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BN HAMILTON FISH
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For meny years Hamilton Fish hes been in very close touch with fascist ine-
fluences here and abrosd. In 1534, for example, Luke a published a
booklet called "Famine in Ukraine" containing material by Hamilton
Fish. The booklet was published by the United Ukrainian Orgenizations of

the United States. Ukrainian Fifth Columnists, working with the Nazis, were
aotive in this outfit. Luke Myshuha is himself nothing more than a Ukrainian
agent of the Third Reich. He is closely connected with the ODWU (Orgeniza-
tion for the Rebirth of the Ukraine), a fascist terrorist group which receives
its guidence from the Provid (headquarters in Berlin). Myshuha's intimacy
with the Nazis is evidenced by the fact that in 1938, es a guest of Dr. Joseph
Paul Goebbels, he spoke in Germany over a Nazi radic network. Myshuha is
editor of Svoboda, & Ukreinien language newspaper published in Jersey City,
New Jersey, and having a circulation of approximately 40,000. On February

1 end 3, 1941, Svobode published detailed instructions regerding the making

of bombs and othier explosives. The following quotetion from the March 18,
1538, issue of Svoboda indicetes the proclivities of the paper and its

editor:

"It is quite evident that smashing Russia to pieces must

be regarded as en axiom of our policys. .. The Hitlerite
Germany, prompted by its own interests, elone strives to
weaken Russia. It fights Communism and international Jewry.
«++ It is a feect thet Germany, while it fights Communism,
fights at the same time the grestest enemies of the Ukraine,
+++ We have no illusions. We lmow that we must help our=-
selves. But the powers which, without viecleting our interests,
have a desire to ruin Russia =- such, for instence, as Japan,
Germany or Italy == must not meet with emmity on our part."

The writer of this report is informed that Hamilton Fish came in touch with
the Ukrainien-Nazis through the efforts of Jacob MoCohen, a notorious agent
of the Nazis who fled this country some time ago.

Ehortly before the outbreek of the war, Hamilton Fish was doing everything he
could in Europe to promote "peace offers" of the Nazi Government. He traveled
extensively at the time in Burope spreading propaganda in support of another
Munich. He himself said,"I don't care about Munich, or if one group or encther
of the powers gains some small benefits by an arrangement. The cnly thing

thet matters is to prevent war."

In August 1939, Fish was in Germany and met with various Nazi leaders,in=-
cluding Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop. He "vacationed" at Rib-
bentrop's Fuschi Castle. In Germany he also met with Count Galeazzo Ciano,
Italian Foreign Minister, and he stayed at the same hotel that Cienc wes
steying at, the Osterreichischerof Hotel.

At the time of Fish's presence in Germany there was a debate in Congress re-
gerding Fish's activities, during which Congressman Woodrum of Virginia read
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& quote from a Berlin newspaper, the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeit » which
quoted Fish as saying he believed Germany's uIiIEE wWere Just. ilt the time
Fish was head of the National Committee to Keep America Out of Foreign Wars;
the headquarters of this organization were in Mr. Fish's congressional offices

1nﬁHlahingtnnJ

The following are some additional facts regarding Hamilton Fish's sctivities
in the United States.

He was the main speaker at a German Day celebration at Madison Sguare Garden
on Qctober 3, 15938. On that cocasion the swestilka was displayed with the
American flag end the audience sang the Horst Wessel song (Nazi Perty hymn).

Ee was instrumental in the orgeanizeation of two isolationist neutrality groups.
He was Honorary Chairmen of the Citizens National Keep America Out of War Com=-
mittee, run by L. M. Eailey. They worked closely with Fish's own group, the
Netional Committee to Keep fmerica Out of Forelgn Wers. Fish was one of the
speakers at a meeting of the Citizens Natiomal Keep America Qut of War Com-
mittee at Mecca Temple on October 26, 1939. He ‘ttiEEEE‘ng "internetionalists
end interventionists" who would repeal the embargo;w: A Y4 result in the
"un-Christien, ummoral and viecious traffic in arms," When he asked: "Who mede
ouyrforeign poliey up; where did our foreign policy originate from," the aud-
ience chorused: "The Jews, the Yiddles, the Kikes." Fish smiled and got a big
applause. He made no attempt to halt the anti-Semitic remarks. (Herald Tribune,
October 27, 1539)

On Mey €, 1540 Fish stated in Congress (Congressional Record, p. 8871) "It is
a sad and deplorable tragedy to read the constent Germanophobia snd 'T don't
want to go te war but' propaganda of certein well-knowm columnists who are ap-
parently unable to disassociste their war-like and interventionist sentiments
from the barbarous treetment of their racial groups in Europe. I am convinced
that these columnists are not serving the best interests of America or their
own race by ... their brazen attacks on the peace elements in America ... It
is none of our business what form of government eny foreign nation has ..."

Hamilton Fish, was one of the contributors (enother was Georpe Sylvester Viereck)
to the first issue of "Todey's Challenge," organ of the Nazi-directed American
Fellowship Forum, of which Frederick E. Auhagen was head. Fish's article Was
entitled "Qur International-Minded Press."

On September 26, 1540, at the New York World's Fair, Fish declared with regard
to the Japanese situation: "We cannot object to Japen holding the same use as
the United States in its declarstion of a Monroe Doctrine for Asia. Japan's
declaration may become one of the most impertant papers in the history of the
world. I urge good will, peace and understanding between Japan and America.

I hope for an agreement to internationalize the Phillipine Islands snd I favor
withdrawal of all American armed forces from China,"

Fish belongs to that small group of Congressmen and Senators who are trying
to inject racial and religious issues into Congressional debates in order to
foster their political aims.
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On May 6, 1541 (Congressional Record, p. 5663) Fish said; ™fhen I use
the term international bankers, I do not mean merely the Jewish bankers.
I mean Jews end Gentiles. I mean J. Pierpont Morgan and Thomes Lamont,
and also such Jewish bankers as Kuhn, Loeb & Co., Lehman Brothers, Jules
Bache and James Warburg. I also mean that the President ie standing up
ggainur the expenditure of two hundred million dollars of British propa-
ganda.

Fish has been a favored speaker at America First meetings and other iso-
lationist groups. At an America First meeting at Bayridge High School,
Brooklyn, on Jude 3, 1941, he agein used his conception of the international
bankers trying to influence the President in order to drag America into the
war. Agein he said, "International bankers - and I don't mean Jews, I mean
Gentiles and Jews." He ridiculed stories of a possible German invasion.

On December 16, 1940, Fish was the main speaker at a meeting of the National
Legion of Mothers and Women of America at the Hotel Adelphia in Philadelphia.
This outfit hes been notoriocus for its pro-Nazi leanings. When Fish was a
speaker at an America First Committee rally on the 20th of August,1941,in
Town Hall, Philadelphism, the Mothers end Daughters of Pennsylvania, a group
similer to the National Legion of Mothers, postponed one of their own meet-
ings so that their members could attend the Hemilton Fish rally.

In 1540 Fish was listed as a speaker at the annual Steuben Society meeting

at the Hotel Astor. In the June,1939,issue of "Einheitefront! organ of

the Nazi German-Americen Alliance, Fish received favorable comment on his
radio talk "Keep America Out of Foreign Wars." Reprints of Fish's speeches
in Congress were sent out by Charles B. Hudson, fascist anti-Semitic pub=-
lisher and editor of America In Danger! end close collaborstor with Elizabeth
Dilling, under Fish's frank.

When Prescott Dennett was subpoenaed by the Grand Jury in Washington in Septembe
of this year, the closeness of his relationship with Congressman Hemilton Fish
was established. George Hill and Hamilton Fish tried to help Prescott Dennett
by removing from his office franked envelopes which they had supplied him,
There can be little doubt that Fish kmew the role of Prescott Dennett end his
connections with the Nazi agent, George Sylvester Viereck, as Fish himself

was in touch with both Dennett and Viereck.

The writer of this report has received informetion to the effect that Hamilton
Fish accepted a number of checks for fairly large sums from a company in the
United States which has allegedly close connections with the Naziss The

neme of this company is Caviar Romenoff. One of the checks was in the emount
of $1500 another was for §1000. The writer has seen a photostatic copy of a
report in the handwriting of a Nazi agent, which describes how this money was
paid over to Fish. The writer, however, has never seen the checks themselves,
or photostats of the checks. It is, of course, quite possible thet these
checks do not actually exist.
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CONFIDENTTAL MEMORANDUM FOR
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ELLEN WOODWARD
\FRANK BANE
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Please read this in striet

confidence end let me heve it back.

F.‘D-F::
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Mrs. Roosevelt { N

The White House (¢ =\ vl
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

I recall that you asked us for suggestions following our study of the
plan submitted concerning the "Home Defense Commission". I think you
lmow me well enough to know that I am intensely interested in this
question and I am sure rou must know that whatever I say is not said
in the spirit of criticism, but rather to try to be helpful. You have
been such a fine example of what can be done through sincerity and de-
votion to our country, that I could not do less than give you my honest
opinion. I want to help.

My first suggestion is not to do anything about the plan until we have
bucceeded in passing H. Re 1776. If I may borrow the words of the
President, I too believe in "doing first the things that are first" and
it is of the greatest importance to let nothing interfere with H, R,
1776 at this time., Much opposition is developing to certain parts of
the bill and the opposition will try to amend it, That is why I believe
it would be unwise to give them any information about "Home Defense®

at this time.

Now for the plan itself. I think it is too ambitious. I believe if it
wera to cover projects directly related to defense only, at this time,

it would have greater support. There are existing agencies which could
be utilized for much of the plan, otherwise the cost of the program would
be very considerable. If it could be started modestly, all that we hope
for wauld come in time., In other words, educate to make peorle want and
support such a program.

Then its political aspect, as I see it, is important. Mready we are
hearing much talk about regimentation, socialization, propagandizing, ete,
I am afraid that the opposition would build up & case on this plan., I
find it very difficult to get women aroused to the fact that our country
is in real danger and until we can bring to them a realization of the



Mrs. Roosevelt January 21, 1941

dangerous situation confronting them, I'm afraid they will not take the
personal interest in the plan that must be taken if it is to succeed.
I hear on every side "we are not at war, why becoms hystericalf®

Now my dear, I want you to take this letter for what it is worth., I may
be all wrong, but I have kept my ear to the gpround and I have even sent
up some "trial balloons™ among a few intimate friends and all of this
leads me to tell you my reaction. You are doing a great work—God bless
and keep you well to continue to be the inspiration to the women of
America., You have done much for me and have helped me to keep my courage.
Thank you and believe me to be always,

Sincerely and affecticnately yours

MW
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Honorable Franklin Delanc Rocsevelt

The White House

Washingten
Dear Mr, President:

In these times when people are not smiling as much
as they should I thought you might get one out of the
enclosed copy of a letter a mutual friend of ours wrote
ma .

You know the John who wrote this letter mighty
well, but I fear if I disclosed his full name proceedings
might be started against him.

With every pood wish, I am

Sincerel 8,



Dear Sam:

It was sad and hard on my good friend Mr, Garner to
leave Washington. I ecan understand the tears--rather proud
of them, but I can't quite understand the kdes as reported
in all the papers. My God, what is coming next in this
Republic, when a hard-boiled he man from West Texas Kisses

a4 manl? A Cactus and a Kiss can no more be associated
t.agathn&- than a machine gun and a powder puff. Many strong
men are given to deepest emotions and overwhelming sentiment,
but when a red-blooded American, of the pioneer blood,

who would go bear hunting with a buggy whip, kisses a

man, I grow quite anxious over the destiny of my country.
Evidently the "bottle was hot allowed to pass" as the
ancestor of Harry Hawes might say, on inauguration day—-—

Can you explain the kiss

Your friend,
JOHN

Maybe Paris is our front line after alll



e

' O i v
}j,/ *ll"_l ,‘*'1,_ ’; » o
THE WHITE HOUSE \ \.*‘ s A
R, |
_ \y WASHINGTON i

'U_J

Pebruary 21, 1941

MEMO FOR  THE PRESIDEND

This 1s Pittenger's third matter.

He feels that you will have to

put the heat on Rayburn, Pat Boland, et al
to off-aset thia,
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February 20, 1941

Memorandum

Attention: Mr. Melntyre

Plles will disclose that I have had correapondence with

the Fresident in connection with the proposed 3t. Lawrence
Seaway project. All reports indicate that negotiationa

are being successfully carried on in Canade and that soon
this proposition may come before the Congress of the United

otates,

Enemles of the 5t. Lawrence Seaway project recognize this

- as almost a certainty, and the Freasident ouzht to be advised
as to thelr activitles. For some time, it haa been lmown
here that the railroada have enliated the ald of twenty-one
standard railroad brotherhoods, that headguarters have been
opened, and that the railroad brotherhoods are now busy
ccntaciing different liembers of Congress to enliat their
support in opposition to the Seaway.

#urther, one “ember of Congress has been cuoted many times

to the effect that the comsl miners throughout the wvarious
gections where coal is mined, are beinz told that the 5t.
Lawrence Seaway project will develep power which will take

the place of coal, and that il the Seaway project is success-
ful, they will lose the cpportunity to mine ecoal and hold

thelr jobs. In other directions, the old enemies of the

2t. Lawrence Zeaway project are active. I do not here enumerate
them, but they include shipping interests on the (reat Lakes,
the railroads, etc., etc.

The aituation is so serious that unlesa Administration leaders
on Capltol H1ll are called into conference and a program
worked out by them to secure votes for necessary legislation
for the St. Lawrence Seaway project, this proposition may be
defented. In fact, I fesl that if a vote were taken btomorrow,
such would be the direect result,




&
i

y
;

-
. b
)

b Sy

fx
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ILLIAM ¥ PHITTER, K.Y,

COMMITTEE ON
WORLD WAR VETERANS' LEGISLATION

Wasington, B. €.
February 25, 15941

EERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
I

Honorable Franklin D, Eoosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,

Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. President;-

In our conversation the other day you said
you would prepare me a2 memorandum as to the provisions
you desire inserted into these various Authority bills,—
such as Columbia River, Central Valley, Arkansas Valley,
ete,

You also asked me if I thought we could get a
bill through covering the whole country as outlined in
the map you drew for me, I have made considerable in-
vestigation, and I believe we could get a bill of this
kind through the House more easily than we could an
individual Anthority bill,

In your memorandum please state whether or not
you want the Administrator, or the Directors, of these
Authorities to report directly to you, or through some
cabinet officer, and if the latter, state which one.

I hope you can get this memorandum up to me



right away, for I think we should get to work on
this proposition dmmediately,

JER1BS
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dEMORANLUM ¥OR THE PRESIDEWT:

Congressman Albert Thomas phoned
and asked if you would defer action
on the Houston Fleod Control project
until he (Thomas) returns from a two
weeks inspection trip extending to the
vWest Coast, as a member of the Appro-
priation Committee, starting this

afternoon. '
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

4=23-41
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Congressman Xopplemsnn gave me this
message, which I promised to deliver to you ver-
batim:

"I saw thut man Fridey. He said, 'Ve
will not do anything to destroy our friend-
ship with China, but of course will continue
to send our goods. Today I told the State
Department the same thing' "

"He called my attention to my previous
conversation with him by saying, 'Didn't I
tell you that big things were going to come
out of Japan?'

"He then very shurply criticized the
activities of Helifex ageinst his country by
whet Helifex wos doing here in America. I
agked him 1if he hud seen you. He unswered,
'Ho, I huve not'. Uhen I ventured the thought
thet you were & plesasant man to talk with and
thet he might get somewhere if he did, he
enswared, 'Not now' —- but from the tone of
his voice you may expect thut possibly in the
neer future he will request an cudience.”

ails
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Memoran r 4 s5ident
‘ht Patman

I suve Wright Patman your conficdential
mesggge about nis running against Lyndon
dJohnson.,

He told me today he sent you a note saying
he will not run,

He said that in the event Lyndon is deleated
(which he considered procable), he would like
vour support next year in the same race. I
said Lhal of course he woulcd have to discuss that
with you, and he said he would do so "when ib
Le convenlent to you'.

st

Jamzs Howe, Jp,
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Erivete end Copfigentiwi—
Dear Jim:

This 1s the first chance I have had
to thank you for yours of Kay sixth. Slowly,
and in spite of anything we Americans do or
do not do, 1t looks & little as if you and
socme other good people are going to h=ve to
answer the old question of whether you want to
keep your country unshackled by taki even
more definite steps to do 80 -- even firing
shots =- or, on the other hand, submitting to
be shackled for the sake of not losing one
American life.

When will you Irishmen ever get over
hating England? Remember that if England goes
down, Irelend goes down too. Ireland has a
better chence for complete independence ir
demoeorecy survives in the world then if Hitlerism
Bupersedes 1t.

Core down and talk to me about it some
day -- but do stop thinking in terms of anclent
hatreds and think or the future.

