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I. SUMMARY

Adreraft Production

Military aircraft acceptances in April tctaled 6,471; there were
7,693 acheduled. 6,263 were accepted in March. Four-engine bomber
acceptances increased to 62 » with 699 scheduled.

(Page 2; chart 1)

Army Alr Forces

First-line airplanes on hand totaled 37,747 on March 31; of these,
17,428 were tactical. Active duty personnel of the Army Air Forces
totaled 2,046,000,

(Pages 3, L)

Navy Asronautical Program

The Navy had 15,566 airplanes on hand cn April 23; of these, 7,258
were cambat. Navy and Marine Corps meronautical personmel totalsd
162,942 on March 31; 21,756 were pilots.

(Pagea 5, 6)
Army (Ordnance Productlon
Jan. Feb. Mar, Year
b3 k3 193 19k2
Gun, $0mm antiaircraft L7 392 Loo 3,265
Qun, 75mm antitank 291 150 2,0 1,350
Gun, 155me L9 56 13 8lo
Tank, madiwm 1,616 2,00 2,052 14,049
(Page 7)

Navy Ship Construction

Since January 1, 73 combatant wessels have been completed for the
Navy through April 20, as follows: 1 battleship, 5 aircraft carriers,
8 awdliary aircraft carrisrs, 1 heavy cruiser, 2 light cruisers,

33 destroyers, 12 destroyer escort vessels, and 11 submarines,

(Pages 11, 12; charts L-8)
Merchant Shipping
United Nationa' ahip gains through new construction have exceedsd

losses. The weekly loss rate for the four-week period ending April 25
was about the same as the lowest weekly loss rate for any month since

Pearl Harbor.
(Page 15; chart 9)




II. AERONAUTICAL PROGRAM

April Adrcraft Production
Military aircraft accepted in April totaled 6,471 or 8l percent of

the 7,693 scheduled. This was an increases of 208 planes or 3 percent
over the March total. April acceptances of combat types totaled 3,828,
including 842 four-engine bombers. '

Mrcraft Acceptances — March and éﬂ
Incraasa
March | Aprdl Par—
Numbar Sert
Bamber, Li-angine 5L3 &2 99 18%
Barber, 2-engine B76 933 57 7
Bomber, l-engine i 537 =7 -1
Fighter 1,528 | 1,671 21, | 16
Naval reconnaissanca 53 L5 - | =15
Total combat 3,5uL | 3,828 355 10
Transport, l-engine 12 15 3 25
Transport, 2= and l-eng. 552 573 21 L
Total tactical 4,108 | L,ln16 308 7
Trainers 1,747 | 1,790 L3 2
Comminications L6 197 =149 | -L3
Special purpose 62 &8 & 10
Grand total | 6,263 | 6,471 208 3

Teantative information indicates that the monthly production rate of
alreraft 1s expected to reach 11,000 per month by December 1943, and pro-
duction schedules for 1945 will eall for 130,000 aircraft as contrasted
to 150,000 schedulad in tha WFB report No. B<L.

Tha "pool" of accepted but undelivered aircraft decreased 5 percent
fram 1,845 (68 percent tactical) at the end of March to 1,7L8 (68 percent
tactical) on April 30.



Army Air Foroes
A Airplanes
On March 31, the Ammy Air Forces had on hand 37,747 first-
line airplanes, an increass of 2,521 or T percent during the menth.
of the total, 17,428 were tactical types, inclnding 2,939 four-engine

bombars .
Air Force 8 on Hand, Mar. 31, 1%
On Hand ¥arch
Type "Feb. 20| Mar. 31 | Increase
Tactical
Combat;
Bamber, heavy 2,548 | 2,939 391
Bomber, medium 2,061 | 2,486 425
Bomber, light 1,077 | 1,126 L9
Total ccmbat 10,745 | 12,21 | 1,L69
Service Combat:
Transports 155 18
Hes 200
Hnd.Em 1,216 | 1,304 88
Light 165 174 9
Special purpose 3,528 | 3,536 B
Total tactical 15,809 | 17,428 | 1,619
Trainars 19,417 | 20,319 902
Grand total 35,226 | 37,747 | 2,521




B. mlﬁmgmm

The active duty strength of the Army Air Forces, including
persoonel assigned from other services, totaled 2,045,000 om April 1
as campared with 1,874,000 on March 1 — an increase of 172,000.

lntinmtyshﬁnfth‘ﬂmm

PN " Mindmm ¥
for
Officers | Enlisted Total 273 Oroups
by Deo. 1943

Pilots 47,224 806 48,030 99,022
Aviation cadets 108,315 - 108,315 112,15,
e 5,679 Tl kS| em
Cbservers ’519 - .519 1:3-50
Engineers 3,25, - 3,254 5,803
Kechanics - 187,521 | 187,521 259,177
Armorers 1,289 43,312 ,601 2721
¥ateorologists 1,189 - 1,189 6,139
Commmicatiogs 2,252 - 2,252 3,271
Photographic 568 - 568 831
Radar - 35:?53 3619&3 mlﬁﬁ
Other, Army Air Corps 62,849 | 995,557 | 1,058,406 | 1,087,946

Total, Army Air Corps | 210,320 |1,26},787 | 1,505,107 | 1,749,945
Assigned from other

branchas 1,208 l&,j}h 540,542 733,330
Total, Army Air Forces 261,528 | 1,764,121 | 2,045,649 | 2,483,275

C. Flying Training

During March, 5,068 pilots completed advanced training as cam-
pared with 4,776 in Pebruary. A total of 34,183 were receiving pilot
training in March, an incrsase of 1,130 during the month.




Burean of Aeronautics
A Atrplanes
On April 23, the Navy reported a total of 15,566 airplanes on
hand. Of these, 7,298 were tactical combat types — an increase of
877 tactical combat types since March 15.

