


SR St frds
o jj’-f’}‘f ,.,f J 3-43
Qe iy
GREENBAUM , WOLFF & ERNS EV Ay e

ASRENCE . DAL EBB MADIBON AVENUE "fc’ & “'n:—"._.cl
u_m‘;.m NEW YORK g ;: o
EOREE L, AT — /4 FAR -ffif »
:-IDH”I*H"I.‘-.J.IGHUI T L e o g?
ALERARDEN LinSET
48 m::.-u-nu-u
I D N TT J, u' lm.

LED MOSEN
SOBERH W GDLDBERD
HARSLE . BTERN
HARRIET ', BLREL

Hon. Frenklin D, Roosevelt
The Thite House
Washington, D.C.

Ly dear Governor:

l. You might want to have somebody chack up to see if the rumor

is true that Joe Barnes, working at OWI, is at present ghosating "Mllkiets
new book.

2, I understend that Willkie may shift his position becsuss he
Bays he 18 afraid that Roy Foward and the Reader's Mgest are wnwilling to
go along with him in his high project of twisting the Tion's Tail, Thy he
wante to separate us from Englend I cen't figure out.

Js  Your apeech wns awell, then you come to having permsment
eaployment after the wur, you might keep in mind that certain plants will
be able to convert more quickly thom others and thus grab the markets. Gen-
eral liotors, for example, hns sich o variety of worl: thot it can re=-tool
easier than can & company making certain airplens parts. 'ty shouldn't

Helsen at this time, without legislation, merely provide that on all priority

raw materisl ordera, the government shall have the right at any time to re-

eapturs at the price paid. This will imbed imto your structure the necessary

poier at the time of peace to control the use of raw materials not only in
relation to permument employment but to prevent terrific oruelties imposed
upon those plents which connot so quickly reconvert for peace=time purposes.
It would also be a good stabilizer for price control against inflaotion when
the present Vietory Bonds, wnfortunately all convertible into eash, will
eroate a 40 billion dollar buying spree.

Do you went & further mermorandun from me on this?

4, Henry Wollasce talked to me about Area, which is a cormunist
emti-British Roerich United Front. I am writing to kigar Hoover to look
into the matter becmuse I have found soms evidance to believe that this is
mother move in the United Staotes on the part of jmerican cormmists to

alienate us from Englend, Incidentally, con't you get Litvinov to orack dowm

on these foolish \mericsn commmists,
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5. I had a chat the other day with Judge Stone in regard to
a conference I had in Pnglund in the direction of a project which might
be undertaken by the Lord Figh Chancellor and Judge Stone, to wit: the
preparation of a report for laymen showing how our two nations have ac-
complished a miracle in the maintenance of personal liberty during total
waer, Such a report for lay distribution would be in support of at least
two of your Four Freedoms,.

6, The first orders on newspapers and magazines gives out-
rageous preference to Harry Luce and some of the Big Boys who put it over.
See my letter to Dom, attached.

7. What about the idea of having Leon over with you for lunch
or something quite informal before he leaves on his extended trip to Mexico?
I imow it would be helpful in many places.

T had a swell chat with lirs. R. You might want her to
tell you the story that I told her about Ethel and young Franklin, and

Ethel's Jewish ancestry.
Vishing you the semel ,

g



Jomuary 11,1943,

I rry I could neot connect with you Priday., I chatted with
many of your Boys and I hove seen mich of the publishers of various types,
be lesas than frank if I 41d not write you as follows:
1

[ L

trust you are not nailve emough to take the hizh commendations

of pewspaper ratioming ns appeared in the press, as any indicatiom thet the
philosophy contained in your orders was sound. At most, this means that the
orders were agresabls to such rationed group of newspapers as sommended the
orders.

2, ' I think soomer or later you will have to clear up the essential
phominegs of rationing Holding Compunies instend of Lagazines. Your Poys
imow the bitter experisnce in England which resulted from retioning compenies
insteal of titles md magazines.

3. As a result of rationing companies, there is already developing
a Airty Black Market in thot your orders are deemsd to glve permission to
magazines to go out mmd buy out strugeling or newrly bankrupt magazines, pay-
ing large suma merely for the tramafer of the ratiom ticket.

L 4, The fact that the orders were amounced in o way that would lesd

people to beliove that they would run through 1943 was less than fair to the
mablie and esrtalnly unwise from your point of visw, Don't forget that the

Little Boys in the magazine, book and newspaper fislds ore practically in the
dark , in view of your rule that rdpresentatives mcting on your various com—

mittees are pledged not to divulge any information srising in the comittees.
This is raising particuler havoe ameng book publishers.

5, The labor groups, of course, in my opinion are properly shocked
at ths 1llogiesl exesptions given to newspapers moiled as distinguished fram
those scld directly or given away free to members. This provisiem, amd



others 1ike i%, deweloped out of an insdequate consideration of the basie
which grief was liwved through in Fnglend, =nd that

inoreasing resentment against the un-
to proportion of advertising epace. The ar-
gament uwsed by your Boys that you were agninst "snd retioning” can no longer
sines in your order you have used "end retioning*, as for exmmple,
emmection with the weight of paper in reprintas.

7 The returns forrmla 1s, of courss, playing well into the handa
of all those newspopers, usually the large ones, which arrmged with news-
paper dealers to "eat™ the newspapers.

;
i
5
1
B

: The reforence period selected ns a basa obviously playe inte the
hands of those papars which are declining im eireulation and against those
which are growing. The English have taken a former base period or a very .
recent weak, whischever is higher. This avolds all such eriticimms, =md al- f
though the altemative reference pericd provides a higher total refersnce as
a base, this only memms that tha percentage of the eut han to be raised to
tuke care of the inerease in tha base,

I The exsmption of the very small newspapers ls wise but 1t points
inevitably to difficulties sines, when the total cut becomes severs, ten page
papers will be cut dowm to the minismm of sight. A cut bassd on pages as
recommended by many British pablishers 1s, of course, much more squitable.

10, ibove all, do save the press from the radio by the formla I mug
on radic to the emd that with the out of
paper,advertising should not flow to radic nnd possibly develop a followay
of sgeaptence, and hence mover return in full to the press.

you

I don't want to burden with too mmeh, but if it were not for
the faot that the initial cut were of such = negligible nature, the implications

of the sbove eritieism, in my opiniom, would be really sericus. I think even
now they are serious to the extent that the orders which went out will set =

pace md a pattern for future orders.

1 dnow you have got lots of more important things to worry about,
tut I eertdinly felt it was my duty to write you the above line, - always
coupled with the proffer to help. ~/nd whut of my Commission suggestiom -
with Norrle as Chairmen , plus Swing, or Bill White of Emporis, or Billikopf,
ata.
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Hen, Fremklin D. Doosevelt
The Thite House
Weshinzton, D.C.

Ly dear Covernor:

I was ot the British Bwbassy for lunch on Tuesday and had a lengthy talk

with Holifax and his Staff in regard to fifteen or twenty trivisl matters

in the direction of working out better trade, tax, ete., relationships .
with Inglend, Togother they add up to a pretty sum. I am cne of those

Boys who thinks we won't re-write the world at the Peace Conference but

that it has to be re-made day by doy in what looks like insignificmt

hunks, i

I expect to receive from Jolm Fostor, Counsel at the British Bmbassy,

n list that we discussed, ineluding relisf by England from double tax-
etion, relief by England from arbitrary movie guotas, plmn for new ar-
rongenmts on cummmicotions systems, pulp export agrecment, lumber agres=-
ment , ete.

If I oo taliing out of tum wvis-a-vis the State Deportment, drop me a
line to st up, although I am doing no more thon individusl needling,
mnd I deem well lmow I represent nothing but stray ideas.

b



e
- = '

REENBAUM, WOLFF & ERNST I;:i
w-mc: B GRELERL- 280 MADIBON AVENUE U‘ :
HERSEAT & WOLEF ﬁ HEW YORK
HORRE L T L\ e
::':::;_';‘:':: s TELERSOME CALEDONA 08 88
ALERAMIER LINGEY l' 2
JERDE MARSLER {

e . # o
T-:I::ﬁ:::!mll‘- Y ke February 20,1943..., oy ([ HUUSE

B ma s L os ’

e ' Feg22 9 oo MM '3

RECEIVED

L]
Hon, Frenklin D. Roosevolt
The "hite Nouse
Vashingten , D.0.

Tidbit

Dear Covernor:

I pot a theory that in 1944, as Yew York City goes so goes the nation.
Liberal ; lebor end democratic forces are in bed shape. e need a
loadership with & 1ittle of the Evengelist in Yim, [not quite m Billy
Bunday) to tell peopls how to step up =nd be saved, I suggest for your
consideration the following steps:

1. Bill O0'Dwyer to go back inmto his D.i. job and be relieved
from active army work, with scme special mission from you =
end there ere plenty around here.

2, Lafuardis, who wents to get out anywoy end says so to avery-
body, should get out in the next month or two.

3. O0'"Dmyer should mun for layor this Hovember. He can T™in on
& stralght New Deal - F.D,R, ticket with Labor Party support
with P.D.R. as sn issue. Under these circumstances O'Dwyer
is sure to win, It will set a pational pace.

The only other person who has the flair that the situation needs and
wio sleo has ths practical contacts snd baciground would be Sam Folay,
DuAs in the Bromx. Sam would be swell except that malking him the focal
point would revive all of the stupid md invalid Ed Flymn attack.

I had & long talk with Jim Farley two days before the last election,when
scme of his cohorts were trying to maneuvre Alfange into withdrawing
from the pubomuatorisl race. I'1l armse you with it sometime - soom I

hopa.
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Hon. Fraklin D, Reosevelt
The hite Touae
Washington, D.C, '

Tidbita
Dear Governor:

1. In the strugle for Congrossional confirmation of all oxe-
cutive appointoees, you might have ome of your smart Soys look in the de-
bates of the Constitutionnl Comvemtion of 1787. You will find the Founding
Tatkers were ruch concermned over the move to cut down the Presidemt's ap-
peinting power md dividing respensibility. 7ilson, ome of the Tounding
Fathers, said:

"He cannot even appoint a tide-walter without

tho Benate. He had slways thou o Senate

to0 numercus a body for making appointments to
effice,” (irl of James ki s Yols IV,
page 361, linutes of Convention, Sept. 6,1787).

Incidentally, a tide-waiter wes the men who got on board the.boat at MHew
Brunswick becaise he lmew when the tide would ochange. The boat vhich he
boarded was usually a sail-boat which left Murray Street Tharf three days
& wealk , wind and weather pemmitting, by sell to New Brunswick, the second
day by Coach to Trenton,the third day,.aed by Coach to Philadelphie.

"

2., I was very disturbed in Englend at a very deep resentmoent
of our soldiers against iserlcan labor arising out of the ri=
ports of strikes and sbsenteeim. Eddis Rickenbacker has a tear song
to aing than di4 Lindbergh. I suggest the following two courses:

[a) OCet somebody to make a real report on the minimal ef-
fects of strikes and absenteeis=, ocoupling it wulth
similar lapses fram patriotism of erployers such as
snaconda, etc} eand

(b] by not come out with a program for: (1) mnual publie
filing of financial retums by unions; and (1i) bi-amnual
moctings of unions for election of officers, !aybe a
letter on these two subjects to some friend might be

better than sny proposal to Congress.
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I have sounded out many of the labor leaders. The better ones will be
for it once you have snnounced it, but have not got the guts to urge it
publiely. Incidemtally, this program could be tied in with demial of
Labor Board relief unless the two conditions have existed. Together
with this, you might attach to the program a plan whereby an employer,
in appearing before the Board, must disclose jis dbudget as to amti-
labor activities, and an affidavit that no spy-detective system has been
anployed. Bi-lateral disclosure.

Ss I wonder if you have heard this story: Three American
soldiers were drinking terrific hooteh in the second story room of a
house in a village in Africa. One of the Yanks took a terrific swig
out of the bottle which had just been opened, and walked to the window
snacking his lips. He turned to the other two boys and warned:"Don't
touch that liquor; it's poison; it will drive you out of your head. TFor
God's sake, I have just locoked out of the window and have seen Roosevelt®,

na
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Hon. Fremilin D, Joocsevelt
Tha Lhite liouoe
Tashington, D.0s

Tiduits
Degr Governor:

| 1: I tool landolph Poul dom to soo Tussell Leffinowell in
/ Tegard to the tax muss, I do not agree with Miasell coupletely but cor=
[ [ ‘talnly ho nicht be of grest alvmtege in talting out a ainst the phoney
I il Plan on which no co=proidse secris to be acsoptable to I end the
| louse leadora. I think it would be tise 17 you would; sometire, find an
opportunity to pet Rmdolpk to tall: to you glong cnd really taks his
hedr dovn.

2. Dok Sieon, of 3Lwn & Sohuster, publisher of Tillkio's
new boolk, told e and a group tho otier day that the bhook was uritten
by Joe Demes, one of your top men in OWI.

Je Baldwin, of the Turn Seourity, is coning up for dinner on
Lareh 18, with Cunther, Shirer, Eslen Rofd, Dorothy Thospeon; ot al. I
thini: he needs help in the coaing fight for the sall farmor.

4s I m trying to got the .ssoolntion of Halls Camentators
to tado o crack ot Jolm O'Dommell who, in his colum today [larch 5) says
that ralic camwntators are all scre becmuse Zlner is going on tho radic
for nothing and taliing money out of the nouths of radic broadcasters!

S. I mm soelng Sumor '/clles on Thursdsy of next weak in re-
card to the list of forty items uhich I have dovelopod nith Jolm Foster,
of the Jnitisk Erbasay, on which inclo=iweidoan asrescimts ool be rosch-
od without much difficulty. I = preparing a si=dlay list for United
Stotee snd Chile, I atill believe thot a marrisse is ciade dey by doy (if
not night by night) and does not depend solely on the cortificate honded
out by the sunister, Ditto for the equivalent lrt the certificats handed out
in the fory of mesberaiip ut o Peaco Conforoncos

¥ "




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 8, 1943,

MENMORANDUM FOR
MORAIS L. ERNSY

I think 4t 18 too sarly to
talk t an embles for the United
Ratlons. At the present time 1t
might get mixed up with a fraternity.

2. I do 1ike you ldca about
the eldar ng:t_ul:holmm »
Harding on tober o &
I had wondersd what we couid do
acout 1t. It would be fine if
would start to work wp aome-
ng like this. Some of the
survivors readily admit they
wars wrong but won't put any
retraction on paper.

