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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June &, 1941,

These are Red Cross flgures,
showing avallable money on June §,
1941, given to me by Norman H.

Davie.
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Novembar 185, 1841,

Dear Fleser:

I got a chance to read your very
interenting notes last nipght. Many thanks
for sending them to me. There 18 no question
that in the Red Cross we have almost unlimited
epportunity and the ocountry 1s behind us.

Always sinoerely,

Mr, Janes L, Fleser,
American Red Cross,
Washington, D, C.
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WABHINGTON, D. C.

November 14, 1941
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Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
The White House,

Weshington,

D.C.

T EERSUNAL AN COMFEDENE T

My dear lkr. Presldent:

Upon returning from a field trip of approximately seven
weeks duration beginning in late September and taking me 11,000
miles across the country, it occurs to me that - off the record -
you may welcome & plcture of the state of the Nation as seen through
the eyes of a Red Cross man, as set forth in the attached copy of
my report to Mr. Normen H. Davis, Chairman, Amerlcan Red Cross.

I know that you do not wish to be loaded up unduly on your
forthecoming trip but I do not belleve that this will be hard reading
end may have relationship to your thinking in connection with further
posalbilities for the utilization of the Red Cross in the improvement
of national unity because it alone contimies successfully to have the
endorsement of such divergent personalities as are represented by the
Prasident of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, Mr. William
Green of the American Federation of Labor, Mr. John L. Lewis of the
United Mine Workers, Phil Murray, of the C.I.0., lir. Edward A. O'Neal,
American Farm Buresu Federation, Catholic, Protestant and Jew, worker
in eity end country, Democrat or Republican, man, woman or child.

I do not believe that we have yet learned how to use it to
the maximum in connection with the appeal to the multitude with refer-
ence to jobs to be done in time of peace or war.

I regret that you have been suffering from a ecold and hope
that you will speedily get back to your good, sturdy self and, further-
more, that you will have a delightful trip to Warm Springs.

I heard your addresses while in the field and wish to say

Amen on the course which you have set and to wisgh you full stremgth
and power in your endeavors.

JLFiH - Enclosures

UNDED 1 BB21 UNDEAR THE T REAWLTY OF GENEYVY
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The Chairman November 12, 1941

Mr. Fleser Three Area trip report -
Vies Chairman in Charge
of Domestie Operations

With the addition of Philadelphia last Thursday and Newark yes-
terday I have now completed my scheduls in twelve states from the Atlamtic
to the Paelfio and back again during the past seven weeks - a little over
11,000 miles or trawveling.

The Philadelphia meeting of Roll Call officials and team captains
= 2,500 of them packing the ballroom and every other dining room facility,
with the public address system at the Bellesvue-Stratford - was the biggest
of thea all despite the downpour of rain. Yesterday the Newark meeting was
resarkabls for several roasons among them (1) the mcoeptance of the deed for
a new Chapter building valued originally at $300,000 and whieh becomes &
Joint gift of the heirs and the officers and employees of the Bamberger De-

t store and the officers and members of the Newark Baseball Clubj and,
2) the launching of their Roll Call, the second to be held this year. When
the Community Chest moved up ite date to October they at onoe decided to
oecupy November even though they had a Bprimg Roll Call. They are going out
for 75,000 members - double what they had last time. Three years ago, their
last year in the Chest, they had 15,700 mesmbers with rundown offices and an

insignificant program.

A few miscellaneous cbservations, supplemsnting those whish I
wrote you from the field, may be in order, as followsi

STATE OF THE NATION: I did not find the game measure of resistance
to international affairs that I found on my other long trip two years ago
from Butte, Montana, East. There is, however, a great deal of apathy when
you get away from the Eagtern or Western seaboards. I was amased in Bt. Louls
on Navy Day to see the people lined along the street - several deep - watoh-
the Navy Day parade = it was held on the preceding Baturday - with never
than & sporadie cheer by an individual here and there as our colors and
of the Naval units went by,

B35

Incidentally, our Chapter was not mufficiently alive to have a umit
the parade., On the other hand, I got into the Missouri Ozarks at Frederick-
on Monday whiech was Navy Day. They had quite a turnout of men, women and
ldren with no one but Legionnaires and Red Cross workers to fall bask upen
color. They, however, had a oreditable parade led by the High School band.

