o T;S-P Uincen T Grshur Suhlgd‘ li{g

-'E‘.ax HC.










s

70 The President of 4tho United Statos,

.
d I gm Just wondor ether s uch "disoussionn™ mey not

thnt I don': pry etend o 'mod mmue 16 myeidns, But it
v omyba o art o ip 1o boi aracloed; o i










r: irﬁ r'-'n ;fa’ m E;-sg *i g*:ﬂE g; ;Egi
i i e ﬁggsg L 1
ol 1 f E h ; e E g bR
[ 8 el W b s e Y
% i o A 0
o] e S g
i 5 eE it ¢ E=[ i-—-Eif Hi 5?.@: e
i o BB e
L FEE R
i G e N T















0500 e 123#
| W;lu;i-f

T3 0MAI DU

in chrenologieal order, concornim: Munson=I.1".5.
Stee=ship Line situstion.

1. In the lest doys of Decenber 1933, reprosentatives of the debonture
holders of the Iuwnsen Steanship Li%e.crme to various officscs of the I.M.M., nnd
roported that the former was prootically inselvent nnd could not continue opera=
tlon much longer. The erews of three of the ships were threstoning to libel their
vessols, and the various suppliers of stores, eto., were refusing further credit.
The situstion seemed most eritieal. In sonsequends of considersble napotisticns,
wiich ere too lengthy to describe, the I.00.10L edvenced ©100,000. ihen this ssount
becams available, the orews were setisfied, snd small emounts were paid te oreditors,
on acoount.

2. OSubsemuent to the sbove, it secms that Mr. Fronk Munson eallsd on
Senator Copeland, who in copsequence had an interview with Secrotar; of Co=serce
Goper, the upshot of wileh woe that the comsensus of opinion spperred to ba that
thore wmuld be no objeaticn to the I.M.0. eombining itk the !unson Lina, ez &
solution to the latter's Cinanciel crisis.

3, About p monith B30, I voot to Jashinston and mpent the nizht. lurinz o
conversation therv that evening, 1 beocmms convinoed that any conbinat lon between the
5% and the Munson Line would be most inopportuns at tlis time, a8 & remult of
t.is, I have exertdd rmyself to the end that no further steps ba taken by the I.lL.M.
tomards mereing with tunson, end 1 :’-:ﬂt poofident that until my abttitude chonzes
ig this romrd, my opinion will be raspecied.

4. laat londey, Pebrusry 1Eth, ‘. Jdenry llaimann, Jirector of tha Shipping

Torrd “mureay of the Department of Coxmree, came to ses pe et ry houee, socomponied




==

* by John Frenklin end Femit Hoowevelt. Our conversation lastcd throe hours, mnd
while it coversd many mspects, !r, [eimenn's main miroose npponred to bo to induce
ne to withdrew my ohjecticns to the I.ILI.-'uncon mesger. o told ne that the
lntter's finaneial situstion wan exceedinzly oritical, und that iis insolvensy was
most imminent. o also made tho intcresting statament thet, iz line with his
poliey, he 1a demanding of the !MuMnscn Steamahip Compacy 88,000. psr month out of
thelr aail money. Under the present oritical cirounstances of the ‘unson Stesmmhip
Company, this sum It appears will aven more quiskly mrecipditate the erisis, wiiich
Holmane feols may have destructive results, both on our shippin: ond on our South

Amaricsn trade.

B. In view of the impressicns that I -mthered in Tashingzton that
ony further metivities es regards the merger might militete szeinst tho succesa
of the larger picture, I am mainmtaining the poeition that this matter should not

F

at the moment be motivaly pursued.
8. If I aa in error in regard to this, and If it is indeed = fact

that 1: would be in the public interest, snd is desired by the idministration,
%o obviate the "unson receiverabip, 1 mill, of course, desist froa my prosant

cbstruotive tactics.
“hat shall 1 do?

/f'q'

———y




, lareh 15th, 54

1y doar Clifford:

Prosident loosownlt oxpocts to go for n short crulco
in the NOTTILL, endling from some Tlorida port cfurins tho last woolk
in “nreh. 70 hopo to Tish of © the Pshema Danke, anf everntually probobly
to 0 into the Touo of the Cconn in seareh of bono=figh. On ocur woy
to the latter waters, wo ohell, of eorro, ntos in ot Unosan for o few
hourp. Of necsssite, this dato 15 somovhat varisblo, tubt T ehnll radio
you na =mch in ndwvmmce on posoible of our expectod tine of orriwvel, rnd
gr aoor on tho IETULL is snehored ft llamrou, will coro anhoro to Ay
my renpoetos

¢ yor= meh homo $hot ymir Chief Mlot will find it
noasible to nnoimy un the eeme enchorarn on ho 4id lest yoor, for 1t
meoved moot penvonlont, as well oo somam for our dre™t of oishtoen
fort. “hilo the "onidamt ir shoar?, the YWINVARAL will he ascomponied
by n United "tatos dostroyor. Theno ships - thoush threo mnded fook
in lon~th, nnd semirin~ conniderable owinsin: roan - have & dreft of
ot alovan foot, cnd ao 1 shmuld inasine that findins o suiteblo anchor=
gro for her pould offer no @ifficultics whatovar.