Bavy Airplanes on Hand — April 23, 1943

On Hand
TIP‘ -_-I”-l'- W— Inoreass
Tactical Cambat
Scout bomber 1,273 1,459 186
Torpedo basber 615 1,014 199
Patrol bomber (2=-eng.)
Boat aal 920 56
Landplans 321 a 120
Patrol bomber (L-eng.)
Beat L8 & 16
Landplans 110 126 16
(beervation scout 1,560 1,54 =16
Fighter , 1,k | 1,730 300
' Subtotal ' 6,421 7,298 877
Tactical Non-Coohat
Ttility 233 231 -2
Utility (multi-engine) 173 170 -3
Transport 153 191 28
Transport (multi-engine) 188 213 25
Subtotal 757 805 L8
primary 3,302 LB6 184
Trainar 3
Trainer, advanced 3,61, | 3.9% 336
Subtotal 6,916 7,436 520
Experinental 27 27 0
Orand total 1,121 | 15,566 1,L5




B. Persomnel
The active duty strength of the Navy and Marine Corps military
asronautical personnel on March 31 was 162,942 as compared with a require-
mant through December 31, 1943 of 272,919.

mmmcmmitwummummm

Active Filots

Require- Duty Complated
Type of éu-mm-l neuts on Training
Dec. 31 | March 31 | in March

Pilots
officers 3‘5:5&5 20,?90 1:'“1*
Enlisted (NAP) 3,668 966 22
Total pilots Lo,236 21,756 1,103
Other Personnel
of ficers 2L, 784 19,847 -
Enlisted 207,899 | 121,539 —
Total other 232,683 | 141,186 —
Grand total 272,919 | 162,942 1,103

*Includes 121 officers and 960 cadets.



T
III. ARMY
Delivery of Equirment
The following table shows deliveriss and producticn requirements of
selected ordnance materiel.
Deliveries of Selscted Critical Ordnace Materiel®
(Includes Defense Aid and Navy Items Procured by the Army)
Deliveriesn Required
Ttem 198k Year | Production
Jan, ¥eb. War. 192 1943
AMreraft
Qun, 20mm ?1553 71550' ﬁaﬁm 51:?33 ?9;“15
Gun, 37Tmm 547 570 550 6,551 12,060
Antiaircraft -
Gun, 1,505 | 1,238 1,2L1| 8,912 14,753
Gun, 37mm, H.S. 225 518 &7| 1,990 2,600
Combat Vehlcles
Tank, light (less armament) 505 877 | 10,707 7,575
Tank, medium (less armament)| 1,616 2, 2,052 | 1,049 2;,386
Artillery
Gun, 155m (H.S., S.P.,
field, and new L9 56 13 8o 595
Gun, 75mm (A.T. 291 150 240 [ 1,350 787
Cun, 37mm (A.T. and S.P.) 1,036 | 1,083 752 | 14,563 6,368
Howltger, 105m (S.P. and
field) 37 366 511 512:?? 5.1119'9
Ewi:ll;r, 75m (S.P., Ll ps 168 ginih §22
1 and pack 3
Mortar, 60m and 8lm L7 | 1,78 1,74 | w00 | 237669
Small Arms
Garand rifle 84,660 | 81,000 | 87,210 | 758,911 1,497,372
Other rifles, cal..30 & .303| 110,513 127,514 | 103,892 | 783,897 Los,721
Carbines, cal. .30 58,162 »0L5 | 129,005 15,793 L,103,0L6
Machine gun, cal. .30 3h,529 | 29,058 | 23,l18 | 31,839 166,172
[ Machine gun, cal. .50 41,389 »128 | 55,110 7,492 619,171




Distribution of Stocks
Atribution of Stocks
The following table shows the distributicn and issue of salscted

erdnance items for the period July 1, 1940 to Aprdl 1, 1943 from stocks

mhﬂltthbegimjmdthpﬂndplmhhﬂﬂumﬂngthpwhd.

Distribution of Selected Ordnance Ttems
EIJ'I IFEQ to &E‘E 1: iﬁ:g
Issued | Transfers In
Ttem nfos. i 5""“’1;“' AR,
m IHHH, eto. 0. 8.
Adrcratt
Gﬂﬂ., 20mm 5,523 hajm 3’?,3311 55,1?5
Gun, 37mm L, 757 5 3,315 8,077
Antiairoraft
Gun, $0mm 2,413 Stk 1,&3& L,225
Gun, lOmm 6,743 3,070 2, 12,156
Gun, 37mm, H.5. 1,325 76, 1,098 3,187
Combat Vehiclaeas
Tank, 1ight (less armor) 6,452 6,177 1,779 1,408
Tank, medium (less armor) 6,92l 9,088 1,703 17,715
Artill
Oun, 155mm (H.S, 5.P.,
field, and new) 877 270 21 1,168
ﬂ'l'l.l‘.l, ?h {A.Ti} ll?zs w ﬂ 1,552
Gun, 37mm (A.T. and 5.P) 1,799 2,517 2,52 19,858
Mt“r’ :I.I'JSM (S.P.
and field) 4,732 818 Ls7 6,047
Bowitzer, 75mm (S.P.,
field, and pack) 1,665 1,403 L7 3,515
Mortar, 60mn and 8lmm 15,458 5,127 3,355 23,900
Small Arms
Garand rifls 1,169,488 | 199,193 39,036 | 1,407,717
Other rifles (cal. .30
and ,303) 1,876,936 | 2,170,423 5516 | 4,237,875
Carbine, cal. «30 2115.'-'-'55 51;939 5207 31!0,211
Machine gun, cal. «30 197,955 5750 13,489 L8, 190
= Machine gun, cal, .50 21'13,3419l 126,498 | 139,025 | 513,842




The Chief of Engineers has authorized $9.2 billden for 10 035 emergency
projects under its War Gmtrugt.ian Program in the Mnited States. It has
other programs of construction, maintenance, and real estate acquisition
totaling §1.5 billion. The status of all major jobs of the War Construction
Frogram is set forth below. Authorised minor Jobs, totaling $533 miliien,
are not included,

Status of the War Construction ram—March 31, 1943
(Jobs of iﬁ,ﬁ and over)

A Stages of letion

silias ar mm-—m
Projects Cost Total Cost
Completed 1,333 | $6,587,000,000 75.8
Under construction s45 2,078,931,000 23.9
Not started 23 27, 73l;,000 0.3
1,901 | $8,693,665,000| 100.0
. Be By mg 8 of Work
Estimated Cost Construction in Place
Type MiTTTen of | MITion r'c 5]
Dollars | Total | Dollars | £ O 25 50 75 100
Adr Force Facilities | $2,515 29 | g2,228
OGround Force Facil-
ities 2,0k .| 29 | 2,30
Starage and Shipping
Facilities 877 10 868
Industrial Fgeil-
itdes 2,808 32 2,621
Total, Mar, 31 88,691 100 | $8,108
Total, Feb. 28 8,61l 7,941
I Increass ¢ 80 & 167

Civilian employment on the faregoing program was 405,08l persons en
¥arch 31 — a decrease of 75,086 during March,



it Personnel

The estimated increase in the active duty strength of the Army during

April was 261,953, bringing the total to 6,770,000 on May 1.