I think any suggested ptate—
ment should be very short saying
"We were wrong in 1820, We be-
lieve in internativnal cooparation
and the prineiples of the Atlantle
Charter and the Four Frecdoms., We
propose to back those who show the
moet dlligence -.n:l interest in

carrylng them out
F. D. L
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Februery 26, 1943,

lions Frenklin D. Reosevelt
The Mhite House
Washington, D.C.

Deor Uovernor:

1, How about getting up & new and exeiting esbles for the
United Nations? This occurred to mo because I sut in on discussions on
the shipment of food pactages. The sussestion was made that the Asericmn
fla; be put on packages. This hos advonteses nnd dissdventages. It oo-
curred to me that maybe ap emblen which can bo used by sll nations, with
& center left blenk for the flag of the partioular nation using it, night
be sffectively used in comnection with smding food, ete. to many ploces
throughout the weorld shere sn enblem 1s the only basic lenjuage. Is this
a relaxing job for your old akills with a pen or pencil?

2. "It coourred to mo that somotime you could ma'se use of the
surviving Elder Statesen who,on October 14, 1920, backed Hurding on tha
theory thaot he would put over o ool League of Mations frees of the imper-
feetions contained in Upodrew Tllson's Plan. I enclose a copy of tha
stotement. I think it might be well to got the survivors at least to sign
e "spologia™ which could be used luter, If you hove any bright idsas
along this line, my relations with old Bill ‘thite are muich that I think I
eould move in, Or maybe this would Be a grund chance for Pughes to write
his valodictory.

Ly guoss is that at the noxt eolection,; ms in 1920, thore uill
be two parties, both for a decent world federation. Ome party will be
yours, and under the bamer of the other party there will be found “11lkis,
‘healor, Lindbergh, Mekembacker, Luce, at al,

T



The undersignedswho deairs that the United States shall
do her full part im ssscolation with the other civilized nations o
provent war, have recently sonsidersd how we may sontribute most ef-
Teotively to that end by our votes in the coming election,

The queation between the candidates is not whether our
country shall join in such an associstion., It is whether we shmll
Join under an sgreement containing the exmet provisions negotisted
by President Wilson st Yaris, or under an sgresment which omita or
modifies soms of thoss provisions that are very objsctionable to
great numbers of the Ameriesn peoples.

The paper signed by 38 Republican senators in March 191%
whel the Leagus Covenant was adopted uwt faris, advised the President
that the signers m::"ipmr- a treaty in the form then proposed,
although it was the very sincers deairs that the nations of the world
ahould unite to promote'pemece and general disbarment.’

A majority of the Senate voted to ratify the League agreemsnt
with modifications, which there is good evidence to show would have
been aocepted by the other nations; but Mr, Wilson refused to mocept
thess modifications, inmisted upon the agresment absolutely unchanged,
and Damoocrwtic senators sufficlent in mumber to defeat thes treaty as
modified followed Mr. Wilmon by voting against ratifisation.

On the other hand the Republican platform says:

*The Reputlican Party stends for sgreement smong the nations
to preserve the pesce of the world. We balieve that such an
internaticnal association must be based upon intermational

Justice, but must provide methods which shall maintain the
rule of public right by the development of law and the de-



gision of impartial courts, and whioh shall asours
insistent and general internaticnal conference, when-
over peacs shall be threatened by political aetiom,

so that the nations pledged to do and insist upon what
is just and fair may exeroise their influence and powar
for the prevention of war."

Mr. Harding said in his spesch of August BSth:

*Theare are distinetly two types of international re-
lationship: one is an offensive and defensive alliance

of great powers * * * the other type is a soolety of

free nations, or an sssocistion of free nations or a league
of free nations animated by considerations or right and
justice, instead of might and self-interest and not merely
proolaimed ms an agenoy im pursuit of peace, but so or-
ganized and so participating in es to make the motuml at-
tainment of peace a reasonable possiblility. Such an asacol-
ation I favor with all my heart, and . would make no fine
distinotion as to whom oredit is dus. One nsed not cars
what 1t is oalled, Let it be an asscoiation, a society or
8 leagus or whatnot. Our econcarn is solely with the sub-
stance not the form thereof.™

. Harding has sinos repeatedly reaffirmed the declarations of thim
sech, in the most positive terms. The question socordingly is not
tween & league and no league, but is whether certain provisions im

s proposed league agreement shall be accepted unchanged or shall be
snged, The contest is not about the prineiple of a league of nations,
t 1t ia about the method of most effectively applying that prinsiple
preserve peace,

If the proposed changes in the Paris agresment were capticus or
thout substantial grounds, one might question the sincerity of their
vopates. This, however, is not the omse.

The principal change propoased concerns Article X of the

sgue Covenant as negotiated at Paris. Mr., Wilson declares this



to ba "the heart of the covensnt”™ and the chief controversy is about
thim,

Artiole X provides that the pations agreeing to the treaty
ahall "preserve as against external agressicn the territorial integrity
and existing political independsnse of all members of the League.”™

That im an obligation of the most vital importance and it
certainly binds evary nation satering into it to go to war whenever war
may be neceasary to preserve the territorisl integrity or politiesml in-
dependency of any member of the “eague sgalnst external agression. It
is ideel to soy thet Congress has power to refuse to authorize such a
war, for whenever the treaty calls for war a refusal by Congress to
pass the necessary resolution would be & refusal by our Government
to keep the obligation of the treaty., The alternative would be war
or a breach of the solesnly pledged faith of the United Statea.

We capnot regard such a provision s necessary or useful for
a league %o preserve pesce. We have reached the conclusion thot thes
true souras to bring America into an effective lsagus to preserve
peace 18 not by insisting with ¥r. Cox upon the mcceptance of such a
provision as Artiocle X, thus prolonging the unfortunste situation
ereated by Mr. Wilson's insistence upon that Article, but by frankly
ealling upon the other nations to agres %o changes in the proposed
sgraement which will obviate this vital objection mnd other objestions
less the subject of dispute.

For this courss we can look only to the Republisan Party and

-3



its candidate, the Demcoratic Perty and My, Cox are bound not to
follow it. The Republiesn Party is bound by every comsideration
of geod falth to pursus such a course until the declared object

is attained, s

The conditions of Europe make it essentinl that the
atabilizing effect of the treaty slready made botween the Furcpesn
powera shall not be lost by them end that the mecessary changes
be made by changing the terms of that treaty rather tham by be-
gloning entirely anew,

That courss L, Harding is willing to follow, for he
said in his speech of sugust 28th:

"I would take and combime =11 that 1s good and

oxocise all that is bad from both organizations

(the court and the League.)"
This statezent was brood encugh to include the suggestion that if
the League, which has heretofore received our considerations and
apprehensions has been so entwined end interwoven into the poace
of Burope, that its good must be preserved n order to stabilize the
peace of that comtinent, than it cam be amemnded or rovised oo that
we may still have a rammt of the world's aspirations in 1918 pledg-

ed into tl» world's higheat conseption of helpful cocoperation in the



ultimate realization,

e

We thorefores belisve thaot we cmn most effectively advenoe

the course of intemational socperution to promote pease by sup-

porting kr, Hording for elsction to the presidesnoy.

October 14, 1980, Siged:

LML ABEOTT

NICHOLAS MUFRYL BUTLER
PATL D. CRAVATH
CHARLES V. DARNEY
TILLIA H.P. FAINCE
FRAIEX T. GoODNOLW
TLRREN OHECORY

JoHT GRIER HIRER
EBERT HOOVER

ERVEST 1. HOPRDNS
JOFN FENRY LoORACKET
SALTEL 1LTHER
GEORGE A. PLDPTE!

HENRY 8, PRICEETT
A AICTRIND

JACOB OQULD SCHURLN
HEMWY L, ST
08CAR 5. STRADS
HEMRY 1. TAFT

ISAAC M, ULIMN
WILLIAM ALLEY YHITE
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Dowr Governor:

I um petting o emipalsn oing ampinst Dewey md the Republisms
for pessing legislation denying the poople af this State the rizht to elect
their Dayor in 1940 or 1844 in onse Morello and Yewbold liorris baoth go into
the iray. I think we een whip up suilte a cmpalin calling attention to the
newspaper campaln agmingt you (see Krook),on the theory that thore would be
no national alection in 1844, I think the Tines will coms through on this
one |

2, T understund that ldke Kemnedy is geeing you about the ap=
pointoent of Correa's successor. If you want scso dope om the baskgrdund
of the politiesl situntion in Mew York in commection with the appointnent,
I coan give 1% to you becouse friends of Fennedy have asbod me to su;pest
Bocze nwies to him,

3. Yo doubt some of your boys cre trying to dope out plama for
Plairing the proper lazi officers and officials who are prosuptively milty
and fit for real punish on the Day of Feamce, I have in mind that 1t oipht
be well to have someone miler fram all of the refurses of tho vorld thé noies
of muilty Wazi Party nmbars and officers, with thelr naws end titles, The
gatloring of this Information mipht be of some Lelp to us when the ad=inis=
trative Job of pleking out the [milty boocomes an Lrmadiste prolles:, Th the
momwifile it might have a very great sdvmtopge if it were kmown inside Cormmny
that through refugecs, otc., We are assabling the 1list, Ue nicht ennounce
from time to tine the muiber of people em the list, The OWI could really cap-
italize through short=wave the fnot that the 1ist is bednp gathered. This
oight add to Uazi jitters. The lict might be cathered by o Comittes of the
United Nations. it the start it would bo much better to have the list pathered
by othier thn tho militery. ‘hat about the possibility of playing with a




GREENBAUM WOLFF & ERNST

8=

1ittle fronyein considering the appointment of Herbart llcover as the
Ohudmuan of & United Mations Cormittes to gather the list, or doas
bo enly went to food méd not punish? If he would heed the Gormitteo
to pather the list = and no more = his noie would have disturbing

affeots inside of Cormemy.
Toyza, f



THE ITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 12, 18943,

MEMOHANDUM FOR MAC:

If and when you hear that
Morrle Ernst is going to be in Wash-
ington, will you let the President
know as he wants to talk with him,

G.h.T,
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Hem, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
mmn. D.ﬂ.
Tidbits

Dear Governor:

1. I saw Capt. Patterson yesterday for en hour or mors, What
an amazing guy! Briefly: no outward show of bitternsss to you; very
sengitive on being called unpatriotic; proud of framed letter from you and
P attached used in comnection with signing seme militery appropriation
bill prominently framed in his office; strong for Taft; worried sbout fourth
*erm; unconcerned about no elsetion in 1943 and 1944 under Dewey plem of
sppointing Mayor, thought it was quite a cute stunt of Dewey; thinks Suml
Flm quite phoney and is proposing a compromise; much interested in my
report on paper rationing in England, eto, Being & bom optimist, I don't
think the situation is hopeless, with particular reference to Pattersonts
support snd agreement on damestic program of Wew Deal, The problem 48 how
to “1“' an enphasis in him on damestiec problems. T ain't smart enough
elone, Maybe you can suggest some slants if I can see you.

I saw Bumer Welles on Thursday, March 11, He seemed most
enthusiastic about my Forty Point Program for "Peace by Pleces". This
is the list of sdjustments which should be wndertaken with Englend at once,
many of which can create a foundation for after-war relastions., I mm Tre-
paring a list for Sumer and will send you a eopy.

sl 2
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Hon, Fremklin Ds Roosevelt

The White Houss
Washington, D.C.

Tidbits
Dear Govemor:

1. From floating around in the Semate and the House, I have

come to the comelusion that a basic trouble with respect to the South comes

fram the miserable economic condition. wWillkie and Farley both can, with
grest justice, declare that the South has been trested like a stepchild,

1 am not suggesting that Lowell get out another roport on the South but I
do urge that you consider mkhdnrnomimmtanpnrtiﬂrmpm

sonally on the single question of redlroad rates affecting the South, The
ICC has fudged with this problem fhrllmgtﬂi-ndIthlnkanrydmr
tic and important step could be taken by you in relation to the bitterness

in the 3outh by a real attack on the diseriminetory burden on the South

through exhorbitant railroad retes. Jeroms Frank is the kind of a man who

could heal such a small commission., You ecould get a report from such a

commission in a couple of weeks, and not sunounce the appointment of the bome

mission until you receive and accept the report, To a great extent the

Negro problem is interrelated with the economic conditiecm of the South, and

rarticularly its white workers.

2. I forgot to memtion that in my talk with Patterson he in-

dicated that Dewey had made up his mind to appoint Thadher for Mayor under

Dewey's new bill for no mayoralty electicns; the News is making more money
than ever before and

to consumers to 10§ per issue in outlying districts; and he is less them
sure that we will win the war,

has made money by cutting down peper but raising rates
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Hon, Frenklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Governor: Tidbit

Under the Dewey legislation designed to prevent an election
in 1943 or 1944, a disenfranchisement of the pecple of New York City
will not take effect in the event that LaGuardia goes into the Federal
service in a civilian job. Only in case he enters the nﬂitg; service
does the Dewey las:l.mt:l.m deny the people of the City of New York the
right to elect a democratic Mayor next November. Under the circumstances,
I think you owe a duty to the demperatic process of New York City in the
event that LaGuardia enters the service, to place him in the civilian,
rather than the milit service, and in the second plece, to see that
affimatively he hand in his resignation. This latter must be handled
with some care vis-a-vis 0'Dwyer rumning for office while in the army.



April 7, 1943,

L

Dear Morrin:

I love the "tidblta" — be oure
to kaep them up.

1 am d to know about the
I. T. & T, atuff in Central and South
America,

I don'%t quite know what to say
about Litvinov. I pee no partlioular harm
tut I doub® AT 1t does any pood,

As ewer yours,

Morrie L. Ernet, Faq.,
285 Madlson Avenue,
Hew York, N. X.
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Hon, Fremklin D, Roosevelt w

The White Houss
'I'l.lh:l.ng.‘l'-u. DsCs

Dear Governor: Tidbits

1. The next time you see Baruch, you might jestingly kid him
about the rumor around town that he and the Goggenheims, through I. T. & T.
are interested in teking over more of the utilities in Cemtral and South
imerica, The talk is nome too good about the sitwation, particulsrly as it
is tied up with a new kind of smerican imperialism, since I. T. & T.: 18
heavily finsneced by R.F.C.

s I womnder if you kmow about the boner that Ed Jemes, of the
Times , palled with the department stores. The department stores have all re-
tained Joe Proskauer becsise they are fearful that they will be indicted
under the Shermen Law for a conspiraey in restraint of trade, to wit: agree-
ing to withdraw thelr sdvertising from the Times becsause of Increased rates.
In eny event, it will probably be some weaks or momths before they go back
to the Times, Incidentally, the Fost 1s making monmey for the first time in

twenty years.