Lant yoor you wery kinsdly procured for un an axeollent







Dear Vinoe:-

Tours of August fourth from Flores
arrived today. Fhen we purchase Florss from
the Portuges Republioc and set it up as an

t sove ty, we must do
nhmﬁtht;uu "mf""ftm"
Bome a8, Emperors Kings have been
rather ace and are going out of date
anyway. I you as prinoipal ownsr should
assume the title of Khan or possibl Ell. .
menumhm“m r Shelks

tively. I have titles for l:m ud
l' btut cannct dictate them!

Affectionately,

Vinocent Astor .
B SDaoK, y Eoq.,
Kew York.
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VINCENT ASTOR
HO 23 WEST 26T STREET

Dear Mr, President:

Yesterday I had a one hour's talk with Henry Helmsnn, I
started out by telling him that I felt that there was & meed st this time for
a man of the h;ghut calibra to tackle this country's shipping problem, and
that I knew of no one better fitted than he. I expressed the hope that he
gould find & wey to return to the job that he had so capably started, aven
though it might be at a considersble perscnal sasrifice, ete. In saying this,
I made it emply cleer that I was representing my own persomal hopes and wishes;
not those of eny one else. The resction was admirsble, end left me with no
doubt whatsoever as to his willingness to serve, provided the conditions were
such ms to convincs him of & reascnable opportunity te cerry cut effectively a
job in the public service and for the imericen Merchant Marine. For the latter,
he seems to have an almost romantic attachment, which of course endesrs him to ma.

In discussing various possible means of Covernmental support

4

for imerican shipping, Helmann - to my great surpriss - suggested the "Heval
Heserve" as an altermative and possible mothod. Hia idea sbout this almost exactly
paralleled yours, which is m curious eoincidence, unless he originally obtained it
from you, snd that was a guestion that I did not like to ask.

shen discussing the source of the greatest Congressiocnal
hostility to shipping, he several times repasted the wish that he could sit im on
a first confersnce between you and Senmtors Black and MeKellar, He seems to feel



Tou Septembar 28th, 1934.
The President. P '

that he possesses enough fecte to rofute some of the otatements that they might
make to you, and also he thinks thet he alght soften their prejudices and antag-
onisms. In this Iletter regard, I should imagine that he might be an optimiat,
but I was impressed by the politieal Intelligence of wanting to attempt this lipe,
As the Director of Shipping, or whataver the Job might be eslled, I can't help
but feel that Heimann would surely "ring the ball",

At the end of our telk, I psked him to put into concise memorandum
form soms of the things that he had said to me, and this I shall forward on to you.
If it impresses you favorsbly, I do wish tramendously that you could see yoaur way
to send for Heimann, and ellow him to talk to you. I kmow that you would find him
intelligent, &nd his ideas both imteresting end constructive,

S0 mich for serious subjects.

I think thot you would have been proud of me, or at least of my
remarks, had you heard them on the night in Newport when I first leamed of the
Rece Committes's decision {n regard to not considering Sopwith's protest. T told
& lerge group of prominent MN.Y.Y.0. yachtsmen, sssembled on the landing, that I
proposed the following morning %o proceed out of Newport Harbor flying the
Royal Demmuds Yacht Club burgee, snd with thet of the Mew York Yacht Club hoisted
in the maln rigging upside down and at half staff; this to indicate both demth
and dissster. By the next morning I had cooled off & bit, and found that T had
no Bermmude Club burgee snyway, which probably was just as well. However, I sm

not enticipating any invitations to serve sgain as Commodors of the Club.




=

The President. September 28th, 1934,

The enolosed statement I sent to all of cur recent ship=atea.
0ddly enough, however, I have had only one reply ss yet - from George 5t. George =
and the tme of thzt was hostile and contentious. Murthermore, he informed me
in no uncertain but highly provocative terms, that he is placing the matter in
the hends of his attorney - one alleged Judge Eernochan. I don't suppose that
oither the Constitution or precedent permits the Fresident of the United States
to undertake such sctivities; nevertheless, in the event of this deplorable
matter reasching the stege of litigation, I shall hopefully ssk you to represent
my intereats. I am sure that you could make the Judge and Teorze look pretty
sick; not to menticn Esrmit, and Jimmy, and Will, and Lytle.

