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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 11, 1942.
MFMORANDUM FOR QEEHE}HHE?AR BU@B(/

I am greatly interested in your
report of March ninth and I am returning 1t
herewlth for your confidential file. 1
think the whole thing shoulc be pushed
not only in regard to development, but also
with due regard to time. This is very mueh
of the essence. I have no objection to turn-
ing over future progress to the War Depart-
ment on condition that you yourself are
certaln that the Yar Department has made

all adequate provisicn for absolute secrecy.

F.D.He



From the Office of
V. BUSH

ril 3, 19i2.
a B
1

These are films of the "amphibious jeep".
I think the President, when he has a mament
to relax, may enjoy seeins them. Thev are con-
fidential, of course, but not extremely so, for
the vehicle itself has been seen on the road
and there was a brief statement about it re-
leased by the Armv.

Mr. Forster:

This is one of the fastest jobs on record.
My group were turned loose on it about Decem—
ber 10, and by March 10 we had a finished
vehicle on test, and it is now under production.

One would expect that, when a jeep is made
to swim, it would become a poor land vehicle.
Quite the contrary, the amphibious jeep out-
peforms the ordinary jeep on land. Also it
does well in surf, as the film shows.

Uses are of course being held closely
confidential. Please tell the President,
however, that the British Commandos know all
about it, and are following it closely.

My group of ensineers is now busy makine
other things swim. -

——



Mr, Forster:

The ncanmpanying memorand um
is in reply to the memorandum from
the President to me of yesserday,
reading "Do you have tha\mnne;r?".



June 24, 1942,

MEMORANDUM F(R THE PRESIDENT:

We have the meney. The
Army plans to use available funds
to be later replaced,

Arthur Compton has plenty
of reason for being eéxcited, but
like many a scientist is not noted
for staying in channels, He is
getting results, however, and I
hope he gets them fast enough,

V4

V. Bush,

Frarkliir T, Foosevelf LiLrary

DECLACSITIED AT 1o
Dinectes, 2-12-70
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June n' 1942.

wEQIP ST

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. VANNEVAR BUBH:

Do you have the money?

F.D.R.

Copy of the Vice Presldent's letter attached
for our files, original sent with telegram
from Arthur H. Compton to- the Viee President
"l suspect Bush is having trouble getting
sultable financing of work we have discusszed.
Have strong evidence Germans will have this
weapon ready for use in 19437 If we are not
similarly ready this woulo mean disaster.
Can see no safety from this threat short of
all out effort to develop counter measures.
Please check with Bush to ensure making such
effort possible." from Pittsburgh, Penna.



June 20, 1942

The Pregident
The White House

Dear Mr, President:
You might take the enclozed wire from

Arthur Compton into aceount along with the
report submitted to you by Vannevar Bush and
eigned by myeelf and the Secretary of War,

Regpectfully yours,

He Ae Wallace



o el s I ?5- 2

g THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 11, 1942,
o o

MENORANDUM FOR BR. VANNEVAR BUSH:

I do met Shink I have replied
$o yours of June 19%h in relation %o the

I wholly
patent “I’lrni poliey. Approve your

I falked with Xr, Churehill in
regard So this wvhole matter and we are

in complete
riblni

franklin D. Roosevelt Library

| PFRLACCIFIED

2, FDRL
A
ﬁﬁ"’ |;__ J‘ _-/./‘f?'c
i O
R



PeF S~ Gy

Wmmmmm
OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
1530 P STREET NW.
g o WASHINGTON, D. C.
" June 19, 1942.

- | Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
The President, Fike ]|

The White House, 'EBL“‘ SSIFIED x ’
Washington, D.C, AEC & Dweelov, FIRL

Dear Mr. President: 2B LR

The program of very confidential nature which you initialled
on the seventeenth is now being put into effect. In accord with
our poliey, I am informing the British of our technical and orga-
nizational plans, and they will presently send to me the program
which they are just now conmsidering. I feel sure these two plans
will fit together adequately.

In this connection I have occasicnally been eonsulted by the
British concerning after-the-war relationships on this matter, and
my reply has always been that you will presumably discuss these
with Mr. Churchill. These relationships may be of exceedingly
great Iimportance, for ocne thing because of the power production
aspects,

On one point, however, I would like to be in a position to
give a reply. The Canadians are considering quietly purchasing
the principal ore source in Canada so that it'will be under their

- government control. The British seem to approve this move, but
ask our reactions. I am ineclined to encourage them to go ahead,
with the thought that international relationships will be more
readily hendled if control of the matter is in government hands.
Do you wish me to indicate that such a step would be considered
appropriate?

With this same thought in mind, I am providing for adequate
records of our research on the basis of which patents can later
be prepared, and I intend to see to it, so far as possible, that
these are assigned outright to the United States Government. Un-
fortunately, complete patent control mey not be possible in this
way, but sufficient may be obtained sc that the method could not
be applied in peace time except under government license.

Otherwise, I will take steps on control of the matter, or on
international relationships concerning it, only as you may direct.

Respeotfully 3

. Bush,
Director.
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December ”’ 19‘21

Dear Van:i-

1 bave yours of December sixteeamth with
postacript of December twenty-third in regard to
the special project. I will approve the recom-
mendations.

Please send me a memorandum as to how
you think I should approach the Budget in asking
for the appropriatiaon.

I am returning your folder and letter
duly sesaled.

Always sincerely,



Ay snsgnad g e el tirnsd 5
L. gl oo it~ g ety sts i,

0ffice for Emergency Munagement g/.-/ f" =
OFFICE OF SCIENTTFIC RESEAHCH AND DEVELOPMENT
1530 P street KW
Washington, D.C.

Pabruery 2, 1343

The President,
The White House,
- Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

This memorandum i=s in response to your note
of December twenty-eighth, in which you uask thet T
Ind eeTe T Tor ETIM T bropriately. approcch the
Buiget in connection with the special program which
you authorized at that time.

My suggestion 1a that you direct the pAmay to
include the matter with its other reyuests for ap-
rropriation as a contingent percentuge for reserves
for one of the larper items. No detsiled justifica-
tion would be submitted, but a general juatification
could be made confidentislly to the Chairman of esch
Avpropriation Committee and to the Director of the
Buresu of the Budget.

If you wish the matter handled in this wy,
T will be glad to so inform the appropriate ofMicers

in the Army.
Respectfully yours,
{Signed) v, HISH
V. Bush,
e Director.
. B. ;
{'I.K. I




V. BUSH February 2, 19.4L3.

Mr. Forster:

If this is what the Presi-
dent wants, and I think it is,
I'll see that it gets done. The
Army 1s agreeable to doing it
this way. I Judge the President
will probably initial and return
my note, so that I will have de-

finite instructions to proceed.