Idetribution of the Active Duty SWM

Apr. 1 May 1 April | Approved for
Actual | Estimated | Increase | Dec. 31, 1913
Commissioned officers h52,769 | 183,000 | 30,231 675,000
Warrant & flight officers 17,489 18,600 1,111
Enlisted men & selectees | 5,968,003 | 6,185,800 | 217,797 7,533,000
Subtotal 6,138,261 | 6,687,400 | 249,139
Army Nurse Corps 25,ho6 27,700 2,29)
W.A.A.C. uk;530 | 555050 | 10720
Total 6,508,197 | 6,770,150 | 261,953

Commisgioned officers and enlisted men overseas at the begiming of

¥ay were estimated at 1,270,700 — an increase of 59,631 over April 1.

DMsposition of Active H Commissicned Officers

and Enlisted Men

Apr. 1 May 1 April
Actual Estimated | Tnerease
Army Ground Forces in U. 5. 1;9?1,91& 2,036,500 | &h4,582
Army Air Forces in U. §. 1,568,6L0 | 1,619,700 | 51,060
Army Service Forces 1,183,130 | 1,181,300 -1,830
Overssas 1,221,069 | 1,270,700 hp,lﬁlﬂ.
In ships 29,459 102,500 73,
In staging areas 6,345 75,400 | 11,0585
In defense commands 382,211 382,300 89
Total 6,120,772 | 6,668,800 | 248,028
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IV. MAVY

Campletions of Naval Vessals
Seventy-three combatant vessels had been campleted in 1943 through
April 20 as compared with a total of 145 campletioms in the calsndar

year 1542. The first of the 45,000 ton battleshipe, the ICWA, was complet-
ed in March; two aireraft carriers, the BELIEAU WOOD and the ICRETOWN, the
heavy cruiser BALTIM(RE, and the light cruiser MOBTIE have been canpleted
since March 1, 19L3.

Completions of Naval Vessels
Physical Completions
ear 1907

Type Cal. Yr. | Actuay | Schoduled April

1942 Thru By March Thru

Actual | Apr. 20 of Tear 20th

Combatant Vessels:

Battleships L 1 1 1 0
Aircraft carriers 1 5 7 1 1
Awdl, air, carriers 17 B gl 2 3
Heavy cruisers Q 1 2 0 1
Iight cruisers 8 2 6 1 0
Destroyers 81 X 5 12 L
Dastroyer escorts o] 12 278 g L
Submarines 3k 1 Ls | 2
Total cambatants 5 73 Lg2 26 15
Patrol craft 919 217 873 70 3
Mine vessels 272 82 385 26 23
Auxiliaries 208 93 305 19 19

NHote: Table includes lend-Iease and conversicns.



Status of Construction of Selscted Naval Vessels

On April 1, there were 1,418 uncampleted cambatant vessels on order,

and for 739 no canstruction progress had been reported.

Status of Construction of Selected Naval Vessals

- March 31, 19
gﬁ" ::g No Percentage of Completion
Type Delivered | F¥o8~
“Mar, 31 |To88 0-5 | 5-25 | 25-50 | 50=75 | 75-100

Battlaship 10 ok 0 2 2 0 b
Adireraft carrier 31 9 1 9 3 5 L
Auxil, air. carrier 96 T2 3 8 7 1 5
large cruiser 6 L o 0 2 0 0
Heavy cruiser 25 13 (4] 8 0 1 3
Iight eruiser L1 16 0| 10 8 L 3
Destroyer 239 87 27 36 31 22 36
Facort vessel 792 L7 | 131 | 102 &5 30 17
Submarine 178 B& 1 | 24 18 17 17

Total combatat 1,118 739 | 178 | 199 | 136 80 86
Patrol Craft:

Submarine chaser 22l Lo 11 8o 31 28 3k

Escort vessel gl T 2 | 351 2l 8 0

Corvette 19 37 7 5 0 0 0

Motor torp. boat g 198 0| 23 28 Lé Ll

Othar 3L8 L8 55| %0 Ll 50 61
Mina Craft:

Mineswesper 193 36 1| L8 39 2L 15

Othar 281 3 1 32 8s 86 &
Auxiliaries 52l 231 B3| 7 ol 56 51
landing Craft 551 334 L| &a 62 L5 L5

Noter Table includes Lend-Iease and conversicns.

"Work suspanded.




Bursau of Yards and Docks Constructicn Pmm

The construction program of the Bureau of Yards and Docks totaled

ss,?aj,uoa,mn on February 28, 1943, and $3,887,000,000 of the program had

been accomplishad.

Over $3.3 billion of the program is in the United States

and about 75 percent of this ameunt is in place.

Status of tha Navy Shore Construction
July 1, 1940 to February 20, 1EFE§

Auther- Work Completed
Type of Work { m:-i';d.dm} ; Hw} gPa;cﬂnt;%u of_;Ea_u?ﬁ‘,[j??s;Ian_
Shipbuilding and repair| § 914 $555 |61 l :
facllities

Flest facilitias 232 170 73
Aeronautical facilities 1,326 ol 72
Ordnance facilities Loa 289 7
Storage facilities 457 350 72
Structures for Naval uk ks | 8l
Eﬂ?;:::azrnmr%a facilities 12 126 | 89
Radio facilities 29 17 |59
Hospital facilities 127 92 73
Advance bases Bo1 333 L2
Section bases L3 as 82
British bases U0 17 |84
Defense housing 79 |5k
Defense Aid 203 162 | 80
Miscellaneous items L76 272 | 57

Total 85,783 | 83,887 | é7




I
Bavy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard Persomnel
The total active duty military personnel of the Navy, Marine Corps,
and Coast Guard on April 15 was 1,885,580 — an increase of approxi-
mtely 73,500 in the 30 days just prier.

