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JIIOePn' w. •MJtM. CKAJ.......,. 
L.OUI• -...oc:H 

MARITIMB LABOR BOARD 
WASHINGTON 

c:::&..AUDC ~ U.:lo4QftH 

. . 

'· 

The President 
The '1/hite House 

l:y dear !.:r . Preaidentt 

'I 
Decaaber 1, 1958 · 

I am tllkin8 tbe Uberty of writinj: to you regard­
ine t he accusation which wu made againat me bT l!&rper 
Knowles , a discredited Calitomia red-baiter, before the 
Dies Committee. Knowlee told the COI!Ild.ttee that I for­
merly belonged or still belong to the ~profeeaional sroup 
o! t he Communist Party of San Francieco•. Thill 'llbolly 
false statement about me wu made while I wae en route 
to the Pacific Coast on official business. 

When I reached San Francisco, I air-ala1l.ed a re­
gistered letter to Congreeeman Oiee, a copy of which I 
an enclosing. Apparently, no publicity wu given to . 
this letter. I have not as yet learned 1mether it wu • 
inserted in the record of tbe hearings before the Ccm­
lDi t tee u I had requeeted. 

Because you h8'1'e honored me with an appoint..lt to 
the Uaritime Labor Board, I feel that. I qbt to uaure 
you personally that there 1a not an iote ot truth in 
Kn01tles 1 assertion about • • 

Encl osure 
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Hanorablt Ml.nJ.a D:lta, ~tr House of Roproaentativee 
l!nited Statu CqHaa 
11~1 D.C. 

Dear Caneroa~S:t:anr 

liot.ol llhi ~ 
a.n Fr~11co, Cal.Uorn1& 
October 28, 19M 

'lbUe «1 route to s.n Fr~iaco, on o!tic.i&l blo1Uneaa 1 I rNd. a nw3~ account. t.o t.btl ett.::t \bat. a een..l.D llr. tl&rper !Dqw"l•, -.boa. I hl¥0 never Mt, teot1t1ed be!oro your ec.d.tt.ee t.b&t I wu a •ctber of aorte "CCIIIIm.lni.st proteo.s1on4l 8l'OUP•" 

1 4eoiro to otato ... t. "'PP>oUcal.lJ' c.ba> I .I!UIItlt and DIIK 91. • C<lc:!!a'rl.s:t. or a ee::btr ot a:ey C~t orcmiq.Uon. I J'i.U to no ont 1n :q tir'IJI dGYOt.1on a:nd lo,alt)' too 'C.ht Con.stit.utlon ol t.ht IJnitod. Sta.te.s and. W our tom ot iOYtm:&e:~t. Prior to If:/ cc:ain& to '-'ul:dnrgtoon, in J~, 1957, I w.u tor about lS yean a rupect.«t o!tic!&l ot the 5t&t.e ot Cali.to.miaJ and no one, t.o -:r lcna-1q., baa ..,.o.r &ecuatd Jr.e of Cacnun11t atfiliat.1ona or lNninp. 

In all t&irnee•, I reap.cthlly roqueat that t.Ma letter be Mde • part of tbt per:anet publlc record ot )"'''U' ec-itwe an4 Wt. ,.,.. &iTO 1\ .-ceb pol>lioity 00 11> )'OOJ' judpon> .ul be taJz to .. oo a e-it.i..n t.M • public ott1c1&1. • • 

RHp«ttull)' 7our•, 

Loui• Bloch 

Dr. l.oo14 !!loeb 
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~~~u• of tfle Walteb 6tatn 

.._., .. 1 ,....., 

= 1' s ac. 

J:ot10rublo Fran.ltHn D. Rooaovolt 
':tto Prooidont 
'tho lottitlil llou.ue 
.oCI.abtn,.;to:~, :D. C. 

i..;y d..o...r Lr. 1-ro:d.dent: 

----

! tlad U.IO~ Ch.U~ 1 t.,l, t! e OM;N'\~' 0!' 
th .,.oical cc:u:1ttbe tLu~ l.l', C~1 10 l.tctu:o 11 1D We -....J.t­
~ .. n1u bl.lt h.1.11 ~: :...a :te~l:, ;ut 11 to \:l.t rooo..o. 1 c.r;::.. 

Wlabl• W t1D4 \l.:tt ~ .!"*' \<) it, =: .. MON~t 
hl!O:'! • ~• ~t ~ . ..m natt!"'IIU4 hill \") LM • tJ.e 
leU-tr 1:. \i.A: t'1lo W<=-1.\ • Ua:..r a.lii'JUld. 1.10 to4tt~o4 lrJ U.e CC.l-­
IIJ.UH "1!1 to v~t nc on :otll4 IMJ tWOJ. uUb rn1".:-on~• t o W• 
~ otuer e~ .. Aid.e·l't :U.e.h tw..vo boeill r-"JOcaiYOCl. 

