


PS F f-. P. C-, 
:HINCH ... 

fEDEAAL PoWEA COMMISSION 

WASHI NGT ON 

March 18, 19.36. 

Dear llr. President: 

I lll!I glad to be able to advise you that 

Secretary Hull baa r e tained Judson !ting to 

writ e a narrative history of the Oreat Lakes-

St. Lawrence navigation and power proposals . 

It is expected t hat ro1.r. !ting will complete 

this Job by about June 15. 

I telephoned to Frank Walsh about the 

oatter before this arr angement was completed 

and he unqualifiedly approved King 's empl oy-

ment for this purpose. 

The President, 
The White House, 
l'iashington, D. C. 

Fa i thi\tlly, 

• 
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PS r : F. f?C. 
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~ .. • rV Fr;or;RAL. Pow r;R COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

Augu• t 20, 19)7. 

Pp.fl)NAT. ilJl -

11!¥>RANOOJI FORt THE PRBSIDENT 

FROlh FRANK R. lloNINCH 

I / 
~-

At the meeti.ng or the Interstate Co-rce C09Dittee 
yeeterday rq noaination • ae unanillouely approved and then the 
Comittee proceeded to question Co.oander Crnen in regard to 
his connections witb radio co11paniee prior to becoaing Chief 
Engineer or the Comaisllion. 

The examination developed that • hils 1n private practice 
Craven had represented a great maey radio companies in an 
engi.neering capacity and as an expert witness , for which be 
recei ved good fees by ·~ of cash and atock i n eeveral companies. 
He denied owning, directly or indirectly, etock now. He add 
he dJ.sposed of all hia holdings before accepting the position 
ot Chief Engineer with the Commission. He stated that his earn­
ings .-inted to about $49,000 during the year '=edJ.etely before 
he became ChJ.ef Ecgineer and gave as hJ.e reason for giving up hie 
lucrative practice that he wanted to render a public eervJ.ce. 

In response to questions he stated that he had sold eo~e 
radio stock at or abolit the time he became Chier Engineer and 
deposited the proceeds in cash in a lock box in the bank. The 
amount was, ae I recall, approximately $25 1000. He gave as hie 
reason for thia procedure that be was having marital. difficulties, 
which were afterwards settled out or court. 

Senator rru-n, of lileeourl, stated to the Collllittee, aa 
I recall. , that a llr• Cox, a radio operator in ltiseouri, telephoned 
hiJD at length, urcing the cont'irtution or Craven and saying, in 
aubatance, that he could get anything be wanted it' Craven were 
made a member of the Comaission. 

Craven atated that i n all 11nttere concerning former clients 
he had disqualified himself and allowed the Aeaiatant Chief 
Engineer to handle such matters. I think he said, but I am not 
quit e certain, that be would pursue the same course if nede a 
member or the Colllliasion. 

JrllftmR - - ...,. •• 
s.o. 1 ••• 2. soc. 3(1) aod m aM. · (I) 
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The President August 20, 1937. 

'l'bey aelced him about the sale of the Texas rad.io co.,pan.iee 
to Hearst and, because he could not give much information about 
these mattors and because his recollection was not clear os to a 
nUl:lber of other mat ters, the Committee receased until tod~ at 
2 o'clock, oirecting hi.a to bring to the Colllllittee meet.ing hie 
books and a f'ull statement of all moneys , stocks, and other con­
siderations, he had received from radio companies; also, to bring 
reports that passed over his deek about the Hee,rst-Texas matters. 

I am d.isturbed at these developments and at the apparent 
attitude of soaie members of the COOll.it tee. I f ear the hearing 
t his afternoon about the Hearst mattere and other thinge may 
develop matters prejudicial to Craven nnd t he Commission. 

I know nothing about Craven except wha t I heard at the 
Collllllittee meeting but, if, as inti.eated there and elsewhere, the 
radio industry is actively bacldJJi Craven, I aa afra.id I would be 
handicapped in 111;1 efforts to get at the bottom of things and set 
them right . 