3+ I =m proceeding to get various orgenizations to go to see
Litvinovw with the suggestion that the greatest obstacle to decent relations
between Fussie and the United States lies in the activities of the jmericen
porewball commnists., These groups are golng to suggest that the Fussisn
Government orack down on these disturbers of trade unionism, ete, The local
gommunists are comtinuing their poliey to "™wreck or rule”™ all liberal md
labor organizations. If Litvinov would repudiate these smbigious American
communists tha American people could proceed to deal with Russia with fewer
suspiocions. Do I lay off this little venture?

4, I had Baldwin, of Farm Security, up at the house with my
gang of cormentators and reporters end they have alresdy gome te towmn to
pave his orgmnization from the congressional raid.

6. The greatest restraint of trade in the United States is the
restraint of trade in ideas carried on by the motlon pleture compsnies who
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have placed complete power in Will Hays to reject any particular script
proposed to be purchased by any one company in which case no other
compeny is allowed, under the agreement, to buy the seript. I am going
to get a gang to teunt Willkie, who as Chairmsn of the Board of 20th-
Century Fox, 1s a party to this restraint of trade in ideas. I guess
its alright by him as long as the restraint is not "global®,’

[
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Hon,. Frasklin D, Reosevelt
The White House
'th.nm, D.Cs

Dear Governor:

dnooping around, I sm sure this is the time for you to straighten
out the tax muddle, ¥Why not get Sweetie-Ple Doughton, George, H. M. and
Bandy Paul in and let them go out for m simple four-point program. Thias is
the comson dencminator of all the Congresaional thinking,

1, Increased taoxr rates -- percentage-vwise highsr in the low incamo
trackets declining to the upper brackets, where there is littlas lesway left,
You can miggest we nesd not get to the British rates and we are below tha
Canadisn rates though our per capite income is above that of these nations.
Roughly, $900,00 as against $500,00 per capita.

2. Refunds, starting after the war, of substentially all of this in-
oreass in the form of Unlted States bonda, Thoss refunds will be higheat
on the low incomes ($800) end declining to the millien and over group.

3. 40,000,000 of 44,000,000 taxpayers ahould be Mt on to ocurrent
basis by forgiving pest tax, This simplifies without loss of revenue. The
other 4,000,000 taxpayers should not keep on making for tax relief. They
are the lucky ones in our land,

da Withholding of tax from July 1 for about 32,000,000 of the
€4,000,000. This is a comveniemce asked for by wags eamers and makes
things easier for the Government,

L I A A R ]

To get suck mction Congress promptly must put off for luter de-
bate ull administrative changes, even loopholes in the tar law, At such
later time it should consider a spending tex, which will encourage paying
off of mortgages, taking out insurence policies snd buying of Covernment
bonda,
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Do take this up with Rendy. I think this is what Doughtonm
and George are walting to hear from you.

Do you want this pro
I e reduce 1t to no

grom
more

Toyrn,
/@;‘W
in more detall == that is exmot dollars,
thean two pages.

1S
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 12, 1943.

MEMORANLUM FOR
MORRIE ERNET

I am glad to see that Bill
White goes along anc I think the
idea of getting Stimson and Hughes
and then eirculate the statement is
good.
F.L.R,
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 Hon, Franklin D, Hoosevelt
The White House
iﬂ.ﬂ-mm. D.Ce
idbite

Dear Covernor:

ls, Ihal a awell talk with Sumer Welles. I sm having him up for dimmer
with Gunther, Shirer, etec, Don't lmgh, but I think Joe Patterson is coning
also, In eny event, I am sure it will help Sumer.

2, I suggested that someboly ought to go over to North Africa, (not for
the State Depertment) to come back snd satisfy our grumbling liberals. Summer
mggested jom O'Hare MeComick, who would be 0.K., but I threw back at him the
name of Bill O'Dwyer, who as a oivilien could do a terrific job whem he got
back, Bear in mind that Bill kmows Spain like a book and has a feel for the
Arab problem.

3., I hod dinner last night with Mike Kennedy and Bill O'Dwyer in regard
to the Strategy of Dewey aimed ot preventing am election in New York this com-
ing November, Oepable as Mike is, he certainly needs & brain trust in this
moment of posaible great opportunity vis-a-vis 1944,

4, As you kmow I wrote Bill White in regard to an aspologia to be signed
by the remaining members of the 35 Elder Statesmen who csme cut for Earding in
Octobar, 1520, Bill*s reply is enclosed. Now that I am at first base, have
you my suggestions as to how to mun to home plate? I think it might be wise
if I could get Stimson and Hughes (with 341l White) and them circuldte the state-
ment emong the other surviving signers, Also, I am in doubt as to the timing
of the releasa,

Is it worth your while giving me a few minutes sometime to talk about
this, the New York City situation, North Afries, eto?

Yﬂl‘l‘l.
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(coFY)
The Emporia Gezette
; Emporia, Kansas
April 6, 1943,
Dear Morris:

Probably your letter was all right end probably I misread it.
Anyway, we are not going to gquarrel about that,

You and I agree exactly that it isn't a matter of men but of
issues and unless the issues are definite end certain, eny men is likely to
8lip out of his performance, But a man nominated by the National Committee
of either party is more likely to slip out of it because he will be motivated
by the party desire to perpetuate hisself for Pap than a man who gets nomin=-
ated on a battle for specific principles.

rd
Harding's failure was ignorance. The man had plenty of courage
but no intelligence and he would get first on one side of any proposal after
listening to one side and get on the other side after listening to that side.
Enclosed find an editorial I wrote about Bricker, You may have

seen part of it in the pepers, but here is the whole thing. I would be glad
enough to sign the statement you suggest, Where do you want it to appear?

Sincerely yours,
W.A.White
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April 18, 1943,  TECEIVED

Hons Framklin D. Roosovelt
The White House
Weshington, D.Cs

Dear Governor:
Tidbit

This is really more than a "tidbit". Summer Welles was up
last night with Luce, Helen Reid, Gunther, Shirer, et al, Alicia
Fatterson came, Although the Captain never ateys in town in the evenings,
ilicin had talied with him since I sew him, mnd we are setting up a
luncheon party which the Captaln will attend. I am convinced that he
feols lonely, lsolated, and has quite o yen to got back into decent eir-
culantion again, His swell duaghter Alicis confirms this,

Sumer was highly successful, Harry Luce was inarticulute
md less bepefited thun the others, Ewven Crafton, who has been writing
out of ignorance,tarrific attacks on Wellea end the Department, got one
hell of a giod educations If I em any judge at all of the effective-
npss of your Boys when they come to these parties, it is my gunss that
Sumner d4id the best job of ey of the:.

Dest,

F.8, I om finishing sy memo on Chili = along the lines of my English
memo. 1'd like to do lexioo next. Ias it wo a trip to Laxieo? I'd
love it == if you understand my mrtmnn.f
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Hon, Framklin D. Boosewelt
The White House
Washington, D,C.

Tidbits

My dear ﬂerumur}
1. Enclosed find exchange of correspondence with Wendell Tillkie
in regard to the MeHellar bill, This may be holpful to you.

2, I amalso sendlng you copy of letter from Jefferson to Madison
dated, you will note, 1880, This slso besrs om the Senate bill,

3 I spmt the other evening with Willism Allem White. He end
Sally are celstwating their fiftleth wedding amiversary on April 29, I
thought you might went to do some kidding with him. As T left him, I said;
*Bill, I love you so much that I forget you are a Republicen®, To which
he replied: ©I have to forget it more then half the time =yselfw. I
suppose you saw his great sditorisl when you omme bask from Africa saying
sbout you: "ie who hate your gmdy gute, selute you". What a guyl

Incidentally, he thinks the boya are putting Beicker in the
frant in erder to pull Taft out at the proper moment. This checks with what
Joa Patterson sald to me., You saw Alice Longworth's == "Bricker is an
honest Harding®!

T
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Foplar Forest
Kovember 29, 1980

Dear Sir:

The enslosed letter from our ancient frisnd Tenmche Coxe, cmme unfortunste-

1y to Monticello after I left it, and has had a dilatory passage to this
place, where I rocelved it yesterdsmy, apd obey its injunction of immediats
trensmission to you. We should have recognized the style even without a
signature, and although so written as to be much of it indecipherable.

This is & sanple of the effects we may expect from the late mischisvous Llaw
vacating every four years nearl all the executive offides of the government,
It oaps the constitutionsl and selutary funotions of the President, snd in-
trofuces a prineiple of intrigue and corruption, which will soon leawen the
mass; not only of Senators, btut of citizens, It is more bansful than the
attampt which Teiled in the begloning of the government, to make all of-
figers irremovable but with the consent of the Senmate., This places, every
four years, all appointments under thelr power, and sven obliges them to aoct
op every opne neminstion, It will kwep in conptent exoitesent all the bungry
cormorants for office, remder them, as wall as those in plece, sycophantas to
theirBenators, engage these in eternal intrigue to turn out one end put iz
mnother, in eabale to swap work; and mske of them what all executive directories
become, mere sinks of corruption and facticn, This must heve besn one of the
midnight signatures of the Presldent, when he bed not the time to oconaider,
or sven to real the law; and the more fatal as being irrepeslsble but with the
consent of the Senate, which will never be obtelned . ; . « «

n, od, Poul Leicester Ford, Federal Eaition
Putnam's Soms, 1906), XIT, 174-75.
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April 17, 1943,

Wendell L. Willkis, Esq.
15 Broad Street
Hew Tork, N.Y.

Dear Wendell :

I &= sorry you oould not join David Lilienthal and myself at lunch today.
I wonted to have you listen to Dave bring the story of TVA up to date. I
@t a mesking suspicion that some day you will want to do penance for
holding up that very simple demceratio experiment.

In the meanwhils , won't you telesgraph the Committes om Tudieinry of the
United States Sennte your opposition to the MeXellar bill whish proposes
Sengtorial approval of eppointments properly within the function of the
Exscutive, This bill seemn to be & Mundmmentelly cbjectionabls departure
from the division of the Executive and Legislative. I understend that you
Bave stated your cbjections in general terms and mo doubt you kmow that
MeNary has opposed the measure, I think it is peculierly objectionable

a8 applisd to enterprises such ms TVA, whore the original legislation speaci-
fioally provides against nom=political appointments, Just becmne of your
leng fight apgainst TVA, I am convinced that your protest would be peculiar-
ly effective ms to the Republicamnse on the Judidiary Coomittes.

Incidentally, with the preass of the nation shouting about the expmsion of
Executive power; I wonder if the publie is getting a oclear inmsight into the
cepture of Executive functions by the Leglslative, as for exmmple, last
minute appropriations with specific exclusion of the eppointment of certain
pnewd employees, attaching of riders of minor simificence to measurss
essential for the war, and the eénactment of such measures at the thirteenth
hour .

I would like to ait and chat with you aometime about this, the movies and
other matters.

Bast
. Youra,

(sigmed) Morris L.Emst
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Wemdell L, Willkie
15 Broad Strest
Hew York

ApTil 21,133,

Ky dear Morris:
I am writing this in a rush.

I, too, a= vary sorry that 1t was impossible for us
to find a mitually agreeable time to have a good tanlk with Dave
Lilisnthal, Dave is very able; also, I have a good deal of af-
fection for him.

As %o the MeEKsllar Resolution, I sm of course against
it, I smid so publicly some thres or four weeks ago which I be-
1ievs wus both quoted in the ™ew York Timea" nnd "Wew York Herald
Tritune”, and carrisd by the press associations, I will taks the
oocasion to express my views through scow of the members of the
Ccomittes., It is oo obviously erronecus mnd would be so destructive
to effective government service, that mo amount of dislike by any
one of the appointive power sheuld blind them to its destruotive
effect.

It was good to hear from you. I apologlze for writing
a0 briefly but I == o little pushed right now, I hope to ses you
tefore long. Good luck.

Cordially yours,
Wendell L. Willkie

Mr, Morris L. Emst
285 Madison Avenus
Hew York,N.Y.
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Hone. Franklin D, Roocsevelt

The TWhite Housea ! . .
Washington, D. O. TeaGas
Dear Covernor:

I, 1f things get hot in certain directions, I certainly think
you might get from the Treesiry the information which ¥leanse, in charge
under Henry Morgenthau, must have obtained as to the income, disburss=-
ments, assets and linbilities of Labor's Non-Partisen League mé other
affiliates which Jolm L.Lewis may daminate.

Tou will recall my fematic attempt to get Morgemtheu to do
2 job on tax retums of information from non-profit making orgmizations,
particularly those other than lubor unions and religlous orgsnizations,
If the Tressury had really gethsred all this informmtion on ell fronts,
you would bave a’lot more cards to play with,

T You might check up to see If Jolm Lewls has boen in Pernaylvania
in years. My recollection is that he has not dared go there to meke a
spooch in years. I was in Harrisburg talldng to the miners in 1938 and they
booed Lewin. I suggested to him that ho ought to go back in the field to
mand his fence, He indicated he d4id not dare go back,

P. Lot ms kmow 1f I can help in any way becsuse I have worked for

Governor Earle on the Ainthrmcite bootleg eoal situstion and tried to work
ot o deal between the =insrs and the operators on the basis of m puaramty

of a minimm nusber of days mployment o year,
Best,

- T I

m%uwmm.%mm‘i‘"‘“@
X Congrane Ly spant wesamgss u&am«mmﬁuu
Canfuasy Cmounal ) v affen T3 e BTt S,
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Hon, Fremklin D. Roossvelt
The White House

Washington, D.C. m
My dear Governor:

1. Congratulstioms om that swell veto of the Inflationary Food Bill.
Hundreds of the litile selfless employses in Agrisulture, 0.F.A. and slsewtere
pleked up lots of cournge om the strength of it. I do wish you oould still fimd
m oconsion to heartem your old mass of New Denl employees who of late have felt
that no ons 18 in thers slugging for them -- except maybe Ickes. Maybe a pross
conferenss would give mu occasion, They feel a sense of lumilistion -- as if
tiey had been desertel — something like the 1937 perlod of despair,

E, Have tolked further with Summer sbout plens for after war
Frivate=Fablic finencing of Buropes projects. Ho has asked me t0 spend a
couple of days a week at the State Department. I will do so, but Little 4id
E':lh.'l.n.‘l: I would ever be asced to work in that Department. Of course no job,

1tlo, sto.

