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NATIONAL POWER POLICY COMMITTEE 

INTERIOR IUILDING • 
WASHINGTON 

October lS, 19S8. 

Dear Yi.111 Lelland: 

Laet night Felix epoke to the Preeident over tbe telephone about the Palestine situation. The President suggested that Felix dictate to me a drat't or a note which the President aigbt send to llr. Beville Chaaberlain. The following 111 the drat't which Felix dictated to •e: 
"lfitb increased preslllU"e on the J ews in Central lllrope the taaks or ebeer 1111••0 1 ty we set tor ourselves at Edan have become even more difficult or f'ultilaent. Apart tr~ aere nua­bera PalHtine ie a 1ignificant 9Y111bol of hope to Jewry. There­fore I earneatly urge that no decision uy be 111ade which would close the gates of Palestine to the Jews. Shutting the gates of Palestine to Jen would greatly aabarrass et'forta towards genuine appeasement because 1 t would be interpreted as a distur­bing S)'J:lbol of ant1-5ellet1•.• 

Ilise Marguerite LeRend, 
The White House, 

Washington, D. C, 

Sincerely yours, 

~ //. ·' .. 
Benjamin v. Cohen . 

• 







Dear llr. President: 

I thought you 11<>uld be interested to lr:now tba t your tallc with Isaiah se•a to ban had un1ap41cted repercussions upon our juris­prudence. 

The Morgan case - tbe lenses City Stoclcyards case which caused Secretary Wallace to loee his t.per with the Chier Justice last SWl­mer - c&J11e up ror argwaMt on its third appeal to the Supreme Court. The Go•ernmMt argued that the com:dssioo ..., were not entiUed to the rate llOOiee impounded in tbe Court •erel.y because the Court had held tint the hearing before the Secretary was defective, bit that they were entitled only to a rehearing before the Secretary. If the Government were to be successful in this appeal, Fred Wood's victories in the first and second appeals would be little more than pyhric vic­tories. In view of the past history of the case we feared that the Court would not be particularly S1J1pathet1c to the Government's argu­ments. 

ait Isaiah surprised all or µs by bis vigorous and zealous defense ot the Government's position. Re scarcely permitted a single sentence in Wood's argummt to go unchalll!hged. We cannot be certain or tho final decision as that will depend on the Chief Justice's or Roberta• vote, and both of them were discreetly silent during the argument. ait we are hopeful. 

The President 
The 'llh1 te Bouse 

fours, 

~v. c_ . 
Ben V. Cohen 

·~ 



Dear Missy: 

NATIONAL POWER POLICY COMMITTEE 
lllTEJtlOlt BUILDI NG 

WASHINGTON 

1959. 

I thought t he President might wish to make some remarks in response to an appropriate question which would indicate 
that the Douglas nomination -s not uninfluenced by Douglas' western origin. As the press and radio announceaents have generally alluded to tbe nOllination a s that of a westerner, 
I should think that it might help to give the President greater freedom in the event of future appointments if' he said some­tbiDg along the lines of the enclosed statement. I have tried to make the purpose of t he statement not too obvious. 

l.liss Marguerite Le Hand, 
The \llhite House, 

Washington, D. C. 

Yours, 

&- I/,(. 
Ben V. Cohen. 



Rave you &nything to tell ue llr. Preeident about you.r recent 

noorlnatioo ot llr . Douglas tor t be Supreae Court? 

It w1u1 not en easy taek to select a euccessor to llr. Justice Brandeie. 

It ne not an easy task to find a aan with Brandeis' great knowledge or 

the intricacies of corporate law and practice and with Brandeis' peaaion 

to use ltis knowledge and aldll to improve the lot or the cO!CC!on man. llr. 

Douglas' training, experience, and outlook are such I believe as to give 

every assurance that be 11'111 creditably uphold tbe great Brandeis ' tra-

ditioo. 

Altbougb Mr. Douglas ' voting residence is in Connecticut, none 11bo 

knows him has ever considered bi& e •connect.l.cut Yankee•. lie ms brought 

up in the Weat, and in spirit as well as appearance be ia unmistakably 

western. &.it l don't think that ought to be held against bi.m. 
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NATIONAL POWER POLICY COMMITTEE 

INTUIOR I UILDIMG 
WASlllNGTOM 

.Tune 29, 19)9 . 

Dear lair . President: 

llr. Groesbeck or Bond and Share ie qu1 te proud of hie ability to soll on i ssue or long-torm bond• on very favorable termB tor tho Washington POwer Cor.ipany . Thia C<>CIJ)ally 18 located r ound-about tbe City ot Spokane rigbt 1D the renge or Grond Coulee ond BoDDoville . 

Mr. Groeobeolc teele that ho was able to carry through this tinanc1Dg, which had been troubling b1la for eoite tl.&e, largel,y because, 1D trnnsmitting tho report or tbe New York P.,,.er Autbori ty to tho Congreaa , you made favorable reference to hie recant ennual report which urged tbat both private and 11blic tacilitiea be uaed to bring the benef118 or the toderel power projects to the people . 

Mr. Groesbeck feels that we, and !.ncidentally hi11111al1', abould talce a little credit tor thio first piece or private utility finsncing within tho range or 8 large federal power project. 

In view or the uti lity situation 1D genorol and llr. Gxoos­beck' a present cooperative attitude, I should think 80De remarks by you at your 1>resa oonterence along the lin.ee or tho attache4 mamorendum, would bo very hel pful . 

Youre. 

Bon v. Cohen 

The Pru I dent, 

Tho Wbito House. 



wt tlon 

Mt- . PreoiJent, lli'vo you ~ythin,.; to y c.bout the , ending 

TVA losi•l~tion? 

J...ns:-:er 

I am lo vin... thc t in tho hundh or 3onntor Norris . I st nd 

four-n~u.~re behind him. 

But •:>•king ot ut111tiu, I wonder "bother you noticed that the 

Waah1naton Water Pa.:or COIClpr_ny , "' ~uodidtnry or Electric Bond find Sh: re . hf.s 

sold at 105 a $22 , 000 , 000 1~ oue of l on..,..- t11rm bonds be,~:r1nc en 1ntereat cou1:on 

ot 31 per ce::>t . Thoee re :>r..tt;- ~oo: ten •.:u! tto e e ..... the t r::e 
rnich a utility ~i.;ht in t i;o It ot the gre t !'eder-1 po\oer •roj ooh 1n the 

11ortj1we..:t , ~·:as ab lo to obt i n. 

