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JAMES W.GERARD Yy
40 WaLL StREET B & / 2,
NEW YORK CITY ¢ ., il
Co ¢ o
TELEPHOME WiTEKALL #0000 b L. ‘f/f y
LA J_).Jp

My dear Franklin:

I have some more interesting information
about Germany but only to be confided to you next time
you invite me to lunch,- which I hope will be at Hyde
Park rather than Washington.

Of course, I promise not to attempt to
advise or criticise the work of the gentleman assistants.

At my last pleasant meeting with you,
you told me that you had been informed that the
Italians did not want to receive me as Ambassador ow-
ing to the influence of Hitler.

I am going to some pains to verify this
and 1f you were misinformed, somebody will have to
climb a tree.

I am resigning my post at nothing-a-year
as Collaborator of the Tourist Bureau in the Department
of the Interior, as I find that legally it cramps my
status in raising funds for some of our friends, -
a task that as usual I have been asked té6 take up.

I hope you are taking care of your health
and getting out of the debilitating climate of Washing-
ton as soon as possible. At any rate vary it by
gea and Potomac excursions.

Yours very sincerely, ngrj#f’
f e

V

The President,
The White House,
Wa Bhington' D: O



JAMES W.GERARD
a0 Wai, STerery

NEW YORR SiTY é
TELEPHDRE Wi TERALL @000 o} -

March 5, 1940,

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. g,
My dear Franklin:
Welcome to your constituency.

Pity that you could not have met

Mussolini at the Sargasso Sea and had & heart

to heart talk.

Welles' trip has somewhat clari-
fied the situation. You may remember that I
advocated this in a letter to you from Hot
Springs.

The only prospect for peace is to

zarsuada Hitler to turn against Russia and sat-

sfy his urge for "Lebensraum" with the pos-
session of the Ukraine.

Hope to see you sometime. g/ /

Yours ever 3 Lp-

JWG: EF Lo gt nli e
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JAMES W.GERARD
40 Warl Srager
NEW YORE CiTy

TELEFRONE WHITEHALL 400

My dear Franklin:

_July 2, jam.

Whoever receives the Democratic nomina-

tion will doubtles

8 experience,

"The fierce joy which warriors feel
In foemen worthy of their steel,®

I have known Willkie for ars, in
fact advised him to come here when was offered
the place as counsel to Commonwealth Southern.

Hope you
mediately for univ
service.

You have

come out definitely and im-
ersal military training or

been strong in your foreign

policy,- let the Republicans be the weak sisters,

Terrifie

events impend in !ur:xh lrﬂ.uh
&

will change the pleture here, and then

rush for defense,

We may have to g.rriaon Jamaica and

other islands, send help

Bouth America and per-

haps to Mexico - all requiring many men.

lrluiunmdnn, when I ran a mine
in Mexico (now finished), asked about the election
in Mexico said, "the cemetery returns are just

coming in.m
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The Nazis, I am told, have twenty-six
more or less secret airplane landing fields in
co.

Eeep your health and look out f
Fifth Column. -

Yours ever, &g’f

L

The President,
The White Emaé
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August 20 th;, 1940.

James W. Gerard, Esq.
New York City.
Dear Mr., Gerard:

I thank you so much for your kind letter of
June 19th. 8ince I wrote you, we have had the elections
here, and of course Avila Camacho was OFICIALLY the man,
who was elected, but most people think that Almezan was the
man, who won. And there is no doubt that if real honest
election was performed, Almazan would be elected. Now, most
likely, we will see two Congress lnstalled on Sept. 1st.,
and what then will happen is very hard to foresee, Jut that
SOMETHING will happen, that is unavoidable. The question 1s
only: WHEN, WILL IT BE A LONG AFFAIRE and WILL IT BE LIMITED
TO THE CAPITAL, without spreeding out in the countr 2

People here are dead tired of CJ and his
followers, and they consider that A, G?ﬁ§§kgnly continuation -
perpetuation of the C's regimen, so they are longing for some-
thingrthagm}s golng to bring in new PEOPLE and NEW Methodes,
and AW: the hope.

By the way Times returned me the article, with
many thanks, That is the first time that they disappolnted me,

and I still think that my Opus was worth prilnting.

R Rt - e s TERESRL Nt L LR T L N N e N - e
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FOR THE PRESIDENT

James W. Gerard, who 1s 111 with a cold,
telephoned the following message from New York:

"My impression is that John L. Lewls, while in Mexico
congratulated the Mexlcan government on having confis-
cltated the American oil property.

"NOTE: See my letter to the President in July--August
1939.

"There are over 904,000 American stockholders in these
companlies whose property was taken over and these companies
in sixteen years spent over $746,000,000 in the United
States for suprlies and machinery for their Mexlcan

grupartr,.all for the benefit and American labor and
usiness,

Mr. Gerard pointed out that the above information was

his "impression" which he believes 1is accurate, but
spitd these facts could be checked.

Tel and Tel
a.l1.
145pm/d
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RECEIVED
November 15, 1940. '
Dear Franklin:

Based on what delusion is Kennedy talking?
He evidently does not want to go baeck. Marshall Field
would make a snappy little Ambassador.

8i e

I understand, but please verify from Ord#nance
Department, that mercury is an essentlal to every cart-
ridge in the 1ittle cap at base. I saw in the papers
that Mexico had embargoed mercury to Japan and then,
after a few days, had taken embargo off. If the Japs
cannot get mercury, they cannot make cartridges. Mer-
cury 1s produced prineipally at Almaden in Spain and
New Idria in Italy, a little in Mexico, Texas and Cali-
fornia. There should be an embargo on all mercury to
Japan. Mexican mines could be bought.

. He: French Colonies

If you want a man to study the situation in
the French Colonies of Guiana and Martinique there is
a Captain Knox, American, a friend of one of my nephews.
Knox served several years in the French Foreign Leglon
as Captain, and, therefore, really speaks French and
would have access to French military people. I do not
know anﬁthing about him, but he has agglied for admission
to the Naval Intelligence. He could sent as Vice
Consul.

Re: Megxico and the

It is very important to have business rela-
tions with the countries to the south of us, but who
but the village fool would venture money in a mine or
an oil well, a ranch or in fact any buslness when sub-
Ject to impossible labor laws or govermmental confisca-

tion?
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Now 1s the golden moment to settle the
question of the expropriated American oil properties
in Mexico and Bolivia. I believe that the Mexican
oll workers themselves, now that the Mexican Govern-
ment has made an awful hashof ug;ration, would, with
a little careful illimination, themselves demand the
return of the propertles. An event which would mean
more tax money for the Mexican Government.

I like Mexico and the Mexicans. I was a
member of the Commission to attend the great Centen-
nial in 1910, and learned enough Spanish to wake the
speeches for our commission. On my return I organized
the "Mexico Society" now fallen into innocuous desue-
tude. From 1912, for sixteen years as president of a
family company, operated successfully a silver-gold
mine with our own town of 6,500 people. The father
and brothers of Madero were my pals.

In 1921, I went to Mexico as guest of Presi-
dent Obregon, whom we had not then recognized at the
time of another centennial. After Calles was elected
President, I made a short speech at a banguet to him
at the Waldorf and this speech Calles had reprinted in
all the Mexlcan papers. ?n it T said that this country
had been developed by foreign capital and instanced a
statement made by Stuyvesant Fish, president of the
Illinois Central Rallroad, who sald that when he be-
came President 80% of the stock was owned by foreigners
20% Americans, but at the end of his administration,
the figures were reversed. Calles! daughter stopped
with us at Newport and I gave her rlding lessons in
Central Park,

I sent an engineer to examine an alleged
mercury mine in Mexico the other day, but found condi-
tions are impossible for forelgn investment.

You hear much of foreign exploitation of
Mexican resources - all bunk. Probably, more money has
gone into Mexico than has come out. This mine I managed
was worked by the Mexican owners mining a rich streak
three feet wide and treating the ore by crushing in
horse driven stone rollers and mixing the crushed ore
with mercury in a patio where horses and mules driven
by a boy with a whip smalgamated the ore and the mercury
which took up the silver and gold. Wangaid the Mexleans
a high price, rediscovered the vein, and with machinery
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costing $500,000.00, worked sixty feet of the vein,
gave employment to thirteen hundred instead of one

hundred and fifty and much tax money to the Mexican
Govermnment.

You have the whip hand and can force a
grand settlement, thus encouraging American capital
and business ahiiity to go south to the Rio Grande.

It 1s now the dry season, so Wallace does
not need an umbrella.