In the light of what the Com.mittee developed and may yet 
develop and even though Creven should be confirmed, as he probably 
could be 11' given strong support, I fear be would be the subject of 
continued attack by those who are critical of the Commission's 
poet record . 

Fa.ithf\ll.ly yours, 

To the President. 



JIDIOIWIDOll FOR TH! PRISIDl:NT r 

llben JOU tall<ed 'O'itb ee about Gonrnor Caee•e r.­
appoint.ent ...centJ.T, JOU indicated that 7ou would not 
Nnd up hie ncminatioo, but gi're bia a reuaa appoint.­
eent U 10U decided to r eappoint bia, Hie tera doee not 
expire until .Tune 30, Arv appoint.Mnt to the l'CC ~ 

't aigbt bee ... the subject ot atteclt betore the Senate 
Interatete C~rce eo..ittee, in Tit• ot the pending 
White resolution tor an inTeetigation. 

I reepectfUll.T adTiee witbbol41ng action tor the 
prtatnt. P'llrtbenora, I ebould like t o tell ;you about 
the lack ot IU t of M in oppoa1ng the Connery reso-
lution tore t~llouae es eo.aittee. 

~l 
I/ 

f~lJ 



rs r:· F. p, c.. 

~ 
June 13, 1939 

Memo telephoned 1n b7 T. o. Corcoran 
1n re-MoN1noh' • r eoo-.dation ot Olde 
o•er llanlr tor Chairman ot Fed. Power 
Commission. 

SEE T. O. Corcoran !older- Drewer 2- 1939 
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TIU• ,,,..1p 14 ..,4 un4&to4 
-o o•• to ., 4e1k to 
tllAI U'0\11\4 tbl litter 
pU't ot .Jlllr-1939. 

f>) J' , 

- ·. 
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,, , ,,, t•dlW ,, '"'•''•gt-·~ ••••lu 

~·· F.P.c. 

' ES hm" IJ{· O-•ml 0011111 . t•y••u• n 11 111 

~ '° rou 41,...,, .. , ••tao• ••• FlJ' -" t.ell: ..... r \M tdllo1-• 

n,- l • ,._ bNt MD '"tlable, \1'9-luff La ul•oe et A.uapoll•. tn.UH 
la p1abllo ~tllt ty ,..cul•'loa tb.J'O\l,gh b1• •~rttoo• Wltb Tenn••••• Valltf •• oae 
ot tM ebl.••' - roa. ba" e t 4Jpe11D,g a4 1011 .. oa e ••• of taote. 

Polltt9•1 J.. rt&l•t•Nd O.OOnt 1 bOm IU'ld nleed lD 0..11••· 'fenej 
Auepolle c n.dw.te; pr.••' lepl ,..et4uo- Termeee .. , .._" 8• cetoT ..-.u.r le 
aJ.A•d1 on "c:orO ..ndor11r1a b.1• tor .Ue11t.ui. At\orn91 Onettl. Be ..ieo ba• tbe 
t la;lla.r •dOrMaeat Of S.0.t.ol' Wt.p.er hw IUl Mrller N•lt•c• la 1 .. To~, &ad 
the reell.7 ntbUtlaetlo 1pon1oreblp ot Staa t.or trorrie, who le wllllq to ca."7 
tM ttgla.t tor hla La tU Sec.ta u6 19'\ lt b4' bowi:i tMt Wonte 1• ~epOatortq• 
n,. On nr•• ao•tca. ~. • Terr oca;eteot AJ.ebu• bO)', ion or Judge Jttte, l e to 
U.ae to ~ Gen.r-.l ec.m..i ot Teueeeff Y&l.197. 

(t) Tt-t9sor1 Gre.pt k 1 All kinds or pre1e\U'e1 ho•• b••n p1l• 4 oo Seeator Wage.er 
to ut tOT tb.9 •pPol.titant to tbe Co.:s1••1oa of • V..r. Tb9odoN G"cit or N.- Tort 
(once Oe!ll*lgD ILtY'.llger tor the 8t~tor• 1 IO?I). 