It lLs r.... .uontly been eaid U". t it 1'5 1L,>Oo 1blo for utility 

operutin,c oon~eo in the r~X\,;e ot feder l o :r devo~o~1 nt~ to do UlY 
I finWlCint; . I ll<.vo t lll•Y• oontondod t~t tho 01ff1oulti•• th'ese conpuni•• ' 

encowitered in sellint: t~eir ~•our!ties ·e ~e A ·e eit~r to 'tc!lir poor ci.:._. tt ..l 

structures or t.o tl:o r;1slead1DC c• loAt ty- ho,1l1n.:; or proJlCla ndiate try1D3 to 

mo.ko tnvectors bolleve th t pubtio ra:;·:r deve .o!T.L)ntc; 1i1ould ruin avan BOund 

!'...riv te inves~..eJJ.t. 

~ub.1dinry or Electric Bond 
end Sh. ra , is 1"11thin olo•e r"nco or both Bonnov1llo i.na Cr nd Couloo . Tho 

!!ale or itc bond 1e retty conv1ncln.> )'l'OOf th. t the fodor ;,c> er ~roJoots 

do not obstruct th• lo or oJ>Or t"'<: compen:r aocur1t1e• 1r the """"S•r• or 

tlloeo OOMJIO.nies nv~e u11 thei r mind t~t they \'• .nt to cooperat e in brin...ing 

the bonorits or thHO ercc.t pUbl1c ""e::- dnolor-ent to tho COIL \llll1Q,,; -ublic 

• 11 ·et bout convino1n.; tile 1n'f8. tin,;; ; ubl1c t .• t they intend to ooo ,..r te 
\;it h ..nt\ no.. tigbi ;le governr..ont . 
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NATIONAL POWER POLICY COMMITIEE 

INTUIOll BUI LDING 
WASHINGTON ~ 

c .)~ { ~1.\' \ 

Dear J.lisey: . 

Jun<> 29 , 1940 .. 
__ ....., ___ 

• 

I thought tllat the President might be 
i.otereeted in the attached lllinute or an ott-the­
record talk I had with llillkie last December when 
he invited me to lunch with him. The President 
might be parti cularly int erested in eome of the re­
marks on pp. 2 and J. 

Yours , 

Miss !.!arguer! te LeHand , 

The White Houae. 

19<.... J.;. (!..... 
Ben v. Cohen 

,· 



CAlllJ: JKlll llNGIJlllD REC&IU:O JU:lll 23rd , 1940 

1'erma ot J'renah oapitulation preamt no SUl'pl"i .. a and 

we bflve reasonable grounda tor beJ.iertng ult1mate rtotory poeaiblo. 
Grein and potato crops in hropo and Rueoia reoord tallure: no 

tood in Europe tor l i vootock noxt winter; no fertilizer tor next 

:rear's cropa; German gre.1n reserTo• rotting tor lack ot adequate 

storage. Contusion 81ld illwill in Poland and other oapturod ecri­

cultural. 41otricte; tmAine 1941 i t we can iraiotain blocl<Ade; and 

with splendid materiel. aid tl'Om .America elreed.7 begi.D.DJ.ng to arr1Ta 
in ueetul CjU.lllltit:r hope to ret ain oontrol ot a&e., and bolDl> and 

ate.no ane>11 into subiaiaeioo. Britain, hMded by tre.de uniona, 

united aa never before; determined to take an:r puni shment and 
tight to absolute ttnioh under Churchill's magoitieeot lMdorohip. 

' 'l'«lpsr ot country at highest pi toh ot resolution and o.otirtty; no 

u.u being loet; no el.aclcneae in adllln!atretioo now; - and am 
oomJ)letely undismoyed; no taint hoe.rte ho1"8 . Britain hoe r1aon to 

occasion and, with Az:ertca •a aat•rl&l aaaletenoe, she int ends to 

win. 
·. 



. " 

' 

Conversation at luncheon with lo!r. Vlendell Willk1e, President 

ot C0111UonweaJ.th & Southern Corporation on Deoen'ber 11, 1939· 

After a pleasant grootina, l<lr . liillJc1e a sked "'" whetber I 

bad read Justice Frankturter•s new book. Ile ho.d been asked to raview it 

for the Harvard Law Review. I said I had reed £Ost of tbs articles in 

it sol!le years past, but I had not reread them i n book torm. Re expressed 

t:;:;f"admir a t ion for Frankfurter's style. I complimented bin; on hie 

review of David Cecil •s Life of :.Ord Milbourne. He expl.n1ned boYI he 

heel come to review t oot book a fter he had refused to l"eview Jorooa Fronk ' a 

and other books where he 1•.uuld hnve had t o intrude hie own poli tiaal 

views whi ch might be considered yrope.e;enda . 

i'he oonvel"Sation veered to Paul MoNutt . He pooh- poohed the i dea 

thet they ?lore close friends. Ha had not s een much of Paul since college 

days . Paul had sought his advice in 19)6. Ho suggeated tbe.t he ought to 

take some of the private offers he had had so no to talce oere of his 

fS<lily end not to be dependent on the vicissitudes of politics. He had 

no object ion t o his becoming President· o r Indiana University , but he had 

Objected to hie holding the office vacant while ho made uP his ru.nJ... In 

a speech out in Indiana , he hod pleasontly referred t o Pnul ' s as91ration to 

be President of t he Uni ted States, but that was only a ploasantry. El•i ng 

and l:clle,le had awroeched h1Jll t o support J.'.CNutt for Preaident, but he had 

refused becsuae of a ditference in pr inciple and he bnu so told Paul . Paul 

we.a, be thoue)lt , o New Deuler and be v:ao not. After that sotle dispereging 

remnrks ebout hie corperete dealins• appeared in o nuriber of I ndiana pepero 

and be bad trnced these to tho Democrntic State OOJmnittee . 
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I rtaarke4 tb8t a n1Aber ot pol1tio1ane .. ce4 t o think 1HUH 

4i 4 not count. "Yea• , W111Jc1e ea.14 , •FDrley tbought he hod inado RooaeTOlt 

Preo14ont by gernarina the dologotoo , but that would not .bo.,.. bean poeeible 

it tbo Pree14ent•a 14eu had not appeal..S to tbo oountry et tha t il:;e. • I 

ogreod , but eaid t bno wore tit .es r4len isoues did not count, as back in 

1920. 

I told WUllcio o ntmlbor ot us bo d been Olllbarrassod by r opor to 

circulated, probably by Paul ' • lieutenante, thet the P:reoident bad put 

hi• hand upon Paul . Wo thought that was premature . l!any things n!gbt 

happen before tho convention. Ho lllight then put .bJ.a hand on Paul and then 

"88in be mgbt put bi a hand on aar.eono lloe. 

Willlcie agreed tbot ono could not make premature deoisione . Ile had 

ta.lk..S with Arthur Vandenburg, an old friend, onr the weekend . Ba pre­

f erred him to Tart or O.wey, nnd yet he told him ho thought he was all 

wrong on neutnlity. We could not be i s olated in t bo llD<lern world . Be 

a l oo told h1M ho profoundly dionsreed with h1m on tho tariff. He r olt 

deeply tb&t lower tariN' e.nd treer trade wore or vital im;>ortance. Ho wee 

tranlc to any tho t ho llligbt r avor llull over the prosJ:19et1..-. Republican 

candidates . 