Always sincerely,

Honorable James F, 0'Connor,
House of Rlprilintntlris.
Washington, D. C. FDR/d



JAMES F. O'CONNOR

o Congress of the Enited SHtates e
Bouse of Representatives
Hashington, B. €, e i TE HOUSE
vay 6, M./ 9 26 1M Y|

RECEIVED

My dear Mr. President:-

I am mlm,ﬁ:/g herewith a commmication I have
received from the Cascade County Trades and Labor Assembly
in Montana. This organization is one of the most conserva-
tive in the State. It has a membership of approximately
6000. These people voted for you., War was the issue. I
read to them your statement made in Boston, which was as
follows:

"And while I am talking to you fathers and
mothers I give you one more assurance. I have
said this before, but I shall say it again, and
again, and again - your boys are not going to be
sent into any foreign wars."

I quoted other statements which you made with ref-
erence to the same subject and told them that they could count
on you to keep us out of Purcpe's shambles, The labor vote
and a large farm vote placed Montana in your list. The very
people who are now urging you to pget into this war are
people who opposed you and voted against you the first, second
and third time you ran for President.

If your advisers lnduce you to put one hundred and
thirty millions of pecple into this war in Burope it will
cause these people to lose faith in pledges, commitments and
platforms made and given to the people in election times.
They will put us in the same class as the American public
today places Willkie - that all of his great talk was "campaign
oratory"., The masses of the people of the country who will
have to fight and pay for this war are 80% against our entry
and they have been and will be your friends unless you let
them down. I feel you will not do this., My mail, not only
from Montana, but throughout the country, following a broadcast
which I made on the Lease-lend bill, definitely shows the
sentiment as stated. I opposed the bill because, first: I
did not want to see this responsibility placed upen you.
Second: Such power is not in keeping with the spirit of the
Constitution, namely: That Congress has the power to declare
war. I fully realise that this bill places in your lap the
destiny of this country., Your sincerity I do not question, -
the judgment of your advisers, I do.



JAMES F. O'CONNOR COMMITTEES |

Eo Duar, Maosmasa,

... Congress of the Wnited SHtates T—

Bouse of Bepregentatives
Bashington, B. €,

#2.

After our entry into the last war, I stood on the
streets in Helena, Montana, and saw President Wilson with
Senator Walsh lead a parade up the street at the time he went
to the country on the League of Nations, and it was the
saddest exhibition that I have seen in my time. The streets
were lined, but the people stood in grim silence as President
Wilson passed along. They did not see him as their President
but as the man who led their country to slaughter. Although
Congress had not given him Lease-lend power, yet he was the man
the country blamed. Wilson returned to Washington, as Senator
Walsh told me, a broken hearted man. I do not want to see

this tragedy repeated.

Do not let Churchill run this country. Churchill never
uttered & more untrue statement than when he sald over the
National Broadcasting system, as follows:

"The President and the Congress of the United States
having duly fortified themselves by contact with
their electors, have solemnly pledged their ald to
Britain in this war because they deem cur cause just,
end because they know their own interests and safety
could not but be endangered if we were destroyed."

He was trying to have the world understand the existence of an
Anglo-American war alliance to save his Empire, It was the
trickiest piece of propaganda ever given out and perhaps the
most effective.

Qur people voted for you and for me upon our pledges
that we would help England, SHORT OF WAR, and that is all.
They took us at our word and voted for us,

I am deeply concerned about the future of this country
if you take us into this war, First, it will undermine the
faith the people now have in you and high officials which would
be the worst blow to democracy that could happen. Second:

Qur best manhood will be destroyed. Third: It will bankrupt
us and we will lose the thing we think we are fighting for in
Europe. War, of course, is fascinating, glamorous and all of
that. A great consuming fire is fascinating also, but when
it is burned out it leaves an awful nakedness and nothing else
but ashes. It will be gray ashes after this war is over in

Europe, for them, and for us, if we get in, regardless of the



- JAMES F. O'CONNOR
2o DueT. Mosrans

oo Congress of the United States

Bouse ut_ﬁr.prﬂmtm
SHashington, B, €.

,3.

outoome. British diplomacy, intrigue and the financlal
oligarchy of England will see to it that the United States
will be the prime sucker Nation of the world again.

Where did Wilson's Fourteen Points go? The
statement of Will Hogers might be apropos: "We have never
won & conference or lost a war."

Assuring you of my contimued faith, respect and
admiration, I am,

Yours sincerely,
L]

ame . 0'Connor.

Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,

COMMTT TS |
Isameland AFFaLRD
Immiaa Tios AMD FECLAMATION



AMilisted Unisna
Presideni—B. L Swiomets Rec. Bec'y.—Homer Whitmors
. Amalsamated Motor Cosch F. O, Box 307 P. O. Box 1888, Orest Pails
Takers Vice Pres—Lowreace Malsoo Treos.—A,
Wincksm Itk Lesingion Ayts Mlimmu
Baodlermakers
Drewery
B P | Qascade County Trades and Labor Assembly
Oarpenters BOX 1

Oooks &
m Mesls Every Friday Carpentsrs Hall

Federaiion of Oovernment CHANTENED BT & F, OF L,
Fira Affllinied With Mentana of Labsr
Fiour Ml W -
Hod Const. & Oes-

era]l Labarers
Iron & Btructural Btesl
La ﬁ'r"m

Li=l
Lalier O GHEAT FALLS, MONTANA
Machinists

April 28, 1541

The Honorable James F. O'Connor
The House of fepresentatives
Washington, Ds Ce

1y dear Congressman 0'Connors

Mest Cuilers & Bulshers

e onn ses no permansnt benefit to be derived from

entering the prosent European ‘/ar.

The tendenoy is to dislocate

the functioning of our econcmic units which results in much

suffering for all workers and their families since it is they

who must both actually Tipht and finance any armed confliot.

To convoy ships in any war zone will eventua 11y lead

to further partiocipation.

Wa the members of Casoade County ITrades

and Labor Assembly, therefore, desire that no United States oconvoys

be rermitted and wish that our request be commmicated to those

who wish that such be done and to those having power to allow use

of convoysa.

Very truly yours,

JE /8l
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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CONFIDENTLAL June 19, 1941.
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THE PRESIDENT

The attached copy of letter which the
Sacretary of the Navy has sent to Congressman
Eﬂ;ﬂc—m, re machinery vibration which has developed
in NORTH CAROLINA and WASHINGTON, may be of interest
to the President.
Raspectfully,

« R. BEARDALL



THE BECRETARY OF THE NAVY

CONFIDENTL. WASHINGTON

June 19, 1941.

My dear Mr, Vinson:-

Because of the oonocern with whioch we regard the
vibration that has developed in the NORTH CAROLINA and
WASHINGTON maohinery, the Commandant at New York has referred
your letter of 10 June to Captain J. J. Broshek to the Depart-
ment, Informal reports of the difficulty have apparently
reached you and I am desirous of giving you full information
authoritatively.

| Referring to the speoifio question in your letter
to Captaln Broshek:

l. Has the NORTH CAROLINA had full power trials?

A, Nelther the NORTH CAROLINA nor Washington has runm
full-powsr so far. Both have been at sea for so-
ocalled "bullder's trials™. Usually these initiml
trials are not carried to full-power although in
the oase of the WASHINGTON it was planned to go up
to full-power on the first trip out.

2., IT the NORTH CAROLINA has had full power trials what
was:
ln the maximum speed made?
b} the maximum horse power developed at full
powar?

A. On the first sea trial of the NORTH CAROLINA ahe
was oarried up to about 25 knots speed and about
70,000 horee powsr. During this trial unexpected
longitudinal vibration developed whieh made
continued operation at higher speed appear in-
advisable. BSteps were immediately takem to run
a subsequent trial with necessary instruments
and personnel to isolate the ocmuse of the vibration
if poesible and to determine upon corrective
measuras,

?;Enk:i~_T. flzcosevelt Library
J-OLASSIFIED
0 DIK. s200.9 (s/27/58)

Date- . 4£-5¢9

Signature- (ﬂ;{f*;f,iéﬁua;jg
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Honorable Carl Vinson (Cont.)

6. Who designed the propellers?

7. Was there more vibratiom of the ship dur

A. The propellers wers designed im the Burean :

Tarlor Koder Sasimr: 4 e

:
:

than normally expected? If so ml.tni:'mwh-
design of the hull, by the desi
or by the machinery?

A. As stated above, there was more
llltg than was expected and of a was
entirely unexpected and which has not beem
experienced heretofore in such degrees as to
attraet or attention. The cause is not
eagy to isolate, being the result of resonamee in
the very complex mass - elastic system of
propellers, - shafting, - machinery and hull -
m.ﬁ' tiirlﬁurr impulses which are always present
in some degree with a propeller which necessarily
has a small number of blades in order to obtain
acesptable eofficiency.

]
. B
1
3
3
3

8. If there was an excessive amount of vibration, was it

to such an extent thht the trials were discon on
account of vibratiom before full power was reached?

A. As stated above, the WASHINGTON trials were limited
to less than ﬁu-pmr which it was plamned to
make during her first sea trials to assure that

no possibili of permanent to machinery
lhn:?d be uut:rrﬂ. e

9. If any deficiencies were found to exist as a result

of the trials, are any changes contemplated to correct
such deficiencies? If 80, what changes?

A. As & result of the observations made on the NORTH
CAROLINA'S second sea trials, three measures for
improving the situatiom in t‘-
investigated actively. These include
the number of blades of the propellers and
stiffening the machinery foundations, both of
which offer but limited promise, and a third



—

Honorable Carl Vinson (Cont.)

scheme to provide shaft restraining blocks
which have been designed which
offers great se of success. se will
be tested, however, in a third full sise
model at ilu D, W. Taylor 1 Basin, before
the inmstallation is completed in the ships.

10. What i3 the estimated time to make the changes
contemplated?

A. Decision as to when the work of installing these
shaft restraining blocks should be undertaken
will depend om eircumstances. It 1is anticipated,
however, that if started immediately, it could
be completed by the emd of September. This
would require the ships to be held at the Navy
}:{g continuously from sbout the middle of

11. Wnat is the estimated cost to make the changes?

A. The preliminary estimate of cost of m-mz.::g the
shaft restraining blocks is $50,000 per Ps

12. Was there -ng failure of the machinery (main propulsion
or auxiliary) to meet the design requirements during
the full power trials? If so, state what it was.

A. During the trisls so far held, there have been no
failures in machinery, either main propulsiom
or auxiliary, to meet requirements. The capatity
of the -ngarntm plant on the NORTH CAROLINA
was slightly below requirements as first tested,
but this is being corrected by necessary ad just-
il'ﬂtl-

13. Do you know whether a model of this ship was tested
{n the model test basin? If so, were any of the de-
ficlencies that have developed etected in the test?

A. A number of models for the NORTH CAROLINA and
WASHINGTON were tested at the Model Basin before
the present lines were adopted. The model of



"""" -

I shall be te you informed of dewvelop-
ments in this matter, it i» not amticipated that this
diffieulty will arise in subsequemt battleships, this question
is being investigated.

In view of the present intermational situatiom,
the Departmefit comsiders, and 1 am sure will that
the comtents of this letter be comsidersd as conf M

I am_send copies of this letter to the Commandants
at New York and Philadelphia so that they may mow that you hawve
been informed, and am sending a similar letter to SBemator Walsh [
for his information. o

Sinecerely yours,

Bomorable Carl Vinsom,
Bouse of Represemtatives,

Vashingten, P.C.

Copy toi
Comit. New York
. Fhiladelphia



ot dmed A5 s T
M PMMMM Y s

WMS Mw_ anw Q&MW

d cou Caod om Ay

b G hete Y Bt



HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

(g

Elg" %’%%L# O i mJZQL



W

Tiouse of Representatives
Mashington, B. ¢

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

NV W scmf& eqands 16

SMMP&? iﬁum -
){}& s (E(Qé]mfﬁ% B



PSF: ( ﬁ."-l"'?:-‘ 27 o
g e
o i
THE WHITE House (., |/\/°
WASHINGTOM

PRIVATE
July 19, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SPEAKER

Dear Sami=-

I wish you would have a cheak
mads on the Bt. Lawrsnoe Blll beocause
there 1s real need of speed on acoount
of the early approach of Wimter., If
we can get the work started fairly econm,
we can take full advantage of the
entire construotion season whioh
begins early next Spring., Otherwise
a glrt of the 1942 construetion season
will be lost, and the probability of
getting shipe out of the Oreat Lakes
by 1944 will be lessened.

Incidentally, I hope you can
get Barden of North Oarolina, Peterson
of Georgla, Creen of Florida, and
Boykin of Alabama to go along with
the Bill. That would give a good-
sized majority in the Committee.

Qan do?

F. D. R



?"Uj 15,1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Re: 8St. Lawrence Froject.

It would be helpful if you could request Democratic
leaders in the House to teke & poll through the steering
committee machinery oni

(2) Their present ettitude on H,R, 4927 (The
St. Lawrence bill),

(b) Whether or not they would be available for
a vote during the month of August.

From the standpoint of the construction schedule
political approval by early autumn is highly desirable,
in eerly approvel would permit certain preliminary con-
struction of' camps, etc before the winter. Thereby it
would be possible to take full advantage of the entire
construction season beginning next spring. Otherwise,
full utilization of the early months of the 1942 cons-
truction season will be lost end the probabilities of
getting ships out of the Great Lakes in 194/ would be
lessened.

It is anticipated that the project will be
recommended favorably by the House Rivers and Harbors
Committee sometime af'ter the conclusion of the hearings
which are scheduled to end this month, probably next week.
Our chief concern now is to establish at least & 2-to-1
majority in the House Rivers and Harbors Committee. In
view of the Committee's known friendliness to waterway
developments, & narrow majority might be interpreted
unfeverably by the House. The votes of Representatives
BEerden of North Cerolina, Peterson of Georgle, Green of
Florlida and Boykin of Alebema, &1l Democrats, are some-
what doubtful. Thelr favorable vote would probably
insure & 2-to-1 vote in Committee. Might the Democratic
leaders contact these membere for thelr support?

Adolph A. Berle,

Ay it

Lelend Olds



whose defense is vital to the defense
of the United States.

To furnish material support to natioms \}/;{/Ajtf :
e

ne United - H l.
ambled, That Public Resolution Numbered

83, approved June 15, 1940, entitled "Joint resolution to authorize the
Secretaries of War and of the Navy to aseist the Bovernments of American
republics to increase their military and naval establishments, and for
other purposes,® is amended to read as follows:
"Section 1. This Act may be cited as 'An Act to promote the
Defense of the United States.!
"Sec. 2. As used in this Act —
"(a) The term 'defense article' mesns:
"(1) Any weapon, munitiom, aircraft, vessel, or boat;
"(2) Any muhi-na.mr, facility, tool,mterial, or
supply necessary for the manufacture, production,
processing, repair, servicing, or operation of
any article deseribed in this subsection;
"(3) Any component material or part of or equipment
for any article described in this subsection;
"(4) Any other commodity or article for defense.
Such term 'defense article' includes any article deseribed in this sub-
section: Menufactured or procured pursuant to section 3; to which the
United Stetes has or hereafter acquires title s possession, or control;

or owned, leased, or otherwise held by any foreign government.



L

"(b) The term 'defense information' means any plan,

specification, design, prototype, or information

pertaining to any defense article or to defense.
"Sec. 3(a). Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, .
the President may, from time to time, when he deems it in the interest
of national defense, authorize the Secretery of War, the Secretary of the

Nevy, or the head of any other depertment or agency of the Government:

"(1) To mamufacture in arsenals, factories, and

"(2)

shipyarde under their jurisdietion, or otherwise
procure, any defense article for the government
of any Ameriean republic, England, Canada,
Ireland, any other government of the British
Commonwealth of Nations, Greece, or any other
country whose defense the Praa_:iﬂant deema

wvital to the defense of the United States.

To sell, transfer, exchange, lease, lend, or
otherwise dispose of, to any such government
eny defense article, including, but not limited to,
& sale, transfer, exchange, lease, or loan,
providing for payment or repayment in kind or
property, or for any other direct or indirect
benefit to the Unlited States which the

President deems satisfactory.
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"(3) To test, inspect, prove, repair, outfit,
recondition, or otherwise to place in good
working order any defense article for any
such government.

"(4) To communicete any defense information to
any such government.

"(5) To export any defense article to any such
government.

"(6) To furnish to any such government any other
ald of a supply or materiel character which
the President considers necessary or
proper in the interests of the national
defense end to effectuste the purposes of
this Act.

"(b) The powers conferred by and the actions authorized under
paragraphs (2) to (6), inclusive, of this section shall be exercised snd
carried out upon such conditions end in such menner as the President
deema satisfactory.

"Sec. 4. AlL contracts or agreements made for the disposition of
any defense article or defense information pursuent to section 3 shall
contain a clause by which the forelgn government undertakes that it



e

will not, without the consent of the President, transfer title or
possapion of puch defense article or defense information by gift,
sale, or otherwise, or authorize the use of such defense article or
defense information by or under the direction of any other farﬂ:l.;nl
government.

"Sec. 5. The Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Nawvy, or the
head of any other department or agency of the Government involved shell,
when sny such defense article or defense information is exported, immediately
inform the department or agency designated by the Presldent to administer
sectlon 6 of the Act of July 2, 1940 (54 Stat. 1090), of the quantities,
cheracter, velus, terms of disposition, and destination of the article and
information so exported.

"Sec, 6(a)« There is hereby suthorized to be appropriated from
time to time, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwlse appro-
priated, such mu.nt;s as mey be necessary to carry out the provisions
and sccomplish the purposes of this Act.