I would say that the ocountry West of the Wississippl - perhaps West
of the Alleghenies and North of the Mason and Dixon Line - is now in a state
of rather sober ouriosity about where we are going. I looked for sparks of
popular fighting resentaent when the first stories came in of ome of cur
destroyers being hit and, later, about one of our destroyers being sunk. I
remenbered how I helped build a bonfire as a boy at Alexandria, Indiana, the
night that we first heard of the sinking of the Maine and of the Universal re-
sentment over the sinking of the Lusitania in comneotion with the World War.

TE§E
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our program and to publieise this faot. Exocept for the handful of states
whers eivilian defense needs are already rescognised, Red Oross attendance
whils larger in mmbers, showed a diminished ratio of men. As I pointed
out in another communication, if we are lopsided in our emphasis, we will
the feeling expressed by Govermor Lebman and by many another per-
son "That the Red COross is a fine women's organisation®. It must be a
fine organisation for men, women and children in every walk of life. I am
wondering whether in advance of our spring canvass, we ashould not work
diligently on muoh emphasis upon disaster preparedness, first aid and safety
fastors and the Military and Naval Welfare angles to stir up masculine
interest and a degree of incresased attendance. It is our opportunity to
emphasise the trinity of interest. We all know the women and the Juniors
all have a sisesable turnout. What we need now is man power as well.

:

The tide of membership and program interest seems to grow with
the inspiration of our convention, state and regional meetings. The reglonals
this fall have given us an amasing quantity of publieity at the state level -
publieity that we never see here. OCertainly each state was {looded for two
or three days with Red Croses news and pletures. On my trip I made no less
than twelve radio appearances over important ptate stations. Others were
doing the same thing. Gome people still expreass disbelief and consider meetings
a nuisance. They are, however, among our most important wehlcles mot only
for inspiration but for faoe to face realization of the interlock of our
national staff and echapter organisation. We still have a great advance to
make in connestion with this phage of our work. I ecited the 8i. Louis and
Fredericktown, Missouri, Navy Day parades. Every town and eity will have
lots of parades from here on, on every possible patriotic oecasion - Washing-
ton's Birthday, Army Day, Memorial Day, the Fourth of July and others. In
Newark, New Jersey, yesterday the Chapter had fivs blocks of Red Cross people -
men, women and children - in the Armistice Day parade. Howaver, all the
spaoce in the reviewing stand was coocupled by Red Cross murses with their red
lined capes. Many others were in the parade. The Chapter had the parades
move to the Memorial SBquare where the Mayor unveliled one of our big tweaty-
four sheet posters. All of that took the desire to do it and organising skill
in accomplishing it, and, as & result, the 50,000 psople who lined the atreets
as well as the thousands who participsted in the two-hour long parade, were
aware of the Red Cross. All of this has to do with natiomal unity and national
security and the fight for demooracy and the preserwvation of eiviliszation.
The people like the Red Cross and like to have showmanship in it. I bave no
question about our ability to do a job and do it well but I question in my
own mind whether we have ever sufficiently realised the importance of showman-
ship and salessanship in an appeal to the multitude.

Everywhere 1 found the most wholesome attitude over our national,
area, camp and chapter staffs. Only onece did amyome raise the question of
salaries in a eritical sense whereas on mumercus cecaplons staff people were
complimented for their leadership. Partiocular amasement was expressed over
the ability of the Red Cross to get and retain employses at such reascnable
rates. It would have dome your heart good to hawve heard the applause whieh
often followed reference to one of our field representatives, or a field
direetor in camp. A bond of affection and reliance is there.

PRODUCTION interest ocontimues high. There is a little lag in the
interest in foreign work and an increase in the interest in productiom for

homs use. If we had the pame amount of momey available for yarm, sto., amd
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industrial plants, stores and other units by the thousand within the
next year,

JUNIOR RED OROSS is in a strong position. Wherever Junior
speakers appear on the program they take the place by storm. TYou oould
see people nod their heads when I gave the Junior membership slogan as
follows: "Every child in every room in every sehool in America a member."
I eribbed this from Mr, Blair, Having both the Benior and Junior enroll-
ment simultaneously will, I belleve, help both. The big need is to get a
glearer definition of our program. Making a few albums and & few memu
covers and some mut oups will not fill the bill. In faot, Mr. Livingsten
Blair as the Aeting Director of Junior Red Cross almost from the beginning
of his temure with us, has given us a lot of new sights on this whole
question. A surprising masber of leeal Junior couneils are finding their
own answers. At Oakland, California the Junior Council took the job of
making an untold musber of First Ald kits for the emergency squads which
will be lined up at all fire stations and elaewhere as a part of the
Civilian Defense program. As I wrote you in another lestter, the Oivi-
lian Defense interest on the Paclfiec Coast is very real but directed
toward defense from Japan.

