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7-17-40 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

:.llir.!ORANDU!J FOR JUDGE ROSENLlA}I: 

Joseph Al so!) dictated the following message for you over the telephone, from Chicago, at 5: 45 
Pill: 

"The Foreign Relati ons Plark adopted by the Resolutions Co~ittee appears to me and 
Bob Kintner a complete abne&ation of the 
forei&n policy for which the President has 
so fine l y fought . As we devot ed considerabl e time and effort to \':riting an interpre tation 
of the President ' s foreign policy, we feel great hesitancy at commenting on this appar­
ent cave- in without f urther light on i t. 
Speaking frankly, it is not too much to say 
that the :najority of those who have most deep­
ly admired the President ' s conduct of foreign 
affairs are in despair here in Chicago this 
evening . Can you therefore call me at the 
Stevens Hotel, Roo:n 810 if you think a J.H'ivate expl :mation l'lorth while'? A deadline looms be­fore us, and both Bob Kintner and I earnestly 
hope :rou elm manage 1 t . " 

(signed) Joseph Alsop . 

......_ ___ _ 
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Dear Kr· Freaident, 

PSJ': ~-J··r; 
/ i 

Johns Hopkins 
Sept ember 19, 

~ c ' J. 

' Hospital, 
1942 

unless the American people are even more rriYOlouelJ ungrateful than I suspect them or being, JOU must have had in theae last months many expressi ons or the sort i n whloh I now pr opose to indulge IIJBBlt. Yet ~ f88l1ng ia so strong that even al though I S<·H""• ..-a it a work or supererogation, I cannot r estrain ayaelr r r om t elling you or i t in wri­t ing. 

The r eel ing or whloh I apeak ia, very aimplJ, one or the deepeat gratitude to JOu, as a man and aa a leader. I have bean out or the United States ror nearlJ a year and a half. I have paaeed three months with the .A.VG, aix months in i nternment in Hong Kong, and the reat 1n half a acore or placea all over the Par Eaat. I have had time to thlnk, and time to aee th1nga in perspective. lnd I have returned bome with the !ira convicti on that JOU have aaved 111 country, almoat aingle handed, aot once bllt twice,~( first, when all but a rew, and those not powerful men, railed to realize the very exiatenoe or the forces undermining ua internallJ, you aaw thea, dealt boldlJ with thea, and placed ua once again upon a firm foundation. Second, when all but a rn, and tboae not powerful am, tailed to graap the even more t errible danger or the forces threa­tening us from without , JOU underatood th.m, pre­pared to meat thea, and are now, ao I believe, leading ua to victory againat thea . I can d1mlJ iaaglnebow difficult 1t muat have been ror JOU to do what JOU have done, beut aa JOU have been on every aide bJ ignorance, irr eaponaibilitJ, parti-

y . 
~ 

-

J 



2 

eanabip and the strange, blLnd a~ltLahneaa or ol•ee and group which La our apeoLal at!l1c•J.on Ln Aaer1oa. ~~ I do not nee4 ' w L~~ag1.ne, tor I know, bOw sreat La the debt rnrJ AaerLcan owea to JOU. You have preaerved ua !rpm the ultLaate dLaaater. If Abe Lincoln'• AaerLca haa not become, and La not sPins to becom~Bertie MoOormick'a Aaerica, it ia JOU we auat thank. 
I bope Jpu will believe that in aar1ng these thinga, I am neither inainoere nor over-emotional. Aa a newapaperman in Washington during the Mew Deal Je&ra I round much to cri­ticize and aome things to laugh at. In Waabing­ton again after my return to America, I have found some aerioua diaappointaenta. I would not change auch that I aaid aa a newapaperman; I do not deny the diaappointmente of mJ re~urn. Bat what I DAW aee, and onl7 1apertectl.J realised before. is that the detaila have onlJ evaneacent meaning ao long &I you get the main Job done. I don't auggeatthat the caaea are parallel, but it perhapa cleara rq meaning 1t I 117 that I now remember more llllten that Lincola named Siaon Caaeron aa Secret&rJ or war at the very or1aia ot the Republic. Thad Stevena, aa JOU will recall, on that occaaion tirat applied w Oaaeron the deacription• •I don't believe he'd ateal a red bot atove 1t it waa nailed down.• '" Lincoln aaved ua. Your Cameron waa onlJ-HarrJ Woodring, and JOU have aaved Ul too. 