"(b) All money snd all property which is converted into money
recelved under gectiom 3 from any government shall, with the approval
of the Director of the Budget, revert to the respective appropriation
or appropristions out of which funds were expended in acquiring the
defense article or defense informetlon for which such conslderation is
received, and shall be available for expenditure for the purpose for which
such expended funds were sppropriated by law, during the fiscal year in
which such funds sre recelved and the ensulng fiscal year.

&
K3
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"Sec. 7. The Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, and
the head of the department or agency shall in all contracts or agree-
ments for the disposition of any such defense article or defense in-
formation fully protect the rights of all citizens of the United States
who have patemt rights in and to any such article or information which
is hereby authorized to be disposed of and the payments collected for
royalties on such patents shall be paid to the ommers and holders of
such patents.

"Sec. B. The Secretarles of War end of the Navy are hereby au-
thorized to purchese or otherwilse acquire srms, ammunition, and im-
plemente of war sroduced within the jurisdiction of any country to
which section 3 is appliceble, vhenever the President deems such purchase
or acquisition to be necessary in the interests of the defense of the
United States.

"Sec. 9. The President mey, from time to time, promulgate such
rules and reguletions as may be necessary and proper to carry out any
of the provisions of this Act; end he may exerclse any power or au-
thority conferred on him by this Act through such department, agency,

or officer es he shall direct."
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

. (FI 31, 1941.
“hy ,J‘C?ﬂ-'\f \

'?mm/ W oA _ .w"

e of some uncerteinties which seem to o Jiodlan
egard to the position of the Treas part- *'
in the Tax Bill as repor out by sl

sury Depart- /2::4 e
ment for a clarifying letter, and I think is only fair 14N &y
to send this to you. I enclose a copy,-#fid also an appendix
showing examples of corporations which' would lergely escape
excess profits taxes under the bill.

I am sure meke it clear that the Treasury
Department does not approve of mendatory joint tex returns
except on the conditicn of granting substantisl relief to
earned income of the husband and wife. In this -peembge I
heartily conecur., But the Committee draft lesves out the
proviso altogether.

My dear Bob:-

Bec
developed

ment
the Ways and Means Committee, I asked the Tr

T

You end Jere Cooper have talked over the problem
of the excess profits tax in its relationship to the
omisslon in the bill of application of this tex to certain
types of ocorpgrations. These corporations may be making .
20 or ZB or 40% on their eguity cepital. It is my definite
opinion that they ought to contribute to the cost of our®
great defense program fer more heavily this year than last
year or the year before. But just because they happened to
have made equally large profits in recent years, they wes /ilc n‘-ﬂf/;./_.,h
tribute no more to the national defense under the proposed
blll then they did before. That seems to me clearly a
diserimination in their favor. g

There is one other subject which I did not have
& chance to talk with you about. It reletes to lowering
the exemptions in the lower brackets. I know that very few
tax experts agree with me but I still think that some way
ought to be found by which the exemption of a single person
should be reduced to $750.00, with & provision for a straight
simple payment of some smell contribution to the national
tex income through some simple agency .

yrr—. %‘1 i F"}T-ii

In the seme way I think that the married exemption
should be reduced to $1,500.00, again with a simple method
of paylng the tax through a simple agency and on a simple
form.



g

Further, I am convinced that the overwhelming
ma jority of our citizens want to contribute something directly
to our defense and that most of them would rather do it with
thelr eyes open then do it through a general sales tax or
through a multiplication of what we have known as "nulsance
taxes"™. In other words, most Americans who are in the lowest
income brackets are willing and proud to chip in directly
even if their indiyigual contributiuns e very small in .

terms of dollers. 71?: TM/N “/ f aaf) Rrentnstin g AL 4.,
//Tf ﬂx Z Z&aﬁoﬂttu thi it worthwhile to study %1 ¢
the filing of come retlirns through the machinery of v ;
the Post Effiuej.. is will undoubtedly save a good deal of ilee T ¢ f
the cost of collection under the present system. These _
simple returns could be sworn to before the local Postmaster /%4 f/

who, of course, would have to be asuthorized to administer
the necessary oath.

Very sincerely yours,

Honoreble Robert L. Doughton,
Cheirmen, Ways and Means Committee,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.
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Ootober 9, 194 1.

Dear Johnt=-

This one gave me a real laugh. To
thiok that the Pope blessed the banmers of the
Orangemen is, I think, something that should
be kept in striet confidence! You will notioe
that the name of the Pope at that time was
"Innocent™! Please send this back for oy
files.

Always simoerely,

Homorsble Johm W, MoCormack ,
House of Representatived,
'l.himhﬂ- D. c.

(Enclosure) Letter from Captain Williem bzodonalad
of 420 Walnut St., Philadelphie, Pa,,
re religious discussion which has arisen
over aid to Russis and pointing out that
many opposites meet in the weging of wars .



R

Ootober 9, 1941.

Dear Oaptain Macdonaldie ;

The President has asked
me to thank you very much for your letter
of Ootober sixth, whioh he was interested
in resding.

Very sincerely yours,

GRACE G. TULLY

Captain William kacdonald,
420 Walnut Street,
Fhiladelphia,
Pennaylvania,
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OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY '90; W &
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ¢ &y & %?

Cetober 28,1941,

Dear Mr.President;-—

I got"a real kick" out of reading
the within letter, and thers is probablysome truth to
it, as I assume Mr.Macdonald looked up his history
before writingyou, It was awfully good of you to
send the same to me, with your kind personal message,
which I appreciate and value very much,

With kind personal regards, I am

Very respsctfully yours,

Honcrable Franklin D{Roosevelt,
The White Houass,

Washington, D.C.



WiLLiaM MACDONALD
4320 WALMUT STREET
FHILADELPHIA, PA,

October 6, 1941,
Personal,

B Lt T

Dear Mr. President:

In the present religious discussion which has arisen
over ald to Russla, I thought in one of your press
conferences you might point out that many opposites
meet in the waging of ware.

You might point out that Pope Innocent XI blessed the
troops and banners of the Prokestant, William of Orange,
and hie English allies,at the Battle of the Boyne, July
11, 1690, which led to the defeat of the Catholie Irish
who were fighting for their falth and their king. The
reason the Pope so acted,was to curbd the power of Louls
XIV of France, who had started out to conguer Europe, or
to acquire it Hp duplicity, as Mr. Hitler is attempting
at the present time, y

Please remember me to my colsin, Mrs, Rnéssvalt, and
express the regret I entertained on the recent death of
her devoted brother.

wwﬂa spectfully, MHRQL

Captain William Macdonald,

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt, —

The President.
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7 Hovember ﬁ, 19*10

Ay dear Mr. Congressman:

d The President has asked ze to
send you for your confidential use,
copy of letter which he has written
to Congressaan Steagall.

Veryv respectfully,

EDWIN d. WATSON
Secretary to the President.

Honorable John W. McCorasack,
House of Representatives,
#Washington, L. (.

Enc.



Noveaber 6, 1941.

Personal and Confidential.

My dear Mr. Cpeaker:

The Presicent nhas asked ae to
send you for your confidential use,
copy of letter which he has written
to Congressman Steagall.

Very res.ectfully,

EDWIN 4. WATOOM
Secretary to the President.

Hon. Saam HRayburnm,

Speaker,

The House of Representatives,
Washington, L. C.

Enc.



November G, 1941.

Eersopal and Confidential.
My dear Mr. Congressman:

The Fresicent has asked me to
send you for your coafidential use,
copy of letter which he has written

to Congressman Steagall.

Very respectfully,

EDWIN d. WATSON
Secretary to the President.

Hon. Jere Coaper,
The House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

Enc.



OFFICE OF PRICE ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D, C.

:
55

November 5, 1941

Ganersl Zdwin Wetson
cecretory to the President
The Thite House

[ear Pa:

This morning the President told me to
prepere e letter for his signeture to Henry
Steagnll. A draft is herewith enclosed.

Incidentelly, plemse remind the
President epgein vhen he sees Petman this sfter-
noon to talk vith him about the need for fixing
up the farm provision in the Price Bill,

The Prepident asked thst coples of his
letter to Steegell to the Spesker, nnd to
Congressmen HeCormsck and Jere Cooper.

Sincersly yours,

Z.a.rn.

Leon Henderson
fAdminiatrator

g_d:g,g.,;(,..fm ?_’ ol A ok ?‘:’ Aavre
ﬁ(& m}f J.M.mf(i%.. m cArme d A """"'r#“'a
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Tate this letter Yovember 5, 1541

I vwes very hanny to be told hy the
lagislative lesders this morning that the
Hovse will take up the Price ™11 immed-
ietely aefter the Neutrality Fill iz dis-

rogad of,




Personal. and Confidential 10 Ay

Dear Henry:

m;-nrningItnunddthuanHmdurmnbmtthenhams
made by your Committee in our Price Control Bill. Some of the changes
struck me as being very serious.

The provislon governing agriculture prices is entirely un—
supportable and unacceptable. Some time ago when Ed 0'Nesl was in
to see me with Claude Wickard, I told Ed that I would accept 110% as
& maxlmum but only for the purpose of helping to secure an everage
of 100% of parity the year round. I also told Ed and Claude that
thaycuulduqthatInuldvstowbﬂlwhichmthqmdmtn
agreed upon, If the Price Control Bill comes up to me with a limi-
tation on farm prices substantially higher than 110% of parity I
will not be able to accept it.

The license provision, I understand, was completely stricken
out by the Committee. This should be restored because I don't see
how retall prices can be controlled in any other manner. The way the
cost of living is going up now we will be under incressing pressure
to do something substantial sbout it. As I remembsr, Hoover and
Gerfield used licenses to control food and fusl prices in the last
WAT.

I am sorry the Committee weakened the Bill by other actions,
but of these the one which concerns me most is the limitation on the
buying and selling authority. It seems to me that you can't have
effective price control without something like the original provision
in the Bill.

I told legislative leaders morning that I would
like to see the Pri taken up in the ediately after
the Neutrality Bill is of.

Tours falthiully,

o> a
Hon. Henry B. Steagall
Banking and Currency Committee
House of Representatives -



November 15, 1941

Desy Mr. Presldent: ] "

Your personal nete of November 13th was
handed to me by a messenger about thirty mimutes before
the vote was taken on the Senate Amendments to the
Neutrality Bill,

Previous to recelving your note and for many
days and almeet slecpless nights, T had been pondering
and wrestling ms to whot my course of action should be
touching the Sénate Amendments to the Neutrality Bi1l.

You are aware of course that up to this vote
I had supported each and every measure proposed by the
Adninistration for Wetionul Defense and hud at all times
felt my safzst course was to follow the leadership of
yourself and Secretery Hull, ezpecinlly as to the Inter-
netlonal Policy of our Oovermment.

When we pesced the House Bill, I, perhaps
mistakenly, underatood that Bi11 4o express the views
of yourself and Secretury Mull and cheerfully zuve 1t
oy support. However, in the 1ight of all my thinking
I did not feel safe in going further,

I ghall, of course, not go into detull in
this letter a8 to the reasons thot lmpelled me to reach
e fdecision, but this letter ie to tell you that no ex-
perience through which I have ever passed; for the more
than thirty years I huve served 1n Congress, hos given
me so ruch real paln as net belng able to comply with
your request.

Your unilorn courtesy und unvarying kindness
to me sinee 1933 wlll ever be one of the most sasered
and preelous herltages of my entire public career.

I trust you will feel that 1f I have mede a
mistulse ir this matter, it was an error of judgment and
not a willful or deliberate act,

Replying to the second paragraph of your let-
ter, In vhich you express the desire to suo me esrly

i



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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.
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FERSONAL AND CONFIDRWEZAL .

Hovember 18, 1541.

Dear Mr. Gathingst-

Many thenks for your letter,
The situation sesms to be coming to a head
and I em trying to get Tesponsibility for it
Placed unequivoecably on the right spot.

Very sinceraly yours,

Honorable E. C, lllthilp
House of l-prn-tluvu.
Washington, D. C,



E.C. GATHINGS
FiRgT Du, ARmassiis

U1

MILITARY AFFALRS

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

GRACE L, BLALLA

| e counrTex on HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. """ WH.TE o0
November 15, 1941“ 17 9 18 MW '."
RECEIvED

Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Presidents

The strike situation continues to imperil the
safety and security of our country, and it is even more
serious today than when I discussed this matter with you
a few days ago, I feel that I am expressing the views of
rractically the unanimous citizenship of the First District
of Arkansas, which I have the honor to represent, when I say
that strikes and work stoppages in plants filling defense
contracts must end, and now, if Hitlerism is to be defeated,
The Arerican people's patience is wearing to a wvery thin edge
when labor leaders of the John L. lewis stripe econtinue to
sabotage the defense efforts of this country. We all realize
that labor has certain rights and that these rights are to be
protected, bub in these critical times some legislative safe-
guard regarding strikes should be thrown up, particularly in
reference to our Defense Program. The workers themselves are
not wholly responsible for the work stoppages and strikes and
I am of the firm belief that the great mass of defense workers
is primarily interested in the advancement of the Defense
Program. The mail that I am receiving from my district and the
state of Arkansas discloses that the people demand action at
once acainst the further encroachment of labor gangsters in
connection with our defense efforts,

I do not faver recessing or adjournment of the
Congress until drastic strike legislation shall have been
enacted, I urge that you confer with Speaker Sam Raybum and
Majority Leader John W, McCormack and demand the immediate
passage through Congress of urgent legislation that will assure
continued and un-interrupted production of direly needed essen-
tials in our National Defense Program. I am confident that
without your fMll and complete suppert it would be difficult,

and probably impossible, to enact this needed legislation since



President of the United States - November 15, 1541

avery effort that we members of Congress, who have worked tire-
lessly for several months in behalf of preposals to prevent the
loss in production by strikes, has been futils.

According to the figures which I have cbteined from
the Department of Labor, there was a loss of 15,750,000 man-days,
due to strikes, for seven menths in the Yyear 1941, The war
goods that would have been produced had there been no strikes
during 1941 would have prevented many of the successes of the
Hitler advance and furnished needed weapons to the armed forces
of the United States.

I listened with great interest to the speech of
Hon. Sam Rayburn on the floor of the House during the debate on
the Neutrality Repeal Bill. He guoted a letter from you which
said, "This government proposes to see this thing through." I
am wholeheartedly in accord; but the people are interested in
being assured that no interruptions through labor disputes will
continue in the future. A specific request on your part to
Congressional leaders for the passage of a bill to stop defense
strikes would unify America for the great trials and sacrifices
that lie shead.

With the hope that you will give this matter your
immediete attention, I am

Sincerely yours,

Jrh
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIMNGTON

Rovembsr E7, 1841.

Personal and Confidential

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN W, MCCORMACK:

I hope you are keeping in
toush with this situation,

F.D.R,

Memo for M.H.M. from Toli 11/24
saying that Howard Hunter telephonad
that the Amerlea First Committes has
a oandidate for Connery's seat
(oaused by Connery's death) ete,



Decamber 2, 194il.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JOHN W. MoCORMACK

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

¥. D. Ha

Copy of Under Secretary

Welles' letter sent with this memo.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 1, 1941

My dear Mr. Freaident:

With reference to your memorandum which accom-
panied the correspondence sent to you by Congressman
MeCormack under date of November 27, I am glad to let
you know that all of the licenses and navicerts neces-
sary for the shipment from the United States of the
materlal desired by the Vatican have now been issued
by the British Government and the supplies can conse-
quently be embarked on the next steamer leaving for
Lisbon,

I am informing John MeCormack in that sense,

I may say that I have been working on this mat-
ter for some weeks past and that, notwithstanding t he
apparent bitter opposition on the part of some of the
members of the British Cabinet, a favorable decision
was finally reached as a result of a personal recom-
mendation sent to the Prime Minister by Lord Halifax,

Belleve me

ait 1ly your

- TR

The President,
The White House,



SOHMN W. MoCOMMACK
1ETH DiaT. MassstosrTTe

OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASBHINGTON, D. C.

Ly dear UGeneral latson:

I am enclosing & memorandum for the
President, and I will appreciate it if you
will cull it to his attention as scon as you
can, as I consider it to be a matter of importance,
particularly if some of the vicious enemies of the
President in his foreipn policy obtained this
information they would use it in their destructive
effort to inflame snd divide our poeple. Further-
more, from the affirmative angle, I know the President
would be anxious, if he can, to have something done
on this mautter,

With kind regerds, I am

Sincere}y your

&

General Edwin K. Vatson
The lihite House
liashington, D, C.



"-,_'ﬂl‘lﬂ W. MoCORMACK ELUGENE T. KINMALY
* 1EvH Duer. MassioisrTTs EECEETAAY

®ittice of the fMajority Leader
Fouse of Bepresentatibes ©. S,
Washington, B, L.

