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EXECUTIVE MANS|ON ALBANY WY W
PLEASE STUBY THE FOLLOWING PROPOSED PLANK AS | AM TOBAY
INTRORUCING IT IN RESOLUTION COMMITTEE ANE HAYE GIVEN TO THE
PRESS QUOTE WE FAYOR THE PAYEENT TO UNEMPLOYER VETERANS OF
THE WORLE WAR OF THE BALANCE TO BE DUE THEW
UPON THE IR ABJUSTEN COMPENSAT ION CERTIFICATES SUCH PAYMENTS TO BE MADE
IN A SERIES OF MONTHLY (NSTALLMENTS UNQUOTE MY STATEMENT ON
PLANK QUOTE THE SUGGESTED PLANK IS PROPOSER AS A FAIR SOLUTION
OF THE ABJUSTER COMPENSATION PROBLEM STOP THE CHIEF OPPOSITION TO
THE PAYMENT OF THESE CERTIFICATES ARISES BECAUSE OF THREE OBJECTIONS
FIRST IT 15 UNFAIR TC PAY CASH TO MEN WHO
HAVE JOBS AND INCOMES OR WHO ARE RECEIVING COMPENSAT ION FROM
THE GOVERNMENT AT THE PRESENT  TIME WHILE OTHER MILLIONS ARE
UNEMPLOYED AND RECE IVE NOTHING STOP SECONE A CASH PAYMENT WOULD
IN SOME INSTANCES BE EXPENRED UNNISELY AND ONLY A TRANSIENT
BEMNEF IT WOULD ACCRUE TO THE VETERAN STOP THIRB THE TREASURY
CANNOT STAND AN APPROPRIATION OF THE AMOUNT NECESSARY TO PAY
ALL CERTIFICATES IN FULL STOP THESE OBJECTIONS ARE MET BY
THE FAOPOSER PLANK STOP FIRST  ONLY THOSE VETERANS WHO ARE
CERTIFIED BY LOCAL UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS TO BE EWPLOYED
AND IN NECESSITOUS CIRCUMSTANCES lflLlLl OBTAIN THE PAYMENTS STOP THESE
MEN WILL NEVER WE WOPE HAVE GREATER NEED FOR THIS MONEY THAN AT PRESENT
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IN INSTALLMENTS COULR GIYE THE

STOP SECOND PAYING THE CERTIFICATES
VETERANS AN AVERAGE OF FIFTY DBOLLARS OR TWENTY FIVE DOLLARS
TRENTY MONTHS DEPENIING UPON THE

PER MONTH FOR TEN OR
WILL SUSTAIN THEM AND THEIR

PERCENTAGE PAIR EACH MONTH AND
FAMILIES UNTIL A BEMOCRATIC NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION CAN BRING ABOUT A

BETTERMENT OF PRESENT CONBITIONS STOP THIRB IT IS5 ESTIMATER THAT
NOT TO EXCEER THREE HUNDREE MILLION BOLLARS WOULW BE EXPENDER

IN ANY ONE FISCAL YEAR TO MEET THESE PAYMENTS STOP
THIS AMOUNT CAN BE CUT FROM OUR PRESENT GOVERNMENTAL EXPENNITURES

UNQUOTE .
HARRY H. WOOBAING.

510 P. M,
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IN this tme of unprecedented economic and
social diseress the Democratic Party declares its
conviction that the chief causes of this condition
were the disastrous policies pursued by our gov-
ernment since the World War, of economic isala-
tion, fostering the merger of competitive busi-
nesses ino monopolies and encouraging the
indefensible expansion and coneraction of credit
for privaze profic ac the expense of the public.

Those who were responsible for these policies
have shandoned the ideals on which the war was
won and thrown away the fruis of vicrory, thus
rejecting the greatest opportunity in history to
bring peace, prospericy, and happiness to our peo-
ple and to the world.

They have ruined our foreign trade; destroyed
the values of our commodities and products,
crippled our banking system, robbed millions of
our people of theie life savings, and thrown mil-
lions more out of work, produced wi.de-sl;ﬂw;[
poverty and brought the government to a stase of
fnancial distress unpm:eE:ntrd in time of peace.

The only hope for improving present condi-
tions, restoring employmens, affording permanent
relief to the people, and bringing the nation back
te the proud position of domestic happiness and
of financial, induserial, agriculrural commet-
cial leadership in the world lies in a drastic
change in economic governmental policies.

We believe thar a party plarform s a covenant
with the people to be faithtully kept by the parry
when entrusted with er, and that the people
are entitled to know i plain words the terms of
the contract to which they are asked 1o subscribe,
We hereby declare this to be the platform of the
Democratic Parey:

The Democratic salemnl I
priate amion @ p\um effect mimhﬁ
and reforms herein advocased, and to eradicase the poli-

cles, and ices herein condemped. W
ernmental expenditures by abolishing useless comenis-
and eliminating m-m::ﬁ;h;um‘
e el
e u
inlbeSmnmmk:Tﬂhnr:;‘unmﬂdm:m
portionare result.

We favor maintenance of the national credic by a
federal budger annually balanced on the basis of soourate
EXECULVE estimares within revenues, raised by o syseem of
raxaticn levied on the principle of ability 1o pay.

We sdvocate & sound cusrency 1 be preserved ar all

for them de for the needy; on of the
federal peay wv;!' and COMSTTACTIOn
affected with a public interest, such a3 sdeguate food

Wndmuﬂwrdﬂmplm & sub-
m.umm.;m;" hmmu!hbwiduum-w RE:
ment week by applying thar inciple in
pmmhﬁelzmx - Lo

interest AR amortization ving preference 1o
mﬂmmpmm-ﬁ sald
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may have the full benefit of the domessic

vide
works natural rescurces in the common infeses.
We advocate of the investing public

requiring 1o be with the ndm-nz
hdmﬁuﬂuﬂluuﬂu?:.?ﬂhdpmﬁm
tic socks and bonds true information s o bonuses,
commissions, principal invested, and incerests of che

Regulstion to the full extent of federal power of
{a) Holding companies which sell securities in
interseate commerce ;



We advocae the Idlwﬂjunw
iry for all war veeerans who have suffered disshility or
disease caused by or resulting from sosl service in
time of war and for their dependents.

We advocue u firm foreign policy, including peace
with all the world and the sert of internazional
dispate by arbitration; no interference in the intermal
affsirs of other natons; the sancity of reaties and the
maintensnce of good faith and of will in financial
obligations; adherence to the World Court with append-
ing reservations; the Pact of Paris abolishing war as an
instrumenst of national pelicy, o be made effective
provisions for consulmnon and conference in case
theeatened wiclations of treaties.

Internations] agreements for reduction of armaments
and cooperstion with nations of the Western Hemi-
sphere to maineain che spiric of the Moarce Docrine,

We cancellation of the debes owing o the
Unired ;m by foreign nations.

Independence for the Philippines; ultimate starchood
foe Porto Rioa, :

The emp ¢t of American citizens in the oper-
ation of the Panama Canal.

Simplificstion of legal procedure and recrganization
u!rhp:ud.ir.i:l system to make the amainment of jusiice
speedy, certain, snd 4 bess cost

Continuous  publicity of itical comtributions and
expenditures; lrmphrm'ngpzlf the Corrupt Practices
Ac and severe penalties for misappropriation of cam-
paign funds.

We advocate the repeal of the Eighteenth Amend-
ment, To effect such repeal we demand thar the Con-
gress immedistely propose 1 Constitutional Amendment
ro truly Ezpd'ueuun'ﬁr comventions in the sares called
to act solely on thar proposal. We urge the enacment
of such measares by the several states a3 will acnually
promote temperance, effectively prevens the return of
the saloon and bring the liquer traffic into the open
under complere sapervision and control by the states,

We demand thas the Federal Government effectively
exercise its power to enable the stares to peobeer them-
selves againse im ion of liquors in
violation of their laws,

Pending repeal, we favor immediste modification of
the Volscead Act o legalize the manufacture and sle

We condemn the
moncy in political activities,

We condemn paid lobbies of special interests to in-
fluence members of Congress and other public servants
h,-pu:ml]cnu:u._

mimﬁhmmyﬂnuﬂmﬂ%ﬂ
commitees 0o cumail the extcravagant i of
the government and to revoke improvi subsidies

and excessive wse of

Wemn&mndummnfmhyﬂum
Dcpnm:nm-:fm u SECUETiLies
offered by @ i hma';ﬁ: t of which
i i bonds have been

We condemn the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Law, the pro-
hibitive rates of which have resulted in retaliacory action
by more than forty countries, created international eno-
neenie hostilities, desroyed incernacional trade, driven
farmer of his foreign markees, increased the cost af

Equal rights to all; special privileges o none.
-y
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The platform suggestions submitted by the American Farm Bureau

P.2 - Farm Bureau.

Federation to the convention resolutions committee are as followa:

I.

Fe recognize that the restorution of Americun agriculture to a firm
basis of prosperity is a first essential to general welfare of our Nation.

To this end, we pledge to the American farmers effective protection
of the American market for that portion of his production consumed in America.

To accomplish this, we pledge First, Immediate unnctn;nt of measures
necessary for the disposal of accumulated agricultural surpluces so as to remove
their depressing effect on American price levels for such commodities.

Second, Such emorgency measures must be enacted as are necessary for
the immediate improvement of the price levels of basic agricultural commodities.

Third, we further pledge the Party to so amend "The Agricultural
Marketing Act" #s will provide an opportunity for the commodity to bear the costa
2f proper and effective control of thot part of its production which is above
lomestiec requirements.

II.

ARIFF AND THE MARKETING ACT.

The Party pledges itself to make such revision of tariff schedules
s is necessary to give true parity of protoction to agriculture with other
ndustry.

The Amcrican farmer is entitled not only to tariff schedules on his
roducts but to protection from substitutes therefor.

III.

TABILIZATION OF THE UNIT OF VALUE,

Fluctuations in the average commodity price level unbalance all re-
itionships between the difforent classcs of our people, especially the re-

ttionship of debtor end ereditor. When such changes are large, great hardships

- More -



5 - Farm Bureau.

are entailed.

It is, therefore, imperative that in order to.aavu millions of our
people from bankruptcy that the general price level of commodities be restored
to that prevailing when the average of the long term debts, both public and
private, were cnntrasﬁad. i

The Party, therefore, pledges itself to so amend the monetary laws
as to make the gold unit constant in purchasing power; to work in conjunction
with other nations to re-establish silver to its proper place in monetary use
end to make such changes in the currency and credit system that it shall be fully
responsive to the requirements of agriculture, industry, commerce and all other
classes of our people without favor or bias.

Iv.
AGRICULTU CREDITS,

Wie pledge the necessary adjustments in our federal reserve system
to provide agriculture with credits as easily availeble and as adjustablc to
varying economic conditions as are enjoyed by other groups.

We pledge the further development of the federal farm loan system
to the end that it will fully meet the farm mortgage requirements of agriculture.

V.
GOVERNMENT NOMY ,
Wie pledge that such governmental economies will be effected as are

necessary to bring the totecl cost of government to a proper relationship with

the income of the people.
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Agrieal fure

Twilve years of Hepublican neglest of agriculture and
subservigoey to powerful interests opposed to agricultural squality
wars endf by the people at the polls inm 1932 after agricultural
declins a4 lad ¢ nation-wids dapression.

Be Administration which was insugurated on Mareh 4, 1933, has
kapt fath with the farmers threugh policies which have restored to
them amamsurs of prosperity. This ie evidenced by the recovery of
famm jriees from the depths of 1932;the inoresss of about thres billlion
fol'ses in =nrmal eash farm inooww; and substantial isprovement in
tuglrese and ssployment throughout the natien.

The record of this Adninistration on agrleoulture speaks for

iteall and includes!

1. Eateblishment in tha law of the prineiple of agrieul tural
gounlity, of parity of farmm income.

2. 4ih pooperation with three million farmers in national pro-
(rors to halanes thelr production with effective demand.

Z. Jarm eredit leglslation to atop the wave of farm foreclowmures,

palt psmosmiration of lanc ewnership, and afford credit mt low interest

to ‘armers and farmers' cooparatives.



4. Transfer of natienal money powers from Wall Street
“mshingten; ressgnitien of agriculture's interest in shaping national
money policies; creation of Federal gold walustisn powers which pae-
teoted the farmers against ruimous daflation.

5. Legislation providing for effective regulation of commodl ty
exchanges.

€. Actual steps for sonservation of the natlon's most valuahle
ssset of the soil, forests, oll and other amatural rescurces, in contrast
to the Hepublicsn party's resord of waste and scandml.

7. The Bural Elsetrificatien program.

8. Heversal of the rulnous tariff discrimination mgminst agri-
culture fypified by the Bmoot-iawley ict, complstien of 14 reciprecal
trade agressents which are mederating extreme tariff rates and reopening
marcets for femm exports sbroasd.

5. Hmsotment of the smergenoy drought rollef act to protect
farmers and toie nation from the worst drought in the nation's hi story.

10. Assistance to livestock, deiry mnd frult producers snd thelr
cooparatives; AlA marceting s reements and orders; Fedaral Eurplus pur-
chasss to prevent market collapses; the Foderal Cattle Disesse kradics-

tien program.

On the feregeing reserd, the Democratic party stands. We alse
affirm that, to sesure the mntimusnce of national recovery, the fight fer
agricultural squality must and shall go on. To further that great csuse

ws pladge:



1. Oomtimsd paymsmts mad other Fedsral wupport of farsers'
sfforts %o opsrate nation-wide soll conservation programs; eoeperstion
with the states mmd smsouragement of inter-state compacts so that
farmsrs may within the surremt judieial interpretation of the
OGomstitubien to protest themselves against the devastating effects
of huge wurpluses.

2. A permsnent system of commodity losms, patternsd after the
benafiolal eorn lomms, to prevent sessonal wurpluses from unduly affecting
maricet priee levels. The loans to be maldes, in pericds of low prices
dus to excessive wupplles or oentraction of foreign narkets, to farmer:s
participating in agricultural programs. The ssount of the loam per
bushel or other wmit would depend on sffectivensss of adjustment pregrams
in preventing hesvy sccmmlation of sapplies.

. Tigorous snoouragment of farmers' cooperntives; broadsr uss
of AL marketing agreememts to stabllisze marketings of milk, fruits smd
spsalal crope; wupport of farm cooperatives in emergency by federal
purchases for relief or other non—commereial dlstributien.

4. Further memsures to reverse the dsagerous trend during three
Republioen Administrations toward tensnoy and eerperation farming; Federal
legislation sush as the Bankhesd-Jones bill to add tenants to bescome
owners; inarsassd payments %0 mall farmere under agriceltural oonserve-
tien programs.

5. Farther dsvelsyment of farmer owned and controlled oredit
aystems to provide smpls short and long term losms at interost rates

commensurates with those swvallsble 0 other American industries.



&, Resubmission for ratification of the Bt. Lawrenss waterway
treaty with Cantds.

7. Revival of sxpert marikets for sgricultural produsts by
noderation 6f extrems tariff barriers through reeiproeal trade agres-
memis, with smple pretectien for farm preducer greups sgainst injury
from suddes or sdmormal inorsases in imperts of their commodities.

The Umited States can mot sell abroad umless it vuys shread. Fressrvation
of the Reoiprocal Trade Acresment Act is vital to sgriculture and industry.

8. In ths future ms in the past we prepose to emsourage
development of new industrial uses mni new markets for fam products.
¥e do net fawor, however, artificially stimulated oroduction of agri-
oul fural Peesedities which must be seld either st homs or sbrosd for
meager prices, with consequent lossss to the taxzpayers and to the

soll iteelf.

8. &4 new Fedeora® arop Insurance plan to provide farmers an
additlonal safegmard against natursl calsmities such ms dreught snd fleed.
This would supplement existing income imsurance features of the ALk
paymente. It would afferd farmers opportunity to lake out crop insurance
with premiume based on farm productivity as sstablished in the agriocultural

conservation pregram and deduoted from conservation payments.

¥e belisve that the rights of sconomic demoerssy are as precious
to farmers and to all the peopls as the rights of pelitical demoeraay.
In that belief, sad becsuse s:ocess of any farm progres depsmds wen

participation by farmers at every step, we will support eperatiem of



Tuture pregrams by farmers through county assceiations smd committee-
men of their own choosing.

We recognise the unity .; interest that exists between the great
agricultural regions, and the mutual dependence of agriculture and
labor upen each ether's purchasing power. We reject as reactionary
and ineredidle the propositien that the agricultural pun_- is a loeal
matter. We pledge that Demecratic Party poliey will be based upen the
fandmmental principle that agricultural welfare and national welfare

are linked inseparably.
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READ THIS

BOOKLET
lf you are interested in the work-
ing principles outlined, . . . or

If you would like to initiate a
movement in this direction in your
own competitive group, . . . or

If you have any suggestions
for executing these principles,
FPlease Write GEO. A. HORMEL,
Post Office Box 606, Bevery Hills,
California.

This is one of 3,000 copies
being sent to a carefully selected
list of business men throughout
the nation who are known to be
interested in social and economic
progress.

Your comments will be treated
as strictly confidential, and those
writing will be given in return a
summary of the replies received.




THE
GOLDEN RULE WAY
TO
UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF
by

GEORGE A. HORMEL
Chaitman of Foard
George A. Hormel and Company

The opportunity to earn o decent living is
the inalicnable right of every
American citizen,

Fer any iajormadion, write
GEDRGE A. HORMEL
Bog 606, Bevesly Hills, Califarnia
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THE CODE OF THE AGES
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., THE GoLbEN RuLE
Do UNTO OTHERS

ASYOU WOULD
HAVE THEM DO

Literary Digest—June 3, 1922,

“President Harding invited 41 leaders of
the iron and steel industry to dine with him
al the White House and discuss the feasihil-
ity of abolishing the twelve-hour work day
in the steel mills,"

The Outlook—Vaol. 134, Page 572,
Aung. 15, 1933:

“Ume of Mr. Hording's last sets before
he left Washington on the trip that ended
in his death, was to urge Judge Gory o
second lime o move ol onee In the matter
of reducing the workers' day from teelve
to elght howrs. A fortnight later Judge
Gary ns President of the Ameriean Iron
and Steel Institute, and Chairman of the
U. 8 Sweel Corporation, announced thsi
the steel industry would make an imme-
diate beginning in the elimination of the
rwelve-hour day.™



THE GOLDEN RULE WAY
TO
UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF

No matter whether we have a Democratic or
Republican administration, as long as unemploy-
ment continues on the present scale American
business will bhe taxed for relief funds.

Even with the tremendous government spend.
ing, only industries in essential lines are active,
With more than ten million people jobless, and
commercial loans begging at less than one per-
cenl, it does not spell business recovery,

In spite of the highest taxes in the history of
our nation, our administrations’ greatest problem
is to provide adequate funds to meet the Federal,
State and Municipal budgets,

OUR ONLY HOPE FOR TAX
RELIEF IS TO PUT THE
UNEMPLOYED TO WORK

When the war broke oul a wave of prosperity
set in with feverish activity. It was then that a
miracle took place which changed the whole
basis of American life. After our own country
entered the war, the army took large numbers of
the best of our young men. This ereated a short-
age of labor and the wage rate was correspond.
ingly increased. Everyone was busy through-
out the war period, and wages were the highest
they had ever been in the history of the world.

What followed the close of the war
should be a guide to industry in the
future. We shortened the hours and
substantially maintained the pay, and
that was the greatest contribution to

our period of prosperity.

$

At the end of the war the demand on Amer.
ican industry for war supplies was cut off, and
the time for an economic readjustment had ar-
rived. This was one of the most serious prob-
lems we ever faced, but a depression was pre-
vented at that time by supplying a need. The
need was employment for the men return.
ing from overseas, and we supplied that need
by reducing hours of labor,

At that time the railroads were operated by
the government and an eight-hour day without
reduction in wages was established. But in-
dustry was reluctant to follow, claiming, as
some claim today, that the increased cost of liv-
ing would reduce buying and retard industry,
thus throwing labor out of work.

However, President Harding conferred with
the leading business men of the nation, urging
the adoption of the shorter hour day. After
several sessions with the heads of the steel indus-
try, the ten and twelve-hour day was reduced to
an eighthour day, and it was only a short time
until eight hours became the working schedule
for nearly all lines of business throughout the
nation,

It is stated that the late Judge Gary,
then at the head of U. 8. Steel, was
strong in his contention that it was the
best thing that ever happened for
business,

The following years drew millions of people
from the farm into town and city industries, and
the ex-farmer became an industrial consumer, In-
creased efficiency in farming gave an over-supply
of agricultural products, notwithstanding the
decreased number of farmers,

However, in the later twenties the nation be-
gan to feel the effect of the many new labor.
saving and automatic machines in industry. Often
when such a machine was invented one man

e
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operating it would do the work of ten or twenty,
but industry failed to divide the work among
all the willing workers. Therefore they must
either remain idle or go back to the farm 1o
crowd the ranks of agriculture,

Newer industries failed to spring up as fast as
labor-saving machines were installed. The more
we sent men back to the farm, the more the
excess of farm products increased, until in 1920
and 1930 our elevators and warehouses were bulg-
ing with a surplus of foodstuffs. The law of sup-
ply and demand lowered market prices of farm
products’to a level which was under their cost
of production. Henee demand for farm re-
lief.

The year 1929 brought our greatest crisis and
found our people drunk with speculation. Then
came the stock market erash. This was a tremen-
dous shock to buying power, Business was at a
standstill, Manufactured goods began to accu.
mulate. Business America became panicky.

We cut and slashed prices to make sales, Later
we cut and slashed wages to reduce cost, and by
so doing further curtailed buying power, and
in this way we utterly destroyed the most
perfect economic situation this country had ever
enjoyed.

In other words, the reduced pay sapped the
life blood from our business system and within
six months we were in the depths of depression,
Withdraw one-third of the blood frem the
human system and we have a sick patient with
many ailments. Likewise, if we reduce the pay
check by one-third we withdraw one-third of the
money from circulation, and we have an anemic
nation, with grave disorders in many of its eco.
nomic departments,

Is it not reasonable, therefore, to conclude
that a transfusion of money throughout the
arteries of our national trade will revive our

L
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sick nation and restore business 1o normal

health?

Here, then, we find the solution to
our problem, through shortening the
hours of labor and increasing the pay
check of those now at work. The in.
creased buying power thus established
will put into circulation billions of
dollars, which will revitalize our na.
tional life.

The idea of shorter hours and more pay is not
new. We are not required to experiment, We
applied this very remedy to a sick nation after
the war. It resulted in prosperity. Is there any
good reason why the same treatment will not
be just as effective today?

Let us see how this remedy will work. A
thirty-six hour week for all employees between
the ages of eighteen and sixty, a $4.00 per day
minimum basic wage for figuring hourly rates
for common labor, with skilled workmen higher
in proportion, would mean an increase of $8.00
per week over the NRA basis of $16.00 per week,

There are at least thirty-five million wage
earners on our payrolls. If each pay check is
increased $8.00 per week it would mean $280..
000,000 added money eirculating through all
avenues of trade each week,

For every added dollar that is spent,
someone must work to make that which

the extra dollar buys.

It is claimed that the extra spending of
£280,000,000 weekly will create enough jobs
to put ten million of the unemployed back to
work within six months.

The combined new buying power ($240,000,.
000 per week) of the newly employed, and the
increase of $280,000,000 of those at work, will
place more than $500,000,000 of added money
into circulation every week.
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Is it not reasonable to conclude that the addi-
tion of two billion dollars a month to our buying
power and the thirty-six hour work week will re-
sult in giving every willing worker a job and will
restore prosperity to every line of industry and
business?

Every employer might well ask himself the
question—is it more hazardous to add a trifle
to the selling price of his product in order to
insure an increased pay check, and pass it on
to the consumer, than to pay the tremendous
Federal, State and Municipal taxes which are
unavoidable, and will continue to be so as long
as we permit millions to remain jobless?

Is it as costly and ruinous as the income and
inheritance tax?

Can we reasonably expect anything but de-
structive taxation if economic disorders are not
corrected by our business leaders them.
selves?

Is not employment assurance, after
all, the most sound business insur-
anee ?

We have reached the crisis. Something must
be done.  The longer we defer shortening hours
and raising pay, the more burdensome will be.
come our taxes and the more we will be encour-
aging crime, Communism and Socialism.

The burden of a substantially in.
creased pay check would be a much
lesser burden than that which indus-
try has already attempted to carry.

In the company in which the writer is inter-
ested, for example, the statistical report for the
year ending October 26, 1935, shows an average
of 2925 people employed at the main plant in
Austin, Minnesota. The total tonnage of pack-
ing house product sold during the year was
336,259,660 pounds. According to these figures,
it would require adding to the price of the
product sold, three-tenths of a cent per pound in
order to increase each pay check $8.00 per week.

corpm o —
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One of the leading milling companies in
America advised that it would require adding
six cenls to the cost of a barrel of flour to in-
crease each pay check on their payroll $8.00
per werk,

Like a thunderclap out of a clear sky our
government demanded of the meat packer a
processing tax of $2.25 per hundred on all hogs
slaughtered, or about $5.00 per hog. For the
year ending October 26, 1935, this tax amount-
ed to $4,325,017.39 for our Company at Austin,
while our entire plant payroll totalled $3,730,
407.07 for the same period. In other words,
the processing tax for the year amounted to
£594,610.32 more than was paid in wages.

The government at the same time demanded
of the miller a processing tax of $1.38 per bar-
rel of Alour, This enormous tax of the packer
and the miller was added to the cost of what
they produced. Like any other item, the tax was
passed on to the consumer.

According to the above figures, the processing
tax cost $2.25 per cwl., while the cost of an 88,00 -
weekly increase in pay would only be $.30 per
cwt, The processing tax for the miller was §1.38
per barrel of flour, while an $8.00 higher weekly
pay check would only cost 8,06 per barrel.

Surely all industries in their respec-
tive groups could somehow afford. this
extra cosl. Would not every line of
business benefit by the extra buying
power if all workers received a higher
rate of pay?

Since the educated brain from our high schools
and universities has entered your business and
my business, it has developed efficiency meth-
ods and labor-saving machinery which has mul-
tiplied the production per man so enormously
that a trifle added to that which is produced will
make possible the increased pay check and the
thirty-six hour week,
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Is it not maore reasonable to give money di.
rectly to the employee than to have it collected
by governmental agencies and redistributed with
a high and necessary wastage?

Application of the Principle of
Give and Take

The Golden Rule will work in business, Tt is
the selution of our unemployment problem. The
fundamental law of human life i= service, co-
operation. All progress of our race must be
measured in terms of this law.

America has excelled all other nations because
it has recognized and put into practice this prin.
ciple to a higher degree than any other country,

The employer, in helping the worker
and the unemployed, will inevitably help
himself,

Why should we let unscrupulous employers
who chisel for longer hours and lower pay, dis-
rupt a uniform basic policy? Why not discour-
age the demand for government regimentation
and regulation of business by a voluntary uni.
form basic work day und wage seale?

True, industry can take care of only part of
the unemployed, but indestry can take the initia-
tive in adopting a thirty-six-hour week now, the
same as it did following the war when the
working schedule was reduced from a ten and
twelve-hour day to an eight-hour day,

It set the example, and employers of labor
throughout the nation followed. It required
no law to establish the eight-hour day. Tt
will require no law to establish o thirty-six
hour week.

A Yoluntary Rather Than a Legislative
Solution

The business flurry we are having now is not
enduring. When more than ten million remain
unemployed, this activity i= artificial. Govern.
ment spending is like a hypodermic; when the
administration of government funds ceases, we
will again have increased wnemployment and
business depression.

We reached the lowest depth of our depression
within six months after we cut and slashed the
pay in 1932,

Cut the pay check mow 8800 s week and
within six months half of our present industries
will, for lack of buying, close up shop.

Increase the pay check $8.00 a week and
within six months, with a thirty.six heur week,
every willing worker will have a job and we
will have renewed business activity in every line,

By what method can we achieve the shorter
hour day and higher pay? It is suggested that
every local Chamber of Commerce throughout
the country cooperate with the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States and the National
Association of Manufacturers of the United
States. and sign up employers in establishing the
readjustment of hours and wages, to become
effective on a certain date,

No employer will suffer because the relative
level of competitive cost for each group will
advance by the same amount for all. If indus-
try and commerce take the lead, employers in
miscellancous lines will be obliged to fol-

low.

Whatever plan is adopted, action must not be
delayed. Tt makes no difference what adminis.
tration is in power. Our problem is one for
American business to solve and must not
be left for legislative solution.
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Buying power is the paramount need. An
increased pay check is no tax on businesa; it is
passed on 1o the consumer. We must either puat
the jobless to work with higher pay and stop the
meed of huge governmen! spending, or submit
to continoed increases in taxes each year which
are bound to ruin us,

Would not the universal

of the Golden Rule Plan belp ta lift
our people once more o 8 plane of
pell.respecting  citi: hip through
honest employment, so that it will
again be troe In Tact that this is =«
nation “of the people, by the people
und for the people.”
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PREFACE

{ From radie speech by Governor Franklin D, Roosevelt,
July 30, 1932)

In the olden days campaigns were conducted
amid surroundings of brass bands and red lights,
Oratory was an appeal primarily to the emotions
and sometimes to the passions. It always has been
my feeling that with the spread of education,
with the wider reading of newspapers and es-
pecially with the advent of the radio, mere
oratory and mere emotion are having less to do
with the determination of public questions under
our representative system of government. Today
common sense plays the greater part and final
opinions are arrived at in the quiet of the home.
I am weighing all the things which I have learned
in all my years in public service—first in Albany
21 years ago, then during & busy years in Wash-
ington interspersed with visits into all the States
of the Union and, during and after the war. to

the nations of Europe; then in these latter years

in my tasks as Governor of New York.

The only hope for improving present condi-
tions, restoring employment, affording permanent
relief to the people and bringing the nation back
to its former proud position of domestic happi-
ness and of finaneial, industrial, agricultural and
commercial leadership in the world lies in a
drastic change in economic and governmental
policies.
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PROPHECY AND PERFORMANCE

“The Republican Party isn't a ‘Poor Man's Party’: Re-
publican prosperity has erased that degrading phrase from
our political vocabulary, Republican properity has reduced
hours and increased earning capacity, silenced discontent,
put the proverbial ‘chicken in every pot'. And a car in
every backyard, to boot." Advertisement in N. Y. American,
Oct. 20, 1928,

“Hea organized 5,000,000 unemployed men back to their
jobs, and he organized export outlet for their product. He
showed manufacturers how to adjost thelr plans and re-
adapt their machinery to new conditions.” Hoover adver-
tisement in N. Y. Times, Oct. 21, 1828,

YA wote for Herbert Hoover is & vote for ezperience, not
experiment—a vole for the continuance of an administration
which has led America to new peaks of achievement—a
vote for the party which has wiped soup-kitchens, strikes
and bread lines from the land.” Hoover advertisement in
N. Y. Times, Oct, 28, 1028,

“The fundamental business of the country, that is, pro-
duction and distribution of commodities, is on & sound and
prosperous basis."—President Hoowver, Oct, 25, 1929,

“There is no remson why business could mot be carried on
a& usual."—President Hoover, Oct. 25, 1029,

“The sudden threat of unemployment and the ecollection
of the economie comsequences of previous depressions under
n much less secure financial system, created unwarranted
pessimism and fear. We have re-established confidence."—
President Hoover in message to Congress, Dec. 3, 1929,

“I wish to emphasize that during the past year (1928) the
naticn has eontinued to grow in strength, Our people have
advanced in comfort."—President Hoover in message to Con-
gress, Dee, 3, 1929, *

All the evidencs indicates that the worst effects of the
crash and unemployment will have passed during the next
sixty days"—President Hoover in press statement, March
7. 1830,

“Wa have now passed the worst."—White House statement,
May 1, 1980,

“The income of & large part of our people has not been
reduced,”"—White House statement, Oct. 1880,

“We have already weathered the worst of the storm."—
White House statement, Dec. 3, 1930,
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THE ROOSEVELT CREED
By
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I, too, believe in individualism; but T mean it in everything
that the word implies,

I believe that our industrial and economic system {8 made
for individual men and women, and not individus] men and
women for the benefit of the system.

I believe that the individual should have full liberty of
action to make the most of himself; but T do not believe that
in the name of that sacred word a few powerful interests
ghould be permitted to make industrinl cannon-fodder of the
lives of half of the population of the United States.

I believe in the sacredness of private property, which
means that I do not believe that it should be subjected to
the ruthless manipulation of professional gamblers in the
stock markets and in the corporate systam.

I share the President’s complaint agninst regimentation;
but unlike him, I dislike it not only when it is carried on
by an informal group amounting to an economic Government
of the United States, but when it is done by the Government
of the United States itself.

I believe that the government, without becoming a prying
bureaueracy, can mct as a check or counter-balance to this
oligarchy 80 as to secure initiative, life, a chance to work
and the safety of savings to men and women, rather than
safety of explaitation to the exploiter, safety of manipulation
to the financial manipulator, safety of unlicensed power to
those who would speculate to the bitter end with the welfare
and property of other peaple.

The word “individualism™ is a bitter word in the mouths
of Republican leaders, wha have fostered regimentation
without stint or limit. Opposition to financial exploitation
is a ghastly sham in men who have created, encouraged
and brought into being the very power of exploitation. We
must get back to first principles: we must make American
imilvidu-lltm what it was intended to be—equality of oppor-
tunity for all, the right of exploitation for none,

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT

HE early life of Franklin Delano Roosevelt was ideal

in its wholesome Americanizm, in its opportunities to
“learn by doing™ and in the stern teaching of personal devo-
tion to duty. Even those who know him best often wonder
that one man can so perfectly understand the viewpoint of
the dirt farmer and the city laborer, the man in the street
and the one in high places—and ean so quietly, impartially,
firmly, uphold the rights of each and achieve a fair deal
for all.

The elue lies in the background and training which fitted
the boy exceptionally well for the responsibilities of the man,
He was the only child of James Roosevelt, descendant of
early Dutch settlers, and Sara Delano Roosevelt, of equally
fine Colonial ancestry, and was born January 30, 1882, in
a fine old home overlooking the Hudson River, surrounded
by trees and looking across & field where the hay had been
cut for over a hundred wyears. His godfather was Elliott
Roosevelt, only brother of Theodore, who was at that time
just beginning his political career.

The boy “learns hy dolng”

As a boy, young Franklin reamed the woods, read in the
well-stocked library, rode horseback and took n child's eager
interest in all that pertained to the management of a large
and prosperous farm. He thus laid the foundation of a
self-reliance and of a fine, sturdy physique which was to
earry him Inter through the tension of war days and political
campaigns, through serious dizease to the succeasful fulfilling
of the exacting duties of the Governorship of a great state.
At the age of fourteen, he sailed his own Z1-foot boat across
the Bay of Fundy and learned navigation by experience as
well as theory, He traveled abroad, eycling from country to
country.

Breaking athletle records

At school, he broke athletie records, kept up his clusswork
without difficulty but without enthusiam, and was prevented
from running away to enlist in the Navy during the Spanish-
American War only by coming down with measles the very
day he planned to smuggle himself off the grounds in the
“ple-man's" traveling wagon. In 1000, he entered Harvard,
meaning to study law thereafter. His active brain enabled
him to complete the four-year course in three, at the same
time keeping up with campus activities of all sorts, Early
taught by his illustrious cousin Theodore that good ecitizen-
ship demands both an interest in polities and an active share
in its burdens, he used his position as editor of the college
paper to preach this doctrine. He exposed the famous “fire
esenpe” seandals and bucked his first “machine” by denoune-
ing the control of class elections by select cluba,
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Meanwhile, young Franklin Roosevelt did not neglect more
personal interests, and soon after graduntion he marcied
Miss Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, his distant cousin and thi
favorite nlece of the President. Theodore Roosevelt gave
the bride away, dashing from s St Patrick's day parade
in New York to the ceremony. With typical Roosevelt en.
thusiasm, the young wife threw herself whole-heartedly into
her hushand's interests, and when after & brief period of
law practice he was urged to run for state senator from his
home community of Hyde Park, long ruled by Republican
boases, her influence was thrown on the side of his public
duty,

Even in this first campaign, Franklin D. Roosevelt broke
traditions. He campaigned from an automobile, then a
detested “contraption” hated by farmers—and yet was
elected over his complacent opponent by a strong rural vote.
Ignoring the commen lpgislative practice of living at home
and visiting the capital only on certain days, the Roose-
velts, with their three small children, moved to Albany, in-
stalling themselves in o comfortable house which was to
bocome famous as headquarters of a little group of Demo-
eratic insurgents.