There ia no need tor me to labor rq point, or to rephraae 117 gratitude. •o Aaerican now carea a hill or beane about &D,TthLng except keeping tbia oountr7 what it haa alwaJI been through all ita ch&ngea--- a place where the tree­doaa and the human decenciea are not eaaentially endangered bJ the treacher1ea of the Tillotb,J Pick-
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eringa and the Bertie KoOormicta, the stupiditiea and selt-1nterested sbort-aightednesa ot the Buob.anans and the Bob Tatta. We are going to dO it, ao I aa convinced, and we are onl J able to do it bf rour courage and to rethought and leader­ah1p. Conaequentl.7 Iff gratitude to rou 1a a verr personal teel1ng--- so personal that I onl7 tell JOU ot 1t beoauae I lite to think that in a vert small wa1 it m&J' hearten J'OU tor JOur grim tast • 
St.eve and Grace were both lUnd enough to suggest that JOU mi ght want to a ee me, but I have nothing to tell JOU except that Chen­nault ia a verr great man and a brilliant leader, which I imagine rou know al:readf, so I told thea not to mate anr etto:rt to tit me into JOu:ral• readJ' appAlling aohedule. It waa eplendid to tate lunch with cousin Eleanor, to t1nd her so well, and to be able to thank her tor eve:rJthing aha ao tindl7 did tor the tam117 while I waa caught 1n Hong Kong. ~t the moment, I am at Jobna Hopt1na being vetted, 1n the expectation or returning to China to :reJoin Genel'al Chennault' a statt in the near tuture. I ahall f!P JDO:re light aindedlf, having got all this ott. cheat, tor it 1a 1n aJI sense an ~ aa well aa an expression or what iiji ~J {c._Q . 

/;7_..._/ ~-
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.lroaa 
J.w. Aleop,·Jr. 
Johns Hopkins Bosp1 t 
Baltlllore 
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BONOSANDS . . 

!he l'relident , 
The Ylhite Bouee, 
flaehington, D.c • 
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l~eaMr 9, 1942. 

Dear Joes-

I was Teey realaa in AAa .. riDc yov atpty 
nice letter !J'oa Jam.. Bopk1••, bQt I clo want ya.a 
to lmow that it is that kilad ot a letter wh1ob 
makes a tallow teel that p4trbapa what. he ia doiDI 
is worthwhile atter ...U.. 

Wbat a pr1-rllege it 1a to be al6Te 1A 
this particular day &Del a&el Ootil now a~t 
every practical philoeopby and ideal baa beea 
confined t o nation.ll th1nj<"lng or perbapa rei10D&l 
plannin6. I wonder what your claaaaates at 
acllool would '.bta thouabt of you 1! you ba4 
announced that you woul4 be part. and parcel ot 
Aaerican military and DAYal operations in Atrioa, 
Aaia and Polynesia. 

If I had suggested tha t at Groton 1D 
1900 they would bav• put me down aa 110re un­
ortllodox thaD I actually was. 

I wiah 1 could go with you to CbeDD&ult 
and I aw auggeat.int u an al.terna tiTe that. be 
be told t o retu.m here for a short. T1ait 1t be 
thinks it advisable. 

Aff ectiOD& tely, 

J oaeph Alsop, Esq., 
Otrice or Wa r Intoraatian, 
224 West 57th Street, 
lfew York, lf. I. 
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to close thio letter without presontine to you his resMcts , for it wac pnrtly 1n tnlt v1i th hin• thnt I r eo.c:,eu the conclusions n out th4> world and MArice whi ch I did in the For Eo.st . 

Yours very sincer e l y , 

.· 

Novecbcr 5 

0, Lf.:iJ 
Dear Mr. President , 

I shoul d bG exccodin~y remiss if I f r iled to add a word of grati-tude f or your great rersonal kin~ness t o me to what I wrote you from .Tohns Hopkins. L:y lunch with you was an e~erienco , and t he help you gave me i s a f acti whicl: I :~hall not forset. I t \till perhaps p ense you t o hear that althounh I hnve di:~oussed t he air citu­ation in Chinn with nt least twmty !'eorle in Washington , many of them men who give most of their t1 • .,e to thinking about it, I hod to wait unti l I saw you to receive the most per1picuous and oensible analysis of it. I hope t hat circ=.otancc :~ \till not lead you to abandon the deciaiona towardo 11hich you •e-d to be inolinin'' • ~·or I et1 certain that 1r my Chief is ~ivan n tree hnnd nnd reasonable r eeour cee to 11ork uitb, he will do you rreat ored it . BYen 11' he 1 o not e;i von a f ree hnnr.! , he will stil l do you credi t , but I Bl:l certain that a nind oo orieinal as h i e wor::a beet in independence. He woUld wish ne, I know, not 
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T HE W HITE HOUSE 

WASH I N GTON 

U.y 6 , 1944 . 