I tw1 tted •u.11c10 about hie t alk on Ute beginntna ot forty . l!e 

said the tirat he beard o r hie 01111didaoy woo fi'om Arthur Krook ' o col\lll'.n a 

raw nalca aeo and Arthur Ind ao14 he got 1 t tr= a new Deol eource. I told 

hil:I th!lt report• or bio oandi daoy had come r rom ne11 York over eix montho 

ago, had been brought to ua by newepe.per men . 

Wllllti• could not u.aa1ne himoelt a oo.ndldate . People had 
came and ottered to put up money ( aevoral hundred thouaand ) t o ti.llloJ> .. 
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h1lil ond got h1Jl delegatea. Be said nothin& doing . He could not il:agine 

hll:aelt l'llllcing the equiTooating atat-nte Which a candidate tor ottice 

u8Ually ml8t make. Ot oourae it be got a tel egraa illtomillg bill that 

be had been nominate<! t or President on a pl11tto:m that ambodied princ1plee 

w1 th which ho agl"06d, be would not rotus-.Mndel:' those ci rcumatanoee, you 

wouldn' t retuee. l'ew people riould . 

But genol:'ally speak1ng ho t hought be woo much too outal)Olcen to 

l'\111 tor ott1ce. People told h1a that be •ao too outspoken in bueineee 

artairs . Other people oa1d tho "8Y to handle governcent was by tnore, 

or by kiddillg gonnunant otticialo along, 11e,y1ng aioo .-ordo at l'ioehington , 

g1T1Il(l them Dice •10rda to their taco and t ho st iletto to their baok . 

But be could not roally underotnnd wby \'laehingt on di d not try 

t o work w1 th tba J:lOro progressive olmnDnt• in induotry , tboao in tho 

ut lli ty induotry l ilco h1111.selt 7lbo !lad t ried t o sillpl1ty their corpor11te 

etruoturoa, to inteorate their proporti .. and reduce their ratee . 

I rllllUked tint r.o did want t o, but it \.'88 ditticult at tilnoe. 

Tako , tor oxai' ple, t ho unprovocative ototmi:ent ot the Proeident toot 1·10 

woro studying tho JlO••ibilitieo ot a OU!J&r-grld W&B countered 11Hll n blnet 
(1?'~) 

froOI him th11t ouob a grid wee wholly uonace•l!lll'Y. 
I\ 

Well, be r eported, Dave Lilienthal and Lioter lil.ll bnd made an 

unproTokod att.ok on h1lll in connection with rureJ. elect~tication -

Hill ' s stetoce.nt hod oone rtsht after a llhite llouRe ccnteronco . Tbtae wne 

tollo>1ed up by llorrie' attack on Cono\Cller ' e tinnnc1ng. It lookod l ike 

concer ted nctivn to bin . 

I aaoured hbl thnt I know nothina ot Lilienthal'• epoech before 
• ree.diIJg 1t in the newapa.pero . It wu r • d1ouloue to talk or e high O<lllltltJld 
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Aa ho knew troa the oolmne, Lilhntbal and llorr18, perbepe w1 th aoce reason, 
had objaoted to even a l oose asaoo1at1011 or TVA wi th the Inter1or Department . 

There wae no ju.et1t1Gat1on ror hie bl\1tal att a clc on Norr11. Norrie 
me,y havo aieundei:-etood the Consumers ' financing, that ne r"'1d1l7 
explainable owing to the OOlll])l1oat1ons Of holding oompany finance . The 
anraa• It.all oould not unders tend wb)r 1t rAde no 41tt•renca Whether the 
bold1na comp<llly pe.1d $:30 or $60 n s hare . Certainly 1t was di!ticult to 
Judge the r eeeonableness ot tbo deal by comj)6l'180n w1 tb out aide bide under 
auch oircUlll.fltances. 

But Norrie' oontusion should have boon proof enouah that there wno 
no concerted action. Certainly be ought to give ce credit t or being able to 
avoid thut contusion , had I been &dV1s1na 011 gon•rel strategy. Ha smiled. 

I then pointed out that the Obtu:>ber ot C"""1orca bad riede an attack 
on tba grid in al.Jlloet the """"' tenoa tttlt bo ht\d used. Their roleaae 8'!14 
that thoy Ind issued a r eport . But \Vhon I tried to get tho report they said 
tint-~ available or would be a..-aU.eble tor s ...-eral. de.ya . 

Willkie said thot I was quite ni•te.kon in my sUlT.li•e t hut Ile hod 
anyth1J18 to do w1 th the Clw:l})e;- ot Commerce . Be thou;;bt 1 t was a etupid and 
inetteotive organi zation and ho Md never hed anything to do wit h it. You 
will probc.blY t tnd thllt book ot thoir roport are soLio or thos e wbo oome down 
bare protesai.,.. to be your tirende . 

I told bl.Jn that Scatt ergood bad been brought East for tba very purpose 
ot tryina to wotlc out the SJ'id proposition llmicebly with the utilities end 
Soattergood • til'erently had tbo belt or raletion.o with the print• utilitiH. 

Ba eaid tmt me,y be - but Bauer ot Southam Co.Urornia Ediaon who 
proteeeae to bl • frie nd or Scattergood M.d been • trouble-melcer tor his own 
ende . Vl111k1e, o. r ow yenra a go , hod o lona and trieudl7 converoetion wit h 
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the President. llcNinch who -• tban r.q1a1ng the Preaidont g11vo out 

reports toot the converaation had. been aorill'.onious and tba t he , 1'1111.lcio, 

hod be&n ottenaive. 'l'hen lloN1noh wne using Bnuer an hie etooge nnd. a a 

n toil to W1llk1e. \'11llkie epolco to Baun, Bauer eaid be wae in a to1J811 

epot OTor Boulder Dem, and he bad to pl11.7 MoNinob • s g=e. Then be promioed. 

to lean town . But J.!cll1ncb got hold or h1ll and got hill to eond a telegraa 

that be l oved COllJ>8tition . 