Re: The Campaign

Roughly, I think our Democrats collected
about two million and spent or obligated the National
Committee for about five hundred thousand more which,
now that we have won, can be easily collected. I
think we need to reorganize the financial end, so that
we do not walt until a campaign starts to collect, etec.

I think Wayne Johnson did splendid work and
Flynn was quletly efficient.

Why don't you create two ministers without
portfolio to sit with the cablnet at two cents a year
and speak when spoken to? Offering one place to a
deserving Democrat, who will accept, and one to Willkie,
who will decline.

This letter is too long, hence I e ¢t no
answer.
(o

Yours ever,

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. C.

No Answer Expected.
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR
OFENERAL WAT3ON

I have told Jimmy Oerard
to come and lunch with me hnt,.i’::lt
untll after January twentleth.

For your informntion.

F. D. R.



Dear Jimmy:

- You are a Joy. I love your letter.
Do come and lunch with me but walt until after
January twentieth.

I expeot to curtall s11 the ceremonies,

stop the bullding of all the stands and ride to
the stepa of the Capltol on an 0ld mule accompanied
by the cotton plokers from ny Georgla farm. As
it will probably rain, I shall wear a bathing
sult only.

As ever yours,

Honorable James W. Oerard,
40 Wall Btreet,
Hew York, NHew York.

fdr/tmb



JAMES W.GERARD
40 Warl Stager
MEW TORR CITY

T PO T EEALL &8O

g WHITE HOUSE

December 11, 19&3'3 8 s AN g
RECEIVED

Dear Franklin:

I hope that you had a pleasant and suc-
cessful cruise.

Wild Suggestions, Very Wild

1 When & loan is made to Cuba, Argentine,
etec., make it in fggggl_gggﬂ, other nations must get
used to gold and it must get fashicnable,

II Offer Mussolini & billion dollars in
gold 1f he leaves the Axis. He will need it to choke

revolution if he makes separate peace. This is not
appeasement but strategy.

II11 Offer General Weygand s loan if he
makes North Africa a separate country and attacks

the Italians.

IV  Some of our silver might be ‘coinéd
- intc Maria Theresa dollars and given as & loah to Ibn
Saud of Saudl Arabis if he attacks Italians.

You have a splendid son in Franklin, Jr.
I had a long talk with him recently. I admire the way
he stood by his father in the last compaign, reminding
me of Prince Philip of France and King John at the

battle of Poitiers.

And writing in lighter vein of historical
gllusions, are there any innovations comtemplated by
Joe Davies for the coming coronation?

Someone might offer the gifts given at the
Coronation of an Emperor of the East: a little lighted
taper and a little vessel containing bones and ashes,
all to signify the brevity and vanity of human life.

Or clad in my coronation breeches, I might
head a division of Deserving Democrets, dressed in



The President, December 11, 1940.
Page 2.

parkas and wearing snow shoes, to show that they are
out 1n the cold. 8pecial salutes from them for Knox
and Stimson. :

Egéﬁ - That before I was in London fifteen
minutes, B am called on me and beyged me to wear
breeches,as he had always worn that garment.

Criticised bitingly by the "Chicago Tribune"
for complying. I remembered that Col.Robert McCormick!'s
father had been Ambassador or Minister to Russia and I
had a vague remembrance that he wore some sort of uniform.
At great pains and expense, I have finally obtained a
photograph of father McCormick in all the splendor of a
gold embossed diplomatic uniform, designed gr himself
a cute little sword and a cocked hat th ‘feathers, Oh,
so Jaunty, and on a sultable occasion, I shall spring it.

Herbert Hoover is working his usual and only
racket again. This question of foed for Europe should
be left to you and the State Department.

Kennedy, I think, is suffering from delusions

of grandeur and expects,at some moment he thinks timely,
to come forward as the Savior of the Republic.

You are probably too busy, but t you
ask me to lunch, I shall drop all and go. ’
2
i

Yours ever, L
ot

b,)"

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

No Answer Expected.
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March 13, 1941.

Dear Franklin: ﬁggﬂia
D Q swe

Frofessor Ernest Jackh, German, now visiting Research
Professor at Columbie, dined with us a few nights ago. He says:

I. a. That it is a wonderful thing that you,
who foresaw what would happen in Europe,
are the leader here.

b. That there will be no revolution in Germany.

Professor Jackh emigrated from Germany when Hitler came
to power in '33. He was quite an important man in the old
Germany and even under the Weimar Republic; was Professor at
Berlin University's Oriental Seminar, Founder of German-
Turklsh Assoclation, etc., and was Founder and President of
the Hochschule fuer Politik, etc., After emigrating worked
with British F, O,

II. Little Princess of Croy, who married Herman
Metz's son a few days ago, and who is a grand-
daughter of my predecessor Lelshman, and who
left Germany in Jamuary, was in at tea, She
glsc says that the people are satisfied with

' itler.

III. I suppose the Japanese, as in Russian war,
will attack suddenly without previous declaration
af war.

Japanese servants of a friend have been ordered to
Jepan.

That was not & very satisfactory lunch I had with you
and Baruch. Deserves a rain check, but I don't expect it -
you are much too busy, but was delighted to see how well you
lock and how well you bear the strain.

Your next contest will be with striking unions.
about & law or regulation that no alien shall be per
vote for strike in defense work or agitate for su

Lver yours,

V

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. 8.
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March 25, 1941.
Dear Franklin: Ihree Suggestions

I. No alien should be permitted to
strike, picket or agitate for strike on defense work.

ITI. Anyone on defense work who has been
exempted from the draft because employed on such
work, if he goes on strike, shall be returned to
the draft and his place taken by & soldier.

III. Any food sent as a gift to France
or Spain or any country must be distributed by
Americans from an American station - packages to be
marked with United States flag and marked "gift from
the people of America® - Americans employed in such
work to have diplomatic immunity.

Hope you are having a good vacation.
You deserve a holiday. ‘jfaﬁﬁffffﬁ

Yours ever,

The President, i

The White House
Washington, D. ¢.
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May 28, 1941.

Dear Franklin:

After hearing your speech last night, I tele-
phoned my congratulations - hope they gave you the
message. The speech was splendid - could not have
been better - strong and calm and determined and your
volce in excellent tone.

You have put your hand to the plough from which
it cannot be taken - therefore -

Take better care of your health, eat meat at
lunch and take a siesta afterwards - a very light
dinner after your swim and another nap.

Stop those desk lunches.

More power to you.

Ever yowurs,

o~
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JAMES W.GERARD Wy
40 Warl Stacer %}' 2 . ;{‘
MEW FORK CITY i {/? _,-E:_J "
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May 26, 1841, g, Ak
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Dear Franklin:

_ 1. Buggest for your fireside speech something
as follows, "It hes been suggested to me that an assoclation
be formed of Americans who will agree never to enter France
or purchase anything from there 1f the Vichy government gives
ald to Germany. I do not think this drastic step necessary
at present as I am sure that the French people would not
approve of any hostile act agesinst those who saved France in
the last war." =

2. In February of 1915 the Germans intimated to me
that they were ready to make peace. President Wilson referred
me to Colonel House who had been "fully instructed and com-
missioned® to act "in all these matters®™. Colonel House was
then in London and when I referred the matter to him, he
answered that the British were not ready to make peace. You
will find this set out in the "Road to War' by Walter Millis,
pages 138, 139 and 140.

The war went on, 7,000,000 died, uncounted millions
more from famine and the resuits of war and the whole world
thrown, perhaps permanently, into confusion.

Have you ever contemplated finding out whether or
not a ragsnnabla adjustment, not an appeasement, could be
made now.

3. Dr. Eurt Rieth, asccording to the newspapers, is
now in New York at the Waldorf Astoria. In 1929 he was in
the German Embassy in France with, I think, the rank of
Minister, and was later ,at.the time of the Dolfuss Affair,
German Minister to Austria. I know him but hesitdte to make

contact with him, not with any specific object in view
:ﬂiaas I have your approval. I would, of course, not dis-
cuss anything and only &< renew an acqualntance which might

later be useful.
Yours ever, _Q,,-J/

b

N A
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 24, 1941.

Dear Jimay:-
80 DO I!

F. D. R.



CD New York Jume 23 1941
The Proesident

Dear Franklin: Of course Iirf T do not agrea with whatever
poliey you adopt toward Russia T shsll ahut up because I
believe in unity and in your splendid forelgn policy. However

I think we should aid Russia on the principle of anything to
beat Hitler,

James W. Gerard,
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July 7, 1941,

Dear Franklim:

Continued congratulations on your foreign
policy.

1 go to Wheeler's country (Montana) this week
and may make some speeches. The Southwest later when
its ccoler.

Judging from Ickes' and Knox's statements,
I presume you are for what they advocate - if not,
please advise me through Harry Hooker.