A young senator stamds flem

Few of the old-line politicians paid any atiention to the
election of the green young senator from Dutchess County,
but Big Tim Sullivan of New York City fame had been
seized with prophetic powers when he read the names of
newly elected legislators, His exclamation “If we've eaught
a Roosevelt, we'd better take him down and drop him of
the doek!™ fortold trouble which was only & few months in
caming. Then the smooth “machine” election of a United
States Senator was rudely arrested. William H. Sheehan's
confident progress to Washington was threatensd and then
blocked by an absurdly small group, held together by the
cournge and high spirits of young Franklin D, Roosevelt
To the dismay of seasoned politicians, including the famous
Charlie Murphy of Tammany Hall, Sheehan was defeated.
At twenty-nine Roosovelt had won his #PUTS 88 An AggTressive
liberal leader, with a definite program and the ability to
carry it through against experienced, organized opposition.
And when, soon after, he publicly refused an appropriation
which he sald his home district did not need, his reputation
wis senled—to old-time politicians at loast—as a very dan-
gerous man, However, his constituents expressed their ap-
proval of his qualities by their strong afMrmative vote for
his re-election,

Meanwhile in Jersey another progresaive Demoerat was
fighting for truly representative government, Roosevelt met
Woodrow Whson—he went to the convention of 1912 a
Wilson man. Wilson was elected, and Roosevelt, then a
member of o senntorial committes to investigate viee condi-
tions in New York City, was offored the assistant secretary-
ship of the Navy, Six weoks after his 31st birthday he took

Franklin D. Roosevelt 7

the cath of office, and from 1918 on he had under his imme-
dinte direction the civilian personnel, the navy yards and
docks, and the purchasing of supplies. He inaugurated overy
sort of reform, from foreing the “middies” to learn to swim
to breaking the organized system by which stesl and other
manufacturers sold materials to the Navy—at their own
price. He turned the navy yards from white elephants
into busy manufacturing plants within a few years, saving
the country many millien dollars. And when war broke oat,
it was found that the Navy had collected data on more than
18,000 industrial plants, had contracts for a year's supplies,
and had metully placed orders for guns, ammunition and
other equipment.

Helping to win the War

It was Roosevelt who suggested the first government war
labor board, who commandeered materials from private con-
cerns, and who fought constantly to eliminate dead wood and
to adopt such imaginative and effoctive war mensures as the
North Sea barrage—made possible by an invention he spon-
sored—and the building of American submarine chasers. He
appealed to the uniformed force by his lack of official aloof-
ness and for the spirit shown by such acts as his prompt
descent in & submarine immediately after one had sunk on
the Pacifie Const with all hands on board, In the Depart-
ment, his harmonious relations with the laboring men under
him were based on equally =slid ground.

At & time when there was frequent and inevitable friction
between employers and labor, Roosevelt had direct charge
of 125,000 men, workers on Navy projects, and by virtve of
his honest desire to give every man a square denl and his
ability to grasp all sides of a question, he came triumphantly
through a time when such relations were often seriously
strained. He never expected to have labor trouble and he
never had labor trouble—nor did the navy workmen have
employer trouble, Between the two existed a mutual lking
and respect that was more than skin-deep,

Under fire In the War Zone

During thess busy years, Franklin Roosevelt had refused
to run for Governor of New York State and, again refusing
the nomination in 1818, had suggested Alfred E. Smith,
whom he regarded as having “not only an unsurpassed knowl-
edge of the administration of state affairs but a single-
minded purpose to earry on these affairs for the liberal
and progressive good of the State as a whole.” HRoosevelt
himself went abrond, expecting to resign and enlist, and
started a study of the conduct of the war which was sald
to be more thorough than that of any visiting American
authority.

Filtted for the Presidency

Ho was attacked by what the layman calls infantile paral-
yeis (“poliomyelitis” to the physician), n disease which fs
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attended by muscular atrophy. It almost killed him and
apparently removed him while still o young man from the
field of public endeavor,

Today, however, he is altogether fitted for the presidency.
This is shown not only by the testimony of the most
eminent physicians but by his actual record. In 1831 a
committes of specialists selected by the Director of the New
York Academy of Medicine and composed of Dr. Samuel
W. Lambert (physician), Dr. Russell A. Hibbs (orthopedist),
and Dr. Foster Kennedy (Neurologist), conducted a thor-
ough examination and afterwards reported ;

“We have today examined Franklin D, Roosevelt, We
find that his organs and functions are ssund in all respects,
There is no anemin. The chest is exceptionally well devel-
oped, and the spinal column is ahsolutely normal; all its
segments are in perfect alignment and free from disenss.
He has neither pain nor ache at any time. Ten yenrs ago
Governor Roosovelt suffered an attack of infantile paralysis,
the entire effect of which was expended on the muscles of
his lower extremities. There has been progressive FecOVery
of power in the legs since that date; this restoration con-
tinues and will continue.”

In addition, over & half & million dollars worth of life
insurance has been written on the Governor's life by & group
of the largest insurance companies of the country at the
lowest rates. Dr. E. W. Beckwith, medical director of one
of the great companies, examined the Governor after the
terrific strain of a state convention. “It has raroly been my
privilege . . . to see such o splendid physleal specimen ns
yoursell,"” the Doctor reported, later stating that the ex-
amination “disclosed conditlons camparable (o 8 man of
a0, woid ow Hitle better than gllt-edged for & mun of 48"
The beneficinry of the Insurance palicies is the Warm
Springs Foundation,—devoted to the study and treatment of
infantile paralysis which affects large numbers of peaple in
the United States EVOTY Year.

His purty's cholee for Viee-Prestident

In 1820, at the National Convention, cceured the historie
Wilson demonstration, when, the New York delegation re-
maining silently seated, Roosevelt wrested the standard from
the leader and triumphantly put his state into the marching
ranks, Alfred E. Smith seconded his nomination for viee-
president, a -selection made quickly and with enthusinsm.
The campalgn with Cox was stressful one; the vice-presi-
dentinl enndidate traveled by car, train and airplane, spenk-
ing from Oregon to New England, and went down to defeat
with the good-humored reflection that now he could attend
to his private affairs, He moved to New York with his
family, now numbering five children, resumed the practice
of law, and with only a half-dozen or s philanthropic inter-
ests was lending what for him might be called a selfish
existence when again, and for g very different reason, publie
attention was sharply focussed upon him,

Franklin D. Roosevels 9

A year later Roosevelt was back in his office, on erutches,
but apparently “as good as new.” His incessant mctivity,
during the National Convention of 1924 in New York City
was & marvel to well men. His personal dificultics never
interfered with his deep-seated belief in a Progressive
Democratic party, national in scope, with an alert, working
membership to keep its beliefs before the country and sev
them translated into action. Just before the convention,
Roosevelt toock over the Smith campaign—hiz appearance
when he put Smith's name into nomination remains g historie
incident of modern Democratie history,

A real Governor

AL the next convention, walking with & cane and leaning
on his son's arm, he again nominated Smith and won a
tremendous personal ovation. Differing with the nomines
and the national ehairman on certain details of the campaign,
he yot stood shoulder to shoulder with them on the essential
principles of democracy. At last, well on the way to physi-
eul recovery, he proved his friendship for Bmith to the hilt
by consenting to run for Governor of New York,

The story of his governorship is one of a man steadily
growing in mental, physical and spiritual strength.

“A glatton for hard work"

Governor Roosevelt's week in and week out program s
even stronger witness to his physical fitness, Daily he
dictates a heavy mail, econducts dozens of private con-
ferences und formal omes, plans or makes radio speaches,
analyzes with his keen legal mind suggestions for legislative
action, taxation, reports and figures, and administers stato
affairs equably and promptly and effectively, His duy starts
4t 8 with breakfast and his mail, it ends after midnight
with a Mltle light reading, Governoe Roosevelt, after a
brief spring visit to Warm Springs, has spent each July,
August and September touring the state, by car, traln snd
cannl boat, traveling from 20,000 to B0 miles  an-
nually, inspecting state Institutions, mecting local authorl-
tes, speaking, writing, carrylng on state business as he
truvels, He exhausts those who go with him—bot he seems
bever exhansted,

Governor Roosevelt, before his election, made 2, 4, 6 and
%0 en up to 14 speeches daily, from cars, train platforms,
Hreet corners, auditoriums, hotel #teps and other formal and
informal surroundings, often in autumn drizzles  which
chilled his companions to the bone but seemed only to in-
vigorate him. He runs his own car, swims daily, takes
preseribed exercise and even rides horseback to regain the
grip of his still weakened knees, The PRPOTE MEVEr CATTY
ltems to the effect that “the Governor is home with a slight
cold” nor tell of other normal human eapitulations to minor
Hiness or fatigue,

As to what he has done and how well he has done it, the
most convincing answer is the unprecedented vote by which
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ho was re-elected. The first election was in itself a triumph
—Governor Boosevelt was the first Democrat to earry up
state rural counties, being elected by a 25,000 majority in
& year when the Republican Party swept the country amd
even carried New York State itself. The re-election was one
of the most dramatic in the history of the state—and it is
safe to say, in the history of any state. Governor Rocsevelt
took the campaign stralght to the people, especially to the
upstate Republican strongholds, where his progressive and
enlightened policies had done so much for the farmer-citizens.
The result was the now-famous “land-slide” —victory with the
unprecedented and overwhelming plurality of 725,000 votes,

He knows the farmers” necds

Mention has been made of the fact that Governor Roose-
velt is particularly concerned with the problems of the farm-
or and the laborer. Brought up to knmow farm methods at
first hand, he has sponsored the most intelligent and con-
structive program for helping the farmer that the state has
ever known, It strikes at the heart of the situation by
substantially lightening the tax load on agricultural com
munities, while at the same time providing better roads
better schools and more accessible markets. The nov
nationally-known £20,000,000 reforestation program provide
for the systematic planting of unproductive and sbandoned
farmlands for the future enrichment of the state and the
increase of present employmen

Labor approves his record

To Iabor, beth organized and unorganized, Governer
Roosevelt has proved himself a firm friend. He has urged
the passage of bills providing for an extension of the Work-
men's Compeneation Law, for the shortening of the working
week in certain industries, for an advisory minimum wage
board, and for the regulation of the issuance of injunctions
in labor eontroversies. He has had the pleasure of signing
bills of his own initintlon which provided additional protes
tion in various industries, including women in factories and
mercantile establishments, and one authorizing a thorough
study of unemployment. And upon the completion of his
first term as Governor he received from Willlam Green, Presi-
dent of the American Federation of Labor, a letter warmly
commending both the humanity and the practicality of his
constructive program.

Acts, not words, for the nesly

Governor Roosevelt regards old age security as of equal
importance with safe adult employment. In aecordance with
laws proposed by him, the state has adopted old age insur-
ance provisions of a workable nature, which already have
saved thousands of self-respecting old men and women from
the tragedy of complete destitution. Yet even more serious
than the need of labor for insurance is the nesd of man
for & job. In the face of the worldwide depression, New

Franklin D. Roosevelt i1

York State stands as first in the Union to take constructive
direct nction to relieve the unemployment of its citizens.
In August, 1981, long before any Federal plan had passed
the stage of vague conjecture, Governor Roosevelt called
an extraordinary sessiom of the state legislature for the
definite purpose of appropriating $20,000,000 for the “Tem-
porary Employment Relief Administration,” the officers of
which serve without pay. Anticipating the exhaustion of
this fund, the Govermor has warned the legislature that it
must recognize the need for continued, adequate action while
eritienl economic conditions continue.

Wards of the state have never had a more sympathetic
friend than the present Governor. He has the amazing
vecord of having personally visited every state institution
within the Mew York borders. He knows both hospital and
prison capacity equipment and personnel; he has caten insti-
tution Tood, talked with inmates ns well as officials, and made
many unexpected inspections as well as more formal ones.
He has taken the prison, hospital and state institution pro-
gram out of politics and put it in the hands of experts and
business men, and he stands behind its constant improvement
and expansion.

A fair deal for the consumer

Roosevelt's stand on the rights of the consumer as against
the special protection of private interests is well known.
He is not an enemy of “Big Business"—the size of the
business to him is no objection, so long as it is fair business.
But the invasion of the rights of the Individual citizen is
an instant challenge to his Jeffersonian creed. He demands
of public utilities “fair service at reasonable rates” and
has managed te put teeth into New York State laws that
really protect the poor man and the cbecure man, whether
be boe farmer, small business owner or eity apartment
dweller,

Roosevelt is for fundamental measures which will prevent
the recurrence of the present economic disaster. He is for
n substantia]l lowering of the tarif—which will allow a
fow of goods botween countries; as well as for the build-
ing up of the home market by a reduction in the differ-
cntinl between the farmers and the industrial workers; and
Ly giving the industrinl workers security of wages through
unemployment insurance,

His earefully worked out tax program puts sound business
into Government.

Roosevelt's courss as governor ia o fundamentally simple
che—to devise and actively press the adoption ;f well-
considered, progressive legislation; to appoint men of exper-
ience and high qualifications; to held all public officials
strictly mccountable and to move without fear or favor
should that trust be betrayed and to give the best adminis-
tration within his power, holding himsel{ equally responaible
bo every section, every class and every citizen,
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Berious consideration of Franklin D. Roosevelt for the
Democratic nomination for President manifested itself nmong
party leaders from Maine to California immediately after
the election of 1928, when he was elected governor of New
York despite a Republican landslide. When he was re
elected by more than 726,000 after two yeara of service at
Albany he became the “logical nomines™.

Even in most states where a majority of the leaders pre-
forred some other candidate, almost invariably Roosevelt
was second choice. 8o that when the hosts of Democracy
gathered ot Chicagoe in June, after the perfunctory Repab-
lican conclave had gone through the parlinmentary motions
of renominating candidates with hogtied delegations of
foderal officeholders, it was fore-ordalned that Hoosevelt
would be nominated. He had been first in most of the
primaries held. He had been second in the rest. He had
been first choice of enthusinstic delegntes to state conventions
in most states, He had been second in the others. In fad
he had the pre-convention mpproval of a vaster majorify
of his party than any other eandidate not already cecupying
the White House in America's political history.

S0 it was not surprizsing that he had s clear majory
of all the delegates on the first ballot, not counting any o
his second choies strength, or that tied away from him under
unit rules. Nor that his lead mounted on the second as
third ballots, making his selection so sure that there wo
literally & stampede to him on the fourth, Texas and Cal-
fornia merely beating other states to the announcemest
hecnuse of the more fortunate position of Californin on the
alphabetical roll-eall,

The moment word of his nomination flashed cut Roosevel
electrified the convention and bewildered the whisperen
who charged he was a sick man by his spectacular airplas
flight from Albany to Chicago.

Radinnt with Health

Radinnt with health, forceful in manner, vigorous i
speech, and with the same disregard for outworn political |
theories that he demonstrated by oliminating the farce of
being officinlly informed of his momination m month lnter,
Roosevelt thrilled the great audience which teated the 36,000
capacity of the Chicago stadium,

“My friends,” he said, “may thizs be the symbol of my
intention to be honest and to nvoid all hypoerisy and sham, to
avold all silly shutting of the eyes to the truth in this cam-
paign. You have nominated me and I know it, and I am
here to thank you for the honor!

“Lat it nlso be symbolic that in so doing 1 broke traditions.
Let it be from now on the task of our Party to break foolish
traditions. We will break foolish traditions and leave it to
the Republican lesdership, far more skilled in that art, to
break promises.

1 pledge myself to n new deal for the Amerlcan people.”

Jolm N, Garner 13

JOHN N. GARNER

John M. Garner, Speaker of the House of Representatives
and Democratic candidate for Vice President of the United
States, was born at Blossom Prairie, Texns, November 22,
1868,

A log cabin in the Red River County settlement, just out-
gide of the little town of Detroit and not more than 20 miles
from the Oklahoma line, had been the home of the Garner
family for a quarter of a century when Mr. Garner was
born, but the history of both the Garners and the Nances
may be traced back into colonial days. There was o Nance
with George Washington on the Braddock campaign and
another with the revolutionary hero at the surrender of
Yorktown, Existing records go back to Clement Nance who
was born in Virginia in 1766 and whose family coat of arms
bore the motto “By sea, by land." There is evidence to
support the belief that the Garner line was established on
this continent and in the same colony about that time.

Ploneer Stock

Both families were of pioneer stock. Its members with

thousands of others looked towards the West in those early

days. It wns, therefore, in Tennessee that the two were

* joined through marriage, and in that then outpost of civiliza-

ticn that the first John N. Garner was born. The Speaker
of the House is the fourth in direct and unbroken descent
to bear the same name.

Andrew Jackson, Stephen Austin and Sam Houston were
the leaders of that period and the men from whom the
Garners adopted thelr verile Democracy. It was only na-
tural that where these men led the Garners followed. A
woman was, however, responsible for the move that took
the family to Texns, The Speaker's grandmother, Mrs, John
N. Garner, born Katherine Walpole, and descended from the
Walpoles who preduced the English prime minister, brought
her family of six children through the perils of that long
journey after her husband’'s death. John N. Garner, third
of the name, and father of the Speaker was between 4 and
b years old at the time of the migration.

The virgin lnnd which was selected for the Garner home-
stead wan and still {s splendid agricultural country. Forests
of pecan and other trees had to be cleared to make available
the deep, rich and black soil from which the family drew a
living, The naturn]l mdvantages attracted other settlers.
John Nance Garner, father of the present holder of the
name, married Miz=s Sarah Guest, also of Red River County,
who imparted many of her intellectunl qualities and sensi-
bilities to her son. At B2 years of age she is still alive, still
a resident of Detroit, confldent and proud of her son's ability
to have made an Indelible impression on the world.

John N. Garner's boyhood was no different from any youth
of the day and place. Country schooling, some home tutor-
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ing, & heavy share in the family responsibilities made up his
days. He was reared in the Methodist faith to which he
still adheres. In quest of edueation he returned-in early
manhood to Tennessee for one term at Vanderbilt University,
From there he went back to Texas and began to read law
in the office of Capt. M, L, Sims and W, L. Wright at Clarks
ville, Texas. Admizsion to the bar was accomplished in 185,

Young country lawyers then found fortume fully as diffi-
cult to grasp as it is today, While waiting for clients John
M. Garner made o eampaign for city attorney of Clarksville.
He was defeated. Not long afterwards he was offered a
junior partnership in a law firm in Uwalde. The distant
field looked green. Mr, Garnmer accepted snd was on his
way up.

Lawyer and Newspaperman

It took only about five years to determine the benefits
of the move. He and his law partner, Tully Fuller, not only
made n success of the low but acquired an interest in the
Uwalde Leoder, s weekly. The profita of the two were put
into & benk in Uwalde and one in Crystal City. These
ventures well under way, the Garner instinet turned again
ta politics, He sought the county judgeship and obtained it.

His candidacy did not meet with the approval of Miss
Mariette Rheiner, who lived on a 30,000 acre Uvalde County
ranch, and who had been reared in much the same pioneer
atmosphere with which Young Garner had been familiar.
Miss Rheiner did not know Mr, Garner when his candidacy
earned her disapproval. When she made his acquainiance,
she changed her mind and her name. Political enmity was
transformed into a partnership which has existed ever sinece.
The wedding tock place November 25, 1806, Their only
child, Tully Garner, was born Beptember 24, 1806,

Judge Garner served two terms, and was defeated for the
third. His political vision, however, enlarged and & seat
in Congress became his cbjective. The State legislature, in
which Mr. Garner took & seat in 1808, was chosen as a
stepping stone. The real opportunity came in his second
term, The census of 1900 increased the Congressional repre-
sentation of Texas. Uwvalde County papers soon carried the
announcement of John N. Garner as a candidate for Con-
gress. He had foreed out all of his opponents by the day
of the nominating convention. When he triomphed in the
election John N. Garner had begun his unbroken record of
30 years serviee to the nation,

The desire of Theodore Roosevelt, then President, to obtain
pazsage of the Cuban reciprocity bill brought the new Repre
sentative from the Fifteenth Congressional District of Texas
to Washington early in November of 1903 for a specinl ses-
slon, Joseph G. Cannon had been designated to sucesed David
B. Henderson as Speaker. John Sharp Williams was min-
ority leader, and Mr. Garner cast his first vote in the House
supporting the Mississippinn for the speakership.
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The first time that Mr. Garner was called upon to register
& legislative vote he went contrary to the endorsement of
the Democratic caucus. The Cuban Reciprocity bill passed
by an overwhelming vote, Garner's vote being one of only 21
in opposition. He took the position that he did because of the
plank in the platform against Republican reciprocity drafted
by his nominating convention.

He showed then as always his deep rooted conviction that
platform pledges are not just “molasses to cateh fies”.

As n committes assignment Mr. Garner was placed first
on the Committee on Railways and Canals. He perfectad
himself by study with the business that came before it. He
introduced n few measures of particular interest to his
district. He worked for his constituents, but on the floor
of the House he bided his time and had little to say. He
made many friends with individuals and won their respect.
Among these wns Speaker Cannon who saw only with a
party eye from the chair, but whose affections off the floor
were always given to men of mark. In less than two years
he gave public recognition to the esteem in which he held
his young opponent by calling him to preside over the House
on Febroary, 26 1805, It would have taken a long look into
the future to predict that eventually the youthful figure
in the chair would cccupy that place in his own right.

Emd of “Cannonism'™

There wae & situation in the House in which Mr., Garner
wns vitally interested and concerned. Long Republican
ascendency had built up an autocracy which throttled any
hint of free action on the part of that body.

The Speaker was absolute in his powers. He named all
committees with power to change them at will. No legisla-
tion could be brought before the House without his permis-
sion, Even recognition was impossible without o prior under-
standing with the Bpeaker.

Reseniment against and opposition to this situation, which
has come down in history as “Cannonism”, increased during
Mr. Garner's first few torms. It came to a head when
President Taft called Congress in extra session March 16,
1809, Champ Clark offered an amendment to the rules re-
moving the Speaker from the Chairmanship of the Rules
Committes and transferring from the Speaker to the House
itsalf the pawer to appolnt committees. In advance and dur-
ing the debate Mr, Garner played a yeoman part. The time
was not quite ripe, however, and the motion lost, despite
support from a group of insurgent Republicans.

A year Iater the fight against “Cannonism” came to a
different conclusion. John Garmer's service in the struggle
wan not sensational but effective. The objective could not
have been gained without a solid Democratic front. Mr.
Garner did much to bring about such cohesion under his
lender, Champ Clark. He became imbued with s spirit of
liberalism which has never deserted him. He made a study
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of the rules of the House which proved invaluable in parils-
mentary struggles as time went on, His value to his party
and the nat’on had incressed immeasurably.

This was the situation when in 1918 Clark assumed the
speakership, The Democrats were to organize the House
and Mr. Garner desired above all other things a place on
the Ways and Means committes, the most powerful in the
House, and to be headed by that time by Oscar W. Under-
wood, The Garner ambition did not fit in entively with the
plans of the Democratic House leaders. He was told that
if he would yield the appointment to Ways and Means he
could have the chairmanship of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. The latter post is important and mttractive. It
was, however, not what Mr. Garner wanted.

“I don't want the chairmanship of Foreign Affmirs” he
told the slatemakers, “I am going to a place where I can
make a chairmanship for myself.”

Bpurning Gilts

Mot every House member can deliborntely spurn the gifts
that his leaders offer him and win. Mr. Garner already
had enough power to do se. His refusal of the Foreigs
Affairs chairmanship threw the matter into the Demccratic
caucus, Before the members of his party he gained greater
numerical support than any other candidate for a place oo
the Ways and Means committee. He had by then put his
foot on the ladder which he intended to mount to the top.

President Wilson and the Democratic party had been
placed in power on a definite platform pledge of revision
of the tariff, Mr. Garner still believed in the platform on
which he was first elected to Congress. He felt that the
tariff should be made national rather than sectional in its
application. On the committee he labored long and hard
to perfect the bill, known ultimately s the Underwood-
Simmons act, He aided in the spade work often so little
publicized and in ite passage through the House gave it
his strong support.

Mr. Garner's position in the House was becoming firmly
cetablished. He frequently presided. Gradoally he came
to know the House better than any man in it, and, more
important, how to accomplish what he wanted done.

It was, therefore, only natural that when Amerlea entered
the World War, Mr. Garner should be ready to nssume o
place of real importance in the legislative activity which
that conflict made necessary, The advice and assistance of
Mr. Garner was often sought by the President. There were
long periods when the Texas Heprescntative was a daily
caller at the White House, on intimate and confidentinl terms
with the Chief Executive of the Nation.

During the war, too, Mr, Garner demonstrated that he had
meant just what he sald when he told House leaders that
he “wanted to deal with American affairs.” He foresaw then
that there might be some difficulty in regaining for the

L1
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United States the money which its citizens were pouring into
the conflict. In the course of & hearing on one of the many
foreign loans he inguired of Secretary of the Treasury
MeAdoo whether the loans would be repaid. President Wil-
son's financial advisor said that they would. Mr. Garner
had this in mind, no doubt, when years later as Speaker he
was Instrumental in adding to the moratorium resclution
the clase that the war debts would not be cancelled.

Mr. Garner in his long career has porformed no greater
service to the public than he did when he first came to grips
with Andrew W. Mellon. The Secretary of the Treasury
was no mean foe. The country as a whole and Washington
particularly belleved in the early days of the Harding and
Coolidge administrations that Mr. Mellon really was the
“greatest Secretary of the Treasury since Alexander Ham-
ilton.” Many spectators of the Washington scene regarded
the entry of Mr. Garner into the lists against The Pittaburgh
Croesus with the same feeling that did those who saw David
engage Goliath.

Mr. Garner was responsible, above all others, for the prin-
ciple of the gradunted income tax and the inheritance fea-
tures written into the law. The original plan had been to
report o flat income and inheritance tax. Through Mr.
Garner's unceasing efforts this Republican project was aban-
doned. 1t was his theory that gnly by graduated levies
could the interests of the poor man be protected and the
fich be made to bear the burden of taxation which was
justly theirs. Many persons disagreed with him but Mr
Garner stuck to his position and won the fight.

He resisted Mr. Mellon and the Republicans in 1024 and
1626 in their effort to repeal estate taxes, On both eccasions
there appeared to be strong likelihood of pazsage of this
proposal until Mr. Garner organized the opposition, and even
carried the fight to the Senate conferees with the warning
that they could take the House bill or nothing.

Watehdog of the Treasary

These early encounters with the Secretary of the Treasury
led to Mr. Gurner's proposal in 1928 of a joint, non-partisan
committee on Internal Revenue Taxation. It was eatablished
in February of that year. Two years I‘:rr m;hfm';hn;t::‘rk-'l:l'
the committes had resulted in & number o . i
Garner succeeded in having its powers strengthened, giving
it the right to review all refunds of income taxes amounting
to more than $76,000, The watchdog of the Treasury was
b g e g h“m ':i H?:;au that Mr. Garner

It was in the spring and winter o s
directed hiz real ﬂl:.-‘n:pln-t Mr. Mellon, On those oceasions
he exposed the methoeds which were being followed in the
matter of tax refunds, Millions of dollars were being appro-
pristed by Congress each year because of nlleged mistakes
in income tax computations, Greater amounts were being
allowed in sbatements and credits on the accounts of big

———
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taxpayers. Mr, Garner in & speech made December 16, 1930,
dealt extensively with what he termed the efforts of the
Treasury to “mislead the Congress and the country by sta
tistics of conditions existing in its department.” No more
comprehensive eriticism of the Treasury department had
been made up to that time. Mr. Garner had previously
pointed out the coincidence of the relationship between tax
refunds and heavy contributors to the Republican party, In
his attack of December, 1930, he went further, He charged
that the government had been deprived of taxes to the
amount of at least £0,000,000 and possibly as much ns §26-
000,000 through its settlement with the United States Stel
Corporation. He questioned the refunds made to the Alum-
inum Co. of Amerien, a company controlled by the Mellom
interests, He showed that the percentage of refunds and
abatements to dollections of income, excess profits and estate
taxes had reached 23.7 per cent in 1923; 253 per cent in
1824; 20.2 per cent in 1925; 24.5 per cent in 1926 and had
shown no real downward trend ontil 1927 and 1928 when
Congress, under the spur of Mr. Garner, had begun to inter-
est itself in what was going on.

This was the culmination of Mr. Garner's fight aguinst
Mr, Mellon. Defeat for the Secretary of the Treasury wa
not acknowledged then but it was at hand. The nation ne
longer heard muoch of the “greatest Secretary of the Treas
ury since Alexander Hamilton"” but heard s great deal of
John N. Garner. The quiet retirement to the post of Am-
bassador to the Court of St James was already beckoning
to the man whose power the Texan had challenged.

Leadership in Congress

Recital of the long combat in which Mr. Garner engaged
with Mr. Mellon necessitates picking up here some of the
threads of his career in the House. By 1920 he had reached
second place on the Democratic side of the committee on
Ways and Means. With the death of Claude Kitehen in
1923 he became chairman. In the Seventy-First Congress,
after twenty-six years of serviee, he succeeded to full and
complete leadership. When Congress met in the winter of
1928 John N. Garner was the candidate of his party for
Speaker.

As leader of the minority Mr. Garner labored agninst what
he considered to be the iniquitous features of the Smoot-
Hawley tariff act both in the Ways and Means Committee
and on the floor of the House,

The capstone to Mr. Garner's long carser in the House was
placed in the Seventy-Second Congress when by virtue of &
slender majority of six he was made the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, He and his party were in power
but by a smaller margin and under more difficult circum-
Stacces than had ever been the case in the history of the
United States. There was work to bo done and the means
to do it were limited. John Garner needed all of the trait-
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ing and that he had had in national affairs to
face the task shead of him,

The first ecssentin]l was co-ordination of the Democrats.
Northern Democrats felt that they should have some recog-
pition in organization of the House. Southern Demoecrats,
by reason of longer service, were in line for most of the
important committee chairmanships. There were indications
that the Democrats might be hopelessly divided before the
pesgion opened. Speaker Garner solved the problem by
htaining consent of his colleagues to the elevation of Henty
T. Rainey, of 1llinois, to the floor leadership.

The next Garner move was also aimed at en-ordination
of the Democratic forces. He initinted the ereation of n
Joint Steering Committee composed of Democratic leaders
in both the House and the Senate before which party prob-
lems were thrashed out, and by which the decision wai
reached that the Democrats were firmly committed to a
policy of balancing the national bhudget.

As Spraker, Garner recogmized three obligations: his re-
sponsibility, first, to the nation as a whole; second, his
responsibility to the House which had so honored him; and
third, his responsibility to his party.

Opposed 18th Amendment

John Garmer voted against the 18th Amendment at tlu.:
time it was submitted by Congress to the states. He thought
and still thinks that the individual states should be lef't
free to determine for themselves how they should handle the
liguor traffie, though always insistent that the full power
of the federal government should be used to protect states
which preferred to be dry from interstate shipments.

In company with some of the eountry's most enthusiastic
wets at that time in Congress, Garner, after voting agninst
the 18th Amendment, voted for the Volstead act on the
theory that if three-fourths of the states had decided they
wanted national prohibition, and approved the eonstitutional
smendment providing for it, the L::w of Congress to enact

islation to enforee it became clear.
rhﬂ\‘l":lm :hu time came that, despite every possible aid from
the legislative department of the government, |nfurumu|::
of prohibition still continued a farce, Garner reasserted ttli
old position, and declared—on the eve of the Democratic
National Convention—that he favored repeal.

“Halanee the Budget”

Shorn Democratic doctrine of the old time autocratic
powers l::mrlr pxercised by Speakers, and made mﬂr:u
in the days of Reed and Cannon, Garner was farced to r].
in the fight over the tax bill, purely nnhilpwauu!pormr::d
persuasion and dynamie oratory. It was he who tu e
the tide, after the debacle brought about by the revolt on
wles tax, and forced the enactment of & tax bill that would
—the Treasury experts
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SBupport of Al HBmith

Mr. Garner threw himself enthusinstically into the fight
for Alfred E. Smith for President after the Houston s
vention in 1928, Always in close touch with popular senti-
ment, he realized perfectly that he was taking his political
life in his hands by so deing.

But Garner never counted the cost. Smith was the regulas
nominee of his pasty. Smith stood for Democracy and the
issues which Garner believed to be for the best interest of
the eountry ms & whole. So, regardless of the possible con-
sequences to himself, regardless of how he might be ruining
his political future, he gave every ounce of his energy to
the battle.

Notwithstanding the manifold cares of the Speakership,
Me. Garner found time a'so to criginate and advocate legis
Intion designed to alleviate economic conditions. He proposed
an emergency relief bill, one section of which provided for
the construction of necessary public buildings all over the
United States. He believed that in this way employmest
could be given the widest possible application, Administr-
tion pressure killed this proposal.

Mr. Garner engaged the President once more on the jsse
of making available to the people ns a whole the facilites
of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. It was Speaker
Gainer's belief and contention that the small business man
and the individusl merited as much consideration in the way
of government loans as the banks, insurance companies asd
tallroads. The weight of the Administration was thrown
againet this proposal. The bill containing the Garner phs
passed dezspite White House pressure and was vetoed.

Hupporting Franklin Roosevelt

Pressure of House duties prevented Speaker Garner from
taking any part in the Presidential campaign conducted i#
hiz behalf prier to the Chicago convention, He refused con-
sistently to make any siatement or devote any time to the
conduct of his candidacy. He entered the convention with
the votes of Texns and California. During the early ballot-
ing ndditionnl support incremsed his strength to more than
100 wvotes, On the fourth ballot he released his supporters
pnd they voted for Franklin D, Rooseveit. The following
day Speaker Garner was nominated for the Viee-Presidency
9y acelamation.

AGATNAT CLAKS OR MOB GOVERNMENT
By Fraxgus D. RooseverT
There is too much disposition to mistake the part for the
whele, the body for the head. 1 plead not for class control,
but for & true concert of interests. .. .this government is not
and never shall be governed by a plutocracy. This govern-
ment shall never be governed by & mob.
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ISSUES DEFINED IN THE SPEECH OF
ACCEPTANCE

ADDRESS OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AUCEPTING
THE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION

{Delivered Before the Democratic National Conventlon at
the Btadium, Chicago, Minols, July 2, 1982.)
Chairman Walsh, My Friende of the Demoeratic National

Convention of 1932:

1 appreciate your willingness afier these six arduous days
to remain here, for 1 know well the sleepless hours which
you and I have had. I regret that I am late, but 1 have
no control over the winds of Heaven and could only be
thankful for my Navy training.

The appearance before & National Convention of its nom-
inee for President, to be formally notified of his selection,
is unprecedented and unusual, but these are unprecedented
and unusual times. 1 have started out on the tasks that le
ghead by breaking the absurd tradition that the candidate
should remain in professed ignorance of what has happened
for weeks until he is formally notified of that event many
weeks later.

Avolds Hypocrisy and Sham

My friends, may this be the symbol of my intention to he
honest and t4 avoid all hypoorisy or sham, to avoid all silly
shutting of the eyes to the trath in this campaign. You have
nominated me and I know it, and [ am here to thank you
for the honor.

Let it also be symbalic that in so doing 1 broke traditions,
Let it be from now on the task of our Party to break foclish
traditions. We will break foolish traditions and leave it to
the Republican leadership, far more skilled in that art, to
break premises.

Let us now and here highly resclve to resume the country's
interrupted march along the path af real progress, of real
Justice, of real equality for all of our citizens, great and
small. Our indomitable leader In that interrupted march
is no longer with us, but there still survives today his spirit.
Many of his captains, thank God, are still with us, to give
us wise counsel. Let us feel that in everything we do there
still lives with us, if not the body, the great indomitable,
unquenchable, progressive soul of our Commander-in-Chief,
Woodrow Wilson,

Accopts Platform 1005

1 have many things on which [ want to make my position
clear at the earliest possible moment in this enmpaign. That
sdmirable document, the platform which you have adopted,
in clear. | accept it one hundred per cent.
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And you ean mccept my pledge that 1 will lenve mo doabt
or ambigulty on where 1 stand on any gquestion of moment
in thiz campaign.

Fallure of “Republican Leadership™

As we cnter this new battle, let us keap always present
with us some of the ideals of the Party: The fact that the
Democratic Party by tradition and by the continuing logic
of history, past and present, is the bearer of liberalism and
of progress and at the same time of safety to our institu-
tions. And if this appeal fails, remember well my friends,
that & resentment against the failure of Republican leader-
ghip—and note well that in this campaign I shall not use
the words “Republican Party,” but I ghall use, day in and
day out, the words, “Republican Jeadership™—the failure of
Republican leaders to solve our troubles may degenerate into
unreasoning radicalism.