Active Duty Military Persomnel of the
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Quard

April iﬁ_, 1943
officars HE rumeml Nureas Total
Navy
Regulars 2, Thé 328,165 | 1,618 38h,529 -
Hesarves:
Men 122,042 961,375 | 2,786 | 1,086,203
Subtotal | 149,381 | 1,300,711 | bL,Lol | 1,l5L,L496
Marina ﬂggﬂ
Regulars L,565 110,150 - | 11k,755
Resarvas;
Men 12,470 151,269 - 163,739
Women 29 978 — 1,007
Subtotal 1?15‘5’4 262:1&3? — 2?9,501
Coast Cuard®
Regulars 2,876 27,366 — 30,242
Resarves;
Man 3,885 115,185 = 119,070
Women 102 2,169 g E,ETI
Subtotal | 6,863 1y, 720 - 151,583
Grand total 173,308 | 1,707,868 | L,Lo, | 1,885,580

*Does not include temporary ressrves.

The enlisted strengths approved by the President are:

Hm (AR R R R R NN 1,5116,@13?#11“30, HH
mﬂ. Gﬂl?! LER R jjhlsm b‘j‘“ mﬂ 30’ 131].3
Coast Quard ....... 150,000 by Feb. 28, 1943



" V. MERCHANT SHIFPING

Oains and Losses, United Nations
Merchant ship construction by the United Nations from December 1,

1541 to April 25, 1943 has exceedsd losses by 610,000 dwt. Gains from
new construction totaled 15,565,000 dwt. as compared to losses of
14,955,000 dwt.

The weeldy loes rate foar the four-week period ending April 25 was
almost as low as that for any momth since December 1941, (See chart 9.)

W Oalns and losses of United Nations! Merchant Vessasls

For t-Weak Pariod En ril 2
(Thousand Dwt.)

Waak Ending Gains Losses Waak Ending Gains Losses
March 7 2Ls 162 April | Los 188
March 1l 330 337 April 11 34y 100
March 21 332 a3 Aprdl 18 Lo 111
March 28 304 231 April 25 299 - 4B
Total 1,211 1,073 Total 1,528 L87

Weekly aver. 303 268 Weekly aver. 382 122

Merchant Ship Deliveriss by U. S. Shipbuilders
Merchant ship deliveries by U. S. shipbuilders during April were at
an snnual rate of 18,700,000 dwt.




VI. REVIEW OF PRODUCTION IN SELECTED WAR INDUSTRIES

The War Projects Unit of the Bureau of the Budget, under the direc-
tion of Colonel Henry M. Waite s 18 cwrrently engaged in studies of pro-
duction problams of war industriss. These ars developed, in the main,
through en-site examinations of cperating plants by engineers in the
Unit. Summaries of studies on smokelsss powder, amall arms, and almminm
and magnesium production follows

Smoleless Powdar

In our cirrent program, there are eight Govermmant-financed smoke-
less powder plants, costing $767,000,000, with a designed capacity of
3.5 million pounds per day. The five now in operation are producing
2.6 million pounds per day, which is 35 percent in excess of the da-
8igned capacity. This over-production indicates that the actual output
of the eight plants, when cempleted, will be near 4.8 million pounds par
day. Iess labor is belng requirsd in the plants now cperating than was
ariginally anticipatad.

With the mresent over-produstion record, the question arises as to
the necessity of placing in operation all of the plants now under con-
struction. Recognizing that it is impossible to forecase requirements
precisely, a substantial cut-back could be made in this program and
still allow for the rate ariginally planned.

Operating efficlency of the plants in production is good and is
under clese supervision. The Ordnance Departmant is investigating and
renagotiating seemingly excessive operating fees peid to the du Pont and
Hercules Companies,

Small Arms

There are twenty-six Oovernment-financed small arms plants, esti-
mated to cost §138,000,000, which provide for production of Garand,
Springfield, and Browning rifles, the new light carbine, pistols, and
»30 and .50 caliber machine guns.
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The following table campares January production with schedulss and
designed capacity:

Performance—Jan. 1943 (Per
‘ Contract jﬁﬁ#L
Rifles, Oarand L, 000 3,500 3,430 98%
Rifles, Springfield k,100 2,833 1,853 é5
Rifles, Browning 350 200 100 50
Carbines 13,500 L,686 1,870 Lo
Pistols 2,500 » 800 300 38
Machine guns, .30 cal. Lol 233 233 100
Machine guns, .50 cal.| 1,687 1,257 1,260 100

Except for the Carand, there is a considerabls production lag en
rifles and carbines. The total output of Garand rifles for 1943 will
be aboat 1,000,000, which is almost equal to the number on hand at the

beginning of the year.

Production of carbines was only L0 percent of that scheduled far
Janmary. Only one of the eight plants producing carbines showed a good
recard of performance. Material shortages and design changes have inter-
fored with output. An integrating coemittss has been created to deal
with this industry.

At small arms plants the civilian staff of the Ordnance Department—
inspectors, fiscal employees and cleris—has besn reducsd materially in
an effort to conserve manpower.

Alumimiom

There are 35 Government~financed plants for alumimm production
(not including fabrication), with an estimated cost of $330,000,000.
In Government-finsnced plants the designed capacity for producing aluwmimm
ingots is 63,000 tons per year, as comparsd with an existing capacity
of 493,000 tons per year in private plants. This provides a total progrem
af l,ﬁﬁ,ﬂm tons par yaar.

During January 1943, elumimm production by the entire industry was
at a rats of 63 percent of peak capacity. Construction of facilitiss is
far ahead of production. Alwminum output has been delaysd in at least
8lx of the nine Government plants by a shortage of alumina. Alumina is
aluminum exids, obtainsd by treatment of bauxite ocre in the matallurgical
process priar to the final production of pig aluminum by elesctrolysis.
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Flant expamnsions for ths alumina process are being provided chiefly
by two large plants at Bauxite, Arkansas, and Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
which will double the existing alumina capacity. Both of these new
plants have had enstructim delay from tardy deliveries of structural
steel and operating equipment and from changes of equipment design. Full
production of all alumina plante is anticipated by the fall of 1943.

It is noted that aluminum ingot production was adsquate for the 1912
requirements and is expected to be adequate for 1943. Fabricating sapa-
elty is now under review and there is some questlion as to the adequacy
of this portion of the program for 1543.