Our VOLUNTEER SPECIAL SERVICES have done a tremendous lot to
put the Red Cross on the map with the women of Amerieca. Everywhere
they sesa to like the new uniforms. I found no enthusisem for the cap
which goes with it. They refer to it facetiously as a "miner's ocap®.
At almost every regional and Chapter meeting a style show using these
uniforms was put on. The style show usually also included display of the
garments made by the women for refugees and for hospital use.

A mamber of people especially in the smaller places expressed
the hope that we would not regiment the women of the Red Crose. They felt
that millions of women including country women and small town women who
do their own house work and who are themselves pretty close to the line
wisre every penny counts, should be protected from the necessity of keep-
ing up with the Joneses by buying uniforme. It was pointed out that the
elothing budget this year will be tightened mare than ever and the Red Cross,
with our inereasing membership - more than ever the expression of the demo-
arasy of America - should not become too definite a vehiele for limiting ites
workers to the uniform type or make people fesl self-oconscious when they
are unable to supply one. If we are not careful we will block eut a majority
of the women who belong to the Red Cross and like to work for it.

THE NURSE'S AIDE FPROGRAM in sll of its ramifications, is moving

Home Nur

NUTRITION is stirring as a point of interest largely besause half
the young men sligible for selsetive service were rejocted on aceount
physieal disabilities, perhaps thirty per cent of these for reasons asso-
ted in some way with defective diet. Again we can go quite a distance on



DISASTER PREPAREDNESE, next to Military and Naval Welfare Ser-
vioes, along with our safeiy program, contimues to be the biggest factor
im all of our relatiomships. It involves integrating so many phases of
our own program with governmental astivity. Ciroumstantially, I feund
myself surrounded on my trip by floods in Eansas,oyclones in Arkansas,
floods in Missouri and Oklahoma. I waz delighted to find that our Red
Cross workers operated smoothly despite all of the new machinery eof civi-
lian defense and that there was peemingly no problem on relationship with
federal, state or local authorities which could not be readily taken care
of. I feel, however, that internally we need to do somethimg to stremgthen
cur disaster leadership at the top just as we did in Military and Hawal
Welfare Services. It is unwipe to let it continue a part-time problem of
a person as busy as the Assistant to the Vice Chairman who can enly give
fragmentary time to a subjeet which interlocks mo definitely with our
eivilian defense relationships on top of ite normal burdens. In other
words, there is some general realization in the Branch Offioces and among
the staff that soms solution to this temporary doubling up which has con-
timned for two and a half years, should be found.

The Red Cross is doing more work for MORALE AND NATIONAL DNITY
than one tould ever appreciate unless he got out imto the United States
osocasionally. The thing that I was most particularly impressed by was cur
strength with the little people of America and their devotion to the Red
Cross. Beveral thousand smergency highway stations are manned not by the
big chain oll companies but by little pesople who are at the side of the
road "Being a friend to man®., You heard some of these people like the man
and his wife amidst the whir of the faotory machinery in Bt. Loule as it
came over the alr on our program last night. Others are working in Mursing
or Junior or Volunteer Service or Home Servioce or some of the cther cate-
gories of our work. The Red Oross is truly an expression of the Demcoracy
that we are prepared to fight for. I wish that there were a way to reeog-
nise this fine body of men and women more definitely in cur national strusture -
our superbodies, our ccemittees and the Board of Ineorporators. We use them
for display and to carry on the day by day work. It is these people whe
occasionally resent Northsastern dominance of all ef our top activities and
the dominance of financial and social lsadership, particularly the influsnoe
of Mew Tork City. I found this resistance to New York influenoce very strong
in Philadelphia last week. If we are smart we will come out of this Roll Call
and out of the next twelve monthe with new devotion on the part of the peopls
of Amsrisa who are our support and man power differemtiating us from even the
Red Oross societies of other oountries im the world.