The grest social phencmenon of this depression, unlike
others before it, is that it has produced but a few of the
disorderly manifestations that too often attend upon such
times,

Opposes Wild Hadicalism

Wild radicalism has made few converis and the greatest
tribute that I can pay to my COURRFYmMEn is that in these
duys of erushing want there persists an orderly and hope-
ful spirit on the part of the millions of our people who have
yuffered so much. To fail to offer them & new chance is not
only to betray their hopes but to misunderstand their
patience,

To meet by reaction that danger of radicalism is to invite
disaster. Reaction is no barrier to the radical. It s chal-
lenge, a provocation. The way to meet that danger is to
offer s workable program of reconstruction, and the Party
to offer it is the party with clean hands.

This, and this only is a proper protection against blind
reaction on the one hand and an improvised hit-or-miss, ir-
responsible opportunism on the other,

There are two ways of viewing the government's duty in
matters afecting economic and social life. The first sees
to it that s favored few are helped and hopes that some of
their prosperity will leak through, sift through, 1o labor,
to the farmer, to the small businessman. That theory be-
longs to the party of Toryism, and I had hoped that most
of the Tories left this country in 1776.

Ih_ut it is not and never will be the theory of the Deme-
eratic Party. This ls no time for fear, for reaction or for
timidity. And here and now 1 invite those nominal Re
publicans who find that their conecience cannot be squared
with the groping and the failure of their party leaders 0
{;l-n hands with us; here and now, in equal measure, I warn
I'a:“ It'l.omi:dll Democrats whe squint at the future with their

es turned toward the past, and who feal no responsibility

to the demands of the £
llophsengncatistisad o ikt of step
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Yes, the people of this country want a genuine choice this
year, not & cholce between two names for the same reaction-
ary doctrine. Ours must be a Party of liberal thought, of
planned action, of enlightened international autlook, and of
the greatest good to the greatest number of our citizens.

Main Issue s Economie Sltuation

Now it is inevitable,—and the choice is that of the times,
__it is inevitable that the main issue of this campaign should
revolve about the elear fact of our economic condition, &
depression 8o deep that it is without precedent in modern
history. It will not do merely to siate as do Republican
leaders, to explain their broken promises of continued in-
action that the depression is world-wide, That was not their
explanation of the apparent prosperity of 1928, The people
will not forget the claim made by them then that prosperity
was only & domestic product manufactured by a Republican
President and a Republican Congress. 14 they claim paternity
for the one they cannot deny paternity for the other.

1 cannot take up all the problems today. I want to touch
on n few that are vital. Let us look & little mt the recemt
history and the simple sconomics, the kind of economics
that you and I and the average man and woman talk.

In the years before 1920 we know that this country had
completed & vast ecyele of building and inflation} for ten
years we expanded on the theory of repairing the wastes
of the war, but actually expanding far beyond that, snd
also far beyond our natural and normal growth, Now it is
worth remembering, and the cold figures of finance prove
it, that during that time there was little or no drop in the
prices that the consumer had to pay, although those same
figures proved that the cost of production fell very greatly:
corparate profit resulting from this pericd was enormous;
at the same time little of that profit waa devoted to the Te-
duction of prices. The consumer Wwas forgotten, Very little
of it went into increased wages; the warker was forgotten,
and by no means an adequate propartion was even paid out
in dividends,—the stockholder was forgotten.

And, incidentally, very little of it was taken by taxation
ta the beneficient government of those years,

What was the result? Enormous corporate surpluses piled
up—the most stupendous in history. Where, under the spell
of deliricus speculation, did those surpluses go? Let's talk
economics that the figures prove and that we can under-
stand, Why, they went chiefly In two directiona: First, into
new and unnecessary plants which now gtand stark and
idle; and secondly, into the call money market of Wall
Street, sither directly by the earporations, or indirectly
through the banks. Those are the facts. Why blink them?

The Crash
Then eame the erash, You know the story. Surpluses in-
vested in unnecessary plants became idle, Men loat their
jobs; purchasing power dried up; banks became frightened
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and started calling loans. Those who had money wers
afraid to part with it. Credit contracted, Industry stopped.
Commeree declined, and unemployment mounted,

And thers we are today.

Translute that into human terms. See how the events of
the past three years have come home to specific groups of
pecple. First, the group dependent on industry; second, the
group dependent on agriculture; third, and made up in
large part of members of the first two groups, the people
who are called “small investors and depositors:™ in faet,
the strongest possible tie between the first two groups,
agriculture and industry, is the fact that the savings and
to n degree the security of both are tled together in that
third group—the eredit structure of the nation.

Never in history have the interests of all the peaple been
so united in a single economic problem. Picture to yourself,
for instance, the great groups of property owned by millions
of our citizens, represented by credits issued in the form of
bonds and mortgages—government bonds of all kinds, federal
state, county, municipal—bonds of industrial companies, of
utility companies, mortgages on real estate in farma and
cities, and finally the vast Investments of the nation in the
railronds. What is the measure of the security of each of
those groupa? We know well that in cur complicated, inter-
related eredit structure if any one of these credit Eroups
c-.:lllnpuu they may all collapse. Danger to one is danger to
mEL

And how, I ask, has the present administration in Wash-
ington treated the inter-relationship of these eredit groupa?
The answer is clear: It has not recognized that interreln-
Honship existed at all. Why, the nation aszks, has Washing-
ton fafled to understand that all of these groups, each and
every ane, the top of the pyramid and the bottem of the Py¥TA-
mid, must be considered together, that each and every one
of them is dependent on every other; each and overy one of
them affecting the whale financial fabric?

Statesmanship and vision, fri
ull st the same time. my friends, require relief to

Taxes
Just one word or two on taxes, the taxes tha
t all of us pay
toward the cost of government of all kinds,

Well, T know something of taxes. For three long years 1
have been going up and down this country preaching that
gcvernment—federal and state and local—costs too much, 1
shall not stap that preaching. As an immediate program of
action we must abolish useless offjoes, We must eliminate me-
tual prefunctions of Fovernment—functions, in fact, that are
not definitely essential to the eontinuance of government, We
::d“!mﬂ;mﬂ:l we must consolidate subdivisions of ﬂmm
. ].uwr &:,T‘“ citizen, give up luxuries which we ean

By our example at Washington jtealf

W
portunity of pointing the way of ecanomy I:Mh-cﬂl :ﬂr'rlmn“‘ i “‘i

r
']
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for 1ot us remember well that out of every tax dollar in the
average state in this nation, 40 cents enters the treasury in
Washington, D. C,, 10 or 12 cents only go to the state capi-
tals, and 48 cents out of every dollar are consumed by the
costs of local government in counties and cities and towns,

I propose to you, my friends, and through you, that govern-
ment of nll kinds, big and little, be made solvent and that the
example be set by the President of the United States and
his Cabinet.

Rapeal of 18th Amendment

And talking nbout setting u definite example, I congratulate
this convention for having had the couragé, fearlessly, to
write into its declaration of principles what an overwhelm-
ing majority hers assembled really thinks about the 1Bth
Amendment. Thia conventicn wants repeal. Your candidate
wants repeal. And I am confident that the United States of
America wants repeal.

Two years ago the platform on which 1 ran for Governor
the second time contained substantially the same provision.
The overwhelming sentiment of the pecple of my State, as
shown by the vote of that year, extends, | know, to the peo-
ple of many of the other States. [ say to you now that from
this date on the 18th Amendment is doomed. When that hap-
pens, we a8 Democrats must and will, rightly and morally,
enable the States to protect themselves against the importa-
tion of Intoxicating liguor where such importation may vie-
late their State laws, We must rightly and morally prevent
the return of the saloon,

Pablicity on Securltles

To go back to this dry subject of finance, because it all ties
in tagether—the 1Bth Amendment has something to do with
firanee, too—in m comprehensive planning for the reconstrue-
tien of the great credit groups, including government eredit,
I list an important place for that prize statement of principle
in the platform here adopted calling for the letting in of the
light of day on issues of securitics, foreign and domestic,
which are offered for sale to the investing public.

My friends, you and I as common-sense citizens know that
it would help to protect the savings of the country from &
dishonesty of erocks and from the lack of honor of some men
in high financial places. Publicity is the enemy of erooked-
NEEn.

And now one word about unemployment, and incidentally
sbout mgriculture. 1 have favored the use of certain types
of public works as & further emergency means of stimulating
employment and the issunnce of bonds to pay for such public
work, but T have pointed out that no econom'e end I8 served
if we merely build without bullding for a necessary purpose.
Buch works, of course, should Inscfar as possible be self-
sustaining if they are to be financed by the issuing of bonde
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Suum-prudthpnlnhﬂilﬂﬂnd:uvﬂdrnm
rumunhhdmmlhmhlhﬂmﬁumkimmm
the working week,

Agricalture

hlhmmmmﬂh&dnﬁmu. And just aa
cne example, we know that a very hopeful and immediste

cast of the Mississippi River alone in abandoned farms, in
cut-over lund, now Erowing up in worthless brush, Why,
CVErY Enmpunuﬂmhu-dahiuhnd policy, and has
had one for generations., We have none. Having none, we
face n future of soil erosion and Hmber famine. It is clear
that economic foresight and immediate cmployment march
hand in hand in the call for the reforestation of these vas
areas,

In 50 doing, employment ean be given to a million me
That is the kind of public work that is self-sustaining, ané
therefore empable of being financed by the issuance of bonds
which are made secure by the fact that the growth of ire
muh:l-au- crops will provide adequate security for the invest
men|

Yes, I have a very definite program for providing emplay-
rnmt:h,-.r that means, 1 have dene it, and I am doing it to
day in the State of New York, I know that the Democratic
Party ean do it successfully in the nmtion, That will pot
menngmri:.urd mu--.numnphnfthquﬁunthnﬂ
mre going to hawve.

Reducing Farm Hurpluses

Now as a further aid ta agriculture, we know wetly
'I.'tll—bul bave we come out wnd said so clearly mfdil-

m%r.tbepruﬂmlmhhd the f L L
arrangement that will, in addition to ?Iihl‘.ln;:lm::mf:::'“
::.mriuhlu burdens from his back, do something towsrds
- reduction of the surpluses of staple commodities that

ng on the market It should be sur wim to add to the
world prices of staple products the amount of a reasonable

tarifl protection; give
Ity b H;I agriculturs the same protection that
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pend on dumping those surpluses abroad in srder to support
domestic prices. That result has been acomplished in other
nations; why not in America, too?

Farm leaders, farm econamists generally, agree that o plan
based on that principle is » desirable first step i we rocon-
struction of agriculture. It does not in itself furnish a com-
plete program, but it will serve in great measure in the long
run to remove the pall of n surplus without the continued
perpetunl threat of world dumping. Final voluntary reduc-
tion of surplus is & part of our objective, but the long con-
tinuance and the present burden of existing surpluses make
it mecessary to repair great damage of the present by im-
medinte emergency mensures,

Such a plan as that, my friends, does not east the govern-
ment any maney, nor does it keep the government in busi-
ness of in speculation.

And ms to the actual wording of a bill, I belisve that the
Demoeratic Party stands ready to be guided by whatever the
responsible farm groups themselves agree on. That is a
principle that is sound; and again I ask for action,

One more word about the farmer, and I know that every
delegate who lives in the city in this hall knows why I lay
emphasis on the farmer. Ib is because cme-half of our popu-
lution, over 50,000,000 people, are dependent on agriculture;
and, my friends, if those 50,000,000 people have no money,
ng eush, to buy what is produced in the city, the city suffers
to an equal or & greater extont.

And that is why we are going to make the voters under-
stand this year that this nation iz not merely a nation of
independence, but it is, if we are to survive, bound to be a
nation of interdependence—town and eity, and North and
South, East and West. That is our goal, and that goal
will be understocd by the people of this country no matter
where they live,

Laosms of Purchasing Power

Yes, the purchasing power of that half of our population
dependent on agriculaure is gone. Farm mortgages reach
nearly ten billions of dollars today and interest charges on
that alone wre §660,000,000 s year. But that is not all. The
tax, burden caused by extravagant and incfficient local gov-
ernment is an additional factor, Our most immediate con-
oern should be to reduce the interest burden on these mort-
Enges,

Rediscounting of farm mortgages under salutary restric-
tions must be expanded and should, in the futurs, be condi-
tioned on the reduction of interest rates, Amortization pay-
ments, maturities, should likewise in this erisis be extended
before rediscount is permitted where the martgagor is sorely
pressod, That, my friends, is another example of practical,
immedinte relief: Action,
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Rellef for Small Home Owner

1 aim to do the same thing, and it can be done, for the
small home owner in our eitien and villages. We ean lighten
his burden and develop his purchasing power. Take nway,
my friends, that spectre of too high an interest rate., Take
away that spectre of the due date just a short time away,
Bave homes; save homes for thousands of self-respecting
families, and drive out that spectre of insecurity from our
midat.

Out of all the tons of printed paper, out of all the hours
of oratory, the recriminations, the defenses, the happy-
thought plams in Washington and in every State, there
emerges cne great, simple, erystal-pure fact that during the
past ten years n nation of 120,000,000 people has been led by
the Republican leaders to ereet an impregnable barbed wire
entanglement around its borders through the instrumentality
of tariffs which have isolated us from all the other human
beings in all the rest of the round world., I mccept that ad-
mirable tariff statement in the platform of this convention.
It would protect American business and Amerlean labor,
By our acts of the past we have invited and received the
retaliation of other nations, [ propose an invitation to them
te forget the past, to sit st the table with us, as friends,
and to plan with us for the restoration of the trade of the
world, -

The Taril

Go into the home of the business man. He knows what
the tariff has done for him. Go into the home of the factory
worker. He knows why goods do not move. Go into the
home of the farmer. He knows how the tariff has helped
to roin him.

Yes, at Inst our eyes are open; at last the American pec-
ple are remdy to acknowledge that Republican leadership
was wrong and that the Democracy is right,

My program. of which 1 can only touch on these points, is
based upon this simple moral principle—the welfare and the
soundness of o nation depends first upon what the great mass
of the peaple wish and need; and secondly, whether or not
they are getting it.

What do the peaple of America want more than anything
olse? In my mind, two things: Work; work, with all the
moral and spiritual values that go with work. And with
work, & reasonable measure of security—security for them-
selves and for their wives and children. Work and mecurity
~—thess are more tham words, They are more than facts.
They are the spiritual values, the true gonl toward which
our efforts of reconstruction should lead. These are the
values that this program is intended to gain; these are the
;Illlll we have failed to achieve by the leadership we now

AV,

Our Republican leaders tell us economic laws—sscred,
inviolable, unchangeable—that these laws cause panics
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which no one could prevent. But while they prate of eco-
nomic laws, men and women are starving. We must lay
hold of the fact that economic laws are not made by nature,
They are made by human beings.

Distress Rellef

Yes, when—not if—when we get the chance, the Federal
Government will assume bold leadership in distress relief,
For years Washington has alternated between putting its
head in the sand and saying thers is no large number of
destitute people in our midst who need food and clothing,
and then saying the States should take care of them, if there
nre, Instead of planning two and m half years ago to do
what they are now trying to do, they kept putting it off
from day to day and week to week, and month to month,
until the conscience of America demanded action,

I say that while primary responsibility for relief rests
with localities now, as ever, yet the Federnl Government has
always had and still has & continuing responsibility for the
broader public welfare., It will soon fulfill that responsi-
bility.

“At.:d now, just & few words about our plans for the next
four months. By coming here instead of waiting for a
formal notifieation, 1 have made it clear that I believe we
should eliminate expensive coremonies and that we should
set in motion at once, tonight my friends, the necessary
machinery for an adequate presentation of the izsues to the
clectorate of the Nation.

I myself have important duties as Gavernor of & great
State, duties which in these times are more arduous and
more grave than at any proevious period, and yet 1 feel
confident that T shall be able to make a number of short
visits to several parts of the nation, and my trips will have
s their first cbjective the study at first hand from the lips
of men and women of all parties und all cccupations, the
actunl conditions and needs of every part of an interde-
pendent country.

One word more: Out of every crisis, every tribulation,
every disaster, mankind rises with some share of greater
knowledge, of higher decency, of purer purpose, Today we
shall have come through a period of loose thinking, de-
scending morals, an ern of selfishness, of individual men and
women and of whole nations. Blame not governments alone
for this. Blame ourselves in equal share, Let us be frank
in acknowledgment of the truth that many amongst us have
made obelsance to Mammon, that the profits of speculation,
the easy road without toll, have lured us from the old
barrieades. To return to higher standards we must abandon
the false prophets and seek new leaders of our own choosing.

Never before, never before in modern history have the
easentin] differences between the two major American par-
ties stood out in such striking contrast as they do today.
Republican leaders not only have failed in material things,
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they have failed in Mational vision, because in disaster they
have held out no hope, they have pointed out no path for the
people below to elimb back to places of security and of
safety in our American life.

Throughout the nation, men and women, forgotten in the
political philosophy of the government of the lnst years
loak to us here for guidance and for more equitable cppor-
tunity to share in the distribution of national wealth.

On the farms, in the large metropolitan areas, in the
smaller cities and in the villages, millions of our citizons
cherish the hope that their old standards of living and of
thought have not gone forever, These millions cannot and
shall not hope in vain,

1 pledge you—I pledge myself to n new deal for the
American people. Let us all here sssembled constitute our-
selves prophets of a new order of competence and of cour
age. This is more than a political campaign; it is & call to
arms, Give me your help, not to win votes alome, but to
win in this crusade to restore America to its own peaple.

WHAT EDITORS ARE SAVING

“While this is unquestionably a Democratic year, succes
depends upon the choice of ‘the right man, the man who i
the most popular and strongest in every section of the
country...This man is Franklin D. Roosevelt."—Fayette-
ville, N. C., People’s Advocate (Dem.).

“Governor Roosevelt today stands as the idoel of the masses,
whose rights and privileges he has championed at all times
He is far from being o representative of, or a cholee of the
...'big interests.’ "—Davenport, In., Demoerat (Dem).

“We nead o Franklin D. Roosevelt to lead the country in
definnce of the Bourbons of Big Business, to better business,
to bread mnd butter, to beef and biscuits."—Charleston, W.
Vo, Gazette (Dem.).

“The nation-wide demand for the nomination of Gowerno?
Franklin D). Roosevelt of New York cannot be ignored.”—
8pringfield, Tn., State Register-Register (Ind.).

“To progressive-minded Americans, Governor Roosevelt's
words but reenll that famous slogan of his. .. famous rela-
tive, the square deal for those who are humble as well ne
'::-u::n. are great and influential"—Sacramento, Calif.
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GARNER ACCEPTANCE LETTER

Uwalde, Texas
August 23, 1832,

HonoRABLE ALBEN W. BARKLEY,
Paducnh, Kentucky.

My dear Senator:

Through you 1 desire to express to those who were dele-
gates to the Democratie National Convention, and to the
Democracy of the country, my appreciation of the great
honor that has been conferred in selecting me as the party's
nominee for VieePresident.  With full knowledge of the
responsibilities and labors involved, 1 accept the nomination,
pledg ng adherence to the principles and policies enunciated
in the party platform. I give the assurance that such ability
us | may possess, and such experience as 1 have sequired
during the thirty years it has been my privilege to serve a8
a member of Congress, will be directed townrd the solution
of the problems with which our country is confronted.

The Democratic Natiomal Convention adopted a platform
that I8 = beacon of confidence to a confused and distressed
people. In its nomination for the Presidency our party has
presented a leader of ability, resourcefulness and determina-
tion., Governor Reosevelt has won the nation’s eonfidence by
his statesmanship, his sympathetic grasp of human prob-
lems, his courage in meeting emergencies and overcoming
ohatacles, With a platform clear and concise in dealing with
the issues, and a Presidentinl candidate whose ideals are
pmbodied therein, the Democratic Party can look forward
with confidence to the expression of the popular will in
November,

Gafeguarding Lives and Property

There are just two things to this Government as [ see it.
The first is to safeguard the lives and properties of our
peaple; the second to insure that each of us has & chance to
work out his destiny according to his talents. This Involves
protecting him from being injured or oppressed by those of
superior acquisitivencss, and perhaps less conscience, who
seek to strain the rules to thelr own advantage.

In my opinion nearly all of our civie troubles are the conse-
quence of Government's departure from its legitimate fumv
tions. Our increassd population, and new conditions aris-
ing from new inventions often make it necessary o change
the rules in order to keep the balance between the people
ond those who would exploit them. Unfortunately, these
changes and sdjustments result too often in enhancing in-
chead of dimi the evila.

It is not t::.mb‘ﬁmn of Government to make individunla
rich; though too often has Government been bent to that
purpose, Nnrhitlfuuﬂnudmdminwlﬁumm

|
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the personal affairs of mankind, except insofar as it places
& bar against such things as involve injury, loss or dis-
comfort on others, 1 have ever been of the belief that st
tempting to enforee morals by law was as unjustifiable an
invasion of the field preempted by the churches and schools
as putting the Government into business is n viclenece of the
nation's industrial and commercial fabrie,

Government is not a pedagogue, nor a parson nor a pled
piper; it is merely a convenience of civilization by which
a set of rules is enforced on & community in the interest
of order and justice,

Federal Encroachment on States

Had it not been for the steady encromchment of Federal
Government on the rights and duties reserved for the States
we perhaps would not have the present spectacle of the
pecple rushing te Washington te set right whatever goes
wrong. But successive administrations have encourged this
gpirit of dependence on Government, either because of the
lust for additiona]l power on the part of Federal officials, or
simply because of n blind insistence on the Hamiltonian
principle of a strong centralized Government, as opposed to
the Jeffersonian idea of giving to the administration at
Washington only such functions as the States themselves can-
nat perform. This is not the time or place for a disserta-
tion on the ancient conflict between two schools of Govern-
ment. The gravitation of power to Washington has builded
a structure of administration vast beyond the imagination
of the builders of the constitution—complex, involved and
uncoordinated; a fabric of buremus, commissions, boards and
departments that overlap and Interfere one with the other
—and all at the cost of the people.

I am fully cognizant of the distress which prevails and the

magnitude of the problems confronting the country. “Out-
side influences over which we have no control” are not whally
nceountable for the depression and its attendant unemploy-
ment and distress, as President Hoover contends. It is true
that these are contributing factors, but the MAjor causes can
be found in the record of national legislation and the national
policics for which the Republican leaders are wholly re-
sponsible,

The Republican party has failed to adapt its policles to
changing conditions; to recognize that the evolutionary pro-
ceases of povernment must go forward to meet ever-
changing human needs, Despite the fact that exporience hias
proved the fallacy and inadequacy of many of their policies,
their spokesmen inform us there will be no change—that
these politics, which have proved so disastrous, will be ad-
hered to so long aa they remain in power,

They ignore the fact that the unprecedented orn of specu-
lation which preceded the bursting of the bubble in 1629 was
hailed by Republican leadera as a prosperity of their own
making. Much of the loss the people sustained was the

I
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direct consequence of the baseless optimism of an adminis-
tration that dealt with the people as though they were
{rightened children instead of men and women entitled to
the truth from their government.

They ignore the foreign tarifs retaliatory to cur Smoot-
Hawley bill, which have caused a tremendous decline in our
import and export trade and stagnation of commerce
throughout the world, They make no mention of their fail-
ure to enact remedial legislation when it became obvious that
this cutting off of international commerce coincident with
the bursting of the speculative bubble had prodosed unparal-
lelled aconomic and financial distress.

After long delay, during which they continued to lull the
nation by insisting that the end of our trouble was just
around the cormer, while banks were toppling and unem-
ployment was increasing, administration leaders finally ad-
mitted that the situstion needed action.

Republican Fallure

Temporary measures offered by the administration have
not been adequate to insure anything approaching prompt
ard general relief. Liberalization of these measures by the
Democratic majority in the House was defeated by the
administration.

These Democratic changes were not attempted with a view
of imposing m greater financinl burden on the government.
They were meant to mchieve the best results in decreasing
upemployment, rehabilitating industry and stabilizing eco-
nomle conditions, Charges of demagogy, emanating from
the White House, greeted every effort to enmct n bill that
would meet the eredit and employment needs of the country.

Whatever view may be held as to the so-called business
eyele; whatever may be real in the theory that business
panics inevitably follow great wars, the fact remains that
the master element of our trouble, the unbalanced budget,
lies on the doorstep of the Republican Party. Through ad-
ministration after administration, Republican officials have
8 conducted our flscal affairs as to change a large treasury
surplus unto m deficit of three billion in the space of less
than twelve years.

It is the business of government to maintain some measure
of relation between the receipts and expenditures of govern-
ment; to adjust taxes to the requirements of the treasury;
to curtail expenditures to bring them within income,

This three billion dollar deficit was not born overnight.
It has been developing and growing for three years, but
oot until the advent of the present Democratic majority in
the House was there any effort on the part of the executive
to balanee the budget. This necessitnted n huge increase in
taxes, Had the tax increases been made gradually as the
deficit developed, our budget would be balanced todany with-
out eonfusion. The country would not have exparienced
anything like the suffering wnd distress resulting from the
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sudden imposition of war-time rates on a people already
bowed by economic burdens,

Republican Vagueness
The Republican platform, as usual, earries a retrenchd
ment plank couched in vague, elusive terms—a striking cond
trast to the Democratic platform which demands a redued
tion of at least 26 per cent in expenditures. Republicans
have been in power for eleven years, They promised econd
omy in 1820 and in 1024, And in 1928 they gave assurance
of maximum efficiency at minimom cost. Despite their]
pledges, the costs of government have mounted steadily)
They were $3,848,000,000 in the first Hoover year. They
were over five billion in the fiscal year just closed.
Every effort of the slim Demoeratic majority in the Houss|
to effect real governmental saving during the last sessien
of Congress met the opposition of the administration, Whilke
proclamations and exhortations to curb federal expense were
being issued from the White House, department heads mnd
division chiefs wore appearing before the House Economy
Committee cpposing reductions which would affect their re
spective departments or divisions, There is not a single
saving that Congresa was called on to effect that could met
have been put in operation at any time sincé the incipiency
of the depreasion by the President himself, No nct of Con-
Eress was required to give him authority to tell his cabinet
officers that they must keep their expenses within a specific
amount,

Democrats Promilse Economy

The economy plank in the Democratic platform is a
guarantee that the President will not attempt to pass this
buck to Congress. I spesk with confidence in stating that
Democratic cabinet officers will extond required co-operation.
Congress will not be compelled, as it was during the last
session, to meet the opposition of forces within the adminis
tration whenever an effort was made to eliminate unneees-
sary expenditures or to check the growing bureaucrncy.

The Democratic economy plank is not vague. It carries
a specific proposal and a definite pledge. Under a Demo
cratic administration that pledge will be redesmed.

The Democratic tarif plank is equally definite and con-
structive, nnd must have a strong appenl to industrialists,
farmers, lubor and business men wha all suffered by the
wrecking of our foreign trade under the embargo rates,
With the highest tariff in the country's history, unemploy-
ment and its attendant human misery prevail; consequently
standards of living are rapidly declining, It is obvious
that American standards cannot be re-established and main-
tained under a poliey which throttles commerce, industry
and business. Republican speakers from the President down
assert that there will be no departure from this pelicy so
‘ong ms their party retains control.
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enling with ibition there was no attempt by the
DiI:a:nﬂ:‘Nltl:mﬂw:lhﬂmnﬁun to evade the issue, Unlike
tke prohibition plank of the Republican platform, which
leaders of that party are interpreting to conform with the
sentiments of their audiences, the Democratie plank !.l_un-
equivocal, understandable by every person whao has sufficient
intelligence to read. We stand committed to repeal, and urge
‘ugnactment of such measurcs by the several states as will
actuslly promote temperance, effectively prevent the return
of the saloon and bring the liguor trafe into the open and
under complete supervision and control by the States".

No sther constructive solution of the problems the Eigh-
teenth Amendment brought upon the country has been
offercd. Return of contrel and supervision to the states,
where It rightfully belongs, should be welcomed by all wha
renlize the growth of the evils which followed placing of this
power in the hands of the federal government.

Forcign Debis

With regard to the foreign debt, I fully subseribe to the
Demecratle Platform's statement, [ oppose cancellation. I
believe we can lessen the seriousness of the problem of ecl-
lecting our just dues if we restore a just tariff policy. We
must be fair and just, not only to foreign nations, but to
American taxpayers as well, We must be constantly on our
guard against what seems to be a growing pressure from
both Eurcpean and American sources for ﬂ-n:edlll.tim B
policy which I consider to be a policy of despair and of
deleatism,

The lack of a definite forelgn policy under successive
Republican administrations has proved embarrassing to this
country. The only vislble results of our foreign policy has
been the reduction of war debts more than 40 per cemt and
an nerense in taxes. In liew of a definite foreign policy we
kave u horde of observers, commissioners, delegates and
specinl representatives whese activities appear to consist
principally of cabling optimistie reports of their progress.

The failure to meet the depression emergency COUTSEe-
vusly wt its inception and the enactment of the Hawley-
Smoot tariff in the face of an almost universal protest are,
to my mind, the most naked evidences of the failure of the
Bepublican leadership to realize its responsibilities and live
ap ta its obligations. If no other errors had been committed,
these two things would be amply sufficlent to explain the
unpopularity of the present andministration and the wide
confidence that it will not be continued.

Republican Tarllf Responsible

The indicated imminence of victory brings with it Democ-
racy's vast responsibility. There is less elation at the pros-
pect of suceess jn November than awe that in our hands
is mbout to be placed the destinies of our country; the
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happiness of our people. To be adequate to this trost will
take the last ounce of our energy, our ability, our devotion,
In Franklin Rocsevelt we will have & President whose cour-
age, humanity and skill in Government have hees proved
in his years of public service. For my part, I pledge myself
to do my utmost to the limit of my capacity.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Jomw N. Gaswen

CAMPAIGN COMMENTS

“The recent upward trend in the steck market amd the
slight rise in commodity prices was to be expected. Tt is
due to the certainty in the minds of the American people
that there is to be a change in government. It is an on
disputable fact that nine out of every ten people believe
that Governor Roosevelt is to be the next president of the
U. 8., and the scceptance of this belief hus brought e
newed hope and confidence in the future. The people beliove
that a change in leadership will be helpful in all directions”

Senator John 8. Cohen, of Georgia.

“Frankly, I believe that Governor Roosevelt i the strong
est man the Democrats have on their slate. He is known
nationally as a clean, upright statesman and his record
;‘mnut be successfully nssailed. He doesn't try to ride two
h:h:eu going in cpposite directions.,..Day in and day ost,

'® 18 an upstanding, outstanding Ame M ]
hT't“h Canton, Ohio, Sun (Ind.}. o s iy

? country must depend on men like Rocsevelt, whe
has the nerve to stand up ngainst organized wealth, plute-
cratic and bureaueratie government, and declare that cur
national system of fAinanelal, commercial and industrial life
must be re-organized so that the masses may prosper instesd
of a single class."—Pierre, 8, D, Journal {Ind.}

hhj'nm“r‘ popularity ls no surprise ns the people of
* ':h;*“* feel an people all aver the country that Reosovelt
M th-T:rI:ﬂ."ba :“hm olected president, will help the ‘man
shind ot i
Greenvile, 5. C., Piedmont. (Indy - o

th

w;?u;hqthl: :ﬂl" and succesaful life, ought to know full

tion of weal oes not, never did, nor could favor a distriba-
th. Hididumthummh paltiative

would be
Iuhmmﬂ,_.' bﬁ::jdm*ﬂm of income."—Lancaster, Pa.

——
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LEADING ISSUES OF THE CAMPAIGN

UNEMPLOYMENT

An Indictment of the Hoover Administrative Neglect and
Misrepresentation, and s RHecord of Democratic
Actlon and Achlevement

Nowhere has the fallacy of Hoover vision and leadership
been more thoroughly exploded than in the mishandling of
the unemployment situation by the present Administration.
President Hoover's attitude toward relief of the jobless and
the recreation of employment has gone through many phasss.
In none of these has he demonstrated either an appreciation
of the problem or any conception of o solution.

President Hoover drifted from an attitode of “Bee nothing;
say nothing; do nathing” which characterized the months im-
mediately following the beginning of the depression into
resistance to the fact that unemployment existed. He re-
fused elther personally or through the agencies of the gov-
ernment to face the problem squarely. The number of gnen
out of work was consistently minimized, Efforts to alleviate
condilions met with determined opposition. The responsi-
bility of the Federal government was consistently evaded.
Even when the necessity of Federal relief was recognized
by every element of the population the President fought with
stubborn determination to eircumeeribe the Emergency Relief
Act. More than 10,000,000 were jobless, many communities
were verging on bankruptey, because of their efforts to relieve
distress, and suffering had reached mpproximately one-fifth
of the conntry's total population before President Hoover
gave his grudging consent to some measure of Federal ns-
sistance.

The hesitancy which President Hoover displayed in his
appreach to this pressing problem was all the more
blameworthy because of statements he had made in his cam-
paign for the Presidency. In his acceptance speech at Palo
Alta Mr, Hoover said: “There {8 no guarantes against
poverty equal to o job for every man. That is the primary
purpase of the economic policies we advocate.”

Again in his speech at MNewark, Sept. 17, 1928, he said:
“The Republican Party has performed unparalleled service
to the employess in our commerce and industry...Continu-
ous employment and prosperity of labor depend upon the
continvance of those policies.”

The esuntless men who walk the streets today, the millions
of women and children who lack sufficient nourishment and
the hemds of charitable agencies throughout the United
Btates can testify eloguently that these declarations of the
President have neither been carried out individually nor by
his party.
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For a true understanding of what the President has not
done in the matter of unemployment it is necessary to go
back beyond the campaign of 1928 when he made so many
fulpome promises. The record should be traced to 1921
when President Harding named an Unemployment Confer-
ence with the then Secretary of Commerce, Herbert Hoover,
ns its chairman.

Unemployment

That conference found that the national government was
not prepared to deal adequately with the task of getting
men into jobs. It reported that “there is no adequate ma-
chinery for getting definite statistics on the subject of un-
employment.”

As is so0 often the case with conferences and commissions
—of which Mr, Hoover is so fond—the report was the last
step taken, The actual situation, when and after Mr, Hoover
took office, had not been improved.

One other section of that report of 1821 fs interesting in
the light of Mr. Hoover's later statements. It was the con-
clusion of the members of the Harding conferenmce that
“Obwviously our employment arises from the aftermath of
the great World War, We have been plunged into a period
of violent readjustment and one of the bitter fruits of this
readjustment is large unemployment. This pericd of de-
pressicn and its accompanying unemployment have been con-
tinuous since the fall of last year.

"Very certainly the decline of industrial employment
(measured by the reduction of payrolls) has been less than
A000,000, It may perhaps be hazardous to mssume that it
has been more than 2500000, We are fairly confident tha!
2,760,000 is n maximum figure,

“We cannot with any confidfence go further thansto re
affirm our judgment that the number of persoms out of
work in the United States in the early part of September
1921, exclusive of those on farms, was possibly as large ns
4,500,000, although more probably somewhat less than that
number,™

Two facts are important. One, the conference’s statement
that the period of unemployment began only s few manthe
before the Republican administration came into power, the
other that the fhaximum estimate of unemployment was
“posaibly an large as 3,600,000, although more probably some-
what less than that number”,

Contrast these statements of Mr. Hoover, the chairman of
the conference, with those of Mr. Hoover the eandidate. In
his Newark spoech he said:

“When we (the Republicans) assumed direction of the
government in 1021 there were five to six million unemployed

upon our streets...Within restored these five
million warkers to mpjn,m;::‘r o

| |
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Unemployment  Increases

After a litthe more than three years of the Hoover Ad-

ministration three times the nu;ber ﬁmﬁﬂ:‘lﬂ

in 1921 by Secretary Commerce
_Tm:ndmnthmtﬁHMnmhﬂn{mmM
Candidate Hoover said the Republicans put back to work are
begrging for means of earning a livelihood and denied the
opportunity they seek.

President Hoover's refusal either to acknowledge the
paralysis which afflicted American business in 1829 or to
take some action of a remedial nature was merely a fore-
taste of his inaction with respect to unemployment. He
refused to see that the nation had entered into a period of
depression which optimistic statements only aggravated, and
he closed his eyea to the fact that the army of the idle was
being increased daily.

For many months it amounted to high treason to mention
the word “unemployment” within the doors of the White
House. The first actunl step taken by the Administration
was the creation of n Committee for Empleyment, which was
followed by a rapid epturn in the percentage of idle workers,

The Pablic Misled

The Administration, moreover, sought in every way pos-
sible to mislend the public as to the extent of unemployment
and minimize the actunl number of those out of work.
Agencies of the government in the Department of Labor
wore used to produce figures which actual conditions did not
justify and which were challenged repeatedly by all other
sources of information. The charge that there was an “in-
clination in some quarters to play politics with the unem-
ployment situation,” made by Secretary of Labor Davis in
Janunry of 1930 proved eventually to be an apt deseription
of Hepublican policy on the same subject.