3. Iwmt over with the Enpglish the plans for setting up procedures
for trials of Axis Bgd Boys. I 4o trust you won't appoint Menly Budson. He's
tired, dissppointed and will be a pettifogging influmce. What about Bob Jackson
who is interested, and 1f it is a temporary job, even Stone won't object since
it is "judicial®, Or Jerome Fremk — with much time on his hmds. (Ee only sits
nine wesks during m entire year in ouwr Cirouit). I have quite mome suggestions
on this proposed trial plem to turn over to whomever you appoint, We nesd mot
repent Leipzigl

4. I represented Leon Henderson who starts om a natiooal hook-up
Jugiet l4th, omce a weak, Hare you ey ideas for the best way he can help —
mood or subjecta? I resember cmoe you gave mea a swell ildea for F.F.A. to use
on progrems Te Jongress,.

B, Do send for the ﬂpﬁﬂlﬂMluumm. The
Farlsy=-Garey crowd are riding o they fesl they have cmsed Eiddle's
Boys to reverse the m;:mputmurmurnumnh. I have gome over
the avidencs and it looks like a olnch to me, provided the indictment will lies
in the District of Columbia instead of Georgia,
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6s Did Ickes tell you my two plans for capturing the miners,
without inflation, end with no eredit to John Lewis? If you are interested --

as Harold said he was — let me know if you want me to shoot these plans

to you. They arise out of the job I did for Governor Earle in 1937 on the
Anthracite Bootleg Coal Commission. They may do the trick even now.

Yours,

ald
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Hon. Framklin D, Roosevalt

The White Houss

Woshington, De C. FTQ@&‘? _

Dear Covernor:

1. Have you considered as & atep toward English=pgmoriom relations a
shifting of the lemses of the Naval Bases such as Berruda so that the leases
will run generally to England and the United States? I had a long talk with
& group of pecple up from Bermuda snd it seems to me thot a move of this na-
ture would carry terrific subtle implications toward Anglo-fmericm policing
at least of this hemisphere, Alsc this shift could help the final settlements
urder Lend-Laasa,

2. I rem into one of your remarkable generals - Enjor Genoral Sanderford
Jurman. I spent m day with him going over some of the defense situations. I
sew him with his men out in the field and I've seen him handlas Politicisns, At
lest I found my ideal of a libersl, open-minded old Army Boye Incldentally,
his deughter broadessts from a Fhiladelphia station, and i one of our last New
Denl brosdcasters left in the country. I understend that Dmum gots out on apge
retirement shortly, I should imepins that as Cormending Oeneral Antiairveraft
Artillery Commend, E, Do C., Jormm has measured upe Sinee Drum's job 1ia to a
great extent one of public relations, T am sure you could not do better them
Jamen as his suecessor. And equally importent, keep on eye on Jermen's daughter,
kirs, Clark.

3« Is there any chemce of getting in as assistont counsel to the Nation-
ol Democratic Comittee ome of your old type boys, one that is proud of your
entlre progrem beck to the old relief deyas, and does not heve an apologetic
attitude? Such a man could be of great help throughout the country,

e I think en election will no doubt be held for Lt. Covernor. The
Demoorats cennot possibly win without Labor Party support. - Vhet about Demn
Alfangs, whe piled up 402,000 votes? Or at least & joint candidate,

5. How mbout getting tough with Lt, Wesley T. Guest of the Sgnal Corps
Who went out of his way improperly to divulge information againgt Tim Fly by
tuming it over to the Navy Bays? Unless Ouest gets spenked good and proper
the Cox Boys are plemning to capitalize en his behavior.
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6. A great number of employers are promising to take back pecple
now in the amed forces. How about starting the Ldea that employers should
hang out flags with the appropriate number of atars, showing their commit-
ment to rehire such people. I think I con get some employers to start this
and some publicity. Would it be welcome? If they once heng out a flag at
least tlere is an emotional comitment , and not just Ple in the Sty promisesld

7+ At the tims of the new tax bill when rates in the lower bracket
groups will be increased, and thers won't be incoms left in the upper brackets
to tax, would it mot be well to get labor to support & progrem of incentive
taxation? Henry Wallece's speech mlong these lines to the fmeriem Lebor FParty
was the first education lobor has had om the subject.

Yours, /
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Dear Morris:

Thanks for your "tidbits® of Beptember
twenty-first. Go right ahead. =0

In hhsﬁnflullmm,
you might talk with Bertie « He 13 going over
to Eng on this very soon.

: Here 1s another "tidbit®, the truth of
which I will not voueh for but it comes from a md
source. Woodruff, the President of Coco Cola, a
lnnztlu:ﬂthlmmldmmmm,mh
t.h-hudn.fl'tpucuh,uukdmtumtnp
$10,000 toward a five million dollar fund for next
dutumn. If Bricker is nominated, they will set up
an "American Democratic Party®™ -- a third ticket -~
expec it will take far more votes from the Demo-
eratic ticket than from Bricker.

If Dewey 1ias nominated, they would just
plain throw up their hand because they hate him as
they do the ﬂnu.&m‘) ;

In regard to the book on the Four Freedoms,
I think all four giioices are exesllent.

As ever yours,

Horris L. El'll-l-t, E‘q-a
285 dadison Avenue,
l“ !ﬂrK 1.?. ll !!
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Hons Franklin D, Roosevelt
The thite Housa Eﬂhét-
Washington , D.C.

Donr Governor:

1. I = poing to Englond apgain, this time ut the request of British
interasts concemed with sooo of the minor items which I listed up in &
momorendum for Sumner ellea ma to tidbits to improve jnplo-‘mericon re-
lations, I wonder If there is any littls chore I con toke on for you withe
out title, pay or mything except devotion.

2, I mn doing quite same dig-ing into the set up of a United Wations
Comifssion for trisls for Lazi leaders, etc. Is thers mny way I can plteh inm
o thia? aybe I qualify becaunse I em touph, Jowish and still have a respect
for due procoess and fair trials,

3: Frock and the gang are licking their chops over vhut they 414 to
Summer, I hate to see than capitalize on their victory.

4y I em hoving Paul Appleby up at the house with Helem Heid, Henry Luce,
Gunther, Shirer, Swing, ete., to got some support for the Hot Springs Tood Con-
ference Report.

-1 I mn gotting Horry Zmerson Fosdick snd a tunch of liberals to coma
out with a blast apgainst the Cox investigation of Tim Fly.

6. I have potten Simen & Schuster excited about gotting out four short
books on the Four Freedoms, going into some deteils as to what they heve meant
in the past end what they con meen in the future, I have in =ind the following:

{a) T ahall do the First Frecdom — Trooldm of Speach.

{8} I thought Henry Wallace might do Freedam From Wmnt, taling in the
Hot Springs Food Conference and ging alsc into clothing,
housing, and the raising of stendard of living elsewhars
8o the rest of the world ean buy our goods,
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{e] I thought Summer Welles might do the Freedcm From Fear,
which in essence is security, policing the world, al-
lisnees, League of Mations, ete,.

(4) I don't Jmow whom to get for Freedom of Religlon becouse
to be frankly dome, it must disouss the Untouchables of
Tndia, the switoh of Pussia frem "reliplon is the oplate
of the people”, our Fu Klux Hlm, Catholic Church in
politics, oto, I heve in nind maybe Horry Bimns, lemaging
Editor of Comonweal,

Shall I lay off? These books will be short snd might do sawething
to gut into the Willkie = Fulton Lewls attack on the Four Freedoms by thelir
boosting "Freedom of Enterprise®, a subterfuge for laissez-faire in their minds,
Would 1t be embarrasaing to get Smmer? I heve already had him sit with Si=en
& Sohuster in regord o o book of a somewhat siodler nature.

Yours,

A%
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Hon, Frenklin D, Roomevelt

The White Housas

Weshington , D.C.

Tidbits

Denar Governor:

1. I sew Sumer md urged him not to take on & two day a week columm
for Helen Reid or emy other newspsper, I think it will lessen his useful-
ness when he comes back on a job for you. Ineidentally, I em arranging for
sbout thirty of us %o give him & privete dinner in New York., I telked to him
about his doing & volume cn "Freedom from Fear” as I wrote you, I think {tva
bis great cpportunity to stay before the publie with dimity and, of course,

F-F

I think that Simom & Schuster can do a terrific job om thess four short volumea,

porticulerly if Susmer and Henry Wollece do the third snd fourth "Freedoma®,
I bad o further talk with Henxry end I think he is excited sbout it md possibly
you might went to give them each a nwlge. If it im't dons by people who are
your Boys, 1t will be donme by others in order to corrupt your eoncepts inm the
direction of Fresdom for Private Enterprise.

2. I have been incressingly disturbed by the leok of objectivity and
imbalance of the press, ‘that worrles me most of all is that we are getting
licked on this issue as ia shown by the fact that after you oracked Drew, he
gained in newspaper suppart., I have in mind that the wogy to get at the issue
is quite differsnt mmd I think I have sold & bill to CBS to put cn the air a

series of half e dozen debates discussing the bottlenecks and prejudices of the
press, the distortion of the news by AP, eto., (strike news against Ansconda
case), bottlenecks of the movies, ste. I had in mind that they could get Wellaos,
Willkie, ete., to go on the programs. Willkie might well have to defand the
movie industry einoe he is Chairman of ome of the big companies. AS soon as this
geta developed further, I will send you =n outline becemse it is the kind of a
series that you might went to put & general blessing on at the opening of the
seriss in the form of some letter to be read, I have in mind that Jefferson,

who was elso bitterly attacked, once said to a friemd who wondered why he stood
for it: "We are starting sn interesting experiment. I hope it works."

3«  Thenks for your "tidbit™, and when they call you"that old devil® I
only ss&y - "I'm sorry for people who can't have the pleasure that I have of being
nuts sbout F.D.R.
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The White House

Washington, D.C. Tidbits

Desr Governor:

A group of us sat around after Look Magazine ceme out with the Willlkia
Plotures, and we thought of gotting some cartocnist to ot out a series of
the amitted plotures!!

(1)  willkie, Big Business Man, eitting at a director's meeting of
Commonwealth and Southern when it Passes dividends em preferred and common
stock. This pleture could be repeated at least ten times so as= to indi cate
tlmt there were no dividends over a great period of years,

(2] Ploture of Willkie fighting end delaying one of the simplast of
™ demooratia exporiments, to wit: TVA,

{3) Ploture of Willkis going on the Board of the First National Benlk,

(4) Pleture of 7illkis reslgning from the Board of the First Hational
Bank to run for President,

- W

(5) Ploture of Willkie going back cn the Board of the First Netional Bamk

after the cempaign,

(6) Ploture of Willkis taking a §100,000 7 check to become window
chairmen of the Board of Directors of 20th Century Fox. To the side of thig
pleture we will show Schenok Just going off to jmil.

{7)  Pioture of Willkie as lawyer receiving a check of a quarter of a
=illicn 7 for representing Z0th Century Fox, through his law firm,

(8)  Pioture of Willkie with the two checks in his hemd starting off on
8 trip around the Werld.

(9) Ploture of Board of Dirsctora of S0th Century Fox with chairmen
absent,
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{16) This ploture cmn be repeated for a period of years.
{11) The real pay-off pleture is Willkle sitting next to Sohenolk,

Schenck still in helf prison uniform, with Willkie voting to have Schenck
restored ms President of the compeny of which he is chalrman.

Yours for om unprsjudiced press
f

P.5. Incidentally, I am fighting for the Hewspaper Cuild agninst tha
quartette — Colea, Luce, Sulzberger and Howard on October twelfth, Thess
papera are the spearheads of en attask on Union maintensnce agresments of
the newspapers on the theory that it violetes the freesdom of the press.
The hearing is before the War Laber Boerd,
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Oetober 14, 1943,

Dear Ed:

Horris Ernet is going over to Furone
on matters of interest to us and I want him
to darry some letters from me. Will you arrange
for him to get a diplomatic visa whioh will
facllitate his travel? FErnst's ties
already have been arranged on a tish plane,

If you want more detalled information
will you get in touch with him direct? He will
be in H’nh!Wn all day tomorrow and then will
go back to his office in New York.

Always sincerely,

Honorable Edward R. Stettinius, Jr, ’
Under Secretary of State,
u.lhlﬂﬂhﬂ. b, C,



(1941) S4gned original of this letter sent to State Dept. for delivery by poueh.
hms

/c.'ﬂ: A Mr’é{#:;-ﬂr

Ootober 15, 1043,
Dear Gil:

Morris Ernst 1s going aver to

Londen. Ihhﬂrwﬂum-“
to see him,

With kindest regards,
Alvays sincerely,

FRANKLIN D, ROUSEVELs

lionorabls John o, Winant
Amorisan Embansy, 4
Londan

K-—_‘JH? :f.?.-.r. MWoinisu? /.-r.ml ey /- p3)
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Ootober 15, 1943,

I have talked to Morris atant
would

Personally, T would use a rentls
menﬁﬂthwmn

in a 1ight veln, For inatance, one oould
-hminnuhmmmihmm :
of France at the nine of the French Hewnln-

tlon; with the s ut nolsy minority who

o uammm;ummmunu
A n:mmm-wnnm;muﬁm

'lonorable Semaor Velles,
Oxon Hi11,
Haryland,

Dot nt Gt it A Vier Loinidind Wallew, sufs Tt

/ il }( fl, o = [elleq fwrdrt + T P e fﬂm 24(,{{{‘ 241 jl
T L . /
/ /
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Hom. Franklin D. Roossvelt
The White House
Weshington, D. C.
Tidbita

Dear Governor:

1. Iqwmmmﬂwmumﬂuunrmhm

involving the Unification of International Commumication. It is &

let the Senate Committes, through the resclution introdused Saturday, muoker

shame to

up this matter, I think that Unification of Internaticnsl Comsmunication is

probably me important ms the eirplens eituation, but I don't think

that any

of the thinking along regionsl lines would apply. Whather by government

ownership or pot, there must be government infiltration and control

of poli-

cles as to cable, telephone and international broadeasting. It so bappens
that Sarnoff is nearer right on this issue thon 18 Paley. Let me know if I

ecan ba of help.

