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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

T
MEMORANDUY

November 12, 1941

TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN

In order to get some idea ms to the reaction of the miners
in the captive mines to a possible unfavorable decision on the part
of the Medistion Board, an arrangement was made for & smell Gallup
pell in the captive mine aress around Pittsburgh. The poll was made
lagt Saturday and Sunday. The findings are absolutely confidential.
They are attached.

The pleture looks something like this:

1. Only 37 per cent of the men interviewed were in favor
of calling the strike last month. In the U. S. Steel minas,
around Pittsburgh, only 27 per cent of the men were in faver
of the striks. ;

2. MNinety-two per cent of the men want a union shop in
the captive mines.

3. Forty-seven per cent of the men want & union shop
strongly encugh to go on strike for it. The greatest majority
vwho feel this wey are employed by Bethlehem and Republic. Only
32 per cent of the men in the U. 8. Steel mines want the union
shop badly enough to go on strike.

4. BSeventy-seven per cent of the men would prefer to
follow you rather then John Lewls, if you msked them mot to go
on strike. However, the confidential reports of the inter-
vievers, as shown by their comments in the attached memorandum,
give the impression that despite their preference, s very large
muber of the men would go out on strike if John asked them to.
Evidently the social pressure in the mining aress is such that
the average miner does not dare to oppose the actions of his
fellow workers. It is definitely evident that the men would not
go on strike on thelr own initiative. They will only strike






This survey was made on the afterncon of Saturday, November
8th and on Sunday, the 9th. Four men who do & good deal of interview-
ing for the Gallup Poll were especielly sent domn for this job. They
interviewed a total of 199 union men in the captive mines. These were
distributed as follows:

U, 5. Steel (interviewing in Star Junctiem,
Leith and Filbert) 97 Interviews

Republic (interviewing in Fredericktown and
Clarksvills) 58 Interviews

Bethlehen (interviewing in Marianna) 44 Interviews

The men introduced themselves as working for the Gallup Poll
and in the great majority of cases fairly socon got good rapport with
the miners, especlally on Sunday. The following three guesticns were
mimeographed end the interviewers checked the responses in the regular
fashion:

1. Iagfquinftmnfuallﬁn;thclhﬂnhlﬁmﬁ? (Oetober
25th.

2. Are you in favor of & union shop in the captive coal mines?
3. If the National Defense Mediation Board in Weshington de—
cides against a union shop for the captive coel mines,
would you went & union shop strongly enocugh to go en
strike for 1t?
A fourth question was not on the mimecgraphed sheet beceuse
of its controversisl nature, and the answers to this question were ob-

tained in conversation and the men checked the snswer after they had

left the respondent.

4. If Jobn L. Lewle calls a strike in the captive cosl mines to
get & union shop, and President Roosevelt meks the miners to
ge on working enywey, which man do you think you would prefer
to follow, Roosevelt or Lewis?
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TOTAL Bethlehem Republic U. 8. Steal®

Yes 'y Ll 1 = 60 derao
Ko 45 36 33 57
No opinion

or
No answer 8 3 7 11

(Answers by cases)

Tes N 93 27 35 A
No N 90 16 19 55
Neo opinion

or
No answer 16 1 4 11
Totel cases 199 dydy 58 97

#lote variation of U. 5. Steel



'H:nhnL.hmnlu:anhmmmmﬁﬂmm:h
ytumm,mdhulmmtmthmtun
mwrﬂngmrw,m-ndnmmntmmumu
follow - Roosevelt or Lewis?® '

(inswers in per cent)

TOTAL Bethlehem Republic U. 8. Steel®

Roosevelt L7y L) e -7
Lewis 16 27 2 7
Undecided
or ;
No enswer 7 7 8 6
(Anewere by cases)
Hoopevelt 154 29 £1 a4
Lewis 31 12 12 T
Undecided ;
or
No answer 1 3 5 ATHLE

Total cases 199 &l 58 97




6.

SMMMARY INTERPRETATION

A clear majority of the men favor the union shop. It seems
the only thing they know which will help them get what they feel they
deserve. A majority were against the strike called last month, but
thnrmnhﬁtmﬂydiﬂddhnmqmatimofatriﬁngﬂmm
decides against the union.

There is little doubt that the men would follow John Lewis
if he called a strike. But there is also little doubt that the men
would prefer to follow the President. An overvhelming majority state
this preference, and the comments clearly indicete that the men are
anxious not to do anything to hinder production during an emergency..




7.

TYPICAL COMMENTS ON QUESTION 4
Thoge Who Would Prefer to Follow Roosevelt; s
.Fl D. R. - h"vl a littln bit! him:.

"Roosevelt - A1l we do is lose money - that's what counts with
us. I've been in debt to the company store since April.m

"F. D. R. = the President is who is running the country.”

A1 think if our Mational Defense is endangered, then we ought
to forget about our union troubles. J
]

el The union has done a great deal for us here at Bethlehem.
I hope we get a closed shop."

»’ v "§ell, now, I would follow President Roosevelt's rule, 'cause
he's head of the country. We can get along in this world
without a union but we can't get along with a Hitler.®

~ "F. D. B Bnt.ifh\finnnllnst.riknmrybod?wﬂlgnin-
v cluding myself.n

¥We want the union but we no want to strike."
"F. D. R. Lewls should have had this thing s«ttled long ago."
"Roosevelt. We put him in there so we ought to listen to him®

"Roosevelt - provided he had understanding with Lewis that he'd
try to make & settlement.”

"Hot against the govermment. Hell Mo - you goin' against the
U. 8. law. Roosevelt is the boss - can't be against him,®

"I have to obey Roosevelt no matter what Lewis says - matter of
national emergency."

"Don't want to go against my government. Roosevelt absolutely.n

Jhoge Who Would Prefer to Follow Lewis;

(From a Union Leader) "These people around here don't want to
strike. If we have to shut down on the 15th it will be

one hall of a winter."

"Lewis - I must follow Lewis; he's head man for our organiszation.m
(Bad a picture of F. D. R. on the wall)



"Lewls - everytime something important happens to the miners
Roosevelt is fishing or something."

"By God, I'd go on strike for it - we loaded coal for 30 cents
& ton once! (in 1931-32) Didn't get paid for settin!
track or layin' timber.nm

"Lewis. We'd have to follow our leader]n

"Without a union, the company would make us do extra work -
like carrying rails, without extra payl Get a union,
and you make something when you work for itin

"Lewis. Should have held out sinece April until they got what
they wanted.”

"John L. Lewis is our president, we have to follow his in-
structions, that's the oath we take when we Jjoin union -
for better or worse.m"

"Lewis - I have to go strike; everybody go strike.m

Undecided;
=
”
"I don't know yet - wait and see how the other men feel about
it.»

"Undecided. You'd have to strike if everybody strike. If
| J v everybody work, you have to work., One fella canne do

nothing in the mining camps.n



—_—

The composite attitude of the men interviewed wag, in
general:

1. They wvant a union because without it thoy would be lost;
company wassals with ne hope for future isprovemsnt. "

2. In the forelgn speaking elemant, especially, an ignorance
of the difference between & union and g ologed shop.

3. A reluctence on the whole (American snd foreign) te admit
to themsslves that Lewis is clay-footed - although the impression I got
was that they realized 1t,

4+ When asked if they would to follow Roosewelt or
Lewis, the Indication was they would prafer %o follow Hoosevelt, but
protoct themselves and avold the possible wrath of fellow workers,

¥ xpuld follow Lewils.

5. A realization thut they are better off now than before
the union, but are still not satisfied.

6. The last three strikes have gnined so 14ttls that thay
have, in fact, been setbacks. In Leith, Pa. (Fred'k. U.5.5.) thers
wore statesents made to the effect that mot only at the company store
but in other ways they were in debt to the company. To them, a strike
now means "just less money in the cash box®. o

dnzerviever B,

In my opinion the miners of the captive mining district ars not
following the union blindly. A great many of tham told me of conditiona
exigting before the union got in, such as working for sorip monay, work-
ing 12 hours and being paid for 2 hours. They want & logal contract to
work under. Ome worker told me thut it wmsn't just viges they vero work-
ing for but a feeling of security. "I've got & wife and five kids and
the Pompany could throw me out right now for no good recson at all,"

"1l we want is a decent contract to work under.n

In other words, thelr feeling is that it's a unien shop now
or never. A great many of the forelgners seezed greatly mixed, they
didn't exmetly understand what it was all sbout and in this case were
following the union quite blindly.

Hone of the mimers want to strike naturally and I'm sure all
would follow Roosevelt in case of o showdown. They do not want to inter-
fere with the Nationsl Defonso Program.




Interviewver C.

The typleal miner is first of all a union man (Yes on No. 2)
but the controversy around the captive mine situantion, especislly the
Ootober 25th strike, has his confused. FRelatively fer, I think, said
unhositetingly and with somplete conviotion, that they were in favor of
calling that strike.

With his loyalty to the union he is still inclined to sulmit
to authority, that is gffice of the President; partly becmuse of fear,
pertly because he hos some confidence in Hocsevelt. He hes & msasurs
of evereness of the impertance of contimuation of work in the defense
crisis. But in spite of that, scaeti=es, he'd be in a dilemma about
vhat to do.

He is not a blind follower of Lewis.

In a ghowdown, he would undoubtedly follow Roosewelt. But it
would be hard to tell if he'd follow Roomevelt, the man, or Roosavalt,
the President.

Intexwiever D,
A typlcal ansver to quastion 4:

"You'd have to strike if everybody strike. If everybody work,
you have to work. Ome fella canpa do nmothing in the mining campe.®

I'd say the majority of ‘people I talked to felt this way -
egpecially the foreign element which amounted to one-half of the pecple
I interviewed.

Most vould prefer to follow F. D. R., tut many of them would
follow Lewis if he cells & strike if the locgl union leaders tsll them
to strike. Masg mowegent wil gterming the individuals motion, Tha

adividusl miner doesn't leel strongly enough about the union shop to
on strike for it, unlegs Lewis calls such a strike.

10.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 2, 1942
MEMOBRANDON
T0: ME. HOPEINS
FROM: MR, LUBIN
l:)_'-._,-
SUBTECT: EFFICIENT PLANT UTILIZATION

Attached herewith is mnother exsmple of what can be
done with good management.