27"

V. Bush.
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REMIND MR. HOPKINS TO SPEAK TO

GENERAL SOMERVELL ON THIS
HEXT THREE OR FOUR DAXYS

2/19/43.
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Prasident of tha Tnited “tataes

Unmmbered @bmnr}r 16, 1943,
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Prime lMinister to Mister Warry Hopkins personal and -
fsipned Irime),

Do you remember our conversation about that vary secrat
matter we called "Tube Alluya" which you told me would be put
right as soon as the President rot home? T shonld be very rreteful
T'or some news sbout this, as at present the inerican War Depertment
is asking us to kes

p them informed of our experiments whils re-
fusing althomether eny informetion rbout theirs.

FRI'E

by




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON ‘_\UJ

April 2, 1943

| 5 |
i PS kU'U;ﬂJ_ﬁ.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT °

I suppose thie is self-

explanatory to you.

MHM



VANMNEWYAR BUSH
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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
153 P STREET NW.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
March 31, 1943.

Mr. Marvin H. McIntyre,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, MoIntyre:

When I lunched with the President last Wednesday
he inguired oconcerning a military establishment in the
State of Washington. It appears that one of the Senators
from Washington had taken up with him the question of
whether this establishment would not unduly interfere with
agricultural efforts Iin the region. At the time I &4 not
know all the facts, and I hence told the President that I
would look it up.

I find that the establishment in question, whioch
is near Pasco, is indeed one connected with a development
that I have had something to do with. Acocordingly, I
discussed the entire affair with the Army engineers in-
volved and examined particularly into the gquestion of
interference with crops. I came to the definite personal
conolusion that every care has been used to render this
interference minimum.

A very oareful search was made before choosing
the site. No other site in the entire country could be
found that combined the rather strict needs of this pro-
Jeet for power, water, and isoclation. A representative
of the Department of Agriculture looked over the site
with the Army representatives and stated that he lmew of
no other site where less damage would be done to agriocul-
ture in view of the needs., The extent of the tract
cocupied and the general arrangements have been based
on the recommendations of engineers that I consider highly
competent, and I believe thelr stated requirements are
essentlal for the best suoccess of the effort and could
not safely be decreasad.



I also rind that definite steps have been taken
to lnsure that this year's crops will be taken off ex-
cept where the area is actually in use, and the used
area will be a small part of the tract. The efforts to
keep the interference with agriculture in the region at
an absolute minimum consistent with Army needs seem to
me to have been handled with every ineclination to pro-
teot the agricultural effort as far as possible.

I think that the President did not wish me to do
anything further than to examine into the situation in-
dependently and form an opinion as to whether it was be-
ing well handled. This I have done with the above con-
clusions. If, however, there is anything further he
would care to have me do in this connection, you will
of course let me know,.

Cordially yours,

V. Bush,
Director.









Miss Tully - '
" I believe this is a matter for consideration

by Dr. Vannevar Bush, Director of the Office of
Sclentific Research and Development.

¥.C. L.
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THE WHITE HOusE
WASHINGTON

July 14, 194z,

MEMORANDUM FoR
HON. HARRY HOPKINS:

Yhat should I do about this
and the renly to Churehili'a wire?

F‘D.PI-I

Ltr. 6-10-41, from Harry Hookinas to
Dr, Vannevar Bush, Carnepie Institutiun,
1530 P 8¢t N.%W., re discussion with the

The -atre £l 5f.?-y¢.f/am 2 !V';-’éém
S e Plne werl B KD, G ek,

- J:u? ; :/
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR
MISS GRACE TULLY

The President has
read this and it can now

be filed.

H.L.H,

Enel.

file from

Ir. V. Bush re
tube alloys
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WASHINGTON

March 9, 1948,

MEMORANDUM FOR
DR, VANNEVAR DUBH:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION,

: "F.D.R."P,D.R,

* of

Copy/Confidential memorardum, 2/12/45, re
Utilization of Scientific Manpower, from Mrs.
Roosevelt, which discusses the unwarranted
usurpation of manpower by the National Research
Defense Committee and the Office of Scientifie
Research and Development and the use of that
power to protect the pecuniary interests of
individual scientists at the expense of the war
effort; mentions partioularly the loss of the
services of men in the Kinesweeping Section (620)
of the Bureau of Ships.
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1530 P STREET NW.
The President, [ #rankiin p, Rese brary
Thewwl:ljifa House, = BEGLF{Q;HEF b
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Dear Mr. Presaident: 2-,a-72

Fursuant to your instructions contained in your
letter of July twentieth, I have proceeded to arrange
for further interchange with the British on the subject
of tubealloy.

This matter was, in fact, raised by the Prime
Minister while I was in London and there were confer-
ences there in which Secretary Stimson rarticipated. In
response to your cable to the Frime Minister, sSir John
Anderson arrived in this country this week and there have
been further conversations here, We asked him to indi-
cate definitely the wey in which the present American
poliey should be altered or supplemented in order to pro-
vide for interchange as desired by the British, and he
has done so in a letter, a copy of which I encloss. I
have replied to this, and enclose a copy of my reply, the
substance of which hes been approved by Secretary Stimson
and General Marshall, Unfortunately, lir. Wallace has been
out of the city thie week so that I could not consult him,
but I feel sure that he will also approve the arrangements,
I have alsc informed the members of the Military Committee
on this subject, General Styer and Admiral Purnell, of
developments. Finally, I enclose & copy of a brief let-
ter dated August 6, in which Sir John Anderson indicates
that our agreement is satisfectory to him.

In my opinion this exchange of letters rrovides
adequately for appropriate interchange, with due regard
to the meintenance of security, and with the object of
providing the Eritish with all of the information which
they can utilize in this connection in the prosecution
of the war, in return for the benefit of the delibera-
tions of their own scientific and technical groups.

Sir John Anderson hes now written me a further let-
ter concerning details of interchange, but I feel this
should go before the Combined Policy Conmittee as socon
as it is formed.



You will note that my reply gave no comments con-
cerning the first four points, which are matters of broad
international agreement. I understand that the Frime
Minister has advised Secretary Stimson of these sugges-
tions. There has, of course, been some discussion of
these during the course of my consultations, and T havs
encountered some strong opinions concerning them, but
You will undocubtedly wisgh to consult on this broad as-
pect of the matter directly rather than through ms,

I have attempted to bring about the extended angd
T'enewed interchange which you desire, in an eppropriate
end effesctive manner, without introducing any step which
could be regarded as elther improper or improvident, our
thought has been gulded by the convioction that all steps
taken at this time should be solely for ths purpose of
winning the war at the earliest possible moment. I trust
you will feel that this attempt has been successful, and
that we may have your further instructions,

At your convenience T shall of course be happy to
report to you upon other Bspects of my recent journey.

Respectfully yours,

i

V. Bush,
Direotor,

rrt LeolElED
[;?f:: A IED:H*?* TIRC

2-12-7°
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ERITISH @
WASHINGTON, D.cC.

e 6th August, 1943,

My dear Dr. Bush,

Thank you sc much for your letter of the 6th
august which is entirely setisfactory from my point
of 715”!

I am of courses quite ready to make the small
amendment which you suggest in the first clause orf the
draft asgreement, and T am now Proposing to submit the
draft, with this elteration, to the Prime !Hinister for
his consideration. T assume therefore that you will
similarly submit it to the President.

