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October 10, 1941.

The Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,

e White House.

My dear Mr., President:

Attached is a report on Axis broadcasts
during the last week. It occurred to me that you
mizht wish to see the trend of these broadcasts and
to follow the argument underlying them. I think
behind all that they say is a very definite/purpose.

If you would like to follow them, I will
see that each week there will be on your desk a very
brief summary of what both Rome and Rerlin have broad-

cast the preceding seven days.

Respectfully,

Wil 14 J. Donovan

wne. Report.



REPORT ON AXTS BROADCASTS DURING WKEK INDING OCTOBIR 10, 1941

This report concerns Axis brosdcasts for the weel ending
Iridey, October 10, 1941, end is besed on:

1. Ilonitoring reports of the Federa]l Communications Com-
mission.

€. Available information from the British Broadcasting
Corvoration Monitoring Service.

S« Reports of the Columbie Broadeasting System's short-wave
listening station end National Broedecasting Company'e listening
nost.

4. Independent listenine by the staff of the short-wave

intellizence unit of my office.

PART 1

Ixis Propeganda on Proposed Anmendment of Article 6 of Neutrelity
Aet of 1939.

In the first 24 hours sfter the President's messace to Conrress,

asking for repeal of Section 6 of the Heutrality let, fxis broad-
ceets mentioned the President's nmessure only obligquely. It was
never siven an importent position in nevs brosdeasts snd vas
never orecented a2s an individusl item of news without comment.
Usurlly it was mentioned as pert of en item reporting on German
cuccesces in the Last. In most news broadeasts, the messsse wes
irnored comaletely.

The Nazi-controlled transnitter at /msterdam, brozdecasting at
9:45 A.il. EST on Triday, October 10, was typical of one vresenta-
tion. It said:

"It is reported from Vacshineston that President Foosevelt sent

a mesenoe Lo Lon~ress ursing the Lerislature to revise the



Neutrulity /et so as to permit the srming of fm
"Disguising his own imperislistic plans, the Pm
to motivate this mersure, with the allegation that Ger
to deminate the world," . '

A Berlin broedcast made at 6:20 4,M. EST nu'

. 10, 1'34]. introduces the subject in another way:

"Political temsion in London, which has muhoi
mark, hos been induced by two importent factors: i

"First, the cetastrophic military situation of
the Fast; ' f

"Second, the bettle for the revision of the Amen
law, - .

"London is on tenterfiooks and bringing out one
another in an attempi; to influence Congress to teke si
Ingland's favor. : o

"Raturclly, the Soviet Union's SOS call he=z sgein
to Congress meabers, so thet they will arrive at a fav
(decision) for Inglund at & aore rapld pace. That ﬁi

* vhat they hope.
© "All too conspicuous is the frenkness with vhich i I
seribes paint the picture of the position of the Bolsh
vriting et the sume time that the Soviet government me
attempt to coneeul tl-ie serious predicement in which the
Union firds itself.
"The London correspondent of %he nevepsper Aftonk
thet London is enveloped in a closk of gloom end is be
and more dispirited and downcast.” .
The remainder of this section of the brondeast ves |
to & lengthy report enlarging on the subject of ;
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The Deutschlandsender, broedcasting to home listemers in
Germany at 7 P.M. Fridey, British summer time, broke the news in
these words:

"ir. Roosevelt has sent a messege to Congress in which hul
ssked for the revision of the Neutrality Act. The United States
President, complying with an order from his Jewish bosses, demand-
ed the repeal of the laws prohibiting the emming of merchentmen
as well as their sailing in combat zomes. In support of his war-
mongering demands, Roosevelt as dsual hruughf up far-fetched ,
arguments and limited himself to a few utupid uttunku'agninﬁt
national Socialism.”

In anticipation of modification of the Neutrality Act, Axis
broadeasts during the past week followed two principle lines ﬁf_

argument.

ZIEST ARCUMENT
Amendment of the Neutrality Act will invelve the United

States in the war. It will mean that American troops will be
gent oversems. (In this connection, we heve not heard any Axis
brnadceatgf mention Article 6 of the Act. Occesionally the
‘Presideht's proposal wes referred to ms "Amendment of the Neutral-
ity Act.” Usually Axis brosdcasters referred to "Repesl™ of the
Let,)

Example of First Argument. On October 2, Berlin broadcast
to Labin Americe that the President, "in order to beck up his
avowed intention of defeating the totalitarian povers, seeks now
to heve Congress smend the Neutrslity Act so that American troops
mey be sent to fight on foreign soil."
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The possibility of American troops "fighting on foreign soil"
has been & consistent Axis argument to United States listeners
for meny months. Fred W. Kaltembach, broadeasting from Berlin,
has twice read the poem, "In Flenders Field."

On October 7, e Rome broadcaster declared that the Anerican
press was "agitating for troop landings in Portugal, Sieily and
Suez." He added that Secretery Knox, "like his childish paralytic
President,” wants such a move.

On the seme day another Rome spokesman broadeast:

"Wilson took the seme decision of arming merchant ships some
weeks before leading his country to war. This means that the
United Stetes is today nearing the same situstion in which it
was in 1817. In crude words it means that the United States is
on the verge of war.....

The President seeks smendment of the Aet in opposition to
the will of the American people. In furtheranece of this argument,
fome end Berlin daily quote en American Institute of Public
Opinion Poll representing it as showing thet "eighty percent of
the people of the United States are opposed to wer." On October
3, Home commented favorsbly on a statement by Senator Wheeler
to the effect that if the question of amendment of the Neutrality
Act were put to a plebivite, it would be defeated by a huge
majority. Senator Wheeler, Rome said, was an exponent "of a
greet majority in America who do not want war. But this large
majority does not have the meens to manifest its will."” In the
same program, the Rome announcer said: "The day is not too far
off when he (Roosevelt) will be forced to use the police force in
order to impose the war on his country.”

-4-
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COLLATERAL ARGUMINTS

(A) 1In one broadeast from Rome to North Americe on October
7, "The President's efforts to change the Act"™ were represented
es a8 violation of the Constitution, of the Monroe Doctrine, and
of the "trust of the American people.”

(B) On October 2, Rome declared that "The American inter-
ventionists are seeking to amend the Aet, not for the purpose
of inereasing its effectiveness, but to retain the appearsnce,
while violating the prineciples, of neutrality.”

{C) Incidents are being meanufectured to force changes in
the Aet. Broadeasting in Portugese to Brazil on Oetober 7, Rome
redio quotes the newspaper Suisse: "It iz undoubtedly a mere
coincidence that the American Navy Department announced that one
more ship had been torpedoed in the South Atlentiec at the shme
pmoment that the President of the United States (one word insudible)
of the outright repeal, or at least an amendment, of the Neutrality
Act."®

(D) The President, fearful of essuming the responsibility
of meking a war move, is attempting to shift the responsibility
to the Congress.

(E) The President is sttempting to push the country inte
war egainst the will of the Congress.

ZAET 11
\xia Abtitude T i the United St ]
Increasingly during the past week, Axis propagenda to and
about the United States has lumped this country with Great Brifsin
and the Soviet Union as a belligerent enemy of Germany and Itely.

.




Oocasionally we have heard protestations that Germany has
given the United Stetes no provoeation for war, and there have been
ogcasional wernings to the people of the United States that the
United States government wes hesding towerd war under the leader-
sghip of "The War Party".

But so far es Declarations of Intention may be teken st face
walue, the Axis considers iteelf at war with the United States.

This section of the report will not deal with Axis ettacks on
the morale of the pecple of the United Stetes, nor with Axis
attempts to encourage disloyalty to the government snd the Consti-
tution of the United States. It will be concerned wholly with
the Axis' own declarations concerning the relations betwean itself
and this country.

During the past week, except for ironiecal asides, we have not
heard the Axis refer to the United States as a neutrsl. However,
there have been frequent references to this country ss an enemy
belligerent.

On October 1, Lord Haw Haw, spesking from Berlin, said "The
British, Fussien and fmericen Allies" are rll deceiving each
other.

On October 2, Berlin said thet it is not the Soviet that is
fighting for Britein, but the other way around: "England end
the United States joined the Soviets s comrades in arms, now...
PEngland as well as the United Stetes has become the accomplice of
the murdering culture-destroying Bolsheviks."

On October 7, Rome spoke of the "English end Ameriecan Bellicists"
and called the President's statement on religion in the U.S5.5.R.
"A new and sudacious menifest=tion of his boundless bellisism."

On October 10, Rome quoted the President me saying in his

=G=




message to Congress on the Neutrality Act: "During these years

of war we Americans have never been meutral.” Rome continues,
"Whoever imagined they had? The Axie on the other hand has
consistently respected the United States ss a neutral country. TYet
Mr. Roosevelt claims that it is the Axis and not America who are
the aggressors."

The Axis provoked - )

The above quotations sre intended to illuetrate, rather than
to establish, thet the Axis considers the United States a . 2
belligerent enemy. It will be recalled that the existence of &
state of military war between the Axis and other countries always
has been accompanied by & propegands cempaicn declaring that the
country under attack had provoked the Axis into teking militery
action.

Such accusations of "provocation" have heen growing in
frequency during the past week, Here ere typical examples:

On October 2, Berlin proclaimed to South America that the
German nation refuses to be provoked into war with the United
States by Presideni evelt's actions and at the same time
declines tp‘giva the President sny pretext whatsoever for ﬂﬂﬂiﬂr-
ing war himself,

On October 6, Paul Revere, speaking from Berlin, charged
that "Roosevelt snd his coterie of international plotters...has
auccésdaﬂ in plecing America in the ranks of Republican Finland's
ageressors,”

Home, on the same dey, called armed ships under Panamsnian
registry & "trick to which Foosevelt has had recourse in order
to create incidents.” In the same broadcast Rome demands, "How




can the United States talk of pesee if it is (so inelined) to
enter the war?"

Later on October 6, commenting on the American mission to
Dakar, Rome said, "It is easy for us to understand that some time
from now American contingents, under the protection of that perfeot
patriot, Genmeral De Geulle, will land without encountering resist-
ence in thesa Irannh.;:ﬂalnniua which remained loyal to the Vichy
government . -

The people exonerated -

Tntil the day of the Armistice with France, Axis propagande
consistently addressed the French people as friemnds. Only e
"war-mongering government®™ wes held to blame for the state of
war. Such sttempts to differentiate between the people snd the
government did not, therefore, indicate the mctual state of
belligerency between the Axis and other natioms. 4

Lest week's broadeasts to and about the United States were
similar to those sddressed to France prior to July 10, 1940.

One example: ]

On October 4, 1941, Rome broadcast in French, quoting the
Washington Times Hersld es calling the tmericen Foree in Iceland
"The first contingent of /mericen soldiers who have alrendy
left for Europe, despite the promises of President Hoosevelt not
to intervene in the Buropesn wer. This, despite the fact that
Greet Britain presently is not in as great a denper es in 1940
and despite that B0 percent of the population of the United States
is mgainst intervention, the povernment is getting closer to
this war every day beceuse of the activities of the intervention-

ists.”
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This report concerns Axis broadcasts for the week
ending Friday, October 17th, 1941, and is based on:

1. Monitoring reports of the Federal Communicationsa
Commiasion.
2. Available information from the British Broadeast-

ing Corporation Monitoring Bervice.
3. Reports of the Columbis Broadcasting System's short-

wave llstening statlon and National Broadcasting Company's

listening post. .
4. Independent listening by the staff of the short-wave

intelligence unit of my office.

EART 1
AXIE PROFAGANDA.

In broadeasts to North America, with the single exception
of those in French aimed at French Canadians, the "Holy Crusade"
had begun to taper off at the beginning of the week. It came
back briefly on the North American beam when reinforced by the
poll of clergy publicized by the Hearst newspapers.

In broadcasts to Latin America "Godless Fussia®™ has
remained the prineipal driving force behind all Axis propaganda,
and it becomes clear that the Axis is aiming its attack to
envelop the United States. In fact, the United States has been

more virulently reviled as an ally of "Oodless Russia®™ than
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has "Godless Russia" itself.