• 1uat tor ~d ott tbe reoord , let ma try to tind om tor 

you wbo lo baok of the Chamber' e report . I shouldn't be aurprieed 1t 

Ned an4 Floyd bad a hand in lt.• 

Ylillkie :first phonod to lier le Thorpe , but be was pl aying golt . Then 

ho phoned the Edison Institute in Now York, asking first for a lair . Bowingor (? ) 

who wee not in end tbon t or Charlie Kellogg . I could hear only 0110 aide ot 

the convereotion but lts tenor wee ObTious. \'lilllc1o naked i f Kollogg lcnow 

anything about tho report , It seeioed t bllt t be Ineti tute did and he.d. belped 

IClllewhat on the report which we.a written by ?.!f,uendorf - an official or 

Southern California Edi eon, and 1obn 1 . Owen, a Vice President of Stan.dard 

Gee & EJ.eotrio . I believe 1:1llJc1e Mid tbu one or tho other of tbue waa 

the be ad of Olclahoce. Geo and llloot rlo . i'Ullcio asked Kell.Ogg who be t hought 

waa back or thio gri d i dae , was it Cohen ond Corcoran - Kellogg e.p)lOrently 

r,!'lied .II/;, yes! and they wont to rooa govol'Dl1.ont hydro and steem into thoir 
,/ 

gri d eo a• to compete wi t h t he private ut111t1ee . Wi llkie asked whot her 

Nod and J'l.oyd had helped on the r•port an4 the answer nppe.rent ly woe t hey 

bed to a 11lnited extent , but tho 11\ain work Wall done by lllllendort , l!illlcie 

rc..ark.iqi t hat 0...., .... a otut'ted ahirt . 

1'1llkio spoke about hi• 41Gl11ce of adl:1111etrat1.,e and ooi:l.eaion 
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goverment whioh enoouragod t""oriti a and chicanery and penal ized thoH 

who were outspoken and trutht\Jl. I aaid tbll t we w1'1led to -ice our • 
standarde u detini te ae possibl e, but t o deal w1 th tho 0011pl ex1 tin ot 

modern buoine&1 you had t o have tlexible standards. The utillt1u had 

even ooll!Plained tbD.t aeation 11 was t oo inflexible . I said I thouaht tbnt 

we would have to roaort to t he adrn1niotrat1va proaeea as a 0811118 ot 1r.nkJ.na 

certain the inevitable area of uncertaint y Etbraced i n the Sherman Anti-

Trust l aws. I ~unded cone ot rq O'ICD ideea on this subjec;. .:hich on 

not r.levant to the present d1ecuaeion or the utility industry and •1llk1e 
/ 

v;es inclined to agree with i::e . 

I then told '11llk1e that I thought that he ought to try t o oontorm 

with section ll and troo hil:lselt tro~ nttaok on that ecore . He eold he 

had put hie 1nt96rat1on 1•lnne before tho Comieeion. He was w1llill6 to 

.... P or sell tor a tllir price his aouthern properties if be oould a~ulre 

an equivalent a:ount or properties 1n llichigen and Indiana . I aaid althoUGh 

there Ir.8Y be """"' dirterance ot opinion on the OoJOniseion and I could s peak 

only tor a.yaelt, I did net think section l l obli ged t he COlCl!ieeion to 

integrate t o proeorve the t op- holditlB company. I thouabt that unless the 

t op holding oonpwiy waa i taeli able fll"OClpt l y to comply w1 t h the Aot , the 

t hiilg tor the Caa:Liaeion to do , was t o cOLpel the top compcny t o giv e up 

its control ot ita operatJ.na syat..a , eo that inteuation instead or bdng 

directed frolll above for the b eneti t Of the t op CIOlllpe.niea should prooeed 

tr<>111 the bott om as diotated by oper.tine eoonomiee. Too 1m1oh attention was 

being given to pros•rving tbe slender equltioa or the top compe.niee whioh 

ought to become pueive inveatltent oompw1iee. llUlkie pretended that b.e 

hnd nover bM.rd ot tbeae ideas botore and o~Tiou.1¥ he did not 111<• tile. 
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Willki e again int erjected t he thought that we were not w1ll1Jla t o 

play with the most progressive elements, and scoffed st the ides that he 

was tied Ylith the Morge.us, whom he bad not met until after the Holding 

Company Act , when he went to them to s ee whether they would not help 1rork 

out and furnish money for integration developnente. An.d he let't me w1 th 

the impressi on tbat be waa mistaken i n thinki ng t hat the Morgans had e i ther 

Throughout our talk ViHlkie sought to g ive the i npression tbat 

be had bean punished for his outspoken candor. Re also expr essod hurt at 

rerorks in some collll:llls about his mother giving hb'. intellectual food 

but not oari ng much about her housekeening , and that he was tol d the 

coltullllist got bis ini'ormation tor a New Deal source . I told biJr, I bad 

not seen the particular collllnll , bu t what I heard of his mot her from 

Lowell Mel let t end others wee , I thought , highly complimentary, and I 

thought he probably bed missed the compliment intended by t he oollJJ!IIlist~ 
In leaving I asked l'IUlki e to be sure to have e. t alk with 

Scattergood , who bad already spoken with hie colleague, Yates, about the 

value of a super grid. He said tllat he would. We left on most amicable 

t erm.s , \'1illkie promising to come over end have l unch with me soon. Hs -s~eted nrul I agreed , that our talk was completely off the record . 
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Dear W.asy: 

NATIONAL POWER POLICY COMMITTEE 
INTllUOR BUILDING 

WASHI NGTON 

August 11. 1940 -
• 

I neglected to tell you when I sent you, tor the Preeident, 
the Burlingham-Thacher-Rublee-Acheson letter on the deatroyera that 
tile letter had also been approved by Frank L. Polk and Allen Dullea. 
Polk did not llign because he tea.red his llignature would do .more 
harm than good. Allen Dul.lea did not sign because he bad on a f&W 
occasions advtaed the British Purchasing Agency. 

I should think today (Friday) or Saturday would be the beat 
possible time for the President to announoo the arrangements tor the 
transfer or the destroyers. It is absurd to think, as Ifll8h Johnson 
suggested in the News on Wedneeday, that the announcement of the 
destroyer deal. would blot out 1.ntereat 1.n Willkie ' s acceptance epesch. 
Rach baa its own and distinct significance and the Battle of England 
cannot be stayed. But it is true that with Congress away for a few 
days and the political scene momentarily shifted to Elwood, it would 
be difficult tor the isolationists to stage an exhibition against the 
destroyer deal. When Congress reconvenes the transaction would be 
regarded as settled policy, and no matter which way the war turns, 
the wisdom of that policy will become increasingly evtdent. / 

I.lies ldargueri ta Le Hand 

The White House. 

Yours, 

«- v. c 
Ben v. Cohen 

;!·· .., 



Dear llieoy: 

NATIONAL POWER POLICY COMMITTEE 
llfTUIOll llllLDINO 

WASHINGTON 

August l 6 , 1940 

. .__. 

I think t ho Pre s i dent lllight be iotoreatod to know about a telopbone call I bad tot147 rroa Senator Wheeler 1n regard t o ro­appointlnent ot Brown to tho FCC . 

Wheeler eoid t bat while tho evidence bad not direct~ 11.nkod Broe "1th the Baet1Jl&e-llo101 diecloeuroo , tbs a1 tuetlon tto • ... ouy• . He and ot horo had leapt Tobey f 'rom int roducing oTi­denco about Brown' a pri vate t10ralo, but tbere was e lot or naat 7 t allc. 