My brother Julian has lost his Job in the
FHA. Won't you give him another? He thinks that he
is "out"™ because of brother Sumner's gyrations, for
which neither he nor I is responsible.

You once told me that Julian was doing a
very good job in the FHA.

Bhall also visit British Columbia - "There's
gold in them thar hills"™ - maybe,

And having restored my constitution and set
my affalrs in some sort of order, I may run for something
soon - Congress perhaps.

Take better care of your health, eat & lunch
and sleep after it and a 1light dinner. Iﬁltfl how
Germans became so efficient,- except that the dinner was

also big. ;
Yours ever, Q"f

b-

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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Fulllllihlg!tfnr oil we the “;itud Btates,
I know a 1little about oil t much - for the production,
refining and mar of oil 18 »-complicated and technical

business, i

And as President of = successful mine owned by
myself and family !n Mexico, end as a member of the United
Btates Commission to the Mexican Centennial in 1910, and
again as the guest of President Obregon at another Mexican
Centennial in 1981, I leerned a little sbout Mexico.

Right here I want to pause - some critic may say -
Il*_l:uu are one of those damned Yankees, those Gringo specu-
f
lators who exploit Mexico.

This mine belonged originally to a Mexicen family.
They worked a rich streak in the veiln a few feet wide., The
ore was prushed between stone rollers, the power furnished by
oxen and the erushed ore spread in a courtyard (patioc) mixed
with mercury, while on the wall sat a boy with a whip driving
about miles and horses whose, feet treading the crushed ore
méxed the mercury with the particles of gold and silver. Luteq
the mercury was taken up »nd the gold and silver separated Irnlﬁ

\
".

it.



We paid the Mexican family a big price. We found
the lost vein and instead of one hundred men or so as many
as eight hundred to thirteen hundred miners and workers
worked a vein sixty feet wide and delivered ore to our
modern, electrically driven mill which had cost a million

peBsos,

Many more men were employed, We hed a school and
a hospital, and naturally the more men employed the greater
the benefit to Mexican labor and the greater the benefit to
the Mexican shops and stores which sold goods to the laborers,
while the Mexican govermment and people benefited by the

increased taxes,

fi
' This was one example of what foreign capital and

f”!uraign technical knowledge can do to help the develdpment
" /'of a country, to help its laborers to better wages and better

/ living.

.,{ In the working of this mine, I discovered that
tgl Mexican worlmen were possessed of a high degree of intell-
Agence and I want them to use thatintelligence in studying this | o
little book.

I have no more interest in Mexieo. It became unpro-
fitable, with the fall in the price of silver, to work this
miné on a large scale, but individual workmen can still dig
out a little ore and so this year I handed the mine to the



THIS DOCUMENT IS THE BEST
AVAILABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL
EFFORT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO
INSURE LEGIBILITY.

faithful workmen and received the following letter from them;
ato Industrial de Trabajadores Mineros Metalurgicos Y Bimilares de la
Republica Mexicana '

COMITE EJECUTIVO GENERL

Telefonos: K = Xy J=0E-34
Av, Juares 40-20 Piso 4]l Contestar Sirvase Ctar
Pesssrsccsssnannnh
Num. 854 lﬂiﬂﬂl, D.F. ﬂf.l:-..u...uu-.-

Septiembre 18 de 1841.

A FAVOR DEL SENOR
JAMES W, GERARD,

Iranslatiopn

"We are plesmsed to give this letter of
reference for Mr. James W, ard with respect
to the matter between this Syndicate and the
Mining Enterprise represented by the said Mr.
Gerard, the final settlement of which resulted in
favor of the workers due to his valuable and willing
co-operation on his part before the authorities of
this country.

"Without any other matter pending for the
present, I reiterate to you my consideration and
respect.”

"EVOLUCION Y TRABAJO",
8RI0.ORAL,DE FOM.COOP,ACC,S80C,ECON,

J.ABCENCION MEDINA,

Now, I was led to examine the oil situation, because,
although the miners would like me and my friends to come once
more to Mexico to engage in mining possibly on some profit sharing
agresment with the workmen, I am afraid to risk a half pesoc in
Mexico, not only because of the continuous strikes and difficult

“Be

— — e w C e— | m———



labor laws, but because of the seisure by the Mexican government
of the oil properties legally a quired by the foreign companies
and developed by them,

Remember that the United States was developed by
foreign capital,

A short time before President Calles took office, I
made the following speech at a banquet given to him in New York:

"I wish that all of you here tonight were ae-
quainted with the great andmrvelous Empire to the
south of us which, after December lst, will have as
ist copstitutional head the distinguished patriot and
statesman who 1s our guest tonight.

¥As spokesman for the Mexican-American Chamber
of Commerce it is not inappropriate for me to speak
of the commercial development of Mexicoj of the
opportunities which exchange of commodities present
to both countries. Do you realise that the area of
Mexico is greater than Eﬂ. of the Btate of New York,
Pennsylvania, Holland, Belgi Switserland, Italy,
8pain and France, and that with its climate varied by
‘the altitude it produces the products of the temperate
and tropical smones.

"In 1823, we sent to Mexico $120,000,000 of goods
and imported from Mexico $139,000,000, We bought, for
instance, $50,000,000 worth of petroleum; $8,000,000
of hemequin, or sisal, which s the cord 't binds
the sheaves of wheat in the West) $17,000,000 of copper
and while the Mexicans are !and workers, iuinn hens
are not up to those of America for Mexico and Cuba together
ih:xn $4,500,000 worth of eggs in the United States.

eo produced in 1983 cne hundred and forty-seven
million barrels of oil, and is the greatest silver pro-
ducer of the World, its mountains being seamed with
veins of gold and silver and copper. There are hills
of fon ore and the fertile nulﬂ‘g:oam cotton, s ’
corn and, as I have said, most of produsts of bo
the north and south,

-4~
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: *"There are some things misunderstood in Mexico

about us, and we do not understand all the laws and ous-
toms of Mexice. The Mexicans surpass us, as do all

of the nations to the Bouth of us, in courtesy, - in that
old Castilian politeness which distinguishes every Latin
American, as well as in intellectusl oulture and in ad-
miration for literature and the arts, Perhaps the Latin
American countries err on that side of their edusation aml
do not send out their young men into the World practically
equipped for its battles.

"We hear much of our concessions in Mexico., By the
laws of Mexico, a man must obtain a concession to do some-
thing with his own property which he is at perfect liberty
to do in the United States, and the use of the word conces-
slon, instead of the word iiunu which is a better trans-
lation of the Mexican term, has given some of our politicians
here the ideu that Americans were obtaining favors from
the Mexican Govermment to which they were not entitled,

"Ihere 1s in Mexico scme prejudice against foreign
capital, This country was built up with foreign capital.
I remember that Mr, FPish, President of the Illinois Central,
told me that when he became President eighty per cent of
the capital stock of the company was omned abroad,
and that when he left the Illincis Central the
figures had been reversed, WNearly all of ts great
railroad systems in the United States and many of
our industries were built up with foreign capital,
and as we became more prospercus, we bought back from
the foreigners these enterpriges which had made us
a great country,

¥With the awakening of Mexico there are great
opportunities for foreign capital in Mexico, as the mass
of the pecple become more prosper:ous their needs increase,
They want everything now from neckties to alarm clocks
and the business men of America who wish to learn
of Mexico have only to address themselves to the Mexican-
American Chamber of Commerce so ably presided over ¥y
Mr. Alatristie, who has performed a wonderful work in

organizing our Chamber.

"I was in Mexieco in 1910 on the occasion of the One
Hundredth Anniversay of tls commencement of the Mexican
for independence. I was there as an envoy from this
ernment and I was in Mexicc apin im 1981 on the cccasion
of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the close of the Mexican
War for Independence, I was there on the invitation of

e



President Obregon, with that great diplomat of business
who presided over this banquet tonight. (Judge Gary)

*In those elwven years profound changes have occurred
in Mexico, The mass of the people have obtained both a
share of the government and are in the process of ob-
taining a share of the land, A middle class is
into being and without a middle class no country can attain
greatness, Beset by problems, attacked by revolutions,
Presktdent Obregon has performed a great task, and will
hand over to his successor, 111“& constitutionally, a
new Mexico. I noticed on the s visit a change in
the faces of the people. Their countenances no longer
stamped with tlank despair, a liberated people in 1981
took an interest in their Centennial and found that at
ﬂlt-ut::t their war of a hundred years before had not been

v

"Mr. President-Blect Calles we are delighted to
welcome you in New York; we wish youall success in your
administration. May you continue the good work initiated
by General Obregon and may you rule in a land where the
people are educated, happy and prosperous; each man who
desires it with a bit of land, each man seeing the door
of opportunity held open for ﬂh and his childrenj we
hope that you will preserve the right of private property,
mother <f those two beautiful children, Thrift Pros-
perity, and above all we hope that the friendship of
Mexico and the United States of America may eternally
endure,®

and I understand that he caused parts of this speech to appear
in many newspapers throughout Mexico.