James L, Tieser
Vies Chairsan in Charge
JLUNiH of Domestic Operations
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Dear Mr, Chairman)

This train frem Ban Francisee sheuld have been in Demver at 5130
this merming but 1% is 1f hours late, Most trains, evem

on it at midnight under sleeirie light,

Meset with Chapter pecpls hare at luncheom amd procesd to Oardesn Oity,
Kansas, leaving at 4 P.M,, I s= sbout half through although ome or twe have besn
added

This is the country of magnificent distanses. OGreat average distri-
bution of fine sdusational institutiens, Just passed through Oresly where
the University of Colorado is located, They hawe their own sstting and sulturs
whish they think as good or better than that of "The New Yorksr®, The Red
bettar kpown and stands higher than in manmy places in the Eagt. Our pregras

4

Balt Lake City 300
Bolse, Idaho 140
Epokans, Wagh, 50
y Oregon 250
p Caddf, 450
Pasadena, Callf, 550 1

Perhaps the signifisant thing is the repressptativensss of thess groups.
Over 90% of the Chapters imvelved semt delsgates, HNexh in importance was the
sebar acosptanse of the "All Out® idsa in mesbership amd program. No ome objestsd
to ths quotas of 15% of pepulatien smrolled, If all the sountry did this we would
bave 19,500,000 mesbers. They taliked abeut how %c handle ranch and mining commundi-

ties remsts from headguarters towns.

I fesl much snocuraged on every count — attitude of Chapters and of our
staff, The peopls cut bere ars not warlike but are mot russing from apything.
wish the "debating belt" of New York, Massachusstts and Illineis oould be counted

mush ps I wish svery time they stusk up thair heads, you
would wave the rell sall map im this Lssae of the Courlesr ad them, Schafer certains-

§
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1y bas dome a fine promotiomal job, I mow meve intoMidwest where the prometional
side is less developed but where except in the South - Texas ~ Red Oross is very

streng.

Hope everything ie well with you and the offiee, If you find it
desirable I'1l be glad to do Chicagoe for you.,while I'm out here but I should
know soon, ome way or the other. Forgan also.

Gordially,
(8igned) Janes L, Fieser



W' h—n' U.B.d,
En reuts Ban Francises

Osteber 8, 1941

in

In sach place I have had & redls broadoast to make in additden to my
The

Every waking

last might I addressed the Portland Fedaration
with confersnoes, talks with looal psople, cur fisld directors
ar

of Community Clubs - a reprssentative federation of 55 Citisens Assocls

that Clty.

stations, field representatives, chapter pecpls, stec.
to mee the new boulevard cut of Portland, to loek at
& drive in Bolse with ths towns righest mem.

I addresssd the Utah Congress of Boeial Workers befors I
Always thers nre newsppaper interviews and umually phetographers
has besn no chanes for sight-seeing.
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all

1st up
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addrs
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s taken up
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In addition,
took the train from there and

.. -.....m
it

eratahy® note
meating

"itohy, »
ing after 75,000 mesbers,

place yet by anyone in
of 15% without a flicker of an ‘syslash.

single
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They are
Osually the A.F. and U.F. put

is good,
shory in & Salt Lake Oity paper on &
hsadquarters peopls, top people, eut

sncloss & raft of elippings.
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traveling you oan imagine the publieity would get. A person frem Washingtom
is sopy; whersas a news relssse from Washington Ls met. Then you bave your

sudisnses made up of lsaders vhe will go home and werk., A lot of them drive

250 miles to got to meetings. Then thers are mindreds of thousands of peeple
who get it by ear over thess lmportant radioc stations, at lsast 15 mimubes st
sash plase, Perhaps no news releasss have besn issusd from Washington simes I
laft, TYst every paper has Red Oross news, locals, meetings, first ald olasses
and then come thess reglomals, This menth and next should be somoentrated om
fu-ﬂwaﬂp-ﬂprwhuﬂulﬂnmhﬂﬂhm“mnm

thing., If we weuld periously go after our precinects and parishes where the

votes are wa would get scmevhers - and it would be good for our seuls to mest
the to whom Hed Oross is mot something to be manifested soclally and

otherwiss but & religlon of service for the multituds,

Funny how slogans develop. At a mesting in Portland a few wesks age
the Rell Call Chairman sat next %o someons who was ispresssd by the sise of the
andisnces and sald, "Ses all the people® - a bly turn eut. The Eoll Call Chair-
man said, "By Osorge, there is our Foll Call slogan. That is the way to get
75,000 members, ‘'Bees all the Peopls’ ". Bo team ocaptains,