MNothing could have savored more of partisan politics than
the attitude of the Republican Administration toward the
Wagner bills, These measures, three in number, were intro-
dueed by the Democratic Senator from MNew York in 1923,
When the false ern of Coolidge prosperity was still at its
height, Senator Wagner foreaaw the need that was to come.
He proposed m trio of related measures, Omne of these pro-
vided for the collection and publication monthly by the
Burean of Labor Statistics of unemployment statisties; an-
other for the long-range planning of public works up to
$160,000,000 to be undertaken in slnck industrial periods;
the third created a Mational empleyment system to co-sperate
with the State employment agencies on a 60-60 basis— the
state to appropriate an amount equal to the sum it received
from the Federal government, and approprinted §4,000,000
to insugurate such a system.

These billa followed in outline and in many respects in
detail the recommendations of the Harding Unemployment
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Conference over which the SBecretary of Commerce presided.
Seven years had passed without any move toward earrying
those recommendations inte effect.

The earlier pledge apparently meant nothing when &
Democrat finally endeavored to make law of n Republican
commitment. The three bills were passed by the Senats in
1930, but & Republican House passed only the first, which
provided for the collection of statisties, The second bill was
o mutilated by o House committee that Senator Wagner
could not and would not sceept it. The third was killed.

Relief Measures Dmpeded

In 1931 pressure for some action had become so great that
the Republican Congress was forced to yield but the Admin-
istration receded omly partially from its opposition. The
second of the Wagner bills, providing for long-range plan-
ning of public works was passed and signed. The progress
of the third measure was impeded in every possible way.
The Administration, motivated, many persons charged, by
nothing more substantial than the fear that the measures
would redound to the credit of the Democratic Party, spon-
sored a substitute for the Wagner employment agency bill
under the name of Secretary of Labor Doak. The motives
of the Administration were too apparent to deceive even the
Republican majority in the House, The Doak substitute was
defeated by a vote of 182 to 84 and the third Wagner kil
sent to the President.

President Hoover vetoed this mensure. In explanation he
affered what he termed “cold facts”, He refused to sign the
bill, he said, to “prevent a serious blow to labor™; becnuse
it would have abolished “the whaole of the well-developed
Federal employment service” and because it could not have
been made “effective for many months or even years™.

How contrary this was to public opinion may be judged
from the comment of Willinm Green, President of the Amer
ican Federation of Labor, He said:

“Now, when an aroused public opinion supported a pros
tical, constructive employment exchange bill and the Con-
gress enacted it inte a law and, as a result, hope was
revived in the hearts of the unemployed and their friends.
the President vetoes the bill, and in doing so, ndvises Labar
that the Federal employment service, which has long becn
an admitted faflure and which has rendered practically no
service, is to be continued and is to be the only Federsl
aseistance which the unemployed workers can have or expect.

“Warking men and women, whether employed or uncm-
ployed, have been bitterly disappointed over the exercise of
the Presidential vets. The unemployed particularly, will feel
that the government has failed them."

As non-partisan an agency as the Russell Sage Foundation
took issue with the Presidential veto, Mary von Kleck,
director of the Department of Industrial Studies of the
Foundation, directly disputed the henefits which President
Hoover ascribed to the Federal Employment Service, She said:
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President Hoover's Figures Challenged

“He found, as stated in his veto, that "the existing Federal
employment service {8 today finding places of employment
for men and women at the rate of 1,300,000 per annum.”
Examination of the published reports of the United States
Employment Service, and interviews since the veto for those
responsible for it in Washington reveal. .. that the 1,300,000
placements which the President credited to the existing Fed-
ernl service were all made by State and locnl agencies which
cooperate with the United States Employment Service. At
no point would this state and local placement service have
been terminated by the enactment of the Wagner bill"

The veto of the Wagner bill was not the final indignity
which the Administration heaped on the New York Senator
beenuse he had had the temerity to foree the Republican
party to fulfill its pledged declarations. At Senator Wag-
ner's suggestion the Senate approved a proposal that a
select committee investigate unemployment insurance Sys-
tems. Viee President Curtis designated Bemator Wagner,
and two Republicans, Senators Herbert and Glenn, for the
study, It is traditional practice to name the anthor of such
a proposal #s the chairman of the committee, regardiess of
the political complexion of the majority party in that body
or the Administration. President Hoover had made up his
mind, however, to discipline Senntor Wagner. At the organ-
jzution of the committee in New York Senator Hebert was
made chairman, The only reason he and his Republican
collengrue could give for thelr action was that the indicated
chairman was 8 Democrat. Jouett Shouse, in a statement
jssued st the time, truly said that “The altitude record in
reanut politics has been hroken."”

The failure of the Administration in relationahip to un-
employment cannot, however, be fully disclosed without eon-
gideration of the way in which the President and hiz ad-
visors juggled the estimates of the number of Americans
withoot jobs,

The first reference in this series of migleading statements
is taken from the Newark speech of Candidate Hoover. At
that time he said: *There was a temporary dip in employ-
ment last winter” but expressed the opinicn that as there
had been an increase in the production and consumption of
goods since that time “there could not be such & record un-
employment unless employment was steadily recovering™.
The figures of the Department of Labor Survey showed that
at the time Mr. Hoover was speaking there were 1,800,000
unemployed.

The first challenge of the Administration camc from &
Republican source, Sensior James Couzens, of Michigan,
ﬂﬂluthﬂmdumﬂhlntmhuwmm
number of unemployed In December, 1020 was 3,000,000,
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Misleading Presidential Statements

The President's answer to this in Janvary 1080 was the
statement that “The tide of employment has changed in the
right direction”, and an accompanying declaration from
Secretary of Labor Davis that, “The upward turn in em-
ployment has been steadily maintained”. In that same month
the President said, “The increase in employment is current
in practically every indusiry”. Again he was supported
by Secretary Davis who cited figures purporting to show an
increase of 3.3 per cent in employment over the previous
week,

Questioning of these figures by the New York State De
partment of Labor, with an accompanying estimate that
2,000,000 persons were then unemployed, drew o cry of
polities from the Administration but the final figures of the
Federal government for that month proved the New York
agency to have been correct.

These demonstrated discrepancies had no apparent effect
on the Administration. In February of 1830, the Employ-
ment Service of the Labor Department once mere said that
employment was on the upgrade and predicted that condi-
tions would be normal within two or three months.

The truth, of course, was that at the end of sixty days Mr.,
Green, whose organization had had an employment report-
ing division for three years, announced that 22 per cent of
the union men had been unemployed in February, that they
numbered 3,700,000 and that the condition of the wage
earner had never been as bad sinee the Amerlean Feders-
tion of Labor began collecting statistics,

In the same month that Mr. Green revealed his figures for
February, Secretary of Commerce Lamont made public the
results of the unemployment census which had been ordered
by the Administration. Thess so-called official figures were
based on an enumerntion which had covered one-fourth of the
population. In that selected ares Mr. Lamont said that only
574,647 persons or 2 per cent of the population were out of
work. On this basis his statisticians ealeulated that total
unemployment was 2,208,588, The “eateh” in the govern-
ment's figures was that they were based only on those with-
out jobs mnd took mo mecount of those who had been laid
off, temporarily or permanently.

The soundness of the estimate made by the Secrotary of
Commerce was quickly challenged and refuted. Individual
communities found that the administration’s figures were
8o far out of line as to be worthless, The American Federa-
tion of Labor on the same day that the Department of Com-
merce figures were made publie estimated unemployment st
4,600,000, not including office workers and farm laborers,
and placed the loss to wage earners in the first six months
of 1530 at $2,000,000,000,

D ———
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Actualitles Ignored

The Administration was evidently determined still to ig-
nore the actualities of the siteation. On June 5, 1930, Secre-
tary of Agriculture Hyde went to Indianapolis to address
the Hepublican state convention. In that speech Mr. Hyde
attempted to answer the criticism that the Administration
had not been frank with the American people on the subject
of unemployment. His reply was extravagant praise of the
Hoover Administration for its mctions and the astonishing
statement that because of thess great deeds, “The result was
that the unemployment, which threatened to freeze the activi-
ties of the nation has proved to be little more than seasonal
unemployment. There was relatively little distress.” *“Sea-
sonnl unemployment” was then & mounting curve of addi-
tional men out of work. “Little distress" was the establish-
ment of “soup kitchens” and “bread lines" in every large
city of the country,

In July of that same year the Census Buresu of the De-
partment of Commerce again attempted to justify its esti-
mate of only 2 per cent unemployment., Figures collected
| from Texas, Utah, Montana, Arkansas, Florida and Kansas,
| no one of which contains any large industrial population were
| used. ‘This obviously unfair effort to mislead the public was
| generally condemned. This was done not only by those with-
out the government but from within as well, Prof. Charlea

E. Persons, formerly of the faculty of Whllesley, Princeton
and Northwestern, who had been brought to Washington the
previous fall as an expert on the compilation of unemploy-
ment statistics, resigned becnuse he refused to associate

himself with the figures that had been issued. Prof. Persons
in & public statement explained that the figures used by
Secretary Lamont were based on the number classified as

“johless” wnd did not include the unemployed who had been

laid off as the result of the industrial depression, Ewven in

this limited classification it was Prof. Persons’ belief that

the estimated total of “jobless” should have been 2,578,700

instend of 2,000,000 because the Bureau figures had been

deduced “from picked arens where there are no large in-
dustrial centers and are not representative’. He further
| stated that “It is a reasonable estimate on the basis of the
detailed data released that we had over five million unem-
ployed st that time®.

False Hopes

President Hoover had long held the hope, as shown by his
statements, that the forces of nature opersting through crop
- movements would bring an end to the country's tribulations.
| When the summer of 1930 failed to bring any such develop-
mont he named the Committes for Employment, with Col.
Arthur Woods as its chairman, in October, This scon proved
to be but another of the Hoover Commissions. It was stated
it the time that it was named that the commities was to
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act as n co-ordinating body—another favorite Hocver form
of expression—and serve as rallylng point for the various
state and private forces concerned with means of allevinting
unemployment.

How unsatisfactory a solution of the problem this was
may ba judged by the statement in the same month of Will-
inm Green, “I don’t think," he said, “the government officials
realize the acutencss of the situation.”

The Woods eommittes had no effect certainly on the in-
crease in unemployment. The Standard Statisties Com-
Fany, a private organization, estimated the unemployment
as of the month of October at 4,500,000 which was
1,000,000 more than the government would acknowledge.
The same rompany estimated that the purchasing power of
the nation bad decreased $8,853,000,000 in the past twelve
months and that “incomes had declined because of wage cuts
and part time employment”, The Administration at the same
time was listing the prevention of wage cuts and the redue |
tion af employment. as nmong its accomplishments,

The contrast between what the Administration wanted to |
believe and conditions as they actually existed was re |
emphasized when President Hoover sent his message to
Congreas in December of 1930,

Mr. Hoover sald, “The number of those wholly out of
employment secking for work was actually determined
by the census of last April as 2,500,000, The Department of |
Labor index in the larger trades shows some decrease in
employment since that time.”

The extent of the “decrease” was pictured on the fourth
of December hy Mr, Green who said, “Ameriean Federation
af Labor estimates today showed 4,800,000 laboring men cut
of work in November, not including offiee workers and farm
laborers",

Some decroase {ndeed.

By the end of December the Labor figures had boen re-
vised upward of 5,300,000 and it was then for the first time
that President Hoover announced the allotment of relief
funds for public works.

The eumulative natore of the evidemer in support of the
charge that the Administration refused to seo or reveal the
truth is demonstrated by events of February, 1831, Euﬂl‘“l"l
were relenzed in that month of a consus taken by the Metro-
pelitan Life Insuramce Company among its policy holders.
Col. Woads interpreted these to mean .that there were be-
tween 4,500,000 and §000,000 unemployed, Miss Frances
Perkins, New York State Industrinl Commissioner, from lh![

tame set of facts estimated that there were 7,000,000, Mr.
Green, using labor union figures, said that there had been |
5,700,000 unemployed In January.

More Than 6,000,000 Jobless
Estimates of unemployment made by governmental and
private agencies coincided for the first time in April, 1931, |
It was then that Secretary Lamont first sdmitted that un-|
|
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employment included more than 6,000,000 persons and the
Federation of Labor figures reached the same peak.

Commenting on this increase in the government estimate,
Zenator Connally, of Texas, said, "If this is a fact what s
the explaration of President Hoover's statement of March 7
1940, that the low point of the depression is over and that
the ‘worst effects of the stock market crash on employment
will bo passed within the next sixty daya? "

During the summer of 1831 there began to be indleations
also that the Administration did not intend to pursue the
policy of preventing wage cuts on which it had embarked in
the initial stages of the depression. The determination to
maintain the level of wages had been too definitely an-
nounced and too widely applauded to be easily withdrawn.
There had, of eourse, been extensive wage adjustments but
to these the Administration closed its eyes. The drift away
from the no wage cut polley became apparent when Seere-
tary Lamont in a letter to Representative Condon, of Rhode
Island, declined to interfere in a case of wage reductions in
that state and sald that many corporations found themselves
in such a position that they had either to shut down their
plants or make a temporary reduction of wages, The Whits
House would not admit, however, even after the Lamont
statemeont that there was any change in the administration
attitude towards the prevention of wage reductions.

Such equivocation did not deter Prosident Greenm of the
Ameriean Federation of Labor, from announcing in August,
1821, that “More workers have taken cuts in the first half
of 1931 than in all of 1830." Nor did the criticism to which
the Administration had already been subject provent Secre-
tary of Labor Doak from sponsoring n statement in that
month in which he made it appear that the United States
Employment Service hand placed 638880 workers in the four
months prior to July 81 when the facts were that the Federnl
agencies had placed only 281,780 in that period.

There was one important development during this sammer.
Official recognition was at long last given to the word “on-
emplayment” by the White House. Col, Arthur Woods of the
Committer for Employment sailed for Europe and simualtan-
cously announcement was made that the Commission on
Unemployment had been born with Walter S. Gifford as
its chairman. Hard ms it was to tell when the one extran-
eous body died and the other came to life it was even more
difficult to determine what new service, if any, the commis-
sion intended to perform which the committes had not. The
limitation of co-ordination and co-operation was still retained,

The announcement by Mr. Green in September, 1931, that
with the normal seasonal guin in unemployment 7,000,000
persons would be cut of work by winter found substantintion
all over the esuntry, Municipalities everywhere were reach-
Ing the end of thelr resources in private relief. Publis

were being badly strained to provide “made work”.
“Depression Villages” bearing such apt titles ns “Hoover-
¥ills" and “Hoover Helghts" were springing up in the neigh-
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borhood of eity dumps and in the shantytown districts of the
land. Yet the entire weight of the Administration was still
directed against any form of Federal relief, Local relief
has never been considered a “dole”. Federal participation
in direct relief has always been so classified,

The tide of unemployment failed to turn even with the
advent of 1932. In January the Labor Federation estimated
between 7,600,000 and &000,000 individuals had been oot of
work in December and that a total of 20,000,000 were victims
of this condition, By January the estimate had passed
8,000,000, In June of this year the Federation took into
account the factor of unemployment among unorganized
workers for the first time and as a result placed the jobless
figure at 10,634,000 which brought into the ranks of those
out of work more than a fifth of those normally employed in
the United States.

The Intest statement of Mr. Green made public on July
17, 1932, gave 11,000,000 as the number of unemployed
and predicted that without some change In the sitaation
18,000,006 woull be similarly classified by this winter.

No Adminlstration Program

When the Congress met sgain it became apparent that
some metlon had to be taken by the Federal government
to eome to the aid of those communities which had exhausted
their own efforts for relieving the idle. State executives,
municipal heads and relief workers from every section
of the United States testified to the immediate need. The
Administration not only challenged these statements but
threw all the weight of its influence against such a program.
The efforts of Senators LaFollette and Costigan to provide
Federal relief as soon as the Congress met were defeatod
despite an astonishing array of testimony as to actual con-
ditions, Efforts to obtain from the White House some indi-
eation of the Administration program designed to meet the
situation were fruitless.

Democrats Propose Hellef

After waiting more than six months for President Hoover
to announce some plan of Emergency Relief, Senator Joseph
T. Robinson, Demoeratic leader of the Senate, made public
a nine-point program, providing for n bond issus of $3,000.-
000,000, of which $1,500,000,000 was to be used on Federal
public works, $1,400,000,000 for the purchase of sound public
works bonds or debentures of the States and their sub-
divisions and $100,000,000 for loans to limited dividend hoss-
ing corporalions.

The proposal met with the Indorsement of such leaders
as Owen I, Young, Alfred E. Smith and Bernard M, Baruch.
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Democrats Force Hand of President

The action of a Demoerat forced the Administration out
ints the open. On the day following the anmouncement of
the Robinsom plan President Hoover proposed an increass
of $1,600,000,000 in the amount placed at the disposal of the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, Of this sum he pro-
poaed that $300,000,000 be allocated to States and munici-
palities for direct relief purposes; $40,000,000 to be devoted
to finanee agriculturs] exports and the remainder loaned by
the corporation to States and municipalities for construction
purposes. Not only had the Democrats foreed Mr, Hoover's
hand but his program when finally announced followed close-
ly suggestions which Senator Wagner had ndvocated for a
long time.

The struggle which followed, prior to the passage and
signing of the Emergency Relief Act, was one of the bitterest
in which a President and Congress have ever engaged. Presi-
dent Hoover was uncompromizsing in his attitude toward any
and all amendments. Initially he resisted any appropriation
for public works construction. At long lnst he yielded with
qualifications to the inclusion of $120,000,000 for advances

under the Federal Ald Highway Law, §16,000,000 for the |

roads and trails in the national parks and $186,224,000 for
public buildings and waterway improvements “when condi-
tion of the Treasury permits",

The Administration refused utterly and violently to accept
the Garner relief program. The dispute over this measure
resulted in a controversy which astounded the nation, The
Speaker of the House proposed an appropriation of $2,100,-
000,000 for relief measures. His bill allotted $100,000,000
for direct relief to be administered by the President, $20d,-
000,000 to be loaned to the states for the alleviation of dis-
tress, an increase of $1,000,000 in the funds of the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation and approximately $900,000-
000 to be devoted to public buildings in all parts of the
country. Speaker Garner explained that by means of the
public buildings feature it was his intention to spread in-
creased employment out as evenly as possible,

The President’s denunciation of this measure had but little

effect on the vote in the House. Republican support enabled
the measure to be brought up under s specinl rule and after
four hours debate it pussed 216 to 182, The Senate and the
conferees of the two houses retained many features of the
House bill. The provision making the funds of the Recon-
struction Finanee Corporation available to all borrowers was
among them. This produced another clash between the Presi-
dent and Speaker Garner in the course of which the Demo-
cratic leader mecused the President of being interested only
in “elass legislation” and announced it as his purpose to
“start at the bottom” in granting reliefs. Congress supported
this position and sent the bill to the President, where it was
vetoed. On the closing day of the session Congress adopted
the existing Emergency Relief Act, The Democrats inserted
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in this bill the safeguarding publicity clause which will
keep the public informed of all loans made by the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation. This protection of the tax-
payer gave the Administration some uneasy moments, but
the bill was signed on July 23, 1932,

It lacked but three month of three years after the depres-
sion begun before President Hoover finally entered into this
remedinl step, How sorely some form of Federsl aid was
needed may be judged by the fact that applications from
states for a part of the $300,000,000 relief loan fund which
the measure included amounted to more than $200,000,000
within a few days after the measure was passed,

The unemployed totalled 11,000,000, many municipalities
were bankrupt, more than a fifth of the population was
leading o subnormal existence before the Federal govern-
ment through the Admindstration ncted, It is a record on
which the Administration may well be indicted for neglect
of duiy.,

Roosevelt's Hecord Olied

In sharp contrast with this record is that of Franklin
D. Roosevelt s Gavernor of the State of New York, He was
the first state executive, apparently, to semse the coming
crisis in unemployment; at least, he was the first to take
official actiog to reliove the situation in his own state.

In November and December, 1920, the regular maonthly
reports from 1,700 of the factories in New York showed a
total drop in the number of persons unemployed of 6.2 per
cent. The State Labor Department st once assigned workers
from other bureaus to the free state employment offices to
asgist men in finding additional jobs,

As the situation becnme more and more alarming,
Franklin It Roosevelt did not seck to delude elither himself
or the people Into an optimistic acceptance of the sltas-
tHon. In March, 1080, before the sdministration In 'Wash-
Ington had officinlly admitted any need for serious concern
—Hoosevelt appolnted & Committee on the Stabilization
of Industry. This committes made n thorough survey snd
eo-ordinated all lines of activity in relation fo the anem-
ployment problem, Its roport In November, 1080, showed
the gravity of conditions, Tn March, 1081, Governor Roose-
velt urged the Republican leglslature to make the com-
misslon official. The suggestion was rojectod,

Began Rellef Program

In August, 1931, the Governor called the legislature inte
extra-ordinary session and addressed them in person In-
stead of sending in a message as was customary. He de
fined the duties of the state to its poople and emphasized
the mbsolute necessity for immediste official action for the
alloviation of distress. He recommended the ereation of a
Temporary Emergency Relief Administration with an alloca
tion of twenty million dollars to meet the needs of the
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: ined a definite plan of action. This time his
m: :::1 heeded; the h;m-t-m acted In sccordanes
with his progeam, thercby setting up in New York State
the first, ns well as the most effective of all, state and
nutlonal bodies slnce created for emergenscy relief ald.
This fall, the people of New York will vote on an additional
thirty million dollars in bonds to be used for emergoncy
relief aid.

Governor Roosevelt also was one of the first of high public
officials in the country to advocate unemployment insurance.
He nppointed a very able Commission to make a thorough
study of all phases of unemployment insurance and pre-
szpted its repert to the New York legislature with a request
that s suitable measure be enacted along the lines of the
report,

As a result of his insistent plea for help for jobless men
and their families, more than 141,000 families have been
tided over this period of crocial need and, in all, more than
a million persons have been aided.

COMMENT

In the second place, for the last 10 vears the Trensury
Department has been paying out secretly refunds of laxes
for the war years. [ presented the figures here some time
ago as to how much had been paid out, the enormous sum of
$1,850,000,000 secrotly paid out by the Treasury Depnrtment
to these who paid taxes during the war years, Tt has been
L2 yenrs and more since the war, and if we had that $3,858,.
000,000 the Treasury would be in & very much botter condi-
tion than it is in now. We would not be hunting new sources
of taxation if that money were in the Treasury.—Senator
McKellar of Tennessee in the Senate, May, 1932,

Governor Roosavelt:

“America has no Caesar. America has no Charlemagne.
America has no Napoleon. America has na Lenin, America
prefers, and always will prefer, her Washington."

Governor Rocsevelt :

"l think we are all beginning to realize that some mew
factor is needed in our economic life ms a nation. We are
beginning to find that mere drifting is not enough."

I propese to show that this leadership (Republican) mis-
understood the forces which were involved in the econamic
life of the eountry, that it encournged a vast speculative
baom, and that when the reckoning came the administration
iﬂu x;rlnk—-mt honest—with the people, and by blunder.
ng ments and actions postponed necessary read just-
ments. {Governor Roosevelt st Columbus, 0., Aug, 20, 1982.)
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AGRICULTURE

When Herbert Hoover wanted the farmers of the country
to join in making him President of the United States, he de-
clared that the condition of Agriculture was the first problem
to be solved by the incoming administration; he pledged him-

self to a program for farm relief, The farmers believed him

and they helped to eleet him.
Today the eondition of Agricultire is worse than it has
ever been before in the history of the country, although

Mr. Hoover has had four years in which to work out a pro- |

gram for ita relief,

Ko other president ever had a better chance to fulfill his
promises to the nation. When he eame into office, the
peaple had faith in him personally because of the thorsugh-
ness with which Republican money and Republican propa-
gendn had contributed to the spreading of the myth as to
his super-efficiency and power ms & proaperity producer of
the very first order. He had a clear majority in both the
Senate and the House of Representatives. All he had to do
wes to formulate a program and ask that mensures be en-
acted. The farmers themselves were hopeful, especially
when it was announced that there would be n special seasion
of Congress to consider the question of farm rolicf,

The President Falls

Today, the net result of Mr. Hoover's failure to mest the
needs of the farmer is summed up in the following statement
from the July, 1932, bulletin of the Department of Agricul-
ture:

“Bo far, Nature has done her part and the growing crops
present n generally excellent picture now at midseason * * *
“The nation-wide picture of good crops has its darker side
in the continued low level of prices, Many of the important
farm prices have declined even further during the past
month.  The average price index of farm produets was
thought to be seriously low in June two years ago when it
stood at 123 (pre-war being 100), A year ago, it hed
dropped to B0, Now it is about 52"

Ko sharper picture could be drawn of the paradoxical sit-
uation existing today in & land of plentiful resources.

An equally significant revelation of the steady decline of

Agriculture in contained in the 1030 census of Agriculture
by the Federal Bureau of Census and in statistics complled
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. These show that
from 18520 to 1680, the valoe of all farm lands and buildings
in the United States dropped from $66,000,000,000 to $47.-
000,000,000, The value of farm equipment in the United
States decreased §263,000,000,000, while the annual farm in-
eome in this country during that period decrensed $2,534,000,-
000, If similar statisties for 1832 were available, they would
show s far greater decline than that indicated by the re-
ports for 1980,

|
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The plight of the farmer is further indicated by some fig-
ures taken from The Congressional Record Appendix.

The National Industrial Conference puts the annual in-
come of the farmer at $730.00 a year, eliminating the interest
ke has to pay. Compared with other workers, outside of
farming, the farmer's income is much the lowest in the list,
Along with & steadily decressing income has gone a steadily
ineressing indebtedness so that the report of the Bureau of
Economics, Department of Agriculture, today shows that
existing farm mortgage indebtedness increased from $3.320.-
AT0,000 in 1810 to §9,468,626,000 in 1928, with a drop in
farm land values from $66,816,002,802 in 1920 to $44,145.-
210,800 in 1831, & decline of $22,170,781,636.

The purchasing power of the farmer in the same period
was redoced 49.1 per cent.

Farm taxes increased from 100 in 1914 to $266 in 1930,

Farm Prices Drop

Farm income dropped from $16,000,000,000 in 1918 to lesa
than §7,000,000,000 in 1032,

The value of farm products, according to Bureau of Labor
Statistics, has fallen 629 per cent. since July, 1929, while
the prices of farm implements have fallen only 13.4 per cent.

The National Grange has compiled statistics that show
that 682,850 farms were transferred ns o result of fore-
closure and delinquent taxes during the years 1926-1032,

Is it any wonder that the farmer, along with the millions
of hungry and destitute people in the United States today,
has ceased to look ta Republican leadership for any hope of
relief?

Is it any wonder that the bitter statement has been made
that it would have been better for the farmer if Hoover had
stated bluntly that he expected to do nothing for agricul-
ture? At least then the farmer would not have rested his
ease in the hands of authority that has succesded only in
postponing any plans for self help that farmers might have
initinted for themselves,

AR the beginning of the Hoover administration they had
already made definite progress in shaping opinion around
definite measures that would have helped the farmer, The
Nutional Grange favored the export-debenture plan for the
relief of agriculture. Other leaders endorsed the idem of an
equalization fee on exported commodities,

Mr, Hoover, whose whole career has centered around the
promotion of mining ventures abroad and in the United States
until recent years, declared agninst the ideas submitted by
the proponents of export debentures and the equalization fee,
He favored the establishment of & Federal Farm Board with
full plenary powers to deal with the problems of Agriculture,
He not only favored the creation of & Fedoral Farm Board;
he insisted upon the creation of a Federal Farm Board.
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“This is not a theoretic formula,” he said. “It is o business
propasition, designed to make farming profitable.” He in-
sisted that his method was the best method; that it would
not hurt the eountry; that agriculture would benefit. Pros-
perity and an “equal opportunity in our ecomomie system
with other industry” was his promise to the farmer. “It
is our plain duty,” he said, “to semrch oot the common
ground on which we may mobilize the sound forces of agri-
cultural reconstruction.”

The Agricultural Marketing Act, creating the Federal
Farm Board, was passed in 1929 at the spec nl session callel
by the President to consider Farm Relief, Hoover signed the
bill on June 15, 1928, The broad intent of the Act is set
forth in Section 1 which says, “That it is hereby declared to
be the policy of Congress to promote effective merchandising
of agricultural commodities in interstate and foreign com-
merce, 8o that the industry of agriculture will be placed on a
basis of economie equality with ather industries, and to that
end to protect, control, and stabilize the currents of interstate
and foreign eommerce in the marketing of agricultural com-
modities and their food products.”” “The policies of The Farm
Board,” declared Mr. Hoover, would “protect the farmer from
the depressions of seasonal gluts and periodical surpluses.”

He said also: “I stand pledged to these proposals. The ob-

* ject of our policies is to establish for our farmers an income

equal to those of other occupations: for the farmer’s wife the
saume comfort in her home as women in other groups; for the
farm boys and girls, the same opportunities in life as other
boys and girls. So far as my own abilitices may ke of service,
I dedicate them to help secure presperity and contentment in
that industry {(agriculture).”

It had  high sounding ring to it, as so many of the Presi-
dent's words have, The farmers decided that they would
accept it with hope, although most of them felt that any
optimism whatscever was unfounded in view of the inexcus-
able provisions of the Smoot-Hawley tariff,

Tarl Against Farmers

The' Smoot-Hawley tariff revision started out, according to
the advocates of “limited tariff revision” at the special farm
rel'ef seasion, as & mensure in the interest of the farmer. It
ended up, as do all Republican tarif mensures, in the inter-
est of the dealer and the manufacturer, It was the highest
s well as tho most indefensible tariff act ever imposed upon
the American farmer,

Together with the regrettable policies of the Federal Farm
Board, it has stripped the farmer of everything except a
grim determination to change the conditions under which he Is
now living. For these the President must accept full respon-

sibility—a responsibility that includes the present economic
|paralysis of national business and the misery of millions

who trasted him to safeguard not only the rights of agricul-
ture but the interests of the nation s & whole.
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Closed Eurcpean markets, retaliatory tariffs, ill will in all
trade relations, depressed prices at home, buying power re-
duced to the vanishing point—these are the results of the ad-
ministration’s so called relief for the farmer. The iniquities of
the Smoot-Hawley tariff have been discussed from all angles,
It is not necessary to dwell on them at length here. Ewven
before the bill was signed, thousands of economists through-
out the nation gave solemn warning as to what the results
of such an Act would be. All classes of people joined in
an urgent appeal to Hoover not to sign the bill—not te pen-
alize the American people through ensetment of & measure
that would destroy not only the farmer’s hope for the future
but the chances of the United States in all European mar-
kets,

Arrogantly defying sound advice of farmers, sconomists,
business men, professional groups of all kinds, the President,
having first insured for himself all rate-making authority,
signed the bill. In round figures that signature has cost the
farmer about $400,000,000,

The Federal Farm Board has cost them not only the total
cf the ruinous drop in the prices of wheat, corn, and cotton
—along with the ariginal $500,000,000 appropriated for its
aperations—but millions and millions of dollars in storage
charges on surplus wheat held throughout a long period of
time,

A close survey of the record of the Farm Board, as pre-
sented in the public prints, discloses a persistent disregard
of suggestions and plans of farmers from the very begin-
ning. Its stabilization program succeeded in stabilizing no-
thing but the misfortunes of the farmer,

High Salaries Pald

As a corollary to this, it is interesting to note the salaries
paid to Farm Board officials,

“Five hundred million dollars, at the behest of the Presi-
dent, was placed by the Congress in the hands of that board
and all the machinery he asked for it,” said Mrs. Nellie
Taylor Roas in one of her recent speeches. “The salaries
thnt in this perlod of depression have been pald to some
of lts auxiliary ngents are lttle short of seandal; seveniy-
five thousand dollars to the man handling the cotton trans-
etlons—a salary equal to that of the President of the
United States; Afty thousand dollars to the man handling
the wheat transactions thirty-flve thousand and twenty-
five thousand dollars to others. Traveling expenses and
-hﬂﬂmmhmﬂmh"lmlhdmtm
five million dollars in one year,

“And what have the farmers to show for this cutlay?

at five conts a dozen in places in the Middle West; but-
ter at nine cents, and until the recent spurt in the market
'mrhmmliwm:ndmm“hmﬂpﬂuu
the lowest in our lifetime.”
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In 1828, the average price of wheat was from §L00 to
$1.10 & bushel; in 1981, it was 38% cents, while in many
instances growers received as little as 25 cents a bushel for
their grain. In 1928, the high average for corn was $1.025;
the low average price was around 756 cents. In 1841, the
high average price was n little over 61 cents and the low
average price was around 23 cents. In June, 1032, the aver-
age price for ALL commodities was 93 per cent. of pre-war;
the average of all farm products was 53 per cent. of pre-war,
In other words, the average farm commeodity was selling at
less than half what other commodities were bringing—the
low agricultural level bringing down the total on all com- |
modities.

If any further indication of what has happened to the
farmer under the Hoover administration and his farm
Board be needed, it may be found in the figures showing the
total value of the principal farm cropa of the country for
1920 and 1931:

For 1928, the Department of Agriculture reported the
value to the farmer of 756 principal crops produced in the
United States at $8,088,494,000.

For 1831, the value of the same crops was reported at
£4,122 850,000,

This shows n shrinkage in farm erop values in only twe
years of almost $4,000,000,000, or nearly 50 per cent.

Farmers Lose Farms

Consideration of these facts and figures makes it casy to |
understand why it is that thousands uwpon thousands of
farms are being disposed of at sherifls sales in every state
in the Union.

The Farm Board has been a costly and & painful exper-
lence for the people of the United States. The record of ita
failure to serve the American farmer can be amplified almost
endlessly. Only & few people have gained any comfort what-
soever from its cperations. One of these apparently was
former representative Franklin W. Fort, of New Jersey, who
expressed satisfaction some time ago in the fact that the

Farm Board had provented “a complete disruption of ﬂmj

nation's banking and business structure” (Those words have
& familiar sound in connection with everything that the ad-
ministration does.) He addoced » lot of reasons to explain |
why thiz was so at that particular time but, inasmuch as the
farmer now is concerned only with the question as to how he l
can save his lands from the sheriff and his family from want, |
it is not impartant, perhaps to summarize the viewpoint of |
the few who feel that the policies of the Farm Board have |
afforded adequate relief, |
The farmer today is looking to a mew leadership for 8|
solution of the dilemmn in which he has been placed by the
policies of President Hoover, High scunding words from
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him reiterating the statement that he has provided adequate
relief for the country, will fall on deaf ears,

The American farmer knows the lesson well that has been
drilled into his memory in the school of hard experience. He
in nefther stupid, nor gullible; neither is he genercusly trust-
ing his futare to the wisdom of one who knows the land as
gealogicnl mining strata better than he knows it an the
bearer of life-giving crops for the sustenance of mankind.

The Roosevelt Record
Franklin I}, HRoosevelt, the nominee of the Democratic
party, Is & real American with practical farming experience,
As Governer of the Btate of New York he has sponsored
legislntdon that removes from farm real estate the suffocat-
Ing burden of taxation, placing It, on an equalization basis,
on the Stato itself, r
Une of his first oficlal wcts, after his lnsuguration ns
Grovernor, was the appolntment of an Agricultural Advisory
Commission to survey the needs of the farmer in the state
nrNﬂYurkmmlumtlnﬂuhﬂmMiuﬂdmlhc
wuy for future development of the roeal disiricts.  These
suggestions, embodying the opinfons of farmers themselves
and of all classes of people interested I6 the lund and its
problems, were speedily enacted into law.

-
Democratic Proposals

The Democratic party proposes to restore agriculture
through better financing of farm mortgages, through recog-
nized farm bank ngencies at low rates of interest on an
smortization plan, giving preference to crodits for the re-
temption of farms and homes sold under foreclosure; it ad-
vocates extension and development of the Farm Co-operative
Movement and effective control of farm surpluses so that
American farmers may have the full benefit of the domestic
market; it favors enactment of every constitutional measure
that will aid the farmers to receive for their basic farm eom-
modities prices in excess of cost.

It has pledged itself to the people in & sclemn covenant to
carry forward these mensures for the rehabilitation of Agri-
culture. In doing this, it will be willing to be guided by the
knawledge and the experience of those who have suffered
most in the debacle that has followed in the wake of the
course ordered by Hoover. It recognizes the farmer, not as
i puwn in the games of commerce and industry, but as an
individual whose labor and whose profits belong ta him; and
22 & human being, with human rights and human inter-
dependence with each and every group in American Na-
tional life,

Perhaps it is President Hoover's inability to adapt himself
to the human equation inseparable from all considerations
of the cause of agriculture that has prevented him from
arriving either at an understanding of its nesds or at a
means of meeting them.
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THE TARIFF

The Smoot-Hawley BIl and Executive “meddling.