Foreign capital does not injure a country. How

could 1it?

Now my wife and I have some stock in the companies

whose properties have been seized in Mexico - not much - and so
it 1s nevertheless my interest to hope that the properties
seized should be returned to the owners; but, I have a greater

interest than that.



I, and many other Americans, want to do business again
in Mexieo, to help develop tiat splendid, rich country, and by
80 doing help Mexico and 1ts workers, because the more employed,
the higher the wages. But how can we spend money and employ
technical talent, Mexicans, of course, in a country where our
property, lawfully acquired, may be seised by the government
and no adequate compensation given for it.

And good neighbors, how in hell can we in the United
States regard as a good neighbor a eountry which has deliberately
seized the property of our citizens?

Remember that there are over 904,000 stockholders in
the United States companies, the properties of which ln ve been
seized by a previous Meximn Government,

The Mexican Government has not been successful in
its operation of the stolen properties - not as many men are
employed as in the days of Gringo ownership. The Mexican
workmen themselves should take a hand in the dispute, should
make & long term contract with the American owner as to wages,
working conditions, ete., and should demand the return of the
properties to the Americans. Thus, not only helping themselves,
but encouraging American ecapital to come to Mexico and make
two great countries good neighbors ih fact, and on the solid
basis of honesty and mutual understanding,

I have confidence in the brains of the average

B



Nexican worker and I am sure that he will understand the

situation and act in his own interest which is also the
interest of the American owners,

P
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JAMES W.GERARD >
ATTORMEY AMD COUMBELLOR AT Law [ ~
40 WaLl STREET ‘||'ﬂ
HEW YORR BITY \{

TELEFEEEE WRITERALL 4-5808

October 1, 1941,

Dear Franklin:

WMJ?M In the
French Revolution prices and wages were fixed. This

legislation 1s well described by Ralph Eorngold in
his book "Robesplerre® as follows:

"The prices of 1790 were taken as a basis
and price of each commodity figured By
adding one-third to the price tien prevailing.
But 1t would have been impossible to fix
prices wlthout likewise fixing wages. Owing
to the fact that over a milllion men were in
the army and industry wes greatly stimulated
by the demands of the War O0ffice, the workmen
would have been in a position to keep forcing
up the wage scale, thus glarins havoe with the
legal scale of pricas. ages were fixed at
the 17290 level, plus not one-third, but one-
half. The standard of living of tﬁe working
classes was, therefore, officlally set at about
15 per cent above what 1t had been three years
before.

"As time went on, the workmen, realizing that

btut for the legal standard of wages they would
be able to get more (but falling to realize that
prices would immediately rise in proportiom),
became dlssatisfied.?

%3%;!35;Eg'§§ﬂiﬂél* 0il settlement should be
approache TOP&E among workers, who might be
guaranteed high wages if propertles returned to American
owners. I have not seen or heard from the Amerlcan owners

for months.

I recently turned over an almost played out
silver-gold mine in Mexico to the workers who wrote me
as follows:

"fe are pleased to give thls letter of reference
for Mr. James W. Gerard with r espect to the matter



/

Page 2.

between this Syndicate and the Mining En-
terprise represented by the said Mr. Gerard,
the final settlement of which resulted in
favor of the workers due to his valuable
and willing co-operation on his part before
the authorities of this country.

"Without any other matter pending for the
present, I reiterate to you my consideration
and respect.”®

and have asked me to join with them in development of
new mines on profit sharing basis.

A speech I made at a banquet some years ago
to President elect Calles here was sent by him all over
the Republic of Mexico. In it I referred to the
development of the United States by forelgn capital.

I am informed that the Mexlcan expro priations
were caused by fallure of United States companles to
continue advertising in Mexican papers. This agreement
not to continue advertising was made at a meeting of the

representatives of seven United States comp :)/

Yours very sincerely, Q

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SE torarg) on Coiree

March 20, 1943

F.D.R.
Read the end, He 1s very bitter.
E.R.




JAMES W. 0ERARD
ATTORMEY AND COUNBELLOR AT Law
AQ WiLL BTREET

HEW YORE QITY

TELEFHORE WSITERALL @-DOMD

March 18, 1943

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Do not read the enclosed.
File 1t.

Always my best wishes

A

to you. /
Yours very sincerely, Q

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevilt,
The White House -
Washington, D. é
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In 1920 James M. Cox and Franklin D. Roosevelt
had been nominated at San Francisco and until the end
of August no one seemed to consider how their campaign
was to be financed.

Then at the end of .August or first of
September I received from Cox a telegram asking me to

comply with a request which Pat Harrison would make.

The Demoeratic National Committee had opened
headquarters in the Grand Central Palace in New York.
There I saw Senator Pat Harrison who asked me, in the
name of the candidates, Cox and Roosevelt, to raise money
for the campaign and to be Chairman of the Finance
Committee. I agreed and immediately undertook this,
in that year, most discouraging work.

I never could get the Finance Committee even
to meet. The Treasurer's department was in the utmos t
confusion. Nevertheless with the aid of one Armenian,
the late Vahan Cardashian, I raised about Fleven Hundred
Thousand Dollars (of course, contributing myself) which
was enough to save the campaign from financial disgrace.

The only substantial aid I had was from
Mr. Jamieson (?) who raised, as T recall, about Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars by chain letters and clubs.

The Committee went in debt for something over Two Hundred



Thousand Dollars which was later paid off.

In 1924 the National Committee elected me
Treasurer and I spent the whole summer and autumn in
New York at this disagreeable work, not only doing the
Treasurer's work but helping Jesse Jones, who was
Chairman of the Finance Commiftau, in the raising of
funds (of course contributing myself).

In the 1928 campaign I was again Treasurer,
once more devoting a whole summer and autumn in New
York to the work and when Herbert Lehman, who was
Chairman of the Finance Committee, left headquarters
to run for Lieutenant CGovernor, I took over that work
also and raised a great sum of money (again, of course,
contributing myself). Raskob had run the party Two
Million Dollars in debt and after tﬂa campaign I worked
to help pay off some of that debt.

As early as 1931, I gave out interviews in
the Montana newspapers advocating the nomination of
Franklin D. Roosevelt. I remember giving 2100 to cne
editor in Montana, for his travelling expenses to help
the Roosevelt propaganda.

Whenever Louls Howe wanted money for his payroll
from me before the Convention, I gave. My checks show
about Four Thousand Dollars and I think some cash in

addition. The young lady who now works in the White House
il




and who worked for Louis Howe can confirm this and on
the floor of the Convention I gave W. W. Howes Eight
Hundred Dollars to keep the South Dakota delegation
entertained and in line for Roosevelt.

I voted on all questions (Chairman, etc.) with
the Roosevelt forces but voted once for Smith because
Curry demanded my vote, saying he had put me on as
delegate and he wanted a solid delegation and after all
I owed a courtesy vote to Smith having been Treasurer
and Chairman of the Finance Committee in his campaign.
In any event there seemed to be plenty of time to change
and with good effect.

 After the Convention I was on the Executive
Committee. I had to go to the hospital for a ma jor
operation before election but gave Forbes Morgan a check
for Thirteen Thousand Dollars from my hospital bed.

In 1934 the party was in sad financial straits
and I was again called in to head the Finance Committee
and in April and May I went to Washington and consulted
with Jesse Jones, Farley, Hopkins and also with Franklin
D. Roosevelt and lunched with him and thereafter spent
money, time and effort to keep the party going.

In 1936 I was Honorary Chairman of the Finance
Committee and raised money contributing a large sum
myself, not only to the party but to the Good Neighbor

-, =




League at the express request of Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The author of "Sixty Families" says I gave over Fifty
Thousand Dollars. I think from this should be sub-
tracted Four Thousand Dollars. Otherwise I think it is
about right.

In 1940 I was again Honorary Chairman of the
Finance Committee, brought the Brewers in line but was
laid up with gall bladder infection before the end of
the campaign. I resigned as Arbitrator to take this job
because of the Hatch Act.

During all this time I contributed large
amounts to local organizations and to the campaigns of
Senators Bulow, Jim Hamilton Lewis, Wheeler (think of it),
Pat Harrison, Key Pittman, Wagner, Guffey, Bulkley,
McKellar, McAdoo, etec.