The Star Cutter Company makes high-speed cutting tools.
It is relatively small and employe about 140 people.

In December 1941 this company turmed out five times the
tverage output of the five yeara preceding. Its work demenda high
precislon and, as you will note from the latter, it tripled its out-
put between Janusyy 1941 snd Junusry 1942. It accomplished this by
increasing the sctusl man hours worked frea 10,248 in Janusry 1941 to
28,316 in Januwary 1942. In other words, it sctunlly increased ita
cutput per man hour from 3.8 to 4.02.

It might also be noted that this firm now haa 75 ap—
prentices, a number equal to more than 50% of its total lsbor force,
Horeover, it employs almost the seme number of people on each of its
three shifts and they all work 8 hours per shift. If other firms
worked om this basis, it would be easy to increase output tre-
wendously without adding = single machine tool or new building to
zany of our industriea.




STAR CUTTER COMPANY

PO=-ARTIY 8 84
Februcry £1, 1942 16t 40 FRECLAND AVENLUI
DETECIT MICHIGAN

miscioner of Liobor Statisties
Lc ertment of L-bor
sidnston, D. C.

-

Dear &Sir:

Ve arc mizhiy glod to sce somecone dig-
ping Into what we consider "dirmn poor practice'.

In Jemuury, 1941, :nd for the previous
five=yecer avercge we produced $20,000 per month of cut-
ting tools end hobs. In December, 1941, wec inerecsed
thet ficure to ¢100,000. Just this -eelk 0PN hes asked
us to inerease an tddition:l 50%, or in other words they
cxpect us to nroduce 7. times our previous :verage.

EAT IS TH ERAGE IhL!’T cED PROIUCTION
OF OTHTL CHDPE TODAY OVI HIF AVERACE DROIUCTION PRFVIOUS

0 19417

The grest ncjority of plints are not run-
ning (which your re uested report will show) £4 hours
per duy, six days per veel. They ere running tvo long
siifts vhich nositively is most inefiicient.

Frn* our obscrvation, perticulsrly in
preelsion work, & men rerlly works for 8 hours, he -:i1 AL S
his h-els the ninth :nd *erin hours and on cht 11tb and
1.t hours, he drags elscvhere.

The followinc fisures nicht benefit you

Lan Houp Totzl Sldpments
Lan Hours Lhate Shipments Per Kan Hour

Jonuory, 1941 = 1.0E ©58,969. 3! .80
#July, 1941 H .88 SA5, TTA.T0 2,65
Januery, 1945 18,016 .04 $115,900.17 4.02

rate end low shipments per man hour
nexperienced "en ¢t & bepinner's low rote,
4

la like to heve you do ir

Contimied.: sasnssnsansnanns




Commissioner of Lator Statistics....o B4

from the cutting tools shops their figures showine the
dmount of produection prr men hour to prove thot this
long, two-shift day is most inefficient. lieny of these
"two, long-shift siops" ore vorking the doy shift six
days, 11 hours per day and the night -shift fiwve nights,
1% hours per night, meking ¢ totcl of 1.6 hours. This
1s equzl to only 53 deys. In our opinion they are only
getting o little over four days of cetusl production be-
cause of the inefficicney of long hours worked.

Vhy should our govermuent or ours lves
waste our time :nd our moncy incre:sing our buildings :ni
our eculpment when the grect mojority are not vorking
a maximum number of hours in an efiicient mermer?

Yours very truly

STiE CUTTEE COVPANY

y - -
,cyép"wpﬂf. A/ .--:.Mff-:?‘h. g

[logwrrd B. T.ovton
nEnLzer

FBL: jb -
Imel,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 4, 1942
BEMORANDUM
T0: MR. HOPKINS
FROM: MR, LUBIN g
SUBJECT: MILITARY ATRPLANE ACCEPTANCES FOR FEBRUARY

Acceptances of military airplanes for February aggregated
3,033. This is an increase of 57 over January. It should be borne in
mind, however, that February was a short month and had three fewer days
than January,

0f the total accepted, 1,397 were bombers and pursuits. In
addition, 55 two-engine transports and 50 one-engine transports were ac-
cepted. There were also 95 observation planes accepted by the Navy.

The total number of trainers accepted was 1,157, or slightly
less than 1/3 of the total. It is significant to note that tactical
planes (bombers, pursuits, transports and observations) composed 8o great
a percentage of the total.,

It should be further noted that 72 transports were produced
by leading manufacturers for commercial customers. Of this number, 7
were 2-engine Douglas transports and 65 were l-engine Vultee t-rnnﬂpnrtl.

4-Engine Bombers

The total output of 4-engine bombers was 134, a figure far in
excess of anything thus far on record. Acceptances from Boeing were 75
and g.uaapt.mnan from Consolidated were 59.

The relatively large number of planes accepted from Consoli-
dated does not necessarily mean thet this firm is producing on schedule.
It should be remembered that there were only 12 acceptances from Con-
solidated in January. A large number of planes were backed up because
of changes, poor workmanship, and difficulties with government furnished
equipment. In other words, an important percentage of Consolidated
planes accepted in February really should be credited to January produc-
tion. The total scheduled for Consolidated for January end February was
78 plenes. The actual acceptances for these two months were Tl.

Acceptances from Boeing were just about equal to schedule.

wieensfd
/ !‘:/&Fu



Mr. Hopkins | -2 3/4/42

Total acceptances were 481 as compared with 397 in January.

; In January, Boeing and Douglas turned out 186 two-engine
bombers (A-20's. In February acceptances were down to 152.. Acceptances
of PBY's from Consolidated were 63, which is an increase of 1l over

January.

Acceptances of B-26's from Martin were 17 as compared with one
in January and 49 of the old model in Décember.

d-Engine Bombers
Total acceptances numbered 14 as compared with 9 in January.
The schedule called for 28 of this type plane.

2-Engine Pursuits

The only acceptances of 2-engine pursuits were, as in January,
from Lockheed. Acceptances numbered 127 as compared with 136 in January.

A-Engine Pursuits

There was a decline in l-engine pursuits accepted in February.
The number was 641 as compared with 726 in January.

Curtis acceptances of P-40's were 295 as compared to 317 in
January. The schedule called for 305.

hcceptances from Grumman increesed from &4 in January to 80
in February. North American showed no change, but was still 10 above
schedule.

Republic showed an increase from thirty-eight P-43's in
January to forty-six in February. ~

Observation & Transport

There was an increase in the number of observation and transport
planes accepted. The total was 479 as compared with 292 in January and 229
in December. Of the total in February 329 were l-engine planes.



Mr. Hopkins -3- 3/4f42

Irainers

¥ _Acceptances of trainers were 1,157 as compared with 1,330 in
Jenuary. Both months showed acceptances in excess of Bchedule.

—Summary

4-Engine Bombers: Total acceptances of ,-engine bomberes for
January and February were 220. The schedule for the two months called for
229. We are apparently doing very well with this type of airplana.

2-Engine Bombers: Total acceptances for January and February
were 878. The schedule called for 868. We were 10 ahead for the two
months.

l-Engine Bombers: Total acceptances for January and February
were 23. The schedule for the two months called for &4. This apparently
ie ona of our weak spots.

2-Engine Pursuits: Total aceceptances for January and February
were 263 as compared with 307 celled for by schedule.

It should be noted that a large number of P-38's, although me-
cepted, were not ready for fly-away due to a shortage of government fur-
nished equipment. Moreover, very few of the P-33's are actually available
to combat service dues to certain difficulties that have been experienced
with this type of ship. 2

A-Engine Pursuits: Combined scceptances for Jenmuary and February
were 1,367 as compared with scheduled requirements of 1,527.

It is significant to note thet the schedule for l-engine pur-
sults fell from 837 for January to 690 in Fe » The schedules show
further declines to 673 in March end 645 in April. Existing schedules
show that we will not get back to the January level until some time in

July.



U. S. AIRPLANE ACCEPTANCES

IYPE

BOMBERS:
4-Engine
2-Engine
1-Engine

PURSUITS:
2-Engine
1-Engine

TOTAL COMBAT _ .
TRANSPORT:

2-Engine
l-Engine

OBSERVATION AND
LIATISON

TOTAL SERVICE COMBAT

TOTAL TACTICAL
PLANES
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J.U" THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 20, 1942

Doar Harry:
Here's & pretty good ons

on Senator Taflt.
g o 100

I.L.



"He who knows not nnd knows not that
he knows not, 1s a fool - shun him,"

Persian pouverb

Hobert A. Taft, the son of a president and himsslf a presldential
asplrant, 1=z among the best examples of the distinetion between
erudition and understanding, between knowledme and wisdom, his
gentleman was gradunted both from Yale and from the Harvard Law
School aa top man in his class, but, ch, how little he understandsi

In & Lincoln lay speech last month Taft said, "In spite of the
fact that the European war has been going on for nearly two years
and a half, and wo have appropriated and spent billions of dollars,
wa are &t the present moment apparently unprepared to meet any of
the lmmediate military and navel problems which face us ot the
very threshold of war."

EBut the gentleman did not atate the degree to which he was person-
ally responsible for our unpreparedness. For Taf't voted againat
the Selective Service Act, apainst the Lease-Lend E1ll, against
the use of armed forces outside of the western healaphere, against
the transfer of Axis ships to Hritaln, arainst the ahip seizure
bill, apainst the extensicn of selective training, agalnst the
alx-blllion-dollar lend-lease appropriaticon, apd gralnst repeal

or revislon of the Keutrallty Actl

[here are many other indicatlons of the caliber of Lis thinkiog
as, lor example, when on Mapch 9th, 1941, he sald, "lar is even
worse than a German victery." On lay 4th, 1941, he said, - "A
million invading troops could searcely find a loothold on America
and there 13 no base nearby from which they could be launched to
attack us. Oreenland and Hermuda are useless as bases for such
an attack because of thelr lack of fadilities and we are protacted
from South America by the Caribbean Sea and the rondless mountaing
of Central /merlca.," On June 25th, 1941 he sald, "Flrst, it was
sald that we must go to war now for fesr thot Hitler will later
overwhelm the world and conquer the United States, The force of
this argument has steadily declined until today hardly a military
or naval expert claims that Hitler can successfully attack the
United States across the Atlantic Ocean."