A8 regerds the point made regarding the inter-
pretation of sub-paragraph (b) in the 5th clause of the
draft, I agree, of course, that it will not be for tha
combined Tolicy Committee to interfere with the control
of the imerican programme by the Corps of ingineers of
the United States Army. iy thought is that the members
of the combined Policy Committee should have such infor-
mation &s may be Necessary to snable all of us to be
gatisfied that we are making the greatest possi®le con-
tribution towards bringing the project to fruitien at
the sarliest possible moment.

I am afraid that, owing to the short notice which
it was possible to give of my visit, you have been put
to ccnziderable inconvenience, and I am moat grateful to
you for the great treouble you have taken to round the
matter off in the limited time which I have been able to
spend here. :

Ly visit has given me great pleasure personally
and I hope we may mest again soon,

Yours very sincerely,
(signed) JOEN ANDERSON
Dr. Veannsvar Bush,
Office of 3Scientific Research & Development,

1530 ®, Street, NeW.
Washington, D.C.



VANNEVAR BUSH

U3 Secret——British-Most-Secrat.

OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
15% P STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Washingten 25, 2,9, August 6, 1943,
Franklin D. Reesevelt Library

D70/ SSIFIED
Sir John Anderson, - AEC-  § f?“m’
Lord President of the Couneil, 2.-12v2¢
British Embasasy,
Washington, p,cC.

My dear Sir John:

I was glad to receive your letter of August §
and I believe that it Presents an excellent basis for
settlement of the question of interchange of informa-
tion which we disoussed. It ig evident that the sub-
Jeot matter of the suggested agreement ralls into two
oategories. The first four points are concerned with
n;tt:ﬂinf 1nt-m«ztim1 understanding quite beyond
the definite problem of appropriate arrangements for
interchange. These four points, therefore, are for the
oonsideration of the President and the Prime Minister,

I have reviewed the fifth point only, which 1is
ooncerned with arrangements for full and effective
ecllaboration on the research and development program,
with Mr. Stimson and with General Marshall and have,
of ocourse, disoussed 1t quite fully with Dr. Conant,
All of us are in agreement that {t presents a prooedure
by whieh idterchange on this 8ubjeot ocan now be ocarried
on for the purpose of the most rapid possible development
of this affair, Mr. Wallaoce, the remaining member of
the Poliocy Committee to which the President referred the
general handling of this suibject, is absent from the
oity and I have not been able to disouss the matter with

im. I am, however, confident that he will agree. The
matier, therefore, appears to be now in form for presen-~
tation to the Prime ister and to the President, and
it 18 to be hoped that they will agree that a suitabdble
sclution has been reached.

The objeot of the arrangement is so to inter-
ohange information, as you state, as to bring the pro=-
Jeot to fruition at the earliest possible moment. This
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has in faot been definitely in the minds of our Poliey

Committes from the cutset, and was in faot the basis

for our recomendation that interchange should be mads

wherever the receipt of the information would definitely

advance the project as a war mReasure. The implementa-

tion of this in {ts detail has in faot beocome confused

in recent months, bdut T am €lad to say that I now feel

that on the basis of your memorandum we have arrived at

& position where all possible um-umu:t- may be

promptly oleared away, and fully effeotive collabdoration

Testored, In order that we may be sure that there is

Bow no misunderstanding I will comment on a few points.

There is one very small point in your first olause
of the draft. You state that a very muoh greater nse
will fall upon the United States. I suggest that th
might now be put in the past tense. The faot is, of oourse,
88 you know, that the United States has already oommitsed
itself to the expenditure of hundreds of millions of
dollers, and has employed the services of thousands of
soientific and teohnical men on the project. It might,
therefore, be well in the final draft to slgnify this
faoct by a minor change at this point.

A8 you gtate, the uouogtmu of this draft of
inoiples will soon need to be followed by steps for
mplementing the arrangements in detail, I have now re-
selved your letter of August 5 along these lines, but
have not placed it before our poliey group. As a matter
of prooedure the first atep after the formmtion of the
Polloy Committee would oertainly seem to be the presen-
tation to thet Committee by Amerioan and British soien-
tists the over-all piloture of the ourrent situation in
-their respeotive oountries and the plans for the future.
On the basis of the evidence thus presented the Polioy
Committee would egree as to the method of prnﬂ.d:lng
specifio interchange to carry out the provisions of the

agresment .

One very important early step will be the selec-
tion of the Combined Policy Committes to whioh we will
Proceed to give thought immediately. The moast important
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result of the oreation of this Committes will, I think
be that it will provide for a thorough understanding of
the general status and progress of the effort at the

top level in the two Governments., It is our understand-
ing that while the members of the Polioy Committee will
have acoess to all fon-m information about all phases
of the effort, the interchange of informatiom about the
detail of manufeoture or comstruction of ts or of
final weapon will be governed by the provisions of (d4),
and that your suggested provision (b) merely is intended
to provide that members of the Committes may interchange
with their immediate solentifioc advisers the information
they may bhave, in view of the faot that in S0me cases mem-
bers of the Committee may not themselves be socientists.

It 18, of oourse, olear that this Committee is ooncerned
with general polioy, especially as to the extent and -
cedure on the interchange; and that its existence wi

ot interfere with the control of the Ameriecan program

by the Corps of Lnginsers of the United States Army. I
trust that we may find it possible to select a very strong
group indeed for this purpose.

I trust that you will present this matter to the
Prime Minister when you meet, and ir you will let me know
that you intend to do so, I will slmulaneously transmit
our exchange of letters to the President, so that they may
both be fully informed of the sucocessful outeome of our
discussions when they meet., I hope very much we will find
that they are also in agreement on the procedure at whioh
we have now arrived.

Very truly yours,

Vannevar Bush.



HESTSRNED.
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Lth August, %943.

My dear Dr. Bush,

Many thanks for your letter of the 3rd August
and the documents which you kindly sent me with 1it.

As you know, the Primes Minister preparesd some
draft Heads of Agreement after our meeting in London
and sent a copy of them to lir. Stimson. T have been
working on this document in the 1light of our talk and
I now send you an expanded version of it which T have
entitled:- "Draft articles of Agreement governing
collaboration between the authorities of the U.2.4.
and the U.K., in the matter of Tube Alloyan,

My idea is that we should try to reach agreement
on a draft alonz these lines and submit it as scon as
possible to the President and the Prime Iinister for
their consideration.

You will see that in the draft articles I have
dealt with the broad principles on which interchange of
information should be conducted. T contemplate, how-
ever, that there should be a second memorandum setting
out with greater precision and detail the arrangements
which should govern the direct interchange of informa-
tlon between the groups in our two countries working on
each section of the project. If the wording of the docu-
ment dated the 15th of Decembear 1942, and enclosed in
your letter, were altered to make it clear that it ap-
plied to interchange on this level only, I agrees with
you that it might well serve as a basis for this second
memorandum. The details would, of course, need modifi-
cation In the light of the programme of work asreed by
the combined Polioy Committee: but I imagine thet you
always intended that these arrangements should be ra-
viewed and amerded in the light of alterations made from
time to time in our respeotive programmes.