1.1' J..r. lllo.cl. tloairo• to CJ.,I6.1r' 1a 10raon 
botol"t' tht Ccudttoa and tll.,l.ita a 4on1ul ot the ftuto.JJtrta UM,de 
by ltllo.110a l utll bo .;lod to o.rrt~o t•1'b '~~• Cl.a.il'lCh tor n 
Uno ror h1u to b J,lear. 

I azJ rota:rn11'1(; lwl"OII1th onolo•u.ro111 \IIUcb 
)'OU tO%"\AU'tlOd .tith )"'Ul' htt:or , 
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u.a 'n 110 111M. 

!MM ,_fer,_. - DIJ '• ...,._.. n b .. 1 teue&. wau,. •· a.-•. letta • 
..... -"--- ... 11"11 ... .,...,.. '"'"' of_,.,, • Ill ?1• ... t'• .... , M -
...... iatD .. --of ·-o.-l­:::.m:.r;-..... uat7. - ....,. •· .... r.- J"t&to~> ....,. ""' .... -"= .. baa • 
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--~-:.--'-Ia• of tfle 1lniteb 6tlttf 
Jtnfcll .......... 

---
1'11111116: ....... c. 

Hon. r rankl1n D, Ro08$VOlt , Preeidont 
l'ht 'iThi te Houn 
Truh1nston, D. c . 

l~ det.r llr', Pruid_onta 

ihh h • bela. od a.olmowle4tm~nt ot )10\D" htt.or ot 
DtoeJJbol" e. •lt.h ro.hronoo to Dr. llooh 1 t lott.r . 1 btt 
n'uhil'lcton on tJ-.. t.nth prior to tM noolpt ot yow- htter, 
u4 lt wa• not he:ndod t-o ~:» UDtU .rter th C'hrht..t 
UoU.da;·•· Honoo tllo doo.lay 1n n pl:,•lnc• 

t ... ha#JP7 tlO abi.ae :,-ou t:t..t !lr , llooh' t 1.-tter to tho 
Cha.lt'aa ot ~ Speolal. Co;:nittM lmeetlpt1ftl; Uil...a..rloan 
ud 4~rtlq &QtiTSUot: la bel"C publlal\ef 1:--. tM 1"'Mor4 
&lo.a& rith lott.n. ~ other prOid.r'ieat 'loY.r~nt. Ott1o1alo 
11hoet ,.._, wwo C~~:ltiotllfd 1D tho he&l"inc; by wi tn., .. _., 

n.. CODidtt.e ..... int.r· .. t.cl ol:lly ln h.oh -,dtl\ ro.toronoo 
to ~riot.n llod euborera!n aotirlti.. . By brlftGJ.at tuGh 
aot1Y1i1•• to l1r)1t w tMl tl-•t an 1ntoll1G•nt publio op1A1oo 
wUl d.etvU\CS remediAl e.oUon. 

'iU.t.h ld.nd .. t pol"eonal ro,;a.rda and ov•ry (:OOd whh. tor tho 
t~•• You, l tU~ 

•' 
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'P'W" 

'1M'* 7• t• piiJ'8 ot ~~ --· l -................. , llr ....... 1ft- lllU .. ,..., •••• 
btM_.ottMIIJ .. , C.U"-• -~ ..... 
,.~~Ueau. .... -· ot -· .............. mclDa1 el C • '"*'7• I --t. ...... l.lf.,.., fta'-t *' .... c ... u ... - lld~~r..W ~ b t- llltll 
rot- to --.rt.. _. ali!Nftl .. ..U'IIIU_.. 
w ... ,...- l-- fW \bat., .. ~ j&It'•• 
.. lllie - ....,, .... II1UlaC .. lift tU - .,..... 
t.e ~ ' ... ot ,.... ot ~ 'lllt.UII .-w ~ ~ 
or •·11 .. _ ewUeon 1• oa1J opl.al.N or b•r• .-...... 

11Mb ..u-, I WU.., le Mill\\ .. b .... 
.,..u.,.u-e 1a Clu c ud ....... *- I 1111 8f1ft'7 to -
lt ........ 1a. - -'17· 

...... llle , .. ....,..., " 

