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DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE

NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING . L"’P’

WASHINGTON M

1ES A . FARLEY WUM
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENIIAL V :

Iy dear Committeeman,

You may remember receiving a personel letter from
tre President eerly in the campaign four years ago in which
he expreesed his peliet that while members of tne State or-
canirations must loyally cooperate and support the organiza-
tion on every occasion, the real work of getting voters to
tne polle 1s after all, actually done by the local committee-
men, whom he felt had not received sufricient personal recog-
nition and attention in the past by the leaders of the party.

The President is very much impressed with the plan
of the Good Neignbor League. Thie is a strictly non-partisan
Organization which confinds its activities to issuing non-
pPertisan booklets from time to time meeting the misstatements
end propaganda gotten out oy the Repunlican Netional orgeniza-
tion and other opponents of the adoption of the Good Neighbor
principle in government. He feels tnat our best chance of
gsuccese lies in the public becoming thorougnly iniormed as to
what is the trutn anc that any movement or this kind deserves
the support of tune party.

Frow what he has geen of tnese proposed publications,

e is convinced they will help to this end and the National
Committee has ordered a considersole cuantity which it is
anxious 10 place actually in the hands of thoee who need educa-
tion in these matters.

Amonget the verious ways of achieving wice distribu-
tion with the least expendipures of Tunds is the establishing
of Distrioution Centers for the litersture we have purchased,
ana we nave decided to try it out in a2 few states to see if it
WOTrks., From sucn recorde as we have ot the work of the active
ana conscientious local-cormitteemen, the Preeident has selected
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YOur nams eo you cen count it as an officlal recognition
of all you heve done for uc.

Whet we want is for you to eelect two places in
Jour cletrics, prefersoly Crug or tobacco storee, where the
Proprietors are sufilelently interested in our lﬁbnnal to
Put up tle enclosed cerd on = prominent counter, togetaer
witn coout twenty-:ive coples

woulu like to have
vhat these cardes ar

of the booklete. Aleo we
you keep weton of these centers and see
e Teally
Tecuests there are for addit

kept in elght and how Lany
lonal coples,

It ie iwportant that we start at this immediately
B0 will you select your two stores mnd mail the nemes and
aLireésses Lo we personally es I want to look over these with
tne Preeidenxz.

I need hardly tell you how thoroughly the President
i convined that the succese of the last

campalgn wes due
0 tif zetivitles of the locel co.nictesumen.,
I think the enclosed papere explain what we want
the storeleepers to do witoout tekin., up your tiwe with
Iurthier explanaticue.
T

Plenee teke tliese esmples to the etorekecpere so
et he will uncerstanc just whot he is esked to do,
You can cles genu in apolicotious for membersn
or lor wooklete to the Leegue from your friende.
Till wien to .icowe nedoers of the Good Neign
eltod. . of course, thie 18 no nert of the De
izetlon cawvel q.

Je siwply onnrove of
ligrujons enc are w
coen,

ips
Many people
cor League
wooratic Organ-

their idees and pub-
willin: to nelp trem in eny emell waY wWe

Laxe 1t cleay {o your proposed dis
aEE notuln, fo

riputer that this
-0 witi tae Dewoeratic Mrticunl Cowwdittes or
ite ca.peipn cosmittes,

[

UL Nnges

e PUE to sews me ot tne earliest poeeicle moment
SIL auGresees you neave selected.

Yourr very truly,

Chalrwman
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GOOD NEIGHBOR LEAOUE \é
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These are furnished without nlug: and additenal coples
oan be ntumum'mly to the Segretary of the
COOD NEIGHROR s T e D -

L B B

GO0D NEIGHBOR LEAGUE

is a NON-PARTISAN association of those who believe in making
the thu:l.ph of the 000D NEIGHBOR $he fundamengal polioy
of the government, Ihere aze po duss,

The GOOD NEIGHBOR

GOOD NEIGHBOR LEAGUE

feels they oan best help the omuss issulng from time to
time authoritative statements of f conceraing:~

1. What is the New Deal?
8. What has it done?

]
~
)
%
£
3. Whst {e it trying to dot =
It is the belief of the mesmbers that what the public needs i
are fzote and mot Propaganda. :
2
™
=
<3
E
«_E:r
=
N

A small button is fa¥ulshed members by friends of ¥he League
without cost.

The only obligation undertaken by members is that they will
endeavor to personally distribute five copies of every pub-
lication to their friemds.