The Democratic Policy.

The consensus of opinion among economists and other dis-
interested students of tariff taxation, as evidenced by their
published utterances, is that the existing high tariff act en-
acted by the Republican Congress in 1930 and the reaction
thereto in the form of retalintory tariffs and other trade
barriers by the principal foreign nations of the world ein-
stitute the largest single underlying factor in precipitating
the existing ecomomic depression. Governor Roosevelt has
declared that the main issue of this campaign is our present
ceonomie eondition.

The chief economic issue between the Republican party aml
the Democratic party is the tariff, and this issue most clearly
exemplifies the Republican doctrine of special privilege as
opposed to the Democratic doctrine of “equal rights to all
and speelal privileges to none”

The Republican party favors a tariff upon imports suffi-
ciently high not only to enable the domesfic producer to un-
dersell in the American market the like imported foreign
product after adding the amount &f the tariff, but also to add
u huge profit to the production cost of the domestic article
This iz called “protection of home industry.”

The beneficiaries of the high protective tariff policy of the
Republican party are a group of manufscturers who have
enriched themselves by pocketing the amount of the “pro-
tection,"—or tarlil bonus—when the rates are fully effective,
in addition to their legitimate profits in manufacturing their
products. They are the onesswho supply in largest measure
campaign funds to the Republican party in exchange for
these tariff benefits.

The Democritic Theory

The Democratic theory of tariff taxation is based upon the
necessity of providing revenues to the government—hence,
the phrase "a tariff for revenue only"—and providing fair
competition between imported and domestic products, with-
out injury to legitimate domestic industries, and safeguard-
ing of interests of lubor,

The present Democratic attitude on the tariff is expressed
as follows in the national platfarm adopted at Chicago:

“We advocate a competitive tariff for revenoe, with a fact-
finding tariff commirsion free from executive interference,
reciproeal tariff agreements with other nations, and an in-
ternational economic conference designed to restore interna-
tional trade and facilitate exchange.”

The Tariff

| A fact-finding tarif commission, like that referred to in
this plank of the Democratie platform, was established in
the sdministration of Woodrow Wilson to supply information
to the President and the Congress concerning possible
changes in rates, to enable the President to recommend and
the Congress to enact such changes, In the Fordney-MeCum-
ber tariff mct, which became a law during the Harding ad-
ministration on September 21, 1922, a clause was adopted
authorizing the Executive to increase or lower tariff rates
fifty per cent. upon recommendation of the tarlll commission.
| This clause, known as the “flexible cluuse,” was adopted un-
| der the false pretense that it would be repealed as soon as in-
| ternational trade conditions became normal, The inference was
plainly given that its adoption was for the purpose of lower-
ing excessive rates during that peried of chaotic economic
conditicns, and not for increasing them. This pretense was
long ago abandoned, and the Republicans perpetuated the
fiexible clause in the existing Hawley-Smoot Act, with the
power to change rates fifty per cent. in the hands of the
President. The last Congress passed an nct restoring the

rate-making power to Congress which was vetoed by Presi-
dent Hoover.

International Trade Conferencs

The whole tariff situation has been so compliested by reo-
talistory tariffs and by trade tredties non-revokable over a
period of years during recent Republican administrations,
it is the sober judgment of economists that the damnges
caused thereby cannot be repmired by the ordinary proe-
eases of tariff making; that the impediments and barelers to
international trade must first be removed through agreementa
or understandings reached in an international conference,
[ul'urc actunl rate-making begins, To this method of restor-
ing normal and competitive tariff rates and to that extent
L'E“M“' the economic depression, the Demoeratie party is
committed in the Chicago platform.

The disastrons effects of the Hawley-Smoot taril act are
the culmination of the Republican high tariff policy since the
War, beginning with the passage of the Fordney-MeCumber
Aet of 1022, which lovied & tariff tax upon the Amorican
people of $4,000,000,000 annually, mssuming that the full
rates of duty in that bill were effective, The enactment of
this bill was followed by retalistory tariffs abroad and alsa
| the exodus of some American manufacturing plants with an
| export trade. Despite the high rates in the 1922 tarifl act,

!'nmlm nations, especially the European nations, were sadly
in nesd of the Ameriean products, both agricaltural and
manufacturing. Money to fupply thess needs was
loaned by American capital, with the result that during the
peried of industrial and financial inflation and speculation
in this country, they reached n maximum of approximately
$10,000,000,000, Great as this seems, it is nevertheleas be-
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low the figure that American trade would have reached at
the regular rate of increase through ordinary expansion un-
der normal pre-war conditions. The Fordney-MeCumber Act
of 1822 placed high rates on agricultural produvets, but there
was no appreciable benefit to agriculture on its exports for
the reason that agricultural products selling in & world mar-
ket mre governed by the prices in that market, so that the
rates on major exportable products were wholly ineffective
"]lpﬂ-l' uer’." [}

With the advent of the Hoover administration in 1029,
that administration proposed increases on agricultural pro-
ducts with the avowed purpose of placing agriculture upon
a parity with the manufacturing industry.

In his message to the special session of the Seventy-firat
Congress, April 18, 1920, President Hoover declared in favor
of “an effective tarif on agricultural products that will com.|
pengate the farmers' higher cost and higher standard of liv-
ing." In the same message, he favored & “limited revision”
of tariff rates on industrial products, and defined them as
follows:

“The test of necessity for revision is, in the main, whether
there has been a substantial slackening of activity in an in-
dustry during the past three years and a consequent de-|
erease of employment due to insurmountable competition in|
the products of that industry.” |

The present tariff bill, framed by the Republican Ways and
Means Committee, Willis C. Hawley of Oregon, Chairman
(who was defeated in this year's primary for renomination),
was introdueed in the House on May 7, 1829, Instead of pro-|
posing a limited revision of industrial rates in eonnection
with increased agricultural rates, every schedule in the tarif
act of 1922 was cpened up and large increases made, so that|
with the passage of the bill the former disparity between ag-|
rieultural and industrial rates was made still greater, The
bill was passed on May 28 under a gag rule which practi-
cally shut off debate and prevented amendments from haing
offered by the opposition. |

The Senate Finance Committes (Senntor Smoot of Utah |
Chairman) held only five days’ hearing on the bill, and be
tween July 1B and September 4 redrafted the measure !r:]
secret sessions.

The Grundy Case

From the beginning of the hearings in the House until ﬂu'
finnl passage of the bill by Congress, the House and Senate!
Office Buildings, and the corridors of the Capitol, swarmed
with lobbyists of special intesests, most conspleuocus of whom
was Joseph R. Grundy, President of the Pennaylvania Manu.
facturers’ Association, and for years its chief lobbyist in the
National Capital. The activities of the tariff lobbyiste be
came 80 threatening and pernicious that they amounted to s

| office,” and added:
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public scandal, and a Senate Lobby Investigating Committes
was appointed, with Senator T. H, Caraway (Dem. Ark.)
Chairman, In & report to the Senate, October, 1820, this
Committee revealed that Senator Hiram Bingham (Rep,
Conn.), & member of the Senate Finanee Committee had
taken one C. L. Eyanson, assistant to the President of the
Connecticut Manufacturers’ Association of the Finance Com-
mittee, in employment as his secretary, The report of the
Committee further declared :

That Eyanson continued to draw pay from the Conneetiout
Manufacturers’ Association at the rate of 10,000 & wear
while employed by Senator Bingham.

That Eyanson received a letter from the President of the
Connecticut Manufacturers’ Association during his employ-
ment by Senator Bingham, saying: “You have done a great
desl more than we ever bargained for in the beginning," and
that “the results will bear fruit for some time to come,"

That E. & Davis, a director in the Connecticut Manufac-
turers' Associntion, In a letter to President Hubbard, ap-
proved of “Our having & representative in Mr, Bingham's
“In this class of work you get what you
pay for." Henator Bingham was censured in a Senate reso-
lution which declared that his sction in the Eyanson case
was “contrary to good morals and Senatorinl ethics and
terds to bring the Senate into dishonar and disrepute, and
stch conduet is hereby condemned.”

H. E. Miles, Chairman of the Fair Tari# League, esti-
mated that under fifty-two classifications of the new tariff
bill, the Connecticut manufacturers were given additional
profits of $52,000,000 as a result of Eyanson's services, The
Senate Lobby Investigating Committes reported in substance
on Mr. Grundy's activilies as follows:

Grundy Wrote Tarlll Law

“That Grundy is the self-confessed author of the tariff
Plank in the Republican National Platform of 1928,

“That he cama to Washington to see that the goods were
delivered as per the platform plank he wrote.

“That he sttempted to influence the action of the Commit-
tees in charge of the tariff bill so that the contributors to his
fond (Grundy mdmitted raising & campaign fund in the
1928 election of $700,000) would get their money back.

“That in sixty-five of the lending industries of the State
{Piﬂnlﬂﬂ?lﬂilllr the bill, ns recorded by the Senate Finance
Committes, recommended raises in the duty in the case of
forty-two, signifying added profits to the manufacturers of
that State, if the rates became effective, of $1,186,000,000 as
computed by an expert statistician of the Department of
ml::m and shown in a table inserted in the Congressional

“Though the result is not to be attributed wholly to him,
who so liberally contributed &t his instance to the party
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war chest may gain some idea of the value of the services of
hr. Grundy in connection with the {Hawley-Smoot) tariff
legistation."

By these asctivities, Mr. Grundy's name is inseparably
linked with the existing tariff act, as is that of President
Hoover, who dg:!ud it.

Although President Hoover was committed in advance to
a “limited revision" of the tariff, he did not once interpose
or offer any objection te the methods of Grundy and his
follow lobbyists in obtaining exorbitant rates and generally
increasing all the schedules in the bill,

When the Hawley Bill, as passed by the House, was intro-
duced in the Senate by Senator Smoot {Rep., Utah), Chair-
man of the Finance Committee, which therehy became the
Hawley-8moot Bill, the Democratie minority, pledged to
agricultural and industrial parity in tariff rates, attempted
to carry out their pledge with the ald of Republican Pro-
gressive Senators,

The Senate coalition increased some rates in the agricul-
tural schedule and then brought about decreases in some of
the most extortionate rates in the Industrial schedules, and
were in a fair way to bring about an approximate parity
between the agricultural schedule and the industrial sched-
ules, when the tariff lobbyists increased their sctivities and
by the old disreputable method of logrolling, trades and
deals, brought a reversal of votes already taken and pre-
vented other contemplated reductions in the industrial
schedule. Sugar, pig iron, alominum and aluminum uoten-
sils, cement, lumber, hides, were among items on which
rates were reduced originally by Senate votes and later
revokied.

Huowley-Smoot Tl Denounced

The Hawley-Smoot tariff bill was in the hands of Congress
one year, five months and eight days. The press of the
country, including leading Republican papers, was generally
opposed to it. A poll of editors taken in June, 1930, by the
North American Review showed that 81 per cent in New
England were against the bill; in the Middle Atlantic States,
T8 per cent; in the Socuth and Southwest, 80 per cent; in
the Middle West, 67 per cont, and In the West, 58 per cent.
The Democratic press was practically unanimens against the
bill; 77 per cent of Independent editors and 45 per cent of
out-nnd-out Republican organs were opposed to it Many
leading business men, including Henry Ford, denounced it
in public interviews and many foreign governments protested
agnist it. The most conspicucus protest and warning came
from 1,028 leading economists of the United States, con-
nected with 179 universities and colleges in 48 states,
They urged the President to veto the bill, and clearly
pointed out the disastrons results that would follow If the
bl became a law, Their statement follows:

T
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It (the Hawley-Smoot bill) would increase prices to the
domestic consumer, with no possibility of benefiting many
claeses of workers and all professional people, whose prod-
ucts enjoy no tarilf favor,

It is no benefit to the majority of farmers, whose prod-
ucts have no important competition in the home market,
compelling them to pay higher prices for what they buy
and restricting the sale of their products abroad, i

It wounld injure American export trade by restricting im-
ports, affecting not only foodstuffs, but the products of
exporting industries such as copper, automobiles, agricul-
tural machinery, typewriters and the like.

It would provoke other countries to levy retaliatory
turiffs agalnst American products, of which there are al-
remdy evidences,

By erecting further barriers to our foreign trade it mili-
tates against American manufacturers, already highly pros-
perous, who supply 96 per cent of manufactured goods con-
sumed in this country and are looking to foreign markets

to absorb their increasing output.
It weakens the securlty of American Investments abroad

—amounting to between twelve amd o half and fourteen
aud o half billlons of dollars—by making it more diffenlt
for the forelgn debior to pay the Interest thereon, as well
as on the war debts, due this govdrmument.,

It will not relieve unemployment, as claimed, because em-
poyment cannot be fnereased by restricting trade,

It will inject a bitterness into our international rela-
tians.

It violates the spirit of the World Economie Conference,
at which this country was represented, and which declared
that “the time has come to put an end to an Increase in
tariffs and to move in the apposite direction,”

It endangers world pesce by sowing the sceds of a tarifl
WAEr,

Everything these economists predicted has come to pass,
with the single exception that the disastrous effect of the
depression which the Hawley-Smoot Act helped to precipitate
wore so great that many beneficiaries of exorbitant rates in
the bill eould not take advantage of them by ralsing prices,
but were compelled to sell their gocds for what they could
met because of the spread of unemployment and the dimin-
ished purchasing power of the masses.

The Farmer Pays the Price

The Hawley-Smoot Act as prophesied has boen of no bene
Bt to many classes of farmers, who were taxed in the hill
for the benefit of manufmcturers more than $400,000,000;
"xpart trade has been reduced mere than one-half and s still
falling; retaliatory tariffs have been levied against American
Products; the security of Ameriean debts abroad has been
Wweakened, and the payment of interest on war debts has re-
faired the granting of a moratorium; unemployment has not
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been relieved, but has increased ; bitterness has been injected
into cur international relations, and the seeds of & tarll war
sown by that et are now bearing bitter fruit

Was ever an economie prophecy more completely fulfilled?

The Republican proponents of the Hawley-Smuut Tariff
bill also made a prophecy, expressed by the Republican leader
of the Senate, James E. Watson of Indiana, on the day of
the passage of the bill in the Senate, Benator Watson, said;

“It is quite true that we are in the midst of & financial
depression. .. .but T here and now predict, and 1 ask my
fellow Senntors to recall this prediction in the days to come,
theg if this bill {Hawley-Smoot Tarif billy is passed, this
nation will be on the upgrade fAnanclally, economically and
commercially within thirty days, and that within & year
from this time we shall have regalned the penk of pros-
perity."—Congressional Record, June 13, 1630, Page 11085,

Was ever an economie prophecy more thoroughly dis-
credited by events? Was ever an economic prophecy made
which so completely reveals the fact that the proponents and
supporters of this legislation had no conception or under-
standing of the conditions that confronted this country and
the world when they were voting to add more than s bil-
lion dollars of mdditional tarilf taxes to n bill that already
carried §4,000,000,000 largely for the benefit of special in-
terests &t o time when the nation was facing the worst
financinl and economic erisis in its history?

Prior to the passage of the bill, President Hoover had inti-
mated that he had an “open mind” as te whether or not he
would sign it; it was also stated he would refer the bill to
experts; yet on the day following its final passage in the
House he announced he would #ign it. “He has thus saved
the bill,” eaid the New York Times, “but has he saved his
own official integrity 1"

The President's official integrity suffered in another ro-
tpect from his action on the tarif bill, He had long ad-
voeated expert fact-finding in government as a basis far
executive action, but he rejected the ndvice of the 1,028
experts on the tariff. Also, with respect to the flexible elause,
which transferred the duty of fixing rates from the President
to the Tariff Commission, to be either nccepted or vebosd
by him, he acted contrary to his own declaration on the sub.
Ject of rate making in a spesch at Boston, October 15, 1928,
when he sald:

“Tho American people will never consent to delegating
nuthority over the tarll to any commission, whether non-
partizan or bl-partlzan, There s only one commission to
which delegation of thas nuthority can be made. That is
the great commission of thelr own choosing, the Congress
of the United States and the Presldent, It is the only com-
misslon which can be held responsible to the electorate,™

The Democratie platform advocates “a fact-finding Tariff
Commission free from Executive interference.” The last ses-

-
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sion of Congress passed a tariff bill providing for a sclentific
fact-finding commission, and restoring the rate-making power
to Congress, which President Hoover vetoed,

Hoover Flzes Fates

The only move President Hoover ever made to influence
Congressional action In connection with the Hawley-Smoot
tariff bill was to retain the rate-making power under the
fexible clause in the hands of the Executive. On September
24, 1629, in a public statement he said:

“l have no hesitation in saying that I regard it of the ut-
most importance. . ..that the flexible tarl®, through recom-
mendations of the Tariff Commission to the Executive, should
be maintained.”

The present Chalrman of the Tariff Commission, Dr.
Thomas Walker Page, who served in a similar capacity in
the sdministration of President Wilson, and who is a
recognized authority on tariff and tariff-making, holds & con-
trary view to that of President Hoover concerning the rate-
muking power, In his book, “Making of the Tariff in the
United States,” he says:

“It is neither expedient nor constitutional to entrust the
fixing of (tariff) rates to the wisdom either of an adjust-
ment board, or the President, or any other administeative

“agency."

The futility of making tariff changes under the flexible
clause with the Tariff Commission dominated by the Execu-
tive is shown by the record of the Tariff Commission under
the Fordney Taril? Act of 1922 and that of 1930, Under the
1922 Act, up to September 27, 1929, the Commission re-
ported upon forty-nine cases; the President proclaimed
thirty-seven changes of rates—thirty-two increases and five
ecrenses. The five decreases were on Bob White quail,
Paint brush handles, mill feed, cresylic acid and phenaol. This
covered & period of more than seven years, or at the rate of
five changes a Vear.

Under the first two years of the 1030 Hawley-Smoot Act,
the Tariff Commission reported on fifty-six cases; the Presi-
dent proclaimed thirty-one tarif changes—thirteen increases
and eighteen decreases. Rates on forty-two commodities, in-
cluded in these cases, were left unchanged.

The articles investigated in two years comprise about
eloven por cent of the dutiable imports of 1931, or $75,000,-
000, Duties wers decreased on nearly $14,000,000 and in-
creased on $0,000,000. Rates wors left unchanged on the
balanee, $52,000,000. The result is that in two years' work

Tt were net decreases on articles of impart of $5,000,000
valuation, which, of course, i negligible,

An Economic Falsehood
A ehief econamic falsehood of s high protective tariff policy

i that it provides and protects high wages for American
'ﬁll‘l:ﬂg MR,
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Mo less an economie authority than Senator Cordell Hull
of Tennessee, in commenting upon this falsehood of pro-
tection for labor, declares:

“Lahor received 96 per cont of its wage increases and its
redvetion of hours during the Wilson (Democcratic) Adminis-
tration. They originated in the non-tariff sheltered in-
dusiries....The pay of wage earners under the Hawley-
Bmoct tarl has fallen at the present time in the amount of
$0,000,000,000. . . . About 25,000,000 of the nearly 80,000,000
wage earners derive no benefits, but actually suffer penalties.”

Senator Hull is also on record ns saying that “wages here
and everywhere mre governed by the productivity of labor
....The American wage earner gets double the British wage
because he produces more than double the British produe-
tion, and treble the German wage because he produces more
than three times the amount of the German production per
man, in most instances,”

H. E. Miles, Chairman of the Fair Tariff League, says:

“No informed person measures wages by the amount paid
per hour or per day, but by the return in production for the
wages paid; that is, by the wage cost per palr, per pound
cr per yard produced.”

He cites the following illustration:

“An American girl runs twenty-five to thirty knitting
machines and knits 1,800 pairs of good cotton socks in a
day for a piece price of two cents per dozen pair or one-
gixth of one cent per pair, which nets her §3.00 per day—
the lowest price per pair and highest wage per day in the
~werld in this industry.

“An American operator weaves 13,000 yards of medium
ine cotton cloth per week for a wage of $16.00. She runs
from thirty to seventy-five looms against six to twelve looms
in England, Why should she not get two and one-half times
the wage f:r five times the output?

“An East Indian cotton mill, with cotton growing near the
factory door, pays its operators an average of §1.26 per
week. And yet, India sends to the United States for drills
and denims beeause ours are made cheaper with our $14.00
wage than hers.”

Mr. Miles holds that the tariff should never exceed the wage
cost, and then points cut that the tariff on hosiery and knit
goods, which averages sixty-four per cent is two and a half
fimes the wage cost; on medicinal preparation, the tariff
avernges twenty-four cents on the dollar with only seven
cents wage cost; on perfumery and cosmetics the tariff
averages forty-seven per cent with wage cost of cnly seven
cents.

Tarlf Injustices

Citations of inequalities and Injustices in the present tariff
act could be made indefinitely. It was enacted primarily for
u specinl privileged class, It has not only failed but it has
almost wrecked the international trade of the world.

R
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In addition to del't.ﬁ)ﬂug one-half of the export trade of
the United States, the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Act, supplement-
ing the effect of its forerunner, the Fordney-MeCumber Act
of 1922, has had the effect of driving many Amerlean plants
out of the United States in order to carry on their export
trade under more favorable tariff conditions.

At the end of 1928—the year the original bill first passed

| the House—there were 467 American plants in Canada with

an investment of $500,000,000, according to the United States
Department of Commerce,

On September 17, 1881, nccording to information lssued by
the Dominion Burean of Statistics (Canada) there were
L071 American plants in Canada with an investment value
of §1,100,000,000,

In his book, “American Industry in Furope,” Professor
Frank A. Southard, Jr. of Cornell University says that in
1900 there were only 28 American owned manufacturing
plants in Europe, and that in 1020 there were more than
1,300 companies or organizations elther owned by or under
the influence of American corporations in European countries,

While exnct statistics are not available, it is known that
American plants both in Canada and in Europe have greatly
increased in number sinee that time. The present estimated
value of American plants in foreign countries is now $7.000,-
000,000, These factorfes now employ foreign labor and
ll-!:ztl‘r use foreign materinl—all to the detriment of the
American workman and the American producer, who other-

wise would supply the labor and the material for manu-
facturing.

GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT ON THE TARIFF

One other objective closely related to the problem of sell-
ing American products is to provide a tariff policy based
Upen economie common sense rather than upon pali:rc; hot-

- This country during the past few years cul-
m nnl.h:i Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1920, has com-
pelled the world to build tariff fences so high that world
trade s decreasing to the vanishing point. The value of
Mhl internal ly exchanged ia today less than half of
'ué;:mthm:r four years ago.

man and woman who gives any th

lhhjmr{nnn that if our factories run win Sﬁfh:t;du;ti.‘;.

I;;n-ﬂl turn out more products than we as o nation can
pe ¥ use ourselves. e answer is that if they are to
- on B0 capacity, we must sell some goods abroad. How
__:n:! do that if the outside nations can not pay us in cash
- we know by sad experience they ean not da that. The
erm:" mqu::ln pay us is in their own goods or raw
iy t this foolish tariff of ours makes that impos-

“What we must do is this—to revise our tarif on the

basis of a reciprocal exchange of good other
of 8, allowi

:;ﬁtr:rlvh ll.ndtu ufwwrlfom-hylndl “‘“liﬂ:‘h

3 mqf“'ﬂ not seriously throw any our in-

and incidentally making mpossl
in this country the comtinuance of pur’; mﬂunpnlilﬂ 'Jit:.'.];

CAUSE un to excessive prices for ma neCoes
W of
of life” (R Address, April 7, IHS.J;F " -
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OUR VANISHING FOREIGN THADE UNDER
REPUBLICAN HIGH PROTECTIVE TARIFFS

The foreign trade of the Unlted States spproximsting tem
billien dollars in 1025 has been reduced more than ome-half
in the séministration of President Hoover, and the end is
pot yot. The decline, s shown by the reports of the De-
partment of Commerce for the first slx months of 1932,
rapldly continoes. The grester part of this loss cen b
traced directly to the Hawley-8moot Tarif Act, which be
came effective Juna 18, 1830,

The emormous loss im American foreign irade since the
frwt year of the Hoover administration, citing the official
figures of the Commarce Department, is as follows:

Exports Imporia Teotal
2,842,801 348 5,001.000618 6004481968

4,513,501,337

243,760,250  2,089,802,098
The losses in foreign trade by years were:
Esporta Fmports Total
1830 from 1929 §1,897,600,853 §1.588.207 447 $2,706,574,000
1931 from 1030 1,416,582,110 #71,288,621  2300,220,831
1941 from 1029 2,81T.206,043 2,800558,048  6,104,TH4,031
The net loss in the two years of 1030 and 1031 was merv
than fifty per ceni. American foreign trade for the first
wix mopthe of 1932 waa as follows:
Ezports lwports Tatal
$241,803,000 §I57.584,000 §1,880,867,000

Comparad with the first six months of 1831, the totsl
trades for the period shows a losa of $023,701.000; n loss
of $EEIRMEDO0 from 1030 and & ks of §3.510,108,000 from
1884,

At this rate of decline the forelgn trade loss for the cal
epdar year of 1832, compared with the first year of the
Hoower administration, would be more than six and m half
billion dollnrs

Frem June, 1980, following the original passage of the
Hawley Tariff bill in the House in May of that year, W@
June, 1935 the wvalue of American exports fell 875 per
cent, or more than two-thirds the valus of cur export trads
in tha first half of 1929,

Republican spokesmen have trled to maks it appear that
tha greater part of this losa waa due to a decline in the
wvalue of cur exports, but this is disproved by the fact that
tha sverage decline in wholesals commodity prices in the
United Ststes during that period waa only 81.7 per conf,
and this included, of course, many domestie artlcies that do
not figure to any extent in the export trade of the United
Blates,
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When the numercus exorbitant rates In the proposed

dllﬂmmtmwlullmﬂimﬂ
n the House, it was gemerally assamed that these rates
pould be greatly modified by the Sennte, and if not, that
President Hoover would refuse to slge o messure in wiols-
fien of kin proposal for & “lmited revision,” mnd further
pocause of the views he had expressed concerning the im-
portance amd necessity of malntaining forelgn trade. Mr.
Heover's views on the necessity of maintaining forelgn trade
n woiced in 1622 have added importance by reason of the
iforts of Republican spokesmen now to belittle the losses.

Presbdent Hoover's Views in 1028

Mr, Hoower, in & speech at Newark, New J , Beptem-
bt 17, 1028, sald on this sabject; e

“More than two milllon families in the United States earn
feir living today by producing goods for exports amd mn-
ther milfion families earn their living In the manufacturs
raw materials, This mesns more then statisties, It
higher standards of living—more jobs make more
Forelgn trade is no artificial stimulast to employ-
Tts development bs o vital contribution to the welfare
the Amsrican workman, the Amerlean merchant and the
ran farmer. 1 propose that we shall continue this
o 1o our peopla,”
|qhm-mhnm-dthwﬂupm eifects of
| Interference with or stopping of American exports. He

C:u: r:bbpr;ﬂ.ﬂ,‘ -u:mhl.lu te Bouth Ameries or Europs,
utnin workers are thrown out of emp In
ichigan. The suffering dess not atop there, ItMm

®eel mills slacken in Pennaylvania and Indiana. The
thines employ fewer workers at Lake Superior. And evETY
frmer in the United States suffers from the diminishing
1$nl power and enforced stringency in thousands of

) Luter un in Boston, October 18, 1998, Mr. Hoover, discuss
'E surplus productive kn the United States, siressed the
freesity of imports ms well as the disposs) of the surplus
¥ mxpanding exports. He sald:
hLTv [2sure continuous employment, we mast fnd & profit-
market for these surpluses. .. The expansion of sxpert
e has . vital importance in atill another direction, The
foods which we sxport eontribute to the purchase from for-
% countries of the goods and raw materinls which we ean-
Surseives producs, We might survive ss & mation,
o 50 lewer living standards amd wages, [f we have
mmuunrunrmhﬂ-uwmm
;::;ﬂ:d-::u. Hut aur whele standard of life
much of the joy of living destroyed,
™t were demled wuflicient imports, Without continusd in-
l'k'llalw tropleal products with those of the temperats
® sections of the world, including our own countey,

TS
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would stagnate and degenerate in civilimtion.—The Grea|
War brought into bold relief the utter dependence of natiom
on foreign trade.”

When as a result of the efforts of the tariff lobbyists, led|
by Jeseph R, Grundy of Pennsylvania, it became eviden
that the rates in the original bill were not to be reduced
but that many were actually incressed, practically ever
foreign nation with which the United States had any con
siderable trade took alarm. More than thirty such nati
presented protests on more than two hundred articles beard
inerenses of duty. Among the nations so protesting were:

Austria, Argentine, Canada, Crechoslovakia, Denmark|
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany
Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Irish Free State, Japan
Netherlands, Newfoundland, Norway, Perzsia, Roumania
Union of South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland
Turkey.

The Result Abrosd

When these protests proved unavailing, the menace b
their trade contained in the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Act wa
met by retalintory tariffs which strock a heavy blow to thi
export trade of the United States. -

The following figures from the Department of Commers
show the balance of trade in faver of the United State
in 1929 with the principal countries that protested the
Hawley-Smoot Tarifl,

CRTBAR s55ssieersivasrrmnrrrensnrns $445,000,000
United Kingdom ....oocvvereansenee. 516,000,000
Germany ...ccosccsssrvassrennnsres LEG000,000
Australin ......cccviiiinsirarssanss 118,000,000
IPERBEE auiisi's s huvsnonbrnenasnnaat 000,000
ATRenting .....viicisrvisovaninasns  SE000,000
Denmark 47,000,000
Netherlands .....cciviisacincannan 44,000,000

The following table shows the average monthly purchase ing taly

of the ten best customers of the United States in 1929 o
a percentage of their purchases to the total value of Uni
Btates exporis.

Purchases Per Cent

1—United Kingdom ......... $70,500,000  18.2
—Canada ..........c0000..  T0,600,000 16.2
3—Germany ................ 35,500,000 81
d—Japan ...........0000... 25,100,000 58
B—FERN0R ccvovvvrernnsinona 21,600,000 5.3
G—Argentine .. 18,000,000 4.1
T—Italy vuiisnannrnernnnsnns 15,600,000 4.8
B—Australia ... 14,300,000 33
O—China P 12,300,000 28
10—Mextien +cvvsvrees 10,500,000 24
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The effect upon the export trade of the United Btates as
0 result of the puszage of the Hawley-8moot bill is strikingly
shown by the average monthly purchases of what are now
the ten best customers of the United States for the first five
months of 1932, .

Purchases Por Cent

1—United Kingdom ......... $25,000,000 18.2
2—Canada ................. 22,400,000 168
m sassssainsaseaass 14,000,000 0.0

sessrrsarasaseas 11,200,000 78
6—China .......covvnnvnnns. 5,500,000 a0
T—Philippines ............... 4,100,000 29
&—Netherlands ............. 4,000, 000 2.8
By e s 4,000,060 28
10—Belgium ...........00c.0.. 3,500,000 24

It will be noted that while the
kave been practically maintained,
678 per cent.

percentages of purchases
the loss in value has been

Importance of Export Trade

Proponents and defenders of the h protective tariffs
of_t]ur Smoot-Hawley Law adhere hiihh“ seems & fixed
policy among them to belittle the importance and wvalue
of foreign trade in our economic and industrial system,
They wsuaily refer to it as merely nine or ten per cent the
value of our production, Even Mr. Hoover in his Newark
speech Ir: 1628 ®o referred to it. While the export trade
of the United States has not varied much from ten per
production in many years, the fact remains

many of our principal exports are many times that
mm Producers of the major products in the export
o are largely, if not wholly, dependent upon that trade
the success of their enterprises. For instance, in 1629,
m of cotton were B4.8 per cent of total production,
ve been higher, Wheat, rye, tobacco, lard, refined
thmm] um products, copper, and many other articles are
argely dependent upon their export trade. The follow-

e shows some of the important products, with their

Percentage of total production, exported in 1029:
e U AT s
Tobaceo, leaf ., .., W vans  ELE
Ermﬁhn i o Fawn 40,1
Copper ......, sravnasssansnnsra DD
Labricating ofl .................... $1#

Mﬂ;mlm...“....,,....,.. gr:
gﬂuﬂturﬂ machinery ....... veee SBE

...... Il

20.9

LR
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Per Cent Exporied
Locomotives ........cecs waiaiemnne S
Wheat ...iivivians i e 17.0
Gasoline and naphtha ............. 138
Automobiles .......cocivarsnssenss 1040

United States Buffers Heavily

It has been asserted many times by Republican spokesmen
that in the general decline of foreign trade, many other
nations have losf more than the United States, the principal
ereditor nation of the world, The facta are that the United
Etates hns been the heaviest sufferer in loss of exports of
any of the seven creditor nations, and with a much greater
percentage of loss than any of the debtor nations. The
following table prepared by the Industrial Conference Board
shows the decline in the percentages of exports and imports
of the seven creditor nations in 1931 as compared with

1930,

Percentage of Decline

Exporta Importa

United States ............ —3089 —31.7
Great Britain ............ —31.8 —17.4
BRI oannsis vasnsnins —31.5 —18.4
Framee .icociceiosiasrarses =il —19.6
Netherlands IR - £, | =217
Switzerland ......000000000 —234 —16.8
Belgiom ...icovvivevnnnees —ild —22.9
Total, all ereditors .... —31.0 —21.8

Of the debtor nations, Cannda was the heaviest loser from
1930 te 1931 with a percentage of 81.7 on exports, but her
imports dropped 37.7 per cent.

The enormous loss of the foreign trade of the United
States s due primarily to the Republican poliey of economic
isolation. It is the climax to the tariff policy of that party
under almost twelve years of reactionary leadership, The
eulmination of the poliey of economic isclation was the
Hoover panie.

The important facts in the history of this policy are suc-
cinetly set forth by United States Senator Cordell Hull of
Tenncasce, an eminent recognized authority on economics
end fiscal affairs, from whose statement the following ex-
tincts are taken:

Huleldal Republican Policies

“Amerien, following 1820, but had to offer reasonable in-
ternationsl co-operation with respect to exchange, finance,
eredit, and liberal commercinl policies, and to give the warld
leadership in support of & low or moderate tariff and friendly
wrade policy in order to go forward fnancially, Industrially
and commercially, with ample foreign markets for her ever
increasing surpluses, Unfortunately, the narrow, blind and

- _._——“____M
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selfish leaders, who dominated the Hepublican party, decreed
the opposite course for this nation during the ten years
to follow, They proclaimed the suieida]l policy of extreme
nationalism or economic isolation, which in its practical
application meant that each nation keeping aloof from all
cthers would as nearly as humanly possible live unto itself,
producing what it needed at whatsoever cost; that each
would fence itself off with impregnable tarif walls and
retain its own separate price level, varying in height, but
higher than the world level; that the policy of international
finance, credit and trade co-operation would be flouted and
all domestic producers told to depend upon the home mar.
ket .
“The first big step was the enactment fn 1922 of the Ford-
ney tariff et with rates made abnormally high upon the
twe-fold pretext that there were some sporadie imports by
reason of collapsed exchanges and currencies, and that a
flexible provision had been inserted under which the rate
structure would be reduced when such imports ceased. In
vain did Democrats protest and point out that ours hemes-
forth is essontially an exporting nation: that our future
prosperity depended upon a growing export trade, employ-
ment, and a prosperous agriculture; and that for the four
years 1018-22 our excess of exports over imports was §9,600,-
000,000, These ideas were brushed mside by those then as
fince drunk with power,

Benator Hull Makes Analysis

“Other nations following our leadership proceeded to raise
hi]:h_!.htlr respective tarif walls, while others did so in
!‘ﬂlllu!.til:ln Agningt us or another country. Under the new
-_Mmrlnln doctrine that every country should produce what
& consumes, Japan, India, China, South America, and
others went forward with the work of establishing textile,
thoe and a large variety of other plants to meet their home
needs, while sgriculture was expanded for purposes of all
home foodstuff supplies, all of which cut off our trade oppor-
tunities. Bitter trade strife naterally broke out in many
parts of the world, as ench nation blocked the exports of
h;nl-ulwber and eaused the piling up of surpluses, The Fordney

f us a fair ilustration only permitted imports of dutiable
e manufacturers of $378,546,000 for 1827 in 1913
F values, and this item is the best test of the height of

L :Iljl:eu'irmtuu. This was but nominal.
0 cortain temporary and abnormal developments
:::m 122 to 1928, Republican leaders were able mn:;miw
- mislead the peaple as to the true effects of their archaic
& ;““E policies: Firat, we proceeded during these years
ity fl'l IIIEME.DW.BDE abroad which chiefly made possible
ﬂiltdh:T:dn trade a8 we have had, Active, though badly
tr;rnu: and lopsided domestic business was maintained
- nexpectedly large automobile expansion, the expendi-
§7,000,000,000 on bullding construction, the expan-
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sion of installment sales to $8,000,000,000, and the expendi-
ture of §2,500,000,000 on railways and highways. These
temporanry factors gave us such business activity as we
had during those years despite the Fordney high tariff,

“"The Hawley-Smoot act was the ‘straw that broke the
camel's back’ in that it precipitated worldwide anti-American
feeling, that grows more bitter each month as it causes still
higher tariff barriers to be erected against our trade.”