November 27, 1941

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

. I received a telephone call from Archbishop Spellman of
New York, in which he told me that some food and articles had
been purchased in the United States for the Vatican, and the
Pope was very much interested in their delivery. It is my under-
#tanding that Archbishop Spellman has made the purchases in the
United States at the request of the Vatican, and he has made
arrangements for their shipment through the American-Bxport Line.
1 also understand that navicerts have been issued by the British
Embassy or by Britain, and that some have not as yet been issued,
partleularly in relation to the purchase of three or four trucks,
which are necessary to transport the poods from Lisbon to Rome.
The issuance of the navicerts on the trucks is a matter of great
importance, and one which Archbishop Spellman is deeply interested
in and concerned about. To date the British have held up the
issuance of these navicerts.

Under Secretary liells has been wery cooperative and has
done great work. He is aware of the situation. I talked with
him this morning.

I understand thot the trucks are necessary to transport the goods
which has been purchased. Naturally the British are deeply con-
cerned about the trucks being used by the Italian Government
after they reach the Vatican, I am assured that
definite assurance will be given tc the British Government that
the Vatican will not permit the trucks to be used in any way by
the Italian Government.

Archbishop Spellman is very anxious to huve the navicerts

issued for the shipment of the trucks as scon as possible, It
is this matter to which I particularly call your atterntion in

/*g



. JOHN W, McCORMACHK
Ve Dear, EUGENE T. KINMALY

®itice of the Majority Leader
fouse of Representatibes ¥, .

Waspington, B, €.

e

I do not like to bother you but the importance of this 1is
such that I feel that every effort should be made, particularly
in view of the fact that if some of the vicious opponents who

" are seeldn; to inflame and divide our pecple got hold of this
information, they would use it for that very purpose.

John W. MeCormack

/é-,@m/g
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OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C,

MEMORANDUM, December fifth, E‘}H-U

Dear General;-

Will you kindly tell the President in
connection with the within matter, Dave Niles and I are
keeping in touchwith the situation, Tell the
President that we feel that State Senator Lane of
Lawrence, Mass,, appears to be the hest one to support.,

He 18 the only candidate from Lawrence, and that district
has net had & congressman from Lawrence for twenty years,
The people of that city oughtte support a strong local
candidate, which is the best evidence that I have, That
seems to be the feeling of those who know this district,
There are some other fine candidates in the fight, former
Mayor Manning of Lynn, at present County Commissioner,
State Representative O'Shea, and Judge Kiley, all coming
from Lynn, as well as some other candidates os lesasr
political vote gettingability from other sections of this
district. From the reports I have received from those who
ought to know, Lane seems to have the best chance against
Harrington, who is running on an AmericanFirst Ticket,
Harrington is also a State Senator—well liked, and must be
watched, I ugderstand that labor leaders in the A.F, of L.,
and the C.I.0, will support Lane., I have talked with some,
Bob Watts alse agrees with this position, Lane is also
first cousin of Denis Delaney, State Director of the W.P.A,
However, Lane should receive all assistance possible/,

Sinc ;



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 27, 1841,

Personal and Confidential

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN W, MCCORMACK:

I hope you are keeping in
touch with this situation,

F.D.R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 24, 18541
MEMO FOR M. H. M,

Howard Hunter phoned to say that
the America First Commlttee hae & can-
didate for Larry Connery's seat (caused
by Connery's death) - 1t ia the firet
candildate they have sponsored since 1t
1s the firet election held. They &re
getting lye, Wheeler and Lindburgh behind .
thelr candidate.

Mr. Hunter eaye he is getting hie
Massachusetts crowd behind his candidate
and thinke the Amerlca Firset crowd
should be beaten.

He could not tell me the name of
elther candidate but sald he would find

out.

T0I



THE WHITE HOUSE

0 J‘YBHINGTDH
L)
%h

C12-4-41

Confidentially referred

to the President:

O

E.M.W.



th’.lw.m PS F.; T. HINMALY
FFQ:tuu of the fMajority Leader

fouse of Representatives H. &,

Washington, B, €.
February 28, 1942

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C,

. Dear Mr. President:

You will remember a few weeks ago you spoke to me concerning
the resolution to investigate the Federal Communications Commission,
which is now pending the Rules Committee. You suggested that I
speak to Gene Cox. I have done so. As & matter of fact, I have
done so on several occasions, and he is still considering the matter.

However, Wednesday afterncon I was informed the Rules
Committee intended to hold a hearing on the resoclution Thursday
morning. Wednesday evening I talked with Adolph Sabath, telling
him it was my wish that the hearing would not take place and that he
would have the hearing postponed. Fortunately, because of a cold,
Adolph called off the meeting the next morning.

I have talked with various Members of the Rules Committee
in an effort to obtain encugh votes to prevent the resolution from
being reported out, if Gene Cox decides to go ahead. I have talked
with Sabath, Llark, Nichols, Delaney and Lawrence Lewls, and they
have agreed to vote against the resolution. I have asked Sabath
not to eall his hearing until I have had an opportunity to talk with
some of the other Members with whom I feel I can discuss the matter.
There are a few Democratic lembers on the Committee with whom I
prefer not to talk, and I think you know the reason why .

I am meking this confidential report to you, and which
I am personally typing. I will make a:further report to you as
soon as 1 have any information,

tith kind regards I am, as always,

Very res ctruily urs,




.::Hmm EUGENE T, KiMMALY
@ttice of the fMajority Leaver
Mouse of Bepresentatives W, S,
Sasbington, B, €.

February 28, 1942

Maj. Gen. Edwin M. Watason
Secretary to the President
Whita House

Washington, D. C,

Dear Géneral:

I will appreciate it if you will that the within

report is given to the President.

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerely yours,
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Narch 24, 1942.

House of hml?htim,

Honorable Mary T. Nortom,
Washington,
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D, C.

ity WH. TE HOUSE

fer 9 9 31 MM 42
RECEIVED

April 8th,, 1942,

Dear President Roosevelt:

Just a note to tell
You how very interesting and helpful it was to
personally confer with you this morning, and to
agaln thank you for taking time out in your busy
day to talk with me.

I wae deeply impressed by the infor-
matlon you gave me anent the military and naval
tralning and backgrounds of James, Elliott,
Franklin Jr, and John, and the activities in
whlch they are presently engaged, I now fully
and clearly realize that each of them is wlelding
& keen and flashing blade for our country,

It was great to find you looking eo
well, Mr. President. In the vernacular of my
old home bailliwlick, the Texas Panhandle, you
appear flt and ready "to tangle with a mess of
wildcats, " ,

Trusting that our paths will be
erossing often in the future, and w
personal regards, I remain

Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D, C,
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FROM NEWBURGH AND BEACON NEWS, WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 1942
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BENNET APPEALS TO COUNTY COMMITTEE FOR APFROVAL

Augustus W. Bennet, in a letter to members of Orange County Republican Committes, notes
that their endorsement of a oandidate for Congress "will be a tremendous asset" to the person
favored, and says "I would like to have it." The primoipal question, he says, is: "Who may
the better ensure Republioan success, Mr. Fish or myself?!" and continues:

g "If I am nominated, my time will be devoted to attacks om the shortoomings and ineffio=

iencies of the bureaucrasy, If he were nominated, Mr. Fish, on the odmtrary, would be foroed
on the defensive by attacks on his own mistakes. You and your other candidates would have to
bear the burdea of his many blunders and unfortunate comneotions, should you endorse him. For
in endorsing him, you would be necessarily endorsing his record also.

"It is no exaggeration to say that not only the county and the district but the whole
uouﬁ' waits to see whether you ratify his ocurse and mctions.

Orange County Background

"I have an Orange County bamokground dating from pre-Revolutiomary days. My great-grand-
father represented Orange in the Assembly. My grandfather was & member of the Board of Super=-
visors, and my father was once clerk of that board. I myself may cite years of oivic service
in the County of Orange. Mr. Fish has no such olaim to your support. Ee is not a resident
of our county. It 1s not even clear that he is now a resident of the Congressional Distrioct.
His proposal to move into Orange County maturally will alienate some Putnam County voters
without, under the ciroumstances, gaining him any friends here.

"There is no organized opposition to me in any Republican group. Republicans will vote
for me. S0, I am certain, will a substantial number of independent and Demooratioc woters.
This would ensure success of the entire Republican ticket. The nomination of my opponment
would, on the other hand, antagonise thousands of Republican voters. In the light of recemt
political history can our party stand further losses?"



o FSFE: rgreay.

The following ie an article copled from the files of the Newburgh News.
Of the seventeen charges The Independent Committee makes against Ham Figh,
elght had slreedy taken plece at the time Bennet wrote this item, and sent it
to the News.
Newburgh News, Saturdey, November 2y 1940 - = - - - - _ _Page 15

FISH SMEAR DENOUNCED
BY LOCAL ATTORNEY

Attacks made on Representstive Hamilton Fish are likened to New Derl tactice
in genersl in aprlylng the smear to Republicsn candidates, in a stetement to
the News by Augustus Bennet today.

"I have consistently opposed many of Congressman Fish's policies, as the
Congressman knows, but I am convinced that in everyting which he has done he
has been sctivated by a belief that his policles were in the best interest of
our country.

"In common with every other fair minded citizen of this vicinity, I am
outrrged by the unfair and libelous attacks uron Congressman Fishlg motives,
contelned in & pamphlet being distributed by the Steeholm Committee, and am
elso disappointed to find that Mr. Steecholm has not seen fit thus far to re-
pudiate the Pamphlet, although diselsiming responsibdlity for it.

"Congresemsn Fish has amply demonstrated his patriotism by his service

overgeas in combat forces during the lest war, and contime £
ndequete preperedness gince, Can the same be said for Mr, Steesholm and his
enonymous beckers, whoever they mey be?

‘"I feel that this effort to smesr our Representative in Congress is in
keeping with the tactics sdopted all along the New Denl front in the hope of
applying the tage of Communism, Nezism, or some other wnporular group to the
Republican ceandidstes. The reaction of every independent voter should te to
vote for Mr. Fish on election dey se as to stop for all time such unfair, un-

Americsn mnd disgusting tectics."
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v FERDINAND A. HOYT ~ BEACON, N.Y. %h 4

AGE—-61 YEARS,

FAMILY—2 CHILDREN, DIVORCED RECENTLY (no scandal),
RELIGION--EPISCOPALIAN,

POLITICS-~DEMOCRAT--VERY PROGRESSIVE,

NON-FOLITICAL AFFILIATIONS—AMERICAN LEGION, MASON,

#RMED SERVICE EXPERIENCE--SERVED IN THE NAVY DURING LAST WAR,

FAMILY BACKROUND--DIRECT DESCENDANT OF MASS, HOYTS ARRIVING AMERICA EARLY 1600
A.D,, IMMEDIATE FAMILY COMING FROM PUTMAN COUNTY, N.Y.

OCCUPATIONS-RESIDENCE- 1, LAWYER-BEACON,

2. STATE ASSEMELYMAN 1912 - FROM BEACON - LAST DEMOCRAT
ASSEMELYMAN TO SERVE FROM DUTCHESS,

3. BEACON CITY JUDGE - LAST DEMOCHAT CITY JUDGE FROM
BEACON.

4o JOINED NAVY LAST WiK.

5. HAN BEACON DAILY NEWSPAPER FOR TEN YEARS, SOLD oUT
T0 GANNETT.

6, RAN AGAINST GLEASON FOR SURROGATE AT REQUEST OF
ROOSEVELT - WAS DEFEATED,

7. "COMPENSATION REFEHEE" FOR PAST 13 YEARS — COVERING
OASES IN ORANGE, DUTCHESS, PUTNAM COUNTIES,

B. CHAIRMAN OF BEACON .DEMOCRATIC CITY COMMITTEE.

POLITICAL FOLLOWING--STRONG LABOR AND LOW INCOME GROUF FOLLOWING THROUGHOUT
ENTIRE 26TH DISTRICT.
GENERAL REPUTATION--EXCELLENT.

L}

HPFEAHANCE—FPLEASANT,
VOICE--FAIR,

FIGHT-—-PLENTY,
SPEAKTR - GOOD

Mr. Hoyt will run if he is assured of the ungualified backing of the Demo-
cratic purty and the Independent Committee. He will be certain to get the ALP
backing which Steeholm failed to get in the last election.

My person:l opinion is that if an Independent Republicen is listed on fhe
election ballot for the purpose of weakening Mr. Fish's vote, Mr. Hoyt een win
the election.

.ﬁ.-tunr
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PRIVATE AND
CONFIDENTIAL May 20, 1942.
MENMORANDUM FOR

JOHN McCORMACK

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
PLEASE RETURN FOR MY FILES.

F. D. R.

Memo from Capt. McCrea Te contract

let by the Bureau of Docks and Yards
known as the South Boston Works with
complete memorandum re above from Admiral
Ben Moreell 5/9/42



i PSF: (e ?,(

JOHMN W. McCORMACK T HINMALY
Oftice of the Majority Leaver ,Jm-"’(
fouse of Bepresentatives H. .
@aspingion, B, €.
June 16, 1942

Colonel Marvin H. McIntyre
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Marvin:

I am enclosing a letter, which is intended as a
memorandum for the President. I will appreciate it if you
will call it to his attention at the convenience of the
President.

With kind regards, I am




Oittice of the Majority Leader
Housge of Repregentatives . H,
Washington, B. €.

June 16, 1942

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Following the meeting of Monday, and having in mind the talk
we had in relation to the tax bill, Speaker Rayburn and I had a
conference with Congressman Doughten and Congressman Cooper. They
both agreed that if there is no effort to insert a sales tax in
the bill that the bill ought to be reported out of Committee in
time to be brought up in the House around July 7. If there is
a fight in the Committee to insert a sales tax this fight will
hold the bill in Committee for a peried of from two to four
weeks longer,

Congressman Cooper said, "This bill is four as large
in volume as the biggest bill ever reported out o ttee be-
fore." He also said, "The Committee has worked ol about one
hundred administrative changes and we feel obligated to consider
them because the Committee has been promising for the past two
years to consider necessary administr:tive changes,"

They both informed Speaker Rayburn and me that the bill s
more or less tentatively agreed on at the present time, will

raise about six and a half billion dollars, and if the Administration

insists on a bill being reported out of Committee which will
raise about eight and a half billiom: ars that in their
opinion there will be a sales tax in the Committee,

To summarize, if a bill raising about six and a half
billion dellars is satisfactory at this time, or 1s not opposed,
or if a bill raising about eight and a half billion dollars
is not insisted on, then it is felt that the bill can be
roported out of Committee in about three weeks. Otherwise, it
will take from twe to four weeks longer.

I am making this report to you so you will be advised
of the situation.

EUGEME T, KINMALY



W. McCORMACHK EUGENE T, KINMALY

Orfice of the Majority Leader
Bouse of Bepregentatives H, &,
Sashington, B. €.

-2~

You will remember I made some observations about the
fact that if John Sullivan were handling the tax bill it might have
come out of Committee more giickly. I have made inquiry of the
Members of the Committee about Mr. Paul and I want to correct the
impression that I have heretofore conveyed to you. The Members
ef the Committee to whom I have spoken about Mr. Paul, and I apcke
te others than Congressman Doughton and Congressman Cooper all
stated, in substance, that Mr. Faul”is a fine man, is f very

diplomatic, and a good man to work with,
With kind personal regards, I am, as always,

P. 8. I asked Congressman Doughton and Congressman Cooper about
passing a bill relating only to excise taxes and leaving the
rest of the bill until later on, but they both felt they could
not very well do that at this time. They both told us that the
excise taxes have already been practically passed upon, as well
as other important features of the bill, and that if the sales
tax were out of the way that the bill would be easy, provided
the Administration did not insist on a bill which would raise
about eight billion five hundred million dollars.

John.



HOTE DisTmicT TExas HANAL AFFAIRE

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. €.

1

July 13, 1942

Dear Grace;

Since April I have been in the South and
Southwest Pacific, seeing everything and doing
everything.

Before the liavy puts me overboard or I
resign from Congress I think it extremely nec-
essary that I have & moment with my Boss, pref=
erably at the HMouse in order not to arcuse
reporters' curicsity, but a moment enywhere as
soon a8 I omn.

In the meantime I will sit at home for
word from you, because if I go to the Hill or
the Department it neans u barrage of questiocns
and I do not know what rmy Boss thinks I must
do,

neerely,

n Hs. Jofdnson

liss Grace Tully
The White House
W&Ihiﬂﬂtm. De Co
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘\GMJ&\

WASHINGTON
July 15, 1842

MEMO FOR  MHM
Congr. John MeCormack phoned:

1. "I am anxioue to find out

the viewpoint on the proposed com-
promiese of the Agricultural Appro-
priation Bill where Ceannon has
offered a amendment authorizling the
gale of 25,000,000 bushels of wheat
at the parity nrice of corn instead
of 85 percent parity priece of corn.

"We are golng to act on it
shortly after twelve and I am holding
it up until I get word.

2. "I sleoc would like to have
the viewpolnt of the Chief on the
100% of parity loan pasesed by the
Sdnate and now in Committee in the
House."

TOI
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Dear Johni

Can't you find a freshmen Congressman
on our side who will wait his chance until the
first time thuat Clare talks and then gquote this
poen? I think it 1s wholly parliamentury --
Just us much so as other newspaper clippings
which cre stuck into your Congresslonal Record.

Very sincerely yours,

Honorable John W. McCoramuck,
The House of Hepresentatives,
%ashington, D. C.

