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I. SlllllllRI 

Uror&t't Product.ion 1 10) .4 llillion pound8 ot llil1 tary a1r rr-a were accept9d Iii ii&i'Cll. !'118 n\llllber o! aircr&t't ace.pt.cl waa 9,118, or wbiob 1,$69 wre rou~ bcabere . '!'b9 tiret thNe jet-propelled fiebtere wre accepted 1n llareh. (P9gee 2- 3) 

~ .ur Poree•: 29,916 rlret-llm combat pl&Me w re on band on 4pr1l 1. ~ ... ::&t,. pereannel or the Arq Ur Force• totaled 2140),499 on •rch 1, and 101,900 were pilot. . (Pagee 11~) 

~Aeronaut.10&1~1 !'118 li&YT bad 18, 620 ocmbat &1rplanN on band 2j. li&'IJ' ,Corp., and Co&•t Guard llilitary arl&Uon pereonnel totaled )Ol , 888 on arch 1, and 40,498 w re pilota . (facee 7-8) 

4ct1.,. llilit&l7 Strength! 

AZfllT • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Navy, Marine Corpa, and coa.at Guard •• • ••• •• 

Total 411 Cl&aae• 

1,1'50,000 
J , 188,862 

Date 

4F· l 
liar . l'5 

rt-~ reported J,147,9)) overeeae •..•••••••••.•.••••••••• Apr. l 
(Pages 11-12, 25-26) 

Selected Ordnance Production 
January • 

Torpecb, aubaar1ne ••••••••••••••• ·• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6)8 
Medium tank • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 480 
Comnand truck, i ton, 4 x L ••••..•••...••••..•. •••• lS ,S72 Oun, 15.Snn • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 6 
C&.rbin•, .JO cal.. • ••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••• )42, 158 

(Pages 9, 24) 

Navy Ship Con11truct1on 1 126 combatant veaule have been CClllpleted 1n 1944 through I/arch 26 1 l aircraft carrier, 16 aircraft carrier eaco'rte, l l.1ght cruieer, 2) dutro;yere, 70 destroJ"er eecorta, and lS aw-.rlnu. 
(fa&• • lS-21) 

Mercl'ant Sh1p~1 fr<& March l tbroulh 26, thl United Nations reported cocatNctlon ,1'52,000 dwt. or •rchant veHela, while loeaee reported ""re 208,ooo dirt.. - a net gain of 944,000 dwt. (i'egH 27-29) 
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ll. ~UTIClL PllCXl!Wl 

)larch Aircraft Production 

Prel.iain&ry report.a indicate that 103 .4 llillion pounda o! airt'ruN 

(•pan• included, gliders excluded) wre aco.pted in. Xa.rch - an increue o! 

9 percent OYer . thll wight ot l!'ltbruar:r acceptance• . Tnnty-two percent o! 

thl 1 .29 billioo pounda echeduled !or 1944 were accepted in the tiret quarter 

of the )'Nro 

The nuni>er o! llilitarr aircra.tt accepted in March waa 9, ll8, .. CC1Dpared 

with 8, 7&:> in February. There were 1,569 !our-engil» bombers accepted, in­

cluding &:> B-29••, ae wall ae the fint three jet-propelled t'ightera (P..59) . 

Aircraft Acceptances and Schedule, 1944 

Actual Acee • Total 
Type 

February )larch Jan. nt.<"\4 Scheduled 
Karch 1944* 

Bomber, 4-engine , long-range 57 (i) 171 1,474 
Bomber, 4-engine, other 1,340 1,509 4,135 16, 483 
Bomber, 2-engine l,~9 1,110 3,171 12,&:>8 
B<llllber, 1-engine 820 750 2,436 9,&:>9 
Fighter 3 , 229 3,535 9,937 43,646 Reconnaieeance 0 0 43 198 

Total oanbat 6,495 6, 964 19,89) 84,018 
Tran.sport, 4-engine )) 40 96 963 Traneport, 2- and l -engine 821 885 2, 451 9,849 

Total tactical 7, 349 7, 889 22, 440 94,830 
Trainer l,~ 901 3,~7 8,587 Liaieon 375 273 1 ,069 2,751 Rotaey wing 6 6 lJ 572 Target and dr<Xle 26 49 98 2,249 

Grand total 8,7&:> 9,118 26,667 108,989 

"Y-9 Schedule, reTiaed March JO, 191 ~ 

Qi 11arcb )1, there waa a pool ot l , 275 accepted but undelivered aireratt, 

ot which 73 'Percent '!l'ere taetica1 t.rc.a. 

, 
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MONTHLY ACCEPTANCES OF MILITARY AIRPLANES 
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b'l\l .l1r Fore .. 

1. Urplws. On llarch )1, the .lrm,y .Ur Forces had on hand 29,94$ 

!irst- 11.ne ~ a.irplanH. Of these, 9,259 nre !our-enlin• bCllllbers­

an inoreue ot 785 he&TT bcmben during ll&reh. ot the total canbat planes, 
17,131 or 57 percent wre onneas on llarch ) l. 

w.lt.m• or tba ~ Ur :roroea on llalld 
Feb.~ llarCh 3l, an OAina and .toaaea 1n ll&rCh 

On Hand March On !land 
T1P8 P9b. 29 Kar. 31 

1944 OUnll toeaea* 1944 
cmhtt 

Bclllb•r, i.a..,., long-NJl8• 182 53 0 235 
Boaber, he&TT 8,292 1,)74 6b2 9,024 
Bclllber, -cliua 4, 187 421 298 4,)10 
Bcllber, light l,24) in 89 l,325 
Fi&bter 13,561 l ,759 943 l.4,377 
Reconnaiuance 626 73 25 674 

Tot.al collbat 28,091 ) .851 l ,997 29,94$ 
Tranaporl 

BH1')' 525 65 20 510 
lledilll:l ),10) 409 )6 ),476 
Al:lphibian 30 0 l 29 
Utility 3,606 2)1 48 , 769 

Total transport 7.261, 70S 105 7,664 
Total ccabat & transport )5,)$5 4,556 2,102 37,809 

Trainen 26,997 794 379 27,412 
C<111111111ca tion.s 3.99li 331 173 4.152 

Total. all type1 66, )46 5,661 2,654 69,)73 
"rnaludes losses .t:t'CD enellcy' action, IJllZ'nY, etc. 

liar. 
!let 
0&1n 

53 
732 
123 

82 
816 
48 

l ,8S4 

4S 
373 
-l 

18) 

600 
2 ,4.S4 

415 
158 

3,027 

A.A .F. lirplanu 1n Continental U.S. ll'ld <mraeu - Kar. ) 1, 191i4 

tocat1co B..i.er 
1"1clrter 

Tr-
other port Total ~•z -~ua ~ .. -

continental u.s. 4,766 1,82.5 509 5,416 4,6b2 )0,629 li7,989 
<mraeu li . 491 2,465 816 6,961 ),222 1.409 21,)84 

Tot.al 9,259 li,310 1,325 14,377 7,664 )2,2)8 69,373 
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~· Pereonnel of the AJ'lll llr Forces . The aetint-dut7 strength ot 
tbl A.ray ilr Forces totaled 2, 403 ,499 on March l - an inoreue ct 3,348 
duriqc Februaey. Pilots on active dllt7 nre 88 percent ot requi.nd 

s trength by June JO, 1945. 

Active-Duty Strength ot the A.rmy ilr Forces, M&roh l, 1944 
and ll1n1mum ~nts by Jun• 30, 19115 

Kin~ma 

Type ot Personnel Of'tioera Enlisted Total 
Requi~nta 

b7 
6-Jo-45* 

Pilot (includes glider 
and service) 100,142 1,758 101, 900 116, 093 

A.viaticn cadet - lOli,662 104,662 85,180 Bombardier and navigator 33,995 323 34, 318 45,079 Aerial gunner - 18,026 18,026 35,540 Photo gunner - 239 239 227 Airpl ane mechlnic-gunner - 33,395 33,395 21, 429 Annorer-gunner - 22,861 22, 861 19,488 Rad1.o operator-gunner - 21,305 21,305 15,429 Observer 375 - 375 181 All other 162 .o49 l . lldi.369 2 ,066.418 1.911.555 
Total 296,561 2,106,938 2,40.3 ,499 2,316,201 

*The total requiremmt as of' June .30 1945 1a not the pealc: requil'Slent ot 
the A.A.F. program. The peak of' 2, fu2 , 236 waa required on December 31, 
1943. The total requirement tapers of'! c~ncing August 1944. 

. 

c. Flying Training· During February, 9,149 pilots 'll'ere graduated 

f'rcm advanced tra.i.nil'lg. Since the beginning of' the war emer gency, a total 

of l]J, 127 pi loto have canpleted advanced training. 
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Bureau of Aeronautics 

A. A.irpl&n... en March 23, the Na"7, Marine Corpe, m d Cout Guard 

reported a total of 29,826 uaetul airplanes on hand. or these, 18,620 

ware tactical caabat type• - an increue of 1,164 tactical ccat>at plane• 

nnce Febroaey 29. 

