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December 1, 1938

The President
The White House

Ly dear lMr. President:

I am taking the liberty of writing to you regard-
ing the accusation which was made against me by Harper
knowles, a discredited California red-baiter, before the
Dies Committee. Knowles told the Committee that I for-
merly belonged or still belong to the "professional group
of the Communist Party of San Francisco'. This wholly
false statement about me was made while I was en route
to the Pacific Coast on official business.

When I reached San Francisco, I air-mailed g re—
gistered letter to Congressman Dies y & copy of which I
am enclosing. Apparently, no publicity was given to. !
this letter. I have not ae yet learned whether it was ,
inserted in the record of the hearings before the Com~
2 ) mittee as I had requested.

Hecause you have honored me with an appointment to
the Maritime Labor Board, I feel that I ought to assure
you personally that there is not an iota of truth in
Enowles'! assertion about me.

Enclosure
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AR MALL Hotel Whiteomb y
) 8an Franoisco, California

Ootober 28, 1838

Honorable Martin DMes, Mesber
House of Representatives
United States Congreas
Washingten, D.C.

Dear Congrossmant

Wnile en route to San Fransisce, en official business, I read
a newspaper account to the effect that & certain Mr, Harper Knowlea,
whom I have never met, testified before your Committes that I was a
member of some "Commmnist professional group.t

I desire to atate most emphatically that I an not and never
%es o Commnist or a mesber of any Communist organization. I yiaeld
to no one in =y firm devotion and loyalty to the Constitution of the
Lh}itﬁdﬁt&tumﬂtomtmutgmt- Frior to my coming to
Wipshington, in Jamunry, 1987, I was for about 15 ¥ears & respected
official of the State of Californie; and no one, to my imowledge, has
ever accused me of Communist affiliations or leanings.

In all fairness, I respeetfully roquest that this letter be
=ade a part of the permanent publie rocord of your Committes and that
you give it uuuhpuhlhiﬂuinmr}udmuntduburdrmmu
4 citigen and a public official, 0 . F

{sdgned) Louis Bloch




PERSONAL & QOWPFRENTIAL
Docember 7, 1838.

Dear Joei-

"hat can I reply to this? In other
words, was Nr. Bloch's letter %o Dies, dated
Ootober twenty-sighth, aotually pus iato the
record and was any publiclty givenm to 1IW?

Very sincerely yours,

§

Honorable Btarnes,
Washington, D. 0.



JOE STARNES
Furns Clwrmser

+ lettar in the filo un

Congress of the Enited States -
' Bouse of Repregentatives
Sashington, B. €.

Decebar B, 1958

Eonorable Franilin D, Rocpovelt

Tha Prooidont

The lihite louse FERSGILL 0D CEFTETL.
doshington, D. C.

Ly dear Lre Prosident:

Tuda neinowledgos yours of the THh instant
#1th onolosure.

I find upon cheeking with the oncrotury of
the gpoclol cardttes thut lir, Hlosh's lettor 1o in the caxdt-
tee flles but has not been actunlly sut into the recomd, I un
ungble %o find vhot bl iiven to it, The seerviury
inforns 8 that the O netructed hin to Leen the
liey should be pdoptod by the coo- -
uld bo token with reforonce to this
lich luve boon roccived.

mittes na to what oo
and other cosunieat

If Ly, Uleeh desires to oppeer in poracn
bafore the Cosdttes mid ioke o deniul of the stuteronts mude
by Enovles I will be slod to orrange vith the Oholrmon for o
tine for hin to aapear.

I o returning horewith enclosures iddeh
you forvarded with your lettar.

When I eon bo of mervies Jlewge cownnd ne,

Singerelr your fri

J5tne H
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Very sinoerely yours,

A

House of Representatives,

Washington, D. 0.

Honorable Joe Starnes,
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- Congress of the Wnited Htates e oo
Fouse of Bepresentatibes
Bashington, 3. &,
i January 2, 1939

Hon, Franklin D. Hoosewvelt, Proesident
Tha Thits House
Washington, D. C.

