


e L

{

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

February 10, 1942
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Dear Lir. President:

May I offer commonts on two housing officisls whe
are under fire at present? Baird Snyder is a capable construc-
tion enrincer, a sood subordinate, excesdinply ambiticus,
utterly illiterate (I heard him read, in a speech, "not inimicalr
End correct it to "not inimiceble") and without vision, At the
housing conference last Friday he heard the reading of your lettar
o publie housing, then spoke fer half an hour without inderaing
anything you said and without cnce mentioning the U.5,H.4., after
which he wont outside and said where sany heard him, w0
those God dasmed redicals of public housing yet.” His purpose
is Lo destroy the U,5.H.A, AT

Housing Co-crdinater Palmer, a real estate broker, has
4 pesitive approach to all phases of housing, He favors pablie
housing. He favors private housing far more strongly. The
result is that whenever the two come into confliet, which is
almost always, he has & kindly fealing toeward public housing and
decides nrainst it. Peopls whoe do not know how . Falmer's *
mind works seek for an explanation in self-interest, while he
hirgell is conseious of baing misjudped. I think his feelings .
will always be right and his decisions WECRE.

Yours reapectfully,

Densimg Srots

IEVING BRANT

The Presicent,
Tha White House,
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THE 'Hi'l'! HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 17, 1943, I%
MEMORANDUM FOR

HON, JAMES F, BYRNES

How do you think I should

anawer this?
F.D.R,

Letter from Trving Bramt, The Chicngo Sun,

400 We=t Maclson €5 ego, Til., 3/15/43,
to the Pranident, mupgosting remowml of Claude
wickurd na Becratary of Agriculture, omd
suggenting appt. of either Milo Perkins or
y¥arvin Jonen.
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JAMES F. BYRNES

Dear Grace:

I think this is the only way to answer
Irving Brant.

J. . B.
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Harch 22, 1943

Dear Irvings
Thanks for your letter as to the

agricultural progras.
I am now haviog an investigetion
-ﬁub::mnrm-tmiﬂ“hmm

refar.
Tith best wishes, I sa

Sinceraly yours,

5 Mr. I"iu ﬁﬁt] I
¢ 1255 Bationalk Press Bullding,

Faghington, D. C.




FlELD RILLIMAN EVANE REX BMITH
FuLinwen e

THE MW HCRNING HEWEFAFER
A WENT BADISON FTREET
EHICAST, ILLIEDIE

CEE L LR
WASHINGTOM BUREAY
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Dear Mr, President:

I feel surs that you do not know what 1s cecourring
in the Department of Agrioulture. Seoretary Wickard, one of the
best-intentioned mem in the world, is governed by indecislon and
timidity. He yields to E4d 0'Neal, Earl Smith (the worst snemy
¥ou have in the country) and the farm blo¢ befause he is afraid
of them, Then, because he 1s afrald of you, he fears to tell the
truth about what he has done or what the oconditions are, Fimally,
he ia temparamentally incapable of putting decisions into effect,
The result is that everryth breaks down, Those who protest are
1;&:11:1. Paul Appleby i1a as isclated as if he were & prisoner in
Bar *

Earl gmith, the real head of the Farm Bureau, boasts openly
in Pullman smokers that he is out to slect a Hepubliocan Congress and
Freasident and is drafting fatm policles to that end. Wickard ias
acoepting those policies, not willingly, not unknowingly, but
because he hms no guts.

The result 1s a food polioy which bulldas speculative prpfits
for 2,000,000 "best™ farmers (including those who bit the hand that
Sated:them during the depressidm), and causes despalr among
2g500,000 other farmers who gemuinely need help and ars capabls of
vastly inorsased produstion. If contioued, it will bring about a
food shortage and will raise political hell befors six months are out,
It is also producing utter remoralization in the department.

When Wickard named Parisius to head food production, he
showed that he was aoting on the findings of the Bureau of Agrioul-
tural Bconomios, made publio in its memorandum of last Jenuary 11
to war agencies and expanded in February, whioh atated that food
production could only be increased decisively in the middle group
of 2,500,000 farmers who have surplus land and family labor but
lack -quimnt- and oredit. (Jim Patton's pmgu also is founded
on these B.A.E. findings.) But when Earl Smi 0'Heal, Goss (not
8o bad) and the farm bloe started hammerinjy, okard caved in at
one polnt after another,

After his latest surrender, ralsing cotton moreage ten
per oent "in order to get cottonseed oil," natead of shifting
that acreage to peanuts, I oalled ths B,A.E. and got some figures.
They told me=- thersfore must have told Wickard--that cotton
produced 70 pounds of oil to the amocre, psanuts 205 pounds, The
cotton loan on the added 2,250,000 mores will be about $100,000,000,
The government, thersfore, is putting up $100,000,000 in order to .

REDUCE vegetable olls by 303,750,000 poundas, ocompared with peanuts,
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which also require far less labor.

When a member of your cabinet, knowing the truth, will do
a thing like this, and when everything he does is on a par with
it, he is hopeless. The fact that he means well 1s the worst part
of i1t. If you don't get rid of him. the result will be a disaster
both in food production and in mzé year's eleotion.

In my opinion, either Milo Perkins or Marvin Jones should
be made Secretary of .&.gnnultm. Perkins has the sounder policies
(he 18 a prophet if there sver was one); Jomes could work better
with Congress. Either one would stop the demoralization of the
department. But if you are going to escape the political conse-
quences of Wickard's incapacity, the aotion must coms within six
weeks, before the breakdown of the food production program becomes
manifest throughout the country.

Respectfhlly yours,
i & i 3 \
1 l \&«h
The President,
The White House. TE.

SILLIMAN EVANS REX SMITH
PUBLIBHER
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FRESS ROGM .
THE WHITE HOUSE .
WASHINGTON

January 30, 1545, -
Depr Mr, President:

From & relisble Americen in
Yugoslavia I have learned that an important un-
settled issue betwoen Ohurchill and Tito ig
the disposiftion of the British copper conces-
gion near the Bulgarian frontier. Churohill ia
gall to leve npaked agsurance of its scontinuation,
a8 a condition to recognition of the government,
while Tito replied that the decis!@n could not be
made by a provislonal government, A Russisn cor-
respondent, in a story republished here, pradicts
cancellation of the conceselon and payment for it,

You mey be intereasted in apome Lackground
inforuation. The British mining company is ax-
ceedingly unpopular becnuse 1t estracted workers
Trom 4l-tant parts, notebly COrpatis, by promising
the high wages of 50 cents per day, but ths work-
era found on arrival that they were required to
buy all goods at company stores at orices so high
thet 1t reduced their real wage to the 70 cento
per doy which prevalied at home. The longer they
stayed, the less nble they were to return, the
g=tuation amountini: to peonage, plus bad housing,
The faet tont the miners hove been nsseubled from
all over Yugoslavia fortifies Tito' s oblectiona
wita pellitieal factors which can hardly be diare-
parded in eny demooratlc settlement, whieh I
belleve fs tihe kind you want.,

.

I hope you won't forget to pass thot com—
pleint of the American correspondents, ag:ﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁg}
Russlen and Yugoslav politicsl censorship/along
to Bovarich Joseph. They seehed to blane 1t only
on lnexperlence with a free press, but snid it
wae lurting Russia in Oreat Britain sand would doe
go in the United Btates, The Rumsion word for
fthanke, " LT you have ccoaslon to use 1%, is
"soasibo. M

Yours respectfully,

Snine Brank
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