I mas, of course, delighted by your note, saying that you really
had hnd.n good time on our racm'..lt crulse. 4s to that, I always enjoy =yself so
much on your voyages thet I sm rather inclined to think that I n= at least one up
on all of you in that regerd., I shall certainly not forget - nor will the
HOUBMAHAL - your suggestion sbout next spring. By that time, the old tub will
have a nigcs naw set of piston-heads, so thet she will not have to be nursed

along, as was pecessary last woek, Also, I e= in hopea of on extra hall-kmot

of speed.

Respectfully end affectionately,
VA:8W
Ena, ———
The President,

Washington,; Ds Cs
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" VINCENT ASTOR %% —

T0; Five Daya' Transportation aboord
the Yacht MOURMAHAL, at §25. per
diem § 125 00

Cost of Raw Food for Five Days HO CHARGE

Heating and Boiling charges on
above Supplies, at {8, per diem 30 00

Expenses ipourred for ilecheliec
Stimulante and repeated Correc-
tives (NOTE: The Chief Stewnrd
reports that consumption of the
abors Stores wasa so Vast as to
overwhelm his Accounting System.)
A Reaponable and Blanket Choarge
is therefors being made of

£37.850 per diem, or 187 50
Twalve Cigars - (Aromas Pontificales)

@ §1.50 each 18 00
Seveutoen Clgars - (Profundo

Magnifico), ©8.90 sach 15 30
Matches HO CHARGE

Fasteful use of Matohes: Negligent
and inattentiwe handling thereof 1 D0

CARRIED FORWARD = = = = = = ii"ﬁﬂ

PLEARE RETUEN TEIE STATEMENT WiTe TOUR AEwFTancd




PAGE THO. No. 23 WEST 26th 5T.

MNew York,  Sept. 20th, 193 4.

PLEASE REWIT
....... % e WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY

1= YINCENT ASTOR, .

EROUGHT FOMWARD - - - = - & 3pg @0

Use of Backgammon Teble, and other
Speculative Pnrmuﬁuiu

Ganeral Abuse and Battering of show-
mant ioned Table, ete., through
exhibitions of Nasty Temper, etao.

Use of Radio

Inept and Stupid Handling of Dials
and fnobs on Instrument, thereby
causing Havoo

Expmsive and Tastoful Use of Launchea,
with ettendant Fusl Expanditures,
for purposes of Frumping, and
Allied Activities mshore

Chipping Mother-of-Peerl Surfaces of
Bell Comtmcta, through Impatisnt

Punching of the sbove, to hasten
the arrival of Correctives

CARRIED FORWARD

FLEATE SETURS Fein ATATEEENT WIiTH FOUR BENFTANEL

NO CHARGE

21 00
HO CHARGE

19 BO




il No. 23 WEST 26th ST.
PAGE THREE.

New York,  Sept, 20th, 193 4.
1« VINCENT ASTOR, o-
BROUEIT FORMARD = = = = = £ 434 20
TO: Continuous and Unrestrained Stamp-
ing on Robin's Tail, thereby

causing Anguish and Orief 100 00

TOTAL-=-=-~-=~ § 534 20

10% Ship*a Disoount 83 48

GREAND IOTAL se7 62

THE ABOVE ACCOUNT WAS PAVARLE IN ADVANCE,

IT ISNOW OVERDUE

KDOLY REMIT IMMEDIATELY

PLEASE REMIT
WITHOUT FURTWER DELAT

Interest charge per diem 3-1/8 per centum,

FLEASE SETUNS Thol STATEWENT WiTh TOUN SEMITTANCE
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VINCENT ASTOR
N2 23 WEST 287F STREET

I
LW Octoher 20th, #F 54,

Deer Franklin:
I have bean laid up for the lect week with a most terrible

cose of the flu, and the only thoughts tivt I hove hed have revolved around
pllls and nose spreys, aod castor oll, and mppalling things like that.

This ugxm:mt gams - "Bockgammon to Tin® - and I don't know whether
it; with its inscription, is poinz to make ma fesl better or vory much worse.
Of course, I have alwegrs folt thet you end I could give smybody lessona in
thet partioulsr sport, and without amy further dmowledge or skill elther,

bt if it 'rrl]‘.ll melke :;;T““A-I I will now put my poor old rather diseascd
end moronic mind on tho book end study it with such energy es I may still
possess. All of which sounda rether sad.

Hore {s something sifeh will m-ﬁﬂm. and I am sure
that your distress is goin: to be rueh sreater than mine. Tha Chris-Oraft
hes hod o complete collapse! Wionewver the ROURLIAL is lald up, sll the
lgunches ore glven & zood goins over and general inspection, and your
favorits boat is reported to be in the following condition.

