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\ Unrch 28, 1939

¥y deprr Mr. President:

Thannics moet sincerely for your letter of
Uarch 11.

Since sur return, Cecilia hae hed a pretty
norious setback, snd I wanted you personally to kmow
thie snd that I wae very much disturbed. The eltuntion
thie morning is more encoursging than 1t han bear in
the part fow daye. She hae a doy rnd night nurse and,
of course, averything in the world is beins done for
her that poseibly cen be done.

This latter, of course, is just n rersonal mesaage
t2 you, to Mrs. Hoomevelt, nnd to "Missi".

oure, //—7

Affactinnately

The Hanarshla

The President of the United Ststes
The Waite House

Warhington, D. €.
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
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The President,
The White House

My dear lr, President:

For many reasons, it would be desirable to clear
up the EE%&“’hiE gltuation in Connectlcut before
Congresas ourna. I have talked informally to Attorney
General Murphy who has had seversl conversations with

Senator leloney, Several excellent names have been under
conslderation,

I may be wrong about 1t, but I gathered from what the
Attorney General sald that Senator Maloney rather leans
towards Congressman Smith but that the Attorney General
did not think this was feasible in view of the attitude
of Congressman Smith toward some of your pollecles, in-
cluding the court plan, Alsc, 1t would be somewhat diffi-
cult to prefer Congressman Smith over Congressman Shanley.
¥Mr. Shanley, as you know, has been conslstently a supporter
of your policies from the beginning down to date, The
problem, therefore, seems to be to put forward someone
to whom Senator Maloney can make no objection and who would,
at the same time, be known as an ardent New Dealer.

I canvassed sundry names in my conversation with Mr,
Murphy and the more the matter was discussed, the more
1t seemed likely that the best cholce would be John C,
FltzGerald of New Haven, MNr. FltzGerald 1s e very scholarly
young lawyer and is the son of ocur old time friend, Davey
FitzGerald who, as you know, has been your enthusiastic
supporter in all of your policles and projects from the
beginning. Davey FitzGerald has felt a little reticent
about pushing his own son forward but T know 1t would
deeply please him if that cholce should be made,

I have reason to believe that Senator Maloney will
state to Attorney General Murphy that he, Senator Maloney,
has no ocbjection whatever to the appointment of young lMr,
FitzGerald. It 1s quite likely, therefore, that the Attorney
General may be Inclined to recommend the appointment. Such




The President Page .2,

an appolntment would therefore, seem to solve
of the practical difficulties and would place on the
Bench & young man of irreproachable character, of
great industry, of scholarly instincts and one destined
to grow in ability and efficlency as the years go on,
Moreover, he 1s dependably & true progressive with a .
progresalve outleook.

I encloase herewith in brief = sketch of his career.

Sine eﬂy ;

Enclosure



In re John C, FitzGerald of New Haven, Conn,

l. Age: 34.

8. fﬁ&;; course of study at Trinity College and one year
at the summer school at Columbis, pursuing his work preparatory
to teaching history and literature,

3. He obtained his degree at Trinity College and then
entered the Harvard Law School where he remained for some time
until trouble developed with his ear due to a cold, He con-
tinued taking his classes at Harvard Law School but the con-
dition of his ear made it necessary for him to deslst.

4. The next year he entered the Boston University School
of Law, completed his course there in the prescribed time,
made & good record, was Vice President of his class and received
his degres.

5. Before entering Trinity College, he prepared at Hopkins
Grammar School and graduated as President of his class.

6. He also took up graduate work at Roxbury before enter-
ing Trinity College. While at Roxbury he was contributor for
three years to the College paper, "The Tripod" and was editor
for over a year.

7. He was admitted to the bar in December, 1932 and began
practice in the office of his father, Honorable David E, FitzGerald
of New Haven.

8. At the present time he 1s on the Board of Editors of
the County Bar Journal and is Secretary of the County Bar Library
Assoclatlon and several of his articles have been publisghed
in the Bar Association Journal.

9. Two years ago, Governor Cross offered him the appoint-.
ment as Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for New Haven County
but he declined,

10. He 1s a member of the American Bar Asscclation, the
Connecticut and New Haven County Bar Associations and the
American Judicature Soclety.

11, Mr. FitzGerald has had experience in the Federal courts
but far greater experience in the state courts and especlally
in the highest appellate court of the state.