Navy Airplanes on Hand - Feb. 29, Kar. 23, and .laiitiona and I.De••• in 111.rch 

Type en Hand March l to 23 en Hand 
Feb. 29 .ldditiona~ I.oases Mar. 23 

Tactical Coni>at 
Fi8hter 7,o62 825 90 7,797 Scout bolllber 4,Uh 330 80 4 , 374 Torpedo banber 2, % 168 47 2,666 Patrol bombez--eea 1,437 58 17 1,478 Ballbez--l&nd: 

4-e.ngine 338 0 7 331 2-engina 847 us 12 880 Observation scout 1 .103 12 21 1.094 
SUbtotal 17. 456 1 .438 274 18. 620 

Tactical Non-Cad>at 
utility 627 20 l 646 Trana port 861 22 5 878 

SUbtotal 1 ,488 42 6 1,524 
Trainiz!g 9,261 152 60 9,353 
E:x:peri.i.ital and Misc. 313 25 9 329 

Grand total 28,518 1,657 349 29,826 
It. 
Includes new deliveries, reinatatementa, reclusiticatima, and misoel-, ___ _ ··- .1 .- - · - -

7 
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B. Peraomel. The active-duty military aviation personnel ot 
the Navy and Marine Corpe increased 8,851 during February to a tot&l. ot 
3011888 on Feb1'1&l'J' 29 . Thi.11 total 1a 84 .5 percent ot tbs required 

strength on June ~, 1944. The number ot pilots ii 86 percent ot require­

Dalta on that date. 

Na 

Navy Marine CorDll Total 
Require- Actual Require- Actual Require- Actual men ta Feb. 29 mente Feb. 29 men ta Feb. 29 6-30-44 6-30-44 6-30-44 

Pilots 37,405 31,495 9,562 9,003 46,967 40,498 
Other: 

otficera 26,457 26,095 4, 762 3,651 31,219 29, 746 Wisted 188,362 154.106 90.510 77.538 278 ,872 231,644 
Total 252,224 211,696 104,834 90,192 357,058 301,888 

c. Pilot Training. Student pilots in training tor heavier-than-air 

planes on March 2 totaled ul,308, and 111 604 of the!e were in the last 

s~e ot training prior to ccmni.1111ioning, The total is a decrease of 11035 
fron the number in training on February 3. 
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Status ot 1944 Delinrie1 ot Selected Critical Ordnance Materiel 
(D1Clude1 IntematJ.ooal .Ud and Navy rtw Procured by .lrll;T) 

1944 1944 Deliveri111 
Feb. Arq Jan l to March 1 

Dellv. Suppl.7 
ClDlll&tin P9roent ot 19 

~ 2 
Coai>at Vehiol.11 

Light &more</- car 468 3,363 1,030 
Light tank 506 3,913 l,090 
Medi \1111 tank 507 l3,2S4 967 Universal carrier 731 6,500 1, 636 

Motor Vehicl.11 t ton, 4 x 4 camnand l.5,202 160,633 30, 774 
and 3/4 ton, 4 x 4 
'111'&pon carrier 4,lo6 50,463 6,096 1 "". 4 .. ,,.,.. 2,575 32,246 5,753 

1 t on, 4 x 4 cargo 2,216 30,651 5,l.52 
2 t on, 6 x 4 cargo 2,616 30,966 5,316 2 ten, 6 x 6 cargo 7,507 143,593 17, 240 
2 ton, 6 x 6 dump 2,(.46 25,560 3,497 
10 ten ' 6 x 4 prime 439 6,266 905 moYOr 

• 
Artillery* 

'l55liilll gun 9 460 15 6 inch horltzer 15 360 40 
l.55= hcsitser 163 1,626 316 

Small A.nu . 
• 30 cal. U.S. ritle, 

Kl. 105,oali 1,246, 752 242,00S 
,30 cal • . carbine 317 ,114 1,954,532 659,272 
.30 cal. machine 

gun 
.So cal . machine 

14,023 109,259 26,696 

gun 57,925 745,367 ll.5,409 

1 

9 

*!>root tiring may not be OQ111Pleted. 2 llO. = 17% ot 19ar 
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Deliveries ot Selected Balb8 and A.m1m1tion 
(Include• Dltemation&l .lid and xa..,,. rtw ProCUNd by tm Anr;r) 

SMll U- •-m1t1cn 
(Killion l"OWld.8) 
ill .30 cal. 
ill so cal. 

Anti&iror&tt Aamlnition 
(Thouaand rounda) 
For 4cnn gun 

Artillerz •-m1 tion 
(ThouBand rounds) 
For 60 and 81- lllOrt&r 
For S7m gun 
For 75m !iel.d, t.anlc, 

and antitank gun 
For 7611111 tank and 

anti tank gun 
For 7Sm howitser 
For 90aa gun 
For lOSnm howit1er 
For lSSam howitzer 
For lSSmm !ield gun 

Bombs 
~lb. G.P. 

500 lb. olu.eter­
!ragmentation 

SOO lb. olwster 
260 lb . !regmentation 

23 lb . !raglaentation 
20 lb. and 23 lb. 

olu.eter-rragmen. 

1944 1944 DllliYerieB 
hb. A:nq J l to March l 

DllliY. SUpp!7 C-- I P9roent ot l91111. ASP 
iatt.,.. o 2s SO 7S 100 

710 
210 

2,310 

1,497 
1,074 

1,642 

33S 
l,SOS 

654 
·2,318 

148 
115 

.. 

3,72S 
2,228 

19,740 

23,209 
l0,4S6 

l0,8S6 

12,079 
10,118 
4,S94 

31,442 
3,891 
2,261 

2,9S4 
1,792 

3,310 

I ' 
I 

: 
l 

I 
S25 • I 

3,052 · I 
i,so3 ' 
4,388 ~: 

287 • I 
212 .. I 

I 

210,sso l,412,9eo 339,040 

- 31S,OOO -
- ll3 ,000 -

J0,060 S8S,ooo 47,978 
S64,998 4,l49,Sl9 799,268 

lS6,427 1,614,610 34S,2S4 

I 
I 
I 
I ., 

• ' I 
I 

: 
17% 

' • 

2 lllO. = 17% or year 
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llilitarr Pereonnel 

A. Str.lfth· Thi activlHhrt.7 strength of the Arrq increased 97,000 
during ll&roh to an estilllated total ot 7,7$0,000 on Aprill. 

Diatribution of the .lrm,y Actin-Duty Str!!!gth, by Clus 
lllrCh l , April l , and lllrCh Dloreaae 

Clus or l'9raomel Mar . l April l lllrch 
Actual !atimated Increase 

Ccaid.11ioned otticere 61i5,086 61,8,976 3, 890 Warrant uid night orticere 30,4Jli 30,600 186 Enlisted men and selectees 6,874,195 6, 963, 940 89, 745 nc 63,942 66.844 2.902 
S\btotal 7,613,637 7, 110,360 96,723 Army NUrse Corpe 39 ,399 39,61,0 241 
Grand total 7,653,036 1,150,000 96,9Qi 

During March the Army active-duty strength onreeae increased 

197,951 to a total or 3,147, 933 or 41 percent or the total >.rnq s t rength • 

.u11sm-nt of Am,y Active-Duty Militarz Pereonnel 
Mt.rob l, April l , and Jlarch Increase 

Ase 1.gnmeut of Pere oonel Mar . l April l lflrch 
Actual. Estillla ted Increase 

Army Ground Forces in U.S. 1,601,469 1,593,286 -8,183 A:my Air ForcH in U.S. 1,531,UO 1,450,950 -80,l.60 
Arrq Service Forces in u.s. 1,208,612 1,143, 203 -65,409 In de!enae co=mi<lll in 0. S. 126, 714 126, 714 0 
Di staging areas 79,304 100,000 20,696 In shipe 155,845 167,914 32,069 outside Continental. U.S . 2, 949, 982 3 ,147,933 197,951 

Total 7, 653,036 7,750,000 96,9(>4 

en April l, thl total active-duty military personnel was distributed 
as rollOWllt Ground Forces, 3, 2201390 or 42 percent; Air Forcea, 2,365,156 
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B. An;r CUU&ltiea. To )(arch l, the An;r had reparte!!- 121,040 

battla caaual.tiH - 17 ,659 or lS pc-cent otticera. 

Battle cuu.J.tiea Re~d 
Dec. 7, 1941 'J1U'01iih FebJ 1944 

Total to Feb. 
Peb. 29 Dlcreeae 

ltill•d 21, 0l.4 2, ocn 
Wounded 48,260 J , 84$ 
)(iaeing 26,476 499 
Capt11red 2s.290 896 

Total 121,040 7,247 

C. !.l'!{ SeparetiOM and Tranetera-Enlilted Pereonnel. Baaed on 

the nuaber ot caaH ccmpletelJ' proceaaed, peyaical. and -t&l di.lqu&liti­

cat.iona accounted tor 28, 760 aeperatime trm the enlieted ranka ot the 

~ during January. Total. separationa tnd tranatere tor tlw llOl'lth "" 

J8,J93, excluding lS,lOS cCllllliaaionad or appointed aa warrant otticere. 

Enlilted P9reonnal Separatione and Tranatere tor January 1944 
(Baaed on Humber ot CUH Coaplet&ly ProceaHd) 

.ur Corp9 ])ltantry other Total 

Honorable di.lcharge: 
P113Bical tnd mental. dis-

qual.1.tica tion 4,909 6,368 17,483 28,760 
Onr 38 1'9&r• ot age 9 l 81 91 
lliacellaneo ue 23S 287 862 l ,384 

Other than bonor&ble 408 367 l,S34 2, 309 
Retired and dropped 146 243 l,343 l , 732 
Tranllfere to 1.naotin statue l-nl 376 2.278 3.18S 

Tot.al 6,838 7,6b2 23,913• 38,393 

*Total include• 332 'IAC'• not olaaei.tied u to ccute ot Hpar&tion. 

lJ 

• 



IV. lllVT 

Coabatant Veaeela on Hind bz Yeart1, Dec. 31, l9lil TbN Dec. 1916 

.Ueumin& no interia l011ees, ti. combatant ftHel strength ot ti. 

