go back because I did not thirk the tize
wia ripe. Belleve that I az personally congenial to
the Generuliceimo snd that he trusts me.

Pumilisrity with China, with the whole' Chinese lend-
lesse prosram, and with our evm position.

In & posltion to follew up ofter my return.

Excellont relatlons with the Army. effective nid
must Lorgely rest wdth the Army, but it would be
inaporooriste with General Stilwell there to send an
Army mens I know intimatoly Stilwell and othar
membera of his sisaion, Chenneult, Bond of CHAC, and
other koy lacricans snd Chinese who would, I &a sure,
talk freely to me.

Sencidn: me wvould be regerdsd ns logleal by the
Chinece, cx lond=lesse followed my first wisit, 1t
is knovm that I heve been helpin- on lend-lssec end
thet I em & true friew! of China's.

I Weve slready hed all the necessary vacelnstions nnd
Innoculstions rnd eould lecve 8t & moment"s notice.

= ﬂ...._.#: ":..ﬂ__._-\ 1..
uchlin Curris
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An _porthern Burma,

I bawe Just been advised thet smong the
materdal captured by the Japsnese at Lashio
rnd at Vanting an’ other plrcos alon: the Burpas
Foad is included 44,000 tons of raw asaterisls
for arsenals. This includes:

20,000 tons of stesl

9,000 tons of lead

5,000 tona of copper

3,000 tone of zina

5,000 tons, miscellaneous (mostly
odls and chemicala).

I am a'rald that we have no good reason
for believin: that if we hed been able to ship
an equal tonnage of amsunition, it would not
have met the srme fate,

Lauchlin Currie




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR
LAUJHLIN CURRIE

Will you be good enough to
acknowledge these two letters?

F.D.A,



IN RE Camissrzasss “Mrecicds Muw Tomm-

. WHITNEY SO0UTH SEA EXPEDITION
THE AMERICAN MUSEDM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CHSTRAL PARK WEST it ToTw BTRERT
NEW YORK, ¥ Y.
June 10th, 194g.

MoaEcys JoMMITTES
LEONARD I SANFOID, M5, Cauresy

Frawi M. OHAFMAW, 8D,
HonEnT CoRistas Monrny. b,

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White Houge,
Tashington, D, C.

¥y desr Mies LeHand;

Rememboring your past kindness in bring-
ing wrgent metiters to the personel sttention of the
President, I a= eending herswith & letter from my friend,
Dr. Doneld D, Van Slyke, of the HRockeleller Institute
for Medical Research,

Dr. Ven Slyke is not only a foremost Americen
scholer, but is also extroordinerily close to the pulse of
China because of his experlence in that country and his
pregent affiliations. You will require no effort to realize
the criticel importence to cur nation of Dr. Van 8lyke's ples.
Fith best wighes, I am

Yours sincerely,

LY
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June 9, 132

The Homorable Frenklin Delans Hoosawalt
President of the United States
The White House, Washington, D. C.

My dear ¥r. President:

I write on an individual citizen, but ms Fresident
of the Amerisan Buresu for Medieal Ald to Chine, whioh is a
Sino-dAmerioan affiliste of United China Eeliefr, I have been
in a poaition to keep in touch with Chinese affnirs, and fasl
that the morale, and the stability of the poverrment, in China
are now so oritienl that this letter 4o you is Justd fled,

Sines Burza was lost Chinsse morale has deteriorated
raridly, The defestist elemer® kas gained foee, Coneraliseime
Chieng Eal-shek's position has been weakensd. The danger prown
of his leeing pover, and of & oompromise betwesn China and Japan,
His broadosst to his poople Saturday, with nesurances that Ameri-
snn help would be on time snd adequate, was & desnerate pladpe
of his neme and fece to save the situstion,

The following cable whioh has been brought to my atten-
tlog, 18 one of the indisations of those comditions, It was
signed by elght responsible Americens in West China.

"ORINESE PUBLIC INCREALINOLY APFRE-ENTIVE BZCAVLE O CCAPLATE
ELOCEADE AX} JAPAWEER WEN CFFEYEIVES AKD LACK EVIDELGE DIRECT
ASERICAY ATD URGE ToAT ALLIED STRATEGY INCLUDZ ALL POSSTRELZ
IMTEDIATE DIRECT ATD CHINA £IGHED BUCK (Lossing) FENN (Willism)
SIYTEE (Lawis) ROY (Andrew) FHELPS TOOFEN (YMOA) BROWN (0.R.M.D.)
EAAS (Lily)."

ay I suggest tha following memsures to support
morale of Chinese and tle mositlen of the Ceneralimsize,

PARTICIPATING [N UNITED CHINA RELET, NG



Homorable Franklin Delanc Roocsavelt - Pape 2 Juns 9, 1902

(1) A brosdemst from cur President to the Chinese poople,
gonfirming the Coneralissinme’s broadosst promise of Americen help,
and sast in such terma that it will entance the Ceneralissimo's
prastige with hiz people.

{2) Inersased sresd if rossible in potting war nlanes
to Chima.

{3) Rescpnition, publiclzed here and in China, of tho
Chinese Military Commisslon which the Generalissime recontly sent
o WMashingten,

Tours rospeotfully,

s ot P




June 15, 1947,

Dear Dr. Van Slyker t

Owdne ta the tremenaous pressure under «bdch he 1|.L-.”-_. the
Prealdent, after reading your letter of June 9th, saked me to
acknovlodze it.

I happen to be in & posiiden ts snsure ou tho! Lhe Fresident
ie devoting such time and snslous sttentlion to eurrent devolopments
in China.