£
E
i3
§

§
£

people to aotion,

I noties Atles, British Labor san, is coming over. Can't you have
Stewart get him over for plotures, shaking hands with you, thaniing you fer his
people, the commen pecple of England, for what fed Oross had dons? Put him en
the air. Interview him, Have him g0 %o some big oitles to be "made over® by
mpwmm-mzm,mm,m.,umrunmm:aru. Have
soma of 4hs looal labor lsaders in to meet him., We need that becauss our mesber-

I'm glad you liked my spesah. I sat up t411 5 A.M. one mormlug writing
it,v Hughes says he just tears the top off where my name is and uses it as &
hand cut to the 8 on his reglomal trip. Others use it as soures material for
speschen, It has well on this trip. Its note of diseontent, "not sneugh®
in these times and the need for "all out” for the Red Oross in effort seama to
hit the mark,

I find the West scberly militant about Hitler and Japan. By that I
msan, oot yet "het up", but intellectually reconoiled sven though met aggressively
go, This country finds Russis hard to swallow as an ally but the note 1s ccalng
om that she sheuld be helped in her battils, Boldlsrs ars sverywnare. TRay are
our boys. That is what eounts,

3d

Several good lines bave coms out on this trip, One woman sals of eur
shipping losses, "The mere they sink the mors I'll kmit.® Asether woman sald
that mot every voman wanted %o knit so they sheuld belp on Roll Call. She put 1t

This is sneugh of this, I hope somsthing is dons about Atles and every
othar mam who comss over. It will tax our imagimation on hew %o use him besause



’

JAMES L, FIESER

(Bigned)

r.a.-nmmumwnwﬁ.mmmmmwﬂmm.
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Stalin's messaps published in

S8talin'a Correspondence with
Eﬁmﬂzl ee, Roosevelt
i ] ﬁﬂl‘l’l

Vol. 11 P, 17
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November 21, 1941

¥y desr Kp., Fresldent:

The Soviet Chargé 4'Affaires called upon me
thi=z morning and requested me to glve you & per-
sonal message addressod to you by Stalin, in reply
to your recent massece to him regarding the quea-
tion of Red Croas supplies.

I am encloslng the message handed to me by
the Chargé d'Affaires.

Bollieve me

Falthfully yours,

AT UTRT.IEG

anl Pk Lalundd

The Fresident,
The ihite licuse,
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Date received: Bovember 22, 1941

Cablegras received from: NELSTMET (FINLAND)

SesTetary of Btate
Washington
596, twenty-first
TOR ANCROSE

Indications shit probably mass exedus starved Leningrad
eivilien pepulation scross ilse intoc Finland. Pressst moute food
shortage Finland makes fesding refugess utterly Lspessible (repeat
utterly imposeibls), Wish point out ascertained perscnmally
Fionish troops remaining passive isthwms border therefors cladm
sumnot be held responsible welfars voluntary influx Pussisn
eivilisng. Probles requires internatioms] hesanitarisniss,
M‘IMMnlmmm
distribation, ;

Thelen #33 (signed) SCHORNFELD
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
February 18, 1943

MEMORANLUM FOR
HON. HORGAN H. DAVIE

I have been usked by dlss

Alice Lisbrow, who was secretury

e ongresswoman 0'Day,
if I would inquire about the appll-
cation wnich she has on file with
the Forelgn und Insular Division
of the Hed Cross. I think 1t 1s
for a secreturlal position in an
administrative flelé office.

She tells me she flled this
application about three months ago
but has not heard from it. ©She
is most anxious to serve but 1if
the application 1s not to be ac-
cepted, she would like to accept
some other position.

GRACE G. TULLY
Private Secret. ry
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SBeptember 20, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR.
THE SBECRETARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE,
r'DIHI

Letter from Cormelius Bliss, Acting Chaimman,
American Red Cross, 9/16/43, to the President,
with accompanying memorendum of same date for
the President from Mr., Bliss, in reference to the
memorandum "Relief Supplies to the Far East",
which the President received from the British

Government.
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Bepteaber 16, 1943

MEMOEANDUN FOR THE PREELDENT:

I have read with grest interest the memorandum "Relief Sup;lies
to the Far East® which you heve received {rom the British Governuemt. Mr.
Horman Davie ie in Nerth Africs at the present mouent mut probehly will return
to Washlogton about the 25th of Bephtember.