Tnclosure

Clipping of poem as attached.

oy '_f#f A~
) 3-42
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Au Clere de la Luce

0 Lovely Luce -- 0 Comely Clarel

Lo you remenber -- way back there --
Bolding your lacquered nalls aloflt,

"The war we fight," you said, "is soft."

And while the vote bung in the balance

You turned the trick with all your Lualents.
You were the keystone brave and bouyunt.

By Lucifer, vwere you clarcvoyantl

Time marches un, evenis apace --
Are you & hoarder saving face?
¥hat say you now thut Elsenhower
Has Africa within his power?

What say you of the bolu atlack
Vhere sea 15 blue and sky 1s black --
"vive la Liberte™ for ulll

"Soft" wus the word, do you recall?

PSoft" where the dauntless Callaghan
Gave life itself, where every wman
Rode through the fire with flag aloft?
Say it agaln -- ¢id you say "soft"?

0 Lovely Luce -- 0 Comely Clarel
The brave doser e the less unfulir,
You are elected iow, thut's that --
The ring we'd say 1s in your hat,

But ere you pack your Vultton grip

To tuke the Vashingtonian trip,

¥hile still responding teo the toasts,
Remember this: that words are ghosts.

And when it's mealtime, never stoop
To see the letters in the soup.

The g::;t: may form like lLioning birds
"My ," you'll ery, ™ ate my wordsi"

Howard Lietsz.



CHARLES L. MCHARY , OREGON

Wlnited Diates Denate

CONFERENCE OF THE MIMORITY
Harch 2L, 1943

P W TE Huyse
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KECEIVED
The Honorable Franklin [, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C,
My dear Friend:

This morning I received your confidential memorandum
with the attached note from the Chief of Staff and I
heartily concur in your views touching the proposed trip
overseas of the Truman Committee.

I shall take my stand for the size of committee ;
suggested by CGeneral Marshall,

¥

Falthfully yours,

HeN/P
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WHITE HOUSE

@up:' WASHINGTON

March 29, 1943,

PSF:
T

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Secretary Morgernthau called to
say that he has jJust heard from Lyndon
Johnson and that he 1is maklng very mood
headway against the Ruml plan, Sam
Rayburn gete in tomorrow morning on the
B & 0 traln, Lyndon Johnson atrongly
recommends that the President s=e him at
once and to ask Rayburn to tell Cong,
HeCormack and Ramspeck to ston talking
compromise, Lyndon Johnson also says
will you ask 8am Hayburn to see that all
the Democratic members attend and vote,

asb



March %0, 1943
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FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

PRESTDENT

COPY FOR THE



WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D, C.

March 29, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

The attached is a proposed reply for the President's
signature to Congressman Merritt concerning the visit of a Joint
Congressional committee to the theaters of operations.

I am also enclosing a copy of General Marshall's memo—
randum of March 1%th to the President and a copy of the President's
memorandum of March 23rd to leaders in Congress, both of which con-
cern the subject of Mr. Merritt's letter. The proposed reply con-
forms with the substance of these memoranda.

| %ﬁzm.

Secretary of Ware

Enclosures.
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March 23, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE VICE PRESIDENT
THE SPEAKER

SENATOR BARKLEY
SENATOR McNARY
CONCRESSMAN McCORMACK
CONGRESSMAN MARTIN

Wnen I heard of the proposed trip overseas of the Truman
Committee of the Senate, I took up with General Marshall the question
of visits of Congressional Committees to the various fields of war
action and I am sending to each of you, in great confidence, a copy
of Oeneral Marshall's reply.

In other words, there is no question of the Army's (and
the Navy's) complete accord with having a small number of Members
from both Houses visit the fronts. But there is involved the serious
question of transportatien. I might add to what Oeneral Marshall says
by calling your attention to the fact that every visit to the front by
any civilian — special plane or planes, etc. — does take the place
of officers, men or munitions which would otherwise use the plane or
planes.

Therefore, I greatly hope that the last paragraph of the

confidential letter to me from the Chief of Staff can be made the
gulding spirit of things both in the Senate and the House,

F. D. R.



March 19, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

With reference to the proposed trip overseas of the Truman
Committee, it is understood that the Committee proposes to make these
trips into foreign theaters as an extension of the investigation of
the defense program which it has been pursuing in the United States.
It does not propose to concern itself with military or naval strategy
or tactics. Appropriate departments and agencies of the Government
will be consulted in preparing plans for these several missions, I
am also informed that the delegation on this first mission will be
limited to three or possibly four Senators.

So far as this particular Committee is concerned it is be-
lieved that the members will keep within bounds and that the visit
will tend to satisfy Congressional curiosity or doubts as to condi-
tions in the theaters visited, and I should be in favor of the plan.
However, it is probable that a similar Committee from the House will
be moved to propose similar visits, and quite possible that Senator
Chandler's Subcommittee may also propose such visits,

If it could be arranped through the leaders on the Hill
that not more than gne Committee from each House will be accorded
the opportunity for such visits and that the size of the visiting

Committee be restricted to four members it would preatly simplify
the problem for the Army, and presumably for the Navy,

(Sgd) G. C. MARSHALL
Chief of Staff,

Frt'..-_-J:I.Hn'D. Roosevelt Library
B ©LAZSIFIED
LUl UIR. s200.9 (8/27/88)

Date- S~ 4C-57

Signature. lft act {M
CONFIDENTIAL,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 19, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR ZWL/

THE BECRETARY OF WAR

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY BIGNATURE,

r. DI RI

Letter from Cong. Metthew J, Merritt,
3/14/42 to the Presldent, SUgRentII
appointment of & Joint Conmittee to
viait the har Fronta.
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March :j' 1w .

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE VICE PRESIDENT
THE BPEAKER

BENATOR BARKLEY
CONOREBSMAN MeCORMACK
CONGRESSMAN MARTIN (Jracieh)

When I heard of the propossd trip overseas of the

Truman Committee of the Benatas, Ih-zupuﬂ:

Marshall the question of visits of Congressional Com~

mittees to the various fields of war aotion and I am

send to sach of you, in great confidence, a copy of
larshall's re .

In other words, there is no question of the
Army's (and the Navy's) complete accord with ha
a small number of Members from both Houses visit
fronts. But there 1is involved the serious question
of transportation. I might add to what Oeneral
Marshall says ealling your attention to the fact
that every visit to the front by any civilian --
special plane or planes, ete. -- does take the place
of officers, men or tions which would otherwvise

use the plane or planes.

Therefore, I::::th that the last
g:rhnrihtumﬂ t letter to me from

f of Btaff can be made the guiding spirit eof
things both in the Benate and the House.

F. D. R,
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTOMN

March 19, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

With reference te the proposed trip overseas of the
Truman Committee, it is understood that the Committee proposes
to make these trips into foreign theaters as an extension of
the investigation of the defense program which it has been pur-
suing in the United States. It does not propose to concern it—
self with military or naval strategy or tactics. Appropriate
departments and agencies of the Government will be consulted
in preparing plans for these several missions. I am also in-
formed that the delegation on this first mission will be lim—
ited to three or possibly four Senators.

So far as this particular Committee is concerned it
is believed that the members will keep within bounds and that
the visit will tend to satisfy Congressional curiesity or doubts
a8 to conditlons in the theaters visited, and I should be in fa-
vor of the plan. However, it is probable that a similar Commit-
tee from the House will be moved to propose similar visits, and
, quite possible that Senator Chandler's Subcommittee may also pro-
pose such visits.

If it could be arranged through the leaders on the
Hill that not more than one Committee from each House will be
accorded the opportunity for such visits and that the size of
the visiting Committee be restricted to four members it would
greatly simplify the problem for the Army, and presumably for
the Navy.

anklin D. Roosevelt Lib:

DECLASSIFIED
HUD Dl" 6200.9 (9/27/88)

Date- I—de—¥F
r
Signatura- MW
CONFBERNT 8
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January 17, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. BAM RAYBURN

This fellow Carey is still acting as Counsel for that
Committee and he 1s wasting everybody's time. He is worse
than & nuisance because all he is doing is to stir up un-
true publicity against the Government. For instance, he is
now trying to prove that two Rear Admirals were 'rliirﬂtdudﬂ
because they testified mgainst Fly before the Committees.

One of these Rear Admirals came to the retirement age, Jjust
like everybody else. I do not even know whether the other
one is still with the communications' office in the Navy
Department or whether, his turn having come, he has gone
to sea.

Also, at Carey's instigation, the Committee 1s
planning to call J., Edgar Hoover on some national security
matter, and I have directed that Hoover shall not go, as I
had already told the Secretaries of the Departments con-
cerned.

While Cox was still with the Coummittee a good many
really secret items -- matters which in themselves raised
no issues -- were testified to before the Committee and
the papers had them, in spite of their secrecy, within a
few hours.

I really think the time has come when Garey, who
is clearly working on & political basis, should go. I
think Lea, Magnuson and Hart are all ready to move, and
I hope much that you will persuade them to do it -- damn
soonl

F. D. R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Junuary 15, 1944.
CSESORANDUS Ful THE pRECIDEWL:

T. G. C. called me the other day
to sey that Leo Crowley 1s sles, but
before he got the fiu he checked with
Mew Jersey to uwake sure that Hart wus U.H.
He tellis me that Congressmen Lea, Magnuson,
ang bart &re all rescy to go and he
suggests you might 1ike to spesk to Sum

Hayburn about getting action.

a1,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 6, 1944

Desr Pa,

I fust received o wive from
hatuesador Pinant poying Le Hns tolked
to Consressmen Beldwin snd Voorhis
and they underatand the aituation.
Aprarently there was no difficulty.

Fith best wirhes,

dincerely vours,

Hajor Gonerul Edwin M. Tnteon
The Thite House
Tashington; D. C.



March 4, 1944,

MEAQRANCUM FOR THE UNDER BECRETARY OF STATE:
Derr Ed:

I sy returnlng the attached as I prom-
ieed on the telephone this morning, to
confirm my conversatlon with you at that
time. The Fresldent directed that theee
two gentlemen be permitted to make the
Horth African trip, with the understanding
that they are not to take up any politice,
partlicularly with the French. He 1s not
in any way rending them on a personal
miarlon from him,

Taurs,

EDWIN K. WATSON
Secretary to the Frepldent.

P.B. I have repeated theee lnatructlons to
the War Department through Major Davenport.

E.N.W.



AMERICAN EMBASAY

LONDON ;

PERSONAL FOR THE ANBASSADOR FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY

Congreesmen Joseph C. Baldwin of New York and John N,
Yorys of Ohle are at present in the United Kingdom as the
guests of the Britlsh Government. They have passports walild
for the onward journey to North Africa and have in their
pagsports permit cards to proceed to thias mllitary area.
I am inforwed by Osneral Watson that the Fresldent doss not
wigh these gentlemen to go to North Afries and you are re-
quested so to inform them and to have thelr pagsports amended
to exolude North Africa and to have the peralt cards attached
to the last page of the passport removed and returned to the
Department. Please do this as agreeably as possible amd
render these gentlemen any appropriate courtesles during
thelr sojourn in the United Kingdom,

FD:RBE:HLP 5/3/44



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 3, 1944

Dear Pa,

I sttoch herewith droft of & cable to
Winent in connection with the Joo Baldwin,
John Vorys metter we discussed on the telsphone
this afterncen. Enowing these gantlemen inti-
mately, I oo fenrful of & very unplessnt "kick-
back".

I also ottach Joo Boldwin's letter to Mra.
Shiploy. Plemse note the second and third
peragraphs in his letter where he specifically
mentions it wes the President's suggestion they
go to Alglers.

Eince tsalking with you on the phone this
afterncon, we have slsg verified with imbusscder
Wilecn thet Baldwin geve him & handwritten note
r from the President slong these lines: "This is
Joe Baldwin, u close persencl friend of mine who
hes en excellont idea®.

In view of the sbove, it ccourred to me that
you =ight wish to reconslder and spesk to the
Fresident once more wbout the matter to nveid a
possible exceedingly emberrassing situstion.

Felthfully yours,

Major Ceneral Edwin M. Watson
The Phite House
Fashington, D.C.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March &, 1944

Dear Fa,

Attached im & copy of the wire I
hove just sent to Ambassador Winant
relative to the trip of Congressmen
Bueldwin and Vorys.

Sincerely yours,

Major Genernl Edwin M, Watson A
The Yhite House :
Yashington, D. C. [
{ ﬁﬂ)’
L

W



\ 30 DISTHIRUTION
V.. URoENT? Mareh 4, 1944.

ANEMFASTY,
LOWDON

PTRSONAL FOR THY AMBASSADOR

The President bas reques ed that Fou get imn toush
&8 scom &8 possible with Oomgressman Baléwim amd Vory:o
ﬂﬂrhﬁ.ﬁthhltﬂtnf“ﬂutlﬂhﬂh
in the Fremsh situatiom be Boves that they «111 refrain
from discu-sisg Fremeh politieal oroblems with aayoas
while im North Afriss.

EURIHFN RIS
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Published in Qonferences at Calro and

Teheran, 1943, page g77
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iz Narch 6, 1944.

W |
N Dear Congressman Mruki-
I am afraid I cannot make amy further
comments except what I have writtem to you before —
there were no secret commitments made by me at
Tehsran and I am quite sure that other msmbera of
my party made none either. This, of eourse, does
not include military plans which, however, had
nothing to do with Poland.

Very sincersly yours,

Honorable Joseph Mruk,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.
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o e G e Congress of the Wnited States
et Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B, €.,
March 2, 1944

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washingten, D, @,

My dear Mr. President:

On January lbk, 1944, you will probably recall that I
submitted certaln questions to you with referenss to the
Bussian-Polish situation. Alac, I lneluded this peragraph:

"I was greatly pleased when you assured the Congress in your
annual message this week that there were no ssorat commitments
made in the recent conferences at Cairo and Teharan,”

Tour reply to me, making referemce to Poland's waliant
battle against the forces of aggression and outlining in a
general way certain attitudes of the United States Government,
Was no reference to the paragraph of my former letter above
quoted regarding "seorst commitments made in the recent con-
ferences at Calro and Teheran,”

In view of your sssurances te, the Congress and our sub-
saquent exchange of correspondence, I was ﬁgita shooked to
learn last week of the statements made by Kr, Churohill to
Parliament rn%arﬂing the boundary dlspute betwsen Russis
and Poland, n that statement, after uxgraaa:ns aympathy
for the Poles, Mr. Churohill seid, "but I alsc have aympathy
for the Russian standpolnt,"” and then went om to indicate that
he favers Russia's demand "and we are going all the way with
her to see that she gets it." Cohtinuing, he said that this
will be dome, "not only by the might of her arms, but by the
approval and assent of the United Natioms." And apparently
this was all talked over at Teheran becauss Mr. Churchill
went on to say, "I took cocaslion to raise perscnally with
Marahal Stalin the question of the future of Poland,"

In view of these developments, it ocoours to me that the
Congress and the country is entitled to know Just what part
the representatives of the United States gln:ud in these oom=-
versations and to what extent the United States is bound by
any comeltments or clalms, secret or otherwise, made at Teheran
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by any of the powers there represented. And were there any
other agreements or commitments made having to do with any
of the other cocupied countries of Europe? If so, to what
extent is the Unlted Statea a party to them or boumd by them?

With kindest regards and deep apprecistion of your re-
sponse to my former communication, I am

Sincarely, '

o8 g

JH: jam
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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
/,7| March 7, 1944.
Dear Pati-
That is a mighty nice letter of yours to which
I say "Amen®. I can assure that I am doing svery-

hnumnrufhrul sh a harsony of sation,
as well as of purpose, between the Congress and the
Exeoutive -- sspec among us Demoorats.

You who view tm.n.:l calmly will understand
when I say that I would give a great deal personally
to return to Hyde Park and Osorglia jJust as soon as
the Lord will let me.

And, in the same way, having lsaned over
backward to be constitutl all my life, I find
myself confronted with the provision that when forsal
legislation is sent to me for approval or disapproval,
I have to use my own consclence and, if I veto 1t, I
am required to send it back to the flouse of origin
with my reasons for the disapproval.

I think you know that I have sent more bills
back to the Congress without my 1l than any
other President. That is true not marely for sleven
years but it is true year by year. And the percentage
of wvetoes overridden is extremely low.

Heither you nor I nor the overwhelming majority
of Democratic Members of the House are voting because
of partisan or political reasons -- even in this year.



meLcp

That, however, is not true in the BRepublican Minority or
among & small number of the Democrats.

I know you will realise some of the real troubles
which are i:llid on to me. For instance, the Boldiers'
Vote Legislation, as it stands today, denies the vote
to the overwhelming majority of the ten million men in
our armed forces. Frankly, I do not think that that is
good in a demcoracy. It will come to me soon and if I
veto it I am not going to be rough or impolite toward
anybody. I will not say that the Democratic Party has
missed a great chance to pin the blame on the Republican
Party. My "advice and counsel®™ was never asked by the
Benate or the House! I think I had a way out -- but I
fear it is too late now)

We must never forget that the Republicans are
in the midst of a campaign to sow discord among us.

I do hope you will run down and see me some day.
I am most anxious to talk with you about the Congressional
campaign. I will do all I can to help.