Ir. Vannevar Bush,
Director, Office of Scientific Research and Development .



e,

The draft articles have been prepared in s form
suitable for an agreement between the U.S.4A. and the
U.K, only. We shall, T think, have to discuss together
end with the Canadlens the question of Canadien parti-
cipation which would, of courss, necessitete appropriate
changes in the form and wording., But we need not let
that delay us in our immediate task of settling the kind
of clauses which should be contained in the agreement,
whether the Canadians camne in or not.

Finelly, may I thenk you very much for sending me
the statement on the possible use of radic-active material
in warfere. This is & matter to which we also have given
some attention. I shall look forward to recselving the
more deteiled report to which you refer, and I will, on
my return, at once have the results of our studies checked
against yours.

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) JOHN ANIERSON

Dr. Vannevar Bush,
Cfflce of Scientific Research and Development,
1530 P sStreet, 1,W.,
Washington, D.C.



DRAFT articles of Agreement governing collesboration
between the authorities of the U.S.4. and the U.K.
in the metter of Tube Alloys.

1. Whereas it is vitel to our common safety in the
Present VWar to bring the Tube Alloys projeet to fruition
at the earliest moment; and whereas this may be more
speedily achieved if all available British and Americaen
brains and resources are pooled; end whereas owing to
war conditions it would be an improvident use of war re-
sources to duplicate plants on & large scale on both
sides of the Atlantic and therefors a far greater ex-
pense wlll fall upon the United States;

It 1s agreed between us

First, that we will never use this agency against
each other.

Secondly, that we will not use it against third
parties without sach other's consent.

Thirdly, that we will not either of us communi cate
any informstion about Tube Alloys to third parties except
by mutusl ccnsent,

Fourthly, that in wvlew of the heavy burden of pro-
ducticn falling upon the United States as the result of s
wise division of war effort, the British Zovernment recog-
nize that any post-war advantages of an industrial or com-
mercial character shell be dealt with as between the United
Stetes and Greet Britain on terms to be specified by the
Fresident of the United States to the Frime Idnister of
Great Eritain. The Prime liinister expressly dlsclaims any
interest in these industrisl and commercial aspeets beyond
what may be considered by the Fresident of the United States
to be fair and Just and in harmony with the economic wal-
fare of the world.

And Fifthly, that the followlng arrangements shall
be made to ensure full and effective collaboration between
the two countries in bringing the project to fruition:

(& ) There shall be set up in Washington a Combined
Policy Coumittee composed of:-



The functions of this Committee, subject to
the control of the respective Governments,
will be:-

(1) To agree from time to time upon the programme
of work toc be carried out in the two countries.

(2) To keep all sections of the project under con-
stant review.

(3) To allocate materials, apparatus and plant, in
limited supply, in accordance with the requirements
of the programme agreed by the Committee,

(&) To settle any questions which may arise on the
interpretatiocn or application of this igreement.

(b) There shall be complste interchange of informa-
tion and ideas on all sections of the project
between members of the Poliecy Committee and
their ifmmediate technical advisers,

(¢) In the field of scientific research and develop=-
ment there shall be full and effective inter-
change of information and ideas between those
in the two countries engaged in the seme sec-
tions of the fleld.

(d) In the field of design, construction arnd opera-
tion of large-scale plants, interchange of in-
formation and ideas shall be resgulsted by such
ad hoc arrangements as may, in each seotion of

[ eld, es appear to be nscessary or desir-
able if the project is to be brought to fruition
at the earliest moment. Such ad hoc errance-
ments shall be subject to the approvel of the
Pollocy Committee,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 28, 1943.

HEdURANLUS FUR THE PHREGIUENT:

; Col. Sexton, in General darshall's
office, called to say that Dr. Conunt is
not in town today but is expected between
L0:00 and 10:30 tomorrow @orning. He nmay
then be reached at Dr. Sush's office --

Dupont 0400,

djb
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

July 28, 1943

-

Dear Mr. President: iﬁgxf'

I beg to aclmiGwledge receipt of your
letter of July 20th to Dr. Bush concerning ex-
change of information with the British Government
regarding tube alloys. I have informed Dr. Bush,
who 1s now in England, concerning the substance
of your letter.

Tomorrow I shall also bring your letter
to the attention of Dr., James B. Conant upon his
return to Washington. He is now in Chicago on
business related to this project, on which he acts
as Dr, Bush's deputy.

Sincerely yours,

Carroll L. Wilson
Executive Assistant
te Dr. Bush

The Presldent
The White House

Washington

SECRE-
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.+ v..BusH August 4, 1943.

Mr. MéIntyrﬂ:

I transmit a letter for
tha Fresident which I have re-
celved from Dr. Cppenheimer, but
which I think it is quite appro-
priate to transmit without my
review. Tt 1s in reply to the
Fresident's recent letter to

Dr. Cppenheimer,
/ﬁﬁr:astﬂﬂaﬂ'"

V. Bush,
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P, 0. BOX 1803

July 9, 1943

Dear Mr. Preaident:

Thank you for your generoua letter of June 28th
¥ou would be glad to know how greatly your good words of
reassurance were appreclated by us. There wlill be many
timea 1In the months ahead when we shall remember them.

It is perhaps appropriate that I should in turn
transmit to you the assurance that we &s & group and as
individuel Americans are profoundly aware of our respon-
sibility, for the security of our project as well as for
its rapld and effective completion. It is a great source
of encouragement to us that we have in this your support
and understanding.

Very sincerely yours,

1 R Offenbeca

J. K. Oppenhelmer

© Franklin D, Roossvalt Livrery
prct 2 TirED
;ﬁaft']‘iZﬂulajh',jqaéhL

Aaf; -?ﬂ

The President
The White Houss
Washington, D. C.

—



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 1, 1943.
MEMORANDUM FOR
DR. CONANT

Dr. Bush asked shat the
enclosed letters be sent to you
for safe delivery.

Orace G.
PRIVATE

(Enclosures)
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> June 29, 1943

My dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

I have recently reviewed with Dr. Bush the highly
important and secret progrem of research, development and
manufacture with which you ere femiliar. T was very glad
to hear of the excellent work which is being done in &
number of places in this country under the immediate mper-
vision of Generel L. R. Groves and the general direction
of the Committee of which Dr., Bush is Chaimmen. The suc-
cesaful solution of the problem is of the utmost importance
to the national safety, and T am confident that the work
will be completod in &s short a time as possible as the
result of the wholehsarted cooperution of nll concerned.