Membership lpgll.ﬂl‘ﬂﬂ blanks cen be obtained at thies place.
no o

There s ligation beyond dletribut five coples of
thie u““m-i.& no dues, direct or irect, of any kind,
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Publications)

8o far these publications have been arranged fori

;. i What is the nt: .'dll se of t§=.1it Di:: at
ome abroad as contained o Annual ssage Congress
by President Roosevelt.
The entire message will be given s0 as to make
this a valuable reference book.,

3 The Constitution of the United States with an ab-
stract of recent court decisions affect the New Deal and
pointing out the olauses in the Constitution referred to by
the Court. Also an authentic none tisan hissory of the
o} 858 of the Oonstitution as set forth in the prooeedings
of the Constitutional Convention rhowing from the debases
themselves the reasons why the various clauses were inserted.

By a professor who ie recognized as an expert

on the history of the Constitution., This 1s

& valuable permanent reference book.

Se The New Yardstick by which the real cost of the
manufacture and sale of electricity can be eetablished for
the use of the various Public Service Regulatory Commissions
throughout the country.
That this Yardstick will meecsure and why it is
needed will be explained in a non~partisan way.

4. OCivil Service and what cen be done to et large
aumbere of competent admiristretore of relief and po forth
without the present long delay hefore they can be tsken in
by civil eervice,
This is one of the most important problems of
the prceent dey end the whole trutk of the Civil
Service in regarde to relief ectivities will be
et forth by rlfurfu end it will contein a etete-
ment by theCivil Service Commission itself,

6. hpflying the pringiples of the 2ood Keighbor pelioy
ebroad as well as at home.
By the Precident of the Psn, Americen Leegue
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

RE: PROPOSAL FOR A SERIES OF ADMINISTRATION BROADCASTS

If the proposed eight broadeasts from Government Depart-
ments could be made as an educational rather than a political pre-
sentation I believe the idea would be excellent.

However, I do not believe that that is possible:

1) Regardless of the actual non-politieal character
of the speeches, they would be violently interpreted as a New Deal
campalgn broadside.

2) That interpretation would unquestionably force
the broadecasting companies to allot equal time to the oppositiom.

I am, therefore, against the idea as suggested,

As an alternative, however, I believe it would be poseible
to put over the same program without making any snnouncement of
the plan but simply by arranging un-relsted time on the air for the
selected speakers. Once it is determined who is to spesk I know
that I could arrange the schedule in such a way as to arouse no sus-
picion that this is & ¢oncerted presentation.

r-
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The President suggested before he left
that I send him in Miami of the actual copy on the
pamphlete which we have prepared. Rather than do that,

I am sending herewith a comprehensive report on the
whole picture. If you think the actual copy on pamphlets
already finished should be sent to him, I can do that too.

We are, of course, printing no pamphlets
which have not first received his 0.K.




I want to make a brief report as to some of my activi-

ties.

1. LITERATURE
A)- Pamphlets Copy for the following pamphlets
ie already in hand:

"The Kind of Constitution th
ed to Write" by Dr. Charles A. Beard.

"Do You Want This Kind of en America?" (The
objectives of the present Administration revesl-
ed in gquotations from the President.)

t t."
(Classified attacks upon the President paralleled
with quotations of identical attacks made from
the same sources on Washington, Jefferson,
Jackson, Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt.)

"Corn Wallace" by Rollo Walter Brown. (&n
interpretive study of the Secretary of Agricul-
ture which we are preparing to syndicate in farm
Jowrnals and later publish as a pamphlet.

"The Stake of the Church in the New Deal."
(A study of the soclal and economic declarations
of the churches paralleled with the lah:l.mtn
of the present Administrationm.)

B)- Pamphlets in the Course of Preparation:

" by Jay Franklin. (On one
page we have "the story" as told in an opposi-
tion newspaper and on the opposite page "the
facts®, covering some 20 ma jor boondoggles.

- " by Maxine Davis.
(Stories from 1ife of people who have been re-
habilitated by New Deal umdertakings.



"A_Guide Book to the New Deal." (A deserip-
tion of each New Deal agency - why it came into be-
ing - what it was designed to do - and how much it
has achieved.

"These Are the Answers." (A list of major
New Deal Criticisms with factual answers.)

"Ihe Educational Stake in the New Deal."

Plane are ready for the publication of the first
issue of a weekly New Deal newspaper. This paper
will not officially be under the Democratic Nation-
al Committee, our feeling being that, however much
the Committee may use the paper, it will have more
influence if its editorial base is broader.

For the first issue C. C. Beall, illustrator
for Collier's, and Tony Sarg are helping us with 11-
lustrative material. In addition to drawings, we
will make gemerous use of photographs perhaps hav-
ing a two-page spread of them in the center of the
paper - the assumption being that the New Deal fum-
dmntnn;ilast.ur;nfpoophmthtmtatoq
can best be told by photographs.