O~ik be• cumeot Joa.a -t tb tb• Muiual IJ"Oe.4et:lt111,g n•t11e?it. H. 1• at 
prtttot \U'l.~pp7 •• tbe l'f.l4lo •dTlltr to 8traua et U.S. Houe!ng. 

St ca be Uk.a o•r-. or .... n n1c.i1 ud on tena completely Mti•f•otory 
to bill by g1Tt ns hi• Bob S.rger'• pr•••nt place•• dt~oto~ or tt• a.a. Rae10 
S.ntce (1 ••• t.o..U X.Uttt'• ._rge.07 "OQ.Qc11 ••rrlcel •t $7,fOO a 7Mr. Pro­
Ti1lon 1• b•in& 111td• ror a a .. "~rlTat1~ Job tor Bers•r at th• re.te or $10 , 000 
• r••r. 

(S) !1111! poll\y1r: At tti. t 1at Of the n1ppolctaent or Oha.1rs1D RObert 
Fner at tbe 7~e...i ~4• t.:amJ.111ca, Btpu.bllcu Co:iol'l•-.n Carroll Reece O! 
'l'tMtlsee , e m.aber of th• Monopal7 Inq.uJrf, pr••••d ••17 hard tor t he AODlna tlo:o 
or WtlJ.1• ~er, (• PJ"O&l"9.et1•• a.,ub1tc.an) 1 an •eoc.cat•t witb tbt redt rel 
Tftlde Coanlt•io.o , to e Republ tc.n pltce oo tbe Federal t'rtdt COlaiatJoa. C•:rt.tln 
• COCltl deratlOD" .o"1q trc. Re•ct wa• bw-OlTed. 

At tha t tlee, tbro1J8b Mr. ! arl7, theH n.a e.a u.oOent.1D4lng witb Kr. RMc• , 
l t ter CCl!,Ol'i!'Dtd btt'QeD Mr, Eart, &ad Mr. Reece, tMt al\bough llr. S..U1ager lll'OU.1.4 
not be .,pJ>Olated to tte Federal Trade C~1••1oa, Balllc&er -ould 'ti. g.l••n C.Orct 
Se.1"7 Pa7De' • plaot cm tbe CCSIWli.Se-•tloa.e Caa:.111toc, e nce.acy ,.,.cttd to u l•• b)' 
e re~ueat1d r.•lgDAt10D, 

Re•c• wt ll , Of oourN, nl•• t.b1• oo .. s teemt UJIOD the n•1PAtloO of ~b&Snr.110 
Molfln<ib, and tbo 1ppoUl.t1Mr1t Cl'! 11.1q l\ICCttlOr, •ltt:~ Jl&UJ114er •Ul a ot tat • l tt,Sbl• 
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fol' • PPolDW...t u ... 1c.th' • .uooeeeor t o • Daocntlc neu17. Th• q:oeet ioa le, 

th•retore, relM4 Whet•r tha Nelpattoo ot C'h9.iaa llelflcell t• cot. • tla• t o 

ftOOl::eld.er t.U Pa.Jn• u 4 CreTU probl•• At a pr.otlcal 1epl •tter, tbt 

roro-4 r.algnat-ton• ot thli•• two Cc.;t11t~n, or tl t.btr ot tb•• t o1' ciaua 

would probebl7 bl upbald. by tbl s...,p,,_. Cou.rt NOODalda ri.D.g t.bt Jllapb.ria1 Ce1e. 

And lD an.r e.-ent, a.IQ' Cou.rt npudletloo or th• ••-p·t1oa ot l xecutl•• pNroptl•• 

to ccaJMl re•lcut toae eOU.14 not oocur u.atl l &f'ter 1960. 



(1) In VelQ tpr Cbe1JMp lclllpgh: All U"t"QC•Ri• ban bNG ~leWd 

,., ~\ ot 1utlot, atter p.tnona.l nego-tlatlo.1 betwNa ~. Ano1d 
ud Cbelau lloJltnob, io l'tUln 11olf1ne2' 1t \bt n t e of f.10,000 • ,._J'. 