•· l~b Tl l\ .. , PS<..U . 

F. il. d . 

\ I ;t .... , 
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T HE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

1117 •• 1H4. 

~88 fBC:W-. 

PLE.L88 llJOir !IllS to ... IOOIJIVI1.! 

.u!D Rit\JIII POll llr PllliSQUl. PIW. 

r. D. a. 

P··r1onal 1 t.t• r rrw Jos~.,h • Ahop, Jr . 
4- <>- ?4 .. 
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HE:AOOUARTI:R8 I"OURTt:t:N'TH AIR I"OOICt: 

/11, , ~. 0 , ea'7. C:fO POtJTMAITil" 
HCW VO!ltiC Cnv. NIIW VO"K 

Deer Mr . Pres i dent , 

A rr ~her f> ustered lette r fro!ll llother he e 
J us t revealed the p< rt you play ed in ha vln& me cocm1a< i oned . 
llore th• n ~ J eer ego, I wrote you of t he gra titude wh i c h I 
e nd e ll ot he r AJDericana owe to you fo r your wa e l eadership. 
The t is r !ready a debt wh i ch ca n:>ot be repeid. To it, you 
hPve now 1 dd ed ano t her, • uite per sonpl debt , r epeyment of 
wnich i s e .ur l l y im pos s lble. I c a nno t t el l you how mucn it 
mea ns t o oe in uni f orm o ~ l ast . 1 s hall a lways r em&!ll oe r wha t 
you ha ve dora t o r =e . 

I f it is not 1mporti nent, I should like also 
to eey tha t ~ he s ense o f your stil • oeing r· t t.h e hee d of our 
• fl c i r s a my only s oJr ce o f hope f or tne f utur e . J udt,l ng by 
eucn news te comes tr ):a home , e ler.;c pP r t o f tne popule t l on of 
t h e Un1ted :l~ at e s s co:~~e t o hr ve been inf ec t ed witll t he meG n ess 
or t he ua darene s v;ine . zrt .. uy, I snould be resit>ned to ou r 
p unginb ourcelves , as o coun~ry , over ~ne or fnoth r of t ne 
nu~eroun el ilfe evailablr , f 1 did not tnink you wou1• somehow 
succeed in neamnll us ofl . • do no1. sup~;ose Lincol n h lmtclf 
e nco un t e r ed such appa lllng dif. icultios . I dc e JllY ndm h ·e t he 
calm courq;c w1th whic h y ou fac e •• nd cur.Joun t t hem. 

I <UY adc tntt in all my cEr ee r •• a poli t ical 
reporter , whicn hed i ~ decided l y £1cl<ened co .. on ta , ! nav e never 
seen a nythi ng t o ec:ual tho pr esent ooh1 vi or of your OP. onen t £ i n 
pure eme t i c p)wer . The pr ess is bad on ous h . A r cad1n.; of ~ 
is now ~ n excellent auoe titute fo r e nnser do·• n t ho t hr oat , 
a nd half e c ol umn or Arthur ¥r ock is oe t te r the n e whol e tumbler 
f ull o f muu~ro e nd water . AS f or the politic i a •" , the ble nd or 
hypocrisy , greasy self-r erv l ng a nd pi owe bla ther achie ved oy ~he 
Co ngrest i n ouch e pisodee as the SOld i ers • vote deo~ te~ ~u te 
puts the old-fa s h ionec a t omRch pump i n the ehrde . out I should 
no t make J okes aoout i~, r or it i s t ou trnsic ano too s erious 
n <Dfl t t er ; however superfici•llY f unny Arthur Vand nber s mr y l ook , 
hitcn1n0 up his ~eno tori~ l toga to conceal t he dirty underclot hing 
o f his rea l purposes , one ought t o nr ng him r c t her then laugh a t 
him. 

~ ~ <.. 7'1-. ~. t1-- - .....1.1 
M J....-t I 1 ~~ I l'f.:t .... P'- -.( ~ ~1..1- ~ 
~ n- - "i·· "· 
q~ ~~ ~m-. ...J.f;;·t~: r;::;J_N~-
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1liU ITfJC HAS B£(.11' "ICIIOfll.HlD~ 
AT A l totlCTIO$ IA1'10 Or II :l 1. 

LONG RANGE AIR NAVIGATION CHART 
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