Only twice in recent weeks has the intensity of the
Axis offensive on this front wavered., The first time
was when the President spoke out about the guarantees of
the religious liberty in the Soviet Constitution. The
second time was the occasion of the news that hnl-ill
Harriman had conducted conversations on the subject in
l_ulnuw.

In both instances the Axis showed unmistakable signs
that 1t was feeling the affects of thase counter-offan-
sives, When Axis broadcasters are completely at a loss for
an drgument they invariably fall back on anti-semitism.
The news in both of the above instances threw them into
violent paroxysms of anti-semitism. .

The lack of further effectiye answer from the United
States permitted them to regain thelr composure llprltlr,
howaver, and the campalgn of "United States 1= an ally of
Godless Russia®™ got back in stride.

One example of how the Axis approaches Latipn America
with what sounds like a positive program 1s the following

from an Italian broadcast to Bouth America on the night of



October l2th:
"The erusade which Rome and Berlin are
leading with their spiritual and military forces
against the polsoners of the world has extra-

ordinary repercussions in Burope,and not only in
Burope . « = « =

"Italy asks of the Latin American brothers
their fully active moral solidarity in the
formidable campaign which will permit the modern
world to breathe freely . . . .

Altaly ecalls to the natural antl-communism
of Argentina, productive, intelligent and orderly;
to the Catholie Brazil of Vargas, who in 1935 was
the energetic asserter of anti-bolshevism; to Chile,
a country of imnate aristocracy, and which knew the
basis of the social danger.

"Italy appeals to all of Latin America . . .
8o that she may increasingly feel and teach others
that wherever there is a Christian traditiom to

preserve, there a militant anti-bolshevism must be

organized.”



Day after day the Axis argues that aid to Russia
means that the United Stetes is about to be lﬂlllhﬂ'llid-
A typleal example ;l this Berlin broadecast to Latin-
America on the night of October l4th:

"A few years ago Btalin declared at a plrtf
congress that the Bolshevist party in the U. 8. A.
has a task of decisive significance. According to
Btalin's words, the moment was no longer far off
when the communists would succeed in putting a
revolutionary erisis in America into motion. The
recognition of Moscow by the U. 8. A. has had 1its
effect upon Communist agitation. The Communists
have now adopted Anti-Fascism as the tactiec with
which to accelerate the Communistie revolution in
America.

"The intimste and personal friendship between
Roosevelt and Stalin has considerably inecreased the
danger of Red revolt in the ﬁ. B. A."

Both of the examples above are typical. Axis broad-
casts show clearly that the Axls kmows it has seized the

offensive in this phase of the propaganda warfare.



Obviously, the strategy L1s this:

The United S8tates ls committed to a policy of aild
to the Russians. Babotemes and submarines have been
assigned the job of stopping as much of the military
ald as possible.

But far beyond the planes and tanks which eventually
are to go to the Russians i1s the aid to be derived from
the force of our national prestige.

The Axls fears that the world may hear that the
United States 1s all-out for all persons, including
Russians, who resist Fasclst aggression. Buch news would
be disastrous if it reached the Oerman people, and would
strengthen the enemies of the Axis if they should hear it.

Thus, the Axis seeks to give comfort to its dupes and
ites prisoners by frighteming us into withholding our moral
support. If it can frighten us into silence by encourag-
ing Anti-Yankee sentiment in Latin America, it will have
gained immeasurably.

Thus, it appears that while the Axis strategy has

the direct objective of stirring up Anti-United States

sentiment in Latin America, there may be an indirect
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result to be hoped for by the Axis in following this
line of attack which would be even more desirable from
' the viewpoint of Fascism.

The indirect result sought for might well be the
encouragement of elements in the United States whu_ argue
that all-out ald to the Russians might hurt our relations
with the Americas.

Thus the "Holy Crusade™ might be expected to in-
fluence people in the United States who are in favor of
alding the Russians, but fearful of the consequences.
Obviously, any division among Americans or any with-
holding of moral support from the Russians would be most

desirable from the Axis viewpoint.

Capitalizing on 1ts military victorles to obtain
further vietories against the morale of the Anti-Axis
world, the Germans have been hammering all week at the

theme that the position of the Soviet Union, as a military

power, 1s hopelesas.



British and American promises are described not
only as empty but pointless, since Russia's military
defeat had been secured. The one thing that Germany
conceded might be useful was a British invasion of
the Continent.

Britain was taunted about failure to invade Europe,
and to climax this campalgn and get it om the world's
front pages, apparently the Germans invented the
Btockholm Aftonbladet story that a B. E. F. had landed
in Archangel. This story they then proceeded system-
atieally to reduce to absurdity. Britain, said Germany,
hasn't the ships to conduct an invasion.

hpuﬁin; its invasion propaganda, Germany then
brought 'mricn into the picture. On October 14th, 1941,
Berlin broadcast te the United States:

"Mr. Roosevelt and his advisers are determined
to send a huge expeditionary force to Burope. It
is the opinion of all military experts that Britain

will be unable to escape defeat unless an American



army lands in Burope. American experts familiar
with German military strength have said long ago
that an American conquest of Burope is pre-
posterous. What would be the prospect of an
American expeditionary force attempting to land
on the shores of a far away Continent?®
An earlier broadcast had argued the impossibil-
ity of an invasion by stating that American ships were
barely sufficient to supply Britain with her defense needs,
let alone operate in an offensive fashion. The final
development in the ¢ircle of invasion propaganda came on
Detober l6th. Hans Fritsche broadcast:
"A conversation on the eventual necessity
of the U. B. A. making a blood saerifice has been
started on this side of the Atlantic. It was an
odd conversation. These allusions have not been
understood in the United Btates. The Daily Sketch
wrote that the war could not be won by England

without the U. B. A. -H.ﬂ‘ a2 blood “ﬂﬂflﬂl-



cast

This clamoring for nmew cannon fodder found no echo
in the American papers. A Chicago paper answered
the Daily Bketch in noting that England is always
willing to let the other people's blood rum, but
has until now lost only very little of her cwn."

Extending the Axis-invented story, Home broad-
to SBouth America:

"It is criminal that 8talin should continue
a resistance which no longer has any military hope.
It 1s eriminal that Churchill should prolong a war
which England has already inexorably lost. It i=s
eriminal that Roosevelt should stubbornly urge the
American people to undertake a tragle venture . . .7

Into this picture Berlin this week injected the

subject of peace. First reports quoted "American reports®

that

Germany had asked for an armistice from Ruesia. The

next day it was Russlan reports. On the third day it

was British reports. WNever, said Germany, will we offer

peace to the Churchill or Stalin Governments -- leaving for
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peace-at-any-pricers the alternative of peace without the
Churchill or Stalin Governments. That was from October

11th through October 1l4th.

On October 15th it suddenly developed that the
United States was the real rogue. BSaid Berlin:
"If it were not for unrevealed commitments
made by the White House, England would have given
heed to overtures of peace offared by Germany many
months age. . . . The fear of peace 1s the
spectre which frightens the advocates of war in the
U. 8. A« . . . A peace in Furope in the near future
would result in the collapse of the house uf. cards
bullt by the Washington Administration.”
Rome, on the same day, narrowed it down from the
White House to the President. Hull, said Rome, attacked
the President because "but for him the country might enjoy
now a little peace and tranquillity.®
On October 15th Edward Montgomery, frequently

the BBC spokesman for the British Foreign 0ffice, pointed



out that the Germans started the peace talk themselves
by denying that they had suggested peace. They there-
by put the word "peace" on the front pages and started
peace talk in foreign capitals, while making it appear
that peace talk had started anywhere in the world but
in Germany.

Throughout this period Berlin increased its
pPropaganda about the New Order, quoting Balkan statesmen,
Reichsminister Funk, Dr. Goebbels and others, in what
seemed an obvious attempt to suggest that peace under

the New Order would be most desirable.
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' WASHINGTON, D, C-

October 24, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

There is transmitted herewith the
weekly summery of Axis radio brosdcasts
for the week ending Friday, October 24th,
together with a brief summery of short-wave
activity by this o,t‘fiﬁu.- |

Respectfully,

73¢e

Williem J.

The President,

The White House.



This report concerns Axis broadoasts

for the week ending Friday, October 24, 1941,
and is based on:

1. Monitoring reports of the Federal
Communications Commission.

2., Available infnmtion from the
British Broedocasting Corporation Monitoring
Service.

3. Reports of the Columbia Broadeasting
System's short-wave listening station and
National Broadcasting Company's listening

post.

*

4. TIndependent listening by the staff
of the short-wave intelligemce unit of my
office.

BART 1
Ihe Italian Home Front

For a long time, it has been obvious

that the Italian Home Front is vulnersable,.



This week, the Axis propagandists were foroed
on the defensive, at least temporarily, on
that Front.

The speech on Monday of Dr. Walther Funk
at the University of Rome, promising the
Italians that if they would stieck with Germany
they would eventually be rich, was the only sign
of offensive spirit.

And while this speech was warmed over for
short-wave broadecasts from both Berlin and Rome
for several days, the Germen pediup-wave redio,
directed to listemers in the Reich, did not
once mention it. All thet German home listeners
were permitted to hear about Dr. Punk's activities
wes that he received a degree from the University
of Rome and that he was in Itely making arrange-
ments "to insure vietory".

For the first few days of this week, both
Rome and Italy, brosdeasting on short-wave,

used Dr. Punk's speech to off-set the speech in
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Detroit by Breokinridge Long. But by Thuraday
night, they had completely surrendered the
initiative on this Pront, end were merely
denounoing Mr. Long and denying loudly what he

said about internal conditions in Ttely.

Examples of Axis Moves On This Fronk:

On October 20, the day after Mr. Long's
speech, radio Roma referred to Mr., Long's
"maneuver,” and said: "The aim of it is very
clear. It is an attempt to arouse the etroecious
suspicion that Germany, in order to realize her
aim, would be ready to betray and stab her own
ally. Throughout our history cannot be found en
episode which could legitimatize even the thought
that the Germans are capeble of such infamy."

On the same day, in English-langusge short- °
wave brosdeasts, tense relations between Garmnnyt
and Itely were denied by Rome broadeasters in
general terms. But in Italian language broadeasts,

the denials were more specific and the justifica-

tion of the Germen-Itelian alliance more detailed.
-3-
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Broadeastiag to Latin-Aserica, Rome and
Berlin played up "Yankee Arrogance." Both sug-
gested that Italians everywhere should be
indignant at Mr. Long's speech and et other
"Ameriocan lies and infamy" directed against the
Homeland. b

An "official spokesman" in Berlin fed
foreign correspondents with another kind of
answer: "It would be ridieulous to assume that
Germany is calling on Italy for 1,000,000
additional troops, now that the Russians have
been crushed.” |

On October 21 end 22, Mario Appelius,
broadeasting from Rome to Italians at home -
reported that Berlin, too, was indignant at
Mr. Long's statement. He said thet the Italian
people, "formerly condemned to poverty," have
been called upon by Germany "as partners, to
regulate and manage Mediterranesn economy and

become the natural traffic bridge with countries

of Africs end the East,"
alla



Dr. Funk's promises and Mr. Long's speech
frequently were coupled in the early commentaries.

Berlin then began to praise Italian valor
on the Eastern Fromt.

By Thursday, the FCC r;portad that German
broadecasts to Latin America no longer spoke of
"A German Europe", but rather of a Burope "led by
Germany and Italy™.

Virginio Geyda, whose editorials are always
quoted by Rome broadcasters, suggested thet an
official apology from the United States might be
in order because of Mr. Long's speech. That
was on Wednesday, and by that time Dr. Funk's
promises apparently were no longer "musts™ on the
Rome programs. But Mr. Long still was deemed
worthy of consideration in both Italian press and

radio comments up to and ineluding today.



EART 11
Zhe New Japanese Cebinet as Anti-U.8.Propaganda:

Fron the day that the new Japanese Cabinet
assuned power, the Axis seized the development
88 & weapon against the U.S.A. Increasingly
unequivocal in tone, Axis broademsts, with the
exception of Japenese broadcasts to North
hmerica and China, stressed these pointa:

1. The breakdown of U.S.-Japanese talks
precipitated the fall of the Konoye Cabinet.

2., The advent of the new Cabinet means
sirengthening of the tri-partite pact and unity
within Japen; Japanese militarism will inorease.