N•TT, -.ured 1n tons, '!'ill be Oftr tour time• &a large in December 1916 

u it wu on Deced>•r 31, 1941. 

Year-Did Strength 
Type and Yea.r N\mlber Thouaanaa w Totlll 

0 soo l.000 l. 00 
BattlHhifli ' ' 

17 S34 19 
1942 20 642 
1943 22 732 
1944 24 822 
1916 24 822 

Aircr&tt Carriere 
19111 8 163 -1942 16 211 -1943 S4 636 
1944 101 l,lSS 
1916 119 1,$~9 

Cru1.sers 
l94l 38 33S 
1942 39 . 344 
1943 48 441 
1944 70 10s 
1916 98 1,047 

Deat~re 
174 242 9L1 

1942 223 342 
1943 33S S14 
1944 4)6 798 
1916 SL7 1, 042 

oeat~r l!'.acorts 
941 0 0 

1942 0 0 
1943 240 307 
1944 S38 699 
1916 616 80) 

Subaaarine• 
1941 113 120 -1942 133 lS7 ~ 
1943 178 227 
1944 2$6 349 
1916 3S1 soo 

. ..... • u ot liar. l, 1941 



. . 
Completima ot Naval V•aaela 

A total. ot 126 oeabatant n aaela have been completed in 19Wi through 

March 20 - 49 in January, 48 in Febru&J7, cid 29 more during the fint 
20 d.s\ya ot )(a.rob. There are 420 additional caabatant naaels aohecilled 

tor canpletion during 1944. 

Pbpical Complatima of Selected Naval veaaela 
(Dlcludea I.end- Iaaae Veaaela and Comreraiona) 

l 9 4 4 
lllU" . Jan . 1 Sc " Type 

Feb. Thru Thru Mar. 21 
2oth Kar. 20 to Dec . 31 

Combatant Veaael•t 
Battleship 0 0 0 2 Aircraft carrier 0 0 l 1 Aircraft carrier, escort 6 3 16 28 Large oruiaer 0 0 0 2 Heavy cruiaer 0 0 0 s Light cruiaer 0 0 l 12 Destro,..r 9 1 23 86 Destroyer escort 29 12 10 212 Submarine 4 1 JS 66 

Total combatant 48 29 126 420 

Patrol oratt 49 28 127 343 Mine veaaels 12 s JO lSO Auxiliaries JS 12 83 707 Landing .force vesaela* 53 31 JS5 1,201 

* IST, ISJ.1, ISD, and I.CI(L) 

1943 
Actual 

2 
JS so 
0 
4 
1 

128 
3o6 
S6 

S68 

718 
389 
3S2 
649 



statue of Construction of Selected Naval V••••la 

TWenty-six percent of the 791 combatmt veHel11 on order on March 20 

had been l aunched, 2l percent W91'9 on the wa;ya, and 53 percent had not 

been placed on the n.ya • 

Statue ot Construction of Selected Naval Veaaela , Mar. 201 1941' 
( Illclude11 Lend- Leue Veaaela) 

NP Conatruction on Order Con- Add•l TJpe Not Yet ()I U.uncb- Total. vert- Auth. on wa- wa- ed 1ng 

Combatant Vessela 1 
Battle11hip 2 0 2 4 0 0 Aircraft carrier 8 11 4 23 0 0 Aircrart carrier, escort 16 7 0 23 20 0 Large cruiser 0 l 2 3 0 0 
Heavy cruiser 17 10 1 28 0 0 
Light cruiser 17 12 10 39 0 0 Destro)'9r 131 43 25 199 0 0 
De:streyar escort 81 32 133 246 0 0 Submarine 146 50 30 226 0 0 

Total canbatant 418 166 207 791 20 0 
' 

59 155 ' 48 196 Patrol craft 93 307 
l.!1.ne craft 45 15 92 212 0 0 Auxiliaries 147 81 95 323 523 0 
Landing force vesaell* 1,107 171 85 1,363 0 224 

* IST1 LSll, ISD, and l.CI(L) 

Progreae of construction ot canbatant vessel • is shown on t he charts 

imnediatel.y following. 

16 



°"""'. 
CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 

ON BATTLESHIPS ANO AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 
- P9t0Mlat .IUL.Y 1. t940 ton......, ,, ,..,. c::=:::::J ,.,.... rat ,,....,,.,.., •••• 

BATTLESHIPS 

lllOll TM CAlltOl.I•& ........ ,0,,. 
IOu'f• C.• 111°'-1 ..... 
m0<~ ..... ,.....,,,,,. 
........... ·---· J £11t.tf: t 
Intl•~· 
-~M• 

11.UllOIS 
.,(l•l'U<IO 
_,.~ ..... .... , 
lo(• .... , . .. ! Ill:( 

\.O\l ttlUH 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 

-· lr.Otfl 
I H .C I 
1"0hf0-
u QlllG! Oll ......... ""'" 
..,Xl'C..lllCIC:tel 
" 1..U.10. 
M U .I.., -00. ._.. .. 
--fl• tt 

l 41tkl t 

'"'"'"• , ... , 
l•h.fllt -·· -·· .._Jot.CU.10 
, ..... +.Jllo 

'""""'--,_,. 
• .flJoCO<• 
....... lOlll 
90lll• 

·~~ -...... c•o• .. ~ .. , 

o:• •··~ Oll•t•••n 
• t Htl t • \. 
"foftflll 
wauf• ' 0-M 

.... """ .. ". 
...... , , _ f'\_llllt •u-
CVl•I 
c.v••t 

C:••·•-' 
'" "' <w• •• '"' ., , ..... 
Clf\. • t 

.. -.... 
L oi• ......... 1--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1 .... 

11 -11 .. u 
l •lt•H , .... .. ... , .... .. ,., .... .. 
I• l • tf ..,, ...• ....... 
I• t • H 
t•U•" 

, ...... 
::rt:: . ...... . . ...... , ...... , 
J·U- U .. , .... 
1·1"·•• , ...... ,....... , ..... . 

1·11·•• ........ . .... ............. -
....~ .......... 
.... Mltl'CllOC.O 

•~• W M1:• 0C:O 

90".• "'''' "'°' 0 

•··1•-n 1e-11-u 
•-n-u 11•Jl •O ... •••• ·-····· l·ll·U l · t ·-·· ....... t •l• •• I 

·-····· ,., .... 
•· , ... J· J\•• I 
P•ll·U •·· ·•··· 11•0· • • t-·U· • I ',., .... , I · 11• • I ...... , •· • •·•J ... I •H ....... ,.,. . ., , . , • . q 
•·ll ·•l ll • ll•U 
I · ll· • J ' I •ll· • J 

.. i • • , ll• U • O 
ll•U•• f l l· I •·•J ••• , .. , ..u ... 
I • •·•J •· •••• \• lt••I ... .... 
l • U • tl ....... 

lf·l)·•J ........ •· ••·•J •· •••• I• ... J II· I·•• ,.zi .. ... •••• 
I · .... ll· J I ·•• •• .... .. . .... 
•· .... •· .. ,. ...... , I • ... , 
•· ••·•1 IJ• ll ·•• 

..,, ... " . I ' '' ... , ... l f·Jl • U 
I • , .... .. . . .. , 

lt·t'·'' •· ' .. , ... .... . .. .. ,. 
, . ., ... •· .. ,. 
I· .... l • U · •t 

ll•l l• U ,. , .... , ..... , .. .... •• •••• ., ...... , 
•· .... I · • ••• 

0 .. .. •• .. 100 

---------------~--

---------

17 

, 



OMMTI 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS ON AIRCRAFT CARRIERS, ESCORT 

-,. -
•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.. 
•• 

•• 

... 
... 
... U .. fllltU \ •IUht l(ltl tllUl tttlf t i tt l • 

•llfU It Uf ... ll H • t C ... ltJlll , rttU llf t t l lf U .. .. , • t•tHUt• tut •uu 0 U H ..... 

18 



CH.UT I l9 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 
ON LARGE AND HEAVY CRUI SERS 

- "otRCU JULY l0 IM O TO ft.ll'IUMY l 0 tt44 

C•h•• t .. P(:lltCf 'fT 0, COMPt..ETI ON .... T'f...r MO MAlllE .... C..,..t ... 
D•t• 0 . 