This matter of relief to prisoners of war in the Fer st is one
which has had & greet desl of attention by the Amerlcan ked Croes, State Dep rie
ment, War =nd Muvy Departaents, end all other scencies of the United States
Government which are concerned with the core of privoners of war und just
within the last few deye there nas been & developament vhien lesdr us to hope
that & chanmel of sending relief regularly te Allled ;rivencrs of war in the
Far fast cun be esteblished.

For several monthe the Ltate Depuartment has been attesy ' in; to
meka un errengeacnt with the Soviet Governament which would permit us to chip
priconers of war supplies to Vliadivostek snd whereby the Loviet Covernmeat
would transport these sup;lies to some point et which theyr could be turned
over to the Jepsnege, The Sovlet Government uss now agreed to thease .hijsents
to Vliadivostok. The arrengeasent iz not vet perfected whereby the J:panese
nill accept this relief material at some point which say be satisfnclory both
to the Soviet Governaent and the Jepancee but the Jspenesc heve previously
indicates tiet come such mrrangement would be pousiile,

& Deleg:tion of the British lied Cross hee arrived in Pacndngton
und we are now preparing un sgenda of dlscusrioms with them and with repre=
pentetive: of the Conadlsn ked Cruss who nre expected to arrive on Honday,
depteaber 20th, for conference. While the entlre (leld of priconcrs of wer
relief will bu covered, tho yrincical copbasis »ill be pluced on proslems of
prisoners of war relief in the Far “sst, The Anericen Hea Crose belicves
toat L1l relief efforts for prisoners of war in the Fer rast auet be cloeely
coorinate. and wo wre hoperul that » plen lor permenent, closer lisison
botwesn the Red Crose socletles of Great Hritsln, Canuds wnd the United
dtates wlll be wrrunsed,

The Anericem hed (iose works vers closely »ith the Stste Departe
sent sund nwith the offliciuls of -1l other zcoencies of the United Stutes
Governuent interested la rlioners of war work and in working out jlens for
rolief for Allied priconere oy wer in the lar Inst we are depending upon
the contimued coopcration of Unlted Lt:tes Jovernment epencies and will
koep them completely Anformed with reference to our conversations with the
fritish l'ed Crose snd Cuncdisn lied Urose reprecentuatives,
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Up to this time nelther the Aserlcan lled Crose mor the [tote, Aruy
and Nevy Depurtuents “ove piven entensive mblicity with refercnec to this
antter ol prisoncrs of wur in the Fur Iust., Thi: webjeet of jublicity will
be discussed fully &% the conlerences which sre now beln: held rnd with the
State, VYar ond Novy Doperts-onts.

Cornalius Bliss
Actling Chulroan

Yefych
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 15, 1y43.
HIGHLY CUHFIDLUTIAL
MEMGAANDUY FOR HONe NORMAN DAVIS:
To speak to me about.
F.L,.H,

~+ naner (on Great Britain statione~v)
entitled, "FPellef Supplies to the Far
Fast™.




’ AMERICAN RED CROSS

WasHINGTON, D, C,

CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE Sept. 23, 1943

Memo to Miss Tully:

This is the original memorandum
of Sept. 15th which The President sent Mr.
Normen H. Davis, a reply to which was sent
you on Sept. 16th, signed by Mr. Cornelius
N. Bliss, as Acting Chairman in the absence
of Mr. Davis in Europe.

The President's memorandum was
inadvertently omitted when Mr. Bliss's
reply was sent to you.

.R: Newman

Secretary
A
- 1 #
2 Sl o 4 Jitn A
- v" " r f'
gl o 7l
a'a,?‘ G/ /8l 7 Y andan g A ta-.’f h. e «



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Sejsteuber 15, 1vis.

HEGHIY <CHUNFILEHTIAL
Pe LR e o= e

L LU JEUNT FOR MOH, BORIAG DAVIE:

To speak to e about.,
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gﬁ ree Arey Sridec
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ssptember 25, 1943

Ly dear HIF—B'I'!'I'I'I-'M

Thankx you for the wemcrandus: concernin the shipment
ef relief supplies to priscnora of war 1n Jlﬁnnnnq Euuundy
in the Far Last whlich yocu sent xe under cover of your
letter of LSeptenber 16,

The situstion of ouwr pecple neld by thoe Jananesec 1s
cl' the greatest concern to all of use The cunsant of
the Soviet Jovernsent ln agroeeing to the liedlate shlp-
zent of supslies tc Vladivestok Lls indeed gratilylng and
I a= asopalfyl that e soon shall find it possible to arrenge
with the Japarese ’.:c:-v.r-.ern:.:mt i -vans by which thoso sup=
pliss oy e lorwnrded to .';hl'.'lil:' destlnztion,