Re la 10 'Cle n tain•d u prl••t• OU\ald• cw=•tl to ad•l•• t!I• O.par-.1\ 
tn pandla& NO:rpnl••tlon• ot t"b• •••ttm OnScm 1 Pott.el T11.egl"t.pb, and otMr 
nlt\en c~cattoo ra.oS.lltitt. .Mo oc!l.f"l:Na\ton wtU be nqvlre4. 

lloMlneh • 1U be ebl• to MT• bl• ~ p11.nte law ottto• u.4 wU-l bt f'n• 
not onl T t o wort: • be.n tmd 11 ti. cboe•••· but alto to M.1"17 on. poll ttcel eo\l 'f1 tJ' 
wtu u4 •• M Ob.004!•• '"" md•i- tll.t teru ot Uie lle\.O Bill ( a lace ba 'Will not 
ba • 1'edtrtl otttol1l but oal,y • prl•• t • oowi1al h1Nd by tbt Dtpartllent 01 Ju.ttloa 
to do ·~•lal wo~) • . 

(t) Iapo;:t•n91 ot 1..,otpt1 Noplnetlpp or Su9011eqr: Tba noainatlon or a 
woc111or 1hould go 1A i•1dtat1lx ao tbat OOD.tlnaatlOll can be att.ct9d 'bttore 

. In tbe o••• or tb• Cheirs&D or tbt COllaUlllc1tloa1 Cc:.mia1100, 1.lsed1att 
coofilWttloa la ttptclallJ 1-por1.Q\. Otbe"'111 those '"''iaC to get thJ'OU.8]l '.P"" 
pllcotiODI tor 1ta tloc1 , eto. , • 111 tbrtatea to OPPote ocutin:tatlou ta lt.nue?J" 1f 
the Ctai.DWl do .. not perfoa. 

Undtr tht 7edere.l CClmll'Jllicatlon1 Act, the Cbatrm.e.n 11 appol n\ed by the 
Pre•lde~t ·- not tl•ot•d b7 tbe ... beY•. No nt'°t1et10DI with otber cOll&.laetooere 
en t bel"!fON necte•U'J'· But the f'eoti. t bllt 1 \ •OW.d be ewkwud to n.ue • recttt 
oppo1ot•• Ohal ran.n 1• e.n •ddltto~e.l refllOD tor beTing the .8'1.loce•eor cont1ntod b-l­
t ore e..dJCN.n!M:\. 

Th• Cbalntu or tbt Ocanit1lon hat e t.ou.gh Job at beet. H\&Uly 1peak1n&, 
h• ce:cmot ba expeottd to Co b1• Job "ll it bt hea to atert. wttb a 1'0"7 abou"'\ 
CCD..fimat1on t'OW' .ontb..I l ater on. 

( 3) Monner ot AMou:pgly S uss1tt0r: Cbf.il"'l!e.D loNJ.ncb wut• to eu7 le otftce 
app~ta.at•l.7 & &Ontb loa&:tr. 

T'be P1191ld•nt l e ltga1ly tm.P°"'tred to accept kcNlilch'• realsn• tioo ••or 
• t\at:u..re: date subMquttrt t.o tbt Ol.011.q: or \bl• Con.gnee: 'but 11.&ultu.ou.e.1¥ to 
A0.1n~te tor lns.1dl8t• contl~tlOD e euccee1or to ~••U11• orrto• ea or th• date 
ou • b.icb ato.NlDcb' 1 "•1gu.tlOll blcc.tt •N'•ct1Te. 

I.•·, the Pt'eatce:nt bee tbt les.i J>OW•r and pr•ctdentl to e.anounoe MoNlnch' 1 
rt•ltofltton •• or 8• pteher let, a.ad. et the ..:a tit• wbatt to tbe Cocareaa ror 
P~•et ooc.ttmatton tbe Df!llH o~ e wccaleol' to tt.U 1. .-eoe.nCT .. bJob 111.11 occur OD 
81ptember lit. 