T am writing to you as the leader of one group
wpich is to play & vital role in the months ahead. T know
that you and your colleagues are working on a hezerdous
matter under unusual circumstences. The fact that the out-
come of your labors is of such greet significance to the
natiorn requires that this progran be even more drastically
guarded than other highly secret war development =, T have
therefore given directions that every precaut‘on be taken
to inanre the security of your project and feel sure that
these in charge will see that these orders are carrdéed out.
You are fully aware of the ressons why your own endeavors
and those of your associstea miat be circumscribed by vary
speciel restrictions. Nevertheless, T wish you would axpreas
to the scientiste easembled with you my deep anprecietion
of their willingness to undertske the tasks whick lie before
taea in mpite of the caugers and the personal sacrificas,

I am sure we can rely on thoir continued wholeheartad and
unselfish labors. wWhatever the enemy mav bo plenning,
American sclence will be equal to the challenge. With thig
toought in uind, I send this note of confidence and apprecia-
tion.
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_ Though there are other important groups at work,
I am writing only to you as the leader of the one which is
operut ing under very special conditions, end to General
Groves. While this letter is mecret, the contents of it
may be disclosed to your assoclates unaer & pledge of

gecrecy.
Very sincerely yours,

Dr. J. R. Oppenheinmer,
Pont 0ffice Box 1663,
Santa Fe,

New Maxico.
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June 29, 1943

My decr Caneral Groves:

T hove recently reviewed with Dr. Bush the nighly
importsnt and secrzt progcram of research, development and
mamufucture with which you are femilisr. T was very glad to
hecr of the excallent work which s being dore in a numbar
of places in this country undor yaur lusediste suservision
and the general direction of the Committos of which Dr. Pusp
!s Chairman. The successf™l solution of e problem is of
tha utaost importsnce to tha national safety, and T sn
confident that the work will be completea in wa saort & time
&3 posaible as the rosult of the wholoherrtod cooperation
of all concerned.

I am writing to vou as the one who bes cherge of
2ll the develomment and manufecturing aspseta of this work.
T know that there ars saveral groupa of aclentists working
under your direction on various nimses of the nrogrom,. The
fact that toe outcome of their labors is of mich great
algnificance to the nation rejuires the* this project be
even more drustically gusrded than other bighly secret war
develorments, As you know, T have there'ors given directions
that every precaution be teken to insure the security of
your project. T am mire the scimmtists are fully aware of
the reesons why their endeavors rmat be circumseribed by
very speclal rertrictiors. Neverthaless, T wish vou would
exrreas to them my deep wpprecintion of their willingness
to undertake the tabks which lie before them in apite of
the possible dingers and the personal sacrifices involved,
Ton particular, I should be glad to have yo1 commmnicete the
contents of thin letter to the leaders of each important
grovp. T am sure we can rely on the continuved wholehoarted
and unselfish labors of those nom engaged. Yhatever tha
enomy any he nlanning, Americsn Sclence will be equal to
the challenge. With this thought in ripd, T ssnd this note
of confidence and appreciction.

Very sincorely yours,

Brigadier Gemeral L. R. Groves,

floom 5120, New Wer Depurtment Puilding,
2lst and Virginia Avenus, N. w.,
'll-lhlnltm. ﬁ. Cs
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'+ From the Office of

V. BUSH June 28, 1943.

Mr. Forster:

When I lunched with the
President last Thursday I suggested
two letters for his signature to help
improve the morale of the scientists
on an important matter, and he seemed
to think this was desirable., I take
the liberty of enclosing drafts, one
to Oppenheimer who i1s in charge of
one important group, and the other
to General Groves which he can in
turn take up with several groups. I
group it in this way to avoid the
necessity of numerous letters, and I
think these two wlll take care of 1it.

I will appreciate it if you
will have these typed and lay them
before the President. If this 1is
done after I leave, which will be
on Wednesday, they can be delivered
to Dr. Conent at 1530 P Street, who
will take care of them for me,

A<

?l B'L'lBh L]



DRAFT OF LETTER

Dr. J. R, O ganhaimnr
P, 0. Box 1663
Santa Fe, New llexico

My dear Dr, Oppenheimer:

I have recently reviewed with Dr. Bush the highly
important and secret program of research, development and
manufacture with which you are familiar. I was very glad
to hear of the excellent work which is being done in a num-
ber of places in this country under the immediate super-
vision of General L. R. Groves and the general direction
of the Committee of which Dr. Bush is Chairman. The success-
ful solution of the problem is of the utmost importance to
the national safety, and T am confident that the work will
be completed in as short a time as possible as the result
of the wholehearted cooperation of all concerned.

I am writing to you as the leader of one group which
is to play a vital role in the months ahead. T know that
you and your colieagues are working on a hazardous matter
under unusual circumstances. The fact that the outcome of
your labors is of such great signifioamnce to the nation re-
guires that this program be even more drastically guarded
than other highly secret war developments. I have theraefore
given directions that every precaution be taken to insure
the security of your project and feel sure that those in
charge wlll see that these orders are carried ocut. You are
fully aware of the reasons why your own endeavors and those
of your assoclates must be circumscribed by very special
restrictions, Nevertheless, I wish you would express to
the scientists assembled with you my deep appreciation of
their willingness to undertake the tasks which lie before
them in spite of the dangers and the personal sacrifices,

I am sure we can rely on their continued wholshearted and
unselfish labors. Whatever the enemy may be planning,
Amerlcan seclence will be esqual to the challenge. With this
thought in mind, I send this note of confidence and appre-
ciation.

Though there are other important groups at work, I
am writing only to you as the leader of the cne which is
operating under very special conditions, and to General
Groves. 'hile this letter i1s secret, the contents of it
may be disclosed to your associates under a pledge of

gecreocy.
Very sincerely yours,



DRAFT OF LETTER

BErigedier General L. R. Groves,

Hoom 5120, New War Department Building,
2lst and Virginia Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

My dear General Groves:

I have recently reviewed with Dr. Bush the highly
important and secret program of research, devel opment
and manufacture with which you are familiar. I was very
glad to hear of the excellent work which is being done in
a number of places in this country under your immediate
supervision and the general direction of the Committee of
which Dr. Bush is Chairman. The successful soclution of
the problem is of the utmost importance to the national
safety, and I am confident that the work will be completed
in as short a time as possible as the result of the whole-
hearted cocperation of all concerned.

I am writing to you as the one who has charge of all
the development and manufacturing aspects of this work., I
know that there are several groups of scientists working un-
dér your direction on various phases of the program. The
fact that the outcome of their labors is of such great sig-
nificance to the nation requires theat this project be even
mere drastically guarded than other highly secret war de-
velopments., As you know, T have therefore given directions
that every precaution be taken to insure the security of
your project. I am suye the scientists are fully aware of
the reasons why thelr endeavors must be circumscribed by
very special restrictions. Nevertheless, I wish you would
express to them my deep appreclation of their willingness
to undertake the tasks which lie before them in spite of
the possible dangers and the personal sacrifices involved.
In partleular, I should be glad to have you communicate the
contents of this letter to the leaders of each important
group, I am sure we can rely on the centinued wholehearted
and unselfish labors of those now engaged. VWhatever the
enemy may be planning, american Science will be esqual to
the challenge. With this thought in mind, I send this note
of confidence and appreciation.

Very sincerely yours,
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MEMORANDIM for The President:
Tubealloy - Interchange with the British.