Z. The Welles party was swell, I cuggest you might want to get

& more objective report from Major Henry 5. Hooker. ALl present had & ter-
rifie fealing sgeinst Hull -- which led me to sy that we, curselves, had

helped to develop the move, and without menticming Sulrberger by name, every-

hod,rmtthntructmn-nmnrumdbhmmmw“tm

any other parson.

3. rmmmummupu;wmmmmmmmm-

govornment would rather have a sales tax or less ineome. It cccurred to ma
that Treasury might Mnhpummlhiuhmm-nmth-mbl-u

discussed at dinner, to wit: the driving out of 1ittle business by big busi-
ness that has multiple profits, as in the oil case. I have talked to Randolph

nhutmmm-uuummmmmmmhmﬂhm
enswer to such & question, end then to mee you while H.M. is away, would be

helpful.
Swell time with you.
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October 26, 1943.

T

MEMORANDUM FOR
MORRIS ERNBT

1. I think it would be fine to

Nrs. .

I am laid with a eold -- toush
of "flu" —- but to be all right
next wealk.

I snclose a better version of the
Bouth Ameriocan story.



Ootober 26, 1943.

"Some years ago the President of the United States was
driving through Cartagena, the great seaport of Columbia, with
the President of Columbia. The latter said 'It is almost im-
possible to make our budget balance because we have practically
0o manufactures. The President said "Why do you all wear
foreign-made shoes and shirts and cotton clothes? You grow
plenty of cotton and you have many hides. It is very simple
to make low-priced shoes and cotton goods'. The President of
Coluambia replied "You must be jesting because that would
decrease our purchases from the United Btates'. President
Roosevelt said '0Oh, no, you go ahead and make your own shirts
and shoes -- raise your standard of living and this will
enable you to rom us more radios and automobiles and
things you can sanufacture down herel. Boon Columbia started
making shoes and ent:tnn gEcodsP,
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Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. O. Tidbits

Daar Governor:

1. Feul Appleby wes swell last night. Hs laid out the antire program
of the Hot Springs Food Conference. Fussell Leffingwell wes there, who no doubt
will kave & luncheon for Paul with the heads of the bilg food companiss who can
really be influentinl with our backward Semators. Mareh of Time will put on a
radic program with Fagl on 4t, and Mabel Souvaine, of the A & P Stores (editor of
ons of our greatest megazines - Women's Dey, 3 million circulation and littls
heard of)] will no doubt run a series of articles.

2. Eomo of our griping columnists are elready indiceting that the Myron
Taylor ccnfersnces will be eniped at because Fussia was not present. There is no
use telling thess Boys that Russmia was invited. They just don't want to baliave
it and they will even meke Fussia's refussl of invitation into something evil. Do
you think it would be well to bave Taylor coms up with Shirer, Gunther, Helen Heid,
ot ol and talk off the record? Jf so, will you let Taylor and me kmow. I will
have to arrange it promptly befors I shoot off to England.

3. A long time ago you told me & story, which I have written out roughly,
a8 enclosed. It 48 by all odds the best story to explein your philosophy on foreign
trade to overcome the idea that we are golng to be & Sante Olaus. You may remesber
that you wrote ocut for me the story of the Priest who wam run down in Briteny dur-
ing the last war. I got that over the air in New York and London and it was motu-
ally dropped im pamphlets in Franoe. Would you eare to write out in your own style
the snclosed story, becauss I think it can be used to great advantage.

4+ Samiel Grafton, New York Fost, told me that you had told Dorothy
Backer thnt he should come to the next press conference and meet you. He tried to
reach Steve and Steve was not in. I suggest that you have someons wire him because
be is very mnxious to ‘come down for pext Friday's conference. He was out with
Willkie for & week, aod he ia the kind of paive boy who osan be teken in. When you
see him, be will not went to listen to you but he will want to tell you.

5« A very important newspaper person whom you ought to get someons to
conteot, 18 Mrs, Mabel Souvaine. She is our kind of folk end ia one of the tops
at Woman's Day. This magazine is sold through the A & P Stores at two cents a
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copy, mnd has & terrific wallop. I got her to do a plece, for example, on WAVES,
WAC3, etc. Do you want me to bring her down pext Fridey to the press conference?

6. In case you have missad it, note Winchell's reference to the dip-
per I threw for Sumner. I did pot give it to him but it is 0.K. by me.

ue



Some years mgo, the President of the United States was riding through
the Capitol of Colombia (7). The Presldent of Colombia said: "How would you
like to run a ecountry with your telsphonsa owned in New York, your electric
light in Lemdon, your water worke in Paria?" The President of the United
Gtates said, "Where to you get your shirts end pants?™ Whersupon the FPresi-
dent of Colombim said, "New York City, of course. That's the market place”.
Whereupon President Roosevelt seid, "I can understand why you have not been
sble to save, out of your past labor, emough money to buy & line of telephons
poles, but certainly you have work habits end skill eufficient to buy a couple
of thousand Singer Sewlng machines in order to make your own shirts™. To this
the Fresident of Colombia replied, "You must be jesting becauss if we made our
own shirts it would hurt your market plece in New York City". President Roose-
velt them said, "0h, no. You go ahead and make your own shirts end you will
raise your stmdard of living and our Boys will be able to sell you more radios
and automobilea™.

. oW R e
P.3. And ma & matter of faoct, that great South Americen country esteblished
its first important factory for the mapufecture of shirts shortly thereafter,

KOTE: The sbove story ought to be checked as to the name of the country and
the place of ownership of the mtilities. I don't know whather it ought
to come cut in the form of m letter you might write me, or just in
the form of m story about you, which pould be relessed in proper form.
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Hon, Frenklin D, Roosevelt
The White House Tidbits
Washingtem, D.C.

Dear GCovermor:

ls I hed lunch yeaterday with Capt, Patterson. I tried to get him ex-
cited about attacking the press for westing manpower on sdvertising. No somp.
He 18 all right oo the fight I just rn agninet the other newspapers for the
Newspaper Ouild. Incidentelly, he told me that Macirthur had sent over for
his mdvice as to Macirtmr running for President. Patterson advised the Cen-
eral that if ho was in the midst of a campaign he should mot yun and should al-
80 remecber what happened to Grent. There was much more political talk but
there is no use boring you unless you went more details., We did not mentiom
F.D.R. at this sesmlon. He said he was swinging strongly in faver of en al-
liance with Englend. This might be really important in view of the MeCormick -
Eissie position on Englend. On the war guillt problems where I had it in the
badk of my basd that a men like Patterscn might well be put én some kind of a
committoo, he hed mn interesting ides that the triels should be held in
Switzerlmd, becsise Lif the Allies held the triale, 1t would appesr essentially
phoney. Moreover, he indicated that Switzerland reyresented the seat of the
congep® of the League of Nationa, This Swiss concept does not mesn much esxept
that the 0ld Boy is thinking in better terms. As a matter of fact, he never
wos anything internationally except emti-F.D.R. I mm still of the opiniom that
if we are smart emough we cen swing him around and that he ia smxious %o be swmung.
Obviously he is nasty and tough at the moment;, but I am nalve enough to think
that he is still wortlwhile working on. Ly only worry is that the guy has taken
a great shine to me and wents to see me again when I returmn from Englend. In-
cldentally, he is still & buddy of Beaverbrook and dramk plenty with him when
Kax was hare.

£, I e sending e copy of exnerpts from letters from Charlie Folettdi
md his friends, I think these few pages may give you a better ploture of the
economic operation in Sicily end Itely then you will get out of any formal re=
ports. I got these from Jeen and told her that I would send them on €0 you.

Hopa you are bask on your feet.

Ene (1)

L

L =
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w-lm fine, working very hard. Ever quite disorganized.
oe 14) has become the chief of & nawly orea street cleaning
departmént and horse snd mule burying servise. Few days s spent & rough
ni;ht.:th Rodd (Britisher) on the beach., Slept in a l:l.l:t depreasion in
the . 0Olad to have the moon set, Quite a few interruptions from planes.
Our nerves held well, Yesterday went around the soun to t differ-
ent groups of civil affairs officers, Oetting so we 1like C and ratlons but
we manage to obtain some wine, including Asti Spummnte. We sertainly have
been rnqﬂ.:! it and I have a feelinz or perhaps n smelling that a bath might
be most profitable.

All working hard and hav fun end making real sontributien teo
+ » « Dur jobs have required much ovising. Looting ocours about

time of oapture of & town but scon quists down. The other merning personally
went to & big town with Bigsi, (Orpheus Bissomero, the deotor from Barre,
Vt., who seems to be right with Charlie, and who writes me ccoasionally and
tells me Charlie is in good health, and that he is taking care of him and
making him eat his vitemins}) BSlept at outskirts on soms cutwisat under
an almond tres. Next morning at 7 moved into city hall. Neo treeps in tewn
but soon restored order and got the carabinieri back on job. This morning
mo tor: sast for oonfersnce with British, Have visited most of ccoupled
plases for personal check-up.

W Charlie is well and we are all working hard. Things
ve wor out besutifully. I em sure the program ls sold to the higher-ups,

%W I sm writing this in Charlie's room as I lmow he

o write, He has been busy and has put this Amgot

over through his sheer drive, brillisnce and scund judgment. You & be
Jom . » sCharlie is it and well, and I will keep my eye on him. He

takes his viteminslill

Since last Thursdsy when we moved into this place (Palermes) I

Ve been frantically busy. One BEritish officer, Rodd, and myself had te
run-this largest city and provimss, Later on - 4 days after - Bissl and
Mawrdics ceme in and we put them to work, We found a eity practically dead
in its motivity end we have now pushed it off dead center. It moving.
Water l'ﬂ:&r is being restored. Elesstriclty is rationed - time
getting at to grind into flour but we are ite All kinde of im~
provisation. You should ses my office - such an ar istie gem ambout the sime
of the big red room in Albany.

Had good sleep last night but Sat. eve we had a couples of hours

avenly gifts. This olty got quite a pasting before we came, The people
were all undsr the impression that with Amerlcans here there would be no more
alr raide. Thousands have been pour tack into this large uit{.on that
theory. « «I live in a hotel asinoe oo here = cone of the tourist hotels.
Nige bed and private bath, But until we got here, Thurs, night, July 88, the
going was rouch, I was all bitten by fleas or something. Never more than a
helmet full of water and only ¢ and K rations., The army food 1s fine here. . .
Haven't felt sick a moment. My swimming, ete. in Afriea helpsd. Conglemerate
mail of May arrived.



1L -l- e d to hii imtnigt uhﬁcgunm
nicl in Roomeve « Wno is over hare £t

his brother-in-law, who i1s with t, and Quentin !tm.ﬂ.l. Tl.nnnt’.m:m

;.l about u"-""i You can tell Jemn that uﬂrm is funationing in superior

ashion admirs everyens, and that ha tting a at deal of aredit

Tor She'offiefent ablnistsatten of oivil Atolivgs T oV

W I sit on Baloony of hotel roem, private bath, Right below
onn see holes made by two bombs the other night., But I was on ground
fleor and fooled theml Pleces of consrete I up on this bals

floor. We are getting tough but not foolhardy. the beach one night I had
to take it but here tale cover below. Hurrsh 6 yesterday received all birthday
letters and oards (his bir was July 2ndl] “Tods received your birthday
sabls (ment July latl), « «Yesterday opened mess at Sport Club in center of
olty. Onms fellow had fun t‘hui:: allver, & and 8 in country.
.lha:; I‘I':m o: ﬁm;- mlltf mtng:. isd bomb nts: Dissour too
rapid return un hings get rolling. gunized new relisf and employment
office - big business, Dave Morse handling latter. Bissil is swell- and
most efflcient, Maurles geeat help, The three of them have an apartment and
I may move over later on. However, plans of future up in air de ing on
progress of battle and Itallan polities. « «The balloen barrage looks nise,.

H_Lm s+ « «In retrespect, bombing from alr, shots and shots from
estroyers and cruisers, bturning ships, lying on bemch under airplane flares,
nolse and fantastic pattems in sky from anti=-aireraft all seems so far .
In fast, kind of mise the line of mstion. Hers we are miles from the ﬂ.ﬂ"tug
to the Emst. But this blg eity and provife are rnnnung terrifie

=poonomic and governmental. We are all working like dogs and there 1s so mush
to de. All government had deterierated; ccompletely demoralised. Es
shattered., Transport now existent. Feeding people under such clroumstances
is tough and it does disturb my slesep. But I'm determined to conguer it in
two more weeks., Worlked all day rutn'ﬁhhut in bed at By45 and today was a
new man, Had 4 hr. conferense with civil affairs officers of this province-
sbout 40, Tonight at 9 having dinmer with Franklin D. Jr. of whom I have
seen quite a bit during past two weeks, 4

M Yestorday received yours of June 30 snd one of July 22nd. So

8. t night ate at Amgot mess,..then work. Night befere dinner with
Lord Rennall of Rodd, Major OGeneral, our Chief Civil Affairs Offiser who has
talen over an encrmovs palase right near hotel. Very gay-stag party. Sat
on open stons terrace lo at somes little anti-alroraft. Bombing has beesn
light and we have gotten good long slseps. I didn't liks the routine of waking
up at 4 in the morning. . «All the Amgot Hiddts. orowd have located themmelves
in this big oity and there's quite a orowdl And all kinds of gratuitous
suggestions, tool Quite trying at times., OGeneral MoSherry has been fine,

August 16thefrom Maurice Neufeld; Charlis is in fins form, and adored by

sveryons.