Sincervly joura,

'RANKT,IN D, RRO w7

The lionorable
Cornelius Zliss,
Arerlean Red Cross,

amshington, D.Ce
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AMERICAN RED CROSS

WasHINGTON, D, C,
pvew oyt TE HOw SR

CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE ISF,.F ” 3 33 F‘}‘ "43 Septamber 16, 1943

tECEIVED

My dear Mr. President:

I have the memor=ndum entitled "Relief
Supnli=s to the Far Fast" which you received
from the British Government. I have prepared
a memorandum on the subject which I am sending
to you herewith,

Mr. Norman Davis is in North Africa.
He is expected to return te Washington about the
twenty-fifth of September. If, in his absence,
thera is any way in which I cun be of service
to you I shall welcome the apportunity.

With warm personsl regards, I em

Reapectfully yours,

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt
The President

The White House
Washington, D. C.
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. AMERICAN RED CROSS

HATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
WASHINGTON, D. C.

September 16, 1943
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have read with great interest the memorandum "Rellef Supplies
to the Far East" which you have received from the British Government. Mr.
Norman Davis is in North Africa at the present moment but probably will return
to Washington about the 25th of September.

This matter of relief to prisoners of war in the Far Eagt 1s one
which has had a great deal of attention by the American Red Cross, State Depart-
ment, War end Navy Departments, and all other agencies of the United States
Government which are concerned with the care of priscners of war and just
within the last few days there has been a development which leads us to hope
that a channel of sending relief regularly to Allled prisoners of war in the
Far East can be established.

For several months the State Department has been attempting to
meke an arrangement with the Soviet Government which would permit us to ship
prisoners of war supplies to Vladivostok and whereby the Soviet Government
would transport these supplies to some point at which they could be turned
over to the Japanese. The Soviet Government has nmow agreed to these shipments
to Vliadivostok. The arrengement is not yet perfected whereby the Japanese
will accept this relief material at some point which may be satisfactory both
to the Soviet Government and the Jepanese but the Japanese have previously
indicated that some such arrangement would be possible.

A Delegation of the British Red Crose has arrived in Waehington
and we are now preparing an agenda of discussions with them and with repre-
gentetives of the Canadian Red Cross who are expected to arrive on Monday,
September 20th, for conference. While the entire field of prisoners of war
relief will be covered, the principal emphasis will be placed on problems of
prisoners of war relief in the Far East. The American Red Cross believes
that all relief efforts for prisoners of war in the Far East must be closely
coordinated and we are hopeful that a plan for permanent, closer liaisom
between the Red Crose socleties of Great Britain, Canads and the United
States will be arranged.

The American Red Crose works very closely with the State Depart-
ment and with the officials of all other agencies of the United States
Government interested in prisoners of war work and in working out plans for
relief for Allied prisoners of war in the Far East we are depending upon
the continued cooperation of United States Government agencies and will
keep them completely informed with reference to our conversations with the
British Red Cross and Canadian Red Cross representatives.
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Up to this time neither the American Red Cross mor the State, Army
and Navy Departments have glven extensive publicity with reference to this
metter of prisoners of war in the Far East. This subject of publicity will
be discussed fully at the conferences which are now being held and with the
State, War and Navy Departmentes.

Cornelius Elies
Acting Chairman



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Sapsoabhar BH, LYa8D
MEMOHANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

As requested in your memorendum of September 20,
thers is submitted hersewlth a suggested reply prepared
for your signature to Mr. Bliss' letter of September 16,

I am sure you will be interssted 1n learning that
the first of the monthly shipmenta of relief supplies
which the Soviet Goverrment has undertaken to carry to

Viadivestok in Soviet ships is now en route.

Enclosuras:

Original enclosuras
to memorandum of
September 20 returned.



1. In the autumm of 1942 efforts were mads on the
initiative of the Canadian and United Kingdom Governments
to secure the cooperation of the United States Governmant
in setting up in Vashington an American-British-Canadian
Committes, ineluding both members of the Red Orosses end |
Government officials, to handle the sending of relief
ﬂu];;plisﬂ to the Par Egat. The State Depariment felt,
howaver, that until Jopanese consent was cbtained Tor
pome mathod of getting the supplies into Japanese
co;mrallcd territory, it would be prematurs to set up

mechinery for discussing details.

