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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 22, 1044,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, E, R, STETTINIUS, JR,

For preparation of a memorandum
on which I can base a reply to Princess
Rene dw Bourbon,

F.D,R,

Letter to the President, 2-18-4L, Trom
Murgrethe, Princeass Rene de Bourbon, who en-
closes a letter from the (ountess Lotyebue,
740 Park Ave., H¥C., 1-14-44, who wants help

in getting her son, John D. Sanford, out of
a concentration camn at Complegne, France.
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ADCELEE OFFICIAL OO TR TS
THE BECRETARY OF BTATE
WARssenTON, D, £ |

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 29, 1944

MEMORANDUX FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Repatriation of
Mr, John Densmore Banford,

A talagm has jJust been received from the Ameri-
c.-m Legation at Bern which indicates that the German
Government has approved the ineclusion of Mr., John
Densmore Sanford in the current United States-German
exchange operation. This is th& case which Princess
Rene de Bourbon took up recently with you,

%7fpéqﬂmm i &
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YHE SECHETARY OF BTATE ;
AT, B, . .

ATATES

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1944

REPATRIATION OF JOHN DENSMORE SANFORD

Reference 1s made to your memorandum of February ez,
1944 regarding Princess Rene de Bourbon's ri?neut for
asglstance in repatriating Countess Kotzebue's son,
whose name according to our records is Mr. John Densmore
Banford,

Mr, Sanford, an American oivilian interned at
Complegne, France, is fifty years of age. His case was
speclally called to the attention of the 8Swiss Government
for consideration in seelecting Americans for repatriation,

Subsequently, the Germans sald that because of
"technical difficulties" the Americans in the current
exchange would be drawn from three camps in southeastern
Germany., We made representations in behalf of Americans
elsewhere, but have at the moment no assurance that any
non-official Americans will be repatriated from other
areas,

Further detalls regarding Mr. Sanford's case are
glven in the underlying memorandum,

Two coples of our press release regarding the ocurrent
exchange with Germany are enclosed for possible trans-
migslon to Princess Rene de Bourbon.

l. Memorandum of informatio
regarding Mr. Sanford's

2. Press release no, 43,

3. Letter from Princess
Rene de Bourbon,

4. Letter from Countess Kotzebue,




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington.

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REGARDING CASE =~
" OF MR, JOHN DENSMORE SANFORD.

Our records indicate that Mr. Sanford's American
cltizenship has been established and that he is reported
to be interned at Frontstalag 122, which 1s a eivilian
internment camp at Complegne, France.

For security reasons we were obliged to withhold
from the current exchange with Germany certain Germane
whose return was specifically requested by the German
Government. Accordingly, we feel that we cannot insist
upon the inelusion of specific non-official Americans in
this exchange. Furthermore, we feel that to do so might
80 emphasize their importance as to convinece the Germans
that they are persons probably worth detalning for
bargaining purposes.

On February 8, a week before the ipsholm set sail
for Europe, we arranged to have Mr, 8 case agaln
called to the attention of the Swise Government. Subse-
quently we received a communication emanating from the
German Government in which that Government stated that
because of "technical diffioculties" (probably disruption in
ite transportation facllities) the Americans to be returned
in the current exchange will be drewn from three internment
camps in southeagtern Germany. Since receipt of this
comminication, we have requested the Swigs Government, and
through i1t the German Government, to endeavor to overcome
these "technical diffioculties" so that deserving cases of
representative Americans, among whom is Mr., Sanford, may
be given an opportunity for inclusion in the exchange no
matter where they may be residing.

According to the terms of the current exchange agree-
ment, the.seleotion of those to be repatriated is to be on
& compasslonate basis, the aged and the infirm being glven
preference. We have not yet received the 1ist of non-
official Americane to be repatriated in the current exchange,
but in view of the German Government's attitude in this
matter as indicated above, we cannot hold out much prospect
of Mr. Sanford's being included in this exchange,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

FOR THE PRESS : FEBRUARY 15, 1944
' No. 48

The motorship gglgﬂnfigllaft New York today for Lisbon
under safe conduct from all the belligerents. It is carry-

ing 18 members of the former French diplomatic and consular
establishments in the United States, 26 German consular
officlals with their wives and families who came into the
custody of the United States durin military overations in
North Africa, a German consular officer and wife taken in
Italy and several hundred German nationals who entered the
United States in 1942 from certain of the other American re-
publics en route to Germany but wno were unable to continue
their voyage at that time, Other vassengers include about
375 German nationals being repatriated on humanitarian grnunda
because of 1llnees or other speclal circumstances ‘and 131
seriously sick and seriously wounded origoners of war, in-
cluding 14 from Canada, who are belng revatriated under the
orovieions of the Geneva Prisoners of War Convention.