Qur air forces in the Chine-Indis theatre are belns ostaadily
eugmented and grest efforts are baing mode Lo develop the Indine
China sir fredshit line. As you are familisr with the country, I
noed not enphasine the dirficuities the Arsy Ferry Cosssnd end
CHAC sre havinz to o¥eorcome in dev-loping an nir line thraugh
unfuallinr, sounteinous and hostils country durine the monsson
LLIY i * £

Ll

The head of the Chineas MAlitary Misslon hoo s-cess at all
timeds to our ranking officers, incluiing Gener:l Mrrahsll,nnd
Dr. Soong, as you doubtless kmow, sitn on bhe Paelrie War Council,
In addition, our War Desartmsnt i3 4n closs rnc contant tsuch
with the Chirese scene throush Lt. Oen. Stilwell, the Gener:lissizots
Chiefl of Staff.

I appreciate your anmlety, wiich I shere. I fool, howsvur,
that the President is dodng everything posaitle ta support the
Generalissiso in his magndficert effort.

Your: wery sincercly,

Lauchlin Currie
hdmind strative Asalstant
to the President,

Dre Donald :;“ Van Slyks, b
Presldent ricon Buresu
Medtcol




June 16, 1942,

Dear Dr. Marphyt
I em enclosine & copy of a letter
I heve todey written Dr. Van Slyke.
Tours sinsersly,

Lauchlin Currie
Adadnietrative Asslstant
; to the President.

Dp. Robert Cushesn Hurphy,

Wiitney South Sea Fapedition,

The Azmnricnn Museus of Natural
History,

Contral Park West at T9th ft.,

Maw Yark, Hew Yark,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FOft THE PHESIDENT
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SECRET

CABLE FROM MADAME CHIANG KAI-SHEK TO LAUCHLIN CURRIE

Juna 27, 1942

GEWERALISSIMO WIRING T. V. WELCOMING YOU.
COME IMMEDIATELY.
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* WAR DEPARTMENT I
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

August 2, 1542

HENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Babject: Reply to Cable from Mr, Corrie

In connection with the cable to me from lir. Currie at
Chungking for transmittal to you {ccpy attached) the following
raply has been sent:

ESSENTIAL THAT YOU CONFER WITH STILWELL RELATIVE TO
THIS MATTER FERIOD REUR ONE ZERO ZERO FOUR AMMISCA
FERIUD EVERY EFFORT IS BEIND MADE TO FROVIDE THE
KOST SATISFACTORY AND EFFICIENT SERVICE POSSIHLE
WITH AVAILABLE CAROC PLANSS PERIOD TO STIIWELL FOR
CURRIE FROM ARNOLD PERIOD DOCTCR SCONG CCMMA PAN
MMERICAN AIRRATS ARND OUR OwN FERRYING COMEAND ARE
ALL IN ALCORD WITH FLAN AS OUTLIKED TO STILWELL
POR SUBMISSION TO CHINESE POR THEIR CONCURAENCE

H. H. ARNOLD,
Lisutenant Cenaral, U.S.4.,
Commanding General, Army Alr Forces,

Incl: Cpy of cabls from kv,
Currie to Oen. Arnold,
B/1/ka. Franylin D. Rocsavelt Library

BECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.5 (s/27/08)

tate- F-I5-6&4

Bigmatiares Gvﬂf%m
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sSuneking 200h2 Hoe 100k aemdmoa, ancdet 1, 1742, Gulalfalr Sture
ugl] 8/1/1:2 This message for arnold from Gurrde for Info-copdar toi

030 . tranmmittal to Fresident. Fluns
available reports from SO0R0 inmply that the alpr Trane. oo

intantion of the Army is to turn DIRJali=

EIN2'IH3 Perry over to CHau. Altho the latier

4r doing o cood jJob and has o hackground of

sxporience, I fepl that farrying is an

amarican Filitary job. OHaC is 55% owned by

the Chiness Jovermmant. 7Vhis gives rlse to

numersus Affloultian of prierity, ehployees,

otc., Thic chanpe would maks the poaition of

aordean Forcen hers very difficult, Rilitary

dimcipline will bocome Incroasinply important

whan Jap air astivity is again remmad in

durms, The receipt of & OF rodic equipnents

thot hawe baer requasted would result in more

fFliphts snd & pay losd of additional 1400 lhs, i '
por plang due to posalble reductlon In goe -
raserye, Urpantly needed are nore Doreer ;
alrling crew par plane. The bettar approach

15 to incrazee capacity of ferrying.



august 2, 1942

Heceipt is ackmowlodged of memorandum to The Fresident fror

L%, Oenaral H, H. armold, 8/3/h2

BT

Flease ascoaplish and return to
Lieutanant Oeneral H. H. arnold
Commanding Seneral, Army Alr Forcoes
floom 2018

unitions Buil-ddng
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1942,

HEMORANDUM FOR THE
SECRETARY OF STATE:

Will you please be good enough
to prepare reply for me to send to Lauchlin
Currie today?

Fi«DuH,
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WASHINGTON

September 11, 1942
AEAORANDUM FOR THE PHESIDENT:

Lauchlin Currie gave you his
report on his trip to China three
weeks 6go. I Know you haven't had
any time to read it und he wonderaed
Af and when you &re going to read it
if he could come and be tnere, so he
could Ehu you his reactions;and alsoc
there is & letter to be prepared to the
Generalissimo but Lauch did not want to
go shead with it until you had seen
his report, as it amight change the
BNSWET .

Will you let me #now when you
can see Lauch on this particular th..'l.ni?

G.
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THE WHITE HOUSE . el
WASHINGTON

Bowvember 24, 1942
UEVORANDUM $OS THE PRESITENT:
Bo: Indla-Chine ile Farpy

I am in recelipt of & comsunicntion from Ganeral
Arnold which makes the following points:

1. 78 transport planes have besn dispatehed from
here for this routs.