% Glad you didn't know I was going in with the mssault ferces.
was « Al#o had thrilling sxperisnce this blg city.

uTiE :L:;l;h with Gensral !Itill;r: Just - |+ The mountain passes
outs (-] were burning from gunf The o was Considerable
losting however had saken plase, Wems o Palace and then to this

hotel - same one I'm im, t dey drove be tanks of sn armored unit,
Bridges blewn up., Our jeep navigated stresms very well, A few miles out
of town, General took our Jeep and had it !: back to deliver a message.
Jumped on top of bags of another jeep and we ceme, Didn't have a bit
of clothing - extra I mean - sha kit, medicines, eta, Three m later
some stuff came in and since then have enjoyed comforts, . «A8 I you
the fine vintages are dis aring very rapidly. Astl Spumante 1a all gone
btut thers are searching parties in the ocuntry chscking into the cellara

of the pringes and dukes, of which there seem to be an sbundanse in 8ieily,

Government here is the most complioated mesa and soonomle
contreols the most amaging labyrinth - just ineredible, It takes hours of
cross-sxemination to discover the facts.  Our most pressing problem is feed-
:.:s thnm{:ozh. The black marlest is rempant. Inm has respeoted law

re tions for so many menths that 1t is en 11 fights I mm threwing
soocres in jail for black market viclations. In a couple of days hope to have
a new price list which I efn publish. ¥You san't eppreclate the difficulties
of governing without any communicatlions and without transport., I have seized
sgerything around and now have a truck fleet of 50, All of them nesdsd
repairs so we started a repair shep. Public offieials have no cars and we
requisitionsd thoss too. ga -;.:th.miup- to spesdy actien but we somsehow
ksep life moving., No food dis rs as yet, Found some frosen meat belong-
ing to Italisn army and once a week releass part of it for this reglen -
on Fridayl In this city established new system of relief. Have now
offices in operation in prineipal parts of clty but still have to open offioes
in the Bronx and at Coney Islandl Todsy made arrangements to release large
quantities of wine previcusly held by Italian government for alochel, In-
tend to dump it on market kly to help break black market in wine. Oh,
heavens, I can't begin to tell you the multitudinous tasks of & day, In
sddition te government in the strist sense, one has to be an ssonomic oEAr
in all basis esconomic matters.

% Time is very trisky here - so long and so shert, It should
& more & monthwe heve been in Palermo but 1t ian't. I lmow because

looal newspeper had an editorial referring to the thirty day peried. Also
told of the tireless and dynamic Colonelle Poletti, Ouess I'll stiok
sround and run for the new House of Parliament from Sieily. How about ity

. It came down in buokets and did it do dsmagel The hotel here,
for instance, was flooded becmuse all the sicylights over the halls and the
dining roem have no window glass, The electric light went out at the
Prefecture. Rain washed down several walls of bombed bull s+ S0, hare
we've had gangs cleming strests for weeks and now this, Lord]l what a messi
The sewers backed ups, Several big depressicns have cocurred in the main
streets, Why worry - the worst is to come when rain andoold slow us up.

w Yesterday sbout 10 o'elock saw the first rain sinse I left
ashington



i
Roofe all over the place reed repairing and there are no window
lasses, munlllmﬂ».-.nﬂu! s Wy own 'ml
ttle settled. I will not be moving on in « They
want to put all of Bie urder me and I t in a oouple of daym to
start operating as strator for the entire islsnd. If should be
fun but not as exeliting ms belng with the troeps. All in all I've gotten
& preotty goed btresk. The argument is that someons must settle down, dig
in and really try to govern occupied territory. . .Oeing to start -
moTe ::fullr life now - a little swimming in the afterncon. Might as
well ld up the old bedy. It certainly is tough. Also desided not
to e

at any more II'.:E rations. Living on the country - wonderful frults
of sll kinds - fresh figs, plums, grapes,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Ootober 27, 1943,

MEMORANDI FOR
8.7.E.

Tha Fregident has written to
Horris Epnst telling him that he will
have you arrange to have Samual Grafton
come down to see him after elasction,
Also, the President told Ernst he would
sep Mpra, Mabel Souvaine, whom Ernst says

ls a vory lmportant newspaper person,

and is one of the topas on "Woman's Day".
He pnid this magazine is sold through
the A & P stores at 2 g copy and hae a

tremendous olroulation,

&.G.7T.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 20, 1945

MR. EARLY:
Telephone call

3110 = Mr, Samuel Grafton, NEW YORK POST,

telephoned from New York City. He is ask-

ing permission to come to one of the Presi-
dent's press conferences and to stay after-
wards to see the President.

Mr. Grafton says this was suggested
by the President to Mr. Theodore 0. Thackrey,
President, NEW YORKE POST — who also sug-
gested that Mr. CGrafton get in touch with
Mr. Barly on it.

Mr. Grafton says any conference will
be all right, with the exce

exception of the ang
this Fr = but that the conference on
Friday, %her 20th, is preferable. He asks

that we please notify him at:
75 West Street, New York City.
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AFFROVID BT THE
BLARCH 10, 1hs

STAMNDARD FORM Mo, 1da
PermIpEsT

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

Norris Ernat

e



STANDARD FORM MNO. 144

IR o The White House
TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES Tneber £y 130

Morris Ermst :
Gresnbaum, Walff and Ernat,
265 Madison Avenus,

Kew York, N. Y.

@ad to have Samuel attend Prese Radic ferance :
L b P Acbvrae Fad fcfué:.;..j- g
tomorrow at ten~thirty l.l.h ﬂ_‘ #‘.?
remain and meet the Presldent

STEPHEN EARLY
Becretary to the President
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THE WHITE HOUSE c
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WASHINGTON

October 29, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MORRIE L. ENRBT

The new foursome is excellent,
especlally the last name on Press

Bpeech -- but I have a little
hesitation on Orew on Fear, War
and Becurity. CGraew really knows
very little about it, for he i»
familiar only with the Japanese
end. How would it do to get
Major George Fielding Ellot, who
18 without doubt the best of the
war commentators/

1 would not drop the idea,

but personally I e not
possibly write any Foreword.

r. D'I E-



EERBEAT & WOLFF
HEORME L EREET
JORAR J BAERD
BAMLEL J BEHUE
ALEZAMDES LINDET
JEROHE HARBLER
THEDDORE B, SAFFIN
BRI  RARL A
LED ROSEN
HAROLD W BTEAN
HAMMET F. SLREL
[
BTLVERTER BEMJAEIE
BUTH BESRARTENAR
CABBHELL GREENBERS
HOMROE A LATESE

GREENBAUM, WOLFF & ERNST

EBE MADISON AVENUE '."',-
HEW YORK I7, N. Y. 4).(, *f;r,
&, Ly
Oty
October 27, 133, ‘o b

Hon, Frenklin D, Roocsevelt
The White Eouse Tidbits
Washington ; D.C.

Dear Covernor:

You will recall that you wrote letters to Sumer and Henry
VWallace suggesting that they do two of the chapters in & book on the FOUR
FHEEDAS. I have just heard from Henry's publisher that Henry won 't do
it. I think this is just publisherd interferemce, Summer has in mimd
snother books I think they both should do their perts, perticulerly if
you think it would be helpful to your Fourth Fresdom concept and to under-
oine the Fifth Freedom Boys.

If they won't do it, what would you think of & foursome such as
Fosdick - Religion; Appleby - lood - Clothing; Orew - Fear = Var - Securlty;
Ernst - Press and Speechi

I still think that the original foursame would be much better
for you and for the basic idea. If you think the slternative foursome is
nevertheless worthwhiles and you would like to seoe it done, let me kmow. In
my event, the book should be of such a noture as to spesk, indirectly, for
what we Jmow to be your philosoply and thus impliedly sontain your bleassing.

I cmnot believe that Henry and Swner would not go forward with
their two chaptera if they thought, for example, that you were excited enough
shout the idea to write a short foreword.

Opr should I drop the entire idea?

In your ymous Arey,

i
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LED MOBEN
HARMDLD W STERS
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BTYTWESTEN BENJAMIN
BUTH BCHWART IR AN
CARBAELL GMEEMBERD
HOMBOE N LATERE
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Hon, ¥ranklin D. Roosevelt
The White House Tidbits
Washington , D.Cs

Daar Gowvernor:

l. The /mericen Commnists, a8 you lmow, have been bedeviling
the State Department and Berle with the rumor that Berles joined the Catholic
Church, I wrote to Adolf that it was nobody's business except that being a
high public official he ought not to leave the public in doubt. Adolf wrote
me a swell enswer, enclosed herewith. I don't intend to use it unless I find
the right spot. Joy suggestions?

2. In regard to the FOUR FREEDOMS - instend of Grow, how about
Hamilton Fish Armatrong, leaving the foursome: Appleby, Fosdiek, Ammstrong,
Emsat., I still think you ought to spenk Wallace and \/elles into doing their
gactors.

If these "tidbits™ gat to bore you or flaw too freely,
don't hesitate to slep me down. Incidemtally, while in Englend, if you want
me to shoot into Bwitzerldnd or Germany, remember I &m in your Army, and
would love it. I have lived a hell'va good long life =-- so whatll

Yours,



Department of State
Washington

October 21, 1943,

Deer liorris:

I have your courteous letter of October 19. The rumor of my slleged
sonversion to Catholicism has been travelled widely and pushed so heavily
that it slmost looks like a propagmmda stunt.

I =n not a Catholie, never have been a Catholic, snd never expect to be.
1 have never contemplated it, studied for it, come within miles of it., Sever-
al generations of New England sncestors would tum in their graves if it hap-
pened, and to arrive at that comclusion would involve reversing pretty nearly
every cell in my head,

I have many friends in the Church, =nd great respect for the people who
sincerely hold that faith, or, for that matter, eny honorable faith, But such
Christianity s I profess-- and I heppen to think Christianity still hes a
great deal to say—— has got to be worked out as best it cem through the Pro-
testant Congregationalism in which I was born. I hope this answers your
question, Y

I think that the rumor started by confusing me with my colleague, Howland
Shaw, He is a New Englender who had a kind of Oxford movement all by himself;
beceme end is a very devout Catholic; and has held various high lay posts,
notably that of President of the National Catholic Velfare Aissociatiom. It is
possible your friends have me fixed with him,

The State Department represents the entire United Btat:(aa, and where it is
useful or necessary to work with Catholics or Cetholic orgenizatioms I do so.
This is a part of my job. When in Catholic countries I try to be respectful to
the religion of the country and expect to go on doing so. But I have done the
same 'thing with Jewish orgaenizations and probably would with licheammedens if the
oceasion arose. So would you under like clircumstances,

with kind regards, I am
Faithfully yours,

Adolf Berle
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Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Weshington, D. 0.
Dear Governor:
l. Why not appoint & small committes to prepare a program on incentive
nﬂﬁn

tazation in conmection with the next year? I would suggest for such
the following:

Fuseell Leffingwall
Hery EKainer
Reuther of the CIO

and pomebody, I don't know just Wio, from the AFL. I would 1ike %o be on such a
committee and I suggest, above all else, that Eendolph Peul should be designated
88 counssl. I don't balieve will ever get tax through Congress
becmse of the attitude of ﬂamn toward g..lui m%a run away with
the show by getting in your hagds & report on private incentive taxation particu-
larly for small business snd new enterprises. Let Congress turn down those menll

Incidentelly, 'andnlph Paul mads some perticent remarks bafora the
Subcommittoe on Military Affairs in reghrd to this problem.

2, I miggested to Sumner at luncheon yesterday that the growloz irri-
tation of mmall netionse, particularly South Americn, for what looks like & freeze-
out with respect to the opesrations under the oscow agreement, could well be
answared if the G-ﬂ:nq and South Americmn mations designated ome person who on
8ll matters of gemeral’interest to Centrsl smd South America would represent them
on the Committes which will sit in London. If anything arises that affects a par=
tizular nation, that would be different. Obviously the H.A. Republics cannot come
in ons by one in Noah Ark's fashion, but the designstion of a single person or a
copmittes of three might wall be vworkeble, and in addition, would be another wiae
move in the direction of International Home Rule otherwise known as "reglionalism,”
Insidentally, I will be in Rio with Arvenah on my way back from Englend. Hartins,
in fact, asked me to @0 down there specially.

3 I talked to Sumner about the roseibility of my planting some seeds
80 that he might be invited to looture at Oxferd ar Cambridge. He might be deaig-
nated 5t. Hegis Professor, to @ive a series of six lectursas at Cembridge. Susmer



GREENBAUM WOLFF & ERNST
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wos interested mnd I will plant seods in Englend, if I cen, sc that he would be
invited sometime in the Spring.

bs - I wrot ’;aiou about how D:ft. Patterson has sterted a sommersault
coming out fthr an {ah-/mericon Alliance. Somebody to watch these -
tordals for you particularly because Summer told me that Cisey did not run the
aditorial in Washington which appeared in tha Newe last Sundey. If that is true,
then T sewed gquicker than I thought.

5. The last alection means . that we have lost the politicel offensive,
fwe," being "your" boys no matter vhat their party emblem might be. Il{ gusess is
that thers is no hope of getting any newspaper support. They are cut to biteh you
up wharever they can even though thay have no real final influence, vide: ell New
Yoric papers for Frankentheler - he ran last; all papers against Aurelio - ha was
electsd. I think it is sbout time that the press was token - end I don't mean
over; I mean only for & ride. I think you have an ideal spot to start in with.

A8 you know, newspapers are 'h{ing to get more snd more of the radic etetions.

Tim Fly has held the 1id down in eautiful fashion but many mﬂaper applicants
are now golng to put on the heat. He should not have to meke this profound poliey
decision elone. en you give him your policy idsm on the subject, why not con-
tinue it with two other fecets:

(1) 2-1/2 billion dollars of advertising this year deductible on
tax returns;

{2) Thers is emough waste of paper on advertising to save the draft
of married men.

T still think that my original suggestion to Don Nelson wes a good one, that he
appoint & committee and at that time I suggested Swing, Leffingwell, W. A. White
end George Norris to report on the pasic philosophy to be applied to paper ration=
ing and the resulting flow of advertising from newspapers to radic, unless radio
is compelled to have a certain proportion of time for mn-ndﬂ-ruuing Programns.

Do let me know, when I a= in England, if there is anything I cem
do. WMo doubt you will be relisved because there will be no more "tidbits" for a

f wﬁ'

Best,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hovember 9, 1043,
MEMORANDINM FOR MISE THOMPSON:

Tha Presldent eald to fell
you he 1a sorry tut there ia not
anything he can Ao on this request
from Morris Ernet, '

G.6.%7,

Telegras froa Morrid Ernat, Bermoin, 1176727,

to Nrs. Roomavelt, ramding "SORHY “TRSED ¥ R
PACKAGES HAYE SLENTY OF COONTES TCH X THTEND
WTLL GLALLY SHAAS WTTH YOS QuBLE 4F LAINLOH
FABASTY NalES OF PEHOUNS YUl halT GTFTS GWTVEN

TO FOR YO ALSO PLEASE XX 9 BO%% TF FUUR FUEEDOM
BOOK SHUTLD ALSO NE DONE BY YOIR FMOLTSHMEN 4D
IR 20 b M T SHOTLD CUNTACT HLE?® Yau,.»