In 1940 I even gave One Thousand dollars to
help publish a little book which advocated a third term
and was called "Ropsevelt Again'”.

In 1942 I contributed One Thousand Dollars in
all to help Senators Herring, Prentiss Brown, Schwars:
Murray and Congressman White - none of whom, except

White, seemed to have any chance.




PER CONTRA

The election of '32 over Cordell Hull called
me on the telephone and offered me the Argentine. I
considered it and would have gone because I believe I
could do some work there but as my wife then spent part
of each day with her mother (then 80) and as her mother
refused to go to the Argentine and we could not leave
her behind I was forced to deeline. The Argentine was
quite a comedown after Berlin and my work there, without
considering dll my work for the party.

I was offered Russia but for nine months only
(in writing - letter from Hull). oOf course, I immediately
declined. Was anyone else so limited?

I was given a chance to wear short pants for
five days at the Coronation of George VI.

I was named at nothing a year one of the
arbitrators (or reporters rather) under the Bryan Treaty
with Great Britain., When I wrote the President to thank
him I saild it was a Job exactly equivalent to a job to
pick the flower off a Century plant - nothing had
happened under the Treaty for twenty-five years and
nothing would happen, and I resigned the job (if you can
call it such) to work as Honorary Chairman of the Finance
Committee in the '40 campaign, a Job undertaken at the

special request of the Chairman of the National Committee,
-5




the Hatch Act making my resignation necessary.

I was promised Italy as soon as Breck Long
should resign. Promise was formally given to Wagner
and Farley, but without a word to them or to me,
Phillips was sent.

I spoke of this to Franklin and he said,
"Maybe Kennedy will soon resign". He did and a
Republican got the place.

And in fact a line of Republicans and persons
who never worked for the party or for Franklin ocecupy

high places.



THE WHITE HOUSE {"/(JJ '
WASHINGTON g}

May 13, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
8.T.E.

Will you speak to me about
this but do something about it in

the meantime?
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ATTORMEY AWD COUNSELLOR AT Law
4] XiEast Firrv-sevesTH STRECT
HEW YORR CiTY¥ 22

TELEFSORE FLdtd 4-2500

May 4, 1944,

Dear Franklin:

The prinecipal film companies of this country are the
Universal, Fox, Columbia, R.K.0., Paramount, M.G.M., Loew,
United Artists and Warner Bros.

Will Hays has been the Grand Marshall and Impressario
of this group for many years.

I have heard that Will Hays is o retire on a pension
of $100,000 for 1ife and that Eric Johnson is to be chosen to

take his place.

Johnson in this position would mean handing over per-
haps the greatest propaganda machine in this country to the
. Republican Party. ©Someone ought to reason with the motion
pleture people set forth above and thelr cholce should be some
great independent, retiring educator or manager of that type
rather than one who will engage with personal ambitions in
political contests and propaganda. ﬂirfff

Yours very sincerely,
o
The President,
The White House

Washington, D, c. }-,ZM MeeLI) berey

W
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iy THE WHITE HOUSE {
WASHINGTON

June 12, 1944,

NENCRANDUM FOR
8,I.R,

¥ill you be good enocugh %o
read the attached ecorrespondsnce and

mi.mhmmm_

the lines of Jimmy Byrnes' memorandum
of Juns Tirst for the President's
signature?

r.D.R,
Correspondence from Hon. James W. . Gerard,

in reference to & letter which he wants to
send to the President, in re Tourth Term.




June 1, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE BESIDENT
FROMy JAMES F. BYRNES

Itmhnhtmmmt
lwdin;orm;htmuhmnhd
mwmmuumumunrum. When he [re-
ssnted 1t to ‘othur porsons for signature, if od

Can't you express I;i-ut argreclation and state that fop
Wm‘mmrmwmtlmummn approval of
baving sent to yourself so flattering a lotter?

J-rln‘



Fleo. Cornear "G "
/45/:- T

June 13, 1944

Dear Jimmy;:

1 cortainly appreciate your
guod wishes end thoughtfulness in
Burgasting that mroposed lottar,

lewaver on refleotion I
think 1t woull de very uswise for me
to az.rsss any upn roval == or indesd
reactlon of any kind -- to the projeet.
I sm sute thot you will undorvstand
position as vell as mr -ratitude for
your intcrest,

With kndest regards,

Very siuseraly yours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Hoparable James . Gorard
41 zast Fifty-seventh Street
New Tork 22, Tiew York



JAMES W. GERARD

el Uy e
&,
MEW YORR iTY 28 ! :";"’ e
TELEFRERE PLALS B-3008 Fid' ﬁ_f"’#
¢ F.r‘,.‘.._ ity ’;‘f‘.}
June 13, 1944.
Dear Franklin:

Concerning that proposed letter which I sent
yous:

If approved, I think the time to send it to
you would be immediately or & few days after the ad journ-
ment of the Republican Comvention, and then it should be
given out by the White House. (Best Publicity).

I am an unpledged delegate from New York, occupy
no office, and in last campaign was Honorary Chairman of
Finance Committee of N tional Committee and I suppose that
s§till holds.

If that letter or a similar one is sent signed
by more than one, no one should 81gn who 1s an office
holder.

Yours ever, ‘A

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON .

June 12 ,-18544,

HEHCRANDUM FOR
B.I.R,

Will you be good enough to

. read the attached correspondence and

prepare a reply to Jimmy Gerard nlﬁng
the lines of Jimny Byrnes' memorandum
of June first for the Presldent's
elgnature?

F.D.R,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 9, 1941,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

What Jimmy Gerard 1s asking
you is whether you wish him to send you
this top letter as ls, revlised, expanded

L
¥

or not sent at all, I take 1t he thinks
it would be helpful and I suppose he wants
to give it out,

36T
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JAMES W. GERARD Wi W
ATTORMEY AND COUNSELLOR AT Law .\Ii “‘ w
4-1 .hlr FIFTY-SEVENTH STHEET : % 1:1
NEW YORR CITY 22 3} 9 tﬂiﬁ
TELEFROEL FLALA §-2200 Q\E'

Jmﬂ E, 194'4-

Dear Franklin:

I. You will of course let me know through |
Harry Hooker or otherwise if you approve the proposed JJ
letter I sent you and whether you want it sent you and |

when and how.

II. A friend of mine had a long talk with Willkie
a few days ago. He says that W, said that Dewey cannot
carry New York, nor can Bricker - (Perhaps to be taken in
connection wdth the fable of the fox and the grapes.)

Also, that W. said that ' could not understand
how Dewey, candidate fr President, could find it possible
to sign the bills restrieting stockholders in action against

directors.
W., probably, still has hopes.
Yours ever, /
ﬁ L&
The President,

The White House,
Washington, D. C,

JWG:EF
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May “. 1944.

HON. JAMES F. BYRNES

What do you think?

F. D. R,

Transaitting co letter which the
President received from Hon. James W. Gerard,
5/23/44, with copy of the enclomire. Original
retained Tor our files.



JAMES W. GERARD ﬂ.“ii-_'l'l.'-"'
ATTORMEY AMO COUNBELLOR AT Law S :
Bl EasT FIFTY-BEVENTH STAEET - '||I'|L TR
WEW YORK CITY R Jay LI )
e am N

FELEFRGEE FLAds §-SESE

Dear Franklin:

I enclose a new draft of proposed letter
I sent you with changes to meet any critfcism from
students of history. This letter might be sigy

by several persons.
Yours ever, %

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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JAMES W. OCRARD
ATTORMEY AND COUMBELLOM AT Law
B EAST FiFrTY-SEVENTH STREEY
NEW YORR CITY 22

TELEFSEOAR PLATA BoRHDOD

May 23, 1944.

Dear Franklin:

Never before in all history have the flames of
war reached at once every quarter of the globe.

Never before in all our existence have the men
of our Army and Navy fought at once from the snows of Greenland
and Iceland to the jungles of the Southern Seas, from the Alps
to the Himalayas, from the gates of Rome to the temples of
Calcutta, fighting to preserve our own liberty and that of the
civilized world from the most cruel, most ruthless people who
ever attempted the conquest and enslavement of the world.

Were this a period of peace, you would have well
earned the right to retire, the right to enjoy well deserved
leisure in which you could recall all that you have accomplished
not only for the good of our own country and its under priviligné
but those measures and policies which have so redounded to the
honor and glory of our United States of America.