We awalt your instructions regarding interchange with the
British on thils subject as a result of correspondence with Sir John
Anderson recently placed in your hands through Mr. Hopkins. A report
on the present status of the whole project has just been forwarded
to General Marshall.

The next steps, if you approve the correspondence regard-
ing interchange, are to convene a combined committes, which will lay
down rules for securlty and arrange conferences between scientific
groups as needed to expedite the program fully.

I suggest, before you leave the Prime Minister, one step
to accelerate matteras. It would help if a top British scientist,
accepted and of sound judgment, could be sent here as chief liaison
under Sir John Anderson, to help make arrangements for the committee's
work. He should be of the caliber of Sir Henry Dale or Sir Henry
Tizard, and not one of the group working experimentally on a single
phase of the problem.

., I hasten to make this suggestion for the following reason.
In previous negotiations difficulty was encountered because the British
representative was an industrialist, Mr. Akers of Internmational Chemical
Industries. This same man 1s now here, apparently to make similar
arrangements. He recently, and without consulting use, brought four
eminent British sclentific workers here for interchange. MAs we cannot
use them untll the combined committee has lald down the rules, they
are likely to think us reluctant to interchange, whereas the exact
opposite 1s true and we are anxious to get appropriate interchange
going in an orderly fashlicn, so that relations will not this time
become tangled. Akers 1s a very able man, but not the one to handle
this matter.

We will proceed promptly with the whole affair on recelving
your instructione.

V. Bush.

n

ft
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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PRIME MINISTER. Y S
Tube Alloys.
i May I send the President the attached set of

telegrams in amplification of what you told him about the
visit by Sir Edward Appleton?

2 In the Articles of Agreement signed at Quebec it
was stated that the United States members of the Combined
Policy Committee should be the Secretary of War, Dr. Bush
and Dr. Conant. Mr. Stimson spoke to you about this after
luncheon yesterday, but I did not hear clearly what he said.
Do you wish to make any record of his remarks or inform the
Lord President?

fmn

9.9.43 .
: K ek
s af e 1



Policy Committee.

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM TO PRIME MINISTER FROM LORD PRESIDENT.
August 28, 1943.

Tube Alloys. Reference your WELFARE 450.

I am distressed at this report on Akers, who has rendered
most excellent service as our Chief Executive on Tube Alloys and
about whose integrity and ability I have not the slightest doubt.
During negotiations in Washington there was a suggestion that the
United States authorities would not regard Akers as a suitable
person to represent us on the Combined Policy Committee, an
attitude which could be understood having regard to the fact that
his work lies in the field of technical rather than political
direction. No objection was however then raised to our using him
for the sort of purpose for which he is now in the United States -
namely, to co-ordinate the views and activities of the representa-
tives of our individual scientific groups and to act as Chief
Technical Assistant and Adviser to our representatives on the

I should add that the four eminent British Scientific
workers were sent over on my instructions. This step was clearly
necessary if time was not to be unnecessarily wasted and was in
accordance with the following passage taken from the 5th paragraph
of Dr. Bush's letter of the gtE August to me:-

"As a matter of procedure the first step, after the
formation of the Policy Committee, would certainly seem to be the
presentation to that Committee by American and British Scientists
of the averalltﬂicture of the current situation in their respective
countries and the plans for the futurez@mthe basis of the evidence
thus presented the Policy Committee would agree as to the method
of providing specific interchange to carry out the provisions of the
agreement. "

Evidently however Akers's inclusion umun% our representa-
tives on Tube Alloys in Washington has caused trouble in the past
and is likely to continue to do so, and this is a fact which, in
the interests of the prosecution of that project as a joint enter-
prise, we cannot afford to ignore. I accordingly su%gest for your
consideration that you should propose to the President that

Sir Edward Appleton should at once go out to Washington on a short
visit. The purpose of his visit would be first to help to arrange



for launching of the Combined Committee, and secondly to submit
to me recommendations regarding any adjustments which he may
consider that the establishment of the Combined Committee makes
necessary in our present arrangements for the technical direction
of our work on the project.

In the latter connection an important factor to which
we have every riﬁgt to give full consideration is the general
cohesion and contentment of our workers on the project. I doubt
whether the recommendations which Appleton will have to make will
affect anything more than our representation on the technical lewl
in Washington, but even in that respect he will have to bear in
mind the position of our team in Canada who have hitherto been
accustomed to look to Akers for technical direction. I do not
think that either Dale or Tizfard would be suitable for this
Mission, indeed I am convinced that Appleton is the only man for
it. Besides having the scientific eminence apparently required,
he is also the permanent Head of the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research, of which the Directorate of Tube Alloys
is a part. He thus has some general responsibility in the matter
and also intimate knowledge of all the personalities involved on
our side. I have every reason to believe that he will be
acceptable to the American Scientists, with whom he has always
been on the best of terms. I should be grateful if you could
telegraph as soon as possible whether Appleton should go.

Ve cannot possibly hope to be able to conced from Akers
the fact that objection has been taken to him from the American
side, though we need not, of course, make any specific mention
of Bush.
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FOR PRIME MINISTER FROM LORD PRESIDENT.
September 2, 1943.

There is an excellent opportunity of sending Appleton
by fast boat due to reach New York towards the end of next week,
but this will involve his leaving London tomorrow night
September 3rd.

After careful consideration I have come to the conclu-
sion that, even if immediate difficulties about Akers's personal
position should be cleared up otherwise, it would still be very
valuable for Appleton to pay a visit to Washington at this stage.
Combining as he does a general knowledge of the whole field of
Anglo-American co-operation on scientific matters with a
particular rEEponBigglitf, as head of the D.S.I. R.N. for the
scientific side of tube alloys, he is better qualified than anyone
to get on to such terms with the American scientists in tube
alloys as to ensure that there shall be no further difficulties or
misunderstandings. I have accordingly decided to take advantage
of this special opportunity and have asked Appleton to leave
tomorrow. :
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MOS$—SR6RES, FOR LORD PRESIDENT FROM PRIME MINISTER.
September 2, 194%.

I am glad Appleton is coming.



