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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

7-17-40

WEMORANDUM FOR JUDGE ROSENMAN:

Joseph Alsop dictated the following message
for you over the telephone, from Chicago, at 5:45
Pi:

"The Foreign Relations Plark adopted by
the Resolutions Committee appears to me and
Bob Kintner a complete abnegation of the
foreign policy for which the President has
50 finely fought. As we devoted considerable
time and effort to writing an interpretation
of the President's foreign policy, we feel
great hesitancy at commenting on this appar-
ent cave-in without further light on it.
Speaking frankly, it is not too much to say
that the majority of those who have most deep-
ly admired the President's conduct of foreign
affairs are in despair here in Chicago this
evening. Can you therefore call me at the
Stevens Hotel, KRoom 810 if you think a private
explanation worth while? A deadline looms be-
fore us, and both Bob Kintner and I earnestly
hope you can manage it."

(signed) Joseph Alsop.
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— September 19, 1942

Dear Mr. Fresident,

Unless the American people
are even more frivolously ungrateful than I
suspect them of being, you muet have had in
these last months many expressions of the sort
in which I now propose to indulge myself. Yet
my feeling is so strong that even although Iﬂﬁfmq
#5% 1t a work of supererogation, I cannot
restraln myself from telling you of it in wri=
ting.

The feeling of which I speak
is, very simply, one of the deepest gratitude to
you, a8 a man and ae a leader. I have been out
of the Unlted States for nearly a year and a
half. I have passed three monthe with the AVG,
81x months in internment in Hong Kong, and the
rest in half a score of places all over the Far
Easts I have had time to think, and time to see
things in perspective. And I have returned home
with the firm conviction that you have saved my
country, almost single handed, mot once but twiced
First, when all but a few, and those not powerful
men, falled to realize the very existence of the
forces undermining us internally, you saw them,
dealt boldly with them, and placed us once again
upon a firm foundation. Becond, when all but a
few, and those not powerful men, failed to grasp
the even more terrible danger of the forces threa-
tening us from without, you understood them, pre-
pared to meet them, and are now, sc I believe,
leading us to victory againgt them. I can dimly
imaginehow difficult it must have been for you to
do what you have done, beset as you have been on
every side by ignorance, irresponsibility, parti-



sanship and the strange, blind salfishness of
class and group which is our epecial afflicéion
in America. But I do not need to imagine, for

I know, how great is the debt every American

Owes to you. You have preserved us from the
ultimate disaster. If Abe Lincoln's America

hae not become, and is not going to become, Bertie
McCormick's America, it is you we must thank.

I hope ypu will believe that in
saying these things, I am neither insincere nor
over-emotional. As a newspaperman in Inahinfton
during the New Deal years I found much to eri-
tlclze and some things to laugh ate 1In Washing=
ton again after my return to America, I have
found some serious disappointments. I would not
change much that I sald as a newspaperman; I do
not deny the disappointments of my returne But
what I now see, and only lmperfectly realized
before, is that the details have only evanescent
meaning so long as you get the main Job done. I
don't suggestthat the cases are parallel, but it
perhaps clears my meaning if I say that I now
remember more hften that Lincoln named Simon
Cameron as Secretary of War at the very crisis
of the Republic. Thad Btevens, as you will recall,
on that occasion first applied to Cameron the
desoription, "I don't believe he'd steal a red
hot stove if it was nailed down,™ yet Lincoln
saved us. Your Cameron was only.Harry Woodring,
and you have saved us too.

There 1s no need for me to labor
point, or to rephrase my gratitude. No American
now cares a hill of beans about anything except
keeping this country what it has always been
through all its changes=== a place where the free-
doms and the human decencies are not essentially
endangered by the treacheries of the Timothy Pick-




erings and the Bertie McCormicks, the stupidities
and self-interested short-sightedness of the
Buchanans and the Bob Tafts. We are going to do
it, 80 I am convinced, and we are only able to

do it by your courage and forethought and leader=
ship. Consequently my gratitude to you is a very
personal feeling--- g0 personal that I only tell
you of it because I 1like to think that in a very
emall way it may hearten you for your grim task.

Steve and Grace were both kind
enough to suggest that you might want to see me,
but I have nothing to tell you except that Chen-
nault is a very great man and a brilliant leader,
Which I imagine you kmow already, so I told them
not to make any effort to fit me into yourale
ready appalling schedule. It was splendid to
take lunch with Cousin Eleanor, to find her so
well, and to be able to thank her for everything
she 80 kindly did for the family while I was
caught in Hong Konge. At the moment, I am at
Johns Hopkins being vetted, in the expectation
of returning to China to rejoin General Chennault's
staff in the near future. I 8hall go more light
mindedly, having gt all this off.my chest, for
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J«W. Alsop,‘Jr.
Johne Hopkins Hospit
Baltkmore -

MEFENSE oot
BONDSANDSTAMPS

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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November 9, 1942.