On its return voyage from Lisbon the Gripsholm will bring
back to the United States the staff of the former American
Embassy at Vichy and of the Ameriocan Congular COffices in the
former unoccuoied zone of France, together with certain news-
vaper correspondents and relief workers numbering in all about
156, as well as 95 officlale of certain of the other American
reoublics, all of whom since early in 1943 have been held in
Germany., Some members of these grouos who for illneas ‘or
other reasons were unable to join them in Germany are ex-
pected to be added to the official party as 1t passes through
ance, .

In addition to the foregoing the Gripsholm is expected
to embark at Lisbon for return to the United States about

©75 nationals of the United States and of the other American
republics whom the German Government reciprocally is releas-
ing for repatriation on humanitarian grounds, and a number pf
seriously sick and seriously wounded American prisoners of
war who are belng repatriated by the German Government in
accordance with the orovigions of the Geneva Prigoners of War
Convention. The Department of State has not yet recelved
information concerning the names of the versons to be in-
cluded in these last two groupse as their selection will be
made in Eurepe,

Liste of those being revatriated will be made public as
soon as they are received.

On the voyage to Ligbon and return, the Gripgholm will
carry Red Cross relief supolies for ﬂriéanurs of war and
civilian internees as well as orisoner of war and civilian
internee mail.
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Dear Yargrethes-

I have just received the snolosed
from the Under Secretary of State showing
ut-.mmmmumum
GRIPSHOLM. Apparently nobody kmows why he
is met.

!uylwm.

FRAWKLIN D. ROOSEVELE

H. R. H,
The

?r:luml-nﬁhlﬁ-,
J:Hlutﬂ'hltnﬂ.
New York, N, ¥.

(Baclosure)
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THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WA, D G
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON 5
March 8, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SBubject: Repatriation of
Mr. John Densmore Sanford,

On February 29, I informed you that the Depart-
ment had recelved a telegram from the American Legation
at Bern which indicated that the German Government had
approved the ineluesion of Mr. John Densmore Banford in
the current Unlted States-German exchange operation.
This 1s the case which Princess Rene de Bourbon took
up recently with you.

The Department has Just received a telegram from
the Amerlcan Legation at Lisbon which glves the
passenger list of the exchange vessel Grips lm, and
I find that the name of Mr, John Densmore ord is
not included in this 1ist. The Department has no
information to indiecate why Mr. Sanford did not leave
German-controlled territory to partleipate in the
present exchange. Any pertinent information which

S be recelved will be promptly communicated to you,
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76 East 7th Street

Hew York

27T Murch, 1944

Hr, Preaidant .
Dear oirs ;

Bafore I lesve Tor ifrica as o Cantain in the
Prench Army, T went to thenk von, Sir, for sll vour
kindne=s towards ne. T hava pinost anant 4 vears over
nere and T will slvays keen n dpep fealing of pruatitnde
tn +he f.'u'l'mtr.'j' that bacame m¢ ascond home, Tt 1 herd
for me to leave ny wife, Wit T know how very kind you,
2fr, bave alvars been to anr and hor onny rood Friends
ahe has over here - Two of my sone are aleo 'n the Army
and T home to ase my deughter *n A%rfen vheare che aorves
se ppbvtlanca drivar,

i'e heve oll rest hore thet Franee w41l plae
rpnin with the supnort of yom, 24r, ama the w,2,4,

Gl Ei@ﬂrr Anerton,

Yours vory sincaraly,

(34 madi) RENE DE BONHRON

Canipin
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Mr. President
Dear Sir;:

Tt was so very kind of you to ask me to Hyde Park and T want
to thank you Sir, for having given me such & nice time. Tt was so very
nice to see you again Sir, end locking so wonderfully well, Maybe next
week T will be staying with Martha in her new nlace in Connecticut, it
will be fun seeing her again,

For the moment I am in Vermont staying with the sister of Lotty, o
she and her husband have a farm here. Tt is such a beautiful country
with mountains all around.

Thanking vou once more for all your kindness towards me Sir,

T remain

Yours very sincerely. niece

MARGRETHE

(Prnierey ove de P3omntors)
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THE WHITE HOUSE {:)e-!ﬁiiﬁbﬂjgw

WASHINGTOMN

Decamber 5, 104,

FOR YOUR INFORNATION,
F.D.R,

Transaitting carbon of memorandum which the
Preaident received from the Secratary of 3tate,
11/29/%4, in re repatriation of John Densmore
Sanford. Original memorandum retained for our
filana.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

Hovember 23, 1944
K i HDUM i THE PRESITENT

Subject: Repatriation of John Densmor
Eﬁoﬁ

I refer to your memorandum of February 22,
1944, regarding Princess Rene de Bourbon's request
for essistance in repatriating Countess Kotzebue's
son, Mr. John Densmore Sanford and to my memoran-
da of February 28 and 29 to you on this subject.

The Enhasg at Paris reports that Mr. John
Densmore Sanford called at the Embassy recently
and requested that the following message be sent
to Allene Kotzebue, 7.0 Park Avenue, New York:

"Liberated September lst working
in Paris. Henry ai Farm, Farm intact.
Building and three chateaux all right

also Lucy. Love."
The message has been transmitted to Mrs.
DeKotzebue.
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