As ever yours,

Honorable P. H. Drewry,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WasHingToM, D, C.

H February 20th 1544,

Hemorable Franklin D.Rocsevelt,
Frasident of the United States,

Washington,
My dear Mr, Prosident,

I trust that you will not consider it presumptuous of me
to dlscuss an incident which hae been megnified out of all trus pro-
porticns. Now that it has been closed, I think that an unusual
opportunity is pressnted to you as our party leadsr, and as our
Presidont, to resstablish a harmony of action, as well ma purposs,
apong Demccrats in and out of Congress, With your wisdom and with
your deep politieal experience, you will know how to deal with tha
whole situation,

May I not join with every other leyal American in apprecistion
of the very fine spirit and sympathetic undarstanding which you showed
in your recent telegram to our mutual friend, Senntor Barkelay, I
an also desply impreseed by the similar spirit shown in the Sanator's
Teply. In these most troublesome daye it is of supreme importance
that we unite our efforts in securing not enly a complete military
vietory, but alsc in establishing a jJust and durable peace,

. Thesa are the aims of the Descoratic Party of which you are
the honored leader. Your sdministration has led the ecuntry far
aleng the roed which carrdes us to thess ends, Disunity at this
time in this great smergency would not only injure the party which
hes o successfully plloted the ship through the storm but would slse
endanger the welfare of the country, Tt is most important to the
eountry in the prosscution of the war effort that thoss who have
sarved so ably and so faithfully should continue the work, with the
experience gained in the years behind us, to & mucceseful conclusion,
You, with your true sense of politiesl prepertion, can, in my humble
opinien; tactfully and 1y, take such mction as will quiet
the emotionalism of those and of those who supported your
position ard therety cement the disturbed parts into an harmonious whols,
There 18 no unylelding conflict on this matter but there is a dis -
cordant danger which, I believe, you can sliminarts,

Parhaps, in moments of stress, thoughtless words and hasty
Judgments have oversmphasized conflicting viewpolints, but, at the
present moment, the time is ripe to elose up our ranks and to move
formard in & united front, If I may make the suggesticn, you, as
our Fresident and as our party lsader, can command the loyalty and
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devotion of the Demoorats end of the Independents in the House, I

do not intend to intimate that you should surrender any fundamental
principle, but may I most respectfully and sincerely suggest that the
same lindly and underatdnding spirit evidenced in your telegram to
Senator Barkley will produce the same helpful influsnce among Members
of the Houss,

As you lmow,I have spent many years in the Eouse, and I belleve
that I understand its Members and their motivea, They are loyal, sincare
and deeply devoted to the welfars of our beloved land and to its
Government,

As & Member of Cpngress, as a Democrat, and as Cpeirman of the
Democratic National Congressicnal Committeey I have worked amd T will
Mimnhmkﬂthtul;mrtnhmniumdiﬂnmmuin
our party, I, and the Members of our Committes, are most amcious to
present a united fromt, We look forward most hopefully to the coning
days, We have again and again been inspired by your masterful leader-
ship and by your high courage,

I unqualifiedly pledge you my support in soothing hurt feelings,
and in heeling our party differences. Our perty, and, above all, our
country will suffer irreparable injury if the President ansd the Congress
should seriously disagree.

Our war effort under your leadership has been splendid, Our
accomplishments of the past eleven years have been epoch making,
History will so record the past, but the work is not finished, The
country and the world look to you and to the Congress for a solution
of these gravest of grave problems. You can once again rally the
forcea of demccracy.

Itmtuﬂbalimt—hatmmmtampartymdm
country, and lead us into a glorious victory and a world peace,

Very sincerely your friend,

oy
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WAR DEFARTHEMNT

THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINATEN, B, &

March 24, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

On March 3rd Congressmen Baldwin of New York
and Verys of Ohio left for the United Kingdom and North
Africa at the invitation of the British apd by Eritish
transportation, Pursuant to your instructions, the War
Department has played no part with respect to this trip.

Wa have now received a message from Devers
atating that Congressman Baldwin plams to return te the
United States on British transpertation by way of the
United Mingdom. Congressman Vorye, however, has requeatad
Devers to supply transportation from Africa to the United
States by way of Dakar. Vorys wishes to leave tomorrow,
and there is no British transportation by this route,

In view of your specific instructions with re-
&épact to the trip made by these two Congrasssen, and be-
cauas of our poliey mot to arrange for the travel of Ceon-
gressmon overseans, I have withheld replying to Devers’
request for advice until I could learn your deaires,

_._;‘—-ﬁ

{ Chiel of Btalf,

I=2hmiid

HO0TE: I consulted with Justice Byrnes, who happensd to be in =y of fice, and we
jointly declded to sk the Secretary of Wer to just carry out the original

instructions, we we didn't want to disturb the Presidant any more or have
him fzeed with another decision. Fronklin D, Foomevelt Library

ST sk gu:.ESIFIEI]
lo Ul DIR. 52008 (s/27/m8y
mﬁ;i’”;ﬁkw ' bate- 3-/9-5'7 |
w&ﬁvﬁ 8 m simmC‘Mié‘fﬂﬂ é



Nareh 24, 1944,

NERRANDIW FOR THE PREAIDFNT:

On Berch 3rd Congressmen Baldwin of New Tork
and Vorys of Chio left for the United Kimgdom and North
Afrisa at the imvitation of the British and by BEritdsh
tranaportation, hrm-nttomhlﬁuﬂu-, the War
Department han played no part with respact te this trip,

Fe have now received a message from Devers
stating that Congrossman Baldwin plans to return %o the
United States om British transportation by way of the
United ¥ingdem. Congressman Vorys, howsver, has requented
Davers to supply transpertation from Afriocs to the Toited
States by way of Dakar. Vorys wishes to leave temorrow,
and there 13 no British transportstion by this route,

In view of your specific instructions with re-
spect to the trip made by these two Congressmen, and be-
cause of our polim éot to arrange for the travel of Cen-
gressmen overssas, I bave withheld replying to Devers'
request for advice untfl I eould lsarn your deaires,

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
el

DECLAZZITIED

Dﬂﬂ I]ﬁ'l. 5200.9 (B/27,/868)

Date- 3- g~ 5?

81gnaturs- {%sz .&;l{,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 8, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL VWATSON:

The attached came to the
President from Congressman MoCormack,
Will you be good enough %o let him
know whether the Fresident can see
these people on April 28t%h?

¢.G.T.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ll.}' mj J.IHG
CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JON MoOORMACK

¥nat do you think about Jim
Brennen for this place? I have
always thought that he was a
mighty desent fellow and that
we should reward him in some way.

F. D. R.
Enslosure

Let to KErs. R. from Jemes 4. Brennan
18 Tremont Strest, Boeton, Mams 5727/ /43
wiches to be pppt. Collector of *he
Port in Boston.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 22, 1044

MELORANDUL FOR THE PRESTD .

Majority Leadar John KcCormack was
in Saturdoy and spoke to me at great length
about various things he thousht might be
done in and for Ireland. He is, of course,
interested in the attitude of the Irish in
tﬁis eountry. I om sunzarizing snd pusalng
them on:

(1) Sellins Irelund two ocarpo ships,
by private snle, to take the place of tha
tvo thot were loat would be snthusiustienlly
racsived hara agnd sbroad,.

(2) If you could find cocmsion to say
in o press conference that, irrsspsctive of
what the Irish povernmont has done, there
is no intention on the part of the United
Statea to deprive the Irish people of any
of the necessities which we have bean
accustomed to ship to ITreland.

(3] If it is advisable from a military
or medical standpoint to ~onstruct hospitals
in Ireland for tha care of our wounded, he
is sure that the Irish would be very azresabla.

o

S. 1. R
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

May 17, 1944,

MEMORANDUIM FOR
THE BTATE DEPARTMENT

FPOR PREFARATION OF REFLY FOR
MY BIGNATURE,

F.D.R,

Letter from Cong. John W. McCormack, 5/15/L44,
to tha Fresident, mubmitting information with
regard to the sale of two vessals to Eire,



FEF Bpanie diiiti s

J?.ﬂ':cn:uunnhum CUGEE T, KINALY
@ttice of the Majority Leader
TWouse of Represeniatibes W, S,
Waxhingion, B, £,
Eay 15,1944,

Uiss Orace Fully,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Miss Tully;—

I will sppreciste it, at your convenianco, if you will seas
that the President receives the within letter I as seanding to him,

With kind regards, I am

Jincoraly wours,







MEHORANDUM

The Ameriocan Government in Beptember 1941 chartered
‘%o the Irish Oovernment two merohant ships, the West H t
and the West N both of which were lost some ¥ime ago.
is my unds that the preoise manner of the sink ng of
the West Hematite (renamed Pins) is unknown, the veasel
having diw #d nt asa. In the case of the W -‘-lli.l
(renamed ;;;E;E Egé}l, howaver, the to ing of s vessel
appears to have Deen definitely established, am well as the
faot that a Oerman submarine was observed by the orew of the
Noat Neris mome 18 hours befors the torpedoing.

These vessels wers still owned by the United Btates
and were merely ohartered to the Irish Government. This faot,
even if definite knowlsdge were laoking, surely lnoreases the
presumption that both ahips "were undoubtedly sunk by the
Gormans.” levertheless, the Irish Oovernment falled to offer
any word of protest against the sinking of the vessels.

‘.

Thie Government made a real saorifiocs in chartering
these two ships to Ireland at a time when every avallable
ship wae badly needed by thia aountry or by those oountries
aotively proseouting the war. These two ships sailed under
the Irish flag with distinot neutral markings and traveled
fully lighted at night. Thesec olroumatancss should have mads
thes immune from belligeresnt attaok but, in faot, only helped
to make them sasy targets for Hazl submarines. If we should
transfer any additional ships to the Irish flag they would,
of course, be subjeat to these same hazards of Nazi attack.

On December 4, 1943, the Irish Government requested

the Htate Department to recommend to the War Shipping Adminig-
tration the approval of the proposed purohase of the 8. 3. Wol-
Yerine. The Maritime Commission on Docember 7 denied the
applloation for the proposed male as not being in the interests
of the United Btates. Beoretary Hull took the matter up with
the President at that time and they agreed that in view of all
the olroumstances the State Department oould not recommend to
the War Shipping Administration that the purohase of the

8. 8. ¥Nolverine be approved.

The Irish Government, in a note of Deosmber 18, 1943,
notified the Dtate Department of its desire to purchase and
have repaired in the United States the 8. B. B , an ax-Nor-
waglan vessel. The Irish Oovernmant request e Btate Depart-
ment to recommond favorable aotion in this cases. The State
Departasnt submitted this matter to the War Bhipping Adminis-
tration, which replied that to repair the B. B. would
require the extensive ume of ship repalr facilitTes whioh are

urgently needed for the maintenance of United Mations vesssls
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engaged in war aotivities. The State Department, accordingly,
declined to make favorable recommendation in this ocase.

There 1s one further olroumstance whioh oannot be for-
gotten in oonneotion with the desire of the Irish Government
to purchase additional ships in the United States. Cn Febru-
ary £1, 1944, this Government requested the Irish Government
to remove axis oconsular and diplomatio representatives whose
presence in Ireland must be regarded as constituting a danger
to the lives of Amoriocan soldiers and to the suocess of Allled
military operations. ,

In making this request we did not ask Ireland to parti-
cipate in the war or even to break diplomatio relationa with
Germany and Japan. We merely asked, on grounds of military
ssourity, that German and Japanese representatives in Ireland
be removed from their favorable position to transmit to their
governments information regarding American military foroes and
military operations. In other words, we asked Ireland to take
the necessary steps to make sure that ite neutrality is not
being used by the Germans and the Japanese to our own peril,
Nevertheleasn, the Irish Uovernment replied that it was impos-
sible to comply with our request.

We felt that our request of the Irish Government for
the removal of Axis representatives was an eminently reason-
able one whioh we had every right to expeot the Irieh Govern-
ment to grant. This request also gave to Ireland an opportunity
to show 1ts appreciation for the ships and supplies provided
by the United States to Ireland since the outbreak of war.

I belleve that public opinion in this country, inolud-
ing opinion among Americans of Irish extraction, would find
it diffioult to understand our now making available to Ireland
two additional ships in the faoce of Ireland's refusal to remove
Axis representatives.



AT e

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 25, 1944

MEHORANDIL FOR THE PR

I think the attached lattar
prepared in the State Department
has toc hostile a tone to send to
John eCormack == who iz really
interested in trying to build up
soma Irish sentiment. I should

ike to tuake a hand at mollirying
it ir you wish.

Shall I <o anything about
pointa (2) and [3) of the nttached
racommandations of John MeCormack
contalnad in my memorandum to you

of Ly Z2nd%

Ei T. B

Ll

"
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June §, 1944

M0 ANT FOR THE FILTES.

I suve John HeCormock a
copy of thla memorandum yesterday
ind, ‘therefore, it 1= not neoassary
toc send the letter.

e Le Re




ADCEHERE SFFL e e T TR
THE BECATTAR Y OF §TATE
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 22, 1944

MEMORANDIM FOR TEE PRESIDENT

In response to your memorandum of May 17, 1844, anolosing

a 1otter of My 15 frem the Ronorable J3im W MoCOrmesk 15
regard to the deaire of the Irish Government to purohase
additional ahips in this eountry, I snoloss a draft lstter
which you may wish to send to Mr. MeCormack.

1 am returning Mr. MoCormaok's letter for your files.

Enclosures )

1. Draft of letter
to Mr. MoCormaok.

2, From Mr. ¥oCormack
May 16, 1544,




May 22, 1944

MEMORANDIM FOR THE PHRESIDENT

In response to your ssmorandum of May 17, 1944, emoloaing
& letter of May 15 from the Homorable John We MoCormask in
regard o the desire of the Irish Govermment to purahass
additional ships in this oocumtry, I enclose a draft letter
which you may wish to send to Er. VoCormack.

I am returning Mr. ¥oCormask’'s letter for your files,

Encloauvres

1. Draft of latter
to Nr, MoCormaok,

2; From ¥r. ¥oCormaok
May 16, 1844,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PERS(OHAL
Dear Johny

I have recsived your letter of May 15, referring to recent
afforts of the Irish Government to obtain two additlonal ships
in the United States. You express the opinion that i two ships
oould be sold to Ireland at the present time, it would not emly
be justified, but would be productive of favorable reaulta hare
and abroad.

As you lmow, the Ameriosan Govermment in September 1541
chartered to the Irish Govermment two merchant ships, the Weat
Hematite and the West Neris, both of which were lost some Tlme
ago. Tou state in your lstter that while thess ships "were
undoubtedly sunk by the Germans", you understand that definite
evidenos to this effect is leoking and that for that roason me
protest oould be made to the German Govermment by the Irish
Government. It 1# my understanding that the precise manner of
the sinking of the West Hematite (recamed Irish Pine) is unknown,
the vessel having disappenred &t sea, In the case of the West
Neris (renamed Irish Oak), howsver, the torpedolmg of this vessel
appears to have besn delinitely established, as well as the faot
that a Gorman submarine was observed by the crew of thes Weat Nerls
so=a 15 hours bafore the torpedoing.

I should like to emphasize that these wesssls were stlill
owned by the United States and were merely charterad to the Irish
Government, This feot, even if definite Imowledge were lacking,
surely inoreases the presumpticm thet both ships, as you say,
"ware undoubtedly sunk by the Germans.” Nevertheless, the Irish
Govermment failed to offar any word of protest against the
sinking of the veasels.

You are, of course, well aware of the real seaorifice which

this Govermment made in chartering these two ships to Ireland
st o time when every avallable ship was badly needed by this

sountry

The Homorable
John W. MoCormmck,
House of Reprosentatives.
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country or by those cocuntries motively prosecuting the war,

Thess two ships sailed under the Irish flap with distinet neutral
markings and traveled fully lighted at night. These ciroum-
stanoss should have made them lmmune from belligersnt attack but,
in faot, only helped to make them sasy targets for Nasi sub-
marines, If we should transfer any additiconal ships to the Irish
flag they would, of course, be subject to these seme hasards of
Nazl attack.

On December &, 1943 the Irish Goverrment requested the
State Department to recommend to the War Shipping Administration
tha approval of the proposed purchese of tha 8. 8. 'logwriu.
The Haritime Commission on Deocember T denled the app on for
the proposed sale as not being in the interssts of the United
States. Becretary Hull teok the matter up with me at that time
and we agresd that in view of all the ciroumstances the State
Department sould not recommend to the War Shipping Administratiom
that the purchase of the B.5, Wolwerins be approved,

The Irish Govermment, in a note of December 18, 1843,
notified the State Department of its desire to purchase und have
repaired in the United States the 5,8, Bur, an ex-Forwegian
vosssl. The Irish Govermmsnt requested tha State Department to
resommand favorable metlon in this cease. The Stats Department
subtmitted this matter to the War Shipping Administration, which
raplied that to repair the 5.5. Bur 'l\'mldl. roguire the sxtensiwve
use of ship repair facilities whioh are urgently needed for the
maintenance of United Nations vessels eagaged in war motivities,
The State Department, aoscrdingly, deolined to make favorable
rogommendation in this oase.