Dear Joe:-

I was very remiss in answering your mighty
nice letter from Johns Hopkimns, but I do want you
to know that it is that kind of a letter which
makes a fellow feel that perhaps what he is doing
is worthwhile after all.

What a privilege it i3 to be aléve in
this partieular day and age! Until now almost
every practical philosophy and ideal has been
confined tc matiocumal thinking or perhaps regional
planning. I wonder what your classmates at
school would haim thought of you if you had
announced that you would be part and parcel of
American military and naval operations in Africa,
Asla and Polynesia.

If I had suggested that at Croton in
1900 they would have put me down as more un-
orthodox than I actually was.

I wish I could go with you to Chennault
and I awm suggesting as an alternative that he
be told to return here for a short visit Af he
thinks it advisable.

Affectionately,

Joseph Alsop, Esq.,

Office of War Information,
224 West 57th Street,

New York, N. Y.



to close this letter without presenting to
you his resneects, for it was partly in talk
with him that I reached the conclusions &bout
the world and America which I did in the Fer

East.

Yours very sincerely,

FFF-: i - el
i

EH

HNovember 5

REEY)

Dear Mr. President,

I should be exceedingly
remiss 1f I friled to add a word or grati-
tude for your greet rersonal kinéness to me
to what I wrote you from Johns Hopkins, Ly
lunch with vou was an experience, and the
help you gave me 1s a fact whiel I shall not
forget, It will rerhaps pieaaa ¥You to heapr
that althoush I have discussed the air situ-
ation in China with at least twenty reople in
Washington, many of them men vwho glve most of
their time to thinking about it, I had to
walt until I saw you to receive the most
perspicuous and sensible analysis of it, I
hope that circumstances will not lead you to
ahandon the decisions towards which you
seemsd to bLe inelining, 1or I em certain that
if my Chief is piven & free hend and reasonable
resources to work with, he will do you rreat
oredit. Even if he 15 not given a free hand,
he will still do vou credit, but I am cortain
that a mind so oririnel as his woris Lest in
independence, He would wish me, I know, net
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RETURN TO THE PRESIDENT.

E.R.
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WASHINGTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 6, 1944,

MEMCHANDUM FPOR»
MISE THOMPSON,
PLEASE BHOW THIS TO MRS. ROOSEVELT
AND RETUHN FOR MY PEHSCMAL FILES,

Fo Dy He

Personal lotter from Joseoh . Alsop, Jr.
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH AlR FORCE
A.P.O, 827, C/O POSTMASTER
HEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

T reply
refer to: April o, 1944

Dear Mr. President,

A rether fiustered letter from Mother has
Just revealed the prrt you played in heving me commiscioned,
More then s year ago, I wrote you of the gratitude which I
end ell other Americans owe to you for your wise leadership.
Thet is rlready a debt which censot be repsid. To it, you
heve now rdded another, -uite personesl debt, repsyment of
which ies equelly impossible. I cennot tell you how much it
means to oe in uniform et last. | shall alweys rememper what
You have dorne for me.

If it is not impertinent, I should like also
to sey thet the sense of your stil: oeing ¢t the hesd of our
#fteirs is my only source of hope for tne future, Judging by
such newe ¢5 comes from home, 2 large pert of the populstion of
the United sStates seems to heve been infected with the mecdness
of the vadarene swine. rrenkly, I should be resigned to our
plunging ourselves, 85 & country, Over one or enother of the
nuaerous clitrts evailable, .f | did not tnink you woul: somehow
gucceed in heading us ofi. . do not suppose Lincoln himeelf
encountered such appalling difiiculties, I deeply asdmire the
caelm courege with which you face and surmount them,

I mey add thet in all my cereer as a political
reporter, which hed it~ decidedly sickened momenmts, 1 have never
geen anything to ecusl the present behevior of your opponents in
pure emetic power. The press is bsd enough. A reading of Time
is now en excellent substitute for & finger down the throat,
and half e column ot Arthur Krock is better then & whole tumbler
full of musterd and water. As for the politician:, the blend of
hypocrisy, greasy self-cerving and plous blather achieved by the
Congrest in such episodes as the Soldiers' vote debates qu te
pute the old-fashioned stomach pump in the shede. out I should
not meke jokes aoout it, for it is too tragic and too serious
a mrtier; however superficielly funny Arthur Vand. nberg mey look,
hitehing up his senotoriel toga to concesl the dirty underclothing
of his real purposes, one ought to heng him rether then laugh at

him.
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