2. The total of 100 pledged will be fulfilled in
somewhat less than 4 months from date.

3. It is proposed to send 12 i-sngine tranaporta
(convertsd bombers), starting ismedintely, at
the rate of 4 per month.

On the other hand, information secured [rom the
Op-rations Division of the War Department indicated
that on November Lth there wes & total of only 50
planss availsble for operation on the Indis-China
route, and thess 50 included those grounded for lack
of perts and in need of repairs and overhaul. Ten
planses had been lost, 9 of them on the ground from
Jap straffing, and the Tenth Alr Force had 5 planca
for 1ts own use.

In viex of the fnot that you had hoped to have
100 planes operating on this route by last June, you
mey vish to direct that a renewed attempt be s to
nttain a8 moon as possibls & figure of 100 2-moter

trangport planss
; and that B be oeintained.
This would be, of course; in eddition to the twelve

L-moter plenes.
Y s |

Lavehlin Currie




THE WHITE HOUSE
P WASHINGTON

‘Degembar 3, 1942
Rer Helotdors between Chiape Kef-shok ogl Stilwal]

I have intervisved Hollington Tong, Vics Wirtster
of Inferz-tion nccwrpanying Medsme Chdcony, on this
sal St

Or. Tong acted ma interpreter in all oy interviona
1 China and hence knew the Stilwell situstlon thorouzhly.

Hoe tells me thnt things are workin- out anti.fnotor-
11y for the time belng. Stilwell cnme beck from his
menth In Incia, whleh I ol asnoueversd r: a Peooling
of £ perlod, In & much be'ter frame of mind, beln: even
prepared ta work soae with Ho ¥ing-chln, the Minister
ol Wrre  The Demerrllscizo, on his side; decided to
mrke the  cat of things, spporootly eceepiin: my rarnlings
ae to the diffieultiss rnd pocajble bad conse uences of
effeotdng & chenge.  In bringdng ntout thds Vottep
rtmosphers, Ur. Ton: 174! Etress upon ke soheme to tradn
more Chinese In Indle, er dvin; overybod; sometidng
t-ndble to vork ons Dr. Ton: wne zood enousk ta
etirilute the Improvad stmosphere a2 my offortas

I &a atill skept lerl ae to whether the relatively
keraondoua state of relntioos ern perwist Shroush en
setunl cnmpalen, There 13, of sourse; m Lestir sh-nce
thiet tla Gonepilisefne A1l pewmit Stilwell sctually
rath=r than nominally to commtn! Chinese troop: enter-
o Curma from Inils then from Chine. Some of ‘my
b rienn informant s sry the Chiness sre lukewsmg over
tre frmmeian of Burvies

e X
Fr—
ushlis Curris
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December 3, 1942
HENOHASDUM FOR THE PRESTOENT:

i B 1 ) 1

In one of my meny talks with the Generalissimo
I warned him that certaln groupe in the United States
professed to look for the growth of an mggressive,
silitaristic China. Diselalming amy mul; fonrs on
bahalf of the Administeation, I neverthelass
suggeated that he mlght keep this matter in mind in
connection with the use of sueh phrases ns "the
leaderahlp of Asin.®

I note that in his message to the Herald
Tritune Forus the Generalissime repudistes "ths
idea of lemdership of Asla because the 'Pushrer
prineiple’ has been synomymous for domination and
exploitation.” ]

The New York Times in an editorial on Hovember
27th pleked up this part of kie message,
"It is good to have the lssue brought inmto the open."
The editoriel made the point that although some
pecple fenred the sggresaivensss of a vletorlcus
Chinn, 1t, the Hew fork Times, did not.

e TN

Lauchlin Curris
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

- Lecauber =2, alic.

wcedOhnnlla FIR

ohabnan walelu

I want to see Owen Latllmore
an Lheanesasy or Tonursawy of this
weak. WLll you give the attecuea

to We wnel e coaas Lln?

Foove i

PEF: Cianda



Decembor 18, 1.2
MEHORANDUM FOF THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Attached draft of letter to the
Gensaliesino from Owap Lattimore.

If the atteched draft meets with yeur
mpproval, I propose to have the signed
latter carried to Chine by our now Hewal
Attachs which should insure its safes and
uncensored delivery.

I em attaching o copy of the cable
from Lattimors to the Generalissiso which
you approved this merning, which is going
forward through =y code. "

ucklin Currie
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Danr Ganerellssioo: ¢
Several days ngo I has an interview with the Prasidant in which I
mantioned to him your views on certain matters as you discusssd tham
with me junt before I left Chins. The President asked me ‘to draft a
telegram to be approvad by him and sent throwrh Curvie's code. The
Following telegram has sccordirgly Jjunst bean sent. @

- -"?]-.n Prasident wishes e to domvey to you in the most cordiel and
sympathetic wny that he Feals that there is n basle sinilarity, indeed
n basic agreenent, betwesn the way in which he fa thinking about these
major problems and the way you srs thinklng about tham, This iz a ETout
mucournrement to Hie, becauds wifer two oon are Alike in thelr wey of
thlpkeinr, it is always suslep u:: eoae to similar solutions, even when
the problema that have to be solved are very difTlewlt. In order to
avold eny posalbliity of conlusisn when theas problens; in dus course of
tine, cone to be dlorusaml theowh the repular channels, the President

fosr now wlsh to emburpwas rou oy seenbuy to commit elther vou op himzelf

ir mdvorce.