These are the words of a man whose vislieon and comnrehenaion are
limited by the length of hls rnose. PBut they are also words of &
United States Senator who pretends to be a leader and who hopes
to be president. Thia man should be returned to his atudy and
his books where, in the ivory tower of scholasticlsm, the know-,
ledge of how human belnrs act and react is relatively unimportant.
For this man has no understanding. This man has no wisdom,

March 18th, 1948 A Je G,
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THE WHITE HOUSE PVF

WASHINGTON

VIA STATE DEPARTMENT
December 18, 1942.

HON. ISADOR LUBIN
AMERICAN EMBASSY
LONDOR

Because of certain developments
the Boss thinks better you mot go
North Africa or Morocco but it is
all right see things in Freetomn
and Liberia on way home.

TULLY
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THE WHITE HOUSE
“‘”HIHGTGH

March 2, 1947, rﬁ

Dear Lube!

The President asked me to
thank you ever so much for that very
interesting manuseript which you
sent to him, If it is all right with
you, he would 1ike to keep 1% in his
confidential files.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1943
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TOs THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Wit, LUBIN VL

I picked up the sttacned manuscript when I was
over in London. It 1s the story of a mission performed
by one of our Fortresses. It probably will be published
in one of our periodiecals, if tne Army epproves its
release.

It is & wonderful story which I know will impress
You.
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3 Lt. G. A. Gordon
‘ VIII Air Force

TEN MEN

BI Lt‘ G'I‘ lﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂan’
U.S.Ammy VIII Air Force Public Relations

They are coming ovér the channel at altitude. Agein.

Up there the alr is thin amd cold as the edge of a knife, and
from that height the earth looks blue and unimportant. But
the air will bear the weight of a Fortress, and down below is
the target, which 1s very important indeed.

If you were a German infantryman crouching behind the
barbed wire that guards the Brittany coast, you could look up
and see the ﬁn:.r formation etched against the pale wintry sky.
4nd you might say, grimly, "Look, the Americans are after the
U=-boat panarnt 5t. Nazaire sgain.”

Americans. .Tan of them in nui?’phna. Ten American heroes,
faceless behind their oxygen masks. When they come back--if
they come back--their gallantry will be duly recorded. You will
know what this taill gunner accomplished, what heroic deed that
pllot performed.

But herces ere only people, Human beings. The boys you
used to know, barefoot in summer on the farm, grease-stained
under some car in the corner garage. Joe and Shorty amd Bill.
Your boys, really. Anybody's boys.

Do you lcpm\‘nhut they're thinking up there as they go out

to face the toughe

aerial opposition in the world? Do you
DieLissing) — £

EO. 11852, Sec. ¥ omd 5T) or ()
lotter, May 3, 1973
HARS Dote .. ..o,

’



EO. 11852, Sec. 38 ond 5D) or (B -2=-

] May 3, 1872

h%ﬁnmm.————-
know how it feels to be about to become & hero? Naturally not.
It can't be described exactly, any more than scarlet can be
explained to a blind man. You have to be up there to know.

Supposa'you were up there--which gun would you like to
men, which seat would you prefer to fil1ll? The pilot's? Of
course. He is the leader, the man in command. He makes the
final decisions. He is the oldest, the wisest, the steadiest.
Or should be. All right, you are the pilot.

Your name is Robert C. Williams, Captain, U.S. Army Air
Corps, VIII Air Force. That's your real name; ask anyone in
Flimt , Miochigan. Chances are they'll remember how you used %o
8ing in church choirs there, used to go to the University of
liichigan Law School until--this. HNot a big guy. Five feet
eight, maybe. But solid. With steady hands and intelligent,
rather tired blue eyes. Une 18 a little bloodshot right now.
Reddish mustache. Not one of those mangey trans-Atlantic ones.
A Teal ome.

S0 there you are, a guy who likes group singing more than
anything else, piloting a bomber. Just a damned aeriel taxi
driver, with the lives of ten men and four radial engines rest-
ing on your shoulders.

This is your first combat mission. Normally you're squad-
ron operations officer. Normally you don't go on sorties. But

today your roommate was sick, so you borrowed his plane and orew.

It's a 1little like borrowing & valuable set of books.

You want



to return them intact. The sooner the better.

So far everything is right. Too right. The briefing was
clear, comprehensive. The take-off was perfect--the eternal
miracle of lifting tons of metal off the sullen earth into the
empty sky. Good weather so far. Guns tested and O0.K.. Engines
0.E. Over France now, and no sign of enemy pursuits. No flak.
fhere are Goering's yellow-nosed Abbeville kids? Where is the
flak? Things are too gquiet. Too easy.

You are on the laft wing of the squadron leader. There he
sits, not thirty yards away. Beautiful thing, e Flying Fortress.
(God, if there were only more of theml) Sunlight piocks out the
mottled camouflage on its wings. Under its glistening belly the
ball turret turns slowly, the gunner inside looking like an
embrgo chick-in a glass egg. In the transparent nose the bombar-
dier kneels before his bombsight like an acolyte before an altar.
You can see the livid yellow of his inflatable life jacket, the
dark green of his oxygen mask.

The interphone orackkes in your ear. "Bomberdier to combat
crew: altitude is now twenty-two thousand feet. Two-two thousand
feet. Check oxygen supply." You turn up your oxygen geuge to
twenty-four thousand. Over the interphone someone begins to
sing 'Deep in the Heart of Texas'. More a metellic croak than

a song. ©Still, it will get some laughs, reducd the tension.
ihere ere those damn pursuits? Where is the flek? Things are
%00 Eu;ﬂ I : : -




Teke 1t easy, Captain; they won't stay quiet long.

The formation dronss on, the roar of ﬁ:; engines muted by
the eltitude. The flanking ships shove their propsplose behind
the tralling edge of the lead bomber's wing, as if from their
- proximity they gain strength and confidence. The rubber dia-

: phragms of the oxygen masks expand and contract like living lunga.
Outside the sun is bright, but the temperature 18 fifteen helow
zero. Frost begins to form on the transparent nose, and the
bombardier opens a panel to let the ioy air stream through,
olearing the glass. A thousand feet below a tiny circular rain-
bow with the shadows of three planes in it races across the elouds.
A gpod omen, maybe.

: : Almost aoross the peninsular, now. Down below, on enemy
airdromes, there must be frantic activity. Have they solved the
puzzls of th-.di,_ﬂrniunurr flighta? Do they know the target 1is
the conorete sub-pens at St. Nazaire? Yes, nmrr they know.

Near the target the flak comes up, menacing puffs of brown,
oily smoke mushroaming across the sky. But it isn't bad. Low
and to the left. Not bad at all. Not like the time the group
went over uft elght thousand feet....

Evasive action, now, to fool the gunners down below. Tlak
cen be tough. It cen be terrifying, mainly becsuse you can't see
1t coming up. Just big ugly puffs spreading oloser and closer
through the empty sky. But today it's light. It should be sasy
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to give the bombardier the forty-five seconda of steady flying
that he needs.

On his knees, his eye glued to the soft rubber eyepiece, the
bombardier is walting. This 1s his moment. This is sverybody's
moment. To this brief span of seconds the whole mission, the
whole elasborate preparation is dedicated. To hit the target, that
is the mein thing. Getting baock safely--that is desirable but
secondary.

A good man, this homhlrgiur. Emmette Ford, by name. Tall
and raw-boned, with green eyes and orinkly hair. From Siloam
Springs, down in Arkansas. Eilg end a little sleepy and easy go=-
ing. He likes his job, its importance and exact skill. Likes it,
too, because he has a gun to shoot. He can fight back when he
has to. The pilots have to sit there and take 1t.

He hms made his celoulations now. The bomb bay doors are
open. His finger 1i on the little lever that releases the load
of death. He talks fast, his lips barely moving, the sensitive
discs strapped to his throat carrying his instructions to the pilot.
Under his straining uyn' the cross hairs bisect a certain infini-
tesimal point miles below. He touches the shiny little lever.
The bombs are away.

The bombs are away and they will strike home, ani maybe one
U-boat less will stalk the African convoys. But it's not enough.
It's never enough. This is a pin-prick; when do we start breaking
their backa? e are the advance guard; where is the main army?



That the bombs may do when they strike does not concern the
bombardier personally. Most of the things that concern him
personally are four thousand miles away. The girl from Kensas,
for instance, that he hopes te marry some day. Frankie, her name
is. TFrankie, who does not drink but likes fun and danoing. Funny,
the way he met her....

He left hnm; at nineteen to roughneck as an oildriller. It
was a happy home, with a good mother and a father who was Justioce
of the pegoe (there was a lot of peace in Siloam Springs) and four
brothers and four sisters. But he left it because he liked to
move, liked to meet new people.

So he moved, and he met people. He was the deprick man on
@ drilling crew that wildcatted all over the oil country. Five
men in thét orew, as closely knit and interdependent as any aerial
combat crew. They made money and tossed it away, mostly on clothes
and cars. A new oar every year. Sometimes they'd drill sixty
days, sometimes four or five months. Sometimes the well would
come in; sometimes not. Once a gusher in Wyoming got away from
them; that was something.

A rough 1life and a g00d one. And then one night at a Bohemian
dance in Lyons, Hansas, he met Frankie--small, dark-haired, more
attwaotive than pretty. He was wearing his working clothes. He
was pretty grimy, really. But she didn't seem to care. Then Pearl
Harbor, and Emmette Ford enlisted the next day.



come back from today's raid. But that man is not your lieutenant.

Past the target, now, and heading for home. Losing alti-
tuda.rhnping to hedge-hop mcross the peninsular. Down to eighteen
thousand feet. Down to sixteen. Captain Williams has turned over
the controls to the co-pilot. Everypne is feeling better....

¥ait a minute. What's that over there on the left? Climbing
fast. Low-wing monoplane . Radiel engine. Hey, it's a Fooke fJulf
190. Look at him weggle his wings, trying to pretend he's a Spit.
Give him & couple of bursts, nevigator. Show him we know who he 1isl

The navigator charges his gun, slidea the safety catch to the
right. His forefingers squeeze the twin triggers. The red tracers
streak angrily away. Too far. Never mind. He'll come closer,
when his friends have joined him.