Thers is coe further ciroumstance whioh oannot be forgotten
in comnestion with the desire of the Irish Gowermment to purchase
additional ships in the United States, You will recall that om
February 21, 15944 this CGovermment requested the Irish Govermment
to remove axis consular and diplomatic repressmtatives whose
presence in Ireland must be regarded as constituting a danger to
the lives of American moldiers and to the sucoesss of Allisd
military oparatlona.

In making this request we did not ask Ireland to partioipate
in the war or even to break diplomatie relations with Germany
and Japan. We merely asked, on grounds of military security,
that German and Japansse representatives in Ireland be removed
from thalr favorable position to tranmmit to their governmmenta
information regarding Amsrican military foroes snd military

operations,
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operations. In other words, we asked Irsland o take the naoss-
fary steps to make sure that its noutrality is not bedog used by
the Gormans and the Japamsss to cur own poril. Kevertheless, the
Irish Government replied that it was impossibls to oomply with
our reguast,

Wo folt that cur request of the Irish Govermment for the
removel of Axis representatives was an eminently reascnsble cme
whioh we had every right to expect the Irish Goverrment to grant,
This request alsc gave to Ireland an opportunity to show ita
appreciation for the ships and supplies provided by the United
Etates to Ireland sinee the outbreak of war,

I beliove that public opinionm is this sountry, ineluding
opinien mmong Americans of Irish extrastion, has whole=haartedly
supperted our sotiom in msking the removal of Axis reprosenta-
tives. I believe further thet public opinion would find it
diffioult to understand cur oow making svedilable to Ireland two
edditional ships in the face of Ireland's refusal te remowe Axis
roprosentatives,

Very sincerely yours,



-mmmm. . _.mw-
!

i
L

s
: i :
_i m_



1

T.“. Gkt o | i
Ly
el 41 e .

il Mmi _ﬁ w_“
il dlkih m_m i uMh _w

“ mﬂ 3 .mhn. 1 T
sinely ikl s i b
a&hw:h¢gmzﬁwmuﬁ



il “

“
ﬂ'_
ﬂ
l“
ﬂ.i-
Irish

asking the removal
hﬂm
ﬂ'“l.

af Irsland®
l'@lh-ﬂrrﬂ;i]

Ez
m_ il



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

May 10, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Yesterday you spoke to the Under Seoretary of State
about the posslblility of making available two ships to the
Irish Government in view of the moute need in Irsland for
certain producte which have to be transported from this
Hemi aphere.

You may recall that we charteresd two American ships
to the Irlsh Government some monthe mgo and that both of
these ships have been loet. One of them Aleappeared at
ega without leaving a trace, presumsbly the vietim of
e German submarine. The other one was definitely torpedosd
by & submarine. In the letter case Mr. de Valera desoribed
the torpedoing of this vessel as "a wenton act" but he
did not say that 1t wae done by the Germans nor 414 he
in either case make a protest to the German Government.
Last December the Irish Government epplied tc the War
Shipping Administration for another ship end asked the
Seeretary of State to support their request. With your
approval, I deeclined to do so and sent a memorandum to
the Irieh Government expleining why I could not do eo.
It hae since been mede public in conneotion with the ex-
change of communieatlons with Ireland. A copy of 1t is
attached for resdy reference.

In February, you will recall, we asked the Irish Govern-
ment to expel the Axie representatives. We did not esk
Ireland to go to war or even to bresk diplomatic relations
with Germany and Japan. On grounds of military security
we asked them to expel a CGerman Minieter and his staff
and & Japenese Consul Genersl and his staff, pointing out
that 1t would be neive to assume that these officiala were
not doing everything in thelr power to send out military
information which might seriously affeot the succees of
Allled military plane and cost American end Allied lives.
The Irish Government afemantly refused to do this. We
know for a feet, although for pecurity grounds we oannot

disclosge
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discloge thies, that the German Minister has continued
to try to send out to Germany military information.

¥

¥We believe that our request of the Irisgh Jovernment
that they expel the Axle representatives was o reasonable
one with which they should have oomplied. We bellieve
that public opinion in thies country supported thie request
and in faet would be dlgposed to eupport pressure to cause
Ireland to nomply. The editorial reaction to thie through-
ocut the country wae fevorable. We belleve that publie
opinion would find i1t difficult te understand our now
making avallable two ships to get supplies to Ireland in
view of the attitude which Ireland hae taken toward ua

and the war.

To meke ehips available to Ireland in the present
eilroumstances might well retard the progress which we
have made in putting pressure on other neutral countries to
reduce trade with Germany. Indeed such sotion might
undermine the very foundatlions on which our program in
thle regard has been o carefully bullt up and ironleslly
encugh at the very time when we are beginning to get
resulte.

In these clrcumstances I recommend that you take the
pogltlon thet we cannot now even conalder making rhipa
avallable to Ireland. The Irish Government, of courae,
knows how to change our attitude and how to get our
pupport in obtalning two fine new Liberty shiupe.

<& 2

Enclopure!
Memorandum te Irieh
Government .



UGENE T, RKINMALY

@ttice of the Majority Leaver
FERSOMAL, Touse of Representatives H. B,
Washington, B, €.

Moy 15,194,

Homorable Franklin D.Roosevalt,
The White House,
Weshington, D.G,

Dear ir. President g

In accordance with your suggestion of last week, I am
transmitting to you infermatiom in relablon to the matter I discussed with you,
the sale of two vessels to Eire,

Somotlme in December of 1947 I underatand the State
Department was ssked to recommend the Wor Shipring Adednstration to facilitate
the transfer of the flag of the a/s,"Wolverine" ro the Irish registry, This
weE & vessel of 7997 tons and the Irish Shipping Limited had ngreed with tha
owners, State Uarine Corporation of New York, tp purchase her st & cost of
around $1,000,000, This did not materislize.

In Decorher of 1943, I understand the State Do partment was
almdlarly asked to intorvens in the cese of /s, "Bur®, an ex-Norwegian ship,
which had heen sunk and brought to the surface again, I understand in this
eafe the Irish Shipring L,mited wan #illing to purehose the veamal if facilities
could be had for her upnir at an Ameriean shipyard, This affory hes not
materialized,

The two ahips fermarly sold te Erle wer surk, ¥hils they
wore undoubtedly sunk by the Garmans, I understand that definite evidence to
thisn effact is 1nnking, and for that reason, no protest could be made,

In the case of the "I.r;.ah Fina", which disappesred on the high seas, no one kmew
what haopened to her, The "Iriuh Coke" wna torpedoed but I understard nona

of the crew or affesrs nanld idantify the nationality af the sutearine which
fired the torpado, I do not know if thess focts are corract, but if so, it

or they might explsin why o formel protest was not made by Eirs,

In any event, it seess to me thet if two ships could be mnld
ot this time, thet i would not o ¥ be justified, but would be productive of
fovorable results hera and

With ind persons] rogarde, /T an , as always

Very respectfully (



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

May 29, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON

The Seoretary maked me to
express his appreciation for
your kindness and that of the
Presldent in letting him see

the attached file from Congress-

man Baldwin.
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JORIFH CLARK BALDWIN COMETTEES:

o Yomm
Enavmars o Cowtmms
Pl Ui Do, WIDESTE, il b o

e Congress of the Wnited States

Cm e satoo Bouse of Representatives
P Aovmmen i Bashingtor, B, .

SERTRUTE K. e day 18,1944

Dear Mr. President.

Horewith u trief report oo my trip to
ilglers oniy deimyed becauns I had hoped to present it vecba.ly.

In the first place let me suy that I
atayed et the Amerle.n Fopresentatives heuse actus iy Bob Murphy's
¥illa., where 1 was well tuken cure of snd TI‘IEMI wag mble to
recaive various of the French representing equa_ly varied opinions.

In the ascond place I wes received snd for
thet matter entertained by General Oj ruud, Genersl de Gauile, M.
Enzs#:li of the Committes of Liberation, the President of ths Con-
sultative Azsembly, the Frosldent of the fiesistunce groupe, the
British lapresentutives, and our cm Cenerel Devers. In turn [
recnived several memburs of the Committes whom 1 hwd kneoan before,
vuricus Froneh Army and Huvy Offic-Te, some of the subordinates of
the Commltte shom I hed previgusly met in fushington, and lepat but
not lasst oy twe younpést French h-n:-t.nnrsuin—uu, now in the French
Aray, and one of whom #as at the French army ficers Sechool at
Cherchal, where are collieted youny =en f'rem every reglsent of the
French érmy. Subsecuently in London 1 spent several hours with &
¥oung Frennh woman just arrived from Paris but whose names I was not
persitted to know, and whe would srertly be back in Faris. She oame
to me under unimpeacheble suspioes.

Ae & result of my varicus talks and confer-
ences I coma to the fo.lowing conclusicns, which I belleve beor cut
shat BEpperently is your oim present stiltude to the French Committes
of Liberation. I submit thom herewith for what they are worth in
ahnt I convidar the order of their importance.

i. Genersl de Gaulle;:
After the dinner he gave in @y honor I re-

tired with him, and we ppent about an hour in eonflerence, wlone. Sub-
setuently I suw him agnin for an hour alene ut his office.
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I don't balieve I huve sver met or taiked
with a more unattractive or "ronstipated” man. But I um convinced
that to the majority of the French both within France and without
he stands ne & symbel of resistance. My definite impression is,
hewever, that this French spprecistion or pupport—Aif you cen call
it that--iz purely military, snd ooly in a very limdted sense politi-
cil=== I ghould wery mirh doubt whether he would receive more than
10 percent of the pepular vote either in France or in Algiers should
he prarent himself for purely poiitiecsl offiece, in & fres-slsction.
What he sald lmpressed me, but since then he hus so repeatedly act-
ed contrary to his statements to me thet I have wery little faith
in hi= =minesrity. Fersonniiy I feel that I treated sr & pursly
military aymbel of resistance, and he iz now the Commander-In-Chiaf
of the Fremch Army, he could be of some welus to us, if we can obtain
from him eertain signed pelitieal pusrantess of which more preasntly.

Certainiy he is at present uaing our much
sdvertised cpporiticon to bulld himselfl up sz & martyred heare in French
minds, and at the pame time is, I am convinced, playing both ends
ngrinst tha mlddle by assuming direct Military Command in the event
ha f#els it wise to drop hiz own Committes of Liberaticn. Encloged
the minuten of my first ronvernation with him which I cabled the State
Department, for trensmizsion to vou at the time.

2. Genoral Giraud:

The first person I ealied on in Algiers wus
General Girsud, mot enly, as an old friend, but to return the courtesy
of hie havine enterteined g- ot dioner on hir legt visit to New York.
I had msmmsd thet whatever slee might be asid about him he still hed
the confidence and becking of the Army. & few dayre luter he guve &
luncheon for me. Just prior to thnt my youngast French- brothsr-in-
law, srrived from the French Officers School at Cherchel, and what wea
sy dismsy to iearn from tois sntirely unprejudiced source that General
Girmud hed mpparently lost nll hold on the irmy. A point of view I
subpecuantly confirmed on o visit to the Officers Sehool, where wz I
have said, young representatives from every Fresch regiment were in
trulning. Later I found this te be the point of visx penerally inm
Alpiars. Although 1 did not kmow it at the time the moming of the
day 1 lunched with Genmeral Tirsud he recelved Puceu's bitter dying -
m=asags of copdesn.tion for running cut on him. Yot the Gsnersl wag
hilaricusly goy under cireumstunces whers I couldn't have lauhed at
rll such less saten a hearty lunch.

3. The French Committes of Liberation
Wheraver I went and whatever source I touched

I found the Committes of Libermtion unpopulsr if not despised. While
some of the members are undoubtedly briliisnt men, and a few of them
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sincere putricts, my ow impression of the mijority and of the Committes
as 8 whole wag cne of bn executlve group of party politicians only
interested in perpetuating wnd sugmenting their present powers, and
patently unsure of their wbility to do mo under any straight forward
demorratic process. There ia no doubt whatsoever in my mind that
nelther in Alglers or in France Propr heve they the sligHBst following.
Feraonelly 1 am convinced they are aware of this &nd are hoping to econ-
sclidate their position by dietatorisl wethods, In Alglera and Morroce
thers in no freedes of the preas;books sre bunned; the bleck murket
flourisher flagrantly in eve E; the purge trials are wnpopulur; the
Rrabs are pasaively reatless and disduinful; the armed services de-
finitely susjdecicug, The Committes would never dare subnit ltself for
confirmation by populsr vote. Should they do so I doubt whether they
would get even BY of the vote.

4+ The Consultative Assesbiy.

Gidly encugh the Consu_tative Asgembly im-
preased me as belng far more su~e of themsslves— st leent they re-
preeant the varlous resistence gproups in Fronce for whatever they are

The President ga's a recepticn for ur snd e spent at leust one
afterncon in the gallery mhils they were, in_session and hesrd o vary
calm end shle debate on prepesed re-organization of vuricus Eovern-
mental povers In France ence Ilberated,

5. The Resistonse Group

In Aigiers, of ccurse,. tha rejregentatives of
the Reslstance Group, are all members of the Consulstive Anmembly und
presusably favorable to the Committes of Libarntion— I talked at length
mith all of them, and with some of them was sincarely impressed. It must
not be forgeiten however, thet thess kroupa &8 efficlally represented in
Mlgiers conmtitute & vory small portion al the French population, and
rannct in schsequence presums to speak on behulf of the French people
a2 & whole. 'hile T an convinoed, not only from my gemsral knowledge
of Frunce and the Fremch but frem the lettars I constantly recedive from
oy friends and family through Switzerland, Spain or the Bed Oross as
wall ns from my talks snd conferances on this recsnt trip that Franee
is mt least 957 anti-German and therefore is itse.f n reslatance group,
it mist be remembared that there are literully hundreds of centers of

{stance In Franne cnly & few of which have tuken any pelitical ar
% pelitirsl form. Every geniurde, every cierh, every Mayor, every
ellld even, and mot of the membors and I should think ail of the
employess of the po-eallsd Viehy Government practise resistence to the
Gormuns more or leas, r a8 1 ran make out the formelized Eroupa of
resistance san ba divided ss follows.

As Militery-— Ghom I understsnd the British
are mrming .
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B. Fopular- Sach se Religious Organizaticns,
patty Civil mervants, youth
sovementa, and so forth.

C. Underground- Consisting of ostensible
servante of the Vichy Regime,
Mayore, prefects; police, eto.

b. Governmental - fho &re reprosented at
ddgiers in the Consultative
Agpembly, of which the most
anctive porticn are apparently
Comnmiats.

I put enly one question to the members of the
Alglers Mesistance Group when I talked with them.

"Given the fuet that you hiave risked your
lives, in many instences had your familie ther kill Wﬂheﬁ,
or deported, and in most instances moat -If pcrnpe‘rg ¥ou pre-
pared to state that with such & desp boadil:unm you ok only to
liberats France, or do you intend to demand political power?"

The nen-comsunists esphatically denied they
wunted pocar wa such efter the liberstion of France. The Commmniste
refused to anawer.

In my submeguent conference in London with
the youny Fremehieman alresdy mentlonsd who had just come out of Paris
.M'B?I ortly to return, and who wos & gallant representative of a
non t proup my concivslens, ks gpiven sbove we s ronfirmed. I
mifht add tee, thet while she eeid a msjority of the French recopnized
Defimulle an o mymbol, they hed ne use for the Committes and assumed
that in dus time they would be permitted to choose thelr own fovern-
ment.

6. The Old fapime:-

My principle comsuitant on the attitude of
the membera of the l'ormer French Republican Government; aside from
these 1 hod slrecdy seen in “ishington or New York wae Senator Malm
of Alpinrs, iis term as Senator dose not explre until 1948, so that
he still considers himaelf "inoffice®™. The Committee of Liberaticn
invited him to join, but he refused. Ho elalms that the ylelding of
porer to Masshal Fetuln in the passage of the law of July 10,1940
wan entirely conmtituticonsd, but was sube tly broken by FPatain
himsalf in exceeding tha poners pranted. .m no longer considers
the Vichy Uovernment legltimate and loockSupon de Gaulle ns B temporary



authority but has no use for the Committes, maintaining thut the
Aptional Assembly still exists and should be recalled as soon as
pospible with the forser deputies terms retroactively extended until
n new election as was done in 1918.

Miile he elaims that the Loi Trevigneuc of
1872 which was passed for just such an EmeTgency aa the present one,
was automatically repesled by adoption of the Constitutien of 1875,
he 13 not averse tc the principles involved therein &s & sound
approach to reccostitution of s descoratic regime in France. I huve
his briefa on the subject, together with all of his conrespondence
with the Committes of Liberatien.

In sonclunion I ean only say, Mr. Prosident,
that my ewn personal feeling abeut ths existing French politieal
picture is that Generni de Gaulle i3 too dengerous s man not to have
either semehow or other in our pocket or openly, and definitely dis—
avowed and out of pleture. It zeema to me that he hus given us
an openini. for the jwet course in assuming perzonaliy Military Command.
If we ceuld pet him to London and keep him there ss Frenmch Hilitary
Commander wnd then ebtain signed commltaments from him agresing to the
futurs French pelitical course to be followsd until Franre is free to
choose her own government, it is cemcelwvable ve might be able to work
cut of the present di]'f'imlt.l."j: our regird which he himself hag
apparently deliberate.y craated, for the Committee, let it contirue
to functien in Alglers an a teaporary authority to expire or be deslt
vith by the future French Covernment.