2. The American Red Cross suggested early in 1943

a pethod of transmission by eea which was turned down by

the Japanese. The present situstion is that tranasmission
via the U.3.8.FR. has been agreed to by the Soviet Government,
but the Japansse Government af'ter over three monthse' delay
hava still failed to indieate at what point suppliss sent

by the Soviet Union should enter Japan and vhat guantity

of poods might be sent per ronth. No sapplies can therefores
be sent to our prisoners and inteornoes in the Far Bost
axcept by means of the ships used about once a year for

the exchange of natlonals.

3. In the meantime, however, there iz to be a meeting

next week in Washington at which the ropresentatives of

the American, British and Canadisn Red Crosses will

g4 scuse problems eonnseted with relief supplies (e.g.

contents of relief parcels, methods of packing, ete.), and
the /
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the hope has been expressed that the Conference may leod
to the setting up of machinery for permansnt closer
liaison betwesn the Red Cross Societies of the three
countries. What is envisaged 1s the co-ordination of
supplies, packing, transmission and, insofar as possible,
distribution of supplies. It is further hoped that as a
result of the Conference the co-=ordinating machinery,
which would involve some degree of official as well as
hed Cross perticipation, will be ready to go into action
the moment any way is opensd by the Japaneae for the

regular entry of reliefl supplies,

b It ie elsc thought that the Commitiee handling
supplieo would be eble to bring gboul the co-ordination
of publicity on thias subject in the countrisa concerned

and vis-h-vis the Japansse.
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THE WHITE HOUSE /P'/M

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1945,
MEMORANDUM FOR

; HON, SOL BLOOM:

Dear Sol:

I am really guttin; excited
about a decent biil to prevent the
use of the Red Oross symbol, The
Lord only knows that the bill passed
by the Senate 1s pretty weak., I
underatand that tga bill in the House
is even worse.

I do hope thie will not become
A cause celebre but -- the situatinn
is oretty bad and I am afrald I
understand rather fully what is behind

it.
What can you do?

r'DIR.‘



Memo to: F.D.R.

Legislation to Frevent Use of
Cross 5 fiords

I spoke to you sbout this legislation. A bill was passed
by the Senate last session which, from my point of view, was very
unsatisafactory but with which the American Red Crosa is willing to

go along.

Bloom has the bill in the House but has so distorted it
that it is not only an insult to the Red Cross, but to you. Under
it no one would be prevented from using the Red Cross symbol for
aixtesn years, and no one would be prevented from using the words
Red Cross for twenty years.

You know Bloom; therefore, I don't need to tell you the
details and ramifications we have had to suffer.

Everyone is agreed that there i1s only one way we can
get any kind of proper action and that is for you personally to
call Bloom in and looking him straight in the eye say that you
understand fully what is behind the situation and that you don't
want any more of 1t, but want the bill passed in the House as it
was passed in the Senate; that that is bad enough but that you are
willing to go along with it; that you want that done and done now,
pointing out specifically that there is no need for further delay
in the Senate nor the House on this bill.

Unless this is done, either one of two things will happen:
1. nothing will come out of the bill; or
2, & bill will come out which I will be forced to ask you to weto,
and which I am sure you will have to weto.

DO NOT MENTION MY NAME OR ANTOKE ELSE'S TO BLOOM OR HE
WILL GO RIGHT BACK AND PUT INTC THE RECCRD OF HIS COMMITTEE WHATEVER
YOU SAY TO HIM. I FEAR NEITHER BLOCM NOR ANYONE ELSE BUT I ENOW
BLOOM'S CONDITION AND I HAVE TO PROTECT THE RED CROSS.
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O'Connor E FARBER
IR0 BNOADWAY, WEW "ORE &

MWiss Grace Tully,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.







AMERICAN RED CROSS

NMATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
WASHINGTON 13,D.C.

May 5, 1945

Miss Grace G. Tully g
The White House
Wasnington, D. C.

Dear Miss Tully:

I appreciate your courtesy in
handing the autographed copy of At His Side to
Mrs., Roosevelt. Along with the Test of the world,
I was profoundly shaken by the President's death.

I trust Mrs. Roosevelt will find
time to read the book. Some of her Red Cross ac-
tivities are reported in it.

Very Sincerely yours,

,;9 x/.-.fw —
Gaorge Kézaun
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