•• •• •• .. I 00 

LARGE CRUISERS 

• 1. .... : . • 1 · ., • • ' •• I •114 Oua• •· 1·•2 .. ' .... ....... u 11 · t O·t:t ,,. I.,, 
'""""' ~11.11''°'11111. & • Oll t S.ut t •OIO 

•UJ• fO • tCO •O-• Slf$1'LJtOlO 

t .t.•Oa • Ollll WSl'VllOIO 

HEAVY CRUISERS 

l &l ll• Ottt t • U·•I --·•·•J f0$f0111 I • >O• t l • · JO·•t t .&11111 ( 1111 4 .. , ... . ....... 
0\llll lllC.T '•· .... ' 1· • •· ·· '" f$11i ll fl't •· J·•• ' "'""' .. '°4111. •· • • • J ......... 
C.O\.W• elolt 6•U•'IJ l•O• • t 0(' • Olltlt •• , •• J ... ' .. , 
°"''°'" ""' J·•···· ,. ,, .. , 

=" 4&.•••• .. , ... .. ' .•. 
~,,, .. \•I•• •• ... , ... , 

: 
.,.,....__, .... .. .... .. I • •\ 
U. ...... 'OCo(_ .. .... • •• •• •• C• llP 

··· ~··· 
... ...... ..... ~. "' ' ••• ..... • •• '. , . ,.,,, 

11• ' •••• '; ''''''" .. 
t !ltf.,.l lltfOtt ,. •·•l I• •I•••• '"l.l lli'o'(ll •·11·•.t • ; .,, ·•. 
' " >t . . '' -~ . ,. ''· ... •~too ... IJ . ,. .. ' .. • 
C•tl• . '•i·•·. ' · J0 •<11t 

.. o. ""''"'' •1! · 4) ., ....... 
' " lt • C.O 1·1··~ J : . I., .. 
(41)1 .. •••• • ••••••• C•U• ,_ •··· ., .... -
C&.J'9 ... , .... •·tt·•• Cat.ct .. •••• • •••• •• , ... , ••••••• l ·JI· •• ,.,., •· •• •• ...... , 



_, 
CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS ON LIGHT CRUISERS 

- .-oMC• .MK.'Y l, tMO TO ~l,tM4 = .... , ...... POil ,......., .... 

TTNA• u• 
UIHT ClllllS[ llt 

9000TOtlt 

•1'..M•• -... ... ..... •u ­.. .., .. .... 
l"U.-t ..... ---...... 

LIGHT CllUllElll 
10,000 TO• t 

C&.l ..C. t. a• t 
COUMJll& .._,,.. .. ,,. 
M••t• ..... " ............ -· . .. o .. ---·--........... ....... " 
-.C.CITt• ft-DUI.VI II ... ...-.~ •no••• o-u11.._ gr, 

'-'TTU lll OC1; 
••1.w1n o• 
~JIOW'• ... ,, ..... 
~, . ..,., .. 
• te.llU• tM• t 
lft,._MT• . ,,, .. ·-.... , ... , .. ·-... -. -.... .. ~ ..... ,.....,. 
....... 
U..U• ,, ... 
fMJ, ........ tt _,,_ 

-· (4111 , .. , .. ..... ..... ..... ..... ...... 

-.... 
....... .. ., ... ,_,,_,, ......... , ...... 
•· I • U 

...... u ......... ......... 
11-n-• • ........ 

.. ·-·· ........ 
U• l•t f 
I 1 •1t·· ·· · .. ,_,., 
... , ... 
·-··-·· ,_ ~·· ....... 
•· .... .. , ... ........ 
•· ·-·· ,_,,_ .. 
·-· ·-·· ... ,. ... ··- ,_., ....... 
•••••• u- ••• , 

•· ·-·· ....... ... .... 
I • l •l l 
l ·lf-U 

lf•ll••I ....... 
•· ·-·· .. ,. ... ··- ... , .. ., .... ........ 
l ·Jt-•• ·-.... ....... 
". ,_., 
I I • 1· 1 1 ,. , ... ... ... •· ·-·· .. ., ... ........ 
·-·-·· .., ...... ·-.... , .. ..... , 
•· ,_., ... ·-·· 

1.-... N.C• T f1' COMP\.IT'IH 
C.:::- 1-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~""1 . .. .. .. .. . .. 
........ ,., .... , . ...... 
····-·· ,_,,_,, ------------------------------. ....... 
•· , ... .. . . ... ----------------------........ ......... 

.... ..... 

f·ll• O , .... ., 
•· l·•I 

1•-n-0 ,,_,._,, 
• •••••• ••••••• ..... -·· IJ• lt-tl ., ....... 
,_., ._,, , ,._ . .... 
•· .... ........ 
... ·-·· ..,, ... ........ 
a-n-n ·-··-" •· ,_,, 
•· •••• ... ,_,, 
•· .... •• , ... •·· , ... 
,_, .,.,, . ...... ....... . .. , .... , ,_,.,_ .• , 
•· ·-·· ·-,_,, ,,._ ... , 
•· .... . . .... 
,._ . ... .. ·-·· . . .... 
•• . ... ... ·-·· . ... ...... .. ....... ....... .,_ ..... •· ·-·· ....... ... ,_., 
0- ,_., 

20 



CHAllT I 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 
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Chan§• in v .... i. on Rand Sine• June JO, 1940 . 
The nllllber of c<JD'b&tant weael.9 of the Nav7 on March 20 bad 1ncreued 

$89 aince JWl8 JO, 1940 to a total or 972, Theae !:f&uree renect only 

publlol)' announced loaaea . 

Selected Naval. VH .. la on !lllnd, JWl8 )0, 1940 and liar. 20, 1944 
(Dtclwlee i:.nd-I.eaae veeaelJI and Cmwreion11 ) . 

PUbl1o:l7 
On Nn Announced On Net 

f1pe 
Band Compl ... toaeea, Hand 0&1n 

June JO Trane fare, liar. 20 or 
1940 

t i ma 
& Recluei- 1944 LOH 
ti cation.I 

coaeatant vauele 1 

Battleehip 15' 8 1 22 1 
Airor&!t carrier 6 18 4 20 14 
Aircratt carrier, escort 0 85' J9 46 46 
Heavy endear 18 4 6 16 -2 
Ltght; cruiaer 19 17 J JJ 14 
De•troJV 225 25'9 1)0 J5'4 129 
Deatro7sr eecort 0 J76 83 293 293 
Sub11&rin• 100 111 25' 188 88 

Total coaeatant J8J 880 291 972 5'89 

Patrol craft J6 1,409 28J 1,162 1,126 
Mine oratt J6 80J 25'9 580 5'44 
Auxiliaries 1)8 77J 141 770 6J2 
~ding force vasaelJI* 0 1,019 28J 7)6 7J6 

*LsT, LSD, and LCI(L) 

22 



• 23 

An&lpi• of Louu, Leana, Trana/ere, and Reoluei!ieationa 

The following neeela .,,.. publicly &m101111Ced by the NaY7 u loet 

during Marchi b autearines, l destroyer escort .,..sael, l mne neeel, 

and S large lending craft. 1 totll. ot 8l combatant neeele haft bem 

&l'.lllounced a1 lo1t, JJO leaaed, SO tranaterred, and $1 reolaeai!itd t~ 

March 31, 191.b. 

19bb 

Leued or 
ltAtcluai-'1'7Pe ?Mt Trane- Total 

ferredJJ tied 

Ccmi>a tant Veeaela 1 

Battleship l 0 0 l 
Aircraft carrier b 0 0 4 
Aircraft carrier 1 eecort l 38 0 39 
Eeav,- cruiser 6 0 0 6 
Light cruiaer 3 0 0 3 
Dastro111r bl so so lbl 
Destro,.r escort l 83 . 0 84 
SumariJw 2h 9 l 34 

Totll. cambatant 81 180 $1 312 

other Vessels t 
Patrol cratt 61 2l$ 37 )JJ 
ll1lle cral't ~_/ 1.92 ~ 269 
luxiliari•!ttJI 99 2)2 
LBnding er 18 254 18 290 

Totll. other JJO 760 2lla l,l.04 

Grand totll. 211 9bO 26S 1,416 

!/ lhcludee certain we eels eold, returned to owners, or transferred to 
other Ubited States agencies. 

gj Revieed. 

J/ ISD, LST, and LOI(L). 



Production or Naval Ordnance Materiel 

•-~ lllOllthly deliverie11 tor January and February ot the following 

ordnance it- were about SO percent below the average llOl'ltbly rate 

11chedul.ed for 19441 SUrfaoe craft torpedoea, heavy eurface tire guna, 

radar fire cmtrol equipment, and 40nm antiaircraft umunition . 

Deliverie11 of Selected Naval Ordnance ).!ateriel 
(Dloludes De!el'llle Aid and Army Items Procured by the Navy) 

Actual Deliveries, 1944 Scheduled 
DeliveriN It.I January Feb1'11AI7 Total. Jan . (12 Montbe) 

(R.niaed) and Feb. 194ll 
Torpedoes !./ 

Surface craft 251 300 551 6,333 
SUburineff 636 714 l ,3S? 11,532 
Aircraft 2 626 7.39 1,565 6,471 

Surface Fire Guns 
Reavy, 12• & 16•-turret 2 2 4 10 
Mlld111111, 6• & 6•-turret 9 11 20 67 
J.13ht, 4" 22 4 26 in 

Antiairora.ft Guna 
Heavy, 3• & :S•~11d 

barrel 963 661 1, 664 10, 072 
Light, 40m. and 2rr--

mounted barrel 4,691 4, 663 9, 354 54,926 

Fire Control Equipment 
o~ d1reotor 11 316 431 749 6,972 
Radar tire control !J 31 74 105 1,353 
Oun sights, Mk 14 2,196 2,497 4,693 37, 893 . 

