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MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT

Ray says their position is
gound on this but if you want
very much to have them walve the
requirement in this case, they
can probably do it.



FeEDERAL HOusING ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 19, 1938

RAYMOND T. CAHILL

ABRISTANT ADMIMINTRATON

The Honcrable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
November 15 with enclosures from the Honmorable Frederick Stuart
Greens, which are returned herewith.

Apparently Mr. Greens has been misinformed regarding
our construction requirements as applylng to his son's home at
Warrenton, Virginia. This commitment for insurence was issued
on condition of strict adherence to our minimum construction
requirements for new dwellings for Virginia, a copy of which
was attached to the commitment. Our Insuring Office is not at
this time making requirements which were not set forth in the
above-mentioned booklet.

The cement base and metal shields to which Mr. Greens
refers are required in order to prevent or at least minimize
deterioraticn of the wooden poate by exposure to dampness or
water, rather than as a protection against termites. This re-
quirement is part of our gemersl requirements for floors and
roofs as set forth on page 10, peragraph "A* (4) of the attached
marked copy of ®™Minimum Comstructlion Requirements for New Dwell-
ings® located in the district covered by the Richmond Insuring
Office. Our requirements regarding termite prevention are con—
tained on page 18, paragraph 1, of this boaklet.

The matter of approving sewerage systems or private
utilities is left entirely in the hands of the State Board of
Health, explanation of which procedure is attached. We require
that a Certificate of Approval, issued by this Board, be cbtained
before insurance is issued.

I trust this will estisfactorily explain ocur positiom in

Respectfully yours -

Raymond T. Cahill
Aspiptant Administrator



Gommonmealth of Hirginta
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Foorumon July ®, 1957

FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION CERTIFICATES OF APPROVAL

RELATIONSHIP, STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO
SANITATION IMPROVEMENTS ON FHA PROJECTS

Foderal oasing AARTAISCRAtEon B  becire Set bEaSRURoRaine TLLh, the
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lowing instructions are isasued:

The Federal Housing Administration requires cer-
tificates of approval from the State Department of Hsalth

on both the private water sup and on the sewage disposal
system for property hfnr:l{hl FHA will close and ﬁ-—

sure the case. The final inspection of the representative

of the Stute Health Department must show that the water sup-
Ply is protected and the sewage disposal system i: construct-
ed in accordance with good pructice, and a sample or samples
from the water supply must be satisfactory bacterlologlcally.

Te most quic%d efficlently get the above final approvals, the
borrower of funds and his contractor should be advised, at the time
the loan is bei.ughcnnndnrad, that the fullulin& cedure is recommend-
ed in dealing with the State Department of Heulth's representative for
thet county or district:

(1) In districts and counties having full-time health
sarvice get in touch immedintely with the health officer, who
will adviee on Federal Housing Administration sanitatlon.

He will have received from the Federal Housing Administration,
through the State Health Department, notification that this
certain property omer, llving at & certain address, proposes
to muke a housing improvement. He will look up the owner and
LT SpratiaRee Sd A8y 15 RRaBUEEICHULEY RIS wre
lnttfurpﬁprovm the water supply or sewuge disposal arrange-
ments.

(2) In counties not having full-time health service,
write to the Stete Depurtment of Health, Richmond, Virginis.

(8) The property owner will be definitely advised by
bulletins and instructions on the ground by & State Health
Department representative, how to protect the water supply,
end how to tuild & satisfactory sewage disposal system. These
directions must be followed if finsl aporoval is 1o be ob-
lalned cn ihe ssnlteticn project.
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July 8, 1987

(4) On completion of the water and sowerage syatems
the property owner should notify the health officer of the
district or county, or the State Department of Health. A

representativé of the Department will ther
Lngpucuon, test tha ntﬁrmp{y. mdu:: %ﬂi :ngm

disposel system has been properly constructed. If the
work hes been done in a satisfactory manner, he will com-
plete and sign the certificate of approval, which, when
countersigned by the State Health Department, goes to the
Federul Housing Administration st Richmond, thus enabling

the case to be closed. If the Dot comply
mm’w mﬂﬁnﬁnﬂm
cennot be completed.

1. C. RIGGIN, M. D.
STATE HEALTH COMMISSIONER

By,
PN Ch.‘l.ﬂheam, M. D.

Assletent Director
Bureau of Rural Health

Richard Messer, Dirsctor
Buresu of Sanitary Engineering



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 15, 1838,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. RAYMOND T. CAHILL

Will you be good enough
to look into thie and let the

Fresident heve a reportt

ot

M. A. Le Hand
FRIVATE SECRETARY



STATE OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
ALBANY

November 12, 1838

The President
Washington, D. C. Sndrt

Dear Mr, President:

I hate to bother you sbout so small a thing
as & termite - but the F. H. A. Inspector has again
demanded we Jack up the nine locust posts in the cellar
of my son's house at Warrenton, Virginia, end place a
copper sheet underneath them.