3. Britain is using the development to
drag the U.S.A. into war,

4. The Pacific was President Rooseveli's
trump card, but now Jepan holds it.

The anti-U.S. themes are best illustrated

by broadoasts from the Nazi-controlled Amsterdam
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wireless and from Rome radio on October 18,
Both cited the Axis-subsidized and Axis-owned :
press to the effect that the Konoye Cabinet m
- forced tn. resign because of the breakdown of
talks with the U.S.A. La Stampa was quoted
as saying that the President's attitude toward
the negotiations deeply wounded Japanese national
honor and dignity. La Stampas further said that
the Pacific was the President's trump card:
"How anﬁ holds it."

Inside Burope the emphasis was somewhat
different. On October 18, Budapest broadcast
for Hungary quoted "semi-official German cireles"
as saying the new Cabinet would collaborate with
the Axis even more closely and that Berlin
believed Konoye's downfall was caused by
Japenese militarists who were impatient with
the fruitless discussions with America and

impatient, too, with their own government for
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making ready for entry into the war too slowly.
Thus, the Cnb!na:t change was represented a8 an
offensive, rather than a defensive, move.

On the same day, Rome reminded South
fmericens that Japan was bound to the Axis
powers by the three-power pact, ome of the
olauses of which would operate in the event
that the U.5.A. attacked the Axis powers. The
indestructibility of the Axis is a traditional
Axis theme to Latin-America.

Addressed "The Folks Back Home In Iowa,"
Fred Ealtenbach, from Berlin, said in Mid-
Western English:

‘"I’.t is England's policy to egg on America
to take an ill-considered step toward Japan, in
the hope that this would at last bring America
in the war ageinst the Axis powers. Are you
going to fell for this line? Are you going to
let England make a sap out of you again?"

Editorials in The Chicago Tribune, using the same

&=
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arguments, were frequently quoted to North
America.

In broadcasts to areas other than North
America and China, Japanese transmissions
interpreted the Cabinet crisis as a sign of
Japanese belligerenoy. But to China and to
North America, Japan showed & different, a
peaceful face.

On October 20, Manchuluo in English told
the U.5.A., quoting en wnnamed Washington
commentator, that thers was no reason why Japen
end the U.5.A. should be enemies. At no time
through the week did Japan short-wave trensmissions
to North America mention the tri-partite pact.
However, radio Tokyo on one occasion desoribed
"terrified British end Americen reactions" to
the Cabinet change and contrasted that with
Italian end German comments.

Tokyo reported that anti-Japenese news



"has been benned from American papers for the
duration of the Tokyo-Washington conversations",
quoting The Washington Star as authority. Om
Oetober Bl, radio Tokyo appeanled to the American
people direct, saying: "The United States
should appreciate Japan's strategic position
in relation to Soviet aid and to Pacific peace.
The importence of a friendly Japan must be clear
if the United States nﬂann.tu continue aiding
Russia,"

For China, in Chinese on October 20, the
Tokyo radio spoke of the "spiritusl alliance™
of Germany, Japan snd Italy and declared that
Jepan's intentions were pemceful, that predictions
of new warlike steps were misconceptions, and
that peace or war did not wholly depend on the

decisions of ome man, but also on the attitude

of the opponent.

=10-



BART 111
The "New Order”

In the face of all the news indicating
an extreme state of disorder throughout
Burope, the Axis propagendiste insist that
"The New Order” already has been established.
Coupled with this has been the insistent
propaganda theme that the Soviet Union already
is beaten. The Axis campaign appeared to be
at flood tide by the middle of this week.

Evidences of these propagsnda lines are
8o well represented in newspaper despatches
that no illustration of how they are presented

on short-wave seems indicated here.



dnniversary of Montoire

The German, Vichy and Rome radio began
preparing for the Anniversary of Montoire on
Oetober 19,

The German radio in Paris - which this
week began to call itself "Paris Mondial®
egain, for the first time since June of last
year - suggested that French school teachers
should be "held responsible” for any demonstra-
tions by their students on the Anniversary,

On October 20, the Paris radio reminded
listeners of the Anniversary and said it wes
'unfortm_.‘;a‘ that French war prisoners should
feel 'l;haﬁlt&lvus responsible for France's defeat,
when ?utuallr they "were surrendersd”,

* Today, which is the Anniversary, brought
extended press comment from Germen-controlled
and pro-Vichy newspepers. All warned against
demonstrations, which they aseribed in advance

to "foreign agents.”
-12-



2 J

A1]1 commentaries broadeast carried
either threats or cajoleries egainst
demonatrations. Several of them reminded

the populace of "the war priscners"”,

=13-



BART ¥
Incidental Notes

Axis broadcasters do not seem to like
Colonel Donoven, Jimmy Roosevelt, Archibald
MacLeish, or Robert E. Sherwood.

Identifying these four as "The President's
new espionage bureau,"™ Bzra Pound, on one of
his regular reports from Rome, dismissed
"Colonel Donovan as a fool,"™ but said that
"nobody thinks him a coward."

He promised to report later on Captain
Roosevelt and MacLeish.

0f Sherwood, he said:

"Why a man called Rnber‘.: Emmet Sherwood,
end presumably the son of an Irish mother,
should be set out on the hill, forgetting the
wrongs of Ireland, beats me...

"As for Robert Emmet Sherwood, unless his
father changed his name from Sherman - not

William, but the Jew ome -- he ought to have



W
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told little Bobby not to admire Winston for

want ing Paris razed to the ground for the
sake of three days or less delay in the final

result of the German invasion..."
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ITALY

Following directives from the State
and War Departments, this nrfina.prnpurtd
and trensmitted to short-wave broasdoasters
.a series of news ntn£ian aimed at inereasing
tension between Itéaly and Germany. Our
experience indicated that neither Germany
nor Italy could teke much hammering on this
point.

News originating in offieial U. S.
sourees, such as the State Department, Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the Department .uf
Agriculture, was utilized. Internal conditions
in Italy resulting from the German occupation
was the theme. Extensive quotes were used
from outside sources which had previously been
checked for reliability with the State and Wer
Departments. In such casee, the attention of
radio editors was directed to this material

end we aseured them thet the fects quoted were
-16-



J 9
eorrect.

To supplement and reinforce this campaign,
especially good information made awailable to
us by the State and other Departments, was
judiciously placed in the proper qu;rtaru.
Fditorial comments of American newspapers and
columnists, therefore, were of great use and
were provided our short-wave editors.

In consultation with the State Department,
the Coordinator of Information's office was
able to suggest & speech by Breckinridge Long
eontaining a number of facts about the Italo-
German collaboration which we thought the
Italiens should lmow. Outstanding among these
facts was the reported mobilizetion of ome
million Italians for service outside of Italy
under German control.

The Coordinator of Inter-Americen Affairs

assisted this office in the distribution of

2]



Mr. Long's speech on last Sunday. The facts
revealed by Mr. Long reached home and produced
a viclent reaction in the Italian and German
press and redio. For the past week they have
been on the defensive in denying Long's address.
The Coordinator of Informetion abetted this
campaign by preparing oumerous news items

based on the Long speech end these were supplied
to redio ststions broedeasting in Italien to

Burope.

COUNTER-AXIS

We have obteined end sent to short-wave
editors specific information about disorders
from trustworthy sources, discerding mounteins
of questionable evidence.

Our deily roundup of Axis propegande, now
going by request to sll short-wave stations in

the United States, has been pointing up the



prineipal word symbols of the Axis ua-;ui;n.
One day the claim thet Soviet losses are
"heavy end bloody" will run through German
communigues, news broadcests end officiel
comment. Another day the chief catchwords will
be "ring of steel". We pointed these ocut to
the short-weve editors and left it to their
judgment whether the symbolic words should be
eliminated from Americem broadeasts.

In en effort to avoid encouraging the
use of Axis symbols, the words ™new order"
are not used in any secripts sent out from hers.

Aveileble departmentel reports bearing om
the economie and politicel chaos in Furope have
been rich sources of news.

_Tha Stete Department furnished us specifie
reports of specific places in CGermany which have
been demeged by British bombings. These made &

whole series of broadeasts. While these details

eould not be ettributed to the actusl sources,



editors were told thet the Coordinator of
Information wouched for their aceuraecy.

Early Fridey morning, October 24, 1941,
fn;lar Ambassador to France, Walter Edge,
issued a statement on the celebration of the
Anniversary of Montoire, containing an appeal
to Frenchmen. The statement also contained
some headline-meking news on conditions in
France. It reeched New York in timé for the
French lanéuage broadcasts of ell short-wave
stations. The full text of the Edge statement
was in the offices of the broadcasters eerly
todey, October 24.. Mr. I?ge issued his state-
ment to aftarﬁabn‘nawapapars in Atlsntic City.

BART III
IHE FAR EAST

We have refrained from repesting official
stetements concerning the Oriental erisis pending

further instructions from the State Department.



But in line with these instructions we have
collected and forwerded to KGEI, San Francisco,
such extra-officiel comment &s the recent state-
ment by Senator Pepper and eveilable polls of
American public opinion reflecting the ettitude
of the Alngiuan man in the street to Japanese
aggressiveness.,

In the absence of eny other directive,
this office has been keeping the pressure on
Jepen by reiteration, in news stories, of the
Fresident's pledge that China will have the
materiels it needs.

The obvious disunity reflected in
Jepanese propeganda has encoursged us to play
up pro-democratic news wherever we find it.

Through our errengements with EGEI, in Sen
Frencisco, program meterial originating in this
office is re-brosdeast by & medium-wave station
in Singapore. Therefore, Americen editorials,

reports of Puhliu opinion polls, speeches and
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magazine articles reflecting a strong anti-
aggression sentiment in the United States have
been going in a steedy flow from here to KGEI,
An example: This week we obtained proof
sheets of en article in "Asia", the magazine
of the Orient, by Anton Pettenkofer., The title
was "Hitler Means to Destroy Japan". We put
this article into radio language and sent it to
KGEI - one script for a news program and another

for a 15-minute feature brosdecast.
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COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Oetober 31, 1941

My dear Mr, President:
There iz trensmitted herewith the
weekly summery of Axis redio broadecasts for

the week ending Fridey, October 24th.

Respectfully,

I’man

The President

The White Housge

I _

C,_r’,./_/%



This report concerns Axis broadcasts

for the week ending Friday, October 31,
1941, and is based on:

1. Wonitoring reports of the Federal
Communications Commission.

2. Available information from the
British Broadeasting Corporation Monitoring
Service.

3. BHeports of the Columbla Broadcasting
System's short-wave listening station and
National Broadcasting Company's listening
post.

Fi Indapepdenf listening by the staff

of the short-wave intelligence unit of my

office.

g Wi o Front
Evidence that the Nazl propaganda defenses
are, temporarily at least, in a state of disin-

tegration came last night when two Berlin




propagandists anawered the Pr!lidiﬂt'F Navy
Day speech with long talks dedicated to the
argument that the President is lﬁ:lnl.

The day after the President's speech,
the Berlin short-wave began to answar with
invective. Within the next two days, the
President received more ccm;nntrlt-d abuse
than has hc;m heard in twenty-six months of
uninterrupted listening to the Berlin radio.
The previous record was held by Winston
Churchill in the days after Dunkerque..

At that time, Churchill was called a
liar, a cheat, a gambler and a megalomaniac.
Never did the Nazi propagandists attempt
seriously to establish that he was medi-
cally insane.

On Thursday, October 30, two employees
of the Nazi propaganda ministry produced what
they represented as medical proof of the

President's lunacy in their answers to the



Navy Day speech, Ome was Jane Anderson, who
toured the United States in behalf of Franco
Bpain, and the other was Dr. Otto Kolschwits,

Dr. Koischwitz, a veteran Nazi broad-
caster, who ﬁnn- taught at Hunter College in
New York, answered the President's statements
about the Nazi plans for ahbolishing the reli-
glons of the world by saying:

"How is it poasible that the head of a
great nation has such si1lly nonsense in a
speech which 18 supposed to be taken seri-
ously? There 1s but one explanation. Some-
thing is wrong in the mind of the sptnknr;
To put 1t plainly, a screw is loose.