The expanded domestic production of bauxite ors will produce
6,300,000 tons in 1943, which, added to 900,000 tons of imported ore,
will maks 7,200,000 tons available. Of this amount, the plamed produc-
tion of alweinm ingots will require l,545,000 tans. For other commer—
cial enterprises, there will be available 2,655,000 tons, including a
Government stockpile of reserves.

aium

There are 1l Government-financed plants for magnssium production
(not including fabrication), with an estimated total cost of $11,000,000.
These plants are designed to produce 9l percent of a total program of
305,000 tons per year. The balance will be produced by two existing
mrivate plants.

Magnesium is produced by thres distinct processes, two of which are
entiraly new (ferrosilicon and carbo-tharmic). Characteristics of all
plants in the magnesium program, including current performance, are
tabulated below;

Nuzber Capacity | Performance—Mar, '

Process of {H.“..E.I}J.“i:u ) {Tons % of T ol
Plants per ¥r.) Capacity | Schadule

Electrolytic 9 $315™ 212,000 66% 78%

Ferrosilicon 6 55 69,000 19 20

Carbo=-tharmic 1 27 2l;,000 26 N.A.

Total 16 l $399* | 305,000 52 N.A.

*Cost of private plants cmitted.
N.A. = Not avallable.



lag in production in all three processes is due in part to eonstruc-
tin material shortages. For the new rrocesses, delays have arisen from
technical difficulties and large-scals operation undsr pressure, without
previcus experience on pilot plants., As the electrolytic plants come
into full operatim, they are found to be excesding designed capacity.
Production by the industry during 1542 was only &2 percent of require-
ments, and shartage in output will continus until the fall of 193,
Requirements for the year 153 will barely be met.

There is some question of adequacy of auxiliary facilitiss to
furnish certain raw materials and suppliss for the processes. Adequacy
of fabricating facilities is also in question and is now undar review.

Magnesium requirements for 1943 are divided approximately as follows:
export, 25 percent; chemical warfare service, 25 percent; aircraft pro-
duction, including alumimm alloys, 50 percent. j



VIZ. WAR INDUSTRIAL FACTLITTES

A total of 15,218 war industrial plant expansicns, publicly and
privately finaced, costing $19.2 billion, had been &pproved by March 1, ‘
1943. This was a net increase during February of 596 expansions, estimated
to cost §395 million.

The net increase of public fund commitments in Febroary was $263 mil-
lon, as follows: new expansions, $95) million; increases in commd tments,
$3L8 milldien; and cancellations and reductions, £159 mil11ien,

with Public and Private

] EBtim

War Industrial Facilities Financed
I LI 0 affth D

Total Public Funds Private ﬁdl

Type of Product Est, ~ Est. ’

Number Cost Burher Cost Nuzbar Cost
Adreraft 1,179 | $3,266 | 324 | $3,0L 855 | $2a2
Ship construction & repair 662| 2,08, 222 | 1,979 LLo 85
Conbat and motor wehicles Las 503 Tl L29 387 Th
Guns . 809 906 | 205 Bo8 60l 98
Ammunition, ete. 1,221 1,187| 312 | 1,066 909 121
Explosives and assembling 155| 2,85} 81 2,82 L . 12
Iron and steel 2,130| 1,800 239 | 1,256| 1,891 5Ll
Fon-ferrous metals 6591 1,20 123 | 1,123 536 297
Machine tools 1,5 288 | 185 154 | 1,260 134
Machinery and equipment 2,205 7| 318 L52 | 1,887 295
Chemicals 783 1,L86| 184 | 1,210 599 276
Petroleum and coal products 2,8 575 38 212 210 363
Miscellanecus manufacturing | 1,226 Lo | 159 259 | 1,067 181
Non-manufacturing 2,28, | 1,663 76 322 | 2,208 | 1,3l
Total 15,218 $19,199 | 2,291 (415,156 | 12,927 | 44,043

Notes: Most projects costing less than $25,000 are excluded.
Public ccmmitments for purchase of $2.3 billion of machine tools are
axcluded,
Number of plants by product groups do not add to totals bacanse of
duplication of facilities between product groups.
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Seventy parcent of the £15.2 billion program of war industrial plant
expansions financed by public funds was in place on March 1, 1543. Ammuni-
tion plants ware nesarest completion with 90 percent in place.

War Industrial Facilities Financed with Public Funds

~ Value and Percentage in Place on March 1, 1943
(Mi11icns of Dollars)

Number of Est, Construction in Place

Type of Product | porsnetons| Cost [Valus |2 0 25 50 7 0

Afreraft L73 $3,0LL | £1,929

Ship comstruction 370 1,979 | 1,588
and repalr

Combat and motor 88 L29 342
vehiclas

Guns 282 Bo8 665

Amminition, ete. L6 1,066 960

Explosives and 92 2,842 2,493
assembling

Iron and steel 315 1,256 703

Nenferrous metals bl 1,12) 68l

Machine tools 21 153 119

Machinery and Lol Ls2 303
equipment

Chemicals 213 1,210 513

Petroleum and 1 212 Ll
coal products

Misc. mannfactur- 186 259 161
ing

Non-manufacturing 83 322 9l

Total 3:351 ‘15:15'6 ﬂﬂ,;pﬂ




VIII. STOCEPILE AND PUBLIC PURCHASES OF BASIC WAR CCOMMODITIES

Strategic and critical materials are purchased by the Government:

(1) for stockpiles to be used anly in case of an emergency with respsct to
the specific items cancerned; (2) for stockpiles to be released anly by

WFB; and (3) for resale to industry currently upen receipt. The following
table shows the status of selected items as of April 15, 1943:

Stockpile Status of Selected Commodities - April 15, 1943

Parcant of Purchase THRn
ndt m Stockplls | iImventory ﬁw
Commodd ty of = Inventory| Increase| Incresase
Moasure m‘ urchase | o 35, | “since |Since Pearl

Antimony, metal Tons 22,000 53¢ =-1% 17%
Chroms ore 1,000 1.t. 1,950 37 2 gﬂ
Ddamonds, indus. | 1,000 carats | 22,110 27 0

Diamond dies Dies 60,000 15 1 9
Manganesa ore 1,000 1.t. 3,300 2l =2 10
Manila fiber 1,000 bales 2,037 5 - =1 -3
Mercury Flasks 107,200 35 3 31
Mica Tons 13,850 59 3 39
Nickel Tons ,000%* 5 0 5
Nitrate of soda | 1,000 tons 1,400 g 0 -1
Opium 1,000 pounds &i0 38 =21 38
Quartz crystals 1,000 pounds L, 000 78 -2 L1
Quinine sulphate | 1,000 av. osz.| 12,450 Lo =2l =18
Rubber 1,000 1l.te 1,900 1, -2 =
811k 1,000 bales 50=100 ri12 =1 L
Tin, refined 1,000 1.t. 307 21 0 L
Tungsten Tons 30,500 33 9 8
Zine, metal Tons ,000 al 2 3l
Zine concentrates | Tons, 1,000 1,600 b 1 10

*Part or all of this amount consists of recommanded purchases per annum.
##88,770 tons stored in Chile.