1. Engins worn out [eylinder block cracked).
2. Hull gensrally suffering from dry rot.
3. Aibout a third of the ribs bedly rotted.

4., Doet condeomed for further use.
This, of cousse, is nll -retty terrible, snd rather expanaive too. Since




iy

Ll

To: =l Octoter 30th, 1534,
The Freasident.

Helen tells me thet you are tolng to be in Hyde Park for Election weakend
I mm golng to azpear at

our house on one of those deys with n cetalosue
of il Lthe nice, new

r Chria=-Crafts.,

Tou ars certainly the ona who ought to
iz the choosing.

I only wish that coult et a beat whieh wo 1d

1d hava a3
oiitomatic ses anchior,

mhioh would unfold motern ond enomously reduce rour
spead every time tha weather looks porticulnrly threatenin- off Squeezy Cay.
Affectlonniely end resnectfully,

Tha Mrosiiont,
Jashington, D« C

Pula = 1

wve just hed o letter from the beautiful Jene

(This honestly
is trun). Soe ooks w8 to come around to see her, and to hring Nobln, too,
g0 thet nhe can do o portralt of him.

Do you supsosa that the horrible
Greok that che werried turned out to b

e & flon, amd thet I have soise sort
of a chance after ell?

I o rether hoplng so.
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VINCENT ASTOR
HE E3 WEST 2OTH ETREET

W February let, #% a5,

Dear Mr, President:

I hawve spent two Interesting and, I think, effective hours
with Arthur Brisbame. At their conclusion, he admitted and finally axprossed
the belief that if Hearst, and all others possessed of elther or both a finen-
olel stake and & sincers desire for the well-being and stability of this
country, don't get BEHIND you and do 1t quickly, they just might some years
from now find themselves UNDER the Hueys, or the orscked doctrines of the
Dr. Tomnsends. That was quite an admisalon from the conservative and generally
optimistic Brisbene.

In general, 4.B. I thin.‘5 no lenger carries mush welght with
Hearst as to his nawspaper policies. At ecertein times though - times that semm
esufficiently eritical - I know that he can influence him ismensely.

Brisbeno leaves tonight for Mismi, where he expects to resain
only two or three deys. I took 1% upon myself to suggest that om his return next
week, he should step off at Weshington te ses you; first wiring Missy. He says
that he, of course, will do that, provided you cere to see him. I Jmow that this
sounds presumptuous, but I trememdously hope that you will., A very few words by
you and some sympathetic listening perhaps, would, I believe, lead Hl'il_'hllnl o
recomsand to W. Hs a radical and drmmetic change in the attitude of his mh_iiw-
tions. For the moment, I have him at that point. You, howsver, could erystallize

that attitude in a more permanent way than lies within my capacity. Brisbane is




tramendously friemdly to you personally.

from the "Mirror”, shich he now edits.

VASW
Eno.

The President ,
Washingten, D. C.

February lst, 1938,

As Exhibit A, he gave me the enclosed

Hespect fully,

I

o ——



VINCENT ASTOR
HE 23 WEST ZOTHATREET

W Pebruary 1st, #9 s,

Dear Misasy:
If you thiaok well
eocugh of this letter, will you

please give it to the President?

P

TA:8W e ————————
Enc.

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
The Thite House,
Washington, D. Cs
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VINCENT ASTOR h

MO &3 WEST Z8TH ETREET

(_W May 6th, AV 35.

Dear Franklin:

The enolosed Tepresent the efforts of our Radio Operater with
his fine camera on our last day shoard "Hoummshal®, which strike ma as belng
pretty good.

Qur pessage to Barmuda wes for the most part mmooth and entirely
uneventful, except for e deluge of rain that continued almost unceasingly. The
fish suffered no fatelities whatever, which for me is quite s tremnsportetim
record, end sincs then - sceording %o Helen, who has just returned from 'E_m.rm:ﬂ -
only one has-died, - unfortumtdy the large black triggar with the Lmpeirtert
gtripe. Apparently the hook that he swallowed continued further inte his insides,
sausing a viclsnt case of colitis. If that be true, surely Jimmy and I ought to
sympathize.

jlso snclosed with this letter is a i1l which has been duly
sent to our varicus seagoing friemds, end which, believe it or mot, hams been
given o very poor and unproductive reaception, in comsequence of which your counsel
and mdvice (contingent fee basis ﬂ} would nmot only be helpful, but in fect is
badly nesdsd.