A nice looking kid, this navigator. Small, compact. Brown
eyes and skin, straight nose, neatly parted hair. Jacob Chester
Shively, of Fayetteville, Pa. 'Jake' to the rest of the orew.

Grew up on his father's farm with four brothers amd two sisters.
Pretty place, that farm--all the buildings painted white end trimmed
with green, set in the rolling Blue Ridge country. Not far from
Gettysburg, where they also fought a battle once, remember?

Maybe seven hundred people live in Fayetteville. There is
a drug store or two, a couple of churches. Jake's parents were
steady church-gbers--United Brethren. He went to Sunday School
regularly. But he was happler hunting rabbite and pheasant,

fishing for bass and suckers with his brother, Staying out so late



they missed supper, being peddled when they got home.

Once that same brother--flying for the Navy, now--chopped the
end of Jake's finger off with a corn shuoking knife. The sight
of blood scared them both to death, but Jake wasn't badly hurt.
He'll see more of his own blood today, but he won't be badly hurt
this time, elther....

The Focke Wulf on the left disappears. The formation of
Fortresses roars on. T1hu'u is something majestio about that for-
mation; there is security in its united power. But let one bomber
lose its placa, let it be shot out :rr‘ formation for even a minute...

And then suddenly, over the interphone, comes the warning they
have been waiting for. "Here the b------3 come! Seven o'clockl®
The nose of a bomber is twelve o'clock; the tail is six. Out of
the sun dive four FWs, one after the other. They are plenty brave,
those German fliers, and they can shoot. Their 20mm. na:}n;m shells,
fused to burst at 800 yards unleas thq, strike something first, begin
to explode in the thin blue air behind the bomber's towering fin.
They move closer and closer. In his lonely turret, the tail gunner
watches them grimly. Until they hit. .

Vhen & cannon shell hits a plane the way it sounds depends on
where you ere. If XX you're not too close, it's a kind of metallio
whoof, like a small bark from a big dog--and you feel a jar that
shak es the whole ship. But if it's right beside you it sounds like
" some glent slamming his cupped hand down on the surface of still
water. A double sound, really--the first from the impact and tie
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seoond when the shell explodes. Ka-plonk! Like that. Like firing
a shotgun into a bucket. And yourstomach shrivels up until you
know how much damage as been done. :

The first shell hit the port elevator two feet from the tail
gunner. The nose of the Fortress went up as the teil was slapped
down. ©She lost speed ami dropped back somewhat from formation.

It took a strong man to force the stick forward, bring her back
to an even keel....

The co-pllot was very strong. Warren e, Jr., of Pales-
tine, Texas. Don't forget the junior; everyone calls him that.
Thick orowbar wrists anml a round good-natured face, dubiously
ornamented with a very new mustache. Plenty of beef around the
shoukders and a little under the chin. A strong boy--all two .
hundred pounds of him. His mother wanted to make & oconcert pianist
out of him once, but--secretly delighted--he broke his hami.

He can still play some Boogie-ioogie, though. Now he wrestles 4he
wounded bomber back to horizontal flying position, and just as
he does--mhoof, they h&t the other. elevator.

They really wreck that elevator. They hit the port wing.
They damage the rudder controls. The tail drops again, arl the
nose rides up, end co-pilot Junior braces his feet against the
control post and dbves forward with all his might. He can see
the post berd under the strain} the old football muscles under
his thighs bulge with it. Slowly the nose comes down. But now
they are behind their formation. And the Fis know it. They come
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whooping in, thelr guns winking little'spiteful tongues of flame.

Waist Gunner Neeley to Pilot: "Houston is hit, sir.m

Radioman Espitallier to Pilot: "Radio rcom on firel"

Top Turret Gunmer Aulenbach to combat crew: m"Hers the
[ ET. -8 oome agghiin! Shoot the sons of b=-—=-g]m

Slowly now, or it will be impossible ﬁ follow all this.
Hobody can follow it, really. Too much happens, too quick, with
too explosive violence. They wondered if it could happen to them
and then they thought it wouldn't happen and now it 1is heppening.
In five minutes or five seconds they may be dead or maimed or float
ing down over the hostile fields of France with the Fie ciroling
triumphantly like buzzards. But there is no time for thinking
now. There is time only for feeling--and acting.

'I;llin walst gunrer Neeley, who is he? Colon Neeley, of Colum-
ble, 5.C. An old hand, & regular amy man with service in Panama.
Clese mouthed and dependable armd tough as an o0ld hunting boot.

No nerves at all. A leonine head with tawny, rather ruthless evea.
+A hunter's eyes. There was a waist gunner once who took the armor
plate out of his position because he felt he could shoot better
without it. He said that if he couldn't hit the enemy, well, thay
were welcome to hit him. Maybe that gunner was Neeley; maybe not.
It might easily have been.

Once, on a former miasion, the tﬁﬂ gunner's twin guns jammed
and he called on Neeley for help. Neeley twisted his own gun,
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unlmr, plcked off the ¥ as it closed in. A dead shot with any
kind of @un. Already one -of his bursts has sent an ersmy pursuit
resling away, damaged if not destroyed. But now a cannon shell
glices through the fuselage. It burats, and Neeley feels the
fragmerts sting his lega. He sees the other waist gunmer go down.

Surprisingly, Neeley keeps a diary of his combat missions.
Look back a few weeks amd younwill find this entry: "Maj. Wilson
mrggested that we have two welist gunners and sald we could pick
any man in the squadron who satisfied us. I am taking Sgt.
Houston, a mechanic on our ground crew, as he seems to be a good
men, and think he will male a good gunner. I am going to bed
early as I'll probably need & lot of extra energy tOMOTTOW...."

50 down goes Houston with a cannon shell 1ﬁ his_thigh.
Neeley bends over him, stretchés him out, applies a taurniqut.p;.
although blood flows slowly in the freezing air.. Now the sulfa
pllls. Now the morphine needles.

And Hubert Houston, what do you need t.u know about him? That
he was born 27 years ago in Johnson City, Tenn.? That he went
to Heppy Valley High School and likes baseball and football? Or
is it enough to know that lying there now with his leg split open
like a watermellon he simply saya: "Never mind me. TYou'd better
throw some more baseballs at those damn FWs."

So Neeley goes back to his gun. But not for long. Down from
the radio rcom staggers Eddie Espitellier with an empty fire
extinguisher in his hand. A cloud of smoke billows into the waist



behind him. Is the fire out? No, it certainly is not out. Well,
says Neeley, sigting calmly, take that other extinguisher amd go
back and put it out. So baock goes Sgt. Espitallier. - '

Eddle Espitallier, of Fresno, Calif., whose father was French
eand whose mother was Austrian. They came to America long ago,
those two, bringing with them cuttings from the fair vineyards of
France. And they started their own vineyards out under the shadow
of the Sierra Nevada, and this is their boy Eddie.

He is tall end slender with mild brown eyes ard an even
milder mustache, end he adnits that he has no temper and no resent-
ment 8 and harbors no grudges against anybody. He iikn to collect
guns and go places in his car--amd his main hobby was EIXENNLY
always electricity. Once, as a small boy, he nearly ‘bin up the
0ld ranch house under the elms by unwisely connecting two -urbon
rods. He smothered that fire with a pillow, and his parents
never knew. DBut this fire is another matter.

It must have started when a machine gun bullet creased an
amunition can in the radio room and scattered incendiary material
from one of the tracers in the belt. Anyway, the green insula-
tion that covers the walls is blazing, and the smoke is getting
thioker, and there is nothing worse then fire in an airplane--
nothing.

So now the navigator Shively and the bombardier Ford leave
their guns to go and help fight the fire. Shively goes first;

S



he crawls between the sturdy, widespread legs of Aulenbach, the
Top Turret gunner who is {1r1ng steadily. He gets to the ocst-
walk that leads across the empty bomb-bay. He has tlhﬁ off his
oxygen mask; they are down to fifteen thousand feet now, and
losing altitude. In his right bhand he carries a fire extinguisher.
He starts to worm his way into the narrow passage between the ,
girders, but his parachute is too bulky. He must olimb around
them. He can olimb either to his right or his laeft. He chooses
the right. If he had climbed to the left he would not have been |
touched. . i
The 20 mm came through about ten feet from him armd exploded. I
He was standing with his head down, and he felt as he used to fesl
in his Washirgton & Lee days lh-p_ somebody in the boxing ring :
olipped him @ good one on the ohim. He hung on there, a little f
dazed, and then he saw the fire extinguisher lying on the floor .
of the bomb bay. He tasted blood, but his mind had just one idea i
in 1t: put out the fire. Solhn Jumped down after the fire ex-
tingunisher. It was when h:r tried to pick it up that he knew hds
right arm was broken. |
Ford was right behind him--long tell green-eyed Ford, the
easy-going boy from Arkansas. Ford never liked the sight of blood;
it made him feel sick. But he saw some now, and he was to zee & |
lot more. He helped Shively out of the bomb bay and did not tell
him that part of one of his nostriles was olippad away by a frag=-

ment that had also furrowed his ohin, Hw took the fire
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:i};imﬂhnr--ﬂ.tu nozzle was sliced 61‘!‘ mintly at the base--and
they went into the radio room.’ Shifqlr worked the extinguisher,
broken arm and all. Espitallier and Ford tore out pieces of
smouldering materiel and flung them out of the hatoh. Ford had
taken of f one of his gloves, and his hand was scorched a bit, but
he did not feel it. He kept tearing away at the green insu-

lat ion and throwing it overboard.

The fragments came sailing by the tail gunner and he thought
the ship must be breeking up, but hs stuck to his guns. A lonely
job, tail gunner. No company but the clouds and the harsh voices
on the interphone. And the FW 190s. It takes a real extrovert %o
be a good teil gunner. A man who does not mind solitude amd can
talk to himself when there's no one else to talk to.

This tail gunner is 7illie WWilliems of Jasper, Fla. Hazel
eyes ani mouse-colored hair and a wide, humorous mouth. A great

talker. And a lucky guy. Already cannon shells have burst like

gigantic paper bags on each side of him. Looking back he can see a

hole in the port wing that looks as wide as a barrel. But he is

8till intact, and so are his guns.