' }f Mw._, il
o A S
= f f J‘j"::fé,d n"/ /--.l’ rd
; :F E:'Q:f#‘ a"ll bl -f; ;“m.n. Fie -ner
l‘.'!jﬂ‘th'fﬂ tﬁ';El'E and dou Llnast niln, f f /
qii ? f fir v &
In certaln coloslel areus 1t will hardly be na.:inhl- t.n rnt,qrc
the pravious replmes in full, even 4f that were posuible. It may be
poarible U nany instences to fled m eolutlon through o nes legel
nppliention of the concept of trustesohip. Some such trustesship might

be sntrusted to n sligle natlon, othors ta boards of trustess tomposed of

i
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nationals of auw!rn.l entlons. These coards of trustees would represent
an advance over the saudote of the Lesgue af Hatlons becauss thay could
be uded to -ht.‘h:- wore clearly the loportance of tite and the principle
af "eoming of age.” This would bae anslogous to the prircipls of sucoes-

slve amapes of self-poverrent eabodled in $he American dehedule for.
Fils has A
shilipplie indspardence. The President siwsbs that Mr. Churehill A

A

-

el tho prinoiple of trustesshlp.

n
2:  Southern Pacific.

that Cor mantern

After this war we shall kave to think of China, Aneries, Britain and
fussis aes the four "bilg policemer® off the world, faly 4ir they work
topethar can they bave uniferuity of prectice in working out & im'r.hn-d for
tke pariedle inipeetion of che arpmoents ol ell eountries in arder to
prevent furrspiitious re-ormazent for purposes of sppresslon. Chins end
amarlon bave abvieus qualificotions so the most raspotilble powers L. u
lavps mrer ol the westarn I-'-.icir‘ir.-. In ihe verthern part of the Pacilie,
howsvar, <herwe dmorlean tecrltory spproxnbng clodely to Sllbaris, Kovea,
sat drpeny 1t douid e undesirnbde <0 wivenpt to sxelude fussle fros such
porlland 63 <he irdependence of Horew. To leolais sovlet Rudsis in this
niun al the world would run ‘le Asuger of crasting tenslon instend of
ralisving tenslon. douth of ores the questlarn of actusl bases from

volek Chlan and Amcrles micht pratect ths poace of the weatern Paciflie ia

oo of those deteils which cay well os laft for lutes consideretion. The
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. Tho Presitent Le dalichced by the friecdabip that haa Sprung up
Detween hls wife and Ludsns Chisng and s lookltge Corescd engerly to
ladune Chinng's vislt to the Thite House.

o
In eeonclusion, let ne edd thut [ as learlos be-a—fow—dere—to take

up my mew dutles In chirpe of the Pecific Bureau of the OfFice af’ Ter
Isforemtion in den Prevelusnc, It will, therefore, be soms time before
I can commminicate divectly with you sgein, but I look forward to the
bops that I oy at sons timo In the future ssrve under you cnoe more.

fourd very sinesrely,




T T | /ZSF i

U=asie from the Presicent to the Gradustine Classes of Chinese
Flri=g Craete at Like Fleld and Willians Field, Arizonn, March 10,
1943, cellverad b Louchlin Currle, Admin'strative Assistant to the
Brasl=nt. L

Pilat+ ~F Chinng

¥ou kre tne latest of hundreds of Chinese pilots trained in
this eauntry.  You have upheld the hish strndards set by the first
eroup and we pre all proud of your performance. We know Lhat we
fvve fmparted to you our technlesl knowledge and skill. Wa hope
thtt we hoive also Imprrted some faelins of the warmth of sur friand-
ghlp Tar the Chinese people.

It i- mppronriste that these exerclises should fall so elowe to
“i= Arnlversary of Dr. Sun Yat Sen's death. Sun Yt Jen, 1like
Georee dastinetan, no loncer belones only to his o country but
mather ta all the Cforces of freedom amd progreaaivensss in tha
world. Americans join Chitewe in pryin + homage to his memory and
Ln uerlvine insniratisn from hia last =411 and testament.

I know there 12 no need for me to exhort ¥ou to bé fearless
nnt efficlent in drivines the Jap from the skies and the lrnd of
Chins. I need only wish you a sale Journey hame upon the completion
of your operationnl flying and "good huntine® when you get there,

%_;A%M
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THE WHITE HOUSE }ﬂ}
WASHINGTON

March 25, 1943.

MBMORANEGY PR THE PRESIDENT:

Eer Conditions in the Cosmynist
Ares An China.

The attached 1s an excerpt from
a letter fron &4 friend in China. We
get 8s Little powndays about eonditlons
in Communist China that T thousht
this mizht interest you.

y G

shlin Currie



Februsry 20, 1943

Mr. Hall spd the Congunist Aren,

This mom hes juet spant six months with the Btk Route Arme ond
slwoulrd Le aeen as woon as he renches I-'-M_J‘ling'tun and geed ta the full.

He was In the Nawy in the last war nmd §o & rescrve offle.r with
the renk of Lieutanant, He went to the nescent Larsusse Zehool in
Palir= in 1919 and at thet ti-w made & tris t5 the Lost Trlbes sountry
in the western hills. He has leen with tie Nationel City Emnk of New
York for some time, wes heading thelr henkow office when the Jopa
arrivid in 193, anc was prepering to eo home, expecting the war to
teasin in Apri) 1941, when he was asked to go up and close up the
Pekini: of fice. KEe waz gausht thersa in December,