While the decline in the foreign trade of the United States
can be attributed to the Hawley-Smoot Act as the largest
single factor, and to the retalintory tariffs enacted against
it na a second factor, the two together do not wholly account
for the 529 per cent loas from 1920 to 1981, nor the 67.8
per cent loss for the first five months of 1932, compared with
the similar period of 1929, The cessation of foreign loans
during the stock market boom pericd, when money was
worth more in Wall Street loans than in foreign investments,
also played an important part. Between the end of the War
and the height of the stock market boom, people of the
United States invested more than $15,000,000,000 in foreign
securities,

This accounted in part for the large export trade of the
United States in the post-war period, This large sum not
only aided the foreign nations to buy Ameriean goods, but
also helped them in the payment of their debts due the
United States. When these loans ceased, it necessarily had
the effect of reducing purchasing power of these foreign
nations. The unequal distribution of gold and the redoced
purchasing power of more than half the people of the world
through the decline in the value of silver also had its effect
upen the silver-using nation. But the fact remained that
the prime factor in the decline in international trade, not
only in this country, but in the principal countries of the
world, was the Republican policy of economic isclation eli-
maxed by the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Act and the retaliatory
tariffs it provoked, Not only did the retaliatory high tariffs
in European countries affect the foreign trade of the United
States, but they affected adversely international trade gen-
erally, until today the principal nations of Europe are tariff-
walled countries.

The Hawlay-8moot Tariff bill, like its predecessors under
Republican administrations was framed primarily for the
benefit of the manufacturing industry, Despite the high
duties in the Fordney-MeCumber Act, during the period of
lonns to Europe where with to finanee purchases from this
country, the manufacturing industry in 1020 supplied 40.1
per cent of our total exports, amounting to more than
$2,000,000,000. Since the passage of the Hawley-Smoot Act,
the percentage of manufactures to the total exports of the
United States has dropped to 421 per cent and the value
has fallen from $2,000,000,000 to $050,000,000, So it appears
that the manufacturer has been one of the largest sufferers
fn foreign trade from the tarilf policy framed primarily in
his interest,

e e .

Fiscal Affairs 73

FISCAL AFFAIRS

Republican Extravagance Sets Highest Record of Peace-
Time Appropriations—Declinlng Bevenues and
Increasing Dheficlts

A ten billion dollar Congress was President Hoover's first
exhibit in the fulfillment of his election pledge to “inexor-
ably pursue present policies of cconomy in government.™

The SBeventy-First Congress, Republican in both branches,
appropriated for the first two years of President Hoover's
administration $10,240,810.315, as compared with $9,208,-
4TE 502 appropristed by the Republican Seventieth Congress,
eovering the last two years of President Coolidge—nearly n
billion dollars increase,

The last Coolidge Congress was “the high peak of govern-
ment appropriations for peace-time netivities, up to that
time, “sccording Lo Representative Joseph W. Byrns of
Tennessee, then the ranking Democratic member of the House
Appropristions Committee and now the Chairman of that
Committee. “President Hoover's first two years, after
d_aiucting drought and unemployment relief have set a new
high mark in goverflment extravagance,” said Mr. Bryna,
Administration apologists at the close of the last Republican
Congreas attempted to create the impression that this “enor-
mous and staggering total,” as characterized by Mr. Byrns,
was due to appropriations for the relief of drought sufferers
and unemployment, including appropristions for President
Hoaver's Federal building program, but Mr, Byrns pointed
aut that the total relief measures amounted to only $196,000,-
000, which left practically three-quarters of a billion dollars
fﬂl':ht' partisan apologists to account for,

“Appropriations for construetion of public buildi and
Pederal aid in road building wers w:tinulﬂm ni‘“::iirtu
:ﬂfhhd before Mr. Hoover beeame President and cannot

Classed ws appropristions especially made for relief of
tnemployment,” said: Mr, Byrns,

'Th fRormous increase in appropristions for the expenses
Tm*hﬂ general government since the Republican party came
oo :::‘:lthtl:i:lﬁ._—m:dpw srith the last peace year be-

under n Demoe
i kg i ratic administration, fs

Annual Appropriations
(Including Post Office Dept.)

Fincal Year
:ﬂﬂ (Dem.) ........... $1,114,490,704.00
ig rerrasisiaianaases  4,780,829,510.85
o DL 8,000,282 200.48

4,248,140,500.09

1
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Fiseal Year
1924 . 4,082644,312.04
T O 8,748,651, 760,35
[ - PR A ] 4,151,6682,048.91
BT s it e e 4,409 463, 359.51
BB ..iaaiaien 4,211,011,352.58
1928 oevvrrcereneensnss  4,838,577,973.85
1980 ......ccvovnunnnaas 005506 T68.04
b § - 1 5,124,239,830.28
W . 6,028,048,008,18

Not only have the approprintions for the maintenance of
the government inereased nearly $4,000,000,000 a year since
the last peace time Demoeratie year but more than §3,000.
000,000 have been added to the public debt under the ad-
ministration of President Hoover dating from the end o
the fiscal yenr June 30, 1929, The following table up ts
and including the end of the fiseal year June 30, 1932, shows
the amount of the publie debt for each of those years:

Gross Public Debt

June 30, 1920.........0000000.. $16,931,088,484.10
June 30, 1080.....0nvunrannanns 16,185,309,831.43
Jume 30, 198L.. ... aan, 16,801,281,491.71

June 30, 1882, ., ...0v0vrinnnea.  19487,002,444.13

June 30 1832, ... ....c0vvnne.. $10,487,002,444.18

June 30, 1930 (the low point in I

the Hoover regime) ......... 16,185800,831.4%

$3,301,692,012,70

During more than a decade of Republican incumbency, th
surplus rovenues from over-taxation which were applied
to the reguction of the public debt amounted to $3,460,000,000
This amount is wiped out by the Hoover deficits of the las!
two years, amounting to $903,000,000 in 1931 and $2.:386
0,060 in the fiseal year 1932, a total of $3,788,000.000
80 that, except for the requirements of the sinking fund,
the public debt is ns large as it was in 1929,

In this connection, the reduction of the public debt under
the last Democratic administration furnishes a striking
comparison with its reduction since. The public debt was
at its peak on August 31, 1918. Prior to March 8, 1021
there had been a net reduction of $2,649,000,000 in ninetesn
months under the Wilson administration. In addition t
this, that administration bequeathed to its successor cash
assots amounting to §3,7686,000,000, making a total reduc
tion to be properly credited to the Wilson administration of
$6,335,000,000,

Not only has the Hoover administration set the highest
record in pemce-time expenditures, but it has asked the
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Congress for much larger sums each year, which have been
denied, For the fiscal year 1931, Congress cut the Presidents
budget §25,1566,3568.30, For the fiscal year 1932, the eut
was §26,368,255.89, For the flseal year 1933 & Democratic
Congress cut President Hoover's budget $334,204,004.18, a
total cut for three years of $388817,70257. The total cuts
made in the budgets of Hepublican Presidents beginning with
the fiscal year 1628 amounts to $749,008,830.44, and more
than half of this was made in the lnst session of Congress
in which the Demoerats had control of the House and the
Eepublicans only & nominal control of the Senute,

In the closing days of the last Republiean Congress,
Eeventy-First, Representative Byrns, the ranking minority
member of the Appropriations Committes, said;

Under-Statlng Estimates

“Some time ngo the President declared that the ROvern-
ment was confronted with the possibility of a deficit on
June 30, this year (1981), of at least $180,000,000, In a
statement which I later made on the floor of the House [
declared that this deficit would amount to not less than
$400,000,000 and possibly reach the sum of $500,000,000, It
now appears that thé deficit may even be larger than this,
T.h" fact, however, that such a large deficit was impending
did mot deter the President from submitting requests for
the large appropriations which a Republieard’ Congress has
m;rt:d i:tu In:r. ($5,008,600,307.00) "

otwithstanding the threatened huge deficit, which finall

amounted to $903,000,000 in the fisesl yemr 1931, and no:
withstanding continuous declines in the rovenues which
pluinly forecast a huge deficit in the following fiscal year,
President Hoover refused to call a specinl session of the
Congress, elected in 1830, to meet the unprecedented situa-
tion in government finances. When the Seventy-Second

convened in regular sessfon jn December, 1931, the
Democratic House inaugurated o program of a drastic ro-

in government expenditures, The net results were
that the appropriations were reduced $1,140,000,000 in round
El!u and the President’s budget estimates reduced $384,-

00, a5 stated by Representative Byrns, Chairman of the
Appropriationa Committes of the House.  After detailed
review of these drastic reductions, Chairman Byrna aaid:

is {8 0 remarkable showing and demonstrates to the

:ﬂ":c“:tdnuh:. b“jt that the record made by this
besslon is unequalled revio
Congress in peace umn.m ¥ 3
also that this move in the inte
*emimy wns undertaken long before the special i
President wors sent to Congreas
back in December

seasion of



[ TS

= |

il Democratic Campaign Book

estimates submitted by the President for the annuoal supply
bills, and a number of these bills carrying substantial reduc-
tion had been actually reported to Congress before the first
mesaage appeared. It should also be said that these mes-
sages of the President consisted of mere generalities and
there was no specific recommendation for the reduction of
any particular item, notwithstanding the fact that the Presi-
dent has at his command the Bureau of the Budget and
every department and bureau of the government to advise
him on the subject, and the further fact that under Section
209 of the Budget and Accounting Act of 1921, the Presi-
dent had specific authority to make studies of duplications
and overlapping of government sctivities and to recommend
eliminaticns and consolidation. It is evident that he had
neglectad to take advantage of this provision, and the credit
for these reductions belongs to Congreas.”

Dempcrats Lower Approprintions

The following table shows the appropriations for the fiscal
yvear 1832, the highest in pesce-time history compared with
those of the fiscal year of 1933, made by a Democratic House
and n Senate in which the Republicans had only a nominal
majority :

Department 1928 1828
Legislative .....cc0hi0ss $20,135,754.66  $18,815,841.00
Executive offices and in-

dependent offices .,.. 1,014,809124 68 1,084,383 591.00
Agriculture ........... 801,554,574.85  186,883,236.00

Commeret ........cues 54, 718,000,70 59,714,408.00
i1 [ AP S K5, D83, 076.63 86,611,174.35
b1 S S B1,4659,855.81 46,908,000.00

Labor ................ 1579128160  12,924,770.00 |

Haxy ..iciaaiciavesss 360,111,406.56 318,806,141.00

Post Office ............ B43,128,85554  B06,104,5676.00
State Department ..... 18,051,175.54 18,604,702.80
Treasury ............. 1,420,640,640.98 1,411,851,075.00

War .....ocecveieaes., 464,334,23348  408,656,068.00
Distriet of Columbin ... 48.416,700.58 44,407,0622.00
Emergency Relief and

Construction ........ e P B22,224,000.00
Grand Total .....o.0.. §6,018,646,008.18 $4,761,182,479.24
Estimated postal rev-

S| e BOE,500,000,00 TE6,000,000.40

Grand Total less eati-

mated postal revenues §56,026,046,088.18 §4,086,192470.24
Estimated savings me-

eount of Economy Act e iy 150, 000,000.00

Net Total deducting sav-

ings mecount Economy

Act ..oioiiiiiiaaa.. $5,020,040,008.18 $3,886,102,479.24
Net Reductions ....... $1,180,858,018,04
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(Ome test of Presidentinl economy is found in the expendi-
fures of the Executive Office (White House), which are
whelly under the control of the President. The following
table shows appropriations for the Executive Office for the
fiscal years 1916 to 1832, inclusive, but not including appro-
pristions for White House police and [tems mnot properly
chargeable 25 nctunl administrative expenses,

TG cecvavaconnabananninsesss FROBOM0
L T O T venas BB3,040
QR Lt e St e
b L 1 S | .
MY i iisiviasnnnsnsnnress EHELE80
- N R MR vess 28E6,180
L e N vees 2OB.BBO
T TN W IO e 310,480
G A e

............ srresssssssaas T1H,560
e T T R S 337,660

TR e e

T O

R e
.......................... 167,380

Hoover “Economy'*

“.-'Ln*.l‘.ber personal exhibit of Hoover economy is shown in
wppropriations made for the Department of Commerce
:;tu the incumbency of Mr. Hoover as Secretary, The
budget yoar after Mr. Hoover took over the Depart-
::n‘.Hnd' Commeree portfolioc was 1923, The lnst year of
- Hoover's incumbency was the fiscal year of 1920, begin-

ning July 1, 1928, The
priations for thoge FEATE WI::I;:HMME i S Apps-

1621
1:"2;: tersssssessrennsnaensss B18,051,808
T FeraEa e 38,126,860

With My Hoover's acopasi
" i on to the Presldency, his inter
;ﬂﬂi:':plumn of the Department of Eommml:'i:tlmx
.fu evidenced by the appropristion for that De
Partment for the fisca] year 1032 of $64,332 230,
W’Hﬁ.ﬁt Hoover's interest in the Department had also
b5 th: Dt?;r?;nfbg:tim program which he inaugur-
; o umbin, with th
v n:&: ht"“‘“l'lt in the world now h#:-:'l:l: lm:
o w-l-lhi:li,u The new Department of Commeree build-
e B cost the taxpayers of the United Sta
H#mm. It has & floor fpace of 1,002,000 square ft"
h“et-t:'gTu employees. The ground space covery ﬁm
o " ocke—an aren an Ereat as the Capito] mm“
e House and the Congressional Libry .
Y com-
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bined, The ground iz valoed at $30,000,000,

The new Department of Commerce building partly by
reason of its gorgeous interior has been likened to the
splendors of Sclomon's temple.

During the last years of its construction, the foreign
commerce of the United States declined about §8,000,000,000.

The record of Mr. Hoover, both as & Cabinet Officer and
a8 Chief Executive, in the matter of extravagant expendi-
tures of public money, serves to recall an estimate of him
made by Senator William E. Borah of Idaho in the United
States Senate on January 18, 1919, when Mr, Hoover was
seeking w §100,000,000 appropriation for European relief,

HSemator Borah sald:

“Whatever may be the great ability of Mr, Hoover, thore
Is one Individual whom he docs not know exists in this
country, and that is the taxpayer, He seems to think that
money comes like manna to the children of Isencl from
Heaven and not from the sweat and toll and sacrifice of
the praple. He has no conception of the exlstence of the
taxpayer, and his disteibution of foods 1s witerly regurd-
le=s of his existence,"

THE FORGOTTEN MAN
By Fraxgman D. Rooseverr y
The present administration in Washington provides a clost
parallel. It has either forgotten or does not remember the
infantry of our economic army. These unhappy times call
for the building of plans that put their faith once more
in the forgotten man at the bottom of the economic pyramid.

THE HOPE OF AMERIOA
By Frankww D. RooseveLt 5
What do the people of America want more than anything
olse? Work; Work, with all the moral and spiritual values
that go with work, And with work a ressonable measure
of security—security for themselves and their wives and
children.

A VICTOUS TARIFF
By Jouwn N, GAnNer

Striking direct at the workingman, the farmer and the
small business man—the real foundation upon which Ameri-
can progress and prosperity has been established—the
Hawley Smoot tariff places an unjust and unnecessary burden
of hundreds of millions of dollars annually upon those al-
ready overburdensd by the gradual development of a tariff
system which extends special favors to the few at the ex-
pense of the masses,

I attach considerable signifieance to the fact that such
of the 17 individuals contributing $10,000 to the Republican
campaign funds has been a boneficiary of the extremely
liberal poliey of the Treasury with respect to tax refunds,

| eredits and abatements,

Y
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PROHIBITION

The Fallacy of Enforcement; Cost of Orime; Loss of
Revenue; Reasons for Hepeal

Facing the realities in regard to Prohibition, instead of
obetinately Insisting on maintenance of dry legislation that
hag plainly failed to achieve a desired result, millions of
people in the United States who were formerly clussed as
dry, are joining now in the movement for the repeal of the
Eighteenth Amendment. Back of this change of attitude lies
& genuine conviction that repeal is necessary, not only a8 a
means of reopening & way to renewed strength for the canse
of real temperance, but as a national emergency measure for
the abelition of gangster power In the United States and as
an immediate means of alleviating partially the econemic
stress due to unemployment and the chatructed circulation of
maney,

Huecinetly stated, the reasons for repealing the Eighteenth
Amendment are as follows:

(1) None of the arguments advanced as a reason for en-
agtment of the Eighteenth amendment, with its accompany-
ing Volstead Act, has been vindieated by the nctual results
af shown by unbiased statistics as to the operation of prohi-
bition in this country.

(2) The doubled cost of prison maintenance, due to the in-
crease in erime during the past twelve years, has added
heavily to the tax burden of the people; palice costs have
trebled and, despite the doubled number of police officers,
crime grows in strength and boldness dally.

(3 For every former licensed saloon, there are now three
unlicensed saloons; and court calendars, with their record
of arrests for drunkeness, show that more liquor is being
consumed today than during any period prior to the enmet-
ment of the Eighteenth Amendment.

{4} Corruption growing out of the illegal traffic in whis-
key has assumed proportions alarming to all clear- thinking,
well informed adherents to constituted law and order,

(5) Instesd of cutting down drinking among the young
peojile of the country, Prohibition has resulted in a startling
increase in drinking in a group in which ages range so low
8 1o warrant some of them being classed as children merely.

() There has been & cost to the nation ranging from a
low estimate of more than five billion dollars to more than
ten billian dollars, with no decrease in the per eapita con-
Sumption of aleoholic drinks and with only & record of un-
;J‘llhtlil: Inwlessness to offset loss of revenue and eost to

nation,
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Enforcement Cost

Two separate private investigations place the gross cost
of ineffective enforcement efforts at §370,000,000 and §$324,-
000,000, respectively, for the twelve year period from 1920
to 1931, while Col. Woodcock for the ten year interval be-
tween 1920 and 1930 places the enforcement cost at $20R -
000,000,

One need only go to the Wickersham report to prove con-
clusively that all these figures as to the cost of enforcement
are conservative in the extreme. The government in its cal-
culations has never taken into mccount any portion of the ad-
ditional burden which the prohibition law has thrown an the
administration of eriminal justice, other than m round figare
af $8,000,000. The Wickersham Commiesion estimated that
6 per cent of the cost of the administration of criminal jus-
tice by the federal government, or $34,828, 550 out of & total
$562,7R6,202, in mttributable to prohibitisn. The costs making
up this §34,828,660 are divided as f-lows:

POlICE «cvvscscssnnnnnnnasssssssanass F25,044,069
Proseculbon .....coeesssasesssasnanns G006, 720
Penal institutional treatment ......... 3842416
Probation and Pardon ......ccc000000 7,339

TRl «.ovvsesnssnsosnnnnensanses $04,B28 648

The inclusion of this estimate virtually doubles the annual
cost which may be placed agminst enforcement of the Eight-
esnth Amendment.

The government has, however, always contended that there
was & balanee in its favor due to the collection of taxes, fines
and penalties.

This creation of a credit balance in favor of prohibition is,
however, manifestly unfair since it does not take into ac-
count the revenue which would have mecrued to the United
States had the Eighteonth Amendment not been adopted.

The revenue derived from liquor taxation in 1919, the last
year before prohibition, was $483,060,854 made up of $365.-
£11,252 in taxes on distilled spirits and $117,838,602 on fer-
mented liquors. Without making any allowance for either
an increase in population or higher taxation, it is sell evi-
dent, therefore, that the government has lost $483,060,854 for
each of the twelve years since the prohibition amendment be-
came operntive, The t:tal loss in revenue for the twelve
years is st lenst $5,706,610,248, The amount actually collected
through taxation on legsl aleoholic bevernges in the same in-
terval does not exceed, taking the prohibition bureau's own
figures, $600,000,000, leaving & not revenue loss of at least
$5,100,610,248. Add to thin the $Z28,000,000 for the cost of
enfortement and the total which the government has lost and
spent during the twelve years is in excess of §5,424,610,248

e ——————— .
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Tremendous Loss in Revenue

The conservatism of this estimated, made by Charles G.
Ross of the St Louis Post Dispatch, is illustrated by the
figares of the research department of the Associntion Against
the Prohibition Amendment which estimates the loss in tax
revenue for the twelve year period to be §10,988,000,000.
The loss in revenus for 1031 alone s estimated at 1,000,000,
000, The figure is arrived at by applying to the fifteen wet
states at the time prohibition went into effect, the per capita
consumption which prevailed throughout the entire country
from 1510 to 1814, The excise rates in force in 1918, which
have never been released, were applied to this estimated
consumption.

The tax return on beer alone, the Association says, would
be calculated to bring in an amount virtually as greal as
that which it was sought to produce through the medium of
& sales tax at the last session of Congress, The maximum
preduction of beer in the United States was a little over
66,000,000 barrels of thirty-one gallons each., A tax of $6
& barrel on this production would yield the government about
$A00,000,000,

The change in the fiseal policy of the government brought
whout by prohibition may easily be discerned by a study of
past mnd present tax collections. During the greater part
of the period from the close of the Civil War ta the adoption
of the federal income tax, from 80 to 76 per cent of all in-
terral revenue was collected from liquor taxes, During the
war pericd and since the adoption of the prohibition amend-
ment taxes on income, profits and estates have been respon-
sible for the greater portion of the internal revenue. The
pereentage of the whole derived from the latter sources has
ranged from 65 to B0 per cent.

Although these two estimates of the cost of prohibition to
the tax payer show that the loss in revenue has equaled from
one third to more than one half of the national debt, neither
one of them takes into account the loss which the wet states
s dHu{ !u;'n suffered through the non-collection of state
el municipal taxes. One estimate, which appears to be
conservative, places the sdditional burden on state and city
bax payers at $600,000,000,
mw;ﬂ;u of the economic effect of prohibition, which
praseced dI:‘ ered, is the less sustained by those who were

rectly engaged in the legitimate manufecture,
transportation and sale of intoxicating liquor, and by other

Eroups whe
b ﬂ:ﬁ;\:qi::hu materials used in the manuofacture

Feldman, in his book “Prohibiti
- on—Its Economic
e Industrinl Aspects” has kiven considerable attention to
M;f& problem. With regard 1o brewery property,
i"hu. e Ports that the investment in such property, which
lnr;;:nm to §TU2,014,000, is almost a total loas,
v £91,000,000 invested in distilleries has been
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almost a total loss, This capital investment would be neces
sary if prohibition is repealed.

Unemployment Increased

Before prohibition, roughly 70,000 wage earners were em-
ployed in the manufacture of beer, wine, and spirits, In
addition to this number a large number of glass blowers,
coopers and others were engaged in industries which supplied
materials for distillers and brewers.

Two sources are in agreement in estimating that the per
capita consumption of sleoholic bevernges has changed but
little under prohibition, in comparison with the period prior
to the adoption of the Eighteenth Amendment. As rmll:
as July 27, 1632, Dr. Clark Warburton in an investigation
of “"The Outlaw Alccholic Beverage Industry,” published
by the Columbis University Press, stated that the consump-
tion of beer today is between one-third and one-fourth _ul‘
what it was in pre-prohibition days; the eansumption of wing
greater by seventy per cent and the consumption of spirits
ten per cent more between 1927 and 1630 than it was be
tween 1911 and 1914, John C. Gebhart, research diml_nr of
the Association Against the Prohibition Amendment, in an
estimate published in October, 1930, sald:

“We are now consuming annually 780,000,000 gallons of
beer, 110,000,000 gallons of wine and 200,000,000 gallons
of apirits. The per capita consumption of beer is a little
aver one-fourth of the pre-war consumption. Wine consump-
tion has nearly doubled, and spirits consamption is now
gbout one-tenth in excess of the pre-war per capita rate.

Cost of Prohibltion

The twa investigators disagreed as to the amount in-
volved in the annual drink bill. Dr. Warburton estimates
the liguor bill for the year 1920 at §5,000,000,000 with &
recession to $4,000,000,000 in the depression year of 1830
Mr. Gebhart estimates the expenditures on aleoholie
beverages for the year 1920 at $2,848,000,000.

The peak fgure of liquor consumption before prohibition,
reached in 1913, provided a total drink bill for the country
of $1,817,000,000. This figure, it should be remembered, in-
cluded federnl and state revenue. Deducting these, the net
drink bill in 1918 was $1,474,000,000, A generous estimate
of what the liguor bill might be today had prohibition nat
“een adopted and allowing for the increased population
would hardly exceed $2,500,000,000, Mr. Gebhart believes.

It seems obwious, therefore, that the illegal liquor trade
not only is fully as large as that which existed legally priof
ko 1918, but that, all forms of taxation are being avolded
by those engaged in this illegitimate but gigantic industry.

Both Dr. Warburton and Mr, Gebhart agree that prohibi-
tion has not been a significant factor in the prosperity which
the United States enjoyed prior to 1928,
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nprohibition,” says Dr. Warburton, “was not & significant
factor in the' increased purchases of automobiles, radios,
eloctrical applisnces, household equipment or other con-
sumers' goods during the period of business prosperity from
1928 to 1029, Prohibition, aside from the first year or two,
has had no appreciable effect upon savings deposits, life
{nsurance carried, deposits in buildings and loan associations,
ar other forms of savings and investmenta”

“Prabibition has had no appreciable effect on eavings,”
spid Mr. Gebhart, *Not only has there been no real reduc-
tion in liguor expenditures, but savings have merely kept
pace with increases in national income.

“prohibition has added no mysterious fund to the
purchasing power of the nation, The increase in national
wealth, especially the rise in real wages, is really responsible
for the greater purchasing power sinee 1820, Moreover,
it is utterly fallacious to eredit the increase in the sales of
sutomobiles, radios, mechanical refrigerators and electrical
equipment to prohibition. These are all relatively new com-
modities; many of them were unknown or undeveloped be-
fore 1520, Inventions, improvements in design, together with
installment buying and large scale advertining, have made
peasible the widening market for such commodities.”

On the same point the Wickersham report said:

“There has been an increase in savings, evidenced es-
pecially by savings deposits. As to this allowance must be
made for the result of the vigorous eampaign for thrift dur-
ing the war, for the effect of Increassd activity of banks in
stimulating savings deposits, for incrensed wages in the era
of industrial prosperity following the war and for the growth
of the iden of investment during that era. Nor may we over-
lock the change in our standard of living wherehy it has
became the general custom that the wives and daughters
ol workers are employed for o whole or a part of thelr
time. Moreover, there was & great and steady increase in
favings before prohibition. It eannot be said that anything
Ie clearly established on this point."

A Buper-Structure of Crime

The effect of prohibition on law and order is evident in

wwery community, There are glaring examples in the

larger cities that need no amplification. The press n full

rli:n of the doings of “Beer and Alky Barons" but the

o records of the nation testify that the overlords of this

thlv;ltlhn the law as they wish to have it en-

their own hands, and dispense justice b thing

:hhu of their code "on the spot.” Graft and Q:rr:pﬁnn
;'l been all oo frequently exposed,

L i:'i;nrupmfhlu Ve to summarize the record of this

Prohibition. To do so would require several volumes,

:;n in, however, almost selely responsible for the

Wum tr'udurﬂ Court calendars. Prohibition cases now

becouzt wu:l:dnu!allumhndlﬂinrlﬂuﬂdh‘tﬁct
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ecourts. At the present time more than 50,000 eriminal cases,
involving infractions of the Volstend Act, are terminated an-
nually.

The mecumulation of prohibition cases has not only im-
peded the trial of other eriminal actions but it has retarded
the trial of civil cases to which the United States is a party,
Padlock injunction cases, libel suits for the confiscation of
contraband liquor, boats and wehicles used in transporting
liguer now make up over half of all the civil cases to which
the United States is a party.

The number of civil proceedings in the Federal courts
growing out of prohibition was 92 in 1920, At the present
time the number of such cases exceeds 12,000, Most of these
actions are applications for padlock injunctions. In 1820
only 16.8 per cent of all Federal civil cases involved prohibi-
tien. The ratio is now above 50 per cent,

Flooi] of Litigntion

Despite this flood of litigation which has clogged the ma-
chinery of the Federal courts there has not been, even the
champions of prohibition acknowledge, adequate enforee-
ment of prohibition. Emory Buckner, former United States
District Attorney for New York, told a Congressional com-
mittee in 1826 that the only way in which the prohibition
law could be enforced was to incremse greatly the number
of courts and court personnel, as well as field prohibition
agents, The same witness estimated that it would cost
$20,000000 for an adequate enforcement program in the
New York district alone, provided jury trials could be ¢lim-
inated. With jury trials, he sald the cost would be $70,000.-
00D, With these estimates ns a basis, and the knowledge
that 20 per cent of the prohibition cases are tried in New
York, it can be seen that to carry out Mr. Buckner's pro-
gram then would have cost between $100,000,000 and $350,-
000,000 annually for the whale country,

The follewing quotations from the Wickersham report sum-
marizes the condition in which the courts are nt present:

Court Calendars Clogged

"[_Il the first five years of national prohibition, the volume
of liquor promecutions in the Foderal courts had multiplied
by seven and federal prosecutions under the prohibition
act terminated in 1030 had become nearly eight times as
many as the tctal number of all pending federnl prosecutions
I':‘::FL InE :l?ur;'l:r of urban distriets the enforcement

ies maintain that the only practicable of meeti
this situation with the existing r:u:hinery ntw::dtrﬂ ruul‘r:
and prosecutions Is for the United States Attorneys to make
bargains with defendants or their counsel whereby defend-

ants Ilﬂ:'f guilty to minor offenses and escape with light

4
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“The effect of the huge volume of liquor prosecutions,
which has come to these (Federal) courts under prohibi-
tion, has injured their dignity, impaired their efficiency, and
endangered the wholesome respect for them which once ob-
tajned."

Prisons (verceowiled

Mot only the Federal courts have been clogged through
prohibition. The Federal penal institutions are danger-
pusly cvererowded. There has been no material increase
in the prisen populstion for vielation of other laws, but the
normnl eapacity of every Federal penitentiary has been ex-
ceeded for years, The Department of Justice obtained an
appropriation of £7,000,000 in 1830 for additional penal con-
struction. The Attornmey General has already stated that
mare money will be needed. Not all those convicted of viola-
tion of the prohibition lnw are sent to Federal institutions.
These sentenced for m year or less are “boarded” in state or
cozmty Institutions. Definite figures as to the distribution
of prohibition law violators are not available, but it is es-
Umated that only slightly more than 10 per cent of those
convicted have been confined in Federal institutions.

Practically all of the increase in the cost of the care of
_de.] prisoners since 1920 can be attributed to the burden
imposed by the prohibition law. The total expenditures for
all prison work by the Federnl government has risen from
mere than §3,000.000 in 1923 to above $0,000,000, an in-

eremse of clise to 200 per cent, chargeable almost entirel
ko prohibition, S

In & survey made in 1880 My, Gebhart renched the fallow-
ing conclusion on this phase of the problem:

“The mnmlnuun in our federal courts is due salely 1o

national prohibition. If we exclude two wartime acts, the

draft and espionage mcts, as well as prohibition

rases, t:-m has been no material increase in the number of

hﬂ‘iﬂihm :::s J;lmdlnd by the federal courts, By 1026 the

iy cleaved of practically all of these wartime
“The incresse in ‘normal’ erimin

. ol casen in the f

E‘h. exclugive of prohibition anid wnrum: cases 'E'i:-:fl-l

han only been 1.8 per cent, i

“Civil cases to which the United States is a party have

: reased by padlock injunctions and libel suits

n under prohibition, Such civil cases have incrensed

nee 1920, but if we
ey 11"1' el exclude prohibition actions

"Fi
Um:]!ﬂnﬂl and the personnel of the Attorney
:""'ﬂ“' “:rtt::nt have never been increased sufficiently
et T0,000 prohibition cases which the courty

year. In spite of the resort to “bargain

i
‘:
|
{
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duy” procesdings and the injunctive process to aveid jury
trinls, federal court calendars are still congested, Other im-
portant work of the federal courts, both criminal and eivil
cases n8 well as private suits and bankruptcy procecdings,
has been seriously retarded. Because of the crowded dockets
many private civil suits are now settled out of court.

Prison Populstion Doubled

“Federal prisons are now filled to twice their normal
capacity. If there had been no prisoners for viclation of the
Volstead act there would have been no increase in the number
of federn] prisoners since 1920, Last year 16,733 persons
convicted of violating the prohibition law were boarded out
in state and county jails, to add to the already overcrowded
condition of these local institutions.

“The effect of liquor law violations, both state and federal,
on the crime problem ean not be measured by the number
sent to federal and state prisons and penitentiaries. Only
a small proportion of those convicted are given felony
sentences. No one knows exactly how many liquor law
violators mre now in federal, state and county penal institu-
tions, According to our conssrvative estimate there are at
least 50,000 such prisoners.” .

The Wickersham Commission-in its report =aid:

“The operation of the National Prohibition Act haa alm
placed n greatly incrensed burden upon the Federnl penal
institutions, which seems bound to increase with any ef-
fective increase in enforcement. The reporte of the Depart-
ment of Justice show that the total Federal long term prison
population, i, e., prisoners serving a sentence of more than
a yenr, has risen from not more than 65,288 on June 30,
1921 to 14,116 on June 30, 1930."

There remains to be considered one aspect, the lives lost
in the vain pursuit of enforcement. Figures compiled by
Cole E. Morgan, of the Washington Herald, and inserted
in: the Congressional Record on January 18, 18350, showed
that 1,360 men, women and children had been the victims
of “shotgun® enforcement in the ten year period beginning
danuary 16, 1020, The figures were the result of a question-
mire sent to every state and the District of Columbin, It
is interesting to note that this survey disclosed more than
seven times the number of deaths reported only a month
earlier by Commissioner Doran. An analysis of the “shot-
gun” deaths revealed that 402 of those slain were officers
and D68 civilians,

A revision of the figures & year later by the same
suthority, found in the Congressional Record of February
6, 1881, placed the total of “shotgun” deaths at 1,660, 494
officers and 1,068 civilians,

| Governor Roosevelt says: A platform is a proposal and

|ut the same time n promise binding on the Party and its
Candidates.

-
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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AND “BIG BUSINESS™
(From . ¥. Times, March 21, 1082)

“Big business” has “absclutely nothing” to fear from
Goversor Franklin D, Roosevelt ms President Wiliam H.
Woedin, President of the American Car and Foundry Com-
pany, Chairman of the Board of the Ameriean Locomotive
Company and director of the Federal Reserve Bank, de-
clared yesterdny in a statement made public by the Roosevelt
headquarters.

“I gpderstand that a propaganda has been set in motion,
quietly and covertly but persistently, designed to install the
fear that the Governor's attitude and policies are inimical
to big business, so called” Mr. Woodin said. “To anyone
who knows Hoosevelt as | know him the suggestion is
sbsurd—unless by big business is meant bad business. In
kim, bad business, whether big or little, will find a relent-
less and dauntless enemy."

tuistanding Tralt Falrness

“Ag I have studied him, the predominating trait in the
Gevernor’s aftitude townrd men and affmirs, political and
otherwise, s fairness. The big owner and the small con-
wmer are to him just men like himself—each entitled to
fair treatment and & square deal not only from those charged
with the administration of public affairs, but from each
sther a3 well, and he will do his utmost to see to it that each
ovts what he is entitled to, no more but no less. He realizes
fully that as President, his duty will be to the public, and to

his thinking the small user is no less o component of that
publie than is the big owner,

“By tradition and training he is antagonistic neither to
te rights of invested capital nor to the rights of those
¥hose capital is their industry, self-respect and ability to
Produce. To his thinking there is no distinction to be drawn
Setween the classos and the masses and the attempt to draw
Any wuch distinction is abhorent to him as fundamentally at
:ﬂllﬂ with his conception of the principles upon which

P government is founded and as subversive of the jdeal

:lli‘tm;ndw our theory of government—equal opportunity

—

“The D!;r-wntu sre fortunate to have n candidate like
Roosevelt gor whom such & combination of political avail-

and genuine qualifications for th
d ¢ highest office in th
bund, if o iy the world, can be cited."—Detroit Mich, NE-':.
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WATER POWER

The Bt. Lawrence Project, and the Hoover Treaty

Water power means the prodoction and transmission of
electric energy to the people, to their homes, their farms,
their industries, and to municipalities.

A corporation selling electric energy to the public is a
publie utility.