Both Wb1 te ot Maine and Road or Keneoa bad cone to him ( ~'beeler) and aelced wbet her Brown ' a name could oot be wi tbdn.c . \fbeeler eoid tbat be t lx>ugl>t tbe wl tbdrtlwel would be tor tbe good ot tbe 1nduetry aa well 111 or the Com:niaelon and that the dis­closures and talk bad impelred 81-own ' s usotuloees. 

But Wb.eeler stated tbet ho wea onl.7 reporting tbe situation and wee not personally roqueot1Dg the witbdruwnl.. AJ.t hoUBh Tobey would make a dieagroeabl o tight on the floor be t hougl>t tbet Brow probably could be cootirmed. 

liioa Mllrguorit e Le llond 

The White Houae 

Yours , 

11- ;, ' <!!--. 
Bon V. Cohen 



J· .. o . Jr . 



, 

Deu ._,_ 

!la&• la a vo rrtou~ la'9n••S.C 

Yoa ba't'e oaq left '*' cma u•MI' -
aAll &be• la t.be •''-' ot mir om tM>••pl 
1 aa fM'••r plalaUft. 



• 
OFFICE OF WAR MOBILIZATION 

WA8HINQTON. O. C. 

lfar<:h 8, 1944· 

Dur llr. Preeident: 

I tbou&ht J'OU lligllt b• int•re•ted to reed tbe 
attached .....,....,dua ot mine concem1ng tb• lourt.h tora. 
It eonaidore eoborq, and poeaibq too gloomil.7, .... ot 
the ditticult.iao wldch would contrcot th• .Hd.nbtretion 
during a t OW"tb term, and 1 t at.ire tbo queetion whether 
tb•ro ii ao7 pr.ctical altemati .... 

Tbe President., 

The llbite Houee. 

Youre, 

l!l- v. c.. 
a., v. Coben 

·~ 



llDIORJJIWll CONCDlNP:G '!!IE FQUR'.11! TE!ilh 

Thie •"""'rand\n eeeks to anal;rT-• brie.fl;y the eituation with 

reference to t he fourth t enn !rom t he point ot view of thoae generally 

eympathetio with the Preeident' s program on both the hOClle and foreif11 

front . It ...,. be taken tor granted that those ebaring thie point of view 

would, becauae or their belie!•, loyally and actively support t he Presi­

dent if he concluded, in ligllt of all t he facts available to him at the 

time ot the 01m<>cratic Convention, that it was hi• duty to etand for 

another ten. It i s ass11Ded, moreover, that notwithetanding the dilfi­

cultiee and dieadvantagee of a fourth tenn, t he President would and should 

coneider it hie duty to stand for another tonn unl ess he felt reasonably 

assured at the tue he mu.st make his decieion that the eacceeding Ad:ninie­

tration 110uld.carry out the major aspecLa of his foreign policy in the 

prosecuti~n ot tho war Md tho organization or the peace. 

In considering the advisability of the Preeident ' a standing !or 

another t er-., it is believed roaeonable to aeslDe that it he did stand he 

would be reelected . It is aleo believed reasonable to assume, despite the 

prevalence of less favorable prognostications, that if the President atood 

for r eelect ion, both the Sm1Ate and th• House would orobably retain 

n<ninally Democratic majorities . 

The real difficulty concerninv, tho fourth term liea in the 

probability that the Preeident will not be able to coowand working u.Joritiea 

e,mpathetic with hi• general Poll•ie• and programa ill either House, parti­

cula.rly with reference to ~rtant domestic issues, and t hat theee di!­

ferencee on d0111estic iesuea would in verioua wa,ys, l ogJ.cllll,y and illogically, 
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be carrlad into tha toraigi tiald. 

' The aigniticance ot the recent Barl<ley incident cannot be ignored. 

It revealed a lack ot cohesion and teamiork on the part ot men upon whOlll 

th• Praaida.'\t muat relJ' that cannot be lightl7 oaased ovar. Obviously the 

Pre•idant 1 s message whi ch waa uaed aa the occui on !or the attack on t he 

President offers no real explanation of the majorit y loader'• r e1i81'9tl on 

without oral or writt en coomunication of bi• intention to the Preaident . 

The majority leader could have urged the overriding of the veto without 

going out of his way to give co=!ort to the Pre•ident 1 s an..U.es. 

EverT ad:d.nietration 1• in a sen•• • coalit ion or diverse 

political t orces. No adi:linbtrati on can govern for long without giving 

a feelinjt of grievance to some ot the forces upon 'l<hich it mu.ot rely tor 
/.upport. The long conti .nusnce i n power of the 111.'lle Acbiniltration baa 

result ed in a situation in v.hl.ch nearly all the forces oupporting t he 

Administ rati on nura e real or illlagined grievances against the President 

and hia Acbinistration !or a variety and contrariety ot reasons. Barkley' s 

re:nark, "my cup runneth over• ie all too aymptOOl&ti c of the feeling or 

"'8JlJ' of the oldest and mo•t devoted of the Pre•ident 11 tee'!llltes. EverT 

little incident or appointaient that 11 diaplaasing to any ot t heo i• 

viewed not as an isolated event but i• projected back on • whole patt ern 

of past grievances. The conservative friends of the President are ever 

feerf\11 o! a revinl ot radicali••, while hi• liberal and labor eupportera 

are ever suspiciou.s ot being let-down. Jaaloueie• and enmities "1thin 

the Adml.nietration even in the hij\her echelons are faintly concealed. 
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The nr etill brings th• necuaar,y eupport back o! the Preeic:Mnt 

t.o carry through the moet urgent parto o! tho nr program. But the 

Adllinistration lack• even a au!!iciently solid baaia aa a coalition govern­

.... t t.o comnand the uni.tied aupport o! it• 01lll a..Cers in tha execut.iva 

branch, and energetic and articulate eupport of working majorities within 

the Congreas tor &117 progr&1:1 sponsored b7 the Admini•tration ie eadly want-

ing. 

There ie no ground to jus tify the expectation or an i:nproved 

political eituation during a fourth term. The probl em• of reconstruction 

will be ae difficult and intricete aa, ponibly 110re difficult and intri-

cate than, the nrobl•• which had to be met during the depression and during 

the war. llanagement, labor and agricultural groups have tended during the 

war to becCJC1e less conaciou• ot their cOl!l!lOll interest• . It will not be 

easy to revive the driv1ne faith which mass opinion bad i .n and gave t o tho 

New Deal. The soldiers u-e likely to return, teeling that they got tho 

aborter end of the stick. They •r• likely t Q be biued agilnat whatever 
'-party 1e in power. 