A thousand yardis away an FW 0limbs lazily, hangs in the air,
shakes its wings like en 0ld hen getting out of the sand. Then |,
suddenly it comes boring in, close, closer. Willie Williams pours
his tn.n-rs into it. He sees them enter the propellor aro, glance
off the armored cookpit. And then, abruptly, the FW rolls over,

slips gently down, bursts into flames. A confirmed kill for



5gt. Williamsa

Maybe he learnsd the knack in his boyhood, on those cold gray
mornings when he used to orouch among corn stalks white with frost
waiting for the doves to oome in. Or maybe something his parents
taught him had more to do with it; "Fear God, and nothing else in
the world." :

fhatever it was, this is the same boy who used to go to school
every day with his step-mother who taught--and still teaches--=the
firat grade. The boy who liked fishing and hunting anmd roller skati
ing, and baseball on Thiarsday afternoons and the old fashioned =
square dences afterwards at the Women's Club. This is the boy who
used to take a girl now and then to the movies at the Fay theatra
down on main street--and who liked one blonde girl better tham the
rest. This 1s Willie Williams who went to C.C.0. camp because it
seemed the best thing to do, who wants to go back after the war and
and get a college education. And maybe he will, maybe he will.

S50 now he has shot down a FW190 fifteen thousand feet over
France, and 80 he's a hero of course. But he's also still Willie
W#illiams of Jasper, Florida, and that's why we're going to win this
war--1f you see whet I mean and I think you do.

The fight has been going on twenty minutes, now, and to soms
of them 1t seems like two seconds and to others it seems like two
years. BPown in the ball turret, crouched like a lqt;l:l.rrul in a wood-
pecker's hole, Claiborne Wilson of Holly Epringl, N.Cs 18 still
firing his guna. There is & cannon hole the size of a cabbage six
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inches from his turret. That doesn't bother him, but now a
machine gun bullet drills the No. 2 engine, ocuts an oil line.
Out spurts the thick yellow liquid, over the wing, over the
ball turret. So now Claiborne 7ilson of Holly Springs cannot
see to shoot. All he can do is wave his guns threateningly. _
So he does that.

He's the pet of the orew, really, this little chap who loocks
more like a teddy bear than anything else when he stands up in
his sky-blue, electrically heated suit., His father 1s a tobaceo
farmer, and evidently & good one, since he brought up not only

Chaiborne but elsven other children down in the flat Caroclina
ferm lands. They all lived in a big white farmhouse and grew
their own vegetables aml raised their own hogs and went to the
Baptist church end square dances at neighbors' houses where the |
musiec usually consl ated of a guitar or two and a violin and a |
banjo.

It was a good l1life, too, but Claiborne liked mechanical
things. So he becams an automobile mechanic, and then came the
war, and now he flies in a spot where you have to orawl out
end put on your parachute before you can jump. If you have to
Jump.

And maybe they will have to jump, because the No. 2 engine
goes wild, and the vibration is beginning to shake the ship
apart, and outside on the wing strips of torn metal are flapping
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and olashing like hail on & tin roof. And the Germans keep
coming, and now they put a 20 mm shell into the top turret--
a direot hit, with mlnnbmh}naida the turret.

He was a debonalr sort of chep, was Kenneth. They called
him affectionately 'The Flying Dutchman', or sometimes "that
ocoal farmer", because he came from Reading, Pa. He had had a {
good job at home and he was engaged to a girl back there, am
he telked oftenimg of what he'd do after the war. BPut he was
happy flying, too. They tried to ground him once--a good ground
job--but he'd have none of it. He was an engineer, one of thes
best. He bought a motoroyole and went careering around on it
over the muddy English roads. ;

He was the leader of the non-coms, in a way, the one who
got them to combat crew mutiﬁga on time and Baw that they got
8ll messages and such. They liked him fine, because he was
such a good-natured guy, always ready with a grin....

He never knew what hit him.
Ford took him out of the turret--Ford, who hates violenocs,

He did what he could, but it was no use. So he climbed into

the turret aml tried to man the guns, but they were useless too.
Ceptein #illiems celled Ford, then, to take his place

while he went back through the ship to estimate the damage. And

the ship was a wreok. Fifteen cannon holes at least. Never

mind the machine gun bullet holes, One elevator demaged, the

other destroyed. Trim tabs useless. One motor out. .Rudder
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working on three cable strands.... No use enumerating the rest
of it. The Fort was still flying, wasn't she? On the stamina
" the boys in the workshops at home gave to her. But still.... *
You can sees William's face, can't you? Lined with strain
end, yes, with rage, too. This was his roommate's ship, rumnmheé;
his roommate's crew. He might have given the sbandon ship order,
if it hadn't been for the wounded. Perhaps the other members
of the orew could have wrapped their arms around the wounded and
Jumped, pulling first one rip cord amd then the other. H‘I.tt-.-.-
The warst of it 1s over, now. The formation has fallen back
to protect them. They shut off the No. 2 engine and get rid of
thnlvihrntlnn- They stagger over the ahannel at two thousand
feet and. gsomehow, with two men fighting the controls, coax hng.

elong to m friendly airfield. The tail wheel is stuck. No'matter

IIII:i; Little Wilson jumps on it t1ll it oomes down. So they set
her down, without flaps, at 130 mph. Leave her there, like a
big tired bird, far the saslvage expert. There's not too much
1u}_.‘t, even for them.

Ten men went out that day. They bombed their target. Nine
came back. Of the nine, three were wounded: Houston, Shively,
end Neeley. Already Neeley is ready to fly again. The others
are @going to be all right.

Unusual? Not particularly. It had happened before. It
will heppen again. War breeds heroes. Thousands of 'em.




-51 a9 il

Captain 7illiems will get the D.F.C. The wounded will get
the Purple Heart. They deserve it.

But don't forget this. Heroes ere pecple. They never
stop being people. They get scared and excited and desperate
like eny other people. That's what makes their achievements
remarkable,

And don't forget this either. Men are what their parents
and thelr families anmi their backgrounda make them. If they
gre ocool under fire, if they are steady in the face of danger,
if they sacrifice themselves for others--it's because that
selflessness has been bred into them, from the start.

Vhether that selflessness has its origin in the Blue Ridge
mountains or th San Joachin River valley is unimportant. They
have it, these boys. A4nd because they have it, you can count
on them. You, the people who gave it to them.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1943
MEMORANDUM
T0: HMH. HOPEINS
FROM: BR. LUBIN
——

I think that the attached report
will interest you. It is & confidential letter
that is prepared for me by one of our boys in
England. You will be particularly interested
in the muterials on Churchill on page 2.

In wiew of Churchill's presence here
at the moment, I think the President might be -
interested in puge 2. He may also be interested
in the materials on pages 3, 4, &nd 5, which
deal with the Communist Party tactics in
Brit-inh-}rada ufiions. s

/

Lowidia! - .
V.2 ;M-,»w“"”
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May 4, 1943

] K F i N AW E -
is brea easier as o result of victory of the Government
(Conservative) candidate over the Commonweelth party at Daventry.
The Commonweslth victory st Eddisbury early in April (See LL. 12,
item 2) had created some uneasiness among the major parties which
form the coalition, end it was felt that further defeste of Govern-
nment-endorsed candidates would not only prove embarrassing but might
even endanger the electoral truce. Consequently the Deventry by-
election wae followed with the closest sttention.

The Government (Conservative) candidate received 9,043 votes,
compared with 6,591 for the Commonwealth perty, a mejority of 2,452.
But the Conservetive victory was clouded by the fact that & third
candidate who ran as an Independent received 4,093 votes. In other
words, despite the customary letters of endorsement from the heads of
each of the major perties, including a strong letter of support from
Churchill asking voters to observe the electorsl truce and support the
Conservative candidate,

the Conservative candidate.
It is impossible to read precise meanings into the results
of by-elections, but the results in Daventry again bear out

an observation which I have made in previous Labor Letters: namely, the
persistent difficulties which Conservetive candidates have encoumtered
in virtually every by-election held during the lest year. Four of

the five seats which have been lost cduring this period by the Govern-
ment have been Conservative seats, end even when the Conservetives have
retained their seats, it has almost invariebly been by & narrow mergin.l/
The Labor Party, on the other hend (and, to a lesser extent, the Liberal
Party in the few by-elections which it has fought) has not only lost

no seats but has won each of its by-elections either without & contest,
or by overwhelming majorities. This difference in election results,

&8 I have previously expleined, is due to the fect that where the Labor
(or Liberal) party is the incumbent party, the rank-asnd-file Conserve-
tives observe the electoral truce and ebstein from voting. But where
the Conservetive party is!the incumbent, the anti-conservetive fares
ignore the electoral truce and go to the polls in large numbers.

However, I em becoming more end more convinced that the
lerge vote ageinst Conservative candidates and the small vote against
Lebor (or Liberal) candidetes cannot eltogether be explained in this
way. The Conservatives have again end again encountered great dif-
fi‘m-‘ltr ] UL LS AR : Al tdl BIe DO IDE I SGVeIWle L

[]

1/ The fifth seat, st Eddisbury, was lost by & Conservative masguer-
eding &8 & Liberal.



Conpervative. Daventry is the latest example of this — it is an ex-
ceptionally strong Conservative constituemcy. (In the 1935 election
the Conservative defeated the Labor candidate by nearly a 2 to 1
ﬂljﬂritft mx to m,%ﬁ-:]

In the light of this I am more and more inclining to the view
that the persistent by-election difficulties of the Conservative party
indicate a definite weakening of the party's hold on the electorate at
the present: time, I advence this view not only because of the large
vote almost invariably cest against Conservative candidates, but be-
ceuge the percentage now turning out to vote, especially when a Con-
servative 1s defending the seat, is now so large that it can be taken
to be fairly representative of electoral opinion. :

In contrast, with the first two years of the war, when cendi-
dates, irrespective of party, were returned without opposition, and
in contrast with the third year of the war, when Independent ceandidates
began challenging Conservatives for the first time and usually only
15-25 percent of the electorate went to the polls, in the last few
months the percentage voting in by-elections has risen to 40 to 50
percent. In Eddisbury 58 percent of the possible voters went to the
polls, and in Daventry 50 percent. For war-time, when many voters
have been called-up, or have moved out of the constituency, these are
phenomenel percenteges, and considering this, the percentages now
voting are, in fact, not much below the last peace-time electicms.