The first isesue will contain a 1,500 word in-
stallment of Dr. Beard's Constftution article, ome
of Maxine Davis' "These Are the New Deal" stories,
the first installment of Van Loon's "The Roosevelt
Era", and-a sample of Franklin's "Boondoggling"
stories., Beall has prepared for us a perfectly
marvelous drawing for the fromt cover.



Suggested titles for the paper are:

FELLOW CITIZENS ‘
THE AMERICAN CITIZEN
FORWARD AMERICA
- LOOKTNG FORWARD

We will have here the kind of a publication which
will make an impression om the newsstands and will provide, I
‘believe, something new in the way of campaign literaturs.

2. COMMITTEE OF ONE

. A mailing of 15,000 letters which provide
samples for some 10 different lists selected by Mr. Hurja went
out last week on the Committee of One. Returns to date indicate
that although this letter went out cold and without any official
sponsor, we will have a 12 to 15 per cent reply. After these re-
turns are analyszed we will immediately secure a small committee
to go on the letterhead of the Committee of One, make a large
mailing and follow that with leads and suggested activities for
these enrolled individuals. Before the end of April we should
certainly have 100,000 people enrolled in this organizatiom.

The members of the Committee of One will be available not only
for literature distribution and personal work, but can be used

for precinet organiszation.

Co—chairmen of the Good Neighbor League
are to be Ueorge Foster Peabody and Miss Lillian Wald, We. have
already secured the following individuals for our Board:

Bishop Edger Blake
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church

Mrs. Geline MacDonald Bowman
Former President of the Business and Profession-
al Women's Club



T A

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt
Dr. James William Crabtree
‘Headquarters Representative of the World
- Federation of Education Associations
Dr. Frank Porter Graham
Presldent of the University of North Carolina
Clifford V.
Editor, The Prairle Farmer
George M. Harrison
President of the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks
Dr. John A. Lapp %
Former President of the Nationsl Conference of
Social Work
Dr. Henry Goddard Leach
Editer, The Forum Magazin
Rabbi Morris S. Lazaron :
George Fort Milton
Publisher, The Chattancoga News
Mrs. Percy V. Pennybacker
Former President, General Federation of Women's
Clube
Angus Roy Shannon
La

wWyer
Dr. W. A. Sutton .
" Superintendent of Schools, Atlanta, Georgia, and
former President of the National Education Associ-
ation

By the end of this week the Board will be completed

with about twenty people.

It is our plan to send Dr. Beard's Constitution pam-

phlet and the pamphlet on "Do You Want This Kind of an America?"
under the auspices of the Good Neighbor League. Prior to that,
however, we expect to have a public statement of the aims and pur-
poses of the League, an announcement of its Board and, we hope, an

endorsement
to selected

from you. This will be followed by a large mailing
lists asking for individual enrollment.



4. GHURGH GROVPS

Last week a conference was held in my
office of the following church leaders:

Dr. Russell J. Clinchy
Pastor of the Congregational Church
Washington, D. C.

Dr. Johm A. Lapp
Formerly Director, Soclal Action De-
partment of the National Catholic Welfare
Council

Rabbi Morris S, Lagaron
Baltimore, Maryland

Dr. J. A. MacCallum
Pastor of the Walnut Street Church
Philadelphia, Penna.

Dr. John MacDowell
Secretary, Board of National Missions of
the Presbyterlan Churches in the United
States

Dr. R. A. MacGowan
Assistant Director, Social Action Depart-
ment of the National Catholie Welfare
Comeil i =t

Dr. Ross W. Sanderson
Secretary of the Baltimore Federation of
Churches

Dr. William Stidger
School of Theology, Boston University

That group - all of them enthusiastic for the New

Deal - outlined certain definite things that we can do including
literature, coverage of church conferences, enrollment of indi-

vidusl preachers, ete. These plans are under way.

conference.

The following further suggestion came out of this
Protestants, Catholics and Jews all have national

bodies assigned to speak on social and economic problems. It was
proposed that a joint statement compiled from the declaration of
these officlal groups be prepared and signed by the elected heads-
Protestanta, Catholics and Jews of these official organizations.
This statement would simply be a declaration to the church people
of America that here, in this political year, 1s where the

churches stand on certain great issuss which will be before the

two parties.



It was proposed also that a delegation, represen-
tative of these three groups, seek to lay their statement of the
principles before the platform makers of the two political par-
ties. I encouraged this idee and Dr. Stelsle hae taken steps
-Mehnthinkindiuhitnuhmhdﬁrnm. Measured by
the standards of the churches, Ihnumdﬂtutnnhinhpht—
form will most closely approximate their desires in these matters.

From various sources a list of ministers, whose ac-
tive cooperation can be pounted upon, ie being compiled. We al-
-dyhvemtnmmmmuum-un, and I think it
will expand rapidly. We expect to personally contact of these
ministers, provide them with material and enlist their activity in
mfuumtmhonnlrdm.