: On the latter score if Genernl de Gaulle mould
rensent to cooperating with Genersl “desnhower in eailing the Couseils
Generaux topefher as eanh depsrtment is liberated, and letting them in
turn mmmon o Natlonal Asseably unoer the terms of the Loi Trevigneuc,
I believe za would be followine the wissst coursas not enly for France
but for curselves.

Cortainly the present situntiom is full of dy=
namite and presently far from favorable to eusselives. Nor are the
British failing to make quiet wee of this situstion.

I reslize hov mich more you know about wll this
thsn I do, Mr. President-—snd If I have spoken my sind frankly, I have
spoken it, I.promise you in all humility and sdmirsation for the gre.t
tenk you are doing. 1 fel} horever, that mm you had yoursell saked me .‘
to po to Alplers, sand report to you my impressions, I cught to give the
pleture en elearly as I couid and not delay lenger in pr-umt&', it.

There ia much more I rould add, and I have o
ere .t many interesting documsnts and reports which I wiil be gled to turn
ovar. I have felt, hovever, that 1t wes not my plece snder the circum-
etannes to po snywhere with ail this exeapt to you, and only to proceed
further, 17 at all, a= you might direct or supeest,
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It is good to hear through G-neral Watson

that you have returned frem your well-samed holiday rested and in
I only hope that this report will not add to your burdens,

fine form.
tut on the contrary may be helpful; which I think you know is my

most earnest deaire.

Awaya sineerely,

are

Josep¥l Clark Baidwin, M.C.

MW-
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CONVERSATION "ITH GRNENAL DE OAULLE FOLLOWING
DIMMER AT HIS VILLA IN ALGINKS, MANGH 22, 19kk.
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Irt.m-u-u-nmqmmm1m;uux
this is more than s provislonal governmeant, I cun assurs
you that they would oarry no welght with me, for it ia a

t and my oanly desire is to reators
democoraoy france and to revive the Hepublie. I will
not deny that what we might omll the registered Hesistanse
group in France only represents perhaps l0% of the psople,
Howaver, as the center of resistanee, they huve m de
field of sympathy there and whatever may be said mbout

the French Committes of Liberation, I am certuln that the
frenoh peoples are antl-Oerman snd fundamsntally in sympathy
with the esuse whieh I represent. Surely, it should not
be a matter for astoniahment that some of us, lneluding
myself, huve done some fumbling as we progressed. Many
of us had Mittle or no initlal experience. In mpite of
the Fusheu trisl and my own convietlon that there still
are o few at the top who have openly betrayed Franoe in
thes present Viehy Gevernment, I oan assure you in all sin-
surity that it is not ay intention to enter France with
the ldea of hanging, shooting and imprisoning Ffremeh oiti-
xens, whether in the Viehy Covermmant ar out of nﬁ:n
have only done what they considered thelr duty to aom=-
munity, Looal Mayors and Prefects and Counoilors either
had to funetion under the exlsting situatlom or glve way
to Germans or those who wanted to collaborate with Germany.
Noone recognizes this Taot more completely than I do,

"The
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resigned
1 am confident that whatever the

for
of your Governmsat they will eventually
mtr-tth!uﬁnrquunhm

united behind me. Therse is no longer that
sxisted betwean the so-oalled of Oireaud and the so-
oalled Free French army of DeGaulle and I gan add that
General Gilraud and myself are on the besst of terms, ocoopera-
ting Sogether and completely united in the task abead,

This, I am sure, Censral Oiraud will affirm,.”

dhortly afterwards the dinner broke I{. In conslusionm,
I oan only add one bit of interesting confirmation of General
DeCaulle's statecant about the Frenoh irmy. It so happens
that one of my French brothers-in-law ims at the Frensh Army
Offiesar's Sohool at Cherchell. There, naturelly, are man
drawn from every regiment of the irmy, whether origlnally
DeGaulllst or originally Glrauddst. dy brother-in-law is
quite emphatic in saying that the so-palled UsGaullists

and the so-oalled Ciraudists are united behind DeGaulle.

They have a certaln distrust for the frangh Committes or
Liveration and for what they eonsider is the personsl
politions whieh they are playing, but all of thea conaider
Oeliaulle their real lesder and not Giraud or the Committes.

I have sorupulously obaserved the Fresident's request
oubled to our Embasmy in london, and kept my ears open m&
my mouth olosed, seeking only te obtain information. Fer-
sonally, I waa Imtuod by my conference with DeGaulle snd
1 eonfess that in attending messions of the Consultative
Assembly, I was impressed with the attitude of the men bers
and the caliber of thelr debate. I will, of ocourse, be
prepared to give the Fresldent a most oonplete pearsonal
Feport upom my return to iashington the first wesk in Agril.

Joseph Clark huldwin
Kember of Uougress
17th Metriet of ilew York
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: ) May 31, 1944

Dear Jaok:

Thank ”t.: fﬁ;' your 1-:‘:: of
twenty-ssventh, Bgrea g
::tﬂu with you that in a great
seotions of our sountry too many p::En
are wholly unaware of the great oris
throush whioh we have Seen going snd the
st ordsal which lies ahaad, !

Fortunately through a wise use
of lend-leese material pursuant te the
Lend-Leass aot of the Consress, the war
hag been kept from our lmﬂn{- shores,
However, many civilians at home who have
been spared from bosbing and great depriva=
tion of the necessitics of 1ife meem too
often tu forget that millioms of our
Allies have boon killed and our omn casu-
altles have been aod, in all probability,
will be substantisl. 4s you know, many
public spirited citizens and rovernment
offiolals have tried to Impraes uoon our
psople the seriousness of this war., T am
oconvineed that the great msjority of them
understand what is rolns oni but as always
it 15 the minority that slve tha lnocrreot
impreesion.

Tt was rood of you to writs me,

Very sineerely yours,
FHAMKLLN U, HUUSEVELTY

Honorable Joha 7. Goohran BRI 0
Houss of Yeprescntatives

'mm’ Da Ca

wl’@;:: G g
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QJ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES e S G
WASHINGTON, D. C.
l)f) May 27, 1944

¥r. President:

ﬁn—n Cmasmds, Cosssl TR i AoooaseTs
I l) ’/com:nm OF THE UNITED STATES o owes we oummss

Due to the Information that comes to me T am prompted to
write and urge that you conslder the advisabllity of making a
spaech on the radio that will bring to the attention of the
pecple the necesalty of reallsz that the war situation by
no means warrants eny one to feel complacent.

The state of mind of & tremendous number of people in this
Comtry 1s very dlscouraging to say the least. For instanca T
am attaching a copy of a letter I recelved from the President
of the 5t. Louls Chember of Commerce in which he says, becauss
there has besn no war damege, that the premiums paid by the people
who applied for war damsge insurance should be returned to them.

How a man oceupying a poaltion such aa this, when we have
over ten million men and women in the ermed forces and when our
casualtles amounted to one every minute during the month of April,
could come to the conclusion that we are not golng to have war
demage because we have been able so far to prevent the enemy
from attacking our shores is beyond me to understand,

Simply because of the fact that cur eltles have not been
bombed there are some people who deo not reallze the grave danger
that mctunlly confronta us.

Assuring you of my high esteem, I am,

The President

The White House



ST. LOUIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
5T. LOUIS, MISSOURI
MAY 17, 1944

Honorable Joln J. Coohran
Houss of Hepresentatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman lCaah.'rIri:l:__

..... =

At ghe b.gmns.é” of the war there was established I bellieve,

under the Reconstruction ce Corporaticn, & War Damage
Corporation which sold in egainat damege resulting from
air ralds and possibly othe 883 connected with the war.

There have been no nin"’/féiﬁ nd therefore no damage
resulting therefrom. This insprance)was sold through the regular
Inaurance agenciea, the agent I“\Bii_ ng & small cormission for
handling the sale. e

Inassmuch as there have been no imp! for damage, 1t would
appear to us that refund sheuld be those who bought thia
insurance, deducting the proporticnatd sYare of the cost of
handling the program.

I am wondering if this might not be a matter that you would
like to look into with the thought in mind of having the Govern-
ment make proper refund,

Youra very truly,

/s/ GEORGE C. SMITH
FRESIDENT
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FILE MEMO: ' JUNE 28, 1644

I telephoned Wayne Coy by directisn
of the Presldent to esay that his personal
opinion is that there 1s not a chance of
gtttlna a repeal of the two-thirds rule

n an election year,

GoT
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The Waslington Post o e
WASHINGTOMN, D, C,
June 2, 1944
iss Ormoe Tully
Privats Sscretary
to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear (race:

I =m attaching herewith an editorisl from The Washingten
Fost. I would sppreciate it very muich if you could ask the
Preaident 1f be would look with favor upom the establishment
of & sational committes to abolish the two-thirds ruls. I
would like to have bis views to guldeme parsonally sod not
for any poblic presstation.

I ask for this information becauss I would not went to
do amything that would interfare with a situstion with which
I am adwit tedly not complataly familiar.

If the Premident will indicats to you his views on the
mtiar you can reach ma on the talphone at Natiomal 4200.

, With kind regards,
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A Soldier’s Letter 10 Mys. Lm-

wm;m LR o s

ruthlens palitical peactice it revealed.
Mirs. Laice talked : of mine.
‘who weed
o e L) ma. camght ham
in thet weomach, s d*
! about 1 from Brookdyn—a o
! H-nmﬁ-m*
O, \ r Charlie dropped ooc spuare.
on the hall. bor
!rm” a whase name | never
kel fighter protrction one
day—umtl] he had to bail ol and wis
to his death in his 3 i
Mrs. bundreds of
thousands of their comsades, the War Dead.

precedeat, her speech was a powerful, ing
Mﬂwnh#dmﬂm

!

The nﬁ-mhﬁmi Ay
“to resurpect the g
silent, cold mouths’ she words,

mmun

Luce found a mhd.ai ﬁmm

She went one better than' s wooded dummy—she made
Irer mouthpiece s desd saldicr.

And a pawerful mouthpiecs. s dead soldier makes—

the potency of the speech he spoke for M, Luce,

.A#m#numdm

ﬂwmmﬂnqhmmpmm
election-—a brave requiem for soldier dust _
But, Mrs. Luce, is this right? Is this-

William |. Caldwell

huﬂ.mmw
step farther;, one step too
far, for my money. And in
that stdp there lies & threat
that mamy other speakers
may fallow her dangirous

seepeant w Pesrl Harbor
As a radip opersior and pumuer be 1o action on
sixiy-eight bombing mitrions af the Battle of Mid-
way, throwphoui the soutbuwest Pacific and spent
wing monthi on Guadelrensl, He wat awarded- the
Distingwished Flyimg Cross, Air Medal, Purple
Heart, and Pretidential Citation. This letter from s
Hweniy-five-year-old welevan of thir war i1 mended
neither at @ perional atlack mor & pertivan plea, It it
irrelevant; be says, that be is a Republican,

honorable and decent?
¥ O is it ohacene prostitu:
am Army Air Force tion of your dead?
the Japs atiacked, Presumably your reply is,

"Yes, it is bonorable, My
intentions were high. The
:nd—-themshmﬁw
|- party (the good of Amer
ica)—justifies the means.”
But uwpon your slifn
shoulders weighs & respon-
sibility heavy with the grim
burden of “the young bones
thar bleach on the tropicil




robds of Batsan,” that il the-sarth beneath white crosses

scattered the globe around.
 You went oa to sy, EE.
s sk

to meet those needs . . . befare this convention is done,

uvrulnh.ﬂ;rhm;smh[hﬁm,gﬂi]h"

mmhmﬂm:ndmhm
pledge himaelf,”
wrmum“um
C[ahwlﬂl,-hnhﬂdumpndnﬂhﬂm
w:ﬂﬂﬁw ' wants?

% your long-térm wants?
thonight T admit. But what happened Tast
time? Will no one allow the men themsehves to decide
what they want? Will nio one give them time to fight
and win tnd come bome? And then gmat them the
Amencan right of speaking for themselves. Please allow
at least the living to talk for themselves, Mes. Luce—if
ast the dead.”

Do mot cease, please do'not enyone cease, from ples-
ninp for the future of the veterans. But before these
plans become actions, let the veterans look them over.

#

uﬁumehm ARG ey
mmummwmﬁmﬂu&

'ﬂﬂﬂd“iﬂwmdmdmhn
in the Chicago Stadium ‘or the lobby of the Stevens

shovels to sling mud fmpltl}fdiﬂl:&]l party?

" Our dead belong first to themselves—and then to us,

mhﬂ-mummwmmw:rm
pledge faith, then, to the dead, and to the living who
fight to protect it.
thﬂ:dﬁmm!hﬂﬁ:bﬂnﬁh,ﬂ
crosses of our military graves, let there be an end mow
to this

A ——
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July 13, 1944.

¥y dewr ¥rs. Boltona:

The President has usked se to tell you
that he regrats it will be impossible for hia to
tri

Congreasman
battle area, not approved by tha ¥ajority and
¥inority Lesders. This pollicy was decided on a
yeor ago uod, except for ome or tso exceptlional
cases, hus not beas wurled from.

General lurshall agrees that the baslc
ides of your wisit 1s sound, but he feels thut he
cunnol recommend that the President take any setlon.

I tharefore regretfully bave to furnish
you this information.

I am,

Vory sinceraly yours,

EDaly M. UATHEOH
Hajor Generel, U. S. Army
Secretary to the President

Homorsble Freoces P. Balton,
Nouse of Repressntatives,
fashington, D. C.



CONFIDESITAL

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINSTEMN

July 13, 1944
MEMCRANDUM FOR CENERAL WATSON:

Goneral Marshall is aware of the fact that Con-
gresswoman Bolton desires to go to the Eurcpean Thester
of Operstions for the purpose of having a look at hospital
facilities and making some report which would eventunlly
reach the women of Americs and resssure them ss to the
trestment of their wounded.

I beve heard Oeneral Marshall say that he feols
this would be s worthwhile project, Om the other hand; hs
woild not wish to be in a positiom of edvocating an exeep-
tion to the President's policy with respect to the travel
of mesbers of Congress cverseas, You will recsll that
about a year sgo Goneral Marshall addressed to the Presi-
dent a memorandum sdvocating thet the Majority and Minority
Leaders in esch House appoint one committee to meke an ex-
teneive tour of overseas theaters, and that no members of
elther House who were not mesbers of these committess be
furnished transportation for oversess travel by elther the

Army or the Navy.

The Prosident endorsed this memorandum to the
Leaders of the Houses with the statememt that he hoped it
would become the guiding poliey om such matters,

Recently a number of Congressmen hawve gone ovar- —_—
sess not under the suspices of either the War Department or
the Havy Department. Congressmen Baldwin mnd Vorys made &
trip at the invitation of the Eritish Government and werse
trensported both weys by the British, Congressman Fulbright
mode & trip as & membar of & committes working under the
State Department. The committee used Army trangportation, hf;t. b Libaiag

PE& 8 ISSIE|F
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the State Department assured the Wer Department thet this trip
wap made by personal directicn of the President. You have
probebly noticed in the papers thet Congressmen Canfisld and
Sgott have just turned up in the Furcpean Theater ss ordinary
seanon, These men were signed on without the knowledge of the
War Department or, we understand, the Navy Departzent. The
State Department tells us that other Congrossmen are mow at—
tempting to secure pessports and British transportation cver—
soas.

These incidents are embarrassing to the War Depart-
ment for two reasona. Even in very crucial times theater com—
manders and principal subordinates cannot ignore the presence
of Congressmen and must take certain measures to ses that they
are properly handled. In sddition, we are emberrsssed to have
to turn down Congressmen who make requests for transportation
overseas, citing the cases of their solleagues who have made
trips. It is most difficult to explain to them all the ex-
coptional circumstances which have arisen or are likely to
arise in the future.

In conclusion, mlthough I sz sure that General Mar-
shall epproves of Congresgwoman Bolton's idea and feele she
would render a valuable service, he hesitates to recommend
approval of Army transportation and thus further complicate
our relstions with the members of Congrese who press us cn
thess matters,

Tl b ault

FRANE MoCARTHY
Colonel, General Staff Corpms
Secretary, Cemarsl Staff

mwwmm
Antunued 2L Asdiig Uraa
Mﬂw raad b e
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oversass,; citing the cases of their colleagues who have npade
trips. It i seet difficult to sxplain to them 1l the ex-
osptionsl cirmumntances which have arisen or sre likaly ta

rrise in the future,

In eonclusion, although I s= sure tiot Ceserzl Kare
shall approves of Congresswoman Bolton's ides and feels she
would recder & velushle service, he jesitetes to recormend
spproval of irmy transportetion and thus further complieate
owr rolotions with tle senbars of Congress who press us oD
timsa mullars. i

{Signed) Frank HoCarthy
Fllaki LeCAlTHY
Colecal , Gensral tafl rps
Searetery, Genersl Ltafl

P.5, Gsneral Marshall, who has returned since this memo was
written, hap now read it. Ee concurs.

FilcC
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