He mede plans to =sgape with the help of the Btk Foute peonle
on Japuers 14 but was to te tnld thru an innocent. third prrty, who
deliversd the note on Jenuary 18, He then waited to see 17 he mioht
be listed For repatriation bot found in Merek thrt he peobally wouid
oot be.  He sot in touch with the 8Lk Routs poople sgein end =ms held
us by A Jep ermpedion in the hills which delered arpsnsesante Por the
trip. Finally the leader of the Bth Route psople in Prkics with a
Wouser urdar his e walked post *he Jop eendarmes dnts his apsrtaent
on top tie Netionr) City Bank in the Lesation qusarter and pareonally
announced thet pleng wore ready. One routs not matehed b the Jipe at
that tize uvas to vet on the 1ittle teein ot the Chlen Men station and
ride thry the wall out *n Promachen s =eut of the elty. TIn Hallls enrce
I twliave from t:lk in Chen=tu thet be mrde a prectice of tridn: lon-
wnlks all over the olty, lons=r snd lem:-r ewr=y deyv, ontil ke Finelly
=ulbed off Inte the bepond,

At Yenon be found A comeundty with no New Life =oweacnt. They
hiwe denees onoe a we=k on Snturdsy nlobrs with spemophons music, He
dropped in for lunckh with Jeneral Chu Teh pnd ats gp mue’ of the millet
but wien the Jencral asked the ook For mope Lie ook offerdd oabheiee
rrl tali Biw he heid hed his opndn perdon for the dey,  Yenun hes teen
bowbed sn. fa therafore spread out. Put on Thonksgivine he Inwifed Chu
eng the Bl bor af "iclals te n Thenkastvine dhiner; tie one Lhine be ans
tllowed to put up moAss Far,

In 811 this tiae fn the rPee he could Find no evidedce alf graft
ar sehndhl, eltier [intpeinsl or sexunls Yoo wil! pemesbor thet in
Shuncking oene of tie wreent events Lhat may bave ablieed Kune ta play
in alth th 00 wne the Ceptre]l Trust truck senndal In whieh 14 =
found thet sn of MYrfal had keen wsing the teucks for private ‘rade in
& tig way.

Hall's main resotlona &re teo, ac fre oo I leve ot In one talk,
First the peonls in the communist area are much aore aliva intellack-
ully sad are Mlled ity an {derl st411, He aldpessed 4 heetlly oallented
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school body End =re ssbed cuestlons for tvo hours efbopward, The
people thers are o aclestion, by ¢lroumstence, endl fnclude meny of
hirh treining. They terch the emny te resd and bove NESBpANErs
circuletine sretty widely., The Chensiu West Chira U, eennns sbruck
him unpleasin'ly in eontresty I found thet ever helf the students
there are studyin-: money and benkine to mske money in the infintion,
am' the feculty are senaltive sbout it,

Seeond, Hell flnds the people in Chunsiin: ere blincly self-
confident of thelr abdlity to mop up the comrunists shen Lhe time
coes, Just as the Japr were about mepplny up China. .He belleves the
people here are likely to try a Litile six wesks' campni-n to lisuldste
the cormunists, and, find themselves in troubls aplenty as & result,

Of course the srest fear hers 1 Rursis, and Hall says he notdces
roonle foeline worrled nnd cisheartened, if anyihing, by the regant
Fue=sisn suscessen as ot Kherkov.

Finally he is very much afreid the Jop= moy pull a fest one
end cone din thru S5ian and toke out the whole producin- ares bullt
up around Paosihd at the end of ihe Lunghed line snd a0 on, where
there are seve bz tuxtile plants &= well as CIC efforts, The
armies facine the communiste sre sodden with covmeree, na are the
Japs in some arecs, trading with each other, nnd ro Grehs= Pee
fourd & yesr azo the officers in Homen are rrest mopchants, The
Tortification systes is also buflt sgadnet the commmiste mpd mot
epeingt the Jap=,




—

Ty
THE WHITE HOUSE m

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM_FOR THE PRESIDENTL
. - s

I am attacling a suggestion that
machinery be set up whereby the
Government may offer insurance for
1ts eivilian employees who are travel-
ing or serving abroad in dangerous
areas. I think the need is an urgent
and justifiable one. You may care to
refer this to the Budget Buresu for

investigation.

uehlin Currie *

KEGeaTas
7,/,'. G zr;f\/%m&/\/-s//

4




The U. 5. Governaent is sending an increasing number of missions
abroad into comparatlively hesardous and unhealthy climates by many
modes of transportation. This numbe 1+ likely to rrow rather thag
diminish in the future. It {3 porsible thet o numbar of claims will
ba made on behalfl of employess who have become disabled or dled elther
from injury or dlgesan sustained while in ths performunce of their
duties,

The U. 5. Faployees Compensation ict ol September 7, 1916 as
agended provides for medicsl trsatmsnt and compensstion to dependents
in the case of death., But no provision is muds for payment of premiums
for 1ife insurance to cove: parsonnel of foreign missione. Ner do
appropriations for the individual rovernment agenclen provide for this.

A eivilian eaployese of tho United States seslgned to s Loreigm
poat has no facility for insurance to cover war risks such sz is
available to militury peroonnel, Yet he may have no more cholee but
to servo abrosd whem so ordered. Hls family i3 equally without protec—
tlon from the ordlnary life insurancs policles taken out in jesce-time,
Llovds #ill undertnke to cover the hazurd of forelgn service in war
time only st the cost of wery bigh presiums. ‘seorican cospsnles will
not insure at any price.

Thena henvy cherpes mey alther wet as a deterrent in sacuring
qualified personnel for service ubroad from thase having family
rosoonalbllitles or elde lmpose an s¢csssive burden on the Ladividual
eoncarned. There ir # current sxamules of ihe Uirgctor of St.te Planning,
Kashville, Tennassas, who losee his insurance 1f" he joes to Ciioe for
the OFI. This burden is unnegeesnry wnd could easlly be rersved by
devis'ng =n lrsorence scheme to cover U, 3. waployess on forelgn service
nlong the linas of that covering the silitary. 4 povarnment coheme
which would spread the visks of rech inlividval enl puol iie costs
o uld e mede virtunlls sell-gu- orting,
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Aprdl 15, 18¢3.