A m:n1nj ti on 
Reavy 11urtace tire 4, 973 6 910 11, 943 119, 193 
Medium surface tire 33, JJ6 52:015 85,2JJ 707, 3lJ 
Light aurtace tire 480H 782)1( 1 , 262)1( 8,SlSM 
Antiaircra1't1 

Hll&T)" 624)1( 517"' 1,141"' 8,141"' 
L13ht1 2Qa 41,209M h2,S11M 83, 720K 449, 720ll 

4cm 3, 962» 4,27211 8,234K 92,2)4K 
l~l 46511 317¥ 782v 5 , 782v 

1/ TU.med into store. 
"!/. l!Xoludea ti. British-type torpedo . 

II • 1 000 rounds • I 
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2s 

b &Oti--«t;r et.Joength of the lf&"T 1 lllrine Corpe 1 Md Co&et CJu&rd 

increued from 3,0971440 on l'ebl'IW'J' lS to 3,188,862 on March lS, an in­

creaae ot 91,42Z. TM totel on )larch lS wu ccmpoeed ot 622, 723 regulare, 

2,4911 776 aale reeel'ft•, and 74,363 f-3.e 1'8ffl'ft•· 

Strength ot the Na..al Semo.a 
hbrm.17 lS Md )larch lS 

11&"1' llt.rln• Cout 
came Ouard 

otficere 245, 129* 29, 987 ll,152 
Officer candidate• ll0, 761 8, 970 l,Ol$ 
l!hlieted pereonnel 2,234.49$ 387,JSl lS9.4C2 

Totel' liar. lS 
Total, Feb. lS 

2,S90, 98S 
2,S09.718 

426,308 
41S.92S 

171,569 
171,797 

l)lcreue 81,267 10,383 ~8 
Pereeot iner. 3 .2~ 2.S~ -0.lJ~ 

*Inoluclea 71 669 nureee. 
' 

Tot.el. 

286, 868 
120,7"6 

2,781.248 
3, 188,862 
3.097.440 

91,422 
2 .95~ 

Note 1 Strengths approved by the President a.re 1 
11a..,. ........ . ........... 2,941,SOO by JUnt JO, 1944 
M•"T ••••.•.•••••••••••• • 3,006,000 b;r Dec. 31, 1944 
Karine Corpe • • • • • • • • • • • • 478,000 thru cal. yr. 1944 
Coeet Ouard • .. • .. • • .. .. • 174,000 thru oal. yr . 1944 
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V. MERCHANT SHIPPING 

Qaina and Loeaes, OU.ted Nations 

Frca March l through 26, the l1h1 ted Nations reported construction 

ot 11152,000 dirt , of merchant vessels , while reported loaaH totaled 

2061000 dirt. P'raD December 11 1941 through March 26, 1944, a total of 

36.4 mlll.1.on dwt , were C(l'.Ultructed, u C011P&red nth reported loases of 

lBS million dwt . - a net gain of 17.9 million dirt . 

(Ja1.na and Loeaea of thited Nations• Merchant veaaela 
Reported Dec, i, l9l1l Through Mar. 26, @ 

(000 Dirt.) 

Dec. l , 1941 liar. Total 
Through Feb. Thru Through 

Jm, Jl. , 1944 26th v.r. 26 
G&1na 33,694 1,552 1,152 36,396 Lasses 16,052 210 206 16,470 

Net gain.8 15,642 l,342 944 17,926 

Deliveries by U.S. Shipbuilders 

In llarch, U.S. merchant shipbuilders delivered 136 major-type ves-
' 

27 

aela at 1,504, 733 dirt . , includine 12 nasele for military uae . The 

February deliveries were 122 veaaels at 11 3(,01 416 dirt'., including military 

types. '· 
Vessels Delivered by U.S. l.!erchant Shipxard! 

Febn.iarz md March, 1944 

Type February March 
N\mlber Dirt. llUllber Dirt . 

Dry cargo 99 1,041,359 105 1,105, 642 Tanker 17 272, 711 19 317,624 W.Utary 6 46.375 12 61,467 
Total 122 l,3(,0,416 136 l,50li,733 



CHA.Rf 10 

GAINS AND LOSSES OF MERCHANT OCEAN VESSELS 
AVAILABLE TO THE UNITED NATIONS* 
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DELIVERIES OF SHIPS BY U. S. MERCHANT SHIPBUILDERS 
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TI. 1BVID IJ' Pil\PJCl 1(11 DI SEUIC!l!D 'Ill! JlllJt1S'lllDS 
(87 t.ht . ... Project.a unit ot t.ht - ot t.ht Bl&dc•t) 

)0 

hcillt.lH• !er a.Ut.lon -"- prodact.icn an 1till ~ .. rt­
.... 17 in ._11ucm ot con1tn.01J.on1 produoUon in JU1u&r'J' 19bL ... $0 per­
cent ot final 01pecit7 (Wl'.1ch ii 1cbotclulld !,,.. Janu&r'J' 19/;S)J Cid • con­
ai.cMinble CUl'T'Mt dl!ioit. 1D wppl.J-1 belc- United Nat.1.cma• idlltarT 
re<tu1r-nt., will oontiJIUI unt.11 Jul.7 19bL. 

!'Ill um .. d JrOI,... ot 102 COM,.. ....... 11 bal 'bffn ~d b7 -
oau.1ea, inclu.d:ln& poor .an&g•ant, hM prond upren1in, and will ~\\irt 
until the epring ot 191.&S tar ccmpletion . 

.t..Ut.lcn Ouolinl 

Since the laet ttrtow (roport ot July 19b3) thl oovemmont proc,... tor aYiatim guolin• L'id ca:pcment.11 comprUing 24 pl.enw, ba.s betn anhstaft... t.1&llT incroued in ._cJ.tr and -t. It ii - dN~ed ror an -l'lt ot 6',000 bf.n"ela o! •Yiati<a guoUne per day, 'Which 1• about. l.2 percent ot the total ultioate U.S. pr<>duotim . In both Oonmmont and print. pla.nte, produotion hN leued eerioual.Y b4h.ind .ucc••• ive tONout..I. D\ thl Qcrn.mmnt t&cilit.iu, coau.rc $197 ailllon, no production ot &v1at1cn tl»l occurred until JN!mr'J' J.SW., alt.houah U..ae tacl.Uti" ,..,.. oearl7 all aut.hori.aed 1n the .ar1y •Prinl ot l5lti.2. A a1Jl1l.&r lag in ccapletion ot J)l"inte e.x:pan_siona hu produc.d • detioit 111 supply, b&low the total United Nation• • requirements, "'1.ich will cc:ntinue in 1ubatant.1&1 amount u:i.til the IUW.r cf l9W1. 
111111 . ...,. l'e<l"'-'-U and e1t1Nted procluotion tor the nut t-el.,. months are ccmp&red in thl to11.owing tablt, which •hon aepant.olJ' the toN­cut tor tor•lcn end do1111t1c ..nput. 

1"riod. 

19bL~an. 
-'Pr. 
Julr 
Oct. 

A:ri.at.1.on OUoline - ~· and Prodacticc 
(Orado 100-130, Thounnda or bbl& . per dlJ') 

R.e~• F.o••• ted ,,._,,,,., o•4on 
at 1'ot&l ,.,,...,,.,. ••• tkdted r.•Uona .. 

~7; .J(ll2 li5 2S6 
J'IL 61 JOii 

~77 &97 61 )3S 
S02 sso 6) /,Jl 191iS-ln Qt.r. Kot. •ftil. S91 76 1'57 

• 
1 
9 

Sl 
S6 
6L 
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DI order to reduce the deficit, the total ckm8etic output tor the 
tiret aix montha ot 1944 will 1.nolude about 10 percent ot a lO!fllr grade 
ot tu.el (eradol 98-130) whiob will be 1111ed ~tor training purpoau 
within the United Stataa. 

11eld aw,., • .i- that iapxov ant& in etticien07 Cid econ~ ot 
produot.ioo in ~nt plant. are n•ded· SUch matt.ere u lWlldng ot 
plant& tor conatruction prioritiee, allocation ot teedetook auppl.iea, uid 
tenu ot proouraant oontracta need pointing IQ> through action b;r the 
Petrolelll!I .l.dminiatratcr tor War and the DetanH Suppl.iea Corporation. 

concrete V•a•l• 

'!'be War Project& unit hae re.,_.ded to the ll&rl.tim Coamiaaion that 
it consider the teuibil.ity or di.aeon~ the concrete •hip conatruo­
tion progrem. ftlia prograa nClll' conaiste ot 102 vesaela and ia eatlllated 
to coet about SJ.51 million. Thia 1.ncludee '17 11111.ion tor taoilitiu con­
atruoted at tive new ;yaZ'd8. l!Xpenditur .. to January 1, 1944 on Ude 
program uounted to $120 million. 