Yy dear I, Prasident:

This is a belated mckmowledpememnt of your letter of
Depember 9, with reference to Dr. Bloch's letter. I left
Washington on the tenth prior to the receipt of your letter,
and it wos not handed to me umbtil after the Christmas
Holidays. Henoe the delay in replying.

I am happy o advise you that Dr. Blosh's letter to the
Chairman of the Special Comittes Imvestipating Un-American
and Subversive Activities is belng published in the resord
along with letters from other prominent flovermment Officials
whose names were memtioned in the hearing by witnosses.

Tha Committes wns interested ocnly in faocts with refersnce
0 un=American and subwersive activities. By bringing such
aotivities to light we feel that an intellipgent publie opinion
will demand remsdial sotion.

With kindest parsonal rogards and every good wish for the
Wow Your, I am

Sinoorely your friend,




in the record of the Special Committes, even though sush 3L L
publication dose mot, of course, cateh up with the original PR
alander. » 1 cannot pass usheaded statement

Such evidence, I belisve, is admitted in
vestigations in Germany and Russia tut I am sorry to see
it begioning in my own country.

FOR/d )



Degember 10, 1838.

MEMCORANDUM FOR
mmmurmxmmb
LS

TO READ AND RETURN

F. D. R.

-~

Letter from Louls Bloch, -Maritime Labor
Board, Washingfon, D. U., 12/1/38 to the
Preaident, in re mcousation which was made
agalnst Or. Bloch by Harper Epowles, a
discredited California red-baiter, before the

Enewles told the Committes
that OFy Bloch formerly belonged or still
belongs to the "professlomal group of the
Communist Party of San Francisce”. Advises
that this {s & wholly false statecent and wishas
to assure toe President that it is not true.
Attechos copy of his letter of 10,/28/38 to
Cong. Dies in re above. Acccapanying ebove
papera are Fresident's letter to Cong. Joe
Sturnes, 12/7/38 (Perscual and Confidentinl),
afking what reply to make and whether the letter
Wi E\lﬂ into the record, letter from Cong.
Joe Starnes, 12/8/38 (Personal end Confidential)
to the Fresident, in reply to tim President's
latter, and carbon of Fresident's letter to
Cong. Starnes of %afq,?a thanking for Wr.

aver






. THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1938,

My dear Mr, President:

I have reed this file wath interest. Since I am speaking
on the activities of the Dies' Committee in the near future,
I bave taken the liberty of having photostatic copies made for
my own files, If it is not agreeable to you, please advise me
and I will either destroy them or send them to you.

Slncerely yours,

Aotk TR Ans

- -

Secretary of the Interior,







Decembar 19, 1938
FERSORAL
My dear Mr. Secretary:
With reference to your note of Decem-
ber fift the President bas asked ma to
you thas it uhquu-urmrw

retain the photostatic coplos of the l.tmﬂw-
reapondence 1o your files.

‘E

With all good wishes for a bappy holi-

day season,
Sinoarely yours,
M. H. MoINTYRE
Seoretary to the President
The Homorable

The Secretary of the Inmterior,
Department of the Interier,
Washington, D, O,

RB/mma,/ bap



Jamuary 9, 1839,

EERSONAL
Dear Joe:

Thank you for yours of Jumoery second. I am
glad to koow that Dr. Bloch's letter will bes published

Sueh evidenoe, I balisve, 1p admitted in in-
wvestigations in Oermany and Fussia but I am sorry to see
it beginning in my own country. " .

Very =incerely yours,

Honorable Jos Starnes,
House of Representativas,
M’,ﬂ‘m' ﬂ. C.
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" JOE STARNES
Firrs DurrmscT
" ALABAMA

Congress of the Enited States
Fouse of Representatives
@iashington, B, €.

January 4, 1939

Hon, Marvin McIntyre, Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mac:

Flease get the enclosed to "the boms." At
my request the letter of My, Bloech has been in-
cluded in the record. Also lir, Ickes' letter is
being included in the record.

The message today was fine.

Best wishes for the New Year!

Sincerely your friend,

sl 0
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