But there is one right which all our fighting
soldiers and sailors from the lowest to the highest do not
possess and that is to resign, to leave the fight, to abandon
their comrades in the face of the enemy, and you, our Commander
in Chief, you who hold all the complicated strings which make
up the net of our defense, of our power to win this war and
destroy the enemies of our and all elvilization, you have no
more right to retire than has the latest recruit in our Army
or Navy. Our power to strike must not be disrupted by the
absence of our Chief, our power to negotiate must not be weakened
by substituting for you and your di;lnmatic aldes, who have met
and consulted with all the chiefs of our allies, a new executive
ignorant of the diplomatic and economic problems which you are
in process of solving.



The President

May 23, 1944,
Page 2.

It is true that our first President set the
example of retiring after two terms of service, but in that
connection we must remember that we were then at peace and
that he had accomplished with glory his great task and that
as there had been advanced a proposition to make him King,
the acceptance of another term might have led our people to
believe that he aspired to head a Monarchy which was, at that
period, the sole form of government in the world with the
exception of Switzerland, the Venetian Republic which fell in
May, 1797, the so-called French Republic then ruled by five
adventurers and about to fall under the bluodinsWay of Napoleon
and the two tiny republics of San Marino and dorra, only
pin points on the map.

Precedents fail in this unprecedented world
whirlpool of war and confusion.

With reference to our home front, remember that
Woodrow Wilson wrote:

L]

"Some of the biggest men in the United States
in the field of commerce and manufactures, are afraid
of somebody, are afraid of something. They know that
there is a power somewhere so organized, so subtle, so
watchful, so interlocked, so complete, so pervasive,
that they had better not speak above their breath when
they speak in condemnation of it."

The recent acts of the Republican Legislature and
Governor in the State of New York, in practically depriving a
stockholder of the right to hold crooked company directors to
account, show that that sinister power of which Woodrow Wilsen
wrote is unce more active, is once more seeking the oIportunity
to tear, unrestrained, at the vitals of our economic life, once
more to exploit the little people of our country., You have
fought to protect us from those who would agaln seize the
financial power of this country, their heads are bloody but



The President

May 23, 1944,
Page 3.

unbowed, and we need your continued leadership against these
domestic enemies.

No, you cannot retire, you cannot leave the battle
line. You must once more sacrifice your ease for the benefit
of all our people, for the benaefit of civilization and the
poor and oppressed of all the earth.

Yours very sincerely,

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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Bear Jimmy!

_ﬁthnmm
1letter of yours and T an Saking 1% wp with
Sob Hannegan in a fay or twe, :

T hope %o 808 you soen.

With every best wish,

Always sinesrely,

w}“. 1944,

FRANKLIN B¢ BGOSEVELL

Honorable James ¥, l-'rll.’*'
Eant [ ml
York g2, N, X,

&



Nay 18, 1944,

Dear Beb: (oyiees

Here are two from Jismy
Gerard whish I thisk are well werth your
reading. As you kmew, he 15 always & fine
014 stanayy,

Tou might see hia soms day when
you are ia Bew Yerk.

Always sincerely,

FRAMKLIN D, ROUSEVELE



JAMES W. GERARD

ATTORNEY AMD COUNBELLOR AT LAW
# B EAST FIFTY-SEVENTH STAEET

MEW YORK CITY 22

TELEFSONE PLild 0-2000

May 15, 1944.

Dear Franklin:

Never before in all histery have the flames of
war reached at once every quarter of the globe.

Never before in all our existence have the men
of our Army and Navy fought at once from the snows of Greenland
and Iceland to the jungles of the Southern Seas, from the Alps
to the Himalayas, from the gates of Rome to the temples of
Calcutta, fighting to preserve our own liberty and that of the
civilized world from the most cruel, most ruthless people who
ever attempted the conquest and enslavement of the world.

Were this a period of peace, wyou would have well
earned the right to retire, the right to enjoy well deaurvﬁd
leisure in which you could recall all that you have accompiished,
not only for the good of our own country and its under priviliged
but thos® measures and policies which have so redounded to the
honor and glory of our United States of America.

But there is one right which all our fighting
soldiers and saillors from the lowest to the highest do not
possess and that i1s to resign, to leave the fight, to abandon
their comrades in the face of the enemy, and you, our Commander
in Chief, you who hold all the complicated strings which make
up the net of our defense, of our power to win this war and
destroy the enemies of our and all civilization, you have no
more right to retire than has the latest recruit in our Army
or Navy. Our power to strike must not be disrupted by the
absence of our Chief, our power to negotlate must not be weakened
by substituting for you and your diglnmatic aldes, who have met
and consulted with all the chiefs of our allies, a new executive
ignorant of the diplomatic and economic problems which you are

in process of solving.

"l
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The President

May 15, 1944,
Page 2.

It is true that our first President set the
example of retiring after two terms of service, but in that
connection we must remember that we were then at peace and
that he had accomplished with glory his great task and that
as there had been advanced a proposition to make him King,
the acceptance of another term might have led our people to
believe that he aspired to head a Monarchy which was, at that
pericd, the sole form of government in the world.

Precedents fail in this unprecedented world
whirlpool of war and confusion.

With reference to our home front, remember that
Woodrow Wilson wrote:

"Some of the biggest men in the United States
in the field of commerce and manufactures, are afraid
of somebody, are afraid of something. They know that
there 1s a power somewhere so organized, so subtle, so
watchful, so interlocked, so complete, so pervasive,
that they had better not speak above their breath when
they speak in condemnation of 1t."

The recent acts of the Republican Legislature and
Governor in the State of New York, in practically depriving a
stockholder of the right to hold croocked company directors to
account, to which I shall refer in detail in a later letter,
show that that sinister power of which Woodrow Wilson wrote is
once more active, is once more seeking the opportunity to tear,
unrestrained, at the vitals of our economic life, once more to
exploit the little people of our country. You have fought to
protect us from those who would again seize the finaneial power
of this country, thelr heads are bloody but unbowed, and we
need your continued leadership against these domestic enemies.

x9%



The President
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No, you cannot retire, you damnot leave the battle
line. You must once more sacrifice your ease for the benefit
of all our people, for the benefit of civilization and the
poor and oppressed of all the earth.

Yours very sincerely,

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. 6.



JAMES W. GERARD
ATTORMEY AMD COUNBELLOR AT Law
#p ¥ Enst Aty sevenTH STREET
MEW YORK CITY 22

TELESSONE FLbls B-0800

May 15, 1944.

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Franklin: /

I. The enclosed is subject, of course, to
consultation, revision, expansion, or annihilation.

ITI. I think that the recent Jefferson dinner ;ﬁf
and appeal for party funds shows that some to whom you A
have assigned prominent parts, by failing to be counted  x29M
as Democrats, want to run with the hare and hunt with the

hounds.

III. I have a very simple theory of control ‘fﬁé:n}’.u
of the radio.

IV. A lot of campaign work and organiZation ‘ﬂq,
should commence now.

Yours ever,

(o

JWG : MT



OFFICE OF WAR MOBILIZATION

WASHINGTON, DC
June 1, 1944

James F. Byrnes
Clirector

MEMORANDUM FOH: THE HRRESIDENT
FROM: JAMES F. BYRNES

It seems to me thet you could not afford to approve the
sending of such a letter as is suggested by Gerard. You cannot
rely upon anyone eonsidering it in confidence. When he pre=
sented it to other persons for signature, if they asked if
it would embarrass you, he would be tempted to glve assurance
of approval. Those things get out.

Can't you express great apprecimtion and state that for
very obvious reasons you would mot like to express approval of
having sent to yourself so flattering a lettar?




May 23, 1944.

Dear Franklin:

I enclose & new draft of proposed letter I sent
you with changes to meet any criticism from students of
history. This letter might be signed by several persons.

Yours ever,

/8/ James W. Gerard

The President,
The White House,
Wm’ D. C.



May 23, 1944,

Dear Franklin:

Never before in all history have the flames of
war reached at once every gquarter of the globe.

Never before in all our existence have the men
of our Army and Navy fought at once from the snows of Greenland
and Iceland to the Jungles of the Southern Seas, from the Alps
to the Himalayas, from the gates of Rome to the temples of
Calcutta, fighting to preserve our own liberty and that of the
civilized world from the most cruel, most ruthless people who
ever attempted the conguest and enslavement of the world.