Q\ly two sell-propelled ahipe lave bean del.ivered, and thia part ot 
the program will require at leut another :J9&r to ccmplete. other t;ypea 
will be completed b;r the 9lld ot JUne 1944 • 

The unit coat ot the concrete veaeel prog""" haa bean conaiderabl;r 
1.ncreued by poor manq-nt and by cancell&tion ot portion• ot the 
original progl'81:1 • 

Stat1111 and coat ot Concrete Veaael Program - Januarz 1944 

X1nd ot Veanl 
rte l>mpe 

Barg ea (Seil- Light.re Total 
Prooelled) 011 IlrY canro 

Capacity ( Tolll'l) 4,400 5573-600( 5,847 2,000 -
Program Statue 

(No. ot Vessel.a) 
Delivered 2 24 7 - 33 
Uunched 7 6 10 5 28 
Ol wa;ya 9 3 3 4 19 
Not etartad 6 - - 16 22 

Total progl'lllll 24 33 20 25 102 
Eat . comple . date 5-1~5 6-15-44 6-15-44 6-15-44 -

?.at . Coat 'llUllone) 
io Jmiuar;r 191111 928.1 1$6.7 '17·1 p.2 '103 .l 
Total 39.h 61.0 24.1 9,9 134 .4 
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Vll. STOCKPIIE PRCXllWI OF SEIECTED CRITICAL J.ND STRlTmIC llATl!RI.lL 

Ree«Jtl,y the War Production Board adcpi.d a DP policy for •tockpWng 

strategic and critical uteri.al. Jn the tllture, GonmlMl\t atoclcpila cbj•e>-

t1..,.a plus induat17 atocka will be Ht at a w1n1m• ct thN9 llOlltba• NqUire­

msit s or a year•• 1'9<llli~nte leas North AMrican auppl71 wbicha\fer 1a greater. 
There are aet out 1n the f oll.owing table the 191ih ~·, new aupp17 ex­
pected 1n 191ih, and atock le\fela at the beginning or the )'9&r u well aa esti­
mated lnela at t.be year•• end for ten selected coamodit1es. 

StoclcpU. SUpply and ~nta ot Selected Strategic &ild Critlii&teriil9 for 194!& 
Nn Supply- and Stocks 

1941; 
•••d 1n "-rcent ot 191ih a.-·•----- te Itm end ~~ ~T~Q Require-lblit or lla&sure 

ments For- Do- Janu& '7 l. i91.1, Eat. tor •icn mn Total uon. l'T1T"- TO't&. Dec. 31 
tic ate 194!& 

A.ntiloo1l7 (short funs 
recoverable) 36,Soo 55% W.% 99% 62% .37% m 98% 

C&c!::d.1111 (l,oob lbs. I 
metal or ccntent) 9,815 0 90 90 16 20 .36 26 

Chra:d te (metallurgical; 
long tens ot ore) 480,000 88 .3 91 108 Jl 139 130 

Jute (raw; 11 000 lba. ) 180,ooo 15 0 15 66 .34 100 75 
L'ercuey (flu lea of 

76 lbs.) 48,400 33 67 100 140 35 175 175 
Nickel (11 000 lba . ) 214,465 103 0 103 2 7 9 12 
Quarts cr,.stala (radio 

qu&lit7) l,OOO' lba. l ,550 129 0 129 66 32 98 127 
T1n ( IOltal J long tone ) 86,500 14 4li 58 61 JO 91 49 
l\lll8•ten (1)000 lb•. 

contained 19,100 79 52 1)1 U8 26 144 175 
Wool (raw, greaa,. 

basia ; million lba • ) l , 000 45 LJ 86 48 J8 86 74 
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VUI. .t.ORICULTURE AND WAR FOOO Ail.IINIS'IRATION 

FUture production prospects t or •~ toode are not aa ancouracing 

u the llQPPlT 8ituat1on during the l.aet thrH llOlltba u:r have indicated. 

Qt the oth .. hind, IUl'pluna of certain !oode prennt a dittic:ult current 

probl• tar the Yar Food .f.cainilltraticn u 1944 tanning operationa pt 

under wa7. Ullprecedented auppli•• ot •a• and aurplwiH ot potato .. 

nationall.7, u -11 aa of ·~ t:reah vegetable• regionall7 1111d looal.J.7, 
have made apeci&l ettorta nece11ar7 to protect prioaa to !uwara and 

increue con111.1111pt1on to prnent wute. 

Thi March 1 intentiona-to-plant report indicated tdlat rannara will 

plant 13 million more acres or food and feed oropa tlan laat )'1!1&r but alao 

indicated 1<111111 decreuH for potatoes, dried beans and peu, and peanuts. 

For rice, sweat potatoes, ao:ybeana, and augar beet.a, the indicated acre-

ages are appro:d.mtel:r the same u l.aet ;y9&r. Thi proapecta tor acreage 

or the important oil- producing cropa - eo:ybeane and peanut.a - are con­

siderably 111111 than the goale for 1944, but inc:reasee in eupport prices 

for these crope ma:r reeul t in aubetantiall:r larger acreagee than were 

indicated in the March l report . 

Pric•• 

lh mid-l!arch, prices received b;y raimra were lower than a )'1!1&r earlier on all classes of meat ani:mal.e, egg•, oranges, 1100l, and potatoee . Tnick crope and potatoes were lower than in Februar;r. Within the liftetock product group, higher pricH for meat animal•, ae marketing• declined, off­set eeaaonall.7 lower prices for da.1.ey and poultry product.a. The index of prices received b:r fa.era roae !ran l9S in Februaey to 196 in March, :recovering the decline in the pre"1oue month. Tha parit:r index continued to advance' reaching l n on llarch lS. 



Ji'&nl )laoh1rwt7 md Suppliea 

Fanll machiner:r manufacturers are tailing behind flChedult on maey item.a, 1.nclwling planters, disc barrows, ap1lae and spring tooth barrows, and cul­tin.tors. It is now evident that tam machinery production sche<bles will not be met. It no way cen be tound :IJ:nediately to hold and replenish man­power in tam machinery plsnte, actual production is eicpe oted to tall tar behind achedul.e. Scaroi ty ot certain ccnponmt parta, aw:h as bearings, transmieeicns, ll&lJ.eable cast~s, etc., alao contribute to failure to meet production schedules. QOYernment decisions, now in the maldllg, on both manpower and CCllllponents are, 1n ettect, decisions as to bow nearly proO...otion schedules can be met. 

!"am .Labor 

The Bureau or A8ricultural l'.ccrloadcs estimated that 168 000 tner workers were emplo19d on rams 1n March this ;rear thm in 19G.3 . The decline, ho'llln'er, wu not all due to scarcity ot workers; bad weather prevented tield work 1n aome eeotions. 

Crop correspondents reported that JDOst !armers felt concern aa to tlw effect on their labor aituation of reol.aaaification or deterred farm work8re and their prospects for carrying out crop intentions tar 19h4. 

The first or the workers bei lll! recruited in Newfoundland tor placement 1n the Northeastern States, principall;v on da1r;v farms, are expected to arrive in about two -lea. It is hoped that u many as 1,$00 workers can be obtained trom this source . 

As of !Jareb 25, foreign agricul turel wcrkers emplo)'9d 1n tha U.S. under internaticnal agreoments totaled 201216 J!exioans, S,196 ~. and 2,12.3 Jai:ia.icms • 

Food Dilltribution 

Civilian supplisa or moat !coda during the first quarter ot 19h4 b&Tt been at high levels for this seaam ct the year. ])I the Aprll-JUne quarter, supplies or acme important fcocla will be seasonally ualler than 1n the first quarter but u large or larger ttw.n 1n the sam mcntha or 194.3 . Thie will be true or meat, citrua fruits, margarine , lard, ei;gs, fresh wgetablee, and potatoes. 

Because the 'tfar Food Adal.1niatrat1on can continue to draw upon p.resent atoclcs or butter, the manutacturera are being required to set aside cnJ.;r 10 percent of their output for Government purchua during April, OQlllp&red with .30 percent 1n April lut ,war. ill ot the butter sat aside will bt purchased by the U .s. &11119d toroea and war HM1.cts . FollCJWing th• poli07 eatabli1had last ,war, tbs GovernlW'lt will continue to ~ 111oet or the but-



JS 

ter needed !or the year during the spring and aumer months when production ie hi8heet. Becauae at thie pol107 l.ut year it wu poeeible to dieccm­tinue Government purchase ot butter !rom Sept.mer JO to April l. 
To klllep war-1Jrlportant corn proceaeing pants running, the war Food Adlllin1atrat1on tound it necessary, Karch 24, to require country and tenoi n&l elevators in heavy corn- producing counties to set &aide JS percent o! their etocka and tuture receipts, ()l April l the order wu amended to require (I;) percent at future receipt• to be set aaid•. Corn proceaeor• require about 11 million buahele at com a month. Thia ie only a aall part ot the total euppl;r, but 'll'it.hout thia quantity the production o! maiv im:portm t war product•, including core binders !or !oundriea, special moulds tor caatinge, nitro starch !or explosives, adhesive• !or shipping oontainera, and starch !or the manufacture ot textiles and paper products could not be continued. 

The unusually heavy supply of eggs 11'111 continue to be a major probla tor the next six weelal , Tiro programs are now in operati on tor the purchase ot shell eggs to support price• to tamers - a national carlot purchase program and a program operating o~ in the South in lfhich purchases are made in lots ot ten cases or more . Under these two progr._ the War Food Administration has purchased in shell eggs, and the equivalent in the !om ot dried eggs, approxiDBtely 12 12$01000 cases during the period !rem Janu­ary 1 through Karch Jl. Part of the shell eggs have been uaed in the school lunch program and various Federal and State inatitutione. Greater consumption is being pushed nationally, uaing all availabl.e resources tor reaching civilians . 
,. 