1, Grosvenor Square,
London, W.l.

Dear Governor,
T BITS

1) How about Ed., Morrow to be in charge of all
the Germen broadcesting ms soon as United Nations
take over in Germeny ? He should be acceptable to
8ll of the United Nations, could do a bang-up job
but obviously whoever is selected should be advised
in advance so &8s to get plans underway.

2) It looks now as though both Oxford and Cambridge
will be competing to invite Sumner over to & series of
lectures in April or May. I took this up with Sumner
before I laft. Aydelotte saw Dr. Lindsay of Oxford
today, who 1s enthusisstie about Sumner coming over in
April as Eastman leoturer at Ballial. Or maybe he will
be designated as U.3.4, member of the Committee of
Three on the European field !}

3) Your "Maritime Delegate" concept in Azores works
like a charm.

L) I am getting together a list of all of the Irish
generals, commanders etc. who have been awarded V.C.'s
and other decorations by U.K.. I think a high
proportlon of the 69 awards to date have gone to born
Irishmen. Also I am getting together the figures of
the number of men from Southern Ireland who have
volunteered in the British Military forces. I thought
you might like to have this material to place it in the
proper sapot in order to overcome some of the Irish anti-
Britlish sentiment in the United States. Maybe you cen
get this dope easier in Washington.

I send you the above Tid-Bite so that you will know
that even by sending me far away I em the same old pest,

R
President Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Washington, D.C.
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Hons Fremklin D
The White House

Washington,; D.2
Dear Governor:
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GREENBAUM,.WOLFF E ERNST
288 MADIBON AVENUE
HEW YORK 17, M. Y.

TELEFHONE JALEDOM A B (A88

Dacanber #1,1843,

+ Roosevelt
. 44bits

Hed a swoll trip and saw most of the British Cabinet on matters of

after-war atuff
1.
the cendle, I

B.
ence I arranged

Dorothy Thompeon and others if they eare left out of even the first dinner perty.
I certainly sdvise that you leave the matter very informal and flexible, changing
If you wemt to use me as the whipping boy, I will
be glad to meice up liste emd bring the crowd down =0 that anybody left out would

the group from

-

Enclosed find copy of one of the pemphlets distributed in great
quentities by air over Frence containing the story you gave me a year =go shout

thought

you might be amised at seeing it in Fremch.

You certainly took over Ssm Grafton ms a result of the confer—

+ However, I think you ought to be & 1ittle cereful about the
confersnces with four or five chosen commentators becsuse Grafton already has
done same talking about 1t and you cen imagine the hell that will be raised by

time to time.

be sore ot me and not you.

3. I m sendiing you a copy of Gmtm Mackenzie's book entitled

"MH. ADOSEVELT". You will love 1t. I saw a lot of Compton end in faot, kidded
¢ Brendm Bracken about getting Churchill to write sm endorsmment for the bmk.
even though Compton thinks you are a greater guy than Winetom.
I cen do to get distribution in this country inh m cheap reprint.

4.

Ence

I will see what

Is there any chance of taling the rallwsy owners for a ride on
the FEFC race diserimination fight by working out a deal with the Brotherhoods
on wages in such a way that the Brothsrhoods will relax their discrimination?

It is tough slugging on Negro bigotry as long =s Bosses osn quote the Bigotry
of the aristooratic lsbor unions of the lamd,

Cod Bless = as they say in Englemd,

e

UG5
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 11, 1944.
MEMORANDUS POR GENEHAL ARNOLD:

I have had a letter from a friend of
mine who has recently come back from London
where he saw Air Marshal Harris. I quote frem
his letter to me:

THarris' Blue Book showing the cities
of Germsany before and after the raids is the
most exciting, tangible document of the war
I have seen. One cannot reslly appreciate

bing results @xcept through stereopticon.
I spoke to Harris about bﬂ.mmﬂ.bm pletures
over here for public display, 1s agreeable.
I have in mind thut an exhibition of the
plctures at Hadio Center and elsewhere, with
& charge of 25¢ a look 4t m elty before and
after a bombdi might be a Ecod move. Harris

Devers sbout it; at least he d1d not dis-
fpprove. The Aeronautical Chamber of
Commerce will no doubt finance the exhibi-
tion, t.urn.'l.nt over all profits to some reliaf
organizationmy

What should I tell ay friend?

F.L.H.

lio paners acoomoanied tha orteinal of this
remnrundies to Gen. Arnold.
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Hon, Fremklin 0. Roosevelt
The White House
i‘ﬂlmmng DuCa Tidbite

Dear Covernor:

l, Jiinent asked me to look into the Americen Red Cross. Frenkly, I
think it ie doing & shooking job in keeping the English boys out of most of our
Red Cross Canteens. I don't think you cen do much with our Red Cross in Englend -
whet with Harvey Gibson being what he is - but certainly I think it is importent
for our boys that the Canteens on the Continent be run as United Yot 'ons Cemtieens,
open to all soldie®s, at prices which the lowest paid soldier can pay. The Hed
Cross could motually supply much of the top pereomnel to run such Canteens and in
eny event even a United Nations Canteen open to all scldiers might be a terrific
help to the Negro isolation question ms well as the isoclation of our boys from the
British. Nomman Davis ought to be informed that the situatiom is bolling over in
Englend end that Readers Digest, Time, Fortune, etc., for once with valldity will
crack down on the Red Cross. You might wemt to tell Davis to gt in touch with me,
if you think I can help.

2:; 'There is a swell library being run at the Embassy by OWI which sells
fmericen books and pamphlets to Englend emd there is an exgiting demend for such
volumes. The great obatacle to the gmﬂh"'ﬂ the librery is that government pam=
phlets cemnot be sold at & price higher than marked on the pamphlet &nd the govern-
mont printing office will give no discount except if purchases are made in large
quantities, Why shouldn't the government printing office give a special discount
to all libraries run by the government in Embassies throughout the world? 8
would be a very mmall group and wouldn't hurt the budget of the govermment printing
office and would extend the sale of U.S. Government pamphlets tremendously in Eng-
land, Can I help?

3. I wes at Air Marshal Harris' home during the Berlin raid, I went
out to his Cave the following morning end the following night stayed with the boys
at the air fisld, Harrls' Blue Book showing the cities of Gemeny before snd after
the ruids is the most exciting,tengible document of the war I have seen. (me cennot
really appreciate bazbing results exsept through stereopticon. I spoke to Harris



GREENBAUM WOLFF & ERNST

about bringing the pietures over here for public display. He is agreeable. .

I have in mind thet an exhibition of the pictures at Redio Center and else-
where, with a charge of 25¢ a look at a city before and after a bombing might
be a good move. Harris approved it. I chatted a moment with Gemeral Devers
about it; at least he did not disapprove. (If you think well of the idea you
might want to have Bob Lavett or General Armold get in touch with me and I can
develop the idea further, / The Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce will no doubt
finsnce the exhibition, turning over all profits to some relief organization.”
I spoke to Floyd Odlum about this.

T will be in Washington on Friday of this week for a few days in
case you want to see me on the Lebor Party which is a tough one, or other
stuff. Do let me know.

God Bless -
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MENORARDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

WAR DEPARTMENT .
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Bubject: Exhibition in U. 5. of Air Varshal Harris!
Elus Hook

I am making a careful study of the possiblilities sugpested
by your friend that sterecpticon views of bombed Jerpan clties
from Alr Marshal Harris' Blue Book be placed on pubilic exhibition
in this country.

If at all feasible, I bellave the exhibitiecn should include
both AAT and RAF bombing views. However, since the RAF conception
of bombardment rests on area devastation and the AAF mission is
based on precision bombing, HAF plctures in gensral show greater
expanses of devastation. Uy ais is to determine whether we can arrange
4 joint exhibit which will not minimize the more important but less
spectacular results obtained by the AAF and at the same time not cast
aspersion upon the British effort.

H. H. AZROLD,
Gcneral, Us By Army,
Comzapdiog Guoeral, Arey Adr Foreea.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
wﬂulﬂm

January 11, 1944.
MEJORANUUS FOH GENERAL ARROLD:

I have hed & letter from & friend of
fine who hes recently come back from London
where he sew Alr Marshel Harris. I gquote from
his letter to me:

"Harrls! Blue Book showing the cities
of Germeny before and after the raids 1s the
most exciting, tangible document of the war
I heve seen. Une cannot really appreciate
bombing results except through stereopticon.
I spoke to Harris about bringing the plctures
over here for publie displuy. He is sgreeable.
I have in mind thut an exhibition of :ﬁa
pletures at Radlo Center and elsewhere, with
4 charge of 25¢ o look at & city before and
af ter & bombing might be & good move. Harris
approved 1t. I chatted & moment with Gen.
Levers sbout it; at least he did not dis-
approve. The heronauticsal Chamber of
Commerce wIll no doubt finance the exhibi-
tion, turning over all profits to some relief
orgenization®,

What shoulo I tell ay friend?

F.l:h.
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Hon. Framklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Jovernor: Tid bite

l. 1Ihed lunch with youn; Frenklin, He is still my favorite cen-
didate for Covernor. As a matter of fest T m coming to Washingtom with him on
the twentieth, Is there aony chance of my seoing you eround that time?

2. I have got & plen to whip Readers Digest and DeVitt Tallace in
line. This is through young Bill Vhite, who is our kind, Eogw about your writing
te Bill thite (Willism L. White, 56 Fest 12th “treet, New York, N.Y.) indicating
that you have an idea for e story and would he 1ike to talk to you about 1t9
He will then refer this to his boss and suggest thot his boss come mlong. His
boss will say he wem 't invited and 541l cen them corrmnicate with you to see if
ks cen bring his boss along. I wouldn't see Wallace without Thita for fear of
ropercussions, Bill will do the job.

3. Ielms consulted me sbout suing Cissy Patterson for libel in re=
gerd to the December 29, 1943, story by Waldrop alleging Ickes had & part in
the Hopkins forged letter. I told him to lay off, but I will kesp you informed,
Hope you sgree this 1s not the place nor the time to attack that wenshi

4: I hal & long tolk in Londlon with Minister of State, Richard Law,
in regard to the irab - Jewish matter. It is too long = story to put into &
Tidbit, but I think it might be helpful along the lines of your thinking of a
Threescme Mandate,

S¢ I bhad two hours with Bert Wheoler, I sat in at a conference
which Nomman Thomas was holding with Bert, I think Bert is most anxious to
see you, He is worried that Semator White, plus Paley and Sammoff are going
to lick him in the Interstate Commorce Cormittee on the radio legislation. He
told stories that even shocked me in regard to the gemging up of the rodic md
the press. I think we cen get him to go to town on this lsmuie, T any event,
he more then hinted that he would like to know whore you stand on the radio bill,
I dm't suggest that you semd for him, but I think I osn work out something,

Beag,

Eroat f.-.'m.
aF !y
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Jenuary 17th, 1944

Hen. Franklin D. Hoosovelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.
Tidbits
Dear Governor:

1. Many top ewthors are prepering an sdvertisement to appear in the
papers attacking Frenk lialker on his ban of ESQUIRE, I think Frenk i in a bad
spot end I thipk he was put there by ESQUIRE'S attorneys presenting evidence
primerily 1o reletion to obecenity, and thot Frank now should grant & rehearing
end properly revoke his ban upon the presentetion of proper evidence that the
magezine quelifiss under the stetute. I have hasitated to see Frank becsuse T
have represented ESUUTEE many times in the past.

2. Dorothy Thompeon is eeeing the Frovost Marshal Genmersl inm regard
to our hendling of German prisoners in this countfy end in her emotionel manner
ic off on & rempage ageinst the Amny for its stupid (she says) treatment of Oer-
cun prisoners here. It might be helpful if you would have the Provoat Warshal
Genersl give mes a ring end I can tip him off before his conference with Dorothy.

3. Flease don't let Elmer Davie go. The bigz edvertising boye around
Keow York are already bragging that they heve got Butcher inm hie plecs. T know
Butcher is competent tut = = = = = = - -,

4+ I have hed to give up the idea of the book on the FOUR FREEDOMS
beceuse Tor some unexpleinsble reason Wollece end Sumner would not do their bite
oand we ocennot find substitutes.

5. FLACE: Stork Club - TIME: [:30 A.M. - Arthur Sulzberger, 1o & ETOup,
s8id ho hoped Wendell would not get the nomineticn beceuse ke was so intimate
with the Times thot the Times would be embarrassed in cese Wendell beceme “resi-
dent, end them went on to sey thet be saw no one in the scems worth supporting
for President except you. Incidentally, Mebel Souwvaine, tho editor of Woman's
Lay, the 3 million ciroulstion A end F Magezine, whom I suggested that you get
ggm for o prees conferance, can give you more dope on Arthur then enyuody T know

i
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Tenuary 31, 1944,

HOMROE B LATESE
JERMDHE O. OREENE

Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White Fouse
Washington, D.C, Tidbits

Dear Governor:

l. In regard to the men to hend tha Job for your Refugee Cormittee

of Three, do keep in mind that if Elmer Davis is to get out, he could do a
grond job in this other sphere unless he has rubbed tha State Department the
wrong way. I do hope that Xlmer does not leavs, Huch as I love Bob he just
'ain't' en executive and, of course, Elmer's position has been very difficult
because of Bob's closer relation to you, If I can be still more impertinent,
might I suggest that I think 1t would be a terrible error to cambine Price's
work end Elmer's. You can't do better then Flmer,

2+ I have been asked to go back to England to get soms kind of a
degree at Glasgow Universify. Naybe they have spotted the Scoteh in me! T wish
you could whip up same jobs I can do when I get over there for April end uiy,
For exemple: I have been asked by same of your boys to take & sguint at the
Persian - Arebian oil situstion, Wy not a Yorld New Deal cancept of an Anglo-
/merican Intemational 01l Public Service Commission vis-a-vis these two oil
flelds, to cmtrol territories, prices, ete? In other words, a governmental
mntrolled cartel with the governments holding & finaneial stake in the pro=
perties. Russia end others who need the oil from those Tields could be cut in
end, of course, Persia and Arsbia could be represented on the Commission, thus
preventing to a great extent later raids by these governments against our
companies. Do you want & one page memorandum outlining this plen?