IX. FUBLIC WAR HOUSING

As of March 31, 15L3, a total of $2,078,788,53L had been made
avallable for the construction of public war housing projects.

Through that date there were programmed 456,661 family dwelling
units, 137,611 accommodations for single persons, and 33,177 tuliurn.
0o the same date, 213,615 family dwelling units, 75,415 accommodations
far single persans, and 17,199 trailers had been canpleted.

Status of War Public Hous Program
As of March 31, 19%

Fanlly | pormd-
Dwelling Trailers Total
Units tories
Programmed but not under
construction 51,823 25,332 L,300 81,455
Under construction 191,223 36,86l | 11,678 239,765
Completed . 213,605 | 75,415 | 17,199 | 306,229

In addition to the publiec war housing program, Title VI of the
National Housing Act providss for insurance by Federal Housing Adminis-
tration on mortgages not to excead $1,200,000,000 in the aggregats, on
houses designed for the use of war workers. Up to March 31, 1943,
213,273 mortgages had been acespted for insirance and 146,082 new homes
had bean startad. .



X. ECONOMIC STABILIZATION PROGRAM

The stabilization program is at the ?ronuraada. If concessions ars
made on the wage frant, farm price legislation will probably set in motion
another upward spiral. It appears that only a determined stabilization or
reduction in prices of 1ife necessities through a drastic price policy,
supperted by the judiclous use of subsidies, will secure full production
and forestall wage demands.,

Prices—Cost of Living: Reflecting a determination to hold the line as
mmmﬂmt, OFA authorized control of restaurant prices,
announced extensien of price control to wheat, cotton, fresh fish, fresh
fruits, ete., and a roll-back of soms prices—meats, fresh and cammed
vegetables, and coffee, among others. Tt appesars that a substantial roll-
back of prices will require the development of new subsidy programs.

Prices--Farm: Prices roceived by farmers increased 1.4 rercent; prices
pald, U.5 percent betwsen March 15 and April 15. Ceilings on live animals
have not beean imposed, although it has been armounced that formal control
of hog prices will be instituted unless prices are reduced. The Pace and
Bankhead bills are inactive pending the ocutcane of wage negotiations for
coal and other industries.

Wages: Following the Presidant's hold-the-line order, WIB denied pay
ralses in 10,000 pending cases. The elimination of "inequalities" or
"inequities" as a basis for wage adjustment and the prohibition an migra-
tlon foar higher wages between essential industries represent only temporary
solutdons to wage-manpower problems. The settlemsnt reached in the coal
casa will probably determine whether wage and farm price stabiliszation
policies can be maintained.

Taxes: After much delay, the House adopted ths compromise Mpay-as-you-goM
Tax bill. Now Congress cen turn its attention to the problem of raising
the $16 billion in taxes or campulsory savings requssted by the Presidant
for fiscal 19l); to provide essential support for the stabilization program.

War Bonda: Sales of war savings bonds in April totaled £1,470 millien.
ITthough the Second War Ioan Campaign is exceeding its £13 billion goal by
85 billion, sales to individuals are expocted to be less than $3 billion,
a substantial portien of which is concentrated in the "financial arsasn
and among wealthy individuals,

Debt Liquidation: Iong-term debt contimas to decline, although the in-
creasing sale of fam land at rising values may retard debt liquidation in
this sector,




XI. WAR FINANCES

ro tiona
Frem June 30, 1940 through April 30, 1943, Congress made appropria-
ticns and other anthorizations for war purposes mmounting to §230 billien.
Ther=a was no significant changs during April.

F.Y. 1941 F.¥. 1942 F.Y. 1943  Total
(In billions)

Appropriations and
Contract Authorizations :y

EEsRsEEEREERERERERR R ERS ﬂ}-ljﬂ m-w m-m ‘125.9.;5

m (including Coast Guard) L.as 18.934 23,928 L7.277

Defonas Add covccccssssnscsss T-m ylthaj' -m E-ﬁj

Haritime Commiseion .csssssas oh’ﬁ? 5!397 5-3” ulﬂa
Defanss Hmm sssssmssssmEE -llzu lm lﬁﬁ 1!635
Other Defense 1&1’-1"11}1'3 seaa 601 2.22 2.7688 5-631

Subtotal ..eesssssse-eees $26.043 $110.625 $74.819 $211.487
Estimated appropriations required
beyond F.Y. 1943 for completion

of tha m.dﬂd“lv ----------------------- semEEEEER AR RREES la.ﬂm

Orand totAl cescsssscrsusnsscssssssssssorsesssrsnsesses 3/ 8230.207

1/ The parts of appropriations intended to liquidate prior contract auth-
orizationa are estimated and have been axcluded. Amounts are subject
to future adjustments based on actual allocations of appropriations
for the ligquidation of contract authoriszations.

2/ Adjusted to include $600 millicn indefinite contract autherizations
for lend=lsase purposes, Pub. Law 282, lst Session, 77th Congress, and
$23 millien special fund.

3/ Includes transactions through First Deficiency Appropriation Act 1543,
Pub. Law 20.
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War Expenditures

The total Federal expenditures for war purposes, including RFC
expenditures, amounted to $7.3 billion in April. This represents an
annual rate of $86.9 billion as comparsd with $61.6 billion for.

March.

War Disbursements (Millions)

During Yearly

April Rats
m St MM ™ ‘3,?32 m,hﬂs
Hm SElAR BTN SRR AR 2,1{2 25,@5&
EFG -------- BE R s e 315 3]?56
Maritime Comnission ..... . 21,8 2,956
mhr LA R R RN RN RN NN ] - 392 m:ﬁ}j

$36,896

8

TotAl cesssnesnssnns iT,E

. ™
totaled §59.9 billion or an average of §5 billion per month.