"I am saying this without wishing to
offend or ridicule. It is & cold and en-
tirely unemotional observation. We lmow

from history that great men often atand on

the threshold of the insane asylum. . ."

"



Koischwitz then went on to discuss
what he called the "Science of Graphology",
and he said: "The sTlly passages in his
(the President's) last speech only con-
firm an earlier diagnosis based on his
erratic handwriting."

The British Broadcasting Corporation's
monitoring service reports to us that there
has been no all-out attack on the sanity
line in home broadcasts but that a Nor-
weglan broadcast from Berlin compared the
President's state of mind to that of "the
tragie King Ludwig, the 2nd, of Bavaria,
six weeks before he was taken to a lunatie
asylum.n

The fact that Nazl propaganda has
gone to such extremes 1s by all odds the
outstanding fourth front news of the war.

It 1s also noteworthy that the Berlin

short-wave statlons have felt it worthwhile
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to glve more attention to the President's
speech during tHis week than to any other
single item of news.

It is the first time since the sinking
of the lﬂ!‘lﬂl that the German radio has
been consistently on the defensive for such
& sustained period.

Colonel Donovan also came in for a
share of abuse in the Nazl answers to the
Navy Cay speech. On Tuesday night, German
news broadecasts mccused Colonel Donovan of
having & hand in the President's diselosures
about Nazi plans for Latin America. "The
office of the political swindler, Denovan,
in this case has once more been doing far
too clumsy a job", said the Berlin news item.
Hotes on Part I

We have been helping short-wave stations

in the United States keep up the pressure on

the President's Navy Day speech.
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Our monitoring of domestie broadoasts
has shown that our own short-wave stations
have made good use of the follow-up material
we have sent them. This material, in the
form of editorial comment at home and abroad,
1s still moving.

For example, we are sending out today
an editorial of "The New World™, the publica-
tion of the Catholie Archdisccese in Chiecago,

approving the President's speech.



PART I1
Qther Axis Propaganda Offensives

The other lines of Axis attack ovi-
denced by short-wave listening this week
were largely carry-overs from last weak.
In the main they were:

1. The Boviet Union is finished;
therefore 1t is useless for the United
States to send further help. The other
side of that medal is that the Boviet
Union is finished because the United
States 1s unable to send help. Omn the
first side, the argument is that "Just as

the French campaipgn was decided at Sudan

but did not end for several days thereafter,

80 is the Soviet campalgn finished with
the destruction of the Soviet fighting
forces." On the other side, the diffi-

culties of transport are emphasized, one



Axis commentator pointing out that "the
route to Persia is easily accessible to
Japan®", The Axis continues to emphasize
industrial disputes in the United States,
and to selze upon the most adverse criti-
elsm of the Amerlcan defense affort.

2. "The New Order now extends through-
out Europe and means world-wide prosperityn
Accompanying Axiz claims of the completion
of the campaign in the Ukraine were broadcast,
especially in Spanish and Portuguese, hailing
"The New Order™ as an accomplished fact
throughout the continent. Axis broadcasts
to Latin America inferentially ineluded Bpain
and Portugal in the orbit of "The New Orderv.
The attentlon of Bouth Americsn farmers was
ealled to the "restoration of their farms®
to the Russian peasants. German exploitation
of the mineral resources of the Caucasus also
was represented in Axis broadcasts as a promise
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of prosperity for farmers in Latin Ameriea.
These farmers, the Axis explained, had been
deprived of this source of mechanical pro-
duction by the Russians who kept all the
wealth to themselves, The Berlin and Rome
ends of the Axis represented the draining
of the Pontine marshes as another example
of how well farmers fare under Fascism.
Berlin claims that farm 'ln::'kl‘!! t.u.k;n into
the cccupled areas of the Soviet Union get
double pay, fixed prices and "complete reli-
glous liberty",.

Notes on Part II *

1. This office has obteined and sent
to the United Btates short-wave stations fre-
quent and accurate news about the American
defense effort. Monitoring of domestic
short-wave stations shows that all trans-

migsions emphasized the fact that American



planes already are fighting on the eastern
front. Our own stations also pointed out
that Nazl broadeasts were avolding mention
of the Battle of Moscow, whose resistance
seened to be contradicting their assertions
thet the Soviet l;ll;‘mip:. was over. We first
sent out this information on the Cermen short-
wave tactles in comnection with our daily
propaganda analysis furnished to all short-
wave editors,

2. The OGermen propaganda about the
prosperity to result from "The New Order®

was almed chiefly at farmers in Latin America,




SUMMARY

COI'S FEPORT OF ACTION_ TAKEN



This week was one of major defeat
for Fasclst propagandists, who were pushed
to the last resort of invective.

More attention was given by the Axis
ridio to the President's speech than to any
other single item of news this week. This
attention condisted mainly of & record
amount of invective that surpassed even
the vilest that hes ever been hurled at
Churchill. High point of this invective
was long argument by at least two commenta-—
tors that the President is insane.

We have followed up this propaganda
vietory by helping the short wave stations
in every way to continue highlighting the
President's speech. Follow-up materizl
has consisted of editorial coument, both
from home and sbroad. Our monitoring shows

the stations have made good use of the
materiel we have =ent them.
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The other lines of Axis short wave
attecks this week were largely carry-overs
(1) The Boviet 1s finished; therefore it is
useless for the United States to send help;
(2) The "New Order" nmow extends throughout
Europe and means world-wide prosperity.

We have combatted the first of these
Axls lines by providing the short wave stations
with frequent and accurate news sbout the
American defense effort. Yonitoring of
domestic short wave stations showed that
2ll trensmissions emphasized that American
planes already were fighting on the Eastern
Front. Our stations also pointed out the
Nezis were avelding mention of the Battle
of Moscow, whose resistance sremed to be
contradicting Nazi essertions that the Soviet
campaign was over. Information on German
short wave tactics was provided all short
wave editors in our daily propagenda nnglyaia.
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This report concerns Axis broadeasts

for the week ending Friday, November 7, 1941,
and is based on:

1. Monitoring reports of the Federsl
Communications Commission.

2. Aveilable information from the British
Broedeasting Corporstion Monitoring Service.

3. Reports of the Columbia Broadeasting
System's short-wave listening station and National
Broadcasting Compeny's listening post.

4. Independent listening by the steff of
the short-wave intelligence-unit of my office.

BART 1

Ihe Map

Today is the twelfth dey since Roosevelt's
speech, in which he spoke of & mysteriocus mep of

South America. The twelfth day and it still has not
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been published. Where is it?"

Thus, dey after day, the Italian and
the German Government short-wave stations begin
their "news"™ progrems to Latin-Ameriea.

The Axis broadeasters never mention what
the map showed. It is a "Forgery”, am "insult",

a "reprehensible aect of ﬂ.lﬂl]ltibl'.:.' But on the
Latin-dmericen beem, it remeins a ';wattrinul'
BAD.

Gredually, Latin-Anerican listners may be
expected to remember the invective end forget the

facts.

liotea op Part I
The Axis technijque is paetterned om the

relteration formule of "where is the Ark Royel?"

and "only 14 days to save the American way of life."
The appearsnce of the Ark Royel, in

battle trim, stopped one cempaign end &n election

stopped enother.
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The map cempaign cannot be so meatly
nailed, but it is wulnerable.

I suggest that we let it build up for a
few more days, unchallenged.

By the first of next week, it will be
time to strike. We won't, of course, contest on the
Axie' terms., We will ignore, in the main, the re-
iterated question.

But we will capitalize on the fact that
the Axie has kept the issue alive,

With the essurance that short-wave listen-
ers have not forgotten that the President deseribed
a map, we simply restute the facts of the case,
giving more specific details about the map, in a
newsworthy manner,

The facts will stick.



EART 11
Einlend--An 4xis Weapon

The Germans have been supplying Fimland
with tenks and planes, but it has not been a one-
sided deal, Finland has been supplying the Axis
with equally important weapons of warfare--anti-
Mmerican news. No other source, this week, has
furnished the Axie with such a weslth of hurtful
propagands against us,

The Axis propaganda chiefs take the posi-
ticn that Finlend is & free agent, fully cepable
of deciding on its omn iniative whethar to make
WaT' OT peace.

To maintain that debateble position, Axis
propegandists began this week to emphaeize "Fimnish
successes™, usually at unspecified places on the
northern front. German and Itelian short-wave

broadcasts never indicated that the Germens shared
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any responsibility for these "successes". Both
Buropean ends of the Axis put the Finnish "sue-
cesses™ second only to those in the Donetz Basin
in many of ﬁai.r broadcests to home listeners.
L monitors reported that Budapest, brosdcast-
ing in Hungarian, "quoted a survey of the Fimnish
war, in the course of which, as though apologi-
zing for past negleot, it was said that the mili-
tary situation on the Finnish front often made it
impossible to publish the nemes and places where
fighting takes place®. London monitors heard the
medium-wave station et Donau fall into line by
declaring that "the United States demands to Fin-
land constitute an involuntary admission of the
fightipg power of the Finnish armies.”

On the other flank, Axis propagandists

-



then denounced "Roosevelt's blackmailing note,
worded in gangster language®. It was the President,
rather than Secretery Hull, who wese held respon-
sible for the "shemelessness” of the United States'
position, Thig line, set by & "Wilhelmstrasse
spokesman®™, was supported with a great mass of
Collateral detail. Germeny quoted the Finnish press
as rejecting the Secretary's proposal "with indig-
pant determination.™ German short-wave broadcasters
discleimed any ability to "prediet the actions of
the Finnish Govermment®™, but edded thet the Fimnish
press had "accurately represented"™ the attitude

of the nation as a whole. Nazi propegandists

leuded Herbert Hoover's statement of Tuesday night,
end quoted Earl Godwin, of NBC, as eriticizing the
United Stutes mesociatioms with "Eloody Joe"
against Finland. Where such news pegs were lacking
on which to hang enti-Ameriecan wvillifications,

they were tossed out at random.
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This morning, the Berlin short-wave in-
dignantly denied that there was any thought of
peace among Finns, and further denied the "stories
printed m‘tha American press" indicating that ﬁn—
land might be considering peace. The faet that
the peace story originated--for whatever purpose--

with the Finnish radio was ignored completely.

Notes on Part II

This week, two American short-wave stations
began daily broedeasts in the Finnish language to
Finland. It is the first time that Finns have
been able to hear the voice of America in their owm
language.

The seripte for these broadcasts were
instigated by this office. The broadcasts have
not deviated from the factual news of the day.

Where there was legitimate news ;nd comment



refleoting what seemed to be the American viewpoint
it was included but not exaggerated.

The news has not been favorable, competi-
tively speaking, for our side.

Secretary Hull's statement was news, even
though it dealt with something that had occurred when
the Finnish-Russian sitwation was quite different
from today. Follow-ups on the Secretary's atat:o-
ment have been difficult to find.

Nevertheless, the faet that the United
States can talk direetly to the Finnish people
gives us strength with them. Once we have a clear

policy, we ean guarantee it a hearing.



Shorker Jabs

The Japanese--Tokio radio reached a
crescendo of anti-American propeganda the day be-
fore Kurusu's departure. On a sample broadcast,
half of the news items were about opinions or pur~
ported events inimicable to the United States.
With the departure of Kurusu, the blasts tempered.
Tokio's voice is by no means friemdly this morning.
It is merely less insulting.

Ambassador Litvinoff--The Soviet Ambas-
sador is represented as "Litvinoff-Finklestein",
whose ooming to the United States is further proof
of the "Jewish-Bolshevist-Plutocratic alliance."

Turkey--The propaganda machinery of
Turkey is already at war on the side of Germany.
The Turkish radio and the Turkish press provide
quotable items for the Axis propagandists to use

against democracy. No official Turkish source



contradicts the propeganda ministry,
Hotes on Part III -

The Japanese-~ This week EGEI, in San
Franoisoo, has been able to broadeast considerable
press comment, although little official news indi-
cating that the United States means to oppose
aggression in the Par East. EGEI programs are
rebroadeast on medium-wave in the Par East,

Litvinoff--The Axis attaecks on Litvinoff
might be oonsiderably reduced in effectiveness if
the implications of his appointment could be em-
phasized. We can't ask our broadeasters to make
a];leuhna about collective security nﬁu.r the war.
They wouldn't need to be asked to broadeast news
on that subject if the news were made by speeches
of responsible Americans.