EXTRACT FROM 'WHO'S WHO'

APPLETON, Sir Edward Victor, K.C.B. cr. 1941; M.A.,
D.Sc., Hon. L.L.D. (Aberdeen), F.R.S. 1927; Secretar% Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research since 1939; b SEY. 1892;
s. of Peter Appleton, Bradford, Yorks; m. Jessie, d. of late
Rev. J. Longson; two d. Educ. Hanson School, Bradford;
St. John's College, Cambridge (Scholar and Exhibitioner); Natural
Science Tripos, Parts 1 and II (Physics), 1913 and 1914; Wiltshire
Prizeman 1913%; Hutchinson Research Student, 1914. Served
European War 1914-18, West Riding Regt. and Capt. R.E.; Assistant
Demonstrator in Experimental Physics, Cavendish Laboratory, 1920;
sub-lector, Trinity Ccllege, 1922; Vheatstone Professor of Physics,.
University of London, 1924-36; Jacksonian Professor of Natural
Philosophy, Cambridge University, 1936-39; formerly Fellow of
St. John's College Cambridge; Chairman of British National
Committee for Radio-telegraphy; Morris Liebmann Memorial Prizeman
(1929) and Vice-President (1932) American Inst. Radio Eng.;
Hughes Medallist of Royal Society, 1933; President International
Scientific Radio Union. Publications: warious original papers
on electricity and the scientific problems of wireless-telegraphy.
Address: 4, Exeter House, 5.W.15. Club: Athenaeum.
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MRMORANDOM for Dr. Vannevar Bushi

Referring %o your letter of August 64k with reference
%o tubsalloy and the enclosed copies of correspesdence with Sir Jedm
mtmdﬁluhm-tlwmhﬁn
as suggested and hereby appeiat as the twe American members:

Dr, Vannevar Bush, with Dr. James B, Copant as
an Alternate,

lajor Gensral Wilhelm B. Stysr.
These members sheuld meet with the British members
&t a very sarly date to organise and imitiate the work.

The President.

Franklin D. Reosevel 1t Library
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For the President
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
March 10, 1944. As
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PLEASE RETURN FOR MY EILES.
: .
F'-I‘i-ﬁ- FL\&
\}fr b
i I" 3
(g
i
\



FEF iy, P hrnsomn foradl Foldee

== é[i F-vu

Fi RESEAR lrmm T L uu:ms:, +
% c""“““'- - 2 M i
15% P NW. » ﬂ/[;
. a 28, 3 QECE!VE

Sesdington 26, D,0, < % ’L
Maroch 7, 194L.
(e

/=

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D,C.

Dear Mr. President:

I return the letter from Trvine 5. Towen, enclosed
with your note of March second. This is the young man who
is much stirred up about the special project.

Ir. Conant tells me that you menticned this matter
in passing last Friday, and that he told you that Mr.
Baruch had been brought into the subject. All three men
noted in the memorandum which I return have now been seen.

Conant had & long talk in Chicago with Fermi and
Wigner, and tells me they are quite satisfied with the ar-
rangements now in effsct and do not share Lowen's views,

I spent about all day with Szilard yesterday. His eriti-
cisms boil down to the feeling that his group have not been
fully used. There has, of course, been a reluctance to
introduce scientists of foreign origin to the full knowledge
of & matter of potentially great military importance. There
is also a matter of early patent applications which has its
difficulties.

My conelusion is that there have been no more mis-
steps or delays than ought to be anticipated on & matter
of this novelty and complexity, and that the organization
is sound and in capable hands,.

I suggest that Lowen be advised to see Mr. Baruch
again., Baruch will turn to Conant if he needs further
information.

Respectfully yours,

V. Bush,
Dirﬂﬂtﬂr .



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 25, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:

I suggest that you might some-
time ask Mr. Conant to see Professor
E. Wigner, Dr. L. Szilord, and Pro-
fessor E. Fermi, who are with the
Metallurgleal Laboratories, Univer-
sity of Chicago, to tell about their
work which has such important implica-

tions for the future,

E. R.
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Decemeer 30, 1943

THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE House
wWasHineTon, D. C,

My pEar MrR. PRESIDENT:
| AM RETURNING HEREWITH THE LETTERS SENT YOU BY

Mr, Irving S, LOWEN SHORTLY BEFORE YOU WENT AWAY, YoU MAY
RECALL THAT YOU ASKED ME TO SEE THIS MAN ONCE AGAIN ON YOUR

BEHALF. THIS | DID A FEW WEEKS AGO. | DISCOVERED, WOWEVER,
THAT HE HAD ALREADY BEEN 1IN WASHINGTON AND HAD SEEN NUMEROUS
PEOPLE, INCLUDING Ma, B. M, BarucH. | UNDERSTAND FROM MY

CONVERSATION SUBSEQUENTLY WITH Mr. BARUCH THAT HE 15 TAKING
CARE oF Mmr. LowEN.

| SBHOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO TELL You
THAT IN MY DPLHIUN, BASED ON INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS WHOLE
PROJECT, EVERYTHING IS GOING AS WELL AS IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE.
| BELIEVE WE ARE VERY FORTURATE 1K MAVING IN GENErAL GROVES,
THE DIRECTOR OF THE ENTERPRISE, A MAN OF UNUSUAL CAPABILITY AND
FORCE. CRITICISMS LIKE MR, LowEN"'S ARE BASED ON AN INCOMPLETE
VIEW OF THE TOTAL PICTURE ON THE ONE HAND AND ON THE OTHER
REPRESENT THE INEVITABLE EMOTIONAL REACTIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS
INVOLVED IN AN ENTERPRISE OF THIS SO0RT.

VERY SINCERELY YOURS

James B, Cowant

ENCLOSURES



1 THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 10, 1944.

WEdURLDUW FOR
#HE . ROUSLVELT:

FOR YOUR INFOIMATION AND
PLEASE RETURN FOR oY FILES.

FuDaK,

Letter from Ur, V. Bush, Director, Office of
delentific Aesearch and Developmant,

3/7/44, to the President, retum‘ng latter
which Mrs. Foossvelt recelved from

Irving 8. Lowen, 1 Jane St., NYC, 2/15/44,
together with copy of letter which Dr. Jumes
B. Conant addrezsed to the President under
date of 12/%0/4%, in reference to a certain
secret project. Dr. Bush muggests that

ir. Lowen be advised to see Mr. Barch acain.
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Dear Van:

This young man has bothered us
twice before and I think Jim Conant has
seen him. I fear, too, that he talks too
much. Do you think we should refer the
matter to Conant?

Always sincerely,

Dr. Vannevar Bush

Office of ﬂcimtific Research and
Development,

1530 P Btreet, N. W.,

Washington, D. C.

Tetter which Mra, Roosevelt received from Trving 8. Lowen,

1 Jane St., NYC, 2/15/44, in re project, the name of which he

does not mention, butw augpests that Professor E, Wigner, Dr.

L. Azilerd end Professor E, Ferni, all of the Metallurgicsl Laboratories
of the University of Chicago, wonld be willing to come to Woshington

to discuss the matter. Attached 1s Mrs. Roosevelt's memorandum of
7/25/14 to the President reading *T suggest that you might sometime

ask Mr, Conant to see Professor E. Wigner, Dr. L. Bailord, and
Professor E.Fermi, who are with the Matelnrgical Laboratories,
"niversity of “hicago, to tell sbout their work which has such important
implications for the futuren.

Pns L from Lowen foked . Ben Coree 'd"”" dr -4
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Beptember 29, 1044

NEMORANDUM FOR
DR. V. BUBR

Many thanks for your letter
of August twenty-eighth, together
with the acocompanying report on
the operations of The Office of
Bolentifio Hesearoh and Develop-
mant,

I am delighted to have this
and I feel that you are absolutely
on_ the right traok.

I am referring the recommen-
dation for termination when peace
oomes to the Beoretary of War and
the Beoretary of the Navy personally,
;ng I wlll let you know am soon as

ear.