February 15, 1944.

Coar Horris:

Ever so many thanks for your "Big-bit®,
1 am perfectly delighted to have thal "nimrln

water®, and I must say you are darn good at
evading the lew of the landl Thank you so

much for thimuiing of ue.
With all pood wishes,

" As aver,

Horris L. Ernst, Esq.,
285 dadison Avenuu,
Hew Yors« 17, H. Y.

"

-~
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Feotruary 11, 1944,

Eon, Freaklin D. Roosevelt

The vhite House
Vashington ; D.0.

Ly dear Governor:

This is not a Tidbit. This is a "Big-bit",

fhen I woas down at your house about a week ago, you mentioned some

kind of brendy as being unobtainable but that you lilmd it. I put my private

FBI on the job -- and I won't divulge the numes of the agents operating at your
home in my behalf -- mnd found that you did not do much brepdy drinking after
dinner and that you thought it was Aifficult to get Neullly Prat wermouth,

I will be in Washington londay snd Ii.ll bring you & ocouple of bottles

Just on the theory that there ie not a depn thing on earth that you wemt that you
cennot have as far as I am concerned. :

Incidentally, being concermned about imerican commerce, I am also bringing
along some domastic wermouth,

I am dropping you this line so as to make sure that this refresher gets
by all of your outer offices, and to make sure that jnna does not grab it all.

Mg

F.8. l: TFrancis Biddls and Edger Hoover asked me to go-out to Springfield, Mo.,

and poke 8 report on the brutality charges at the Prison hospital,

to go but the storm brought down all planca.

I was all set

P.5. 2. I went you to know that I have got to cerry this liguid myself because
of your law that it cmmnot be carrisd for hire by the express companyll
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Hons Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.Ce Tidbits
Dear Governor:

1. Jobm Pehle 18 coming up to my house, with my geng, Thursday
night.

2+ I have urged Pehle to toke on Bill O'Dlrur_; who spent two
years at college in Spain and is a tough, courmgeous, enti-Fremeo Catholis.

. Js There is a dirty rumor going ercund that Racul Desvernine is

trading out a potential indiotment against him as'an unreglstered agent of
Japan , in return for Garey's resignation as counsel from the Cox = Les
Comittes, It will be & shame to let Garey out umder these circumstences,
and I don't kmow why Frenclis does not go forwerd apainst Desvernine sinee I

understand that the boys vho are to prosecute think they have a clear case.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Maroh 6, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL WATSON:

I want to ses E4 Laughlin,
He 1s coming to town this week and
when he oalls up, I want to see him,

I also want to see Morris
Ermst this week or next week.

F.D.R,
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llon, Franklin D, Hoosevelt

The Uhite Housa
wnshington, D.0. Tidbits
Denr Covernor:

1. Ihud s long talk with B4 Leughlin who told me he is going
to eea you next week. I supgested to him (&) m immedinte orrongecent by
which tha Democrats would agree not to nominste any Republican in 1944; aml
(b) the Democrats would mgree not to cominate sny Left TWing-Communist ALP
people, This does not mean that the ALP would have to endorse every Democrat
and vice versa, but it would memn thnt these two groups would not play into
the hands of the Republicens and the Communists. This may also give a formula
for getting Sidney IHillmem eclem out of this muss. There must be some way of
saving his face.

8. I supgpested to E4 that the Demoorats ought to come ocut from
hiding end they ought to bang awoy whenever necessary with & real document
agninat Dewey, for exagple on appolnting judpea, sines it took hummmity
centuries to get the pouer to elect Judges; or o blegt on Dewey's destruction
of the school system by cutting down the budget, ete. They could pick thefr
mpota.

3s I have run into some meterial which I don't care to write
sbout. In brief, howover, it refers to documentary material on anti-Sc-itism
md the Republican hierarchy including Spmgler. .,

I seldom went to steal o few ninutes of your time, but I would,
like it if you could have Cen. Yatson lot me know when I con see you for &

few minutes.
Tours,

Bast,
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Hen, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White Housa
Washington, D.0.
Tidbite

Decr OQovernor:

l. Lrs. R. no doubt spoke to you mbout Mnjor Cenerel Jarman, He
hes about lijuidated all his mem on the Comstel Defemse and there 1s soms tolk

that he omn be used in Fersis, Also, I understand that Ceporal Crumert will be

(7 J‘I

W

retired in July and Jarwan, who knows this district, would be swell at Covernor's

Island,

£, Touldn't it be wise to follow Jarmm's suggestion of taking the

pablis into your confidence and letting them lmow thot there is still dmnger of a
Tald since the Coastal mempower hms besn shifted overssans, to save married men,ste.
from the dmaft] Otherwise the 0'Donnells will pick it up ond badevil every one.

I assu=e the enecy Jmows the facts.

J: Life leagazine took a dirty snipe ot me in & close-up and I thought
you might llke to know thet I fust got a grand decision from W.L.B. for the Aner-

ican Nowspaper GQuild againet the Luce epire, Sulzberger, Roy Howard and Johm
Cowlas.

4, Burgess lieredith hos mode the best fnglo-American motion pleture

ovor made, sallsd WELCOME TO BRITAIN. He has General Devers and a lot of your
boys in 1t. T monder if you would like me to arrangs to bring it down oo that
¥ou can see it some evening. I roally think the Aimay ought to ollow it to be
shown to the gemersl Americaon publis.
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HONRAOE B, LATERE

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. Cs Tidbits

My dear Govermors

In regard to the population studies sent to you
by Boh Patterson, I should think that since he has one hundred and
thirty-five million people awailable to him and particular ly sbout
ten million under his immediate control, he mizht spare O'Dwyer on

a 30 day mission. I think Bill can do a hell of a job in 30 daye.
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Hon. Franklin D. Roosswvelt
The White House

Washington, D.Cs

Tidbit

My dear Governors

I wrote & letter to the Herald Tribune of which

I enclose oopy asking Wendell Willkie to tell just where he would

plek up the extra six fdllion dollars.

I gave Wendell & broak,-

aracked down on Dewey, but thought that Wemdell should not talk
generalition.

Ealen Reid called me today most apologetio, sedd

she thought it & swell letter but that the Tribune should not answer
it and that they lad sent the letter to Wendell and that Wendell said
that 1t would be impolitic for him to answer 1t at this time, but

that ho intended to take the matter up in detail later.

Helen then

sald that Wendell felt thet he was at & logs because he did not have
a1l of the information whioh the Treasury has. I said-then he should
stop talieing gemsralities and should merely have endorsed the Fresident's

Prograzia

When I ses you on Monday you may have a bright idea

as to whother I ghould follow this up by sending the letter to the

Timen or whether I should forget 1%.

I imagine Arthur will send the

lotter to Wendell alasol

NLEEH

BC.

Jg



N AYRENE

In the midet of the greatest and costliest war in the
hlatory of the world, at lsast two prominent Asericans are not afraid
to sdvooate tremendously increaped taxes even 1n an election year =-
when sush & subject is usually she=sh.

Prosident Eoossvelt stamped the new tax bill presented to
hi= by Congress ms wholly insufficlent and, therefors, rejected 1%
asking for an adequate tax bill to raise 10-1/2 billionss His sdmin-
istration had previously recommended to Congress the sources from which

the pew revenues might come.

Wendell Willkie, on February Znd, 1944, stated that the
Fresident's proposed tax inorease was "far too low." TWillkls is doing
himself & great service in his campaign for President. Whether you
like the shapes of his chin or not, at least he is stlokdng it ouwb. I
mentico this because no American should sver oritliocise the Willicie
campalgn for the mominstion without indicating disdain for the Deway
silence,

And so ploking up Willkie's great challenge on the tax pro=-
gras, 1 wondar 1f the public could not smoke out the one leading maximem
sl lencer Tom Dewey at the same time that we ask Wendell Willkie to be &

1ittle more speoific and stop talilng just in generalities.

Cur Constitution indoates that the House of Hepresentatives
should originate revenus lagislaticn. That great body having for decades
defaulted in tax leaderahlp, it was izevitable that the Emsoutive should

constantly take mors of the leadership in the formulation of revenue leglalations

The Tressury ssked for §10-1/2 billion sdditional taxes.



Congress came through with between cne m-l-m billions. Willkls
asks for more than double the smount of the Tressury program, which
is §18 billion mdditional or twice the §8 billion which is left of
the Tressury program after deducting the suggested post—mar oredit of
!"!E billion. Wiat worries ms about Willkle's request desplte his
political sourage 1s that I think it is his duty to tell us from which

general sources he would like to get the money even though I don't
think 1t is his duty to write & tax laws

Ny analysis of the Treasury program which Willlde wants to
more than double leads me to msk the following questions Does Willkle
intend to get the §6-1/8 billlon more (above the $10-1/2 billion Treasury

roguest) froms

(a) & 10% sales tax inoluding food which would yield
about $8 billion; or

{b) & 10% sales tax exmmpting food which would yleld about
#4 billion; or

(a) mn {norease in the exosss profits tax to 1008 (with e
10% post-war refund) which would yield only $1/2 billicn;
or

(d) repeal of the BOX over-all corporation tax limit with
& 100K exceas profit tax which would yleld §1-1/2 bdllion
or

() the doubling up of all exolse taxes as per the rates pro-
posed by the Treasury inoluding the doubling up of
Er. Willkie's omn industry retes -- admission to movies —
which sven if we sssumed mo shrinkags in the tax bags
would yleld §2-177 Bl1lion; or

(f) » 10 percentage point inoreass, over the individusl sur=
tax rates proposed by the Treasury, which would yleld §5.B
billion s

It must be borne in mind that to get sush revenus, income taxes would have

to be inereased to begin at 37X and rise to 48K on surtax income below $2000
f=



—
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in order to get about $5,5 billion above the Treasury Program, I

assume that Mr. Willkie knows that there 1ls no money to smount to any-

thing left in the upper brackets of individusl ingome taxes becauss 1f we

took everything above $25,000 inoome it would only amount to $600 million

above the Treasury request; or

(g}

(n)

(1)

(1)

further inoreases in estate and gif% tax ratesy I sssume
that Mr. Willkle lmows that if & 100% rate were to be im-
posed on texable estates over $100,000, revenuss would
be inoreased by only 460 million dollars above the
Tres r st. Moreover, inoreasing &

) on taxable gifts over $100,000 would probably
deorease ourrent revenuss because large gifts no longer
would be mads; or

perhaps Mr, Willkle has in mirnd increasing Sociel Seourity
taxes over the present 1% freeze; or

perbaps he feels:

1) ocapital gains can be taxed as ordinary inoome;
11) tax exempt securlties should now be taxed in full;
411) that there should be an excess profits tax against
individuals, or
(iv) that separate returns should not be permitted for
& husband and wife; or

maybe Mr,M1llkls thinks that states should give up the
inoomes tax es & source of revenus and leave the Federal
Governmont alone in this tax field,

If Mr, Willkle won't give us Hs lines of & tax program,

maybe your newspaper would help us in this direction.

A
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Hen. Franklin D. Roocsevelt
The White House
Waghington, D. C. Tidbite

Dear Jovernore

(1) ®hat about Surrogate Foley inm case the army wont
let you bave Bill O'Dwyer for 30 days? Foley laoks the education in
Spain which O'Dwyer had but otherwise could do a berrific job. Let
me know if I should throw Foley's name at Pehli? For a fleeting
noment I thought maybe Jim Farley could be called in to do the job,
Shall I lay off that onef

(2) The enclosed olipping showing the split between
Crump and MoKellar on TVA may be worth a fleeting glance in case the

jﬁHIENIAUM.WnLFF 5 EmNST P MO ST
S
¢ 3 M

CEINED

=

attempt to destroy TVA gaina headmay. If it does, it will be interesting

to mtoh Willke's pattern.

(8) I have been msked to come back to England for s couple

of weeks mround the middle of April. I wonder if you would mind again
dropping & line to Bd Stettinius' office or to Mrs. Shipley suggesting
that I geot my old goverrment assport back. I will be over in England
working on & lot of Anglo-American trivia, which you kmow about.

(4) I expect to hear from Fu Watson about sesing you on

Fri on my way through Washington to TVA, whers Margaret azd I are
‘uﬂ.;? with Dave Lilienthal to see if I m'hlp him in any wy.

‘ s



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 3, 1944,

MENORANDUM FOR
HON, HENRY MORGENTRAU, JR,

1 am $0ld that the recent Tax Bill
contains & lot of 198 == and as
one le, several dosen z:ﬂpll received
over $10,000 a plece owing to the abolition
of the windfall tax alonme.

How would 1% do %o Randolph
Paul to do a speoial jod us on a
subjeot of this kind? I would be glad
to see him if you would get him down
to Washington,

F.D.R,
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Hon, Frenklin D, Boosevelt
Tha Thite House
deshington, D.0. ' Tidvits

ily dear GCovernor:

not be used for.
the sourco, which is perfectly 0.X.

acgount »

end make him the scapsgoat.

L

I had Pahle for the week-end. He needed half a million dollars
of outaide momey for collateranl purposes which even the Presidential fund should

Be O'Dwyor. I understand thet your Order to Show Cause to
Pattarson lifted many eye=brows to & new high with the remark - "guess we gammot
stand up ageinst that heat™,

I got it for him but would like to see you scowtime to tell you
I'm handling the fund in a personal bank

There is.tolk around that you are urged to let Rendolph Paul down

As & matter of faoct he is swell and tough and if he

had hsd his way tactically throughout in selling his progrem to tha people, there
wuld not have been helf the trouble.

iy isn't the best move to go forward on the theory that offense

is the best defense? I supgest a progrm with a three point messags based cn a

report which Rendolph cem prepars for you,
L

(a) Propossls for immedints simplification.
K

(b) He-sxsmination of the present tax progrem with pertiou-
lar reference to phonies in the present bill.

I imow n domen pecple already who woere hended a present of over $10,000 a plecs
due to the abolition of the windfall tax provision olome.

{2} An outline of m efter-war tax program including incen=

tive taxation for new industry, reduction of excise taxes

and other measures to induce spending.
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Randolph lnows this stuff end I would love to work on it with
him, BSince Randolph is a presidenticl appointee, what is the harm in your

seeing him and letting him send you o report which you could make public for
consideration of the Congress?
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