The attached containe some of
the dore interesting statements I
extrscted from a long interviaw
with an Argeatine consul who wad
in Tokyo o recontly ao Jamuary.

o i g,

Lavehlin Cucrie
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Uir. Lavalle left Tokyo in Jenuery. Begarding the sorale of the
Japeness peopls, he said there was complete confidense {n viotary - indeod
of vietory's huving been echleved, The anly probles now wes Lo consolidnte
the peins. The cne anxlety mna fenr of pn ettrek by Fussia, which he said
wes spreeding not only throurh the povernment but through the poople. He
thinka that the govarnzent is samewhat dizturbad by the gomplecency of the
popilatlsn ond has tried to counterast this oy stressing the fact that the
“r 1= podng to be 2 long end lurd ans. The dlvistey of Informutizn hes
Launeted & slagar of o "hundrad-years wer? an! tils hos baon Eocepted
nithout eritfeisn by “!s rank -nd Cile.

Thera 1o no cort of communientisn allowes by the soldlar who daparts
Tar the front and hls faally who is left behind, Uace a coldier leaves
for the front, he is considered elmost as b dend man, and conseguently
the prolongetion of the wer and tlw contlrues dlsrustion of the facily
does not huve the came psycholarienl effsct ws it doef in Buropean
eguntrios,

The chisf shertuge of consumers goods in Japen is coul wnd textilas,
There Ls slnost a complets absence of conl. Thers still are textliles but
they are peor mnd shoddy, short-fibered, wiich da not stund up to wanhing.
The ehiof bottlensck othormlse in teenspert, purticularly shipping. The
rillwnys ere otlll workiag efflclently. Ths reada, howsver, nre petting
irto bed conditlon end thore sro relatively few posoline driven mutcsobllss.
A msmbes Lave besn converted to chereoal burnors,

There 1s & falrly seute monpower snortege, umn of the chief rosults
iz thnt women are taking o far lerger pert in public work then heretofore, |
ARP srvicas, for exurple, are menned by women in the proporticn of &
women b about one man. Thers are similer kigh proportiors of women in
athor putlie cerviees. Af for as Mr. Lovells reo rile to obicrve this
her mot pltersd the previous existing status of women ir Jajen. Ko doss
rot think they are beeoming any moro palitienlly esnselovs or any more
recentful of thelr low stetus. Since 1943 the Govornment kue incror oingly
Lilied puritarfesl messure: with the reccit that bath the prostitctes and
tio peletns Live enoroously diminieked 1y maber, Ho thinks the pelshas
Fewe dtnindahed by 90%, Froa pbaut 40,000 to 4,000,

¥e. Lovelle deserdbed ut Lous langth the ehnngnd pelicy of the
Je:rnese Crontsr Tost Apte Minictry tomsrds the tubjected ordontsl popule-
tlorg, siowing how tley kve boen granted for pors independence, have been
recits blisked in posuesolon of thedr Froporty, either comaletoly or with
L97 eontral (517 oortrol belny left to the Jrnese), rolleved of pojres-
tive polios macsures, tle trutailty of the voldirrs foreibly restrained
eriot very feir sembl:ree of cutoncmy. Hr. Lavells thinks that this policy
ved ndojted under the rdvice of Tang Cf ing-med, srad thinks that 14 s belng
sxtromely fuseesefMil rnd thet the grentor purt of tie cenquarod pojuletion
tre Plrdlng, o neceptable modua vivendi wider tie ner LrTLr anentd,
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I Intervien | Aoarll 15 1953
e

Mr. Lavalls seld he wer comselous of o otendily ineressing hostility
to ell Furopesns withlout exceptlor. The Oornens isve reoeived o imbar
of diplometic snubs, They mede thres nitecpta to get rostorstlon ef
Uernan-held property end were rebullod coel tlme. For the oriertels wlo
ere bl the % enomles, there i, on the otler hand, wery little
toatility. Thors are ctill » felr maber of Chincar working 1r Jayen,
ohiefly sp coolier or cooks in revtsurnots, etc. The [rester mmbar,
lowever, have been repatrirted. No hectility ic exprepoed tomardz the
Clinese, not ever wory uuch townrds the Chungkin, Covernmont who are
considered ca misguided, rether than st snenies.

Mr. Lovlle 15 conyletely pescimdstle rbout the posgibility of
influsneing the bulk of Lhe Jeponese pojuletion by sny propagunds mpgeal
whritsoovers Hoe doed mot think thet the Clesurw: in the populstion are
of wsny importsuce, the deprivetlons cinneot be explelted, opd the
craplets norurnrce of wictory could cnly be undcrrdned by o serlcs of
gmncidng militery dulents.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 10, 1943

T N . mppa

Re: Conments of Tise's Chunglln;
Lorrespondent on the Fonan
Pantne.

+ White, Time's Clhungking cor-
rasporient, wes recontly peraitted to
anke & Lour of Lbe Camine meea. A
doseription was printed in Tims. Hio
cormments on tha handling of the Camine
wara, howevor, heavlly censored. I
huve Just recelved & copy of the
uncandored veraion, sent to me by a
zesbar of our Esbessy staff. I thiak
you will find it Intarssting os another
NMlustretion of what ia happaniag in

Chlnu today.
ﬁuﬂhﬂ.h Curris




ngvisare s popdos ol erble LAled by T, He Shits, Tiee cor-espondent
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Ap the bputh af the Homsn fralee teeores known tn Chunckin: this
2onbh, all Chire's bLitter proble o seem roflected in the sdeled st et dve
tedlra of this dipart-p, s omr Jor fietr ernono lonres Yoo svolded.