The Democratic platform affirms the principle of the
right of the Federal government to regulate te the full
fltenl the rates of utility companies operating mcross State
lines.

Water Power Belongs to the People

Mr. Roosevelt holds that it is & fundamental principle
that the Water Power of the State should belong to the
peaple; that the title should rest forever with them and that
no Commission or the Legislature itself has the right to give
for any consideration whatever, a single kilowatt in virtual
perpetuity to any person; that it is the duty of the Legisla-
tures to see that the Water Power, belonging to the people,
iz transferred into emergy and delivered to them at the
lowest possible cost; that no inordinate profits must be al-
lowed, and that the State itself must decide what part of
the function of the construction of transmission lines and
final distribution of power private enterprise shall receive;
that where private onterprise fails to create and transmit
power at remsonable rates the public should have the right
to erect its own power stations and distribute electric energy.

Mr. Roosevelt belioves that this is a national guestion,

‘Pﬂﬂlh regulatory control may come under State legisln-
tion,

Government Control and Regulation

It is not Mr, Roosevelt's belief that existing and new
power corporations should have their efficlency or oppor-
tunity of extension impaired through government control
and regulation, but that all public utilities that are en-
gaged in the production and transmission of electric energy
should be required to render service at reasonable rates;
that thelr capital structure, their methods of financing; their
issuance of securities; their eonduct and overhead costs, and
their legislative propagands, should be revealed to the public
and subject to State or Federal regulation,

This policy of government regulation, halda Mr, Roosevelt,
applies mot only to Seates, but to “all those great sources
of pawer which fall under the jurisdiction of the National
Government,™

Water Power B9

mmnunomumm-tmm
of the Many

It is fundamental that power energy, whether used as such
or tramsformed into light or heat, concerns every man's
pockethook and every woman's work, The right and title
to great sources of electric energy are vested inalienably in
the people. That they should never be permitted to be ex-
ploited by the few at the expense of the many, is funda-
mestal; that there i= a sharp distinction between companies
that are soundly financed and those which create top-heavy
eapitalization. The advanced standards of living, eoordinat-
ing with modern mechanisma depending upon the electric
energy, concern every home, every factory, every electrified
railway, every electrified means of communication, and ever:
electrically powered farm, home and industry in this country.
While the development of water power may continue to come
largely throagh private enterprise, it must be conducted sc
&8 to render justice to all concerned; capital, consumers, and
stockholders. This can only be insured by government regu
lation,

That is the Democratic doctrine—The Roosevelt principle

The Bi, Lawrence Project

To develop the vast unused potential hydro-electric power
of the 8t. Lawrence Rapids, bordering the State of New
York, Mr. Roosevelt, ns Governor of the Swte, encouraged
legislation and signed a bill March 26th, 1930, providing for
& Commission to report a plan for the project. This Com-
mission made an extensive report, the conclusions of which
were that the project was practical and recommended the
crestion of a Power Authority of the State of New York.
In 1831, Mr. Roosevelt gave his approval “in principle” to a
bill ereating such  board of trustees. This bill, Governor
Roosevelt stated, conformed in principle to his messages to
the Legislature in 1920 and 1931, “It declares that the
primary purposes of the development of this electricity is
for the benefit of the people of the State, so that the homes
E farms of the State may receive cheap electricity, and

t only the secondary purpose is the furnishing of cheaper
tlectricity to factories and industrial establishments,”

Under the bill establishing the Power Authority the State
would be enabled to contract with existing companies or new
‘ompanies for the use of the water power of the State, under
fonditions that must be favorable to the consumers, and pro-
‘et the natural water power resources of the State,
hln Rocsevelt was never opposed to m remsonable return
m::h_-tv ownership of water power, transmission lines

tribution costs, but he states, “power generated by the

pfency of the State....shall be sold only on a contract

which will take into definite consideration all the steps

P h:: sule at the power house and the ultimate sale
vwner or individual establishment.”
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Fublic Ownership Permissible where Private Ownership
Fails to Glve Reasonahle Rates

Mr, Roosevelt holds that where private unmﬁ'h fails to
serve the public at reasonable rates, the people should be
permitted to establish their own power plants, That is
hardly a new or radical departure from existing practices.
Municipally wpned power plants now dot the nation. It s
an alternative for the people to decide. If the people insist
upon regulation and control of water power, they will not be
obliged to construct municipal plants, The history of power
exploftation, however, is that unless the people act in con-
cert and demand control and regulation, private greed may
selze their most precious natural possessions.

To safeguard the pecple's inherent proprietary rights in
their own Water Power in New York State, Governor Roose-
velt, May 6, 1831, carried out the recommendations of the
Development Commission and the Act of the Legislature and
appointed the Power Authority, “to improve the St, Lawrence
River for commerce and navigation, and to develop its
hydro-electric power resources;....to cooperate with the
Canadinn authorities and those of the United States to
proceed “with the improvement and development of the Inter-
naticnal Rapids section for navigntion and power, in ae
cordance with the report and plan of the development
Commiesion,”

Bafe-Guarling the Domestle and Rural Consumers

The law invested the Trustees of the Power Authority
with power particularly to protect the domestic and rural
consumers....in the lowest possible rates....to make pro-
vigion so that municipalities and other political subdivisions
of the State now or hereafter authorized by law to engage
in the distribution of electrical current may receive a reason-
able share of power genernted by the project....at prices
representing cost of generntion, plus eapital and operating
charges, plus fair cost of transmission, all as determined Ly
the Power Authority....which shall assure the resale of
such power to domestic and rural consumers at the lowest
possible rates,

The water power project of the St. Lawrence was thus
made & State owned development, to be financed by bonds

to be paid In fifty years out of the proceeds in excess of
revenues,

Internationn] Treaty Teluyed

The functioning of the New York Stats Power Authority
was dependent upon an understanding or treaty between the
United States Government and the Dominion of Canada.
The position of Mr. Rocsevelt's Power Authority was that
it should be consulted as to the rights of the State of New
York before a treaty on the subject of the St. Lawrence
power project was entered into,

Water Power 9

ite the fact that the Power Authority entered into
hd'ml conferences with the Province of Ontario and the
Cansdinn  Hydro-Electrie  Commission, with mutual as-
surances of & common deaire to develop the Bt Lawrence
pnr,l.ndl.hemrlmnfﬁu Secretary of State of the
United States that the Federnl Government was making
treaty “progress” through diplomatic channels, no real pro-

gram was evident. The Power Authority was not taken into
the fnternntional conferences at Washington on the subject.

It was the position of the Power Authority that work
on the water power project should begin at the earliest pos-
sible moment, “as & means of relieving unemployment and
supplying the people and industries of the State with cheaper
ehectrical energy.”

The average monthly payroll of the American employees
st the site of the hydro-slectric development was’ eatimated
ta be & totnl of 1,475,000 per month, aside from the impulse
given t2 industry providing material and mechanical equip-
ment, amaunting to many millions of dollars.

In June, 1831, Governor Roosevelt, wrote President Hoover
appraising him of the fact that he understood, unofficially,
thet American plenipotentinries were to be appointed to
negotiate with Canada on o St. Lawrence Waterways Treaty.
He requested that the Power Authority have representation
on the Commission, suggesting & name to represent the State
of New York.

The Chairman of the Power Authority also requested o

conference with President Hoover on the proposed project.
In July Mr. Hoover informed Mr. Walsh, Chairman of the
Pewer Authority, that the “movement for the consumation
of such an agreement (with Canadn) was wholly dependent
upen the Canadian Government,” and that “sometime in the

near future” he “hoped such an agreement could be worked
oat™

1 The President Snubs New York

To the Governor of New York, the President made no
reply. The whole correspondence was referred to the State
Department, necording to the President's Secretary, August
14, 1631, In October, Chairman Walsh again addressed the
:‘;ﬂ”ﬂhl. trging the recognition of the property rights of
L State of New Yeork, as a basic precedent to negotintions
n-tul Canndn, and insisting that where the “joint interest

the United States Government and one or more of its

Stutes were involved, an understanding should be

mﬂfhd between the State and Federal Government as a

ithn precedent to entering upon negotiations with a
forelgn pution

The communication was referred to the Secretary of State.

8 wore of no avail. The Hoover administration
,Somtinued its negutistions with the Dominion of Canada
throngh its own agencies. The State of New York was

I imored, unti] the insistence of the Chairman of the Power

——— ey
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Authority of New York's right to participate in conference
with respect to its own waterways, brought an invitation
from the Secretary of State to come to Washington and
present in writing to the State Department, “the particuls:
matters which the Power Authority had in mind.” This
was in the latter part of October, 1931, On the 28th, the
Power Authority submitted a brief of its position on the
entire question of the rights of the State of New York in the
8t. Lawrence Waterways Project, court decisions, ruling
of former Presidents, excerpts from specches by Herben
Hoover, reports by the Federal Power Commission, opinions
of former Secretaries of State, and other decuments bo
substantinte the appeal of Governor Roosevelt and the Power
Authority. In reply in November the Secretary of State
ruled that “it would seem to me unnecessary and indeed
unwige to attempt to arrive st any sgreement or definite
mdjustment in respect to the claims of the State of New
York until st least substantial progress has been made
tawards the conclusion of a treaty between the United States
and Canada.™
The Becretary further stabed:

“Whatever the rights of the State of in respect to any
clectric power developed by the navigation project on the
River along the international boundary, Utilization of (hat
electrie power must o the el depend upon the anthor
ity and permission of the Federal Government."”

Heover Administration Nullifics the Work of the Power
Commissions

This position practically mullified the work of the New
Yaork State Development Commission and the demands of the
Power Authority to “sit in” on the treaty negotintions witk
Canada.

When the treaty finally took form in July, 1032, through
the secret channels of diplomaey, Governor Roosevel, eufiing
red tape, wired President Hoover, protesting the rights of
the State of New York, and appealod to the President for
o meeting before the Treaty woa migned,

Mr. Roosevelt's request was denied in n somewhat cavalies
manner by the White House Executive, who authorized a
Treaty July 18,

As n matter of fact, the international negotintions had
only actually been under way for eight months, five months
after Governor Roosevelt formally notified the President.
Jume 11, 1931, that the State was prepared to undertoke
power development on this side of the St. Lawrence River
through the agency of the Power Authority,

The matter now rests with the Benate Committee on For-
eign Affairs at Washington, through which the State of
Newk‘t’mk will be able to protect properly the rights of the
people.

No treaty on this project can take effect until ratified b
the Senate and the Dominion Government,

e
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“The question raised by the St Lawrence Treaty will re-
bound to the benefit of the Democrats,” says Senator Har-
rison of Mississippi; “President Hoover delayed action on the
treaty with the idea of making It an lssue that would help
the Republican Party among the Western farmers,”

“While the 5t. Lawrence project might offer navigation
sdvantages,” declares Senator Lewis, of [llinois, “the op-
portunity that would most appeal fo the masses would be
reduced electiicity rates.’

Under this treaty, the 5t. Lawrence International Rapids
section can function only under a Joint Commission of ten
members, not subject to executive, legislative or judicial
control, except as otherwise provided, and shall have eom-
plete power over all construction and disposition of power.

The S5t Lawrence power preject and waterways might
&8 well be a Muscle Shoals and & Panama Canal, as far as
Btate rights mre concerned, should this treaty go into effect
without change,

It represents a presumption and assumption of Federal
Power that should be oppased by every State and its people,
concerned with preserving the inherent rights in water
pawer, within its jurisdiction, for the sole benefit of the
pesple of & State and the public at large,

It is another example of Government by Federal Com-
mission, repulsive to the fundamentals of Democracy.

It is an example of an attempt at Federal Contral on the
part of the Republican administration, alleged by its parti-
fans to be abhorrent Democratic Doctrine,

The insistence by Governor Roosevelt on the power rights
of the people of New York in no way interferes with the
navigation posaibilities of the St. Lawrence,

—

EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS TO
GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT

Frem George W, P. Hunt, Governor of Arizonn.—Your
seloction as the Demoeratic candidate mests the approval of

the nation and in my opinion is a
gunranter of sw
tie victory this fall, = o

By Hon, B, A, Rouss,

Mayor, Cheraw, 8. C.— o
" addigsa Surife nyor, raw, 8. C.—Your Con

our confidence in you,

—_—

By Ruth Bryan Owen of Flarid
a.—Florida® Democracy
in your nomination, i

.
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FOREIGN POLICY

A Give-nnd-take Polley; Arbitration; the Malntenance of
Ameriean Standards of Living

In a nation's foreign policy is bound up two great essen-
tials of human relations: spiritual and economie,

A successful foreign policy must balance the two with a
decent respect for each other's traditions, opinions  and
eranomic prosperity,

Since caravans crossed the deserts and ships sailed the
seven seas, trade has been the forerunner of internaticnal
srquaintanceship, Aside from the early conflicts for reli-
gious defense or domination and the wars of territorial
conquest, trade relations between nations have been the para-
mount concern that lay at the basis of foreign paolicy.

The day has passed when force may determine treaties of
comity between nations. Foreign policy has taken on a new
meaning since the Great War, It connotes agreeablencas
and & mutuality of interest that guides its course toward
reciprocal concessions. Unscaleable walls and defensive iso-
lation no longer make for a happy and economical relation-
ship between nations. The needs and demands of the chang-
ing world call for & wiser and more generous consideration
of international exchange of commodities and a better fiscal
determination of monetary values, We are living in &
reciod of inter-dependency and are beginning to recognize
the principal of equalizing our ratics of defense and trade
bascd scientifically upon the relative needs and productions
of all people defined by national boundaries.

Into the picture come many questions having to do with
hnman rights not measured by the yardstick of trade. We
need hardly comeern ourselves with problems not recognized
by eivilized nations.

The formulas and structures by which we may live at
peace and mutually profitable barter with our foreign neigh-
bors are not worked out in all their finality. Changing
conditions in neighboring countries and in our own make
procedure and method Aexible arrangements,

To accomplich the desired end of & happy companionship
of nations, with justice towards our neighbors and fairness
to ourselves, we have established tribunals of arbitration
and courts of precedure, We have set up international con-
ferences upon specific questions and gathered together in
Congresses for a better understanding and a firmer rels-
tionship of mutual “give and take",

To mest the obligation imposed upon the government of
the United States, in the interests of jts people, the Demo-
cratie  Platform stands for “a firm forelgn policy in-
cluding: peace with sll the world and the settlement of
International dispuates by arbitration; no Interfersnce In
the Internal affairs of other nations; the sanctity of treathes

Y
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and the malntensnce of good falth and of good will in
finnncial obligations; adberence to the World Court with
the peading reservations; the pact of Parls abolishing war
us nn Anstrument of natlonal policy toe be made effective
by provisions for consultation snd conference In case of
threatened violation of treatles; internatlonnl sgreement
far reduction of armaments and co-operation with nations
of the Western Hemisphers to malntaln the spirit of the
Monroe Doctrine,”

Cancellation of Debis

The Democratic Platform declares opposition to the ean-
cellation of the debls owing to the United States by foreigm
mations,

On this question, so vital to Americans as well as to for-
cign investors in Liberty Bonds, Governor Rocsevelt has said
that while the results of the conference at Lausanne on
reparations have brovght us nearer solution, the danger
is mot s0 much from the debts they owe us, as from our
Larlers against their trade. Governor Roosevelt holds that
we thall not have to cancel the debts owed us by foreign
naticns “if we are realistic about providing ways in which
payment is ‘possible through the profits from rehabilitation
of trade,”

Deploring the fallacy of the Republican attitude of de.
manding payment and at the same time making payment
impozsible, Governor Roosevelt quating the Demoeratic Plat-
form which advocates “a competitive tariff for revenue, with
the fact-finding tarif commission, free from executive inter-
ference, n reciprocal tariff agreement with other nations
and an international economic conference designed to re-
store international trade and facilitate exchange," says:
“The United States could well afford to take the lead in
ssking for & general conference to establish less changeable
fiscal relutionships and to determine what can be done to
restore the purchasing power of that half of the world's
Luhhlt_-ntl who are on a silver basis, and to exchange views
I'I'n:dnlm governmental findings. It is obvious that sound
money is an international necessity, not n domestic consid-
Eration for one nation alone, Nothing is more needed than
such an exchange of opinion: nothing could do more to creats
stable conditions in which trade could once more be resumed,”

The Democratie Platform condemns the Hawley-8moot
T'ﬂ'_r Law, the prohibitive rates of which have resulted in
"m'm.]’ action by more than forty countries creating
international hostilities, destroyed international trade, driven
F [aclories into foreign countries, robbed the American

l'll‘ner_nr his foreign markets and increased his cost of
Produetion,

It is the belief of Mr. Roosevelt that tarifl should be high
;‘Ii to maintain lving standards which we set curselves,
i they are higher they become a particular kind of
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vicious direct attack, which is laid doubly on the consumer;
that not only are the prices of foreign goods raised, but
those of domestic goods also. It is Democratic policy that
trade barriers of all kinds should be lowered, not by rule
of thumb, but with due regard to safety and justice, but
lowered nevertheless ns quickly and definitely as possibie,
“Policy,” says Mr. Roosevelt, “needs to be dominated by
the realities we discover and the national purposes we seak,"
He holds that tariff policy, however, “cannot be separated
from our other relations with foreign countries: the whole
thing ties up together,”

“We Demoerats,” Mr, Roosevelt has said, “do not believe in
the possibility or the desirnbility of an isclated national
existence or a national development heodloss of the welfare,
prosperity and pesco of the other people of the world";
and that “we must accept not only ecertain facts, but many
new principles of a higher law, o newer and better standard
of international relations. . .we ean point the way once more
to the reducing of armaments; we can cooperate officially
and whole-heartedly with every agency that studies and
works to relieve the common illa of mankind, and we can for
all time renounce the practices of arbitrary intervention in
the home affairs of our neighbors,”

'GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT SAVS::

“No one wants government to assume new furctions, but it
is clear that government in this nation cannot let its people
starve. Government in the United States must not allow
its men, women and children to suffer excessive privation.”

“The mass of the prople wera not born with saddles on
their backs, We know that many of them do have saddles
on their backs nevertheless., But they can be removed by
the right kind of outlook in government in this country.”

“Let us not confuse chjectives with methods, Too many
so-called leaders of the Nation fail to sew the forest because
of the trees. Too many of them fail to recognize the vital
necessity of planning for definite ohjectives., True leader-
ship calls for the setting forth of the ohjectives and the
rally.ng of public opinion in support of these ohjectives.”

“The country needs and. . .the country demands bold, per-
sistent experimentation, It is commoen sense to take &
method and tey it: If it fails, admit it frankly and try
another. But above all, try something. The millions who
are in want will not stand by silently forever while the things
to satisfy their needs are within easy rench.”

“If 1 should die worthy of a passing thought in later
years, it would be enough if people said ‘He helped to free
hia fellow men'."
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THE PARTY PLATFORMS
L. The Democratle Platform
Adopted by

THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
Of 1982

In this time of unprecedented ecconomic and social distress
the Democratie Party declares its conviction that the chief
enuses of this condition were the disastrous policies pursued
by cur Government since the World War, of economic jsola-
tion, fostering the merger of competitive business into
monopalies and encournging the indefensible expansion and
contraction of eredit for private profit at the expense of the
public.

Those who were responsible for these policies have aban-
doned the ideals on which the war was won and thrown
nwny the fruits of victory, thus rejecting the grentest oppor-
tenity in history to bring peace, prosperity, and happiness
to cur people and to the world,

They have ruined our foreign trade; destroyed the values
of our commodities and products, erippled our banking sys-
tem, robbed millions of our people of their life savings, and
threwn millions more out of work, produced wide-spread
Foverty and brought the Government to a state of financial
distress unprecedented in time of pesce,

The only hope for improving present conditions, restoring
employment, afording permanent relief to the people, and
bringing the nation back to the proud position of domestie
happiness and of financial, industrial, agricultural and com-
mercinl leadership in the world lies in 8 drastic change in
oramic governmental policies,

We belicve that a party platform is a covenant with the
People to be faithfully kept by the party when entrusted
with power, and that the peaple are entitled to know in plain
words the terms of the contract to which they are asked to
subseribe, W hereby declare this to be the platform of the

ratic Pi.r‘l.]l':

The Democratic Party solemnly promises by appropriate
Sction to put inte effect the principles, policies and reforms

N advocated, and to eradicate the policies, methods,
and practices herein condemned. We advocate an immedinte

Ishing useless commissions and offices, consalidating depart-
ments and bureaus, and eliminating extravagance, to accom-
Plish & saving of ot less than twenty-five per cent in the
o8t of fedlora) Eovernment, and we call upon the Democratie
hthzﬂhtnhmh:mhuudurt to achieve a
Froportionate result.
We favor maintenance of the national eredit by a federal
annually balanced on the basis of accurate execu-
0 estimates within revenues, raised by a system of taxation
on the prineiple of ability to pay,

-
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We advocate s sound currency to be preserved &t all
hazards and an international monetary conference callpd
en the invitation of our government to consider the rehabili.
tation of silver and related questions,

We advocate n competitive tariff for revenue, with a fuct
finding tarif commission free from executive interference,
reciprocal tariff agreements with other nations, and an
international economic conference designed to restore inter-
national trade and facilitate exchange.

We advocate the extension of federal eredit to the states
to provide unemployment relief wherever the diminishing
resources of the states make it impossible for them to P
vide for the needy; expansion of the federal program of
necessary and useful construction affected with a publie
interest, such as adequate flood control and waterways,

Shorter Hours of Labor

We advocate the spread of employment by a substantial
reduction in the hours of labor, the encouragement of the
shorter week by applying the principle in government service,
We advocate planning of public works,

We advocate unemployment and old age insurance under
atate lonws,

We favor the restoration of agriculture, the nation's basie
industry; better financing of farm mortgages through recog-
nized farm bank agencies mt low rates of interest on an
amortization plan, giving preference to credits for the re-
demption of farms and homes sold under foreclosure,

Extension and development of Farm Cooperative movement
and effective control of crop surpluses so that our farmer
may have the full benefit of the domestic market,

The enactment of every constitutional measure that will
aid the farmers to receive for their basic farm commodities
pricea in excess of cost,

We advocate & Navy and an Army ndequate for national
defense, based on & survey of all facts affecting the axisting
establishments, that the people in time of pesce may not be
burdened by an expenditure fast approaching a billion dollars
annually.

Weo advocate strengthening and impartial enforcement of
the anti-trust laws, to provent monopoly and unfair trade
practices, and revision thereof for the better protection of
labor and the small producer and distributor,

The conservation, development, and use of the nation's
water power in the public interest,

The removal of government from all fields of private en-
terprise except where necessary to develop public works and
netural resources in the common interest.

We ndvocate protection of the investing public by requir-
ing to be filed with the government and earried in adver-
tisements of all offerings of foreign and domestic stocks
and bonds true information as to banuses, eommissions, prin-
cipal invested, and Interests: of the sellors,

i {
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Begulntion to the full extent of federal power of

(n} Helding companies which sell securities in inter-
state commerce;

(b} Rates of utility companies operating mcross state
lines;

(e} Exchanges in securities and commodities.

Protection for Bank Depositors

We advocate quicker methods of realizing on mssets for
the relief of depositors of suspended banks, and a more
rigid supervision of national banks for the protection of
depositors and the prevention of the use of their moneys in
speculation to the detriment of local credits,

The severance of affilisted security eompanies from, and
the divorce of the investment banking business from, com-
mercial banks, and further restriction of federal reserve
banks in permitting the use of fedoral reserve facilitiea for
speculative purposes,

We advocate the full measure of Justice and generosity for
all war veterans who have wuffered disability or disease
caused by or resulting from metual service in time of war
und for their dependents,

We ndvocate a firm foreign policy, including pence with
ull the world and the settlement of international dispute by
aribtration; no interfersnee in the internal aairs of cther
nations; the sanctity of treaties and the maintenance of good
faith and of good will in financial obligations; adherence
o the Warld Court with appending reservations; the Pact
of Paris nholishing war as an instrument of national policy,
o be made effective by provisions for consultation and
conference in case of threatened violations of treaties,

International agreements for reduction of armaments and
eroperation with nations of the Western Hemisphere to
maintain the spirit of the Monroe Doctrine,

We oppose cancellation of the debts owing to the United
Btatea by foreign nations,

Iﬂdﬂ;ndtnm for the Philippines; ultimate statehood for

il

The employment of American eltizens in the operation of
the plﬂl:lnl Canal,

Simplification of legal procedure and recrganization of the
ludicial system to make the attainment of justice speedy,
vertnin, and at less cost,

Continuous publicity of political contributions and ex-
penditires: strongthening of the Corrupt Practices Aet and
e penalties for misappropriation of eampaign funds.

We advocate the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment. To
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return of the saloon and bring the liguor trafic into the pen
under complete supervision and control by the states,

We demand that the Federal Government affectively exer-
cise itsa power to emable the states to protect themselves
against importation of intoxieating liquors in vislation of
their laws.

Pending repeal, we favor immediate mod*Acation of the
Volstend Act to legalize the manufacture and sale of beer
and other beverages of such alecholic content ms is permis-
sible under the Constitution and to provide therefrom a
proper and needed revenue,

We advocate continuous responsibility of government for
human welfare, especially for the protection of children.

We condemn the improper and excessive use of money in
political activities.

We condemn paid lobbles of special interests to influence
members of Congress and other public servants by personal
eontact.

We condemn action and utterances of high public officials
designed to influence stock exchange prices,

We condemn the open and covert resistance of adminis
tration officials to every effort made by Congressional com-
mittees to curtail the extravagant expenditures of the Gov-
ernment and to revoke improvident subsidies granted to
favorite interests,

We condemn the extravagance of the Farm Board, its
disastrous action which made the Government a speculator
of farm products and the unsound policy of restricting
agricultural products to the demands of domestic markets

We condemn the usurpation of power by the State Depart-
ment in assuming to pass upen forelgn securities offersd by
international bankers as a result of which billions of dollars
in questionable bonds have been sold to the public upon the
implied approval of the Fedaral Government,

We condemn the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Law, the prohibi-
tive rates of which have resulted in retaliatory action by
more than forty countries, created international economic
hostilities, destroyed internntional trade, driven our fae
tories into foreign countries, rabbed the Americean farmer of
his foreign markets, and increased the cost of production,

In conclusion, to accomplish these purposes and to recover
economic liberty we pledge the nominess of this eonvention
the best efforts of n great party whose founder announced
mdum"r which guides us now In the hour of our country's

Equal rights to all; special privileges to none.

"I admit that President Hoover has done his best. If he
aas done his best and you are satisfied with the results, I
think you ought to vote the Republican ticket. If you are
dizsatisfied, vote the Demoeratie ticket, Anybody who wants

| more Hoover proaperity is a glutton for hard times."

Senator Thomas P, Gore, of Oklahoma.

—_

JUSSFFE
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SUMMARY OF THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM

Following is the text of a summary of the Republican
Committes for distribution.

PEOHIBITION., Submission to special State Conventions
of a proposed amendment to allow States to deal with the
liquor problems as their citizens may determine, but subject
to the power of the Federal Government to protect thoss
States where prohibition may exist and safeguard citizens
werywhere from the return of the saloon.

UNEMPLOYMENT AND RELIEF. We believe in the
principle of high wages. We favor the principle of the
shorter working week and shorter work day, with its appli-
cation to government as well as to private employment as
rapidly and as constructively ms conditions will warrant.
To provide against the possible failure of loeal and state
igencies to care for unemployed, the President has urged
the Congreas to create an emergency relief fund to be loaned
hmwnﬁlymmmhmashmdmmm
temporary failure of its financial resources,

VETERANS. We believe that overy veteran incapacitated
in mny degree by reason of illness or injuries attributable to
service in defense of his country should bé cared for and
compensated, so far as compensation is possible, by a grate-
ful nation, and that the dependents of those who lost their
lives in war or whose death since the war in which service
¥as rendered is traceable to serviee causes, should be pro-

vided for adequately, Legislation should be in accord with
this principle,

AGRICULTURE. The fundamental problem of American
ngriculture is the control of production to such volume as
will balance supply with demand. In the solution of this
Problem the ecooperative organization of farmers, to plan
Production, and the tariff, to hold the home market for
Amarican farmers, are vital slements. A third element
*qually vital fu the cantral of the mcreage of land under

cultivation an an aid htheuﬂ'nmuttb-fmmhduu
Preductiog,
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PUBLIC ECONOMY. Prompt and drastie reduction of
public expenditures and resistance to every appropriation
not demonstrably necessary to the performanece of the essen.
tial functions of government, mational or local. Efficiency
and economy demand reorganization of Eovernment bureaus,
The President is particularly fitted to direct measures to
correct the situation. We favor legislation by Congress which
will give him the required avthority,

TARIFF. Extension of the general Republican principle
of tariif protection to sur natural resource industries, in-
ciuding the products of our farms, forests, mines and oil
wells, with compensatory duties on the manufactored and
refined products thereof,

THE DOLLAR. The Republican Party established and
will continue to uphold the gold standard and will oppose
any measure which will undermine the government's eredit
or impair the integrity of our national currency,
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LABOR RECORD OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

By WiLLiAM GREEN
President, American Federation of Labor

Aog. 22, 1930,

. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Hm?:!m;:“of the State of New York.

My dear Governor:

Fallewing & careful analysis of the legislation enacted by
the lnst session of the New York State Legislature under
your personal inspiration and lendership, affecting labor and
the masses af the ple of the state, I am writing to offi-
cinlly and pemnlt'i,;oez]?reu to you my deep appreciation
of what was accomplished and of the great service Isrmu
rendered. Your leadership as Governor of the State of New
York stands out in & most striking way and the work ivmn:l
are able to do must be classified as & most rare accomplish-
ment, Labor has very seldom secured the enactment of so
many measures which so favorably affect their economic,
sorial and industrial welfare during a single session of a
legislative body,

Legislation regulating the issuance of injunctions in labor
controversies, old age relief for those who are needy, the
extension and more practical applieation of the B-hour work
day on public works and in publie enterprises, the extension
of the half-holiday on Saturda te women and minors em-
ployed in factories and stares, t{e improvement of the work.
men's compensation law, the improvement of factory inspee
tiom, prohibition of the importation and sale in the State of
New Yark of prisan made goods manufactured and produced
by convicts in other states, and the enactment of other mens-
urses sponsored and approved by labor were passed by the
legislnture undnr[four direction and were given YOUr execu-
tive approval, A of this legislation was nfm-hd by repre-
sentatives of labor fop many years. They are practical
mw;mménd in m p]flt'i;: and operation will
serve [ vance the t a i

e g o o ig nd best interests

of New Yark and  for which - wers  largely

Hlpumlb]‘e.!l:. commend you highly rwmma service you
deserve th pport

classeg of reaple wh :uutut.u“ o Tﬁ'ﬁﬁdm

]rlmlhmmho
P that all the worki
;ﬂmmmhmamm:cntm g

their undividedq support In I o mmh!m
'ﬂmrdiﬁumm: ¥ou m T'mmmm
the people the benefit of ,nur-rlrut mim?lﬂ,::cmrof:nﬂ:
Very sinceraly yours,
(8) WILLIAM GREEN
President, American Federation of Labor,
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HATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UMNITED STATES

12071 BINTEENTH STREET. M. W. WASHINGTOMN. D, €,
May 7, 1936 A
o
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roossveld
The White Houss
Washington, D.0.

My dear Mrs. Hoosavelt:

I bave drafted o plank on education which T hope the
Domocratic Party will incorporate inte its platform at
the Fhiledelphis Convention, This plank has besn drafted
in mocordance with the ideas which you exproassd in our
broadoast.

Feeling sure that that platfors will be written nomawhors
in the wicinity of the White House, I am making bold to
send this plank to you, the very firat person who has re-
celved 1%,

The Kational Education Assooistion will see to it that
coples of this plank are placed in the hands of sll dele-
gates to both sonventions me mocn ae they arrive; end alsc
the dssocimtion will mail coples to mll mambers of both the
Demoeratic and Republifen Committess before they leave their
hemaa,

As president of the Naticnel Federation of Business snd Pro-
fossional Women®s Olubs, I shall send you a little later a
opy of a plank we hove forsulated which deals with disopimi-
nations againat women, particularly married women,

Cordially yours,

G

it

(1.

Gt et L i

Field Becretary



¥e belisve that an educeted citisenry is sssectial to the

preservation of demsoratis institutions and that equality of sdusation=
al opportunity is an imherent right of all dmerisan childran.

¥s stand unreservedly for the right of the states, gusranteed
in the federal Ocnstituticn and adhered to throughout our sountry's
history, to control and adwinister the sshools,

In agoordance with these scnvictions, therefors, we recommend
that Congress make appropriatiens to the states to assist thes im
finamcing adequate schools with reasonable tax burdens; and that the
educational astivities in the federsl government should, im the interssts
of sconomy and sfficiency, be scordimated through the sstabliskment of a
fedsral Department of Eduoation with a Seorestery in thl Fresident's

Cabinat.
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IIJ' 29, 1936

My dear Congressman:

Thank you very much for your letter
of Kay twenty-fifth. I will be glad if you
will econvey to your co-slgners my appreciation
of thls mewmorandum and Wy sincere zssurance
that their suggestion concerning the farm
tenancy problem will have my earnest consider-
ation.

Very sincerely yours,

Honorable Edward C. Eicher,
House of Representatives,
Va shington, D. C.

mwd
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/| vacES Congress of the Enited &
- Fouse of Bepresentatives l% -'

ashington, B. C.
May 25, 1936

Hon. Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Our vital concern for continued party success in the Middle West impels
us to make a platform suggestion for consideration at Philadelphia.

The growing percentage of farm tenancy contains all the makings of a burn-
ing political issue; and it will remain one until the present trend does & right-
about-face. Possibly you have noticed that the 1935 Census shows 49.6 per cent
of tenant operation in Iowa, for example, against 47.3 per cent in 1930, and
23.8 per cent in 1880. Such statistics are bound to be the yardstick by which
public opinion will measure the adequacy of any farm-mortgage refinancing pro-
gEram.

Heretofore no major party platform has dealt in haec verba with the ten-
ancy, problem. The Bankhead—Jones bill and the Frazier-Lemke bill recognize the
necessity for legislative treatment of this economic evil, and may together con-
tain the framework of an acceptable remedy. State legislation, placing a limi-
tation on corporation farm land ownership, might provide a pelliative, to the
extent that it does not run afoul of the due process clause of the 1l4th Amend-
ment. Certainly, the national credit can be used successfully and entirely within
constitutional limitations, to help more young men become and remain independent
farm-home owners. :

In view of our party's failure to date to enact any such legislation, and
the continuing increase in the tenancy ratio notwlthstanding the best efforts of
the F.C.A., we deem it of extreme politicael importance that our party platform
contain & definite pledge, to which we can point during the approaching campaign,
that our next Administration will deal constructively with this question. With-
out such a plank, we of the Middle West would be particularly handicapped in the
event the Cleveland Convention should make a clean-cut promise. We believe this
also applies to the representatives of other important agricultural sections.

The attached memorandum is our suggestion for a platform plank on the
subject. We sincerely hope you may feel disposed to commend this or something
similar to the favorable consideration of the Hesolutions Committee.

Faithfully yours,




The Democratic party regards the slarming growth of
fara tenancy in this country as a menace to the freedom, inde-
pendence and economic weil-being of its furm population. The
present administration through the lending operations of the
Ferm Credit hAdministration, has enabled large numbers of dis-
tressed farm omers to retain the ownership of their farms.
The party pledges itself to continue the use of the credit fa-
cilities of the Federal government for the relief of distressec
farm owners. It further pleages its to the creation of a
sound and constructive legislative prbfram for extending the
credit facilities of the Federal nt vo qualified farm
tenants to enable them to becope-furm-— OWNETS.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 8, 1838,
PLATFCRUK FILE

It is worth remembering that
we have spent seven or eight billion dollars
in the past few years on public works of
various kinds — school houses, water and
sewer systems, libraries, flood umtrvnl,
soll erosion, highways, eto.,
long list of permanent national, ntutu and
local improvements, All this money was
spent in the United States.

It ie aleo true that in the
preceding ten or twelve years, under
Republican administrations, the people of
the United States spent seven or eight
billion American dollars for public works -
these publioc worke were located in CGermany,
Italy, France, dustria, Oreat Britain and
& dozen other countries.

The United Btates Government
will get back a very large pertion of the
money it spent during these past three
years. The people of the United Btates
will not get back a large portion of the
money they spent
undsr Harding, Coolidge and Hoover to
help foreign countries build public worke.



.l(‘u. MANLY
WICE Crlaias

FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

J'Lmﬂ lﬂ, 19351

The President,
The White House.

Dear Mr. President:

At the request of Senator Wagner, I have pre-
pared a rough draft of & plank on power for the
Democratic pletform, copy of which is submitted for
your information. I am also enclosing copy of my
letter to Senator Wagner.