Turning to more sericus toplos, 1 em locking forward o
fednoaday evening with you, plus Coblentz and Ray. I don't for one moment
belisve, or even hope, that the resul ts will become {meedistely perceptible, for
coblomtz is & stubborm little man, though sctually, to my wey of thinking, just

as fair-minded ms thay ocome. Nevertheleas, if you will draw him out - which you




e

May Gth, 183.

cnn do better than any one else im gll this world - and let him spill out &
good part of his boss's worries, for your ccmsideration, I lapw that the even-

ing will evemtually prove to have not besn wasted.
Affectionately and reapsctfully,

Enca.
e R T

The President,
washington, D. Ce
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To VINCENT ASTOR, or.

New York, April 30th,

193 5.

TO:

Cruising in the Bahamas

Beventean elementary lessons in Geography and the
Beglence of Pllotage relating to the above Voyage,
at $3. per lesson

Wear and tear on Gecgraphy Book, through misguided
and stubborn thumbing over wrong pages

Excavation of and damage to bottom of Bahamian Channels
in consequence of intensive search for inl
passages and (alleged) deep lagoon

Herve Balm for Captain Brown, Commander Buckmaster and
Captain Klang, incident to above adventure

Mental Bolace to Axel in compensation for econtinuous

vindictive criticlsm of general management and control

of port lsunch

S8torage, care, and transportation of dainty, flowerad,
rau:l.nina frock, brought aboard through unexplained
amorous adventure

Fumigation of above frock
CARRIED FORWARD . . . . .

NO CHA]

25

RIGE

10

8
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PAGE TWO. No. 23 WEST 26th ST.
New York, April 20th, 193 5.
To VINCENT ASTOR, or.
BROUGHT FORWARD . . - . « « | $ B4 6L
Inept waste of fishbait through faulty methods 1|86
Unrestrieted end exorbitant use of Bahamian Mustard -
5 jars at 90¢ each g |70
Excessive consumption of beer and ale, consequent on
thirst ocoasioned by above - B7 bottles at 25¢ each £l |75
Consumption of Coca-Cola and Moxie for same
reason - HNOHE
Bhip's discount on Profit and/or Loss accruing from
Roosevelt Family Benefit Poker Game 1a | 17
| Penalties and fines covering disappearance of illus-
! trated literature now missing from SBhip's Library 5|85
154
Photographic Memento and Curioso of Yachting Group
| en messe, enclosed herewith | 05
Art work, retouching and cosmetic labors necassary to
render previous item presentable and attractive 1l |00
IOTAL.....| 82180178
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VINCENT ASTOR t’."bﬂ.f‘
NG B3 WEST A aTAEET P’

AR,

W November 20th, AP35,

Dear “renkling

On behalf of your new granichild (my orystel Quesn Trimger), myself
and llJ.!r af the after-guard of the HOUBASAL, I want you to kmow vhat & swell time
me had last Licnday ni?.h‘;: It really wes a fine perty, and T hated lesving —ithout
epanding tha nisght, though nov I a: zlsd 4het I 444, for poor old Kemmit (solins to
the Station and on the trein) wes pretty well sunk in consequence of the telephcne
massages that he ind recelyed concerning lis mother. This morning's news sounds
definitely better, and I only hope that i1t will contimus so.

Den't you think that it would be nice to have another one of these
parties, although the next one ought to ba on ma, even though it wera to be bafore
we are all again aflost end at ses together? Laybe the next time that vou are in
Hyde Park, I could have sll the others up to stay with se, end then you nicht oome
up o "Fernoliff" for dincer, although I might just ms well confess now that I am
n:ft- the possessor of any 1830 brendy! As & matter of feot, I don't beliewe tlat
:.:nu are sither any more, after the invosada of Vemdey night.

Yesterday alfternoon,; down at the Testern Union mesting, Averall
Harrinen cemas up to me with a glesm in his eve, and the Oxford scmething or other
dictiomary in his hand, for the purposa of descanstratinc that Counsellor is spolled
with 4¢wo LLs. His suthority sounded fairly high-toned and British, so I have just
looked up the debateble point in !'r. Tunk and Yarmall's masterplece, snd there amin

I find two LLa specified. laybe Fred and averell are pretty good spallers after alll
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VINCENT ASTOR, ESQ., |
23 WEST 36TH STREET -
NEW YORK OITY, N. Y.

THE PRESIDENT SAYS ARTIOLE IS GRAND STOP HE I3 THRILLED TO
KNOW THAT COULTER IS BEING MARRIED AND ASKS THAT YOU GIVE

HIM HIS BEST WISHES

MISSY



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 25, 1937.

MEMO FOR THE P. 8,

The Praaidanf said to tell
him he thinke it is grand. Also
that he is particularly thrilled
to know that Coulter is being
married and to congratulete him
for the President.