The most significant aspect of the Conservative Party's cur-
rent difficulties is that the Party will need to leean heavily on
Churchill in order to hold its owm. Prior to the war lerge sections
of the Conservative Party, as you know, were suspicious of Churchill
== "Brilliant but erratic" was the usual pre-war designation—, but

L e is now so t, and the Conservative Party's

Churchill's pregtige is now so grea
current difficulties now so apparent, t it is fairly obvioue that
%mtymMnummmﬁ%‘mgﬁw the

war DUT IOF & substantial perlcd

The inereasing difficulties which the Conservative party,
as distinet from the other parties, is encountering in by-elections
has not gone umnnoticed. I am relisbly informed that &t the conference
last month of the Young Conservatives considerable attention was paid
to this aspect in the privete sessions, and the sentiment of the con-
ference was that some way must be found to impress on the country
that the Conservative party stands for "progrese and social change",
Richerd Law, a leading Conservative, made the significant observaticn
that the party could no longer maintain its dominance by "merely op-
posing socialism —- a positive and progressive program must be
advanced”, i
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The difficulties of the Conservative party in recen
elections have also had their effect on the Labor Party. The
ma“umummmmunhmthIul
*lhm'tothnlott'.mdhhlﬂumiummtth-hmPuhm
capitalize on this turning away from the Conservatives providing it
tn&lounholdpolimmddunutm-nwmwmtm
after the war. The te and

Executive, on the other hand feel
strengthen Labor's bargaining position when thé time comes to work out
an agreement on the division of seats and offices in the post-war
coalition government.

Three more by-elections are still to be run off at the
present writing. In each of them the Comservati will be defending,
and my om view is that large votes will again be cast in opposition
to the Conservative candidates.

2. W Catering Wage Bill passed ite final
reading in House o on April 20. In contrast to previous
debates this one was brief and friendly. Nearly all the die-hard
Tories accepted their defeat gracefully.

Apropos of what I wrote about Bevin's independence in my
last Labor Letter (LL.12 Item 1) you will be interested in one of
Bevin's comments during the course of the debate. Referring to the
often repeated charge that the bill was controversial and that the
Government had made a promise not to introduce controversial legislation
during the war, he said, speaking for himself,.

"I was never asked and I never gave any promise to any
person that I would not introduce controversial
legislation during the war. I was asked to come into
the Government to take on a very awkward job. That
is all I promised to do."

members into positions of leadership among some of the major trade
unions, particularly the miners and engineers.

I have discussed this question many times with various trade
union officials and have been puszled both by the tolerance of Com-
m:ulhmbytnhmimlm.-hnmmmlhhmtﬂ-h
Communism, and by their apparent lack of concern about this infiltra-
tion.

Recently there have been a number of indications that the
trade union elements are be to get worried about this infiltra-
tion. In the South Wales ers' Federation, in which the Commumists,
led by Arthur Horner, have established themselves in considerable
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strength, the trade union elements have begun to organise to combat
this infiltration. The reasons for this anti-Communist party move are
however, pok ideological, but practical. It was put to me in this way
by one of the trade union leaders:

"We have no objection to Commmists being elected to
positions of leadership if they are competent. Arthur
Horner, President of the South Wales Miners' Federa-
tion, for example, is one of the best trade union
negotiators and administrators in the country and I
can say the same of some of the other Communist trade
.union leaders in South Wales. But in the last year
or so Horner and the Communiste have used their posi-
tion and influence to get party members, who are not
especially competent, elected to senior and miner
positions in the union. OSome first class trade union
minded men have been defeated as a result of these
tactics. We think this has reached a state where this
kind of practice can no longer be tolerated and we
intend to fight Hormer and the other Communists if
they inslst on putting party considerations above

the welfare of the miners' union."

I can add that these tactics have not been confined to the
miners' unions. Recent developments in the Amalgamated Engineering
Union, where the Commmists are strongly represented on the Executive
Council, have followed much the same pattern. About eighteen months
ago Wal Hannington, (a well-known Commumnist, who, prior to the war,
was leader of the Unemployed Workers' Alliance) was elected as a
national organiser of this union. He is a machinist by trade, but
had no reputation as an experienced trade unionist. Four months ago
another Communist, who was also without experience in trade union
matters, was elected as a national organiser. Both of these men
are straight "party-liners" of the worst type.l/

The latest machinations of the Communist party in the Amalga-
mated Engineering Union are even more interesting. About three months
ago, Fred Smith, the permanent secretary of this union, died suddenly.
Smith was a strict trade-unionist, a man of great competence, and one
of the leading anti-commmists in this union. In trade union matters,
Smith was generally able to prevent the Communists from influencing
union policy. Unlike American trade unions, the secretary's office is

1/ About six months ago when I asked Wal Hannington point-blank whether,
in January 1941, he was in favor of lend-lease to Great Britain he re-

plied "No, and I think the American Communist Party was rigt_:t in op-

w 4 1 -, - - . AW
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the strategic position in British trade unione, and the Communists
determined, if possible, to elect one of their members to this office.l/

The natural Commmnist candidate for this office was Joe
Scott, a member of the Executive Council for many years and regarded,
even by anti-commmists, as an extremely capable trade union leader.
Scott, I am reliably informed, wanted the Job of secretary but, although
he is & good party member, he was ordered to stand down in faver of
Wal Hannington, who, as I pointed out above, is a newcomer to this
union. I have no information as to the reasons for this, but my in-
former's interpretation is that Scott has been a responsible trade
mimofﬂuhltaolmgtubcmphtﬂ;trmhdtncurymtm
orders.

The trade union elements in the Amalgemated Engineering Union
have put up for the secretary's office the assistant secretary, who
served under Fred Smith for many years, and is regarded as fairly able.
These are the only two candidates. The secretary is elected by a
referendum of all members, and it will be at least six months before
muntumuminrmnﬂllnuﬁbmmm. The campaign will be
fought on the issue of ® versus trade unionism", and the
result of the vote will provide a good indication of the sentiments
of the membership of this union.

1/ The secretary's position corresponds in importance with the position
of the president in American trade unions., The "president” in British
trade unions usually serves only a year or two. Bevin, Marchbanks,
Citrinﬂ, ﬂt‘uij are all m“t‘rh'i
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1943

MEMQERANDIUN
T0: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: H‘.‘l. mﬂ

The attached charts mey be of some interest to you and
the Prime Minister. They are an interesting analysis of the
world armament situation and compare the production of combat
ermanent in the varlous United Nations and Axis countries.

The fi ures are based upon date prepered by the War
Production Board.
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This chart shows that the United States' share in
the producticon of armaments has advanced from ome percent of
the world total in 1938 and less than three percent in 1940
to over forty percent at the present time. By the end of
1943 we will be producing just about half of the world's
armament production.

In less than a year from now, this country will pro-
duce almost as much combat armament as all the rest of the
world put together.

The small role of Japan's production of combat arma-
ment in the global picture is worthy of notlce. In 1941 the
Japanese production of ;auht. armament amounted to only about
five perceat of the world total and to about cne-half of that
of the United States. It 1s estimated that 1943 Japanese
output will probably be twlce as large as before she entered
the war, but the total will be less than one-tenth of the pro-

P

duction of the United States mlone.
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CHART III

This chart shows the speed with which the United
Natioms have surpassed the Axis nations in the production of
armamenta.

When war was declared, the totel armament output of
the British Empire, France and the United States was ap-
proximately a quarter of that produced by Germeny and Italy.
In 1940 and 1941 the combined cutput of the United Nations
slightly exceeded that of Germany.

In 1942, after our entry into the war, the output of
the United Nations forged ahead and in that year the combat
mmitions production exceeded that of the jods by more than
75 percent. In the current year it is estimated that the
United Nations will turn out approximately three times as
much combat armement as the Mxls. In 1944 the estimated ratio

rises to 3% to 1.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1943

 MEHQRANDIN

T0: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MH. LUBIN

SUBJECT: UNITED HNATIONS FOOD SUPFLIES

I thought you might be interested in the table below which shows
the totel supplies of food available for export from the various United
Nations food producing countries and the import and military requirements
of the various United Hations that are not producers of the particular
food items that are listed.

It will be noted that the estimated relief needs of the countries
that may be cccupied by the Allled troops are in excess of the indicated
surpluses in &ll instances except that of wheat and flour and sugar.

UNITED HATIONS FOOD SUPPLIES & REQUIREMENTS

Estimated Export Relief
Surpluses of Cer- United Needs:
tain Foods Avail- Nations Indicated Allied
able to United Import Re- Surplus or Occupied
Commodity Nations in 1943 guirements Deficit Countries
Wheat and {lour
(terms of wheat) 1,250 450 + 800 248
Rice 1’5'6.5‘ 3‘:050 = lpﬁaﬁ
Meat (carcass
welght) 7,056 8,271 - 1,215 1,690
Fots and olls 6,852 6,002 + 850 1,003
butter 580 359 + 2
Cheese 620 600 + 20 264,
Milk (evaporated
or condensed) 1,000 997 + 3 T06
Milk (dried) 398 397 + 1 190
Egegs (terms of
shell) 1,586 1,575 + 11 3
Sugar 20,900 112367 + 9,333 74
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MEMORANDUM
T0: MR, HOPKINS

FROM: MK. LUBIN
SUBJECT: THE STRIKE SITUATION

Despite the apparent restraint shown by the press and by the
Congress, we seem to be heading for real trouble in the labor field.
It looks as if the number of men days lost due to strikes during the
month of May will exceed all but the worst months of the last 10 years.
To be sure these figures are affected by the one-day coal strike,
However, the loss due to the rubber strike and a whole series of
less importent strikes throughout the country will of themselves in-
volve more lost man days than any month since Pearl Harbor.

It is significant that these smaller strikes are the results
of & whole series of foreces, such as strikes against the promotion of
women, strikes against the lay-off of a union member, jurisdictional
strikes and strikes for wage increases. It seems as if we are riding
& fundamental swell of industrial unrest.

If the situation gets out of hand, it may be imposeible to
recover lost ground until some drematic reverse is encountered.