Were this a pericd of peace, you would have well
earned the right to retire, the right to enjoy well deserved
leisure in which you could recall all that you have accomplished,
not only for the good of our own country and its under priviliged
but those measures and policies which have so redounded to the
honor and glory of our United States of America,

But there is one right which all our fighting
soldiers and sailors from the lowest to the highest do not
possess and fhat is to resign, to leave the fight, to abandon
their comrades in the face of the enemy, and you, our Commander
in Chief, you who hold all the complicated strings which make
up the net of our defense, of our power to win this war and
destroy the enemies of our and all eivilization, you have no
more right to retire than has the latest recruit in our Army
or Navy. Our power to strike must not be disrupted by the
absence of our Chief, our power to negotiate must not be weakened
by substituting for you and your diplomatic aides, who have met
and consulted with all the chiefs of our allies, a new executive
ignorant of the diplomatic and economic problems which you are

in process of solving,

It is true that our first FPresident set the
example of retiring after two terms of service, but in that
connection we must remember that we were then at peace and
that he had accomplished with glory his great task and that
as there had been advanced a proposition to make him King,
the acceptance of another term might have led our pecple to



The Fresident

May 23, 1944,
Page 2.

believe that he asplired to head a Monarchy which was, at that
period, the sole form of government in the world with the
exception of Switzerland, the Venetian Republic which fell in
May, 1797, the so-called French Republic then ruled by five
adventurers and about to fall under the bloody sway of Napoleon
and the two tiny republics of San Marino and Andorra, only

pin points on the map.

Precedents fail in this unprecedented world
whirlpool of war and confusion.

With reference to our home front, remember that
Woodrow Wilson wrote:

ngome of the biggest men in the United States
in the field of commerce and manufactures, are afraid
of somebody, are afraid of something. They know that
there is a power somewhere so organized, so subtle, so
watchful, so interlocked, so complete, so pervasive,
that they had better not speak above their breath when
they speak in condemnation of it."

The recent acts of the Republican Legislature and
Governor in the State of New York, in practically depriving a
stockholder of the right to held crooked company directors to
account, show that that sinister power of which Woodrow lWilson
wrote is once more active, is once more seeking the opportunity
to tear, unrestrained, at the vitals of our economic life, once
more to exploit the little people of our country. You have
fought to protect us trom those who would again seize the
financial power of this country, their heads are bloody but
unbowed, and we need your continued leadership against these
domestic enemies.



The President
May 23, 1944,
Page 3.

No, you cannct retire, you cannot leave the battle
line. You must cnce more sacrifice Your ease for the benafit
of all our people, for the benefit of civilization and the
poor and oppressed of all the earth.

Yours very sincerely,

The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington, D. (.



B /gauus( %,,f

ATTORNEY AND COUMBELLOR AT Law

Al EanT FiFTv-pEvENTH STREET
NEW YORK CITY 22
TELEFMONE Fiils §-2000

Juna 26, 1944.

Dear Franklin:

Never before in all history have the flames of
war reeched at onece evsry quarter of the globe.

Never before in all our existence have the men
of our Army and Navy fought at once from the snows of Gresnlsand
and Tceland to the Jjungles of the Southern Seas, from the Alps
to the Himelayss, from the gates of Rome to the temples of
Calecutts, fighting to preserve our own liberty and that of the
civilized world from the most cruel, most ruthless people who
ever attempted the conjuest and enslavement of the world.

Were this a psriod of peace, you would have well
earned the right to retire, the right to enjoy well deserved
leisure in which you could recall all that you have accomplished,
not only for the good of our own country and its under priviliged
but those messures and poliecies which have so redounded to the
honor &nd glory of our United States of America.

But there is one rignt which all our fighting
soldiers and sailors from the lowest to the highest do not
possess and that is to resign, to leave the fight, to sbandon
their comrades in the face of the enemy, &nd you, our Commender
in Chief, you who hold 81l t:e complicated strings which meke
up the net of our defense, of our power to win this war and
destroy the enemies of our and all ceivilization, you have no
more right to retire than has the latest recrult in our Army
or Navy. Our power to strike must not be disrupted by the
ebsence of our Chief, our pover Lo negotiste must not be weakened
by substituting faryou and your diplomatic aides, who have met
&ind consulted with all the chiefs of our allies, a new executive
lgnorent of the diplometic and economic problems which you are
in process of solving.

It is true that our first President set the example
of retiring after two terms of service, but in that connection
we must remember thet we were them at pe&ace and that he had
accomplished with glory his great task end that as there had been
edvenced & proposition to meke him King, the acceptunce of another
term might heve led our people to believe that he aspired to head
& Monarchy whigh was, at that period, the sole form of government
in the world with the exception of Switzerland, the Venetien Republic
which fell in May, 1797, the so-called French Republic then ruled
by five adventurers and about to fall under the bloodr sway of




+ The President Page 2.

Napoleon and the two tiny republics of EBan Marino and
Andorra, only pin pointes on the map.

Precedents fall in this unprecedented world
whirlpool of war and confusion.

With reference to our nome front, remember that
Woodrow Wilson wrote:

"Some of the biggest men in the United Btates
in the field of commerce and manufactures, are afraid
of somebody, are afraid of something. They lnow thot
there iz & power somewhere so orgénized, so subtle, so
watchful, so interlocked, so complete, so pervasive,
that they had better not speak above their breath when
they speak in condemnation of it."

The recent acts of the Republican Legislature and
Governor in the State of New York, in practically depriving a
stockholder of the right to hold crocked company directors to
account, show that that sinister power of which Woodrow Wilson
wrote is once more active, is once more seeking the opportunity
to tear, unrestrained, at the vitals of our economic life, once
more to exploit the little people of our country. XYou heve
fought to protect us from those who would again s=ize the
finaneial power of this country, they are chastened but not
repentant, and we need your continued leadership ageinst these
domestic snemles.

No, you cannot retire, you cannot leave the battle
line. You must once more sscrifice vour esse for the benefit
of all our people, for the benefit of civilization and the
poor and oppressed of all the earth.

Yours very sincere%/

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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PSFY. W, Benaedllinloner %"

‘July 13, 1044

Dear Jimsyt

Just a line %2 thank you very
much for youres of July #leventh.

The wiee men dowm here vanted
me t> reply s¥relgit to Hsanegan.

I am off for a ahort time, but
hope to sae you econ arter I get Laek.

7K

Honorable Jamos W. Gersrd
4l ‘as® Fifty-seventh itreet,
Hew York 22, YNew York. rd¢/ tab
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JAMES W. GERARD L an ‘e )
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ATTORKEY AND tﬂ'l.lﬂl-ll.l.ﬂ. AT Law '2.5 h“
41 EAsT FiFTY-SEVENTH STRECET }1 l\l 2 I:!I
WEW YORK CITY 22 ..\';fit'ut

TELEFWOEE SLAld §-3009

July 11, 1944,

Dear Franklin:

: The Assoclated Fress just called me to say
that Hannagnﬁ says that you are in & receptive mood as
regards the ‘residency. I said that I had always expected
it and was for you.

I think the letter I sent you 1s a darned
good letter,-if you give IT nu% you EIgﬁt leave out the
part about ﬁeorga Washington and republics.

I think if Wallace 1s turned down that Barkley
or Rayburn or Stettinius would strengthen the ticket.
Barkley's little rebellion would help.

Winant is a Republican and the Democratic workers
would show little enthusiasm in getting ocut the vote if he
1s on the ticket.

Please, in your acceptance speech stress the
importance of the right of private property. There is no such
thing as the Capitalistic System, as President bButler has
well said, only the right of private progerty.

Please, stress the fact that you have
saved the insurance money of the widow and the orphan from

being turned into monkey money by inflation. T omen
will decide this election.

Yours wever, sa/f
L, i

The Fresident, (Ej

The White House
Washington, D. 6.
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August 21, 194L.

Dear Jimmy: -

That 1s an interesting letter of yours
of August eighteenth. I am asking Francis biddle,
the Attorney General, or one of his trusted peonle
to see you and talk it over.

My best to you.

Always sincerely,

"F.D.R."

r

¥
Honorable James W. Gerard,
The Mommouth,
Soring Lake,
New Jeraev.

(g eopy op mama v b fitd 7. prickle fotder e-44,)



{ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

august 21, 1944.

MPMOPANTIUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GFNFRAL

I think it would be a good
idea for yvou to see Jimmy Cerard
at your gonvenience. If you
arafer, vyou could ask Fahy or
somebody else, 1u.yﬁur confidence,

to see him.

F.D.R.

Note from Hon. James W. Gerard, the
Yonmouth, Spring Lake, N.J., 8-17-44,
to the President, with typewrltten ltr.
2-18-44 from Mr. Gerard, in re U.S,
Steel and the Coudert bills which were
nagged by a Republican Legialature

anl signed by Gov. Dewey, after he had
rafused a public hearing.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Beptember 6, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SLCRETARY OF THE THEASURY:

This maybe rather a dead
issue but I would like to know if the
facts are substantially correct, because
I might put it into a short paragraph :
as an exauple of what Dewey might return
us to.
F.D.h.