There 1a d&n11er which cannot be wholly ignored that a fourth 

te""' would ba an "'1ti-cll.mu:. There i• danger that Rooseveltian ideu, 

like Wilsonian ideas, r&&y be discredited tor • eonsidereble period, not 

because they .re basically unsound but because political conditions nil 

not oen:dt th.., to be accepted or even fair ly understood . There is a 

question whether tho innu•nce ot Roosevelt and hie ideas m&y not be great­

er in the period roll.owing tho war it there i• no fourth term. If there 

1e no fourth term, the people w1ll aln,ye rc«1ber that in no crisis or 

.. ergmey did Rooeevalt evar let th• down. \\'hoevar succeeds the Pre•ident, 

• 
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tho canon people will aln7s bl &eking whether th• new Preoident i • fitr;ht­

ing for &nd watchin& out tor th•ir intereota u did Roosevelt. lln a oeneo 

the enduring Tllue of Rooanelt' a id•&a u .. in their power to eu.-.1.,. 

a ch&nge· in adminiatration, &nd the prcapeot of their aurvivt.l ~ depend 

upon hi• c .. aing t;o be President before he enter• upon & period o! &nti­

cl.ill&x. , Whatever t .. porary reaction there tfJ1J.Y be against the Preeid•nt 

and hie ide&a, eucb rMCtion may be much •hort•l'-lived and auch loH in-

jurioua to the b .. t inteuets of th• countrr 1! he him5el.f do•• not tey 

to ti~t througb &n &nti -cli&actic tena. 

Agaitl•t &11 these cireumatancu wh.ich argue against a fourth 

tenn, pa.rti cularly from the point o! view of the President &nd nia oupportera, 

must be weighed the d&ng•l'--to some extent to the war but to a much greater 

extent to the poac-o! a change in &dlDiniatration during the very climax 

of the most -•ntou• nr in all history. Thar• is Utt.le question that 
• 

the American people do not want a change now, and that a change in 

ad!dnistration now would create great uncertaintieo , doubts and misgivings 

thrcu~out th• world in regard to Americ&n foreign policy in the prcaocution 

of the war and the organization of the peace. It i a not a question whether 

th••• uncertaintiH, doubto and mbgiving• •hould exist. They do exist. 

The President' a ret\laal to run again, particularl;f in view of tho Ulcoli­

hood of a Republican b•in~ elected aa hit euccHsor, 1'oul.d undoubtodl;f 

have a tendS\cy to ageravate these uncortaintiea, doubts and foaro, and 

it would not be a&ay to counteract the impreaaion that th• election in 

acme ""'1 involved a repudiation o! the Preaidont' a foreign policy. 



Unleu, th•relor•, - wa,y can be !OW1d t<> diepel or reduoe 

greet:Q' th•H uncerta.illtiu, doubt• and mhgirlnga about our foreign policy 

in the prosecution ot th• ,,... and th• organisation ot th• puoe, • fourth 

t e:r:a 'llh&tenr ite hasard• will probabl7 be inevitable and unn oidable. 

Th• probl111. that confront• the Preeident and tho•• moat 

8""P&thetio to the !resident 1• not to tind Ju•tilication tor another 

term. That 1• Y•r/ ea•y. The Hal problc 1o to diecover whether there 

1a azrr practical. alternative to a fourth tena. And that problom urgent:Q' 

requires the beat thought that the !ri911da ot the Preaident can g1 ve to 

it . 

Poaaible al.tenl&tivea to a fourth tenii are suggested here to 

atir t hought on the subject and to question the widespread uaumption that 

no possible altemative can be found. 

An:r al.temative, ot course, DJat be discarded cnleoa U can 

ccmiw:d bi-partiaan eupport. Fortunately the,... are condition• ..mich make 

it advantagooua tor both the Democratic and Republican partiea to approve 

a reasonable altemative, and from the Proaident ' a own point o! vi"" and 

!rem t he point of view of getting acceptance of a reasonable alternative, 

it is even helpful that the advantages to the Republican party •omewhat 

outweigh the advantage• to the n-ocratic party. Ir a ""Y can be found to 

relieve the Preaidt<'lt !rois running !or a fourth term, it is obviou• that 

the chances o! a Republican victory at the nut alection will b• iat•aeurably 

increased. On the other hand, if th• President 1a relieved f rom ruMin11 

for another tem, thou~,h the Democrat• ma7 lose tho next election, they 

would have an excellent chance tor a quick c°""'back. They would eacape 



-. 
• 

an t.nt.i-cliMctic t•J'll which 1'0Uld be illelJ- t.o be charact.erized b.r d•dly 

internal party at.rife and which would be likely t o drive th.,. !rOlll power 

tor year a . lloreove.r it ia not wholJ.T imposaible that deprived ot the 

opportlmity o! riding into office on the popularit1 ot t.he Preaident, the7 

would yield to intelligent party leaderahip and diacipline whioh might 

even gain tor then the nut election over an oxceaaively confident RepubUcan 

party . 

But r egardleae ot partiaan advantage or disadvantage, no altema­

tive to the fourth term can be regarded aa practical unleoa it hf lpa to 

unily the country behind the 1111.r and the organiution of world oeace. If 

the iosues of the war and ot the n&t ura of the peace must be fought out 

in the next election, a fourth term •ould probably have to be regarded as 

unavoidable. 

The moat r ealiat.l o altemative there!oro to a fourth t erm would 

teem to be an agr eement between the Republicane and Ilemocrata to adopt 

a ca;n;on !oreii;n policy olat!orm sufficiently clear and ccmprehenaive to 

reoiove !rOlll the election of any controversy about /ucerica' a position in 

the war and at the pea ce table . I t i• a little doubtful, however, whether 

the apirit o! auch an agrec.ent would carry thl'O\IJl)I the ca::.paipi unleaa the 

agr•El:lent was accompanied by aome tangible act demonotrating to the country 

and to the world t bat th• agreement waa more than a fon:w.la of words. 

'Ille beat mean• of givinp rltalit7 to the agreec:.• nt ar.d • ale gu.rding it.a 

per!ormance "'Ould be to hove both pertieo pledge thomaelvee and their 

nominee• to the aupport or the sugge1tion that Preeident RoooeveJ.t aeeept 

an invitation to becaoe th• Chief l:.xecutive Orticer of tho nn international 
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organisation to u.int &1n the p<1ace. Thia would, i t. ia true , deprlve 

America ot having PrHident Roo .. velt u i ta own r eaponoible leader during 

th• critical period o! peace negotiation•. But it would demonetrata to the 

world, poesibl;y a• et!ectivel;y a• a victorious but bitt erly conteated tourth 

t erm elect.ion, the confidence of the country in President Roosevelt and hi• 

for•ii11 polic7. 