G, G. T,



VINCENT ASTOR
HE 23 WEST 28T STREET

Dear Misay;

The New Yorker Magasine is doing one of their so-oalled "Profiles™
of me, and in the writing of this Ethel Russell (daughter of Mrs. Bordis
Harriman) is collsborating. FEthsl, having known me all her life = hetter
perhapa than mny other friend of mine = put inmte the story, from her owa .
knowledge, & few references of my friendship with the President. On dis-
covering this, I aaked The New Yorler to send me a copy of all that they
expectad to use in this partieuler regerd, which I now snolose to you, The
material strikes me as thoroughly imnccucus and unobjectionable, but I would
obviously sppreciate it if you or the President, or both of you, would go owver
it end ohange or throw out any portions that he does mot 1lilm,

Hary Cushing tells ms thet Jimsy told her over the weoekend that
the President probsbly sould mot go to the Yacht Hmces with us, as he las
arranged to be in Hyde Park the end of the month. This rather londs me to
wonder whether Mary or Ji=my are not all mixed up 4n their dates, for I lmow
thet the President espects tobe in the country ten days from now, and the
Haces, of course, do not coms until the ond of July; Saturdey, the 3lst, to
be exact, If I plok him up in New York, he would mt have to lesve Washington
before Fridey afterncon, and could be back in the White House early Tuesday Pulls,
mearwhile sseling Smturday's md Monday's Haces, and on Sundsy maybe (a bilp question
mark hers) catoh o fer fish off Blook Island. It is these sort of arrangements

that T wanted to talk over with him, if he is coming. NMonday and Vednesday




kA

W,

June 23rd, 1957,

svenings would seem to be +the only possible times for me to come to Tashington.
Fridmy I expeot to be at sea, bound for Bermuda, Thursday he is marrying off
Franklin, Jr., and on Tuesdey I myself have simply pot to go to a wedding hore.
You might tell the President that Mr. Coulter, who has been the Real Zstate
Attorney in this offigs for ower thirty years, and whon he must have kmown well
in his old O,L.2 days, s finally getting married after about sixty years of

bachelorhood. Brave man, den't you think?
Yours,

/- :
VA:EW M
Eng,.

Miss Marguerlte A. Lo Hand,
The White House,
Hashington, D. O




James Hoosevelt, ons of the exscutors of his father's will,
remained with V.A. in an advisory capacity, and he put Nicholas Biddle,
also a friend of his father's, in charge of the office. V.A. says,
referring to business, "these two men taught me what little I lmow.®

¥Vals had kmown James Roosevelt, whom he callsd "Dncle Rosay,®
since early childhood, desd mow-he was a balf brother of Fraoklinm.

It was through James Roosevelt's friendship with his father, and becmuse
they were neighbors on the Hudsem, that Vincenmt first nmew Franklin.

At that time Franklin seemed a lot older, it was mot umtil much later that
Vehe "grow to be the pams age."

Aftar F.D.E.'s iliness "Uncle Rosey® asked V.A. if Franklin might
bave the use of his indoor swimsing pool, at Rhinsbeck, swimming beding o
vital part of Franklin's treatment. V.A. gladly sgreed. In this wey
they ran into each other more oftan.

During the war Franklin Roosevelt, ms Assistant Secretary of the
Havy, was called upon by his half brother, Jases, to locate V.A. (who was
by this time serving as snsign on bhis yacht "Noms® somewhers in the war
zone) end give proof that he was alive. The cbject being that in the signing
of lsgal papsrs, although "Tncle Rosey" had power of attornay, it was cften
neoessary to prove that V.i. was alive at en exmct specific time. Hs might
be alive for instance whean he gent & certain cable, but not at the moment
of "Uncle Rosey's" receipt of it.

It wan not until a good deal later, however, when Franklin Rocssvelt
becams Governor of New York, that V.. renewsd and refreshed their friendship.

e ———— - P— A
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He liked Franklin tremsndously and his edmiration grew steadily,
until in F.D.R.'s first presidential campaign V.A. gave him his full
support. BSince then Vincent has taken no sctive part in Politica,

Through this first campaign their friendship was cemented—they
bad & background of years and much in common.

F.D.H. took his first trip on the Nourmahal as President elsct.
There bave been thres or four subssquent trips.

V:i. says be never forgets that F.D.R. is Fresident, ealls him
Franklin in private life, but in more formal moments addressss him as
Mr. President, answers Yes and No Sir. Alwsys stands up when he comess
into the room. V.A. enjgye these trips with the President, although always
conscious of the responsibility. When asked by reporters if he has had a
fine trip and & good rest, alwsys feels like answering, "a fins trip, but
not such a good reat.”