Sincerely yours,
BASIL MANLY M

Enclosures.
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June 10, 1936.

c ial

Hon. Robert F. Wagner,
United States Senate,

Washington, D. C.
My dear Senator:

Responding to your request, I am submitt ing
herewith a rough, preliminary draft of a plank covering the
power issue.

You will note that I have limited it entirely
to the accomplishments of the present Administration, and
have made no reference to new policies.

This limitation has been imposed by two con-
siderations: First, it would appear that a statement of
accomplishments is sufficient without setting up new objec-
tives for possible attack; second, any statement as to new
objectives or policles must necessarily be stated by the
President.

I am leaving today to be away for two or three
days but will be available at the end of the week if there
are any questions that you desire to discuss.

Slncerely yours,

Vice Chairman.
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MunsEY BuiLDING {
WABHINGTON

June 18, 1936

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Apropos of the Platform memorandum which you
showed me yesterday afternoon, I should like to make several sug-
gestions which have to do more with technique than content.

(1) I think the use of the phrase "We hold this
truth to be self-evident" is great. It seems to me that the Plat-
form should begin with that declaration eliminating any introduc-
tory material. I believe that the order of the paregraphs should
be rearranged so that item by item there is a build-up from cer-
tain fundamentels to the specific philosophy and program of the
present Administration.

(2) I think there should be at least two other
"self-evident" paragraphs: (a) "We hold this truth to be self-
evident that a Government of the people cennot continue to exist
side by side with an economy of specisl privilege." (b) "We hold
this truth to be self-evident that the Constitution of the United
States is not a mechaniem for the straight-jacketing of the life
of the American people but & living organism designed to give
that life continuing fulfillment."

(3) I think in the middle part of the memorandum
where the phrase "we shall continue" occurs, the same repetitive
technique might be employed something like this, with two sen-
tences devoted to each platform item. The first sentence could
begin "We shall continue to oppose" to be followed by & specific
Republican fallacy. The second sentence beginning "We shall con-
tinue to advance" (using advence as & transitive verb) following
it with the positive Democratic policy.

Jyf
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Under the leadarship of Presidest Roosevelt, the comtrol ef the elec-
trie light and power imdustry by simister imterests has beem breokea.

Legislstion has been emacted to eliminate and forever prevest the re-
turn of the abuses of the holding companies which domimated the sleetric
light and powsr industry, sanipulsted ite securitiss and caused innossnt
investers to lose humdreds of millions of dollars.

Through the Federal Power Lot of 1935, companiss engaged im the imter-
state transmiseiom of power have been subject to effectiwe regulstiom,
providing for & wmifors system of accoumts, the regulation of rates in
interstate commerce, and comtrol of mergers, consolidstlons and seeurity
issusn.

The Tennesses Valley Authority has cstablished a yardstick by which
the reascnablemess of electric rates may be measured and hes crested a
source of abundant electric energy affecting n large section of the country,
the benefits of which will be extended to other sectlions as repidly as
other great Federal publie works projecte, at which power will be gemarsted
in large quantitiss, are completed.

Through the Rural Flectrification Adsinistretion provision has been
made for extending to farms and rural homes throughout the coumtry, the
bamefits and comforte of electrlec service at reasomshble rates.

These accomplishments have been effected in conformity with the pro-
claimed policy of Presldent Roosevelt to make slectric light and power
avallable to the greatest possibls numbsr of consumers, urban and rural,
at the lowsst rates consletent with sound business policy, and to rid this
groat industry of the admitted evils snd abuses which had grosm up during
a period of wmrestrained sxploitatiom,
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June 18, 1936

Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C.

My dear Mr. Roomevelt:

Thie proposed plank of the platform
in regard to the Consumers ie in line with the
discuesion I had with you over a year ago.

It placea the emphasis on the Consumers' part
in the National Recovery Program, and should
have political walue.

Yours sincerely,

ENB 1 ENW
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CONSUMERS

The ability of consumers to purchase goods and
services in increasing quantities and of increasing
utility is the end and aim of all productive activity.

Substantial achievement during the past three
Yyears in providing consumers with greater purchasing
power has done much to restore prosperity to agricul-
ture, industry and trade.

Sustained ability of the whole population to
consume in inecreasing quantities the products of agri-
culture and industry will support a sound and continued
expansion of the large measure of recovery already
achieveds

We recognize the proper comcern of govermment in
the efforts of consumers to buy the necessities of 1life
at fair prices, and we advooate legislation to provide
consumers with information and services in support of
thelr efforts to obtain fair prices snd honest sales in
the nation's markets, and to provide for representation
of their interest in the administration of laws affect-
ing consumers.



We advocate legislation in support of the
efforts of consumers to obtain fair prices and honest
sales in the nation's markets, and to provide for
representation of their interest in the administration

of laws affecting consumers.
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June 18, 1936
The President,

The White House.
Dear Mr. President;-

I snclose herewith a rough
draft of what I feel would make a desirable
farm le .

It seems to me thet this is
much preferable to the suggestion outlined in
the Jourmal of Commerce, Wednesday, June 17.

I am merely submitting this
for your comsideratiom.

With beet wishes , I am
Cordially yours,



AGRICULTURE

In the early part of 1933 agrioulture was paralysed and that paralysis
had affeoted the entire national struoture.

Recognising that the maintenance of agrioulture on a basis of equality
with industry is in the interest of the entire country, the Administration took
definite steps to restore the purchasing power of the farmer. The effective
results are shown in the vast improvement not only of agrioulture but of all
business throughout the land,

We pledge the maintenance and improvement of the soil oonservation and
domestic allotment program, imoluding the oonserving and rebuilding of the soil
and the seeking of mew industrial uses, and additional outlets and markets,
for farm products,

While proper adjustment is desirable, we favor the producing of all the
market will abserb both at home and abroad, Plus a reserve supply sufficient to
assure fair prices te producer and consumer slike.

Conservation and soil building should contimue to be the heart of the
program. The nation whioh destroys its soil destroys itselr.

The program to date has not only assisted agriculture but has stimulated
industry, assured reemployment to labor, and at the same time proteoted the
interests of the consumer. It should be continued and improved,

The country should not be permitted to sink back to the depths it had reached
in 1932,

FARM CREDIT

Through the Farm Credit Administration hundreds of thousands of farm homes
bave been saved. This has been dome at the lowest interest rates that prewvail
in any eountry in the world. Low interest rates have also been provided for
other types of mecessary farm oredit, It has been the most far-reaching and
suoccessful agrieultural refinaneing program ever undertaken in any ocountry,

We pledge to reduce tenancy by extending oredit through which qualified farm
tenants may become owners. We also pPledge the necessary provision to assist in the
further development of rural eleotrification.
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THE ATTORMNEY GENERAL

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1936.

My dear Mr. President:
Attached hereto are tha following:

1. Proposed plank in the matter of the
Budget suggested by General Johnson
in an article published in the News.
It was brought to my attention today
by Benator Harrison who thought it

excellant.
2. Proposed plank by Ceneral Johnson on
Labor.
ﬁj;“;%g poura, //7 il
The President,

The White House.



PLANK on the [BUDGET suggested by General
Hugh Johnson, published in the Newa.

Wie believe in a balanced budget at any cost except the cost of wide-
apread human misery. As recovery creates employment in private business the
relief cost will lighten, revemue will increase, the budget will move into
balance, and taxes and debt can be reduced. We will not abandon necessary farm
and unemployment relief to hasten this process. On the other hend, we will not
continue any relief expenditures which are not indispensable to preserve the
health and self-respect of the sufferers and casualities of the depression.

No past or probably future spending threatens the eredii or soundness
of the money of the United States, now on & firmer basis than that of any country
in the world - amply backed by gold, and well supported by the resources and in-
come of the gountry, by & favorable balance of trade and by a strong creditor
position among the nations. We purpose to keep them safe and firm by reducing
expenditures as promptly as our relief obligations will permit, and by providing
by texation for expenditures or for the prudent amortization of unavoidable debt.
We shall continue to cppose any resort to the printing presses to finance
expenditures.

We propose stabilization of the doller om forelgn exchanges as soon as
thet can be done without exposing our foreign trade to the money maneuvera of

other nations.

pem S b



PLANK suggested by GENERAL HUGH S. JOHNSON,

in an article published June 13, 1936.

LABOR

We will continue to perform our pledges to labor; to
insure to labor the unhampered right to organize and bargain
collactively thru representatives of its own choosing; to pre-
scribe by Federal law reasonable maximum hours, minimum wages, and
proper working conditions; to preserve inviolate the right to gtop
work in labor controversies; to provide for impartial tribunsls
to secure fair elections for labor representation and for the

peaceful settlement of labor disputes; and to perfect and extend

unemployment reserves and old age pensions.
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We hold this truth to be self-evident - that the teet of a
govcrnment ie the ability of those who govern to produce results,

We hold this truth to be eelf-evident that twelve years of
Republican leadership had left our nation sorely stricken in bedy,
mind and spirit.

We hold this truth to be self-evident thet three years of
Democratic leadership have put our nation far on the road to &2 re=
etored prosperity.

We hold thie truth to be self-evident that twelve years of
Republicen surrender to the dictatorehip #f a privileged few have been
supplanted by a2 Democratic leadership which has returned the peopla
'f; the placees of authority and has etirred alive in them new faith
end the hope thet they had almoet lost.

We hold this truth to be gelf-evident that this recovery in =11
the beeic velues of 1ife and in the American way of living, in these
three years, hae been due to & humanizing of the policies of the Fed—
erel government ‘cward the personal, finsneclal, industrial and agri-
cultural well-being of the American pecples

We holdm this truth to be self-evident that government in & modern
civilization has ceftn;n inescepable oblizasions among which areg

1) Protection of the family and the home
2) Establishment of o democracy of Opportunity
3) Aid to thoee overtaken by dismster.



These obligatione, neglected through twelve years of Republican
+ leadership, have once more been given & place in Agerican government,
Under Democratic leadership they will not, again, be defaulted,

For the Protection of the Family and the Homej
1) We have begun and we shall continue the successful

drive 4c¢ rid our land of kidnappers, bandits and malefactors of
great wealth. :

2) We have safeguarded the thrift of our citizense by re-
etraining thoee who would gamble with other people'p money; by impos-
ing requirmeente of truth upon the sale of securitiee} by putting
brakes upon the use of credit for speculation} by cutlawing the manipu-
lation of market prices; by curbing the unholy practises by which some
utility holding companies filched the public} by insuring the benk ac-
coutits of fifty million of our citizens.

3) We have provided foundatione for the security of those.
who are faced with the hazarde of unemployment end destitute old age;
for the orphaned, the crippled and the blind, On these foundations we
will continue to build a structure in which Ammmdmem life will be
MOTEé BECUTE.s

4) We will dealy more actively, with the problem of the
consumery to secure for hin fair value, honest selee and a decreased

spread bétween the price-he pays snd the price the producer receives,

5§ We dnintain that our people are entitled %o decent,

adeguate houring at a price which they can afford and we will assume



the obligation to cesist them in thet right wherever private enterprise
feile to do 89,

For the Estsblishment of & Democracy of Opportunity

1) We tave taken the fzrmers of the land off the Republican
roed to agricultural ruin. By federal legislation we have reduced the
farmer'y indebtednese; we are restoring parity to the price of his cropsp

cooperation with the several states
in tismaemeradnatatss wananeEeEh we nre restoring the fertllity
of his lahd and checking the erosion of his soil, We are bringing ele-
ctricity to hie Lome and farm and better ecucationel facilities to hls
children,

Theee things we will continue. We will further build the
farmer's economic resources through the encoursgement of cooperatives;
the extension of ferm ownership; thelreduétion of the evils of tenency;
and the inoresse of ferm out-put by increasing consumption through e
higher etanderd of living and a greater purciesing power for all the pecpke.

The farmer has been returpmed to the roed to freedom and proe-
perity. We will keep him there. o

2) We have siven the army of America'g induetrial workers
scuwething wore substantial than the Republicans! full dinner peil of
promiges, We have fattened the worker'g pay envelope and shortened his
houre; we have undertalken to put an end to the sweated labor of his wife

and children; we have written into the law of the lend his right to ool-

lecti . . e
¢ Ve bargeining; we have provided federal waghinery for the peaceful
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settlement of labor disputes; we have given tim legal protection from
the unfelr competition of wage-cutting and hour etretching.

The worker has been returned to the road to freedom and proge
peritys. We will keep him there.

3) We have taken the American business man out of the red, We
saved his bank end gave it & sounder foundation; we have extended crecit;
se have lowered interest ratee; we have undertaken to free him from the
ravzzecs of cut-throat competitions The American business man has boen
returned to the road to freedom and prosperity, We will keep him tkere,

Byt we ghall continue to opposec the Republican tredition of
concentrated econcmi:z power; to fight monopolies with more than phraseg;
to protect thc right of every Aumericen citizen to become a property
ovner but to meke him esfe, in Mle property righte, ageinst the cggressiom

of precatory speclal privilege.
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TENTATIVE PLATFORM DRAFT

Four years ago the Demcoratic Platform oclearly
cutlined the disastrous policies pursued by our government during
the preceding twelve years, stressing the destruction of our trads
and the values of our commodities and our producte; the orippling
of our banking system; the foatering of monepolies and the in-
defensible fluctuation of orsdit for private profit at the expenae
of the public.

Between June, 1932, and the Inauguration of
the new Administration in March, 1833, the Naticn, because of a
complete lack of leadership in government, faced atarvation and
chaos.

We hold thle truth to be self-evident --
that in three years the Naticn has proceeded far on the road to
domeatic happiness,and through a drastic change in economio
governmental policies to financial, industrial and agrieultural
securlity.

We hold thies truth to be self-evident ——
that twelve years of surrender of government to the blind control

of a dominant few has been superseded by a moral leadership which
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has restored falth and stirred constructive intelligence in a peocple
who had lost hope.

We hold this truth to be self-evident -- that in
an era of unwonted world unrest and universal insistence on lmproved
conditions of life and opportunity for very large groups of under-
privileged citizens and famllies, the success of government must
greatly depend on the ability of thoee who govern to produce resultas.

We hold this truth to be self-svident —- that in
a continuing emergency, which affects the United Btates and indeed
all rations, an emergency as great as war because it affects the
future of mankind, proven leadership which solves Aifficult problema
by 1liberal aetion is to be greatly preferred to untried leadership
sponsored in great part by those who have proven thelr fallure to
govern, or those who seek power for selfish ends.

We shall continue the sound currency and banking
eystem, and the various Acte which have saved homes, farms and
industries, protected depositors, lowered intereat rates, and re-
eatablished the good oredit of munielpalities, countiles, states
and the Federal government lteelf.

We shall continue to seek a stable purchasing

powar for the Amerloan dellar, believing that the wide fluctuations

of former years were of benefit only to speculators in securities
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and in the commoditles and necessities of life; and that debts should
be paid in a medium of exchange of approximately the same value as
when they were inourred.

We shall continue to foster inoreases in our
forelgn trade; to seek the lowering of tariff barrliers, guotas and
exbargoes ralsed against our exports of agricultural and industrial
produste; and to safeguard our farmers and manufacturers against
the dumping on our shores of forelgn foodstuffs and goods produced
by cheap labor or subsldized by governments.

We shall seek in our tax poliey to reduce con-
sumption taxes, avold Federal salea taxes, and further oloae the
leopholes through which owners of abnormally large ilnoomes evade
taxes which former Congresses intended them to pay.

We ghall maintain and strengthen the successful
proseoutioh ;f kidnapers, bandite and malefactors of great wealth
who have viclated Federal lawa; and by pltiless publloity and
reasonable regulation we shall eontinue to protect the publie
againat fraudulent securlities and the rigging of markets of all
kinds.

In reapect to the betterment and protection

of the 1life of the average Amerlcan family in its soclal and

economie problems, we take direot lsaue with the Republican
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polioy as set forth in their Platform., They have solemnly asserted
that all of these problems can be and must be met by the states and

by the states alone.

We do not agree that agrioulture is a local problem; |

that orop and live stock surpluses or shortages can, as a matter |
of practical fact, be balanced by the indepsndent action of forty- !

aight state legilelatures, administrations and courts.

We do not agree that the production and use of coal '
and other minerals, electriecity, transportation and communications

can be reasonably regulated in the public interest by state amction

alone,
We do not agree that monopollstioc or unfalr trade

practices or the management of utilities, where the buasiness 1n-
volved crosses state lines, oan be controlled by states alone.

We do not agree that the administration of and the
poliocy toward relief of the destitute unemployed canmst be placed
solely in the charge of local unite of government without political
diserimination, increased overhead and lnadequate care.

We do not agree that old age securlty and unemploy-
ment insurance should be left solely to the discretion of the
gaveral sgtates, with the right to each state to set up no aystem

or a aystem at varlanoe with all the other states.
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We do not agree that each state should have the sole
right to enact or not to enact, as it sees fit, laws for the
proteotion of children in industry, of falr wages for men and women,
for proper working conditions and for the limitation of hours of
work,

In adopting this polioy the Republican Flatform
places iteelf squarely behind recent d-a;nmns of the Bupreme Oourt -
of the United States -- declelons which in almost every major case
were disputed by a minority of that tribunal. The Republican Platform

GInl
acoepte the doctrine that the interrmadlemed commerce clause of the
Conatitution appllies only to gooda in mctual tranailt; the dootrine
that the "due process of law" clause 18 a practiocal nullity sa far
as the Federal Goverment is concerned; and that the sanctity of
contracts applies to every contract regardless of unfair compulsilon,
human needs, and a sound public poliaoy.
The Republican Platform offers no escape from

intolerable conditions except the plous and lmpossible hope that
all the states will legielate simultanecusly and uniformly on
theae great problems which of necessity are national.

We reaffirm our belief that local governement C

must continue to act with full freedom in matters directly of

local concern; that county government muat retaln funotions which /
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logleally belong to the county unit; that state governments must
and shall retain state sovereignty over all those activitles of
government which effectively and efficiently can be met by the
atates.

We assert, however, that activities of government
which cannot adequately be met by localities, countles or states
are, and of right ought to be, the function of the Federal Zovern-
ment ltaelf. e a‘bﬂ*@

The Constitutlon r]\:m!.dud the beat instrument
devised for the continuation of this fundamental principle.

I ——
This was the intent of ite framers. That is 1te ulaa.r!intlmt

/Trfi 'eETﬁituw.

With clearsr understanding of the breoad purposes
of the Congtitution and with a deeper bellef in 1te broad powers
than is evinced by the Hepublican Platform, we reassert our
undertaking to proceed under the American form of government.
The Republican Platform accepts without complaint narrow con=
gtructions of our Charter of libertiea.

We do not approve or accept such constructiona
and interpretations; for it is clear that majority opinions less

narrow, more interpretative of modern gonditions and problems,

would prove that the Constitutlon can meet and fit the amazing
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physical, economic and social requirements that confront us in this

generation.

We propose to continue every constitutional effort to

make this Nation capable of self-government as a Nation.
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IENTATIVE PLATFORM DRAFT

Four years sgo the Democratic platform ex-
posed the disastrous policies pursued by our Government during the
ﬁrnnodin; twelve years, stressing the destruction of our dmestie
end foreign trede, the shrinkege in the values of our commodities
and products; ?ho erippling of our banking system; the fostering
of moncpolies; and the indefensible manipulstion of credit for
private profit at the expense of public good.

Between June 1922 and the Inauguration of the
new Administration in March 1833, the Nation, because of an utter
failure of leadership in government, feced hunger snd misery.

We hold this truth to be self-evident - -
that the test of & government is the ability of those who gowvern
to produce results: "By their fruits ye shell know them."

We hold this truth to be self-evident - =
that the fruits of Republican leadership were bitter,

We hold this truth to be self-evident = -
thet in the pest three years this Nation hes proceeded fer on the
road to economic recovery end domestie happiness,

We hold this truth to be self-evident - -

ind
that twelve years of surrender of govermment to the control of
l.

Ja,ﬁ&.;;,{f_:{
g dominent few hes been swsesedsd by & leadership which hes restored

faith and stirred constructive intelligence end ectivity in a
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people who htdhlult Fedth-al-wimesd hope,
We hold this truth to be self-evident - -
thet although the American people are marching once more on the
highroad to welfere end happiness, we have not yet schieved our goal,
H.J.)?’y
end that the proven leedership of the past three years is to pre
4
ferred [Siemeky to untried lesdership, sponsored in great part by
those who have exhibited their incompetence in government and those
who seek power for selfish ends.
We hold this truth to be self-evident - -
that the recovery in 2ll the values of human life during the past
three years has been due to a drastic change in the policies of the
Federal Government towsrd the personsl, financial, industrial, =nd
agriculturel security of the entire imericsn people.
We hold this truth to be self-evident - =
Jom 1':»-' anitdl"and At iny L
that in a mrldﬂ Hrmbbak internationsl pesce re—semesesd, o locder-
ship which, by its poliey of the good neighbor, hes esteblished we

Tt il suilly Mo fuct, f-r/fﬂ-f
bbbt b d—rina o

cadppadede reletions with ell foreign countr uﬂ

o tuet hiafiny 15 delevieseisl
rrr—frrembead L oa—sfrmrioairten  ond
w—deteprimerdben to keep the United Stetes out of any wars which may
develop enywhere, i1s wastly to be preferred to s lesdership untested

in forelgn relations.

Therefore:
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We shall continue to uphold the sound cur-

rency and banking system which hes been estsblished in the past
three years, as well as the various Acts which have saved femilies,
homes, farms, and industries, protected depositors, lowered in-
tereat rates, and reestablished the good eredit of municipalities,
counties, states and the Federsl Government.

We believe that debts should be paid in &
medium of exchange of spproximately the seme value ss the medium of
exchenge in which they were contracted, We shall continue,
therefore, to seek & stsble purchasing power for the Ameriecan dollar,
btelieving that the wide fluctuations of former yesrs were & benefit
only to epeculstors in securities end in the commodities amd nec-

eseities of life,

Je shall seek to reduce all taxes which burdan
the consumer, Te shall evoid federsl sales taxes, snd close the
leopholes through which owners of abnormally large incomes evade
the texes which former congresses intended them to DEY.

We shell meintain and strengthen the suc-
cessful prosecution of kidnepers, bendits, and malefzctors of great
weslth who heve violated federal laws. ‘/a shall encourzge honest
bueiness but by full publicity end reasonaoble regulztion shall

Ao '.l.rr;;,;_ Hiw B Fows

continue to protect the pub1iae.gainst malavolent monopolies,

fraudulent securities end the speculative rigging of merkets,
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We ghall continue to foster ineoreases in our
foreign trade; to seek by mutusl agreement the lowering of those
tariff barriers, quotas and embargoes which heve been raised
against our exports of agricultural end industrial products. We
shall not attempt to deceive the Americen pecple by telling them

that it is possible %o sell Americen products sbroad and at the same

S v
1173 obarpacy fz,
time bar foreign products from this country =

ﬁhhar-

forelgn countries fsam acquirimg the dollars to pey for our pro-
K""ﬂ
ducts at a time when most l&mﬂnﬂ have little or no gold
with which to pay. But we shsll safeguard cur fermers and manu-—
footurers egeinst the dumping on our shores of fesalam products
-

end goods produced by cheap labor and—sf-smeersds subsidized by

foreign governments.

Ve reaffirm our belief that loecal government
musat continue to eet with full freedom in matters directly of local
coneern; that county government must retein functions which logie-
&lly belong to the county unit: theat atate government must and shall
retein state sovereignty in all those setivities of government
whieh ean be earried on effectively end efficlently by the state.

Assend

We beldawe, however, that esctivities of

government which oen not be carried on adequately by locelities,

counties, and stetea, are, and of right ought to be, the functiona

of the Federal Government,
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The Constitution hes provided end provides
the best instrument devised for the continuation of this funde-
mental principle, That was the intent of its framers. That is its
elear intent as it exists today. The founders of this Nation never
intended that there should be a "No Man's Land"™ in our netional
life in which neither Federal nor state governments could function,
&nmr h The i-é:pmml of the Nation today are
nation-wide problems. The wind which lifts the earth from the
fertile prairies, and destroys them snd neighboring atates, does
not heed state lines. The floods, which aerise in many states and
deveastate many others, do not halt at stete bounderies. In this
day of complex industrial end agricultursl organization, the bet-
terment and protection of the 1ife of the eversge American family
in its sociel and sconomie problems involves cotivities which cross
étate lines like the prairie wind and the flood waters. 'We are
inter-dependent. In a physical as well as a spirituel senee,
"Je are all members of one anothsr."
‘&, Feim
The Republicen ﬁhan asserted solemnly
te—lte—platiomn thot th- vitel problems of America today can be and
must be met by the states end the states alone. The Republican
pletform offers no escape from the conditions which the Americsn
pecple will not end should not tolerate - except the insincere

and impossible hope that all the states will legislate uniformly
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and simultaneously on these great problems which are national.

Ve do not agree thet agriculture is a purely
locel problem, It is & local problem in so far as it is the prob-
lem tlar the individuel farmer to raise his wheat or tobecco or cotton
or livestook; but we know from experience that crop and livestock
sirpluses end shortages can not,as a practical mtter of fact, be

slele

balanced by independent asction of 4B state 1agillatureu.t adminis-
wInl

trations 4naﬁmurtu; end we know that the problem of the disposal
of agrieultursl surpluses abroad through international agreements
for mutuslly profitable trade can not constitutionally or practically
be approached by state governments.

¥e do not agree that the production and use of
coal and other minerals, electricity, transportation, end communie-
ations pan be regulated raaqranably in the publiec interest or in the
interests of the millions of our fellow citizens who labor in thess
fields of activity by state acticn slone.

We balieve that monopolistie or unfair trode
practices or unscrupulous manegement of utilities where the business
involved crosses state lines can not be econtrolled by the states

conlioffid

alone but must be by the Federal Covermment.
s

e believe that the administration of relilef

i
end the polioy toward relief of the destitute unemployed can not
~
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be placed solely in cherge of local units of gmmmn} without pro=-
dueing political discrimination, ineressed overhead and inadequate
care,

We do not agree that old-sge seourity and
unemployment insurance should be left sclely to the disecretion of

Alag
the several states, with the right to esch state to set up no zsarntmm“||
tlw
or a system at complete varisnce with ell other states,
L.

We do not agree that each stete should have

the sole right to enact or not to enact, as 1t sees fit, laws for
For

the protection of children in industry, af feir wages for men and
women, for proper working conditions end for the limitation of
hours of work. We believe in action in this field by the Federal
Govermment,

We believe that if we are to go forwerd, as
we have gone forward during the past three yesrs, it is essential
that the policies of the present Administration should be continued
with an sbsclute determination to eliminete permanently the collapse
of purchasing power, the stegnation and the misery which is produced
when too great a portion of the national income flows into the hands
of a few and too little into the hands of the many.

¥Wa kmow that the physical, econcmie and

scoeial problems which confront the pecple of the United States
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in this generation are vast and new, and we believe that they can
be solved only by & government which is not afreid to attack them
by every constitutional means, under & leader who im deternined to
keep us at peace with all the world, to lower the barriers to
international trade and to efford to every men and women who is
able to work an opportunity to teke his or her plaee in the working
army of this Hntinna,f—ﬂx/;.fnnﬂ_ﬂ{h? .

We believe that during the next four years
the people of the United States will march forward ateadily to new
horizons of economic welfare and individusl self-respect under the
leadership of the man who had the coumge end wisdom to fece and

defeat the erisis of 1933: Franklin D, Roosevelt.

1618 wads.
0w






IENT/TIVE PLATFORM DRAFY

Four years ngo the Demooratie pletform ex-
posed the disastrous policies pursued by our Government during the
preoeding twelve yecrs, stressing the destrustion of our ln-tttiul
end foreign trade, the shrinkage in the welues of our commodities
and products; the erippling of our banking system; the fostering
of monopolies; and the indefensible menipuletion of eredit for
private profit at the expense of publie good,

Betwsen June 1932 and the Inogguration of the
new idministration in Mereh 1953, the Nation, beesuse of an utter
foilure of leadership in government, faced hunger snd misery.

e hold this truth to be self-evident - -
thet the test of & government is the tbility of those who gowern
to produce results: "By their fruits ye shall know them. "

ie hold this truth to be self-svident - -
thet the fruits of Republiesn lesdership were bitter,

Y@ hold this truth to be self-evident - -
thet in the past three yeurs this Netion has progeeded for on the
roed to egonomie reecovery end domestie heappinesas.

7@ hold this truth to be self-evident = =
thet twelve yeers of surrender of govermment to the control of
8 dominsnt few hus been succeeded by & lecdership which hes restored

felth snd astirred constructive intelligenee rnd aotivity in a
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people who hed }osd—Falth and ullb:t:.thc-

%e hold this truth to be self-evident = =
thet although the '‘meriesn psople are merching onee more on the
nflshroad to welfsre and happiness, we have not yet achieved our codl,
and thet the proven lesdership of the past three yeaors is to bn’_.prn-
ferrod @Fstly to untried lesdership, sponsored in grest part by
those who have exhibited their inecompetence in government end those
who seek power for selfish ends,

We hold this truth to be self-evident - =
that the recovery in =11 the values of humen life during the past
three yecrs has been due to & drastie ehange in the policies of the
Federzl Government townrd the persomel, finsneisl, industrial, cnd
agricultursl seeurity of the entire /‘merieen people.

i@ hold thie truth to be self-evident - =

Lo 2 4
4 &

thet in = wrldfwhlntﬂrnutiuml pecce’ M—mewroeds o leader-

ship which, by its poliey of the good nelghbor, haas _aat{:pluhd o
e e
mwtoebde relotions with all foreign countries as heve ewisted singe
- £t
the fo.ndation of our Hetion snd holds rs its bedwrook prineiple
™ s :I " - i Ilr
a detearminsbdon to keep the United Stutes out of any wers which may

develop enywhere, is vastly to be preferred to o lesdership untosted
in forelgn relestions.

Therefore:
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¥e shall continue to uphold the sound eure

reney =nd banking system whieh has been estnblished in the pact
three years, cs well as the various Aets which have saved families,
homes, farms, and industries, proteetdll depositors, lowered in-
terest rates, and reestablished the good eredit of munieipalities,
sounties, states and the Federal GCovernment.

e belisve thut debts should 'bl paid h a
modimm of exchsnge of approximetely the same walue as the medium of
exehange in =hich they were contraefed. We shall ommtinue,
therefore, to seek a stable purchasing power for the Ameriesn dollar,
believing thet the wide fluctuations of former yeurs were & benefit
only to speculators in seeurities end in the comnoditiss and nee-
epsities of life.

We shnll seek to reduce sll taxes whieh burden
the consumer. 7e shall svold federal sales taxes, =nd close the
loopholes through which owners of abnormally lerge incomes eveds
the toxes shieh former congresses intended them to PaEY.

#e shell maintain end strengthem the suoc-
cessful prosecution of kidnepers, bandits, ond mslefeetors of great
weolth who have violeted federal lews. e shell encoursge honeat
business but by full publicity and rull.lncuuhle rogulction shell

4 orlb, e LLy faes
continue to proteet the mhluh dgeinst melevolent monopolies,

fraudulent securities and the speculstive rigging of merkets.
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We shall omtimwe to foster inereases in our
foreign trade; to msek by mutunl agreement the lowering of those
tariff berriers, quotes and embargoess which heve been ra=ised
egeinst our exports of sgrioultursl end industrisl produsts, Je
shall not attempt to deeelwe the .meriemn people by telling them
thet it is possible to sell Ameriesn products sbrosd and f.lt the pume

time bar foreign products from this eountry -'mm

foreign countries froT apquirimg the dollers to pay for our pro-

,L’I o

duots at a time when most Fforeign—eeuntries howe little or no gold
with whieh to pay. But we shsll sefeguard our formers and menu-
footurers ngninst the dumping on our shores of foreigm products
end goods produced by cheap labor MM: subsidized by
forelgn governments,

e reaffirm our belief thet loecsl povernment
must continue to set with full freedom in metters direotly of loeal
gongrrn; thet gcounty government must retein funetions whieh logie-
nlly belong to the gounty unit; thot stete govermment muet end shall
retuin stats soverelgnty in cll those setivities of government

high esn be oarried on effeotively ond efficlently by the state.

T ‘I!mlim, however, that activities of
govermment whiech enn not be eanrried on adequetely by loenlities,
countiea, nnd atates, are, and of right ought to be, the functions

of the Fodersal Cowrnment.
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The Conetitution has provided snd provides
the best instrument deviesd for the continustion of this funda-
mental prineiple. Thet was the intent of its frumers, Thet is its
olear intent ms it existe today., The founders of this Nation never
intended that there should be a "No E-.t'l Lend® in our national
life in which neither Peddffel nor stete governments g@huld function.

Poarasisn

?t ~ The besis problems of the Nation todey are
notion=wide problems. The wind whieh lifts the earth from the
fertile prairies, nnd de-*roys them snd nelghboring states, does
not heed stnte limesa, The floods, which srise in meny states and
devastate many others, do not hl.' ot state boundaries, In this
dey of complex industrial and sgrieultursl organizaticn, the bet-
tﬂl“t and proteetion of the life of the sverage Ameriecan fomily
in its sooial snd economie problems involves netivities whieh eross
stete linea like the prairie wind end the flood waters. e are
intar-dependent. In a physical as well se & spiritusl unuqz:___':
"de are oll members of one another, ™ -

The Hepubliesn Hﬂrl;la;n asperted solemnly
Ja—tte—pletiorm thet th wvital problems of imeriea todey can be and
muat be met by the stetes end the stetes alone. The Republican
pletfoarm offers no escape from the conditions whieh the imerie:n

people will not and should not tolerate = exeept the insincere

and impossible hope that all the stetes will leglielste uniformly



and simulteneously on these great problems whieh are natlonal.

e do not mgree that agrieculture im & purely
looal problem, It is e& loesl problem in so far as it is the prob-
lem of the individual farmer §b reise his wheet or tobaeso or cotton
or livestosk; but we kmow fron experiense that erop cnd livestoek
surpluses end shortages een not,ss a practical metter of foet, be

g
telonesd by independent sction of 48 state lqillatmt,ﬁuhinil-
e 1 8
trations nn.dr\uuurtu: end ve know that the problem of the disposal
of sgriculturs]l surpluses abrosd through intcrmational sgreements
for mutually pl'*tlblﬂ trade oon not constitutlio ally or practieally
bte approached by state governments.

e 4o not sgree that the produetion end use of
goal nnd other minersla, elestrisity, transportation, nnd communie-
ationgs ean be regulsted ressonably in the public interest or in the
intcreste of the millions of our fellow citizens who lobor in these
fields of sctivity by state netion alone.

ia beliewve that monopolistie or unfair trode

practiees or unserupulous munagement of utilities where the business

involved erosses state limes gen nmot be gontrolled by the atates

- i
Bk el ot

slone but muet be by the Federsl Goverment.

i@ belleve that the sdministr:tion of relief

end the poliey toward '.raliur of the destitute unemployed can not
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be plased sclely in eherge of local units of govermment without pro-
dueing political diseriminstion, inereased overhead snd insdequnte
oaIe.

We do not agree thet old-oge seeurity nnd
unesployment insursnee should be left lo].‘ to the diseretion of
the several states, with the right to e:oh state to set up no mm{,
n;-; :lrﬂu at w:plllt- varienes with ali other atotes.

e do0 not sgres thot each state should have
the sole right toc enact or not to enaset, as it sees fit, laws for
don
the protestion of children in industry, of fair wages for men and
women, for proper working cond itions end for the limitation of
hours of work. Ve beliewe in setion in tiis field by the Federal
Government.

Ve baliave that if we nre to go forward, as
we have gone forward during the past three yeors, it is essentinl
thet the policies of the present dministrotion should be continued
with an cbeolute determinestion to elimincte permenently the eollepse
of purchasing povwer, the stagnetion and the misary which is produced
when too great a portion of the netioncl income flows into the hands
of 0 few and too little into the hends of the mony.

“e inow thet the physienl, esonomie und

soeisl problems whieh confront the people of the United States
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in this generation are vest and new, and we belleve that they can
be solved only by e govermment whieh is not afraid to attook them
by every constitutionsl means, under a leader who is determined to
keep us at peace with all the world, to lower the barriers to
internstionsl trede and to afford to every men and wogn who is

sble to work an opportunity to take his or her plese in the working

T .‘J'I:.-l'-":' I'II'.':-‘l't.-

army of thie netion, ° -
We believe that during the next four years
the pecple of the United Steate: will mereh forward steadily to new
borizons of eemmomie welfere and individusl self-respeet under the
leadership of the man who hed the eournge snd wisdom to frce and

defeet the erisis of 1933: Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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