Turkey--Consideration might be given to

the issuance of statements to emphasize Turkey's



rlvﬁiable position under lease-lend. Possibly,
ﬁatgantu might be issued by prominent persons
and government offiecials to let the world know that
we consider the Govermment and the people of Turkey

on our side.






This report concerns Axis broadcasts

for the week ending Friday, November 14,
1941, and is based on:

1. Monitoring reports of the Federal
Communications Commission.

2. Avallable information from the
British Broadcasting Corporation Monitoring
Service.

3. Reports of the Columbia Broadeasting
System's short-wave listening station and
Wational Broadcasting Company's 1istening
post.

4+ Independent listening by the staff

of the short-wave intelligence unit of my

office.
EART 1
Ihe Neutrality Act Heviston

For weeks, the Axis radio has been

trying to prepare its listeners for revision



of the Neutrality Act. To cushion the
inevitable shock, thick defensive padding
was indicated, and, in l..il.ut minute affort
to meet the impact head-on, an offensive
lpur; started up the morning of the vote,
and continued in Axis propaganda ﬁod.lqr.

The defensive cushions have been ex-
plicit for weeks. The President of the
United States personified Axis enemies.

He was diagnosed as medically insane. His
actlons were represented as deeds of an ir-
responsible, Jewlsh-inspired, power-hungry
warmonger. On =hort-wave broadcasts to -the
United States, Mwuﬁ.

pletured as a foollsh tool in the hands of

c . 5 1

cunningly contriving to make the British

Empire "a forty-ninth American state®,

.-"



London menitors report that the "forty-
ninth state® argument was kept off all Berlin
broadcasts aimed at German or continental
listeners, but was used by "Lord Haw Haw® and
others, spsaking to England in English only.

* The prineipal eushions were the persistent
"news" storles designed to show that American
help would be too 1ittle and too late to save
the Soviet Union. These ceme in statements
from Axis "officlal quarters", from Fascist-
controlled newspapers, from American isolationists,
and in the "victory" communiques and military
comments tending to establish that the Russians
were whipped. (See further details on this in
Part II.)

The attempt to get into motion offensively
started at 8:15 a.m. (EST) Thursday, November 13.
At that time a Berlin propaganda spokesman her-
alded a fresh sea drive with new arms against

Britain. He gave six reasons why "fluctuations
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in sinkings are but natural®, and eight reasons
why "British losses will sooner or later decide
the Battle of the Atlantie against Great Britain®,
At ;h- same time, "German sources closze to the
Wilhelmstrasse" gave out a similar story stressing
the same points, and it appeared on the front
peges of some American newspapers next day,
expertly timed to appear alongside stories of
the passage of the Neutrality revision amendment.
A Bidelipht

It seems apparent that the Axls "line" on
the Neutrality Act was prepared in advance of its
passage, and sent to all Axis controlled broad-
casters. This is indicated by the fact that
Paris Kadio, &t 1 p.m. (EDT) Thursday, jumped the

guns by three hours and twenty minutes and announced

t the T +« Paris treated the
news in the same way that other Axis stations
treated i1t aftear the vote was taken. Berlin

waited until next morning to break the news.




On medium-wave, Axis broadeasters took the line
thntl fthis step toward war was wished for by
Hoosevelt, who supported it with every imag-
inable means. In a theatrical letter, Foosevelt
made a last minute attempt to put the members
of the Congress under pressure and to influ-
ence their vote."

On short-wave this morning, about fourteen
seconds of the fifteen-minute news perlods from
Berlin are allowed for the statement that the
Act has been amended. The next full minute is
then devoted to denunciations of the President
and the Becretary of State for the "popr tricksn
they are alleged to have employed to obtain
pessage.

After tonight and for many nights henceforth,
we undoubtedly shall hear frequent references to
the closeness of the vote in the House. The Axis
probably will not hit this very hard at first,

since the dramatic fact of the Administration



vietory would tend to discredit such collateral
argument now. After the headlines have shrunk,
the argument may be expected to have more force.
Hotes on Part T

In a monitoring analysis sent to all short-
wave editors this morning, n.p-uintud out that
the Berlin stories about the new and larger
Wpacke" of U-boats seemed t; be the Cerman
attempt to offset the impact of the Neutraelity
Act revision.

This enabled American short-weve editors
to put the Berlin story in its proper perspective.
They merely reported the news; 1.e., that Berlin
started tlﬁz line on the morning the vote was
to be taken, snd the Berlin "news" was believed
to be an attempt to offset the Nazi defest.

All during the past week, this office has
concentrated on peeling back the Axis defensive
cushions and jabbdng where it hurts.

Broadcasts written here in Czech, Swedish,

Finnish and Italian have juxtaposed the German
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statements about the "inexorable crushing®

of the "beaten enemy" with documented stories
about Boviet counter-attacks. News stories

sent to short-wave editors have emphasized

the useful facts which Nezl short-wave broadcasters

LY
omit. Furthermore, on the basis of our monitoring,

some editors have pointed out these omissions as

n'nnnrthy in thenselves. The State Depertment
and the Departuents of Agriculture and Coumerce
hezve provided useful, fectusl reports on actusl
conditiens in Burope. (For further details see

Part II.) Press comments from newspapers

. throughout the country have been rradominantly

Anti-Axis, and this fact iz reflected in our
frequent editorizl roundups. OFW end OPH news
releases, processed and trensleted for hroademst-
ing, have emphasized the increasing pover and
eonfidence of the United Etates.

We have been unable so far to obtein a
deily United Stutes communique, giving &n in-

foraed and unblased appraisal of the military

o







By the end of last woek, 1t was patent
ihat Axis propagands had lsid the lines for
& declaration of peace by Hitler. Axis broad-

casts for weeke had declared that the war in
the 'East was ended. A United Press dispatch
from Vichy last week spoke of the possibility
of Hitler's calling a tecond "Congress of
Vienna" to fix the destinies of Furope for a
thousand years. Home mentioned that there
was discussion of such a Congress in Berlin.
According to some reports of Hitler's speech,
he denied that CGermzny would lsunch = "peace
offensive®, But he did not deny that the
men in cherge cof the governments of Europe's
prisoner nations might themselves meet and
declare peace. The British wireless reported
that the Congress of Vienna had been delayed

because one of the prisoner countries had re-

fused to participste. (Until we hear that one
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of the prisoner governments has been
"reorgunized”, we may doubt that one of
them held cut sgeinst participating.)

Axie news of fighting stressed !m;ping
up" rather than offensive activity. Hitler's
speech, which obtained a monopoly of radio
news time on the weekend, followed the same
pettern.

Commentaries on Hitler's speech stressed
the "inevitable™ victory of Cermany, and spoke
glowingly of the peace thet will follow. An
example from Berlin in FEnglish at 8:15 p.m.,
November 1O0ths:

.

"The Fuehrer declared that it was not a
question when, but how, the war would end,
and he left no doubt whatever that it would,
under no circumstances, end in & repetition
of 1918, but that regardless of the length

of the war the last battalion in the field

would be Oerpan.®
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For days thereafter, thl. Geraan radio
reported that the "Fuehrer's speech made the
strongest kind of impression throughout the
world®, It emphasized that United States
newspapers displayed the news of the speech
under big headlines, snd gquoted fulsome
praise of it from Fascist newepapers and
press associstions.

Dr. Welter Funk's defense of the Nazi
monetary system (indicating that suggestions
of impending inflation were reaching their
mark) received unflagging attention.

Favorable comment on "the New Order"
from newspapers in Bulgaria, Turkey, Spain
and France were quoted as reflecting the
sentiments of these countries.

If one listened only to Axi: broad-
casters (as some people muet do), they would
have lea:ned that the "New Order" was estab-

lished and running smoothly.

il




Hotes on Part II

For !.-..ha past seven days, this office
has been attempting to obtain a news-making
i statement labeling Hitler's Congress of Vienna.
It was hoped that if 1t could be given & bad
name before it was called, it might never
convene. "Hocus-pocus Coneclave® and "Punch
and Judy Conference" were smong the first
suggestiona.

The news-producing statement hes not yet
come through, but Winston Churchill's remarks
about the Nazl peace offensive may have rerved
for the present.

Meanwhile, this office has emphasized that
the defeat of the Eoviet Union, on which the
Axis propagands i1s predicated, 1s by no means
accomplished, a2nd has demonstrated the disorders
of the "New Order™ in verified news stories.

The Depertments of Etete, lgriculture and

Commerce have provided many news-worthy announcements
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about conditions on the continent, and these,
translated and processed for broadcasting.
have gone to the short-wave editors. The
news has been specific, such as that from
the Department of Agriculture on the potato
shortage, _nnd about the shortage of fuel in
Italy. OEM and OPM "Defense Roundups™ have

presented dramatically the extent of the

American war effort.
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Hoosevelt, Churchdll, King George and Ftalin
Epeeches

The Axis has found itself in the dis-
couraging position thies week of having to
answer three important declarations without
quoting specifically from any of them.

The following report, sent to ahhrt-
wave statlions by this office, explains the
dilemma;

Monitoring reports of CGerman home broad-
casting stations show the German people are
not belng told the substence of speeches by
Foosevelt, the HKing of England and Churchill.

Germnn propagandists on the home stations
attempt to refute the speeches without tell-
ing what the speakers sald.

Deutschlandsender, Germany's domestic

network, sald in & news br ast last night:




L
L

AThe Plutocratie Bolshevist community-of-
souls has found a new spokesman in the person
of his Britannic Majesty.

"The King thought it suitable to welcome
cordlally, as allies, Stelin and the Boviet
Union. The utterances of England's King are
only part of a bregging assistance with which
Churchill wishes to console Btalin for lack
of real help from the Plutﬂefats.'

A "political review"™ on snother Nazi home
station sald:

"Churchill's reputetion as A speaker has
stimilated FRoosevelt and he too had to say
something, and made anothor cspeech ye;iurday. i
But we cennot afford to discuss this speech
in detail éither.”

For the rest, Germen reaction was largely:s
invective.

lotes on Part III

American newegpapers and broadcasters ususlly
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print the news of such speeches one day, with
reaction and comment the next. Thereupon the
subject 15 practically closed.

Bince many short-wave listeners dare not
tune in every day, we ere making consistent
efforts to keep news of important Anti-Axis
apeeches before the world audience as long as
possible. If we fail, short-wave listeners
will hear the Axis side of the case for many
days after our side may be forgotten.

We therefore have made it a poliey to
obtain follow-ups on &2ll these declarations,
and to quote & wide range of newspapers for

several days thereafter.
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PART IV

Regarding Japen

On Novenber E,rtho Tokyo radio started
reporting thrt "Americans are showing anxiety®
over reports that the Presicent was going to
recall American marines from Shanghai. By
November 12, "American Natlionals expressed
exeitement® at the reported withdrawal.

There wes &8 new report almost daily from
a different Chinese city, under a Shanghai
dateline. The report was that "a tense
atmosphere now prevalls in the international
settlement...over reports reaching here that
the United States Government 1s considering
the withdrewzl of American marines now sta-
tioned at Peking, Tlientsin and Shanghai®.

At this Ilritl.u_g there has been no reaction
from Japan to the President's order of today,
but there seems little doubt that the move will

be represented as 2 sign of American weakness
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toward Japan.

For the rest, Japanese propaganda this
week has been as nervous as a plane tree in
an earthquake.

4 monitor in Ehanghai cables, "Almost
pleadingly, Tokyo I"I.d.l'ﬂ. tells world Kurusu's
mission 1s symtolic Japan's desire proreal
peace Pacific Btop Its present tone is remin-
iscent Japan's bewilderment after the signing
Rusgo-German Pact August Nineteen Thirty-nine,
when she openly asked profriends", He adds
that "Japan's recent propaganda has lost much
its Nazi flavor, lending color hints that Otts
Fifth Column organization Tokyowards losing grip".