12, During the periocd from October 6, 1933 to May 3, 1939,
he partieipated in 22 important cases in the Supreme Court of
Errora of the State of Connectlcut, which 1s the hipghest appellate
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court in the State., He has had wide experience in the preparation
of cases for trial and in the preparation of briefs and in the

matter of
courta,

13,
ferred to

(a)
(v)
(e)
(a)
(e)
(£)
()
(h)
(1)
(1)
(k)
(1)
(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)
(a)
(r)
(s)
(t)
(u)
(v)

arguments before the courts, both trial and appellate
The 22 cases in the Supreme Court of Errors above re-
are the following:

Figher v. Sargent, 117 Conn, 496;

Frederick, Tr. v. Alling, et als., 118 Conn. 602;
O'Dea v. Chicago Bridge & Iron Works, 119 Conn. 3;
Boucher, et als. v. Godfrey, et als., 119 Conn. 622;
Lanna v. Konen, 119 Conn, 646;

Shannon, Admr, v. Eno, et als., 120 Conn. 773
Foley v. Douglas, st al., 121 Conn. 377;

Lewis v, Shannon, 121 Conn, 594;
Lucarelll v, Dodds, 121 Conn, 640;

Cyclone Fence Co. v, McAvine » et al., 121 Conn. 656;

Savage v. St, Aedan's Church, et al., 122 Conn, 343;

Iradesmens Nat'l. Bank v, Minor, et al., 122 Conn, 419;

Atkinson v, Molstein, 122 Conn, 611;

Vitale v, Burton, 122 Conn, 667 ;
Young v, Roodner, 123 Conn, 68;

Dadio v, Dadlo, 123 Conn, Bs;
Johnson v. City of New Haven, 123 Conn, 569;

State v, Olavieri, 123 Conn, 678;

First Nat'l, Bank, Admr. v, McCoy, et al,, 124 Conn. 111;
Dengs v. Giovanelll, et als., 124 Conn, 464;

Archambault v, Holmes, et al., 125 Conn. 167;

Webel v, ¥ale University, et al, (argued May 2, 1939)
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July 29, 1939

Dear Mlssy:

I should be greatly obliged 1if you
would see that the attached letter is
drﬁrn te the attention of the President

as soon as he returns.

Slncerely yours,

\%_@/
Miass Marpuerite A. LeHand

The White House
Viashington, D. C.
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

The President
The VWhite House
Washington, D. C,

My dear Mr., President: A

: Just a word (and brief as possible) about our
old-time friend, J [+ He 1s being pushed about rather
ruthlessly of late. e Decame President of General Aniline

about November 1, 1941. He accepted reluctantly and only
after much urging. The American directors,who after a long
struggle lasting all swmmer had obtained a ma jority on the
Doard, wanted an outstanding person for presldent whose name
was an unmlstakable symbol of true Americanism. They presented
the matter to him as & patriotic duty and because they needed
help in Americanizing the Company. The Directors fixed his
salary at precisely the amount paid to his predecessor. At
the time this tock place, the Company was under its own man-
agement and had full authority to act in any way it saw fit.
The salary, however, was purposely made payable monthly. The
reason for this was that the tenure of office was uncertain
at best and might prove very brief. During this limited per-
lod, John Mack has done a wonderful Job as the annual report
Just issued clearly shows. If let alone, he could make the
Company a really great one.

If he 1s moved out now, wilthout any prior under-
standing with him and without any expression of appreclation
for what he has done (and that seems to be the plan already
scheduled for next Monday), the whole affair will have been
a losing venture on his part, finanelally, personally, and
in every other conceivable way. The situation is a most dis-
tressing one and need not have occurred if Mack could have had
reasonable co-operation and a little courteous conalderation.
Perhaps 1t is not too late even now. I think g word to
Mr. Crowley would straipghten out the whole matter,

My thought 1s that a man 1ike John Mack, who has
acted in the utmost good falth and has rendered fine and effi-
clent service, should not be dealt with in a shabby fashion.

317
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The President . Bs March 13, 1942

One word more, Judge Mack has not the remotest
notlon that I am writing this letter and would not approve
of 1t 1f he knew. 1In fact, he might be very much irritated.
I believe, however, that he feels hurt and disturbed. Never=-
theless, he 1s the kind of friend whose loyalty 1s such that
he would rather cut off hils right arm than take his troubles
to you. This 1s my only excuse for writing this letter.

RBWIF F?rb
r___.-—* B - F




March 19, 1942

- FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CoRPORATION
i W < WASHINGTON

Dear Miss Tully:

Mr. Crowley is very appreciative of having the
atieched letter from Mr. Cummings in regard to Judge Meck

brought to his attention.
o e
mA L.

Morrison G. Tucker
hssistant to the Chairman

Hiss Grace Tully
The White House
'mmm’ 1 P
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