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON

*September L, 194l
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I am returning herewith the letter to you from
Ambagsador Gerard and the attached meuoranﬁum.

I have had the matter which Ambassador Gerard
raises looked into. Thie apoears to be just one of
cuite a number of questionable deals in the Twenties
which involved Latin American bonds. The general
subject wae aired publicly in the early Thirties and
resulted in the enactment of the Corporation of Foreign
Eondholders Act of 1933 and certain portions of the %
Securities Act of 1933. The spvecific matter referred
to by the Ambagsador wae, moreover, the subject of
extensive litigation in the New York courts.

This seems to me to be a rather "dead" issue.

BUY
wwrrn

]
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Soms yesars bask, when the buying public was even
m-:ulubhﬂunﬂ,l.hlnunlh.mmnplﬂlm
a serles of Mexican reilway bonds to the suskers. The male
was accompanied by the usual advertising fanfare, and the name
of Morgan was enough to bring the buyera a-running,

Time passed, and Mexieo defaulted on its railway
bonds and other obligations. Then one day in the 1920%s, Dwight
Horrow closed up his desk at J, P, Margan's and went to Uexise
as Asbassador. Sometime thersafter, J., P, Morgan & Co.
unotupusly announesd that 1t &u. after all, feel an nhligation
to those who bought the bonds on its recomesndation and would
redee them in the greatness of its gensrosity at around 24,
The market price then was in the neighborhood of %14, In the
ensuing rush J. P. & Co, obtained pessession of rractically the

antire issue,

This princely gesture was soan followsd b annoumce-
ment that Ambassador Morrow had persuaded thes Maxisan Govt, to
redeom some of its bomds at $65 on the $100, There was great
applause, but no ane seemed to notice that of all the Mexican
bonds in default the only ones to be redeemed were thosewhigh
4. Fu Morgan & Co, in its honorablas genarosity had bought back
at 324 each. FProfit to J, P, & Co. - $41 the bond .

This story was unoarthed and verified at the time
At never published in full form. Oceasional aly refersnces
have appeared roc time to time in finanoial gosslp columna,
Cmics have suggested that the Morrow appointment as Ambassader
was engineerod solely to put tho bond deal over,
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. THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON

Amgust 21, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY:

Will you run this down?

Fote from Hon. Jeames W, Gerard, The Monmouth,
Snring Leke, NaJ., 8/17//4, to the President,
anclosing carbon of n memorendum in re series

of Haxican reilway bonds which were sold by

JeP. Morgan & Co. some years ngo. Mr. Gerard
miggests that this information be iven out sbout
two weeks bafore the election, #s it would

ke vietory certain.



Honorable Jamzes W, Qerard,
41 Bast 57T@n Street,
New York, N. Y.



Piel” WHLVE HUUSE

JAMES W. GERARD
ATTORMEY AND COUNSELLOR AT Law m z B uo m ‘“
4l EanT FIFTY-BEVENTH STREET ' ‘tECEWEI‘J

MEW YORK QITY 22

TELAFSOEE PLAs B-3055

September 30, 1944.

Dear Franklin:

Two old maestros ride again - but rather
late.

Two days ago at Headquarters they moved the
furniture out of Mr. Hannegan's reception room and moved in
a desk for Ed Flynn who will put ginger and experience in
the campailgn.

And I am asked to head a finance committee
to deal with the sordid question of what will be used for
money by H.Q. in this campaign. DBut sleeping on this I
think it better to help quietly just as if I were in my
old position rather than assume a position which might make
Pauley, the Treasurer, although he makes the renuest, feel
that his plans and his prestige had been interfered with.

You see, in every campaign there has always
been a Finance Committee which was supposed to get in the
money which was then held and spent by the Treasurer.

' In this campaign no Finance Committee has
up to now been apgninted. A beautiful chart was made on
vwhich the United States was divided into "regions" from
which local financial "gauleiters" were to send in money,
but up to a week ago when H, Hooker went with me to H.Q.
no "gauleiter" had been appointed for this region. And
there seemed to be a general expectation that yellow back
bills will drop like Manna from Heaven.

However, this plan was amended and some
"gaulelters" retained and in some states, including New York,
a committee appointed. I am honorary chairman of the New
York Committee, the chairman being a lawyer named Frank
Adams who seems energetic and hard working. The New York
quota is $370,000.00.

8o far only $#123,000.00 has come in from the
nation, of whiech %20,000.00 came from one Bay who hoped to
be Minister to Norway and 210,000.00 from Sam Goldwyn, the
ir. Malaprop of Hollywood, and his wife. This %123,000.00
includes the receipts of the New York Committee.




Page 2
Beptnmﬁar 30, 1944.

Your diplomats are not stepping up to the
Captain's office. Breck Long gave $1,000.00, Steinhardt
$3,000.00 and I did not notice any others and these were
small considering their appointments.

The present budget is at least #1,250,000.00 -
$750,000.00 for radio. Some of the radio for small stations
must be cash down.

We can spend, by law, three millions if we
get 1t.

Everything was started late. For instance,
Adams was asked on September 15th to come from California
and head the New York Committee. Meantime, possible donors
have been called on by the committees for candidates for
Senator, Representatives and local candidates and Dubinsky
and his Liberal Party have been collecting for that party.

However, vou will undoubtedly be elected -
surely if you use the dope I have furnished you, Eidil:;/

and Hannegan.
Yours ever, &#

The President,
The White Eouaaé

Washington, D.

P.S5. I see you have been in conference with Frank Sinatra
(the Voice) and one Toots Shor (is it male or femalae?).
Perhaps the Voice will give a concert to help out and
Toots (male or female) can take the tickets.




November 1, 1944.

Dear Jimmys

I am glad to have your letter with

l-thﬁllmmuh-vm
such I appreciate all that you have done and
are doing, and I do want to ses you soon to
talk about many things. |

Ny best to you.

As ever,

u;ﬂgﬂ

Henorable James W,
Pifty-seventh
""mu‘wu. ..!—
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41 EAsT FIFTY- SEVENTH BTREET ;EEW ).
L1

NEW YORR QITY 22
TELERSANE PLATE B 3082

October 25, 1944.

Dear Franklin:

You are lucky in having Ed Flynn installed at
Eaadquagtara.

The collection of cash was started somewhat
late with no central finance committee or chairman. I
wrote Hannegan a long time ago offering my invaluable
services but heard nothing. You see the P.A.C., the Liberal
Party, Jo Davidson and the artists, etec., and other groups
were early in the fleld milking possible contributors.

In any event, I always found in the past that
contributors liked to be asked from headquarters and con-
tribute to headquarters rather than contribute to some one
assigned to collect in the locality.

John Smith when asked by Richard Roe, his
neighbor, to contribute always said to himself, "why should
I give the contribution to him, - he will get the ecredit".
Whereas the prospect, if asked from headquarters, could
show the letter or personal telegram and say "these people
in New York know me, - I shall have to contribute". Merely
a questioh of Freudian psychology.

1 Your diplomats, etc., seem to think that they
were appointed by Saint Peter. I wrote you Steinhardt had
given 23,000.00. He also gave 22,000.00 to the State fumd -
not much to big advertising. Phillips refused any substantial
contribution and Caffery (known to his staff as the Monarch)
when asked by Pauley said that he was a career diplomat and
refused.

Speaking of Caffery reminds me that a great
problem of after the war will be a rush of German emigrants
to Southern Brazil and Argentina to help the foundation of
a great Nazi state in those latitudes.

I do not, of course, know the inside but it
seems to me a calamity that Aranha in Brazil, pro American,
was forced out of office.



October 25, 1944,
Page 2.

Curran is making a strong campaign against
Wagner. You helped the latter immeasurably last Saturday.
I gave $3,000.00 to Wagner and sent $2,000.00 to help
Barkley who has a hard fight in Kentucky and sent a little
money to Idaho which is rather doubtful. I also gave 3,000.00
to Ed Laughlin to help Tammany get auE the vote; also, con-
tributions to New Mexico and Indiana (to Jackson of the
Convention) and other small contributions lccallg and to
Pepper and Hill for their Erim&r}r campaigns - $10,300.00 in
all. (With Mrs. Gerard helping on account of the Hatch Act.)

I am sure that you will be elected. In the New-
reels theatres here and through the country 19 in all there
are boards with Roosevelt and Dewey buttons. Up to yesterday,
about 456,000 Roosevelt buttons had been taken, 321,000 Dewey.
I stood for some time in the lobbies of these theatres here
and noticed the solid looking people taking Roosevelt buttons.

You certainly seem to be an all’:;iﬁhar sailor.
Y -
ours ever, J;gf
lo

fore

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. G.
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