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Cotober B3, 1935

Philip H.8.Franklin, Pres.,
International Mercantile Marine,
1 "roadway, New York City.

Dear Mr. Franklin:-

At the suggestion of Kermit Roosevelt I am writing you
direet regarding a model of the "Leviathan" which the Smithecnian
Institution is very anxious to obtailn.

At first ] intefided having Franklin RAoosevelt advise you
of the situation knowing Kermit,I decided it would be beast to
state t'm omse frankly and out corners.

Last April I got the Cunard to give Franklin the 18 foot
model of the late "Mauretania™, which he in turn pressnted to the
Smitheonian, as they very much wanted a model of that historioal
liner., Visiting the Smithsonlan last month, I was sufprieed to ses
they were exhibiting as the "Leviathan® a model whiech twenty-one
years ago, you, I and every steamship man saw on view as the
"Imperator”, Minor changes had been made like removing the- sagle
and btall from the bow - painting United States linsr ocolors om the
funnels and sorawling a huge "Leviathan™ over the bows., The result
was an insult to such a queenly ship as the "Leviathan® and sertain-
ly was a false model of her which the Alien Custodian had unwittingly
fostered on the Smithsonlan.

From my oollestion of plotures and plene of the "Imperator”
(now the "Berengaria™) I was able to help the Smithsonian, whioh ser-
tainly would not show a false model to the publie.

To quote from letters of Mr. Wetmore, Assistant Seoretary
of the Institution as of OQetober 17th and léth, 1938:

"In the meanwhile we have the "Imperator”
model covered so that it is not seen by

our visitors. It is so large that I have
Hﬁ unable to remove it from the Fxhibition
Hall",
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"To turn the model back into the "Imperator”
or ad just it as the present "Berengaria™ is
mot & good solution and am expensive one as
well. TFurther it would be of less interest
value to the publio now that the Smitheonian
has the "Mauretanias.”

To quote further from Mr. Wetmore's letters:

*wWith regard to snother 1IT ahip model at
the pressnt tims, frankly I a 1liks wery
much to have a true "Leviathan® and would
give this preference over any otherw,

*The Laviathan seems to me is worthy of our
presarvation in view of the faot that she
is an imerican ship well kmown to thousands
of people~.

Apparently the only model of the "Leviathan" in the world
whioh is anywhere near correct atands gutside the door of Yermit
Roosevelt's offiee. As to superstructure and queenly appearancs that
model im exoellent all sxoept the stern and rudder. If I recollsst
correotly the hall was once the "Deutschland” later the "Vietoria
Luise™ whish the Alien Custodian took over.

Bo agaln to quote from Mr. Wetmore's letters:

"Our aim in sueh sollections, in view of our existing
spaos, must be to restriet specimens to those of
maximum interest. I hope indeed that it may be
poesible to seoure m good model of the "Laviathan~
as we' should like to hawe that “ine ship repre-

! santad permanently in our series. If the 9 foot
model (outelde Xermit's door) that you mention could
comé to us, I am oertain that we could handle the
question of remodeling the rudder to make L% agree
with what is found on the ship. As & matter of
faot, I believe that this model 1s one that was re-
built by ome of our men herein the Natlonal Vuseum.
He was given the hull with the rudder and in-
strusted to make the upper part correspond to the

r "Leviathan® which I am pleased to note was done
entirely to your satiafaction®, z

And that Mr. Franklin, is the atory.

I |In wiew of the "Leviathan™ passing into history, is 1t
possible for you to domate your "Leviathan" model direetly to the
Smithsgninn yoorselves, that is of course, if you are at libertiy to
donata it wuld you prefer to give it to Framklin Roosevelt as
tha Cammrd d1id the "Mauretania” and have him give 1t to the Smith-
sonisn?The advantages, of sourse, in Franklin givinc it is, that
forever, the l.zﬂ.tltiﬂ will care for and keep in repair a gift of
s President of the United States.
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I am sure Franklin himself does not oare in what mamner the
Smithsonian receives the model as long as they get a "Leviathan™ which
is somewhere near ocorreot and does justioe to a Tegal ship. Their
present false model cannot be mdjusted, Thers is too vast a deck
differocnoe between the "Berengaria™ and the "Leviathan",

I trust you will understand, Mr, Fraoklin, that this letter
is meant in no sense to embarrass ¥You., Unfortunately you have the
only "Leviathan®. The matter is entirely what you are free to do. I
oan guarantes there will be no feeling in the matter on the part of
anybody, even Franklin Aoosevelt himself, who ie getting m copy of
this letter. You are a business company and are recponaible to your
stook holders. Models mre valuable, Yet the "Leviathan" as a United
States liner in the Smithsonion is & mighty good pisee of advertizing
and might be justified om that mssount,

Yours wvery truly,

Ralph E. Cropley

.

P.E. You may n-l'ﬂ’m as being the last man mesociated with
the late Bernard Baker, aa you were the first,
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THE WHITE HOUSE ﬁ,sfl- M
WASHINGTON

November 6, 1935,

Dear Doc:=-

I will find out from the Red Cross
if there is any possibility of work overseas
but I do not think they are conducting any
such work at the present time —— Ethiopia or
elsewhere,

I will be in New York for only a
few houre on Thursday. It would be best if 1
you could run down to Washington after I get
back from Warm Springe., Between now and the
time I leave for there the program calls for
five or ten minute appointments throughout

the day.