Vod. foels that be bas 1ittle or no influence on the President.
Hever asks for favors for himself or others. Is deterred from this by the
feeling of thelir private and personal friendship.

LI e
As the world kmows the President is an ardent and indefatigsble
fisherman. Whensver be is on board, ths Mourmahal tracks are made for the
appointed fishing ground where the chief axecutive loses no time in getting
to work. While under wey, he spends most of his time relaxing——conversing,
reading books and magarines,










Affectionately,

Yinosnt Astor

» Esq.,
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After your conversation over the wire on Monday aftermoon [Suptmbu
25th) we made arrangments to m'rlrf:hl rodio spectrum in accordence with your
wishes. The observations have bsen continuous up to Wednesday midnicht (Septesber
27th). There have bean two men on duty at all times patrolling all frequencies
that would be likely to carry commnication of the type under discussion.

They have used from one to two recelvers each in order to cover as
much ground as possible.

During all of this time there has been very little observed that could
be definitely said to be other than legitimate transmission; except in a few cases
where it was not possible to identify the station because of the character of the
simmaling. In making this search an opsrator rmunning across a transmissicon that
cannot be immediately identified will stop and stay with it for a safficiant time
to detormine the character of the transnissicn and to see if the station is on or
near its nominal frequency.

Froquoncies coversd ranged from 32 megacycles to 15 kilooyoles, de-
pending upon the time of day, the higher frequencies being useful oaly during day-
light hours.

Mexicen stations on thedr repular channele were cbserved working
wlth Germany and Jepan ~hich are normal ecirouits. They ot times handled five letter
or five figure code groups to these countries which could of course carry secrat
information.

During Nonday might at intervals signals were heard on about 5800 ke.
which tuned fairly sharp. They seamed to partake of the nature of a power line leak,
They consisted of irregular spurts and at times what appoarod to be a rood continental
Lorse signal would come through, Our man decided finally that it was a power line

leak of soms sort.




Tuesday night at 8 P.l. o station wes n‘bnrn.ld on 12201 ke. sending
faosimile signals which we could not amlphu;- because of lack of facsimile receiv-
ing equipment.

Thare is no doubt in &y mind but that we could resolve such signals
if it were desirable to do so. It would be necessary to teke ome of our facsimile
recalvars and then to Find ocut what kind of a system the station under observation
was using, that is, what the Rpm of his drum was ete¢. Them it would be possible
to sither use an oseillator that could be adjusted to bring our machine into
synchroniss with his or to use one of our standard feceimile driving forks and to
change the gearing between the motor and drum to confom to the drum speed require-
paits of the station under observatiom.

It is at cnce obvious that fagsimile would be & nice way of searstly
transmitting information beceuse of the difficulty of unlocking it by my ordinery
mothoda.

iscording to the Bermo listing of frequencles this statios could have
been JNI Japan, PTP Braszil, FVF5 Brasil, or GOCH Cuba. The station did not
identify itself while under cbeervation. <

At 10:45 P.i, Tuesdsy o statlon oo 9090 ko. woe obsorved handling
five figure code. This station wuo on thefrequency of CLF in Cuba.

At 10511 Ak, Wednesdey a station was observed on 16980 ke, sending
automatis signals of some mrt, They cculd have been teleprinter signale or
rultiplex type signals, A multiplex type of sipmel mipht be particularly hard to
erack open because of the many variations in the metheds of sending the channel
sequences &nd the pomsibility of rotating sequences on & prearrvanged schedula.

Nevertheless I believe thot smothing could be dops with such & signal i given
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tire enough to work up the gpecial equipment that would be required,

The Boerne list shows that this station could have been station RRERH
An Fugsle or it could have been one of the Tropical Radio Company's stations at
Boston or MNew Orlesns. However, the Boston station could be hoard working through
this station with continental YMorse signals.

This observation has bessan too short to be productive of the kind of
information that we are looking for. It emphasizes the diffieulties of a hunt of
this kind and shows that a great dcal of time and effort will have to be spent to
obtain such information. It 1s estimated that there are between 75000 and 100,000
stations in the world ssch of which would ba a potentisl transmittesr for which we
might be looking.

Organized obeervations would of course eliminate meny of these and com-
contrate on gortain parts of the frequency spectrum. For instance, st night it
would be probeble that a station would pick some frequencysbetwesn 4 mnd 17
megneycles with a preference around 10 to 12 megacycles. In the daytims the mnge
wonld be 10 to 30 me, with & prefarence arcund 15 mo.

By a concentration of effort in these bands at the gppropriate time of
dgy it would be poseible to sort out misplelous sigpals. Anmlysis of such signals
would lend to the setting up of special equipment such as faceimile, telsprinter
or multiplex if necossary to resclve the signels into decipherable charasters.