The intensity of Japanese belligerency
toverd the United Ctates on short-wave broadeasts
did not diminish as drematically. Broadecasts
beamed here have been consistently inconsistent
in tone - "Jepan has only peaceful intentions

towerd the United States", and "Japan is ready

to knock the U.E.A, for a goaln,
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Monitors in the Far East alsc hear
Japan talking with two volces on the medium-
wave broedcasts, domestic consumption, and
on the short-wave broadcasts beamed to Central
Indo-China and Siam. On the first, spokesmen
stress the urgent need for ratiening, for
fortitude and for unity. On the others,
Japan ig prerared fully for "any eventuality",
Hiotes on Part IV

For several weeks we have sought o firm
statement of American policy toward Japan, but
the rule =eemed to be "Keep "Em Guessing®. There
has never been any suggestion that we refrein from
keeping on the pressure by quoting from Americen
news sources. Tolischus' eable in the New York
Times that the Nazies are & "third visible parTty,
present whenever Americen and Japanese stetesmen
meet" was processed for broadcasting and sent to
KGEI. Other American press comment was treated

in like manner - as news.
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The Eecretary of Btete's clear statement
about the Oerman propaganda announcement of
3,000 American soldiers golng to the Burma Road
successfully drove that item out of Axis broad-
casts.

Yesterday, the first of a daily seript
in Chipese was airmailed to KGFI from here.

We find it impossible to teletype Chinese,
g0 the seripts are written to remain fresh

after a transcontinental airplane ride.
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Ehorter Takes

A. Fipland. The answer to the United
States' note brought huzzas from Berlin,
where it was first announced.

Finland remains the most important
single propaganda bludgeon of the Axis.

Their broadeasters plcture the United Etates
as & bully. Other small nations are urged
to take warning.

B. Turkey. Oerman use of Turkey as a
propagands weapon hes not diminished this
week. By frequent quotations from Fascist-
inclined newspapers and the Turkish radie,
the impression 1is maintained that Turkey is
in the Axis camp, irrevooably.

Today, the Dur-mn radio said that Prime
Minister Earacoglu "stressed before a parlia-
mentary group the unfavorable impressions two

Turkish gonerals gained of Boviet resistance®,
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while on a tour of the frent. A typical
propaganda offensive weapon.
Hotes op Part ¥

As Finland. Our brosdeasts in Finnish
end Ewedish, written here, emphasize that
sympathetic Americans ere turning against
a CGovernment which permits Finland to be
used as & Nazl tool.

Hext week we will have an even stronger
news story on this subject.

Our news demonstreting the fate of
small countries which ally themselves with
Hitler deo not need to mention Finland.

It was news, based on short-wave 1ist-
unipg, when Berlin scooped the Finns on their
BNsWer.

It was also news when Joseph Curran urged
the Finns to stop fighting.

It would be most helpful if our Government's

philosophy vis-a-vis Finland could be stated
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This report concerns Axis broadcasts

for the weelk Iﬂ;iﬂs Friday, November 21,
1941, and 1is hnrd on:

.1. Hnm.t.:;ri.n: reports of the Federal
Communications Commission.

2. Availsble information from the
British Brum;cgﬂtin; Corporation Monitoring
Eervice.

3. Heports of the Columbis Broadcasting
SBystem's short-wave listening stetion and
National Broadessting Company's listening
post.

4+ Independent listening hy the staff
of the short-wave intelligence unit of my
office.

BART I
Last Weekend's Victory
Good news feeds democretic morale, and

for many weeks Axls radio propagandists have




contrived to starve little-d democrats over
weekends. Workaday problems offer less
competition for the attention of the average
listener on weekends L and weekends are the
times usually chosen by the Axis for starting
new offensives, fanfaring "victory" communi-
ques and launching psychological drives.

Last weekend, the Axis p&ohahly expected
to use the sinking of the Ark Hoyal as a de-
pressant. But the British, with superb timing,
announced the loss of the carrler before the
weekend news lull started. This time the
British did not walt for all the details.

Thelr announcement went out over the air before
(or so they said) it was established how many
of the crew had been saved. Thus the German
announcement that it was & German submarine
which did the Job &s an anti-climax, and the

British disclosure that all but one of the

crew was zafe gave an upturn ‘o anxious demno-
erats'! morale.



It was the United States Navy Department,
however, that really made last weekend worth-
while to our side. The capture of the Odenwald
captured radio and nmewspaper hesdlines, and the
announcement that it was an "Axis" ship - nationality
unspecified - provided Just enough mystery to
keep imapinations working.

The Axis radio hasn't gotten into stride
on this salient yet.

First they tried to ignore the Odenwald
issue, then to confuse it, next to ridicule it,
and finally_ to jJustify it. The Justification
was an oblique suggestion that,K the British "startedn
disguising ships.

The confusion technlgue was most interssting.
In a Berlin short wave broadeast in German on
the morning of the 17th, there was one item
aceupying 40 seconds of time and crammed with

these statements - that dreft deferments in the

United Stetes ware being made more severs, with



no exemptions for dependents, that warmengers
in New York had attempted a war scare by staging
air raid defense exercises, and that culminating
these "scare reports" was "the rumor of a German
ghost ship in the Carribean®, The short item
concluded with a ringing denunciaticon of the
"ghost ship" story, which Mexican maritime
officials were supposed to have celled "mare
fantasy".

We have never heard the word Odenwald
on any Axis broadecast. Neither have medium

wave monitors in England.

Notes on Part I

¢

We suggested that the Odenwald be towed
into New ¥York Harbor for repalrs, and that 1t
arrive on a Sunday afternoon. Hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkers will line the water-
front and cheer as the erippled masquerader
comes up the river, the faleely painted

American flags pleinly visible from the shore.




Let the newsreel cameras grind, the radio
announcers call the spectacle play-by-play.
Lirguists will rebroadcast the show by short
wave in a dozen languages,-and perhaps pamphlets
with photographs of the scene may flutter down
over Germeny. It won't be'necessary to stage-
manage this. Who wouldn't scramble for a place
in the front row for such a spectacle?

We have suggested that a spokesman for
each of the principal executive offices be
designated to hold himself available for
comment over weekends so that Axis propagenda

of fensives will not be unopposed until Monday,
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EAET IT
IThe Libvan "Second Front®

The Axis finally got itselfl unscrambled
this morning on the British drive into Libya.

Monitoring reports from London indicate
that the Axis statieons couldn't even get
together on when the British drive started,
and while Berlin's redio repulsed the attack
"with heavy logses" almost before 1t had begun,
the Italians came on the alr an hour later
to say the battle was still "raging®.

The {irst Axis report on Libya came
early Thursday from Vichy, which announced
that German troops had repulsed the British
attack, and theat "a deluge of rein prevented
& continuetion of the attack®.

A few hours later, FRome came on with the
Itelian commmunique, stating that "the battle
continues on a front of 150 kilometers®.

Naxt came Berlin, with & ::rmuniqut seying
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that the British had been repelled west of
£4di Omar. Fome added subsequently that the
first British advance of 50 miles was not
r-alir an advence, but a march "to aﬁtnhliah
contact". No comment on the ucan_d British
commmnigque.

Rome said the attack began on Wednesday.
Berlin said Tuesday. Vichy didn't say,

London monitoring commented: "There-
after both German and Italian broadcasters
pulled themselves together, and announced
they were awalting future developments with
confidence.n

This morning there is coordination be-
tween the Axis short wave stations to the
point of monotony.

The jointly proclaimed line now is:
first, the Libyen stteck does not open a
second front, and will not satisfy Stalin;

second, it is not a military, but a political

-



operation, designed to pacify those
discontented with Britain's efforts;
third, it will fail anyway. 1

'll-'ll]" Axis newscasts ignore Libya
altogether. Others give it the least
censpicuous place on the program. None
dwell on it.
Hotes on Part II

Until we get & clear statement of
intentions and probabilities from the
British, we do not antieipate sny extra
exploitation by short wave of the Libyan
move. The news is good enough. British

-

stories out of Cairo stress American mater-
ial participation.

We are now renewing our requests to
OPM for ‘L‘arnadcnntnble figures on the extent
of American partieipation. We believe there

must be news of this kind which would be

more helpful to us than to the enemy, if







Finland

The Axis' use of Finland as a propeganda
bludgeon hll-hﬁhﬂ raported many times before,
and was the subject of a specizl report last
Sunday.

This week it continued to serve the Nasis
wall.

The Soviet OGovernment's declarstion on
the Finnish quesation brought loud and frequent
rebuttals, although the text of the Soviet note
never was disclosed by Axis broadcasters.

it is striking how well the statements in
the Finnish press and the resolutions passed by
Finnish groups coincide with the Nazli line.

For eaxample, a broadcast from Berlin this
week told of a "youth celab;'ation" in Finland,
at which it was declared that Finnish youth

was firmly determined to fight to the bitter

end. But there was a Philip, coineiding with




Dr. Goebbels' articles in Das Relch —- and
the youth group solemnly determined that
"no man ecould say when that end would arrive".
The unspecified victorles on the northern
front again have become victories of "German
and Finnish forces™, When Germany had victory
storles to spare, and when Secretary of State
Hull's note was applying pressure, the victories
in the north were exclusively those of "Finnish
troops”.
Hotes on Part IIT
Qur use of Finnish news, or news impinging
on the Finnish question, has been extended rather
fully to broadcasts prepared in other languages.
There 1s st1ll a lack of State Department news.
The "better news" promised last week devel-
oped into an editorial written by the editor of
the leading Finnish newspaper in the United
States.

The editorial quoted from Ludendorf's
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Memoirs, and showed him to have stated
categorically that Germany helped Finland
uhrt..lin her freedom in 1918, not because of
interest in either Finland or freedom, but
rather in Germany's interest only.

A 1l5-minute script was prepared on the
basis of the editorial, and it was broadcast
in Finnish over two American short wave
stations. Good use also was made of it in
Bwedish broadcasts.

Our Radio Division recorded an hour's
program in Finnish, arrasnged and broadcast
dopestically by W. J. Richards of Station
WIE in Detroit, in cooperation with leading
Finnish-Americans. The recording wes re-dubbed
and sent to the short wave licensees for re-

broadeast to Finland.




Jceland

The murder case in Iceland, as expected,
was most welcome to Axis propagandists. They
had been reporting "atrocity" stories from
Iceland for weeks, and now they had a real
fact.

The Axls continually sssures the world
that the United States never, never will
withdraw from Iceland.

To escape the brutal Americans, says
Berlin, many Icelandic fishermen are with-
drewing from thelr homes and hiding in the
lave fields. °
Notes on Papt IV

The War Department produced a useful
human inferest story about U. E. forces in
Iceland,

The Maritime Commission has been asked
to release & ship which can make a Christmas

voyage to Icelend, filled half with gifts for
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EART ¥

PMopoAng=up" in the U.S.8.R.

Beveral weeks ago, the Axis broadcasters

‘

agreed solemnly that the Russian campaign was
over, and that only mopping-up operations
remilned.

With the exception of the capture of
Kerch, which was announced (prematurely)
last Sunday by short wave and immediately
overshadowed by the capture of Odenwald,
there has been & notable lack of crowing
all week.

HpM and again Berlin broadeasters
break out with announcements of 5hrtak
throughs" and "bloody losses to the beaten
enemy", but the reports lack detail —- and
conviction.

There seems to be n great effort to
repregsent winter as an ally of thae Oermans rather

than otherwise. This morning, one Berlin

anncuncer's foot slipped, and he said that,

=15=




even 1f Moscow reports of Germen troops
freezing to death were true, the cases
would be unusual (1ike rain in the Cali-
fornla rainy season?); most of the Germsn
troops, he said, were well equipped to
stand the cold, and were seasoned by
previous campaigns.

Dr. Goebbals' articles in Das Reich
about the long war have been quoted more
frg_qubnt-l}r on medium wave brozdessts than
on short wave. The Axls now has an ingenious
argumant that the longer the war, the surer
will be 1lts vic;ury, but I spare you the
tortured detulls.

There has been & rezppearance of the
TBolshevist menace™ line, subordinated for
several weeks. Once again Germany 1is fight-
ing a defensive war.

Example: "The Bolsheviks wera ready
to hurl themselves on Europe (sic), when

Hitler anticipated their nefarious planst-
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from Berlin in Spanish, via short wave, last
night.'
ligtes on Part V

Our analyses of enemy short wave propa-
ganda, teletyped to short wave editors, have
: paintid.oﬁt this trend from day to day.
American short wave statlons have capitalized
on 1t and have been keeping on the pressure -
both by detalling the signs of defensive
propaganda required of the Axis, and by
acting affirmstively.