( 4) Cgntlmatlm ot Sy££tt19ri Cbatr.u ltcJ\1.ncb ta cart•1n th.at lie will bot 
able to t.rl"l.Dg,1 with Seo.at.or ~he•ler, 1e Chelru.n or tbt COl:llittea 0ti Ioterat.a.te 1.114 
Foreign Ccmerce, to • blp tb.:rougb rlgb-t e-.a.1 tb• ncai.c.atloo or tb• euce-e11or 
•1.IC&••t•d, •nd "1 t b wbca llcNlaob bl1 conftrNd, 
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LELAND OLDS 

CMA lfltWA.H 

fl!:Dl!;RAL PoWl!:R COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1941 

Dear Mr . Presidents 

You b.ave asked my advice on the proposal 
of Secretary Ickes that be be made defense power 
coordinator. 

I think such a step would be a mistake 
because (a) it woµld tend to undaraine the coopera­
tive epproach to the defense power probl""' which is 
today worlcing well} (b) it would run directly counter 
to the judgment of the great majority of t hose ective 
in carrying out the Adminiatration1s power policy; and 
(c) it would set up s011ething like • holding company 
structure, adding nothing to tbe effectiveness of the 
work but, rather, oreating unnecessary overhead, 

The Federal Power Coll:llission has the neces­
sary authority under act of Congress and for three 
years has been doing precisely the work which Mr. 
Ickes outlines in the letter which he baa prep&red 
for your signature. In faot , t he National Power 
Policy Committee work, to which llr, Ickes ' letter 
raters, has been performed practically entirely by 
the staff of t he Federal Power Commission, under tbe 
direction of the Commission ' s officers . 

Tile Federal Power COllllU.asion is today per­
forsing all the necessary defense power coordination 
functions with a lliniJlua of waste motion and friction. 
The Col!lllllsSion haa 1 • 

(1) Organiud the cooperative effort of 
public and private power agencies to meet the 
defense needs as they arise. Periodic confer­
ences have resulted in a steady flow of orders 
for hundreds of thousands of kilowatts of 
needed generating capacity} 
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(2) Planned the necessary emergency trans­
mission interconnections to coordinate the facilities 
of various power systems and hrougbt about their 
voluntary construction; 

(3) Prepared comprehensive eurveya of all 
major powar systems in terms of protection against 
hostile acts for use by the Army Inte.lligence and 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and is following 
up the surveys to see that tho recommendations ere 
carried out; 

(4) 1Aa1nte.1ned competenUy staffed regional 
offices to deal promptly with all defense power 
problems and coordinated its regional work with 
that of the Arm.y Corps Area Collllll8Ilders and Naval 
Districts in planning for the protection of 
ut111ties. 

(5) Organized and directed the great coopera­
tive effort to meet the critical power s ituation 
and assure the uninterrupted production of alumlnum 
in t he Southeast; 

(6) Provided the Priorities Division of tbe 
Office of Production Management with the be.sis for 
det ermining priorities on the manufacture of elec­
trical equipment; 

(7) Carried on a continuing survey of the 
power requirements and supply of over 201000 indus­
trial pl ants, representing about 80 per cent of the 
country's industrial l oad, as a be.sis for adminis­
tering power priorities where necessary; 

(8) Developed the necessary data to guide 
curteilment programs in such a ny as to cause the 
least dislocation; 

(9) Provided t he be.sic power supply data 
necessary to assist in t he location of new alum.inum, 
magnesium and other defense pl ant&J 

(10) Obtained ond is continuing to obtain from 
the Office of Production Management and other defense 
agencies the information necessary to determine in 
advance the demand for power, and ie translating such 
demands into requirements for new generoting capacity 
and recommending the necessary action; 

'· 
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(ll) Prepared comprehenllive plans for the 
additional generating facilities required by the 
defense progru, deaigned to keep the equii:aent 
manufecturers operating to their lllAXimum capacity. 

The Commission is continuing i ts defense power 
work along these lines under t he emergency authority 
provided in the Federal Power Act, suppJ.emented by the 
deta.iled directions contained in your letter to the Com­
mission dated June 14, 1940. Its staff i s experienced 
in dealing with all the complex pr oblems of power system 
operation. Under the extramely competent leadership of 
Major Thomas R. Tate, we are developing cooperative 
regional power planning to meet the emergency needs. 