Another alternative which bu be., suggested in a constitutional 

o.11endment postponin_g all federal electi ons tor one year. This suggesti on 

baa been f avor abl;y consider ed b,1 some prominent Republicans on tho 

aaoumption, of courae, that the President would not atand tor a fourth 

term in 1945. It the higjl CQJD'Mlld o! bot.h part.i ea vigollOU•ly supported 

the oropoaal, it mieht not be wholly impoaaible to get it t hrough the 

Congreaa and have it ratified by the requisite n,,_ber ot states by the 

convention method . But. the ti one for get tin. au ch M amendment is •hort. and 

the difficultie• in tho way very great. AlthouA)> the amendment, if ratifi ed, 

would go far to eatablieh the unit7 of tho count ry bohin<! the war and tho 

peace, it does not seem to be nearl y as realistic and ae practicable &I 

the fir•t alternativa suggested. 

There are undoubtedl7 diaadvant&gea and diffi culties connected 

nth both of the•• proposals . But tho proposals do como autficiently near 

the realJll of possibility to suggest that the <1u1st for a practical 

alternative to a fourth t ,erm ahould not be abendoned. Even thout,11 th• 

search for a oractical. alteJ'Tlativ• ie unsucceaatul, t h• knowledge t hat 

a search ie being made may hav• a ealutory and eober inA effect on public 

opinion. I t would help to emphaabe that it the President does at.and !or 
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another hna ,it will not. ~ t.o preserve hie o"" power or personal poait.ion 

or t.ho power or poaition of his part.;r, but to eecure the acceptance and 

tt.1t.hlul eoc:ocution ot the policies and principl•• tor 1'bich he baa !ought. 

• 
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I ... ill 1 .. lorlt Tia•~ tor WUlld.•' • r-r.J.. Tbat -..w.. I •pet -.idvabl• UM with S.•tor laU, lll.riob hll, and .t.r\ll&r Oolda1tb. Bell 111111 llold•lUI b&n bee world.q w1UI IDl•.U DaTeport. \o pt a ll'OllP or aat.1~ laio111>. llepubll.OU11 to .,,.. O'llt. and work tor 7oa. 1lll1i. tbe7 b&n -4• coouiderabl• proc:l'9H, t.1117 r..i t.liat. ..," deoilin 1pee1r1n1 cm \be torelp 11- ii DeCMM.l7 \o .able th• to c•t. .... ot th• .... t laportt.Dt. llepubliOU11 on Ui.tr l11t to ~ attinat.1Tel7 aotln ill 70IU' npport. 

S-\or Ball ld.uelt lJldloat.d t.liat 1.t 7ou O&M oat cl-.rl7 and d&tinitel.7 cm tM toreip 11 .... 1, whiob ao1t ocmoWll Ida, b• would publlol,T 1111PPOrt 7ou. Tba iHUH •blob llOlt ............ b1a &HI (l) tM earliH t poHibl.9 torut.lcm ot tM ll'llit.d lat.loDI 8...-ar1t7 OrpJll.aat.lcm aDd Oll1' •tz7' tbuei.D before tiJ>al. pe&c• 1ettl••ntl ar. u.d•J (2) th• -tao.•t, b7 'rirtlu or t.b• TOte or our reprwHDtetiT• "" tM COUDoll wit.bollt t'lartber Concre11icoti apprOTOJ., ot the uu or an t.trHcl upon quote ot onr ll1li t&l7 torcM tor aot.lcm to ll&1JI t.a1n p.ao• ord..-.cl b7 the CouDcilJ (J) Oppolltico 'to ........... ucm oo our •tz7 illto. Ule OrpJliaatico llbiob waW.d. ••&kc 1 t• power to aot to ai.Dtain peao• &Del 1\op aur••aico • 

..., qv.Nt.lcmecl wbet.bor be woulcl tallt to 7°" alClll U...e UaN U \be oppor1mdt7 WU Pl'N•t.ci, b• 1llcl1o&tecl t.liat he wwJ.d be Clad to 1.t t.berw n• no publloil;r u be clld not w11b bis purpoHa a111mder1tocicl. 

Other llepal>UO&DI ••tlcmecl u be1q 1n a e!•Uer politlcm 1nolnclecl Dr. lrnNt W. Bopld.n1, lleolu ~ a.Uer, uthar S.Ual>ersor, ~t. 11eDrJ Bnold.nriclce, Ira. •Ullaa Herr !1a7ee, Tea i.a-t, 8P7Z'O• lll<all'ra•, 11n. Samal Barlow, lira. bm•tb SUiplon, J • .l. lllcal, and llqb loon. 

I Moal.cl tbiak a tallt w1UI Scat.or laU ~ be parlloalarl,r belpflll. botb 1n reprd \o \be aleoticm and \be 11tuat1cm after eleotlcm. llbll• I hope lleD&tor Wollette 11 not ompJ.etel.7 lolt to u, I t.b1nk lie -OCMlllPT _.. tM - po11t.lco 1n relatlcm to t.be .Main1.tntlcm u 6-tor i;.,olllt.te cl1cl 1n \be -.rl,r cll79. 

u . 
I al.M tallted w1 t.b C. c. air 11 "'lbu and 1&rle4 b1a to ue bil lntlD•o• to cet S.O...ta17 Stiucm to llpeak oat. o.c.1. cl1d not bell .... 
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SU..Oll wollld, bot aa1d be would prob&b~ aped the wMkllld wi\11 
8\iaaOD. I tll0111bt. t.bat. Jt:M. al&bt. wiab t.o &•t eou word t.o c.c.s. 
t.o .,oourqa b1a t.o praaa at.ro111l7. 

~ fl< t:: : 
Ben V. CobaD 
G.,.nJ. Colmnl 
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r s•n • ,...., u, 1"5 

,..,. ... 
I M'N ti.. 11.U, a .... ...i et ~· .... .a• • ..._ 6ir .,_, u.. na .. .,...._._ 

n-. .... - ..... ...., dUn..1"9 ~· tlae fU"u.1u •u•peU. et "Clo "'1_., ... te la* et 47 i i&U.. • tale tan tale' Ir. aaJ.l ..,-u• .. , - nu • , ...... , \Ill app;wcal et • 
&s;rop&aU.. o •\tee - _, *' ..,...._tal npla"-8 ,., ta. Os "'lR' ..,... all '811atu\ 
~lanalt • 

.. , I wllb 10• WDa1cl .. , lea, 11 te 10\ late 
\be ~' ..S 11.,. 1w:1 W•u _. eoa'ri.1Uou \o ._.,. U.. tW wt a ,_.. to *1ela JW -' I an 
........ ~ Dopar ......... ,... -· betla ..... I -"' 7W .. wn wltla u - • tlall, ~ _., i. 
,. ..... , t.8 - ....... et wt••'ll tile wu • tu\ taoH tla1I _.,. l ....... JW ..... Uall, .... tile 
.. , lie .. - la11l\la\ - .. 

lo _, ..._ lle\w .._ 7W all ST ,_ t=odla\e 
JllN la nla\Ua \o t-.ip &ttaln _,I WOl&U 1le 
~ _, ar-'lT pl ..... U l aw 7W wore 1a tile 
1>opu111a•. It 70u wlll aooep\ ST J""P \ 1a Ua1I 
I will 1le - M 1nMt)l1. 