To Jack up these posts Is bound to throw det-
rimental strains upon the house, and is unnecessary. -
Termites come Into a house through the soil; this house
Is built on ledge rock, over which ls laid a 4-inch
cement floor. Under the locust posts Is an extra 6-inch
footing, and above the floor an extra 2-1inch concrete
base, No termite could possibly penetrate the rock, or
this thicknéss of masonry, and a termite does not attack
locust, g

This useless demand to Jack up the house is
unfair, The direct cost would be $90.00, and there would
be structural injuries likely to cost much more. The
F. He A., after approving the plans, did not make this
demand untll the roof was on and the house ninety per cent
completed.

Though there are only four bedrooms in this
house, the inspector Insisted upon an antiquated concrete
septic tank and 670 feet of dralnage fleld, costing an
extra $175.,00., A modern steel-copper septic tank and
100 lineal feet of drainage fleld, costing below $50.00,
would have been ample. The sewerage system demanded would
be adequate for a hotel of forty bedrooms.

I know that your ldea for the F. H. A. is to
help people bulld homes. Through inexperience, or ignorance,
the F. H. A. has made this house cost about two hundred fifty
dollars more than necessary, for other demands not mentioned
here have been complied with.



The President, Washington, D. Cu cvssasesss 11/12/38

During my eighteen years as Superintendent
of Public Works 1 have spent over a billien dollars
in construction, and even the Republicans admit 1 know
my job. I certainly would not build & poor house for

W S0Na
If you will kindly answer this appeal, the
case is No, 54-006479, Francis T. Ercnn:ﬁ under the
i

direction of C., C, Barksdale, Assoclate Director,
Federal Housing Administration, Richmond, Virginia,

Respectfully yours
FRED'K STUART GREENE

o Y
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

/ October 10, 1939

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
In accordance with your instructions

I have num%m hold open the
post of Prinel presentative with
FHA from which James Townsend reeigned, effective
October first. Mr. McDonald asks me to assure
you that although he will accept Mr. Townsend's
resignation he will not fill the place.

N
i

W.D.He Clo-oet-
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WASHINGTON

April 9, 1943,

' MEMORANDUM FOR ;

RAYMOND CAHILL:

I have had a note from Tommy
Corooran who is interested in a man
by the name of Hubert Langevin, who
works in the Minneapolis offlce of F H.A,
I understand he has worked for F, H,A,

" for three and a half years, that he has

a pood record of achievement and s
ﬁ:rtiuulnrlr enthusiastio about Federal
using and all it has accomplished,

I understand that 1t e
necessary during wartime to reduce the
office staff in Hinn-ufolin, but at the
same time they would like very much for
h.lrl:l to retain ME p].a.ﬂ! in rilr‘- thﬂl‘ﬂ.
I would appreclate anything you can do
to keep him on, but if you can't will
you dron me a iittla note which I ean
gend to Tommy Corocoran?

Grace G, Tully
Private Seoretary
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THOMAS GARDINER CORCORAN
WASHINGTON, D. O,

April 5, 1943

Dear Gracie;

You will remember John Devaney of Minneapolis. He was a very
good friend.

He dropped dead about & year ago. He left a wife and two
children - a boy and a girl. The boy is now in the Army overseas.

Devaney died not only insolvent but insglvent that even some
good things he was participating in in shipbul contracts were swallowed
up in the unsatisfied claims of creditors. Mrs. Devaney had to sell the
family home and move into a couple of rooms in Minneapolis. Her only pre-
marriage occupation 20 years ago was as a music teacher. She's not there-
fore preeminently fitted to make a good living in Minnesota in these grim
times.

She has been swell about it but she sent me & request the
other day that I thought you might be willing to pass on to someons. I
enclose her letter. The request begins as marked on page 2. I translate
typographically to assist you chorecgraphically -

"Could you tell me to whom I might write among officials in the
Federal Houslng in Washington in regard to my brother. I lmow that you
are the 'father' of FHA - and must have retained, through your pride in it,
certain contacts.

"My brother, through Jack, was given a position in their offices
here, and has been with them for three and a half years. He has a fine
record of achievement, and has worked hard, with an unabated enthusiasm
for Federal Housing and all it has accomplished. He is a loyal, and per-
haps too articulate a Democrat, in an office staffed by men of decided
Republican and reactionary leanings. Of course it has been necessary
during war time to reduce thelr office staff, but I want keenly for my
brother to retain his job, as it means much to me personally to have him
remain in Minneapolis.

"He is forty-three years old, past the draft age, and has a
family. His name is Hubert Langevin and if there is any way in which
you can advise me about helping him to retain his place in FHA s I shall
be more than grateful - and more deeply in your debti®

Sy

[ 2% c«. Ye——

Miss Orace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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