War expenditures for the first ten months of fiseal year 1543
L3

Grosa Debt
‘The gross debt increased $11.3 billion during April to a total

of £129.8 billien on April 30, 1943.



XII, MANPOWER

Weekly Earnings and Hours Worked

During the year ending in February 1543, the average weekly earnings

everage weakly rate of §1.12,

LL.5 for the same group.

of employses in manmufacturing industries increased 22.3 percent to an
During the same pericd, the average num-
ber of hours worked per week increased only L.9 percent to a total of

Average Wi a and Hours Werked in Industries
February 1943, and Percent Increase over February 19
Avarage Weekly Average Weekly
En‘n%m Hours Worked
Najor Dndustry Growp Amcunt Incru.:n Rumber mum:t
Pebe | “Binos | T | “giine
153 Feb. 1942 15L3 Fab. 1542
A1l Menufacturing Industriss &ln.12 22.3% L5 L.9%
A. " Durable Goods $47.17| 20.2% L6.2 3.9%
Iren and stesl $§i5.52 | 18.L% L5.7 6.2%
Electrical machinery .70 12.8 L6.9 3.5
Machinary except
electrical 51.09| 14 L9.6 1.2
Transpertation equipment
mﬂpt automobileas 53!30 B.U' hél? -E.ﬂ
Automobiles 55-6? Jll.-h hE-E T-a
Nonferrous metals and
LImmber end timber basic
products 29.27 23.3 1.7 Ly
Furniture and finished
lumber products 30.61| 17.4 L3.6 6.2
Stone, clay, and glass
Pr{xliﬂm 2 3&-5’2 lﬁnﬂ 1:,2.0 hi?

(Continued on following page)




(Contirmed)
Averaga Weakly Average Weelly
Miﬁ:mﬁ Hours Worled
¥ajor Industry Group 1::11 . Hﬁ:r ™
Feb. 1942 Feb. 1942
BE. Nondurable Gooda '32 iﬂ lﬂ.ﬂ hz-n &
Textile mill products $27.06 | 19.7% 1.5 3.6%
Apparel and other finished
textile products 26,10 1.8 38.1 3.8
Ieather and leather
products 28.70 | 10.2 Lo.2 0.5
Food and kindred products 33.20 | 15.9 k3.0 6.1
Tobacco manufactures 23,2 1.2 38.6 L.l
Paper and allisd products 34.75 | 1.5 Lk.5 B3
Printing and publishing 38.61 9.l 39.8 |1 3.7
Chemicals and allied .
products 39.92 17.9 L5.0 Te2
Froducte of petroleum
and coal hﬁ iﬁl" 15-5 hzla T-;
Rubber products L3.62 | 25.6 .6 11,2
Miscallaneous industriess 35.9& Eﬂ.ﬂ hﬁ.D ?12
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The following table shows earnings and hours worked in nonmamufactur—
ing industriss: |
Average Weeldy Earnings and Hours Worked in

Selected Normanuf Indnstries, Fe 19,
and Percent Increase over February 19

Average Weekly Average Weelly
] Hours Worked
Major Industry Group Amourt; | o e Hasber k]
1943 rngj-'nghz 193 anin;.;ha
Anthracite coal mining $LL.47 | 32.2% 11.5 22,3%
Bituminous coal mining 1.9 | 26.0 3743 16.5
Metalliferous mining la.29 8.2 L3.6 =1.7
Quarrying and nomnmetallic mining | 33.39 | 21.3 LT Bel
Cruds petroleum production Lh.27 | 15.6 Lo.6 7.6
Telephone and telegraph 3h.22 6.7 ho.8 3.9
Electric light and power h2.29 6.5 0.8 2.3
Street railways and busses L2.88 | 11.8 50.2 L3
Wholesale trade 37.97 949 L1.6 2.0
Retail trads 2. 79 6.7 41.1 N.A.
Hotels (year around) 19.06 | 12.9 L5.3 =0.7
Laundries 22.47 | 1.7 L3.7 2.
Dyeing and cleaning 25,60 | 18.3 h3.1 2.9
Brokerage L4731 | 17.6 N.A. H.A.
Insurance Lo .6 L. N.A. N.A.
Fuilding construction L5.05 | 20.5 36.3 5.9




XITT. ADMINISTRATIVE DEVELOPMENTS
—_— s COVSLUEMENIS

The following are noted by staff members of the Burean of tha
Budget as among the major administrative dsvelopments in the emsrgency
war organizatiens during the month of April:

Price Administration and Eationing

The Presidential "hold-the-lire" order of April 8, directing the
Price Administrator and the Food Administratar "to teke immediate steps
to place price ceilings on all commodities affecting the cost of livingn
has given new emphasis to current price control programs.

To carry out the Prasident's inastructions, it will be nscessary to
control prices of sgricultural commodities, provide subsidies for sme
commodities (especially rationed foods) and to establish dollars-and-
cents prices and comprehensive margin regulaticns for food, apparel,
and consumer durable goods.

The Price Administrator has resisted pressure from organieed real
estate owners to abandon the remtal "freeze” plan and to give waight
to operating costs. Had the Administrator mads this concessim, the
antire rent structure of the Nation would have been thrown into turmoil,

War Production Beard 2

The establishment of the position of TVice Chalrman on Civilian
Requirsments with responsibility for meeting civilian nseds for goods
produced by industries under the Jurisdiction of WFB, is serving to
emphasize "civilian supply" in that agency. Effective organization for
this work has been delayed by the uncartainties as to Congressional
actlon, particularly on the Maloney Bill to establish an independent
edvilian mpply agency.

v Published figures about the workability of the Controlled Materials
Flan seemed to have been greatly exaggerated, although the responsible
afficlals within WFB recognize the need for gradual modification of the
plan to avold confusion.

In the Office of the Program Vice Chairman, progress was mads in
lpﬂlindariningﬂndutinnrﬂunrﬁmmdinmuingnutm
detalls of the recrganieation. Considerable improvement is still needsd
hthmﬂndﬂaimfwmtuiduﬂmnmwunmtohﬂlo-
utadinlnmurtapudmuthamﬂmaﬂﬂdngpﬂhrlgﬂmtth

enemy.