Govemment help wu still needed during ).!arch to move last !all • s crop ot potatoes . At the request ot the War Food Aaninilltration and the potato industry, ICC and ODT isaued an embargo on tha uae ot refrigerator care tor shipping low-grade potatoes frClll the heavy producing areaa, and a diversion progr am was set up to make use of the low-grade potatoes . These are being moved to sugar-beet plants !or dehydration and uae in the industrial alco­hol program. Purchases are continuing tor diversion to starch manufacture, as well ae tor the Army and !or relief uses . 

More lard has been produced than can be packaged, stored, or shipped tor edible uaes , SOap manufacturers nre pC'lllitted to purchase up to SO mil­l ion pounds during llarch tor soap making, and restrictions on civilian ueee ot glycerine have been litted. il.ao, upon the recoanendation of the War Food Aantn1etrat1on, lard was removed !ran the rationing list !or the months ot Karch and April. 

At the request of the War Food Aaninietration, point valuee on all fro .. .n ,,...,<C+.- ·~~ ___ ... ,..~"t - - • -



n. WAR HOO!IDIG 

Publlcl,z P'in&nced 

To MUcb 1, 19411 a total ot J2,) billion hu been made available 

tcr the cocwtruct1on ot public war-bowl~ project. . 

])>eluding the Hes. Ollnere • Lo&o Corporation COl'!Vereion program, to 

llarch 1 a total ot 799,927 turl.J.7 cbnlll1ng \U\ite , dorllitol'iae tor single 

pereone, and trailere haft been proguowd, ot which 676,4111 or SS per­

cent have bean completed. 

HOLC 
Nn Construction Conver-

Ii one Total 
~ Dormi- stop-Gap ~ frOil'O 

°""l.liog tori&• and Total °"" l.l.1qj: 
Ohita Tr&ilere Ullita 

Completed LS3,101 1$0,189 so,963 6S4,2S3 22,188 676,4111 
under conetructiCll'\ ss,2so 9,6JJ L,106 68,969 17 , 478 86,4117 !lot started ll.491 1 ,910 8,629 22,0)0 lS.009 37,039 . 

Total Sl9,Bli2 161, 712 63,698 74$,2$2 S4,67S 799,927 

Prlvateq F1n.&nced 

Dl addition to the public war-boueing progrui, Title vr ot the 

National Housing Act provides for ineurance by the Federal Houa1ng Admin­

ietrati<11 on llO?'tgagea, not to exceed IJ. .6 billion in the aggregate, en 

houses des13ned tor the uee ot war worlatre. To llarcb l, a total ot 
J20, 234 morteagea on pl'1 vately tiNnced war houe1ng i..,.. been accepted 

tor 1.Murance and 293,719 nn hem• haw bean atarted • .t.ppJ'Old.a~ 

396,JOO dwotl.liog unite can be 1neured under availeble tund8 . 



X. WlR Fl?WICES 

Ex;pendituree 

Bq>anditu.Hs tor war purpoeee chriJlg Ylrch •re 17 .9 billlon or at 
en annual rate or 192.1 billlon. The total tor the tiret nine montbe of 
F.Y. 1944 wae 166.S billlon - - 72 percent ot the eatim&te of $92 billion 
tor tho fiscal ;year. 

llOnthly rate 
Adjusted annual rate 

Appropriations 

9- llonth Average 
hb. March tor F.Y. 1944 

cii1111ona) 
$7 . 8 17 . 9 $7.li 97.7 92 .1 88.6 

Appropriations, other Congreasion&l authorhat1ona, and commitments 

37 

ot Qovenment corporations tor war purposee 1nc1'9Ued 1300 llillion in llarch 
t o a t otal ot $346.9 billion. Net expenditures against tbia amounted to 
$176.S billion. There waa a decrease or $167 million in tho estimate or 
appropriations required after J.me 1944 to oomplete the N&V7 shipbuilding 
prog1Ci. 

Appropriations and Expenditures! F.Y. 1941 Throu.gh Ill.rob or F .Y.1944 Billlone) 
Aoorot1r1.ationa t.t Authorizationa tu.res F.Y. 1911J. Thru F.I. Total F ,y. 1941 Thru F.Y. 194~ 1944 March 1944 

War $126.6 $$9.0 $18$.6 $ 96.8 Navy 47.S 28. 6 76.1 $0.9 llaritim CO!llldasion u.o .03 u .o 6 .9 Govt. Corpna . (commit.) 19.9 2.7 22 .6 7,8 other 32 . 7 3.7 36.4 14 .1 Est. approp. required 
beyond F.Y. 1944 for 
completion ot Navy - - 1$.2 -Total 1237. 7 $94.0 1346.9 $176.S 
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* RECEIPTS, EXPENDITURES AND PUBLIC DEBT 
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XI. l!Ca!CllIC STABILIZlTI<:ti PROOIWI 

a.coenit1on of tJw geMral. acco,.>H•i-nta of the atabUiaation 

program ....ic.1 more probable C<q;rHB1onal extene1on of the l!lllergency 

Price Control J.ot (expir1l'lg J\ln8 JO), with~ crlppllng -dmmta 

deep1te tm joclce)1Jlg of labor, buaiDlu, and agriculture. 

39 

Price• - C09t-of- li:n1 The coat of lbing 1l'U redaced 0 .3 peromt 
bet11Mii J-1'7 l5 an l"9bl'IJIU7 lS to a lawl al.igb~ bel.olr laat J.pril 
1lban tJw Preai.dmt•a •bo1d- tm-11M• order wu 1Bauac!... Control over food 
price• i• ahowi.ng good reault•J unuaual.17 large 1111pplla1 of certain vege­
tables md tll8 eatabllahmnt of oomwiit;y oeillnga on pr oduce in man7 
localitiae ban been helpful. 

Pricu -- faiw1 Pr1cea receiftd by fUMn increued O.S percent and 
prices pe:id, o.6 percent in the llOrtth ending March 15. Pricu received 
by farmra nCllF average 111 percent ot paritT. Farm real eatate val.uee 
bt.ve omt.1.nued to r1Be sh&rpl;r during t.be put ,ear, w1tb an increue or 
15 percent reported for the countey u a whole. The number of aalu haa 
been Ji4her than in BDY' other ,ear on record, even higher than in 1919. 
The feTer of rural land intlaticn baa reached a point of da~er in maey 
important agricultural areaa, according to the Secretaey ot J.grioulture. 

~ea: The united Steel Workers have presented their cue tor a 17¢ an 
. ur 11Bge increue before a War Labor Board panel. Steal companiee will 
be heard beginning April 11. war Ubar Board Cha:1rDan Davi.I , in teat.1-
llOl'I)' before the Senate Banldng and Currency Ccmllittea, stated that there 
1a no intent to ccma to Calgrasa for an increase in the Little steel ,.ard­
atick unleae the toed subaiey prcgra 1a abollahed. 

Taxes: The House W~ and MeaM CClllllittee, according to repcrta, baa 
reacli9d aubatanti&l agreement on a plan for aimplitication cf the individ-
1.l&l incane tax. Withholding 110uld be increaaed to conr the .f'ull tax 
liability on salaries and wages rather than the first bracket only. 

War Bonde: Net salea (total aalae leH redemptions) of war aavinga bonds 
1D Ilardi totaled t4h1 million, lowHt tor &l'.17 month since Pearl Barbor, 
aa redemption• reached a new h1.gh-$268 mllllon. March incc:ae tax pa,,_,ta 
and •over-b1¢ng• in the Fourth War loan nre c:lrl.etl;r reaponaibl.e. A goal 
of $16 billion - 16 billion uaigned to indiTidual• - hu bean eatabllahad 
tor the Fifth War ~ to at.art June l2 &rd run through JUl;r 8. 
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XII • lllNPalER 

b month ot February •bond tu:rt.i.r decline• in the total labor 

toroe end the nud:>ere ot peraon11 empl.079d, while the nuaber UMaPlO,-d 

dropped 200, 000. !!mplo,.. eeparatione in Jll'.lu&ry again exceeded acoe1-

aic:N to manufacturing payroll• . Ablentffiaa 1n important war plan ta ._. 

lonr 1n January than 1n Deember. The local character ot unpoqr abort.­

ages wu h1.gblighted with a further 1noreua in both the IJ\lllber ot areu 

ot aouta labor shortage and ot labor surplua. Inductiona into t he &JWd 

toroes ere aftraging 100, 000 per month t .... r than calla , Food production 

goals tor 19lili Will require a substantial increue in eeaacnal agrioul­

tural enplo,-nt oHr 1943. Stribs mmbered ab<lUt the a•e in F8bruary 

aa in January, al though man-da;ya lost were aubetanti&llj' lower in Febru&lT. 

Labar Force md Dmplo,_nt 

Dl Febl:'lary, the labor torce declined to a nn low ot 5)..1 million 
fran $1.5 in January. Total anploymant declined trom $0.4 to $0.2 million, and wiemplo,..nt deol.iDed trom 1,100,000 to 900,000, the level ot the last quarter ot 1943. The nuaber ot ml.ee ·in the labor torce declined to 34.5 million, ae c011pared with 36.6 1111llion in F8bruary 1943 and 40 .2 million in F8bru&ry 1942. The number ot 'llOllBn in the labor Corea, 16.6 million, waa at the same level aa a 19ar ago and 2 . 4 million higher than in Febru­ary 1942. 