F. D. R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

p— Beptember 29, 1044

Aokl
MEMORANDUM FOR
| THE BECRETARY OF WAR

and
: 3517
il A A L

Floase read this very inter-
esting report of Dr. Bush in regard
to The Office of Bolentifioc Researsh
and Development and 1its termination,
and let me have your Judgment,
espeoially in regard to pages 87 to
8l.

F. D. R.

Criginpl of report snd copy of
Dr. Bush'e let to the P B/Pa/44
fent to Secliar 9/29/44 - Sealed
in envelope #né given tolnjor
Culle to deliver tos the
EECTF‘TJ‘I‘;:?,H 37f1lce }‘.nrpjm;]lyl

S



WANNEVAR BLUSH

OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
1530 P STREET NW.
WASHINGTON 25, D. C

August 28, 1944.

The President,
The White House,

Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. President:

I transmit herewith a further report on the
operations of the Office of Solentific Research and
Development. It touches on scme highlights of ac-
complishment, and recites changes in organization.

There 18 a seotlon on plans for termination,
for OSHD is a war agency, end should Plan to go out
of existence in an orderly menner at the proper tims.
I hope you will find opportunity to look at this sec-
tion, for I would like to announce the plans to our
personnel soon, and I trust you will caution me if you
8ee anything wrong with the plans, I have taken tham
up with the Secretaries of War and Navy, and feel sure
I will have their assent.

I have included a sectlon on military organi-
zation for research, for my experience of the past
four years has left strong conviotions as to the
manner in which it should be conducted post-war. Un-
doubtedly I will be called on to say what I think on
this subject at some time, and I believe that my
thinking on the matter is not far from your own.
Still I would appreciate it enormously if you should
find time to consider my statements on this subject
and to advise me where you think I am on the wrong
track. The sections of the report whioh deel with
termination and post-war organization bear tabs for
ready reference.

It is pleasant indeed to look forward to the
time when it will be possible to drop off my present
burden, although it has certainly been a privilege and
a pleasure to serve under your command. You may be
assured that, while we plan for termination, we will
not leave anything undone whioh may help in bringing
the whole war to an early and sucocessful conclusion.

Respeotf MW

'v L] mh.
Director.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN

October 18, 1944.

Dear Mr. Fresident:

In accordance with your request, I have read Dr.
Bush's long report with the greatest interest.

I have especially noted his proposal for dealing
with the Office of Scientific Research and Development after
the defeat of Germany. Furthermore, the appropriate Army
of ficers have had extended conferences with Dr. Bush as to
the working out of this program.

It will require careful handling to be sure that
the selentific effort in the Office of Scientific Research
and Development will continue to be fully effective in help-
ing to bring about the final defeat of Japan, but those who
have the particular responsibility in the Army are confldent
that Dr. Bush's plan can be so worked cut in practice as to
accomplish this result.

Faithfully yours,
»ﬁu’ VL B
Secretary of War.

Franklin D, Roosevelt Li brarj

The President, DEGLESS":'EB
Don UIH- 6200.98 (9/27/38)

Date= 3—-4"?*- -5?

" N 2

The White House.
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Nay 29, 1944,

Dear Vanmevar:

I am sorry for the leag delay in
writing to Thank you for your letter of April
Swelfth. T feel that there le much to D&
gained by the interehange of views and opimionms.

¥ith kindest regards,

'tnﬂnuﬂlrr-f.

4 0%

Dr. Vannevar Push,

DMrector .

Office of Beientific Research and
Dava

1830 P Btrest, N. V.,
¥ashington, D. O,
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WABHINGTON 25, D, C.

10 May 1544.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

You will remember that I told you about my conversa-
tion with Dootor A.Paird Hastings, upon his return from
Russin, In view of what has happened in the Tkraine
it ssems to me that the fears he expressed as to the Russians
being unsble to move shead in that area were not well founded.
I am sure that his visit to Fussia was of definite benefit
!nd since we are to have some of the Russian scientists visit
this country during the coming summer, I am sure that it was
more then worthwhile.

As far as answering this letter is concerned, I see no
- particular point in it, unless you wish to be nice and tell
Doctor Bush that you feel that there is much to be gained by
such an interchange of views and cpinions.

=T,

. R.T.MCINTITRE




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 15, 1944,
MEMORANDUM FOR:
ADHMIRAL MaINTIRE,

Should this be answered at all?

F. D. H.

Bl
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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT e RN

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
1530 P STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

VAMMEYAR BUSH

April 12, 1944

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Last November when we were about to send a Medical
Research Mission to Russia, you veny kindly wrote a letter
to Dr. A. Baird Hastings, giving your official blessing to
this enterprise. This Mission was the first Amerlcan sci-
entific group to be sent to Russia to exchange war research
information,

The Misslon has now returned and has submitted a
very complete report on thelr conferences and visits to
laboratories in Russia. We are very gratified that they
were cordially received by the many Russian groups whom
they met and by the frank and friendly discussions of medi-
cal research problems which took place., Our group tock
with them reports and samples representing many of our
most important results in the broad progrem of research
in military medicine., The Ruasians reciprocated in full
measure, and I am confident that as a result the programs
of both countries will benefit materially.

Our best information as to the impression produced
by this Mission, in both American and Russian circles, is
contained in the following cable from Ambassedor Harriman:

"Evidently the Soviets agreed to open up before the
arrival of Drs. Hastings and Shimkin, and they did so
with increasing frankness during the course of their
visit in Moscow, which was most successful. There is
no doubt that Dr, Hastings' perscnality and the manner
in which he handled himself had an important bearing
wlth results attained, as well as, of course, the
valuable materisl he brought with him. I was told

by both the Commissar for Heaslth Mitereff and Vice
Commissar Parin with great emphasis the importance
they placed on the information obtained and on main-
taining & continuous interchange of sclentific in-

formation. Thelr great respect for Dr. Hastings

and the helpfulness of Dr. Shimkin, whose knowledge
of Russian combined with his understanding of the
subjects under discussion, obviated the necessity
for the usual formal and unsatisfactory interpreters,
was also expressed by them,




Lh
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"We may find that although there i8 no doubt the
Russian scientists sincerely desire continuation of
the relationship established, other influences in the
Government may interfere with their carrylng out thelr
intention fully. So that I mey put pressure on the
Foreign Office to fulfill the agreement reached with
Dr. Hastings, I hope you will keep me in touch with
the developments,

"Also in our overall relations with the Soviet, I
feel that the trip has been of real value. In send-
ing Dr. Hastings and for the thérough preparation of
the material he brought with him, I wish to express
to you my apprecistion, May I express to you and Dr.
Conant my best regards.”

Following the return of the Mission, we extended an
invitation to the Russians to send & return Mission to this
¢ountry., The three Surgeon Generals joined us in this invi-
tation. Word has just been received that this invitatlon has
been accepted, and we hope that the auspicious start which
has been made 1s only the beginning of & close and mutually
beneficial cooperation between medical research groups in
the two countries,

Respectfully yours,

« Bush,
Lirector.
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