The affirmetive zetion comes mainly
thr?uch the emphasis on the growing atrength
and ;;nfidanna of khe United S2tates, and our
inexorable overhauling of the Axis lead in
production of war equipment.

This offlce has been able to provide
short wave editors with a constant flow of
information on this subject; both in spot

news and in special features such as "defense
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Shorter Takes

A. The Winter.

German broadcasts, ‘bnn;u about the
plentitude of food and fuel in Furope, are
superfluous evidence that this may be a
morale-shattering winter for the Germans.

One Nazi boast that 23 million tons of potatoes
would be made avallable to the populatiom gave
us an opening.

Notes on A

We passed on the Nazi boast to short wave
ldit.u;"u and followed it up with a Washington
story about the actual shortages of potatoes
in Europe this year. Together, this made
real news and it went bounecing back to the
Germans from our short wave stations in a
matter of hours.

B. Turkev

Previous reports have shown how the Axis

uses Turkey for propaganda purposes, alded by
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8 complaisant Turkish propaganda minister.
The Axis tells the world, including Turkey,
that Turkey is practically one of the family.
ligtes on B

In progress i1s a project for the prepara-
tion of a l5-minute historical broadeast about
Fritz von Papen. Our plea for a shipload of
American supplies, right through the Mediter-
ranean to Istanbul, has not yet received the
reguisite green light.

C. Weygsnd

The Axis ignored the dismissal of CGeneral
Weygand until our Etate Depertment issued the
declaration that his dismissal would require
a review of American-French North African
relations. Then it said that he "resigned™
end played up his message of loyalty to Marshal
Petain. Home commented thet "because of the
retirement of General Weygand, Anglo-American

propaganda has been cshowing great discontent®.
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His retirement is not specifically explained,
but there 1s great emphasis on the statement
that he is going to resume work on his memoirs.
Caraful tt-tﬂ.xtian to the phrasing is necessary
not to gain the impression that the press of
his literary commitments called the General
back from Africa.
lptes on C

We suf fered some confusion on Wednesday
in trying %o help the State Department verify
reports of Weygand's dismissal without being
able to suy who was verifying it. On Thuraday
we recoverad all lost ground and more by.muvina
the atnryfgf the State Departument's announcement
in time Cor the French schedules of the four
short wave stations broadcasting to France.
The story broke shortly before ailr time, and
the State Depirtment telephoned it to this
office, where it wus translated sentence by
sentance and rammed through aherd of the dead-

lines. WOEA was so pleased with the service
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that they seheduled an extra broadecast in
French to carry our follow-ups on the story.
Etute Department cooperation enabled us
to score whot was the equivalent of ® 24<hour
best, since stations broadecasting to Europe
have French langusge schedules only in the

early afternoon.
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This report concerns Axis broadcasts

for the week ending Friday, November 28, 1941
and is based an:

1. Monitoring reports of the Federal
Communications Commission.

£. Available information from the British
Broadeasting Corporation Momitoring Service.

3. RHeports of the Columbiam Broadoasting
System's short-wave listening station al:li National
Broadeasting Company's listening post.

4. Independent listening by the staff of
the short-wave intelligence unit of my office.

EART I
The Score

In propaganda fighting, the United States
has, historicslly, been a big genisl sparring
partner, distinguished principally for our ability

to take it on the point of a conorete chin.




S0, this week, when the United States has
actually begun to paw back at our assailant,
the temptation was overwhelming to shout
"Hooray".

There were some pretty unhappy moments.
Our timing is faulty, our footwork clumsy, and
we atill have a way of jabbing our thumb in our
own eye. But we're learning how to push the
other fellow off balance when he is getting set
to throw his Sundsy punch, and we're beginning
to throw a few good ones of our own.

On the propaganda plus side this week were:

The White House statement about
the forthooming Berlin conferences.

Settlement of the coal strike.

Occupation of the Bauxite mines
in Duteh Guiana.

The White douse statement about
Nazi plans to rase Belgrade.

Qur firmer attitude toward Japen.

Authenticated riots in Copenhagen.
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Lease-Lend aid to General De Gaulle.
On the propaganda minus side:

The Libyan campaign--(oversold)

Our official silence about
Finland,

Our official silence about
Turkey.

Our official silence about
Vichy.

Our offieial silence about the
Battle of the Atlantic.




EART 11

Ihe Anti-Comintern Copclave
When the stool-pigeons and the trusties from

the prisoner nations of Burope met with the war-
dens in Berlin this week, propaganda history was
made.

The historic significance of the anti-Comin-
tern conclave was not the solemn document signed
by the members of this kangaroo court, but rather
the election, by fiat, of the President of the
United States as the No. One enemy of chain-gang
govermment.

On the short-wave broadeasts for listeners
outside of Europe, and on. i;.adiu-mva for home
consumption, the Axis pﬁpﬂ.@u&iuts actually
gave more vehement attention to the President
then to Josef Stalin or Winston Churchill.

The purpose of the meeting was announced
in advance as enti-Comintern.

The anti-Bolsheviki motif dominated Axis

wle
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broadcasts for the first few days of the week,
but by this morning the emphesis had changed so
radically that only the neme recalled the an-
nounced purpose.

The broadeasters make it quite plain that
the purpose of the meeting wes to make a show
of opposition to all who oppose Adolph Hitler's
"New OUrder in Europe."”

Newspeper headlines eabled from the Conti-
nent this morning show that the order has gone
out from Propaganda Headquarters that the affir-
metive line hemceforth is to be "A United States
of Europe" under Germany, "A New League of
Nations", under Germeny--and "The New Order is
Here."

On the defensive line, the President of the
United States will now inherit the choice inveeo-

tives previously reserved for Mr. Churchill.




Mere quantitative analysis of Axie broad-
oasts this week make any qualitative study
unnecessary. For example, one short-wave news
w from Berlin gave 25 minutes to :I.'npurl'r-
ing on the mtiMhm conference, and less
than five minutes to all other news of the world.
Three of the four main short-wave propaganda
talks on Thursdey night were devoted to denun-
eiations of Mr. Roosevelt.

London monitors counted medium-wave talks,
deseriptions and analyses of the meeting on 89
occoasions yesterday over radio stations from Donau
to Friesland, and estimated that seven and a half
hours of broedeasting time were devoked to it r.m
that day alome.

A sample of the affirmetive line, from DJA,
Berlin, in German, at 5:45 P.M., November 27:

"In reality, the Berlin discussions
went above the framework of a recomsti-
tution and enlargement of the anti-
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Comintern front. Burope's statesmen and
those of the Far East had the opportunity
of entering into & valuable exchange of
ideas about the future of their continents.
The min goal was to create a vital basis
for urope, to safeguard the Fatherland,
and mutually to install themselves there
so that a life of prosperity for all
(for the totality) and for every onme indi-
vidaully might be guaranteed.”

liotes on Part II

The prediction issued by Steve Barly last
Saturday couldn't have been better.

The BBC poured it into the Continent on medium-
wave and American short-wave st.:&tinna, who had been
informed frequently by this of{ice that & German
conclave wes in the making, grabbed it with en-
thusicem epd used it in their news broadessts ond
news commenteries.

The Axie was glumly silent.

When the Axis emnouncement was heard from

Berlin end Rome next day, short-wave listeners

=
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already were prepared, and the air of suspense
that usually is oreated around such meetings did
not appear.

Throughout the week, Amerieun short-wave
editors chose to present the news of the anti-
Comintern meeting against the backdrop of their
previous information.

When the Axis subordinated news of the fight-
ing in Libya and Russia to the anti-Comintern news,
American short-wave editors found this fact news-
worthy, too.

It was the best example of spoiling a Sunday
punch that we have yet seen.

The White House statement about Nazi plams
to raze Belgrade was on page 11 in the New York
Times, but it was front pege stuff on short-wave.
British and smerican stations pumped it so hard

that Berlin was foroed to broadeast a denial.

=B




Whether or not it saved Belgrade, it certeinly
put the Axis jropegendists on the defensive, wnd
forced thea to give further ecirculation to the
story by denying it.

We were able to tell short-wave editors that
the anti-Comintern riots in ﬂopausagnn were veri-
fied by official sources inm Washington, The story
originated in Washington, but came out from Swedish
end New York sources--an example of whut oan be
done when we have reliable information from un-

quotable sources.



EBART II1
Ihe Troops to Dutch Guispns

The Axis response to this positive sction
by the United States was diffused.

The first reaction was to shout of "American
imperialism,"

To France, Berlin and Rome-emphasized that
the Proximity of French Guiana was the real reason
for the Umtadl," States Agtiom.

To Holland end the Duteh Empire, the Axis
spoke of the "weakness™ of Dutch Govermment, and
ridieuled its inability to protect the Empire.

Pre-ocoupation with the anti-Comintern meeting
reduced Axis pre-occupstion with this end other
news outside Berlin.
lotes on Part III

Having no advance warning of the nature of
the White House statement, this office was unable

to prepare texts in time for the Dutch-langusge
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broadeasts of that day, with the result that Axis
answers may have reached some Duteh listeners before
the White House stetement.

We were able, however, to foretell the Axis line
with acouracy, and to advise short-wave editors what
to expect. This provided them an opportunity to

play up refutation of the Axis line in advance of

its appearance.
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RART IV
Ihe Libvan Campaign

The Axis has nnnm:rar:d for position in
bandling propaganda about theLibyan cempaign.
Apparently the Axis is as poorly informed on tha'
situation there as are others.

There were early indicetions that Axis pro-
pagandists were teken unawares. Rome and Berlin
couldn't get together on when the attack started,
and their short-wave and medium-wave broadcasts
have told different stories--the home broadecasts
favoring the optimistic Italian commentaries, while
short-wave was more reaarﬂ:d.

Onee it became apparent that there would be
no blitz, Rome and Berlin gave more and more time
to the political aspects of the attack and less to

the military aspects. They stressed Britain's

political need for a second front, and jeered at



Churchill's optimistic introduetory. The optimism
of the BBC provided much sardonic mirth to Axis
broadeasters.

Almost daily, there is a new Axis claim of
having taken the offensive.

(lbviously, however, the regzedness of the
Axis propeganda on this ualiant-auhinh.night be a
most favorable one for them--has come from the
fact that much of its propagands poliey secms to
be made in Rome. There is no indication of the
clean-cut, military precision which characterizes
& German propagunde cumpaign.

lotes on Part IV

We were unuble to get any responsible neutral
estimate of the prospecta of the British in Libye,
and so this was one campaign where we Tesisted
the impulse to do something.

The contribution of this office has been con-

fined to seeking relinble estimates of American



contribution to the British campaign.

We have avoided fostering any indicution
that American production would underwrite a
British victory in Libya.

‘The statement by General Burns to the effect
that Libya would provide only a test of what was
to come was our sole affirmative contribution.

We have immediately begun the preparation of
a special news broadcast in the Finnish langusage
based on Mr., Hull's statement. The Broadeast will
be written and translated here, and moved by tele-
type to Schenectady. The Western Electrie short-
wave station has asgreed to broadeast it from
there over stations WGED and WGEA this afterncon.
The regular Finnish-language broadeasts are over
for the day, but the Schenectady stations have

scheduled a special l5-minute period for this



v

i s
.4“',.-

J}COORDINATGH OF INFORMATION

WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

December 3, 1941

The Prasident
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Ny dear dr. Preaident:
I am encloeing the weekly
roport on Axis broadcasts for the
week eniing December 5, 194l.

Respectfully,
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William J. Donovan
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propagandistiecally, in full dress battle,
Fews did-tha rest. 5

Turkey. The President's extension of
lease~-lend assistance to Turkey, following
the upp;rdmt fallure of the Schmidt mission,
dressed the Turks in democratic uﬁifnrm:.