The situation may well get worse because (1) concessions
are due in the coal controversy and (2) becsuse the War Labor Board
must probably correct its decision in the rubber case. In other words,
the two most significent wage increases of recent times are likely
to be made in mduapriu where strikes ocourred.

This situation is in very marked contrest to the record
which was established by labor throughout 1942 and the first three
months of this year. In only one year since our record begins in 1927
have there been as few days of idlenese as in 1942. Strikes have never
been as short nor hus government intervention ever been as effective
as it was under the War Labor Board in the 15 months following Pearl
Harbor and the "No Strike" agreement.
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Thiz buginess of the Presldent personally ordering pecple
back to work every time & large strike breaks cannot go on forever.
The President should be protected sgeinst getting into & positien
where ne asks the men to go back to work once too often. We camnot
afford to let him get in & position where he may be turned down., I
personally feel that the time has come for the President to get hold of
the various labor leaders and moke them realize that it would be im-
possible to keep Congress from tleing lsbor in & knot Af the present
gtrike situation continues.
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THE WHITE HOUSE | =

WASHINGTON

September 1, 1943

Grace,

Last Friday Steve called me from Hyde Park
and told me the President was concerned about a
certain statement that was included in his letter
of transmittal that accompanied the Lend-Lease
report. OSteve further added that the Presidemt
wanted to know how the letter of transmittal ever
got out without his seeing it.

I explained the situation to Steve. How-
ever, I an terribly upset about this whole business

and I should appreciate an opportunity to clarify
the matter for the President. If there is any
chance of his seeing me, it will take a terrible

load off my mind.

Lube

*,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Januery 26, 1944

LEUORANDUM :
T01 THE PRESILENT

FROM: R, l..lﬁrm

SUBJECT: TAXES IN THE UNITED STATES

In view of the fact that you will probebly be receiving the
new tax bill for signature in the not distant future, sowe facts con-
trasting the tax situation in the United States, United Kingdom and
Cansda might be of some interest to you. Sowme startling couperisons
have just been made in & study by the Federal Heserve Board.

l. In the fiscel year 1943-4i the total taxes paid in the
United States (Federal, State and locel) will be sbout 32 percent of
the nationsl income. Last year they were 42 percent in Great Britain
and 30 percent in Canada,

2. Income tax rates in the United Stutes (Federal und State
combined) are substentiaolly lower than those of Great Britain end Canada.,
{New York income tux retes are taken as typicel of the State rates. This,
of course, exaggerates the picture beceuse the New York rates are higher
than those in meny States. Some Stotes heve no income tax.)

A sin man with & net income of §2,000 pays a total of §345
in income taxes 1n the United States. In the United Kingdom he pays
624, end in Canbda ¢628.

& person with & §5,000 income pays §l1,172 in the United Stutes,
+1,975 in the United Kingdom, and $2,180 in Canada.

In the §50,000 income group the United States tex is §28,800;
in tne United Kingdom 336,550 ana in Canada $36,300.

In the {100,000 bracket the tax is §70,500 in the United
States; 84,200 in the United Kingdom und $82,500 in Cenada.

The United Kingdom and Cenande meke allowances for certain post-
war refunds, but they are insignificant. ufter deducting these refunds,
the income tax rates in these countries still run considerably higher
then in the United States.
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3« Gince the United States thaxes corporate net income, which in
& songe 1s 4 tux on the dividend receiver, provision wust be wmade for this
"oouble taxation". Lven af'ter charging the corporetion tax to the dividend
receiver, personul income*tax rates in the United States ere lower than in
the United Kingdom and Cenuda. The tax borne by & married person with no
dependents in the 25,000 bracket in the United States becomes approximutely
¥11,150, ws compared with {15,000 in the United Kingdom and 416,000 in
Canuda. In the 500,000 bracket, the United States individusl income tax
becomes {448,000 as compered with $474,000 in the United Kingdom und
465,000 in Canada.

4« Desplte the fect thet the United States sturted with a very
low tex level prior to the war, tue increase in tne income tux burden since
tie war started has been smaller in the Unlted States than in Great
Britain or Censada.

In the United Stetes o married tuxpayer with two dependents with
en income of $2,000 peid no income tex Defore the war. He now pays £58.
(This includes lew York State Tex). In Canads the seme taxpayer paid no
tax vefore the war. He now pays $275, or almost five times es much es the
imerican. In the United Kingdom he paid $13 before the war and now pays
£304.

4 §10,000 income receiver in the United States has had his tax
liebility incressed from 4659 before the war to $2,333 at the present tuime.
This increese is less thun ¢1,700. A similarly situated taxpeyer in the
United Kingdom paid $1,854 in pre-war years as compured with 4,300 at the
present time. This is an increase of {2,446. In Canada the pre-war tex
for such o person was {666. Today it is $4,698, & rise of $4,032.

5+ Lbxcige taxes sre also much higher in the United Kingdom than
in the United States.

The tax on alstilled liguor in the United Kingdom is ¢23 &
gallon as compared with £7.30 in Canada snd 7.50 in the United Stutes
(including the Hew York State tax).

Beer is taxed in the United Kingdom &t {28 & baerrel as ugoinst
w,'? 90 in Cenede and §$7.93 in the United States.

The tax on cigurettes renges {rom 27 cents to 34 cents & puckage in
the Unitea Kingdom. It is 9 cents in the United States and 18 cents in Canada.

Lesoline is texed 12 cents e gellon in the United Kingdom &s com-
pared with 10 cents in Canode wund 5% cents im the United States.

To measure the significance of the heavy tax rates on ligquor end
tobacco in Ureat Britain, it should be borme in wind thet these two items
wbsorb slmest 20 percent of totel consumers expenditures in Great Britain.
Thie is equel to the British expenditures for rent and clothing combined.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 11, 1944

FERSONAL
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MEMORANDUM
T0: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MR. LUBIN ‘
SUBJECT3 SIR WALTER CITRINE

I have just received a telephone call from Miss Perkins
from Philadelphisa.

Viord has gone around the ILO conference that you are to
see Sir Walter Citrine today, All of the labor delegates, in-
cluding our own AFL folks, are very much upset about your seeing
Citrine. He has been a thorn in the side of the labor people
at the conference and has not been too nice to Miss Perkins.

Even the British Government delegates do not like the idea of
having Citrine go back to London and say that he saw the President
of the United States.

Citrine is in the dog house in London and the British
lnburpnnphtulluthath-ﬂ.lluuhi;mfm-ﬂthmu
a way of building himself up again. Evidently he used his friend-
ship with Beaverbrook to get the Prime Minister to ask you to see
him.

I merely tell you these things becsuse I take it that
you have no alternative other than to see Citrine.

RV
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By 19, 1944
MEMORANLDUM
TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: M. LUBIN Bz_
SUBJECT: COST OF LIVIAG IN APRIL

During the month of April the cost of living went up
0.6 percent. This was the first rise since December 1943,
Half of the increase in the cost of living ie accounted for
by the increase in exclse taxes which became effective on
April 1. Theos taxes affected motion picture sdmissions,
postage, rallroad fares, Light bulbs and toliletries.

The cost of living is now 0.3 percent higher than a
year ago whon the "hold the line" order was issued.

The items that rose during April were food, houne

furnishings, clothing end services.
in women's clothing.

There were parked increases

-

A5 compured to April of last year, the only ites that
is dowp in price is food. House furnishings and clothing are
up by 7 percent, without taking full wesoumt of quality

detariorstion.
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Between May 15th and June 15th the cost of living in large cities
sdvanced 0.3 per cent, nocording to the Bureau of lLabor Statistics,
largel ¥ because of an inorease of price in foods not subject to the
General Maximum Price Regulation. oA

About 40 per cent of the food purchased by the mwerage ¥age earnep
is exempt from control. These uncontrolled food prices sdvanced 4.8 per
cent. Though the priceas of nﬁntru;;ad foode declined by one per ocent,
the average cost of all foods, controlled and uneontrolled, advanced
1.3 per cent.

C lothing pricee decremsed in almost all cltier mummmfim aurveyed,

The average decrease wam seven tenths of one per cent,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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MENORANDUM FOR
.'"I"

Is there any publiocity in this?
F.D.R,

Secret memo to the Pres, from Dr. Lubin
SubJect: Alreraft production in Maj
date June 6, 1944
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 9; 1944
MEMORANDUNM |
T0: THE PRESIDENT
FROM MR. LUBIN

I thought you might be interested in the attached
chart which shows the time required to add one thousand air-
plenes to our overseas inventory.

You will note that it took from February to July
in 1942 to get one thousand planes overseas. The time re-
quired became progressively shorter as time went on. In

1944 we added one thousand planes to our inventories in as
short a perlod as two weeks. Indeed, between January 1
and June 1 we added eight thousand planes to our overseas

inventory.

DECLASEIFIED
01973

By 8. J. Stewart Date
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 24, 1944

MEAORANDUM
701 THE PRESIDENT
FROM; MR. LUBIN
O
SUBJECT: COST OF LIVING INDEX

A special committee appointed by Will Davis to investigate
the Bureau of Labor Statistics' cost of living index has Just submitted
its report. The Committee is made up of Vesley Mitchell as chairman,
Simon Kuznets of the statistical section of the War Production Board
and Margaret Reid of the Bureau of the Budget. Wesley Mitchell has
long been acknowledged as one of the leading suthorities in the world
on the question of index numbers. The Mitchell Committee comes to the
conclusion that it has little advice to offer for improvement in the
methods used by the BLS. It estimates that if allowesnce is made for
deterioration in quality, the index is off by no more than two or three
points. The Committee does point out, nowever, tnat tue index is &
naticnal average end does not entirely show the rise in cost of living
for families at the bottom of the dincome scale,

In view of the fact that you may be asked about the Mitchell
report at a press conference, I thought you might be interested in
three or four of the outstanding facts brought out by the report.

l. "The detsiled evidence presented in Part III
confirms confidence in the accuracy and representetiveness
of the price changes shown by the BLS index."

2. "We believe thet family expenditures in genersl
have not been pushed up by deterioration of qualities
+++. more than two or three points beyond the increase
indicated by the BLS index."