Prelildn&ry estillates or mc1utaoturing aaplo,_it tor February indicate a further decline trom the levels or the last quarter ot 1943 • There nre r. lJ,$76, 000 wage-earnere in manutacturing aplo~t in February. More thml halt ot the January-February decline in factory wage-earner eq>loJlllClt wu in the tr-portation equii-nt group. SiM&blo deol.1Jws nre alao reported in ohcical, machinery, and iron and steel industriu, mainly aa the result ot production •eut- backa• or ahitte in product.ioo eohadules . 

~ Tarnoorer and A.baenteeia 

Since NOYaber, the rate ot acceseiOIUI in mamitaoturing induatriN bu oontinued to tall below the rate or eeparaticna, reversing a trend charac­tariatic ot 19ii2 end 1943 . Dl January 19lili, total Mpar&tiOIUI aftZ'lpd 



' 

6. 66 per 100 empl07M9 and acoeaaiona, 6.37, 'l'h9H -.T be cmpared with a eepe.ration rate ot 7.ll and an acoeHiCll rate ot 8.28 in Jan11&17 19b3. Sepe.ration rate• in Janll&r)' 1944 rm1ged troa 2.64 in petroleum reftneriH to l3 • 70 in -ll an11 and amuniticn plmte. 

Rate• ot abaenteeia in war 1.n&.18trie• uerapd 6. 7 in Janu&lT - a eb&rp clecllna troa the Deomber aftr'age ot 8 .6. TM bigheet rate (10.7) wae reported in bituminoua coal and the naxt 1118he•t rate (9.6) in ~:r­cial •hl.PJU'de. 

Houre and Earning• 

llollH ot work in manutacturing induetriea in the m.id-k ot Jaw&l'7 1944 aftn&ed 45.l, u compared 11'1.th 44.8 in Dec.ber and 4S.S in NO'Tember. Avena• hourl7 eam:l.nga roH to one dollar tran 99 .S cente in tbeea 111011thll . ll'••kl7 earning• aftraged 14S.1S as canpared With t44.S8 in December and $45.32 in NOV91ber. These changes chieny renected the reclllct.ion in ab8entee:l.aa tran December to January, noted aboft. 

A• a reeult ot mclinH in emplo,_it, deepite the ri .. in average houre worked per worm' total llllUl-bou.rs 'WOrbd in tactori•• declined S.B m1ll1on traa the mid-k ot Deoember to tba mid-week ot January. 

!!anpowr Short.age• 

Despite out-back:e in certain lines or production, manpower demands tor 'lt'8.r productiCll and the armed torces have become 1ntene1!1ed. A.I ot March l, the nllllber ot acute labor ebortage areaa increued trom 68 to 72 . The in­creue is attributable mainly tc the greater attention now being paid to the needs ot critical war plants in mml.l areu. 'ttw region• ot greatest concentration ot labor shortage areu are the l!iddle Westem states border­ing the Great I.Ues, the Southeast, and the 'lreet eoaet. 

Wing or the labor market in other areas was reflected in a decline in the nuaber or areas anticipating a labor abort.age and an increaH in the nllllber o! areu ot labor aurplua. l!IDployere in 133 areu are now eubject to the 48-hour minimum work week. 

Inductions into the amed toroee haft tallen •18n1!1e&nt.ly below calla set by the seM'icee, and detenmnte ot ;young •n in eHential induetriee and agriculture are now be~ renewed. Selective SerTice S:y11t.n report. show that calla by the amed forcee have exceeded inductione by an aft?'age ot 100, 000 per llOlltb eince October 1943. The new War Manpower Comadesion da!erment e<maittee 1• now eatabliehl.ng occ~tional de!enmnt quotu ot _.. under 26 19ars o! age !or aeleoted important war activitiee. 

A recent •tw:IT ol the ~ ot Agricultural Eooncmic1 indicates that 14.S million person.a wornd in agriculture during the calendar :y-.r 1943. J.!ore tlw.n &5 peroent o! all tarm work was performed by tul.1-tim worlmreJ 
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othere worlmd onl7 abort periodaJ & total ot 20 to 2S billi011 houn waa required to tum out lut year•• reocrd procluotian ot tood md tiber . Tlw W&r Food A<illinUtr&tian eatim.te• th&t the 1944 toocl prodllction gO&le will require 72 ail.lion JDOre un-dqll ot work than wre required tor 1943 pro­"1ct1<11. 'n»•• ~nta will place a hNTY •train on the regular tana labor eupp13 even with euppl-t&tion tro• howsnine, etudenta, older mn, prieonera ot ar, 1.mported l&bor, &nd put-time work ot perea:ie regularq 
engac•d in nan--crtcultural. parauita. 

Strilale 

Prelim1.n&17 estimates ahoir ))0 •trlkee started during Febru&I7, imrolv­ing llS,000 workere. ~ loet trca &ll etrlkae totaled 470, 000 tor the manth, &e compued with 62S,ooo ~ lost in January. The mmbere ot new etrikee and worlaera involved in February were &pp.roxi.m&tely the 
·- &8 in J&nu&ry. 



XIII . .lDKINISTRATIVE DEVELOPMENTS 

' There wu little or no progreas l1lr1ng lllrch in dealing with the 
growin& adllliniatratiw problem ot coordinating proceaees and activities 
ot war agencie• and departmmte at tht operetine 1"91. tJnitied action 
18 needed, tar example, among the procuring agencies, the Joint Contract 
Termination Board, the Surplua war Propert,.. Adminiatration, the War 
Production Board, and the OUice ot Price Adm1n1atration to diepoee ot 
eurplua property, to reabsorb rn materials and producer goods into 
industry, and to make consumer geode available tor the public aa con-
tracts are tendnated and as war propert7 1e declared eurplua . 

81 m11 erly, cloH working relationehipe between the procuring agen­
cies, the war Production Board, and the Office ot Price A<hinietration 
a.re needed tor reconversion ot 1.nduatry aa tacilitiee and labor are 
available. In the same fashion Within the WPB, the mechania tor hand-

ling np operating issues ot reconversion 1188 ,.-et to be aet up. 

In all these areas, the need tor team work baaed upon recogniHd 
responsibilities and well understood procedures waa clear. The newness 
of the task alone llBS mough to cause del.Al.y in devising llBYS and means 
ot doing it, end the dstemdnation in tha 118r agenciea end departments 
to get together in organising to -t nP econClldc probl.,. waa not 19t 
strong enough to overcane underl.yine ditterences ot opinion aa to i_. 

and bT whom thoae probl- should be solved. 



otfic• or Price 4dmini•tration 

A revieed procedure tor WPB certilication to OP4 ot price probl­belined to be inwlved in production -.s agrMd to b:y the two agencies and apprOYed by the ottice ot Economic Stabilization. The ottioe ot Price Adminietration was receiving the cooperation ot the Secret Service in canbating counterfeiting and or the Alcohol Tax thit in dealing with thl black m.arlmt in liquor. 

ottice or lrar Dlto~tion 

Changee in the overseas Branch or the Oil nre made in 1111 effort to provide stronger central control over pol107 and operations . These in­cluded additional supervisory poeitions in tbe lrubingtoo ottice and the creation ot boards ot review in both Waahingtoo and New York. 

State llep&r*-it 

The Department cootinues to have clitticulty recruiting stat! to carry out the reorganisation or January lS. F.apeoially Hrioua is its inability to till top positions in the Personnel and Admilll.strative 1.11.n­agemant Diruions. r.:eantime an adminilltrative survey canmittee is making sane progreH in carrying the intention.a ot the reorgani&ation to tbe lawer operating lnele. Major clarifications ot !Unctions and intra­agency relaticns are badl,y needed, especially in regard to the ot'ticea ot Public In.t'ormation, gpecial Political Ut'aire, and Economic A.tt&ira . 
Encouraging progress has bean made toward establishing an inter­depart.mental committee o~ economic foreign policy to obtain conaisteney among various aspects ot economic forei8n policy and between foreign Md domestic policies. The initiative on this has ca:ie troc the Ottice ot Economic Affairs. It should lead to greater coordination within the Department as well as between the Department and other aganciee. 

Uaieon relations between State and FT.\ remain cai!'u.aed due to lack of clear definition ot reepon.sibilities in both agenciee. 

Foreign Bconanic AdmiJlietration 

Dl the course of the hearings on the 1945 budget, it waa apparent tlat FFA •till euttera !rem inadequate top direction. .le a relUlt, the major unite in the aganoy are still pulling and hauling tor power, the programe are not going ahead tull speed, and liaison relationa With the Department ot' state remain un1ettled. The Adminietrator las taUn acme preliminary steps to implement the Interdepartmental Coami ttee report on the nalcneues or !and- Lease reporting and hae launched a general stud;y ot the statistical and accounting proceduree within the FF.A. . 



1'18 HO ... e Poreip U!ai:ra Ccal1ttM reported f&Yorabl.Jr en the exteneion or tlw I.end-taue .Let tor one ,..ar, &nd t lw FU had a bill introduced whioh would extend ti. Export Control .Lat one ,.ar. 

Offio• at the Coordin&tor or Dlt•r-.lmerican .l!!&ire 

LS 

Tlw CIU. bu been e~rienaillg contin\Wlg d1t!1cult1ee in obtaining polioy clearances and directine fl'<lll the Depa."-lt or State. il though th:ie situation h&a illpro'Hd soll8Wh&t under the reYieed organiaatian ot thl Depo.rta.lt or State, 1 t still repreeente a major opereting prob1-!or tlw Coordinator•• otrice. 
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