Trieste. A suspiclous performance at
best, but certainly ono which did the Axis
no good on the internaticrial propaganda
front.

florth Atluntiec. The statement by the
Secrotary of the Navy reminded anyone whao
mlght have forgoiten this cruciel battle-
front that lack of headlines may be the
best possible news,

Alnus Porspraphs

Petain-Goering. The "soliliorly" neet-
ing of tliece gentlemen produced copy for the
Axls brosdeasters, and there was no good news

for Frenchren from the United States to offset

it.
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BART II
Ihe ¥ar in Libys

Axisz grand strateglsts expect an Axis
defeat in Libya.

It is difficult to be positive about
the magnitude of their pessimism, but
analysis of Axis propaganda this week
leaves no doubt that thelr strateglsts
ere working on the minds of Fasclsts and
Demperate alike to prepsre them for the
worst.

Out of the military defezt - whether
it be local or extensive - the Axle épp&rnntly =
hopes to establish two propagends victories:

1. The destruction of the boliaf thnt
United Flates war seterinl 1s good encugh
to turn the tide of Fascist vietory.

2, Disaffection emong the British
coloniesz and dominiens.

Axis propegeandists have failed %o

eapitalize on the grumminess felt in the
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democretic world by the military news from
Libya this weck. Ve find news of Libye
taking inferler positions on both domestic
and short-wave broadcasts. There is & con-
spicuous lack of tough talk.

Voen Dritish amlqu; report that the
military situstion 1s confused, Axls propa-
gandists hasten to read long paragraphs about
"Eritish eonfusion™. Fadlo Foma pumps itself
up to a hysterical pi?ch atout "Libyan victorles"
now and agein, then lapses into noody silence,
or reads the Cermen comsunigies and DB dis-
patéhes—deadpan.

The Italian propagendlists robbed them-
selves of & chance to crow about the severing
of the Tobruk corrider, because they had not
provicusly admitted that it exlsted.

¥hen the BRC pdmitted that things were
pot goling so well in Libya as had been ex-

pected, the Axls attacked "British propaganda®,
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but did net risk the next logical step of
making some better claims for itself.

Ever. when the news is best for them,
Axis broadeasters stick to their strategy
pPlan of the first week: (a) This 1s a
political, not & military offensive;

(b) Its success or fallure will have no

. Geclsive effect on the outcome of the war;
(e) The offensive will fail anyway — witheout
cefinition of the term "failw,

It was an Iteldian broadcaster who un-
Laggol the cat on the enticipated plen to
discredit United States war materisl. For
the first weelts of the campaign, the Axls
igrored coapletely the stateménts from Britain
anmd the Mnited States about the participation
of imerican-mede tanks in the vesert fighiing.
It would have been wholly in character for
them to continue to ignore i1t, without or

willh evidence, or to state flatly that the

e
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or noisy bluff might have been expected.

On the plan to use Libtya to create
disaffection mmong Aritish colonies and
dominions, there f{2 abundant wi-rhrnci.

The British play up the bravery of Empire
Forces. The Axis emphasizes their 1;.-|sus;

Australia's refusal to impose con-
seription outside that continent becomes,
in Axis propupgands, a sign of discontent
with Pngland.

British ammesty to political prisecners
in Indis becouce ¢ sign of fear. British
support of the Inited States in the Far
Fact becones, on one hand, an attempt te
distroct sttention fro- the "dafeets in
Libya®; op the other hand, it is given as
evidence of England's willingness to plunge
hor Faglern subjects into o rockless adven-
ture.

But in none of this is there the slightest

incieation thit the Axie expects to escape
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fiegtov

The military retreat of the Germans from

. Nostov was & dignified procession compared to

the resultant rout of Axis propagandists.
On November 22, with military fanfares,
the German redio system blered the capture of
Rostov, and Axis commentators tub-thumped the
importance of "the spiget of the Russian oil
barrel™ and "the gateway to the Caucasus®.
Rome chimed in, "The fate of the Soviet
is now firrevocably signed. Oermoan and allied
forces :re on the eve of securing final triumph
on the Eastern front.® p
Within a few hours, Germen "military spokes-
men® were tolking about Astrakham, 450 miles
east of Hostov. TFred FKaltenbach, the former
Iowe farm boy who broadecasts from Berlin, esald
the capture of Fostov proved "the Germans can
enpture any objective they set out to capture...”
But the main theme of the invineibility of

=11




the Cerman Army was the obligatto criticisa
of the British and the Russians for "not ad-
mitting the truth about the capture of Rostov".

Gn_lnvtmhir 25th, the Germans stopped
critieizing the British and the Sowviets for
their failure to admit the fall of Fostov.

On November 26th, neither Berlin nor
Fome *had much to say about the subject --

Fome less than Berlin.

On Hovember 27th, the Russians were then
in full commmnd of the efity. A Oerman broad-
caster mentioned street Cighting, but a mosent
later sald, "The Soviets are chased beyond the
Don, &nd Hostov 1s now in German hands."

On Novenber 28th, the "eapture (by the
Gerusans) of Rostov® was mentioned in passing.

On November 29th, tha German radio began
to explain that the Cermans had stepped outslde

the city limits to take long-distance revenge

on the eivilian population.
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The next morning the Axis radios repeated
the story of the voluntary ruralization, but
by mid-afterncon foreign correspondents “.ru
told that the Soviet Forces had launched a
counter-attack at Rostov, "with numerically
superior forces®,

Two days later, cfter all the early German
excuses had been enmpletgly discredited by their
own admissions, the German raedio arnmounced:
®another proof of the relisbility of German
Teports —- our accounts or_t.h& withdrawal from
Fostov 15 exact,®

In the early "victory commentaries®, the
Axis broadcasters told of the joy with which
the population af. :IT'uaturv received their Cerman
Pliberators". Subsequently, the Germans de-
toiled the fierce retribution they were taking
on the so Joyous Rostovites, and described the
ruin of the city as "more complete than Coventrym,

The BBC Monitoring Bervice furnished us with
these oxamples of the "Qerman Apologla for Rostow®
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on December 3, "which advanced the theory that
the British arrenged the whole Bolshevist offen-
siveny

From Berlin commentary on communiquet
"It 1s understandable that the British have
pressured *hc Soviets to use exceptionally
strong forces for the offensive on the Don,
regardless of losseS.... This i5 the explana-
tion of the Sovlet pressure in the Rostov
reglon, which has been going on for days,
and ef the repeated nass attacks which collapse
with heavy losseS...."

From Radio-Paris, the Allled (Axis)
coimand kept to its tactles of avolding use-
less loss of 1ife, and not consicering pres-
tige, maneuvered its troops so that they
snould not be exposed to the enormous numerical
superlority of the Soviets in this (Rostov)
section. It is, perha)s, not premature to
say todoy thut Von Kleist is repeating in

different form the maneuver so successful at

ald




Gomel, which consisted of avolding battle
and withdrawing in an are which would allow
the forming of fresh pincers.

From Berlin to Africa: "It has become
more evident now (December 3) than ever it
was before that the German operations at
Hostov were a deliberate move of the ﬁluh
Command. Timoshenko and the British News
Services make 1t appear that the Soviets are
right on the heels of the Germans. Who on
earth ecould believe such a story?®

Today, the German short-wave quoted a
"German military expert" with a new explansa-
tion for "the evacuation of Rostov"., He said
it was a part of a plan "of elastic defensen.
The CGerman short-wave syestem then put out a
long explanation of the new taetic of elastie ¢
dofense.

Hotes on Part III
The news was go uncompromisingly good

thnt our enly chore was the happy one of

5, 1







Japan

In the propaganda war, neither Rome nor
Berlin m;.e to the aid of their tripartite
partner, which currently is under the most
devastating attack in her history.

Day after day, London Monitoring Reports
begin with such sentences as: "The Far Fast
was practically unmentioned by the German and
Italian home stations™ and "The Axis! redio
comment on the situation in the Far East was
meager and flat, merely quoting Ameriezn and
Japanese newspapers as saying that relations
are almost hopeless™.

On short-wave, we have not heard a single
pro=Japanese propaganda lecture from Fome or
Berlin this weel;, and most news broadeasts
ended without so much as a single item from
Tokio. Amsterdam, broedcasting on the Asistic

beam, occasionally quoted Domel diespatches.
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Last Eaturday, Rome said Japan wes moving
men and material to "strateglic Inde-China points®,
and explained at greater length thet the move was
Justified by the "landiing of Angec Forces in
Malaya®™,

The President's return from Warm Springs
and his direct question to Japan were ignored
by Japan's partners.

On Wednesday, Berlin said: "A change in
the British attitude toward Tha iland has now
become apparent, as England begins to take
mpasures agalnst that country similar to those
which preceded the invasions of Iran and Irag."

On Thursday, Home for Portugal, said that
Japan's policy toward the United States "ecould
not be understood™ except for the fact that
PTokic is edopting delaying tactics so as to
gain more time to prepare.?

In the face of so 1little help, Tokio went

it alcne.
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On Eunday, Tokio short-wave issued an
edited version of Premier Tojo's speech, and
quoted the Thai Premier as saying that Japanese
Troops in Indo-China were no threat to Thailand.

On Monday, Tokio radio said that "foreign
correspondents® expressed surprise at the reaction
in the United States to Tojo's speech, and found
the return of the President from Warm Springs
inexplicable. It quoted "dispatches" datelined
from several Far Eastern polnts about British
attempts to "strengthen the anti-Japanese anti-
encirclement line®, The Tokio radio ::_mde an
all-cut bid for support from India, including
the broadeasting of the stntem-ant that "at a
meeting held here, the Indian regiments in
Japen denounced the United States! inteference
in the problems of Asim...."

An extensive report on medium-wave broad-
casts from Tokio was submitted to Colonel Donovan

by this office on Wednesday. Then, a&s now, the

Tokio radic was using the same threatening tone
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toward Thailand as 1t adopted before the
invasion of Indo-China.

The Bangkok wirelese worned Blamese that
the danger to their sovereignty was acute.
liotes on Part IV

Through friendly interventicn, a press
interview was given by Sir Girja Shankar
Bajpel, India's representative in the United
States. This, broadcast from KGEI in Ban
Francisco and rebroadcast in several languages
from Singapore, was intended to counter the
anti-American propaganda from Tokio.

Surfie;ant news of a positive nature
originated in Washington to permit short-
wave editors and news writers here to keep
the pressure on Japen throughout the week.

The truculence of Premier Tojo faded uncder
the impact of the President's return from Warm
Eprings and subsequent unequivocal statements

from the Etate Department.

=-20=



Ehorter Takes

Finland, The propagandists of HRome and
Berlin were afforded plenty of time this week
to wield their favorite bludgeon -- Finland.
They had so little to do about Japan, Libya
or the Boviet Front.

The Finnish radio at Lahtl suppressed
all news of the British ultimatum, but played
up the Soviet evacuation of Hangoe almost as
vigorously as did Berlin. When Lahti criti-
cized the United States, it credited the
criticiems to "Berlin political circles".

Lahtl quoted Marshall Mannerheim as
gaylng that the end of the war was not yet
in sight, but Berlin changed thi= to make
him say that the end Hﬁg in sight.

Rome and Berlin put out numerous talks
about their little ally and its cruel treat-
ment by the democracies, while Berlin featured

enti-Democratic quotations from Finnish sources.

-



If the British declare war on Finland,
there will be & most unfovorable reaction
unless immediate measures are taken to make
up for our lack of a consistent program of
informative preparstion in the past.

This office has mede what use it could
during the week of the Secretary of State's
warning of last Friday, but it has been
difficult for stale comments to meet the
competition of the fresh news elsewhere,

This cection hes strongly recozmencded
that whatever sction and whatever statements
may follos a British declaration, they be so
timed as to malntsin predominant attention to
our slde of the story during the first three
or four dayes after the event,

* % wS
Petain-Coering. Rone, Berlin and Vichy

encouraged mystery about the meeting of the
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Morshals. All Axis sources agreed that what
they said was a secret., BEverybody, the
pfnpng;ndists hinted, was talking about
it. But what everybody was saying somehow
remaired unreported. Eo once again the
Germans tightened the thumbscrews of
anxiety on their 'I\'ua.tam nelighbors.
lotes on Petain-Coering

Pursuant to our directive, we 'have
done nothing to encourage Frenchmen to
resist the Axis since the Etete Department
spoke out against the dismisszal of Oeneral
Weygand.

Ve have suggested that the President

speak to the French people -- in French.
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