..... ot .. ,. .... u_., 
~.D.c. FDll/dJ 



T'HE WHITI HOUR 
WA8HIHOTON 

r. D. a • 

...,,lt:laoo Labor 
... tbo 
-.a llolde 

~~:.:~~!!f!.~~re~·~bt~o.r• the 
_iJM ' matt tee lr.iaal.ta told the OOCIWltlee 
\.bat. Dr. Blocb fo.raer)¥ bd~td or ttill 
be.l~a to ihl •pro!tU1«*1 ii"«<P ot the 
Ccllli!llal.n ---hz"c;y ot Sac. 1rt.Ac1.co•. Adrlsea 
to.\ t.b11 h • •ol.17 !'alae euw.at. &110 wtlbee 
t.o •• """ t.De hesiciiQ-. t.he.t 1\. u 1.0\.. ~·· 
Attocbu cow or AU l.ettor or 10/.18/38 to 
COQ4. Dttt ln f'l a~. AtCOIIIJ:aeyirl& above 
papetl &rl Presitl.ent'e let. tv t-o Oorw-. J.Jil!lf 
s':f""• U/7/JB (Po.,_l "'" COnriowt!al) , 
•• 111 whitt reply to -*• a.M whetbtr the l etter 
.. , put icto t.be record., let.c.er rroa CQC.i. 
Joo Storooo, U/8/38 (Poro~ oncl Cootio.,tl&l) 
to \.be PreaVleGt., 1.a: nplt t.o f.bt P'nlaiee:ot 1t 
ltlu.er, uxl urboa or l'rea14Mt•• le·t.ur to 
~, ,,.,.,.., or U/9/38 tl>oolc1a,s ror ..,., 

( ..... ) 



Stune4 ltt.t.fr or 12/8/.38 iD re &bove Mt.t.lir, 
Toe Prnlatzrt. tetla t.Ut. JJr. Bloch should not 
cppear in per.oaa before the O!es COitlllitt .. 
and ILI1ke turt.btr Ciel\1&1. ot the ll¢Cuut1on, 
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•THE SECRETARY Of' THE INTERIOR 

WASHfNOTON 

~ del\r llr. Prnidentl 

I ban read th1~ file with inter .. t, Since I aa ~1Dg 

on tbe nctlrttl .. of the Di .. • Co-lttee 1D the ziear fUture, 

I baYe taken the 11bertr of hav1Dg photoatatlc copiee llllde for 

WIT 011'11 ftl .. , If it 1e not agreeable to ;you. pleaee adrtae • 

and I will either deatro7 tbem or eaD4 t hem to 70u, 

81Dcerel7 yours, 

~~-~.<~ 
Secretarr of the Interior, 



• 

12/19/>8 

'fdl le-e.• ~ OAft lcNp pbototta.Uc 

eopin 1n hit ttlu. 

r. D. a. ' 
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DIJIM'II 11, u. 

I F ' 

- 4ear ar. lure.,. . ... ,..,_ ... ,_ ....... ~ -
- ntt...W u.o -~- 11M-• •• MU - tllat at '-U k 'l'dto aU ..... tw - to 
...-. u.o ..--u• .._ .. or •• ~ ..,_ 
..... • •••• la ,... ru... 

•ua aU ...,. •-• tv o llaPIIr a.u­_,_, 

llo L IIIDriU 
' 11 CtafJ t o tM .......... 

'1'1111 ...... ,le 
'1'1111 ..........,. ., Ulo ~01'101', 
Do~ ., ... ~vl-, 
IliUM ..... , Q, o. 

• 

D/.a/bop 



z.-, '• 1 ... 

tuat roa tor ,_,.. or I&Malt7 ...... 1 u 
11M t.-- ., llP ....... le\- lllll ... ,. •• u ... 
lo tM zwoN •f tile .,.sal C..Utee, - .._.,. llllll 
,..w..u .. - .... ot -· ...... , 111111 ... w1clDAl 
oh-:fu. "-'*lJ, I.,._,,..,,.......,.., 7f6U -~ 
~.hat. •uae eo-tttee ... tm.r.etl:f Ofl1.r to r .. t. 111\11 
rer- w _. IAioe ....t nw-t ... &ct.191Uu•. 
lleltbor ,.,. 1101' I- 1101' tor t.ll&t. at.t.er U!e .IMrUu 
l!'lbl.tcl - ....,, t.o .. 111lllal t.o lift -- •tuw• 
t.o b ...... et 1111CM or \MU.IIJ wblob 11114er ....., nle 
of +ell • SolDO ..u-e h 0111,7 O~Dlos 01' ~ ..U..o 

&uell ~. I lleline, 1,e edlll\t...S la 111-
.... u,.uou ta OerMar..,. 1ue1e lilt 1 .. eonr w-
1t beliDI>lAI 1o ... - -U7· . 

Noi!Oftl!le z .. ·~· ..... or Re-t.ou .... , 
OUblo«toao D. C. 

'· 
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HoD. llarrtD MoiDt;rre, S.oretary to the Prea14ent 
b 11111 te Bou.• 
~,D.C. 

Dear IIIlo: 

Plea•• pt the eDOloM4 to •tu boaa. • At 
~ requn the letter of lOr. Bloah llu belna 1D· 
olD4e4 1D the recor4. Alao JAr. Ioua• laUer 1a 
belJis 1Dolll4e4 1D the reoord. 

'l1le 1188111188 todq waa flu. 

Beat wlllhee for the Hew Year! 

-~••zww•-----
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