1. The friluve on the pert of both the provinelsl sed nobdonsl
Fove rmmenbe b trite rellel measur s rleusbely ar In blwe.. An eariy
Oetnber It waz knoin thet fuod resources s done anc eithoat oufe
t1 e nld milldore voulu Afe. Eat uatdl Mrreh no me Jor movement of
Pondstulf: to the strlicken srves smo besun, The Chun deln: Jovarpment
felt iL hed doebdrzcd Ite Purden by pllocatin: s burdeed =111icn dollsrs
bs fenlic relief. Bt the soturl funda [which wore orly proer money) anly
2 rtielly arrlwed tn Usrechy  The prowinednl povernient nlthoush reslis-
irgr the fubdliby of phiper mariey mnlo o debersined affoct o impart
stitidan Popdsbulfe.. The rosclecs condiiion of Honns whieh 1a
vhloet L eunstent Japrrege tlrest made fnvesticetion diffSeult, The
Noldors L Governnent sent tro fealne coociesfarers ta immgtloete 1rat,
fall, Bt Lk se sue becveled only on the moln Rahmnye,  Hever durizg
fie clerster Beve a-dor provineirl or metlsacl ofiisfrls pedi »owholk
to Chencehon vhdeh 4a ot the erprer-of Lhe eatas tronha. , T
’
Thi nelidone]l finde prgrived 1o the provinedal sovormcent socet 1heg

Por almast womagtl dn the vrult of Honon Banirs Befare befne tpeipe
Tarped’ b Paod shirples sresn - Yy rein. Untdl o mladie of Mepeh
? "1 of foodsbufl: semt ty mwceor tecutr al1lden people eanalsted
PP alilon pounds af epsing & Lepor sact of rhlel aamaigted of
stal o selzed fromy pelvr rel ints alo brouiht Imberts nn e redel

trrnesn o tritetlons of relicf mamir were wd in
of . PLfYr el Wedlired doller densmlas Lineg ersupon Ele sov e
wroed 1he destdbicte Fiftesn popreent She ssohin oL w ino

& e bk il Latsakigil e Lo oy mivehe ki, ke conplecens: In
i t nooEh meuld AP Lella® Shet poner sparoneistlone
ok huindery Ahef aner an aTminlates B decisder wra w43 e
L il vordil B e ff ot fin: Ebadint Ty + Shousnr
Ialnntination ke g ole el renTdey und s lines
TRizore tUIoREas Ul S ehrly ardou’ Sngre
Po ThefeSlip BIT0Ae s Sln B in Chinsne cojmay
+ AT W o o P LE 1o G L e LY TR 3 bt
e of e Chllie e Oowirmoert podl s on pomatntd boae gl In
| raln 2ty of 3 et ol '35 lney haa
mred et Sl e ENE Tearidon ifh Elet 1ok wni
el bibate rEhpee Sors, o i cfel g st te . Alves Al s e YL
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 11, 1943,

JENT

Fe:  Inaurcges Fox Sovessy oot alofldsn
Em-l:!:gi nhropid,

Ak gaur suecestion I ennvrsped th ot oot
vl Brrold Sadtk an 1L o loped Ehat g
srhone of sovermeen! fnsaropee wnyld pe rulpe
legfslstdon., It io peotally peafereils tn procare
somnaredlsl 1i7e iniurcose ot peeranstle retes on
A croun prymeit plan, A prateetive sasasition
gould be Poreed siaflne ta phe SEpss Tepartaent 's
Forelm Serwice Prot-ctive fnanelstion. The
Equitatle Li%e 1s prenared to wrlte wraun fann=
&nce far Leavel or prooldence §n wap gones, ot
arnund §15 a £1,000 per yeor,

Repressntriives of ¥ rloun seviiciss who
tre dmglrous of forsin: such ap assaclntinn b ve
elected ne Chwirman of Lhe Barr! of Dipoctors
of the Miir f wneles Proloctive Arsoelation®,
sl Yoot 1o = mpurovsls. They beoed tlda action
on the erounds that §* world Ve verp helpil 4o
them €n have =oom smverpient of Mol whe 414
aot beloficto sny of ‘Nelr soomeies sopye ag
chadming T e bsmae- that the nosltlon 1s
nodned ped List Liere s as dutlee or meeoanad-
Bl fwa. Unlese, thovefare, yoit are any of Jap=
tian, I slull noespt,

,(‘...;ﬁz: s, 1
Leuaklil= Cuavrle




THE WHITE HOUSE WW
WASHINGTON

Moy 24, 1943,

MEM/®ANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
R -
Re: Uz of New Exploaive RDX,

1. 1 have been relisbly informed that
this explosive gives mn effect L0F grester
than THT.

£. We are currently produsing around
7,000 tons a month.

3. This quantity must meet the reguire-
mants of the British and of the Army and the
Navy for all purposes.

4. Conzequently, the bulk of our aerisl
bambs continues to be powsred by TNT.

<5, Greatly inerensed produstion of RDX
woyuld require a s=all amount of steinless
steel. On the other hapd, reduction in TNT
output would release manpower and tolusl,
wideh would permit the manufacture of mora
high cetane gas.

6. A swing-over from TNT to RDX would
be similar in its effect to an increase in
plane and pilot output, and would mean a
saving in material and gasoline.

7. If you wish, I would be very happy
to get the services' viewpoint on this whole
metter.

-— e
Lauchlin Currls
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 27, 1843,

HEMORANDIM FOR
LAUCHLIN CURRIE:

¥ea, will you get the
sorvicen' polnt of view?
F.D.R,

Vamorandum to the Preaident, 5-24{-=L7, from
Leughlin Currie re use of new exploaive
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THE WHITE HoUSE W

WASHINGTON
June 29, 1943.