Fore Economia tiona

Negotiations contimued during April among the Department of State,
O0ffice of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation Operaticns, Board of Fconomic
Warfare, and the Dfﬂuedhnd—hmiﬂﬂ:tﬂtiminmm to
arrive at workable agreemsnts as to the functions of each agency in 1ib-
srated areas. i

In genaral, 1ittle that is conclusive has emerged and May finds
the whole picture of U. S, economic cperations sbroad confussd and sub-
Ject to interagency controversy. The current negotlations sprang in
part from the general recognition that the North African Economic Board
has sericus structural and administrative weakmesses. Washington inter-
fgency difficulties have besn mirrored in the field with detriment to
the assistance which should be given the armed forces by civilian
agencies,

Meanwhile, the Civilian Affairs Division of ths Army i1s embarking
on vigorous plans for meeting civilian needs in the wake of our armed
forces. The desputy chief for Requirements and Resources in tha Army
Service Forces has agreed to "underwrite" the supply neads for civilian
relief and to distribute such relief for a period up to three months
after initial military occupation. From the long-run point of view, a
speedy coordination and central direction of civilian agancies
tial if their important facilities are to be fully utilized.

Shippirg

In the War Shipping Administration, personnel matters are receiv-
ing increased consideration. Referrals for amployment are being handled
in increasing rate although scme difficulty has been experienced in re-
crulting sufficient skilled engine room perscnnel. For control purposes
and maintaining contacts with selective service boards, WSA has launched
& program for keeping records on the employment of every sailor in the
Merchant Marinas.

Manpower

An sxescutive order of April 8, 1943 authorized the Chairman of tha
War Manpower Comission to conmtrol the transfer of woriers from one jeb
to another at high ratas of pay. Regulations have been promilgated
allowing fres movement from less essentisl to essential industry by pro-
hibiting any movement betwsen essential industries except under employ-
ment stabdliszation plans. At the end of the month, consideration was
being given to modifying the original rigorcus ragulations,

Food

Amandment of the exscutive ordsr establishing the War Food Adminis-
tration is facilitating the cperations of the Adninistrator, although
leaving the respective powers and functims of the Administrater and
the Secretary of Agrioculture far from clear.
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The War Food Administrator faces & tremendous task in efforts to
create a united War Food Administration out of the seven constituant
agencies consolidated under him. Among the chief problems preasing
far solution are; recrultment and establislment of wage policies for
farm and food industry labor; the formmlation of requirements for
critical materials and facilities; the coordination of Federal food
procurement; and the supervision of the storage, warshousing, and dis-
tribution of food.

The designatien of the Food Administrator as alternate U. 5. mem-
ber of the Combined Food Board has cleared up a formerly difficult
gituation whereby the U. S. sids of the Eoard was outside the stream
of wartime food functions and unabla to commit the U. 5. to any agree-
ments with the British. The Food Administrator recognises that the
present allocation procedures meed reexamination and that further con-
gideration needs to be glven to the proper functions of the CFB with
relation to their food administration.

0ffice of Economic Stabilisation

The "hold-tha-lina" executive crder of Aprdl B has increased the
authority of the Ddrector of Economle Stabilization in the following
particulars: His policy directives hereafter control all readjustments
in price relatlionships and in wages and salaries resulting from promo-
tions, reclaseifications, and so en. In addition, the Director has
the power of espproval or disapproval of War Manpower Commission rulings
on transfers at highar salariss or wage rates.



g 1
23
¥

L.

6.
T.
8.
9.

a3

XIV. -FROGRESS CHARTS

Acceptance of Military Alrplanss
Total Army Strength

Total Active Duty Strength of Navy, Marine Corps, and
Coast Cuard

Construction Progress on Battleships and Adreraft
Carriers

Construction Progress on large and Heavy Crulsers
Construction Progress on Iight Cruisers
Construction Progress on Destroyers and Submarines
Construction Progress on Escoart Vessels

ulim.hdmluurﬁgnhmtm‘i'unmj.nﬂlhlntu
ths nitesd MNations

Deliveries of Merchant Ships by U. 3. Shipbuillders
Status of Basic War Commodities Program
War Expenditures
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ACCEPTANGCE OF MILITARY AIRPLANES
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CHART 3

TOTAL ACTIVE DUTY STRENGTH
OF NAVY,MARINE CORPS AND COAST GUARD
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CHART 4

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS
ON BATTLESHIPS AND AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

JULY 11940 TO APRIL 1,1943

TYPE AND NAME Lald

Estimated
Complation

PERCENT OF COMPLETION
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CHART &

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS
ON LARGE AND HEAVY GRUISERS

JULY 1,1940 TO APRIL 1,1943

Caay o | PERGENT OF COMPLETION
TYPE AND MAME Lald Camplatisn
Raby 7 g 20 a0 &0 1o 160
LARGE CRUISERS
ALAELA 12=17=41 = lBatd
Gkl 1= J=a2 T
HAWAL WORK SUSFINDED
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e WORK SUIPENGED
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CONSTRUCTION

CHART &

PROGRESS

ON LIGHT CRUISERS

JULY 1,1940 TO APRIL 1, 1943

Ealimatad
Complation

PERCENT OF COMPLETION

TYPE AND NAME -
Laid
Date ]
@ 2D 49 (1] ao [1=1+]
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CHART T

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS ON DESTROYERS AND SUBMARINES

JULY 1,1940 TO APRIL 1, 1943

DESTROYERS SUBMARINES
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CHART 8

GONSTRUGTIDN PROGRESS ON ESCORT VESSELS

JULY 1,1940 TO APRIL 1,1943

U.S.NAVY ESCORT VESSELS ESCORT VESSELS CONTINUED
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CHART 9

GAINS AND LOSSES OF MERCHANT OCEAN VESSELS
AVAILABLE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

CUMULATIVE GAINS AND LOSSES SINCE DEGEMEER 1,194
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GHART 10

DELIVERIES OF MERCHANT SHIPS BY U.S.SHIPBUILDERS

U.S. MARITIME COMMISSION = PRIVATE AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS
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CHART 11

STATUS OF BASIC WAR COMMODITIES PROGRAM
SELECTED CRITICAL AND STRATEGIC MATERIALS

(PERCENTAGES BASED ON QUANTITIES IN RECOMMENDED PURCHASE PROGRAM |

AS OF APRIL 15,1043
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CHART 12

WAR EXPENDITURES
YEARLY RATES
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