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Bovembar 11, 1943.

HENDRANDUM TOR
HON. JONATHAN DANIELS

¥ill you work on this?
Ask Blattary ta issus the
Attorney Cemeral's opinion,
after getting his permission.
Under the opinion hs cannot
begin issuing insurande.

07 s o
into Boott Lucas' ear to aveid
the Baith Resolution for §15,00

which will go to Boott Luoas?

F. D. R,
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J THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
'j HON. JONATHAN DANIBLS

? ' How am I going to get

Elattery to resign? That is
the first thing that has to
be done.

F. D. R
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON  January 51, 1944

MEMDRANDUM FOR The President
FROM Jonathan Dan

. Some imediate action should be taken with regard to the Rural
Electrification Administration in recognition of the fact that the fate of
REA may seriously inwvolve the fate of your entire power program.

The Senatorial investigation has been godng on for nearly six
months without any serious disclosures and without attracting any attenticn
from the press. The committee has exhausted its first appropriation of
$2500 and is now asking for £15,000 more. It will probably get $5000.

I am assured that members of the committee do not wish to drag out the
investigation. It is possible, nevertheless, that the investigation may
peter along while REA disintegrates.

Harry Slattery has, in effect, retired from any direction of
REA. He has been almost continuously away from St. Louis spending most
of his time in Washington. He has, however, recently declined to approve
an important plabama acquisition which was submitted to him. The Secretary
of Agriculture is now personally deciding that case.

While the Seeretary of Agriculture feels that the situation
within REA has improved, considerable division and confusion remain,
Morale is low and the agency lacks such vitality as it will need to face
its important post-war operations. i i

Secretary Wickard is, I believe, ernestly trying his best to
deal with the situation. I am convinced, however, that he lacks both the
technical knowledge and administrative drive necessary for the job.

As the weakest point in your power program and, as such, a
symbol for that program's enemies, I am sure REA deserves the attention
of the best talent in the power field which the administration can muster.

I suggest:

1. That Slattery be removed as administrator. He would now
be more willing to get out. The personal attacks upon him from the
officials of the National Rural Electric Cocperative Association have
ceased since Clyde Ellis went into the Navy. Also, Slattery knows that
the members of the Senatorial investigating committee are not impressed
by his administrative capacity.

2. That David lilienthal, J. A. Xrug or John Carmody be
assigned to the job of reorganising and revitalising REA with full
authority from you.

8. That, if such & man can be secured, serious considera-
tion be given to ukinz REA an independent agency.
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I will talk %o you when I
nthﬂl.
r.n.R,

Memorandum for the President from Hon. Jonathan
Daniels, 2/17/44, in re Harry Slattery's statement
in re White House pressure on him.
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MEMORANDUM FOR

HON. JAMES F. BYRNES

What do you think of my sending to the Senate Committes
Iﬁz?mmmmu something along the following

"My dear Senator (Cheirman):

I note that your Committee oalled Mr.
Jonathan Daniels before it to ask questions
relating to the details of his conversations
- with Harry Blattery -- and that Mr. Daniels
declined to answer these questions.

I“M“MIHIW
h-hnrnhthhntuulunmtmlr
unqualified =

The story goes back sometime and
very simple. - 3

For the last two years I bave been
distinotly worried about Mr. Slattery's health. .
He was from his office for long iode of
time. is an olf friend of mine I was
definitely worried because I felt that his
.sation was not running smoo and was
in many ways inefficient -- all of ch I
put down to his health. ’
Things got ually worse and I felt L4
mtumummﬁ::uum-m
other work for the roment.
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l-um,hr:.:m t fov months the situation
did not improve Mr. Daniels, as my con-
fidential mulut. %0 go %o him again. Nr.
lhlhrrlﬂlhu leave the REA and take another
gu It would have been, of eourse, wholly possible
or me to call him before me, miﬂ-
mmtm,uIIumﬂ-mﬂ'h.lﬂm#
the TVA, and remove him unless his answers and
hmlnﬂutumtoﬂ.

There the matter stands but I thoroughly beliesve
that his usefulness in his present post is ended.

That I made these inguiries over many months,
t.hnnth the Bearetary of Agriculture and Mr.
Daniels, is in accordance with law, as I asked
Mtnd«unmuumh‘umt. As
Chief mun I am responsible for adminis-
trative acts I bave used Members af the
Cabinet and h-numnn Assistants in similar
cases, for that is a part of the duty of Cabinet
of ficers and Administrative Assistants.

If these officers can be called before the
Legislative Branch of the Government and
questioned as to the details of how, when and
where they carried out the orders of the Ohief
Executive, I feel that my own rights and
g:ﬂh;u under the Constitution of the United

tes are being infringed by the Congreas.

I think that your Committee will go along
with this thought.

Ho impoliteness to Committees or individual
Members of either House 1s in any way intended.
I know you will realize that the Executive Branch
of the Government is too large for peace time
but that in practically &all cases it is not too
large for the prosecution of this war. DBecause
of its very sise it is necessary for ahecks to
be made as to the efficlency of tens of thousands
of officialsa. One man cannot do it. That is
why the B8taff of the President has had to be
ged. He cannot do it all himself.
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No ieties are invelved in the pressnt case.
I am that Mr, Slattery would bave done well
in his task if he had had his former health.®
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