The Department of the Interior bas no com­
parable staff organization experienced in dealing with 
the compJ.ex problems of the nation's power supply. In 
recent weeks, since i t bas taken an interest in the 
problem, the Department's staff has been drawing heavily 
upon this Commission for data and ideas. 

The proposed letter could not make any essen­
tial cbangea in the procedure for dealing with defense 
power supply without seriously interfering with the work. 
It would merely enable the Secretary of the Interior t o 
take over the Federal Power Commission and its staff, 
together with ot her Governmental. power agencies such as 
t he Tennessee Valley Authori.ty and the Rural Electrifi­
cation Administration . These agencies are now coopera­
ting fully with t he Commission in i ts defense power 
activities. 

This r ai ses the most serious issue in the 
whole proposal , The defense si tuation would be used 
as a device for bringing all Governmental power activi­
t ies under llr. Ickes a s Secretary of the Interior. To 
ma such a step seems i.Dconceivsble. 

I am j ust one of the group of men, in and 
out of Congress, wbo have for years worked to carry 
out your power policy, Soma have contri buted more , 
eome less, but altogether the results have been one of 
the important achievements of government in thi s gener­
ation and I can assure you that, outside of the Depart­
ment of the Interior, the feeling is unaniJDous that 
it would be a fetal mistake to place the power acti vi­
ties of the Government under the Secretary of the 
Interior , 
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If it appear• that addition.! authority 
over defense power aupply ia necessary, that authority 
should be given to the two agencies now parformin.g t he 
work, tho Office of Production Management and the Federal. 
Power Com:nis•ion, which already has the organization, the 
legielatJ.ve powers and the cooperative working relations 
with other agencies necessary to successful action. Tho 
two agencies are cooperating to the fullest possibl e 
extent in dealing with the problem and w1.ll furnish you 
with a sound basis of action should additional authority 
be required. 

Sincarely, 

~v<-< cflt.l. 
Chai.nun 

I f 
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J. E. lloore, Electric Bond • Share 
kllter L. Cieler, Public Serrtce Corp. ot Mew Jerae7 
C.11, lk;r:>tt, Connecticut V&lle7 Power !:ltcbance 
V .II. Jlerqui•, .&aaricen CH • Electric 
B. C. ill•, Stone • llabeter 
L.L. Bo•cb, CJ.ncl.nn&ti GH • Electric 
II. D. Ellel•, Boatoo ldiaon 
c.c. Farrall, Philadelphia Electric 
P. II. GH, Public Seroce Corp. of New Jar .. -, 
Carl r. John, Northern St&tea Power 
Georce II. Keenan, Pennsylvania Power• Light 
Harry Scott, Onion Blactric Compui-, ot llieaouri 
N. i&rle 11Ud, C-oc> .. altb Weon Co. ot Cbica&o 
P. Warren Brooks, CleYal&Dd Elect. Illuail>atine Co. (accorditlj: to 

1928 llecbancl.al Elli· Directory) 
llilae Care-,, VirgJ.n.ia Electric & Power (according to 1928 llech. Jlllg, Director-,) 
Cbt.rloe f'. lelle , lleet PllU1 Electric Co . • • • • • • 
Allen 11. L1111dstna, General Electric 
Alexander L. llitcbell, c .. buetion Corp. • 
Ftt.Alt llit•ber&, Detroit !lllieon, • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• • • 
• • • 

Jeaee L. Terr-,, JackeonYille Gas & ~Gae (prob&bl7 Chaae Nat•l Bank) 
11. J, Bt.ile7, TU 
EYerett Ealick, PPC 
llar7 T. Lottt, TVA 
J. Paul Abl.brandt 
Roelot Bl.oak 
Jobn II. Gr.-gan 
A. 8. Leonard 
Alexander llacomber 
Dudle7 Seld• 
A. II. llai.owright 
Her:un lleiaberg 

(Jl) 
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