Forteble trenemitting stations would be most liksly to use high fre-
quency squipment for it is here thot the relatively small smount of power possible
with & portsble transmitter could be made to cover the distance necessary. XECINE
it the same time portable equipment would make complicated equipment such as

multiplex or facsimile more difficult to use elthouph not an entire impossibility.




The simplest method of carrying on trensmission such os we have
under sonsideration would be to send coded material by straight continental Morse
and then for groater secrecy to sither shift the frequency often by moans of o
prearransed schedule or to divide the mtorial to be transmitted, semding alternate
code groups; or alternate figure or letter groups from thess code groups on two
or more differsnt frequencies. The recipient of much pormunications would be able
to put the material received together in the right order. The ohgarver trying to
unlock the informmation could me doubt do eo after smuch labor but the information
might not be of much use because of the time lapse nocessary for dsciphering.

We will be glad to undertske such & progrEm on an axtensive scols

{/“"’ V leader

if it seems desirable.




Btartisg at about 30 P.M,E, yesterday
{Tuesday) a sontimuous wateh cn redio cbservation was
established,; wsing two men and four reseivers each trick,

The method s=ployed 1s to start with the
regaivara tunsd to the highest frequanciess wolon cam be
heard apd gredually work lower in frequemey until the
entire spectrium has been coversd, Ag each signal is
haard, the log s eheoked and the station identified,

In oo case do we lesave & signal watil positive information
is obtsined as %o the call letters, losatlon, or character
of business being handled,

MWHMﬂfM“M

nimber of transsisjions whiph appeer

timate, We also observe m;large mumber of ons
sanding material in forelgn languages and in sipher, We
are unable to say whether any of these tranemissiens are
susploious or mot, but whers the staticm sigms salls lettors
agreaing with the Berne llat we ssmume that there is mothing
which oan be dope about it. The normal cireuits workisg
out of Oermany, Mexico, oto,,; have undergone no chapge as
far as wa can discovers

Ooe point of imteresat 1s the change whioh has
taken place the handiin;: of abip to share traffis, Pue
o ‘wer cond . most the pessenger veassls seal the
radio upm Hom Yo enfl 1% im oot mgnin used during
the. trips Muumml.uuhmm 8 the b
United States Lines ships which still use the This
sakes 1t necessary to broadasst messages to the o shipa,
'Buhlhwhmmidﬂmiﬂthﬂpﬂm port.
In one case o Swedish boat a 92 t af

-

at plar oo arrival.

At 10150 PuM.E, we noted a conversation
batwesn two stations near 10.23 mo, which did mot sign.
Wa made mote of this and will watoh at this polnt wpiil
we are certain who they arey The aignals were quite weak,







Lazard Freares are cdmbers of the Stock Exchangs, are in
the business of underwriting, end do = sizable investment banking busi-
neef. Thelr btusiness is internotional in scope and substantial offlces
end conneotions are maintaised in PFaris and London. Sranch offiges in
the United States ars cmaintained in the following centers:

Bogton and Chicars - opensd in 1935.

Philadelphia and Hartford - opennd in 1936.
They stats that as soon me the Rritieh mnd French purchesing cormissions
are set up and ready to function, they mll be reoady and mxious for eny
btusiness that comes their tmay.

New York 'hu.n_kl.nfi comeotione ara The Chase Dank, Guaranty

Trust, National City, Denk-re Trust, First Rational.
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Hew York, December twenty-sixth,
Ninsteen Thirty-nine.

1739
Dear Franklin:

1 do want you to kmow how immensely I ap-
preciate that beautiful collection of "Nevel Ekatches of the
War in Califomia®, with the introduction by you, and the
deseriptive matter by Captain Emox. You must have found =e
thoroughly unappreciative the other morning when you were
describing 1%, which I most certalnly was, for I had no
adeguate realization of what was to come. As & publishing
and reproduction job, I should put tlis bock far ahead of
anything that has come from 11 Eent. To me it is
especially interesting, sipce I spent so much time eruising
along thoss coasts. Sy

Thank you, too, for that fime capacious ash



tray with your initials and mine. It will be just the thing
for NOURMAHAL, and cught to encourage careless friends to
adequately dispose of thedr cigars, etc., instead of leaving
them about to burn holes in tsble tops. The only perscn I
still wouldn't trust is our friemd George, when his consump-
tion of port reaches a certain stage. We must try to house-
break him, If we tske him on another cruise.

For my pressnts, thenk you sgain so much. In com=
pariscm, the pope and I did & rotten fob for you, and I'm

feeling ashemed,
Affectionately and respectfully,
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