R
r.a.a • . , 

(\ . 



l'or ftl9 Pre•14eai, 

~lfi ~lfite ~ouse 
._irur 

llere 1• a 4ran ot a l•U•l' to Bens 

'Dear Bens 

• 

I bave been g1v1ng a good deal ot thought to our 

tallt the other daJ about the ltat• Department . There eeem to be 

a good ..nJ dittioultie• about the particular dee1gnatlon ot 
1 oouneellor• , due to laolt ot appropriat1one - - the taot that 

Mr,l!ull agreed not to till the Job without the approval ot the 

Appropriat ions Committee - - and that departmental regulations 

put the oouneellor over all assietant aeoretar1es in rank. 

"What I wish you would do , Ben, ie to get 1nto 

the department and give Jour talents and oonviotione to making 

the lt1nd of a peace to which Jou and I are devoted, The department 

needs JOU and both Ed and I want JOU to work with us - - on thie, 

the most important taelt - - short of winning the war - - that 

faces this country. I am eure you can do this, even though it be 

ae an asa1atant to Ed, 

"No one knows better than JOU all my own 1mmeoiate 

problems 1n relation to tore1gn atraira and I would be relieved 

and greatlJ pleased it I knew you were in the department, It Jou 

w111 accept mJ Judgment in thie I will be ever eo grateful. 

OopJ followe in pouch, 

ll:l8u-mo 
Jan.13,1946 . 

' F.D,R. • 



.. 
• • 

" ~s • 
' ( 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January l3, 19L5 

Dur Ur. ?rooi dant : 

Herc i s a draft or a 

letter t<> Bon, copy or which 

was sent you ovor the wil·e t h.11 

corning . 

·ncl. 

'· 



L . • - < .. ,,.. r.. .. -c "' 

1-,20, 1945 

Dear .... 

rov ao\e et I~ 16\11 ... a "'"" blw to ... 
I - oa1¥ M¥ ._ d..,q I ~ tlla\ JO& tel\ 

-iu ....... - ,.nu.. ia - ~\et ftato *la I bop9d ,_. -..U tom, ud tlla\ 7"'I la'" 
d tu - \lae reqMe'°4 IUU.. llJrM• t.o aooep\ TOR re11ipa U... 

tov dHlaia - tM\ tla• •W1•teV..U.. 1a l.oel.lls .. ot 1'9 men able 1184 •-'•U- Hrftllto ud \Ila\ I aa l.oeias - ot S1 _, V..W ~. 
!be HM'i••• t.lla\ JO• 11a ... r •' ired \e \lie I*''" \ u4 t.o th• -irJ' ~ t.be ,.., -.i ... ,..... ..... hem .n. .. ,,, • . 

I ria11 \Ila\ 7tlOZ deoilioa bad beta a ditfera\ 
-· '-1111 7oa. i-e ... r, I lmOIS tlla\ 7"" will -u.. to ...... t.lla -irJ' rltll ,r.\ dilU..U.. ... 
\Ila\ I olall be able \o oall 'llpGa 71* u a tr1-il ia th•,. ...... 1a th• pa1\. 

Y •1'7 11aoereq 1""", 

Ir. Ila Y. Collm, 



I 
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llEllORANDOI( FOR 

HON . HARRY L. HOPKINS 

Will you and Ed Stettinius 

prepare reply ror Ill)' signs ture? 

F. D. R. 
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OFFICE Of' WAR MOllUZATIOH AND RECOHVERSIOH 
WMHINCITON, D, C. 

epq;; • po W!!FXD!litI6L 

Janu.&J"7 16, 1945. 

Your note ot Januaey 13th, hu Ju•t reached""' · 

lb., we t&llt•d together I tried to &>q>lain to 1011 llt'1 I did not !eel that I could be e!tectin Worldng in a aubord.inat.e po•ition in the State Depart­ment. You told me that you ..anted 11e to go in u Couneellor and only technical obatael .. 'llhich you thought could be r_,ved stood in th• W&7. I expruaed t;ra'fo doubt• as to th• whdca ot tq b•comin& CCWLlillor a!ter it had b•cCICle 111.del,y known that I had been ottered and retuHd a •ubordinate position as it would appear that I had brought preaaure to bear to secure the appointment. But you were th., un1d.lllng to heed tq doubt•. 

It 1e now abundantly clear to me t hat I .. ,. not really wanted in the State Departiaent unle11 I 111.eh to accept 1ome unde!ined, subordinat e poeition and unl11s I underetand tbat ll(f .. rncee do not rank 1d. th those holdin! Preei­dentie.l appointunt. Accepting th4t Judpent on ., aervicea, I must reepective­ly a elc 7011 to accept rq judga111t that I cannot effectively aerve in the State DepartaClt under auch condit.1on1. 

I hope that you 1d.ll believe me that I have cone to this conclusion not 111.thout a he&'7 heart . You know o! my work and deop interest in the peace both before and at l)ud)arton Oaks. And my interest bas not abated, although I have not been invited in any capacity to a aingle con!erence on the work gro1d.ng out o! Dumbarton Oak• eince the State Depart.cent hae been reorganit:ed . 

""' Ae I explained to you in our talk, I have ..i~-1..r• worked 111.thout rank or position, but I have found my work and eftectiveneae increuingly handicapped by thoee 'llho put rank and poaition ahead or .. rit and eervice. In thue cir­cu:urtances I !eel, as I have told you, that I can work more et!ectivel;r out ot o!!ice than in office tor t he thing• for which you stand. I have accordingly submitted '111 r .. ignation to Justice Byrnes and at llfT request he hu accepted it . 

or couree in a private capacity I ehall conti nue to do irilatever I can to help in winning the war and the peace . At Justice J;yrn•• insistence I have agreed to continue to help h1JD 111.th tb• underetand.ing I can do eo without title or cocspensation. 

Sincerely youra, 

&- ;. a.-.e_ . 
Ben V. Cohen 

The Pr11ident, 

The Whi t e Houae. 

; 
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Janua ry 17, 1945 . 

lllQfORAHDUll FOR 

HJM. HARRY L, HOPIC1JIS 

Will y~u and Ed St e ttiniua 

prepare r eply t or IJI)' •iill& t \.ll'e? 

F. D. R. 

Per sonal and Conridental lotter frCXD Hon . 
Ben V. coben , l/16/45, to the Pre,tdent , .Ln repl,y to 
tho Pregident• s note or l/lJ, and expla~.nlnd wcy 
be feel-• that be cannot accept a position ln the 
State Dept . H• says ho has tendered his ruicnation to Justice Byrnos and 1 t has boen acce pted. Ho states 
he will continue to do wbatever ha can to help in 
winning the war ond the peace. 
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