MEGANLUM FOR THE PRECTUENT:

Re: FReguest for leave of ohsence
for Murray Letimer,

Governur Lelman called me this
morning fnd stated that he would like
very mich to secure Mr. Latiser's
sarvices for possitly six months to
serve 88 his chinf adminictrative
of ficer. Mr. Latiser would te happy
to do this but felt thet he would have
to seture your approvel. Oovernor
Letman asked if I would endeaver to
secure such approval.




FEF Camnie

*Poak
Librecy B® "Oenoral Wateon
THE WHITE HOUSE T will seo him
socetine
WASHINGTON while he ia
c here-",
[#]
?
b |
Octoker 71, 1947,
UFMORAN RE

Rer Attsched hook on Chins's 8%

for Aaf t, inmcribed
ta ron by the author E T top

charscters in langest 1ine rre the
chertetars for Roomevelt, the
botton D ere Prasidant) 2
Mintster Chang 1o =tiil & pover 1n
wiinese politics sma he foe beon sent ovar
hore by the Genaralissing ne @ cantarveioht
ta T Y. #song in post-war rlanning. T
nptid glve both Ris ano me snorooun "Puged
if ou wonln consent to ame him for & Tew
aimites. T could mrrange ta uive plenty
» of rdvance notice to Usnaral watson. T am
etrecaing en seknowledgment of tas boak,

(31gned)  LaNCHLTM CMRATE
Leuchitn Currte

L7/ e EL".- 3
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October 22, 1945

My dear Minister Chang

I have received through Mr. Currie your
book on Cplpa's Jtruggle for fallroad Pevelopmont,
which you so kindly sent me. Tour personal
lnseription mekes it a doubly valusble mequisitlom
to my perscnel library et Hyde Park. I trust
thet your vieit to this country will prove of
great value to both of our countries in the
post-war poriod, cod I look forwerd to a d!.mru.i-.
#lon of our common intarests before ¥ou return
to China.

Very sineeraly youra,

FEANKLIN D. BOCSEVELD

Honorable Chang Kla-ngau,
Plasa Hotel, (FoR)
Kew York, New York,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Yay 29, 1944.

PRESID ]
Re: Mespapes in copnestion with Liboration.

I think it would be epproprinte snd desirable for you to
deliver, ever a world hock-up, one or more messnges when tha
inveesilon starts.

1. It will be one of the most important and deelsive
2ozenta in our Maetory. It is appropriate that the President
and Commander-in-Chief should give expression to the feelings
of the people at suech & time.

2£s There haa been no portleular occasion for you to
deliver & world messge for some time. This i3 en opportunity
to assert your world lesdershlp. After sll, we are supplying
bthe bulk of the na'n,]:la'r:ar. planes and materiel,
¥

3. In taras of payehouogicsl warfare, an opportunity is
afforded to deliver messeges to the people of conguered lands
and ‘te Cermans that mizht be cosparsble in its affect to Tilsan'hs
Fourtesn Points. Anything that will srouse the to-be Libervated
aresd and cause divislon in Germany would skortan the war and
save inerican livea.

4+ I should hope that the messsge or messages would (u)
inspire our soldiers and the enslaved pecples, (b) resssure
the little people of Germany that they, though not their leedars,
will be treated humansly and bring home o them the futility of
contimung the struggls, (e} avouse tho home front so that we may
be worthy of the ocemslon end put forth am extra effort.

5. BGoas people will ary "politics" but theso people would
smy that of anything you do ond the nature of the cccasion is
such that they will meke no impression.

6. I huve dlscusssd thls with the other mssistants and with
Leo Crowley ent they feel, I believe, as I do. I do not think &
racording prapared in advanes would be nearly as effective as o
world breadenst immedintely fallowing the first landing of our
troope. I am sure you would have the J;grgeut audionce in hMaotory,

P

Lauchlin Currie



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1945,

Dear Grace:

This was handed to me
in New Delki in August 1942,

. Yours,

<. -

Louehiin Currie

M55 Groce Tully,
The ihite House,



THIS DOCUMENT IS THE BEST
AVAILABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL
EFFORT HAS BEEN TAKENW TO
INSURE LEGIBILITY.

e B !
Cirrech-aianznn rom 194161 : Teleplonr: 341
: Haw AT FHiw FHA stk AR
rmdhar BT T, T

Anut Kataw ATan ki * Ln:-i! hﬂ Xy
Trearsren: = i*ﬂ; . o

VaLLAsiERMay Paras = ¥ gl
Graeeal Socveters: ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

I 1, Eurarasa SEARAT DHAWAR, ALLANATAD B

Camp Qffice - Bombay
; August 9, 1942
Peaar gir, j " 2

= In the meeting of the Congréss Working
Committee held on gugust 6 {t was decided that
‘“laulena pbul ¥alsm fzad, the fongress President’,
should formally send m copy of the g.T.C0.0. reso-
1ition to president Rovsevelt and hesds of other
allied powers, But before he eould do eo he wag
arrested this morning at about 4 aM, “ahatoe
gondhi, Pandit Jawahorlal wehru Bnd other members
of the Working Comnittee = including the gener
Becretary were slso arrested simultaneously.
has theretfore devolved upon me In my capacity @
the acting secretary of the gll Tnata Congress
Comzittes to furward & co.y of thet resolution
to you which T do haraby through & speeisl mess

Would you eindly forward the same to the
President Roosavelt? -

Yours u:nFéfnlr,

 Fall -
nffinﬁ“seurnknry
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