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The President said he thought
this should go to Mise Perkins for her
confidential information. Who sent it
in and what does the note say?

F. D. R,
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The information from a thoroughly trustworthy source is, in substance,
as followep

A number of prominent industrialists, ineluding Tom Girdler and Wendell
Wilide, togethar with certain New York City banks have definitely supported
the coal operators in their unylelding resistance to John L. Lewis and the
United Mine Workers. When, & few days ago, several of the coal operators
were ready to sign with Mr. Lewls they wera talked to in the severest type
of language by the above-mentioned interests and were threatened with the
complete ruination of their individual mining businesses through boycott by
the industrial and public utility interests represented unless they stood
out with the others agalnet Mr. Lewls.

An attempt has been made to obtain the collaboration of elght Governors
of coal-mining states in thie drive against Mr, Lewls -- a drive which is
characterized by my informant as a real showdown effort to break Mr, Lewls
and the C.I.0, once and for all, and, bhoth inferentially and by explicit
phraeing, to eliminate the last vestiges of political hope the New Deal might
have for 1940.

The interests involved in thie plan are counting particularly upon Governor
John Bricker, of Chic. He has proclamations already prepared declaring a state
of emergency and authoriging the calling cut of the Natlional Guard in situatioms
of conflict which it ie hoped and intended will be provoked., An effort is being
made to get the Unemployment Compensation officiale in ench etate possible to
agree not to grant compensation during the period of the suspension of work,

The A.F. of L. ls being made a party to a portion of these plans.
Administrator Aticinson, of the Ohlo Compmmsation Act confarred with President

Green, of the A.F. of L. thie morning.
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The interests involved in this deslgn hope to create a publie attitude
of fear and resentment by cutting down public utility eervices throughout the
country and by stressing the jecpardy ensulng therefrom to the hospi tals,
and other public institutions. My informant specifically states thet & gon-
siderable fund has been set up — each interest contributing tc the poel -
to help finance those coal operators whose own financlal status tends to make
them waver and, in short, to use this money in as long & campeign as is neces-
sary to break Mr. Lewls, the mine workers and the 0.1.0, completely.

The substance of these plans is kmown t:;n"irfw individusle not a party
to them. Certain individuale in the great life insurance companies, as exampli-
fied by the Metropolitan Life, heve heen informed of them ns have been certain
bank directors. Mr, Girdler was in New York City last week and part of this

week in connection with the progranm,
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