Alwaye sincerely,

%ﬁu;" P Wm—a—»&

Bnlph g. Groplﬂl’, nq-,
134 Beechwood Road,
Bummit, New Jersey.
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Vary truly yowrs,

R E. Cropley,



OFFICE OF
THE PHESIDENT 1 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

November &, 1935

Ralph E. Cropley, Esq.,
The FPort of New York Authority,
111 Eighth Ave., Hew York City

Dear lir, Cropley:

Tour favor of the 23rd of Cetober received.

e have no model of the "Leviathan". The model of the
"leviathan" which you refar to, standing cutside ths door to kr.
Eermit Hoosevelt's office ut the above address, 1s not the
"Leviathan" at all, but the "Berengaria” with the name "Leviathan"
painted over it.

As far as I know there is no model of the "Leviathan”
in existence and I am very sorry indeed that I gannot masiat you,

much &8s I would like to do so.
Yours wvery truly,

(8gd.) P.A.5.Franklin
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portlon of what was omoa the

te agres with you that, displayed

sotual bit of the ship igself

ulh_;-nllu'lrﬁm
Yery truly yours,

¢ 1 am eapeeially bappy that you are willing

Oongd defing how nssesmarily "chooay™ you must
uu-.t.un-ﬂi.qluu_tlh.“

/"ﬁ-uu-uhu-u--unnmnum-n._

B | u—

Oopy tot Franklin D, Bgosevelt, Esq.
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S5E

WASHINGTOMN

December 12, 1835
i Ny 2. S U

Dear Mr. Cropley:

The President msked me to thank you
for your letter and to tell you that much as he
would like to see you, this is about the werst
time of the year for him. As you know, the
budget is in the final stage of preparation,
and Congress is about to convens, which means
that the President must see the Congressmen and
Senators almost constantly.

Very sincerely yours,

Yh.G & Sbens__

M. A. LeHand
PRIVATE SECHETAAY

Ralph C. Cropley, Esq.,
124 Beechwood Hoad,
Summit,

New Jarsey,
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Doc. CUropleys' letter ﬁ
mm-mﬂ- EB, 1955‘-

Dear Sklpper:

Put sister on the Chicago traln here in Summit to-nite
and she's on her way to spend & month with Malcolm and his wife
in Seattle. Tomorrow thls house 1s closed, probubly till the
first of April end I'1l take myself vup the road to the Turkey
Hill Inn--half vay to the statlon where I feel I'll be far more
comfprtable than joining 5id in a hotel in N. Y.

 One thing I'm really gled about it all, is that its
going to help me meking models and I'll be getting to bed
decently as to hour. Having made 13 of the demn things since
I got off the "Georgic" in Sept., I'm so fed up with them I've
gone stale. I really look forward to learning how to read
again to say nothing of getting back the dmack for writing.
Am going to try end pad with movie storles to keep myself off
the track of writing articles on the - 7..Jwof the Natlon and
world which I might publish because of you. All such, I've
so far menaged to confine to my notebook which will be mighty
interesting after you and I are dead.

Had & lovely letter from Aunt Edith. She tells me it
taltes four nurses to turn her and that she'll probably have
the cast on her hip for another two months. Kermlt told me 1t
would probably be six months in all. She seems most appreclative
of my dally letter saylng that sometimes they are all she has
strength enough to read. I certainly can't let up on them.
As they were with thee, they are hard to write at times. But
Aunt Edith is looking for them--she's interested in what 1 see
out my office window, so 1ts up to me to see 1t thru. And
she's worthy of 1t. I sent her a timy model for Christmas.
She opened it shead of time and Kermlt says it stands there
in her hosplital room glving the dear lady the greatest pleasure
imaginable, I'm awfully pleased I'm able to be doing something
to help her in her fight.

I had @& letter from Cary Grayson at Red Cross service=-
s kindly letter. But it was no thanks to you, you blg stiff,
but my own efforts. When art thou golng to appoint me to some
Red Cross staff, as I've written them about the last few weeks?
War, we are going to have. You know damn well that hospital
service to devastated aréas ls right up my alley.

ind again you have neglected me entirely with Christmas
remembrances. At least I'm entitled to bawl you out over that:



J/

¥

— ' e e

/1 know you are tusy as bell right at fhis time of yearebufases

well=-=--never mind. You or Missy wlll never understand that
those of us of the original American stock, will all our lives
turn up our noses at any political President who didn't come over
in the "Mayflower" or with John Smith as I did.

When am I, to come to Washington to see your ugly mug
and bawl you out? As I've told you, I have thrust aside my
prejudices against you and your office and am willing to spend
my spare cash to come to see you, because I can't help myself
as I'm fond of you and always wlll te no matter how much I
desire to wring your damn neck for allowing Tugwell and other
nit-wits to do the God demnest things imaginable.

When are you going to shut up Roper? He does you
terrific damage. MNo one with a brain in his head has any
respect for & South Carolina politician such as he is. He may
hold an honorable office, but that is not Juatificatlon for
reapecting the nan.

Well, dear boy, I'd better cease ere my honest and
cynical tonpue ralses further #u#
Cheeric you bum
Doe
P.3. I 8tlll awalt advice about Mlssy and her mule., If she

doesn't look out I'll be calling it a Jacksss. As a
democrat, I shall hate to term my National Emblem as such.
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