3. "If the Bureau of Labor Statistics had obteined
strictly uccurate reports of all the prices it tries to
collect; if it had caught the cheange in averuge prices
caused by the reduction in bargain sales; if it had
priced the qualities bought by families with very low
income and the qualities bought by the most prosaperous
of wage earners as well as those in the middle groups;
and if it had made full allowance for increases in ex-
penditures forced on families by quality deterioration
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that can be offset by buying more goods, its index

0 probalb

than three to five points."

4e "esedn general we have little advice to offer
for improvement in the .methods used by the BLS. The
methods used by us in estimating the shortcomings of
the present index are for the most part not sultable
for an official index that must be based on measursble
phenomena,"

5. "Among the items the Bureau is criticized for
omitting are extra expenses incurred becsuse wmany
wives have taken paicd jobs end cannot do so much house-
work a8 formerly,.s.sse+s8ll of these items unguestionably
add to the amount of money some people spend. If any
agency trled to measure average changes in family ex-
penditures, it should include them. /And such an index
would be useful for meny purposes.

But that is not the kind of index the BLS
mekes, and this Committee does not think it should nmow
cnenge ite aim."

6. "In applying the netional average to specific
groups there seems little doubt that the BLS index
understates considerably the rise in prices encountered
by families at the*bottom of the income scale."

"The greater price rise experienced by those
with lowest incowme is, however, an important fact that
should be kept in wind by those who use the index."
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Tus Tir PHESTIDENT
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I bhuawve just finlahea resding toe
oecret Noekly Intelligence heview of tue dritich
General Staffl for Uctober &, L%4. The nttacned,
raloh cppesrs in this Intelligence Heview, 1o
based on reports submltted to the dritlsh Genwerel
el Croo lnterviews with priconers of war.

Tne report states thut the jgrisoners
of war from whoa this Infornstion was recelved
fhuve shown thengelves to be eocursbe on otlier
mstters upon which tuey were questioned. Tnere
is oo reasocn to doubt thelir steatesents.®

Plewde oo nol sbttesut to resd Loe at=
tuched report efter eeting u meal. 1 heve nover

ran Leross anything was was acre conuucive to
turning one's stomuch.

IEOLASSIFTED
By Deputy Archiviet of the 0.8,

By V. J. Stewnrt Date MAR 21 @
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%  Life in a Concentration Camp %
Will this Leopard change his spots ?

The following summary e of the many reports of atrocities committed
bylﬁr&rmsl;uahfwmja;:h gWﬁmwhmﬁrrf}m:hubmmh
m:bmmmmwhmwammmmmmm?mmm
There i no reason to doubt their statements,

P.W.“A,”whnhndbmulmmbunfﬁe&dﬂmm:m,m
taken away by the Ges in March, 1938, After 24 hours’ starvation in a dark
cell he was ** interroga " on a subject of which he knew nothing. As a result
nfthepmlu'mm,iﬂwm rubber truncheons the mai
had to be artificially fed in a hospital for some time, was then sent to a con-
centration camp with a batch of others, On their arrival, as a warning snd fore-
mmofwhatmnpec:,oncmmsdocr:dhtphnrdlymdwhippdmdum
in front of the newcomers. Soon after his arrival PW saw five men buried with
only their heads above face towards the sun. Some ants’ nests were
brought near their faces and were left there all day., Three died and the
other two became insane. Fear of this type of punishment leads to
threatened with it through the 50 as to be shot, On another
occasion PW saw a fhan, had fallen i
the latrines, bound and thrown headfirst into the latrine ditch, PW hel
dighimauthdfmhnu:hm.hu:h:hld:lhdofuphrﬁ:ﬂm A

1

into their posteriors, Th:guudumwedthem:dmbymﬂltngﬂnﬁ:ﬁ:mwxy
ﬁnmﬁ:pﬁh,mhgmh%lheﬂﬂ:mﬁl"uw"m.
The scars of the wounds thus i cted are still visible on PW"s body. PW was
released in March, 1944, for service in the German Army.

P.W. “B,” who was "s of subversive activities,” was interned in
concentration camps from » 1938, till he escaped in October, 1943. The
following were camp punishments imposed on the Lest pretext :—

(1) Light punishment consisted of standing 12-48 hours ar artention at the

main gate without food. Any 55 man ing asked the reason for the
punishment and the by blows on the face,
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and 1-5 every day,

P.w.“c.-mmmmummnfmmmmm
Democratic Party, was from 1938 to 1943. He was subjected 1o the
usual * trearment ™ by umchma,}md i

etc.
* There : here, living or dead.

Four P.W. tock part in & punitive action on a French The com-
mmd:rofthﬁ:blmﬁm”diuppur:d"mdinnﬂhﬂmth:mmnfﬁeﬂﬂh@e
were assembled in a barn and shot with MG's. The women and children
Thechurchwusetnuﬁnmdlﬂdmu{nﬂdcwmbumﬁi,ﬂiuudud._m

was

§

entire ﬁnpuhﬁun of goo was wiped out.

g .;F;mmmt,uf:ﬁmmm ish origin, who :
employed &s an interpreter in ITALY, Germans regarded
himumsuﬁhcumd,mdddl;hmdm him witness their outrages and
secing him be sick. To teach hum a lesson an talian prisoner was stripped and
his back burnt with a red-hot poker. The Italian died. The artist's nerves gave
way and he was later sent to a lunatic asylum,

P.W."“ G " states : "Wthlhmiﬁﬂuhm:hﬂh,mﬁ&mdmmkd
included, particularly my company, Ttalians had to carry the ammunition
up the hills and then they were shot, after they'd their own graves.” i

An escaped American officer saw u French girl whom the Germans had
questioned. They had pulled her nails out and put vices on her knees

&
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Decenber 29, 1944

—

TO: THE PRESIDENT

es,

I do not know whether General Arnold has
given you the tollowing figures, but 1 thought that
they might be of interest to you.

FROM: HMR. LUBIN

Un December 23, the AAF had on hend more
then one thousand heavy heavy bombers. The inventory
on that date was as follows:

B-29 925
B-32 6
B-29

(Second Line) 34
F-13 (B-29) _45

1,010

During tne first 23 days of December, 152
B-29's were delivered from the factories.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.s.

By W. J. Stewart Dntam_ﬁ_ﬂ 1573
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P THE \WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Januery 4, 19446

AEMORANDUM
' TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: W, le.l.ﬂ&

The reports that came in today show that the
250,000th airplane produced by the United States since July
1, 1940 was delivered on the last day of 1944. The total
through December 31, 1944 was 250,042, distributed as follows
between categories.

Number Fercent

Heavy Bombers 28,719 11
Medium and Light Bombers 52,089 21
Fighters & Reconnaissance 81,707 33
Transports 19,412 8
Trainers 56,737 23
Communications 11,378 ol

Total 250,042 100

B‘EGLL!! Ilt of the ﬂ.u
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o THE WHITE HOUSE
'\ 1V WASHINGTON
W\
| PERSONAL & Januery 16, 1945
[ v gy
AEMURANDOHN
TO: THE PUESIDENT
SUBJECT : UECHETARY UF LABOR

in view of what you said about your diffi-
culty in filling tne post of Secretary of Labor,
huve you ever given uny thought to Leon Henderson?

I think that the lubor boys could be per-
suaded to accept him if they knew that a trade
union person was not going to be appointed, and 1
an convinced that tue appointuent would Eo very
well with the employers of this country.

It you think there is anything in tais
idea and you want me to sound Leon out when I sea
him in London next week, 1 shall be delighted to
do so.



T-501

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

m “. lml
L

Do you think it ia all right
for me to sign this?

F.D.R,
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8Y Deputy Archivist of the U.8,

By V. J. Stewart Date
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

March 22, 1945

BEMORANDUX
T0: THE PRESLUENT

FROM: WH. Wﬂl.k

I have hed a conversation with Ed Stettinius relative to
the policy that I should be instructed to follow on reparations
in Moscow.

1 have also had & talk with some of the State Department
staff people who have been working on this problem. It is
evident that there is no definite unanimity of opinion within

the State Department.

I have put down on paper my own ideas as to what our
policy might be. These follow very much along the lines that I
had discussed with John Winant and &d Stettinius. They nave not
been seen by anyone in the State Department yet.

1 should be grateful ir you could take a minute off to
read the attached. It you agree with these ideas and will ap-
prove them with your signature, 1 should then like to go to the
State Department stalf and discuss them in detail.

DECLASSIFIED
- By Deputy Archivist of the u.;.u o7
By ¥. J. Btewart Date J“

——
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON PS?.

April 6, 19485,

I'iui got a flash that Harriman
has advieed caution in making

oommi tuents on reparations. 1In
other wmuw can very easily
refer propo 8 to me ar you

get there.

F. D. R,

No accompanying papers.
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ADVISES CAUTION IN MAKING COMMITMENTS ON

. In comnection with the early departure of
Dr, Lubin to participate in tions discussions in
Moscow, Ambassador Harriman points out that the Russians
Maive shous TE0ATS willinanece te inpiesent (e Griuss

hoilimmdwﬁu t we d be cautious in
on reparations, which is the one sub~

which the Eﬂilt Government has shown most interest.

'OF WESTERN FRONT QPERATIONS MAY
_ ummm Ambassador
hrrtm mtl recent Russian press treatment of

Western Front operations and pl.rticullrl an article by

General Galaktionov in Prayda. Erri.n feels that

Russian suspicions have been fanned by American press

and radio reports of a lack of German resistance and have

concluded that the Germans are m&m resistance

mm either because of an unders with our militery
rities or in thl-, hope of obtaining mild treatment.

ASSUNPTION STIATED 10 Eli DE GAULLE
IF ANY, AT 3AN FRANCISCO . ery has
been authorized informally to state to Pleven cur assump-
tinn that, if de Gaulle decides to come to San Framcisoo,
he would do o in his capacity as Provisional Chief of
State either during the official opening or at some other
suitable time. If de Gaulle decides o make neh e visit,
he would be very welcome.

"-'“"“‘-i' Fﬁ
an Govermnment has requested buin:l’cmdir
hlysfmﬂunngofth- Belgians has been liberated

and that the be requested to remain in a p lmaﬁn-
able to him until a Government delsgation can visit
'!hin delegation will consist of the Prince Regen

ster, the Foreign Minister and Baron Holvoet.
It. Iill make the necessary arrangements in comnection
with the King's return.

DEAN ACHESON
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