5. IHE JEWISE GROUP

humwodfwkidqnmiq,lmilﬂd, at which some twenty
Jews, representing various Jewish gEroups and lmomn to be friend-
1y to the New Deal, will be present. They are prepared to cover
the Jewish press both English and Yiddish to form and finance
commi ttees, tnuiumqudinnmhﬁ; of ways to carry on
under their own lesadership.

6. IEACHERS

On Monday, March 30th, I met with a group
of educstors at the Willard Hotel, invited by Mr. Marshall Diggs.
Present werei X

Dr. Willis Anderson Sutton
Superintendent of Schools
Atlanta, Georgia

Dr. Jﬂuﬂ. Rosier
President, State Teachers College
Fairmont, West Virginia :

Dr. Lampkin

State Superintendent of Schools X
Rlchmond, Virginia



STANLEY HIGH
MunsEY
WasHINGTON

This group is now organizing a nationally repre-
sentative committee of public school men, and they suggested a
number of immediate steps to be taken and they are already under
way . Thueull-gngmupahnuldbahmﬂadupunhly,mm
preliminary organization of which has been placed in the hands
of Dr. Rollo Brown, of Harvard. Dr. Brom 1s making a swing
West as far as Des Moines to see a number of other people, and
he will have a completed committee of college educators and
presidents upon his returm.

7. NEGROES

I have had a preliminary conference
with Elder Michaux about an approach to the religious organiza-
tions of the negroes. Next week we expect to have a conference
of several negro church leaders at which time this approach to
the colored population will be more definitely outlined.

Stanley High
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

r. D. R,



THE KIPLINGER WASHINGTON LETTER

THE KIPLINGER WASHINGTON AGENCY
MATIONAL FRESS BLDG.. WASHINGTON. D. C.

Dear Sir: lllhiﬂh’_ﬂ_._“tﬂl‘mi April 26, 1936..

If Guffey mot is held constitutional, it will result next year
(net this year) in ensctment of comparable speciml acts for & oumber of
leading industries, establishing government control of hours-k-wages.

+ these immediate results:
: will be talked in & few regions,
but are not likely to develop.

. Few coal bill will be presented to Congress, mot much different
from Guffey mct. It probably will not pass now, despite strike talk.
This will not disappoint the administration, which prefers promises of
industry regulation as campaign issus to actual accomplished regulation.

t i 1 next week, but mo actual strike,
beceuse government intervention will forece an agreement. Congressional
inquiry inte anthracite companiss will be proposed, if strike develops.

Ellenbogen bill to regulate textile industry will make progress,
regardless of Ouffey mot declsion, but enaoctment this year is improbable,
There's too miuch division of sentiment about it. AFofL is only lukewarm,

({Long-reange effects of Guffey decision, - see last weak's Letter.)

of 55 may be delayed to second week in June.
June 1 adjournment sgems impossible, due to taxes, relief, other issues.
Demoorats, keeping Congress in session during Republican eonvention,
can gountermct the sounding board effect of the Republiocan convention.

Taxes: House bill, now made public, has 238 pages, ¥-in. thick,

many grotesguely complex tables, involved language. Tax authorities
who have studied reveous bills for years don't pretend to understand it.

taxed at unnﬂ.suntnnr mt.l ir {a} 50% or more n.f thur ntuk ta owned by
another gorporation, and (b) 80% or more of gross ingome is from dividends,
Not just utility holding companies, but holding companies inm all lines,
Corporations thus taxed would have to revamp corporate form immediately,
or give up practically all income to government. Thus death sentence.
Many multiple-layer holding companies could not revamp enough to escape.
It is these at which the tax reformers are alming sspecially.

Thus, & consistent contimuation of administration hostility to
gomplex corporate structures. An extended applicatiom of the primciple
amnrnd last year to pmuu hnld!.n‘ gompanies. A mixture nt the

' smtt ﬂl]. m Iinun plan, but will lnu some mduml.md
[ « Corporations with complex forms
should pﬂpl.ﬂ for a nﬂnﬂ h.l.n. hut lt!.u a h:l.n.

Senate aa-l.ttn hll miﬂ -.1 wltr monltn tht Ilun hin.
Ine reason is that senators can't understand it, and say so privately.

COPTRIGNT, 1RBE, L W. &
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+ probably will raise the
corporation rate, and add experimental tax on undistributed earnings.

i House bill too messy, too uncertain on
revenue yield, especially next year when the revenue is sorely needed,
too provocative of business dislocations in eritical recovery period,

. 8 bstitutes for proces 8: House is dodging
them. Senate will vote them ONLY if President insists., It is doubtful
whether he will insist strongly enough to put them in the fimal bill,
The political election arguments and pressures are all against them.

[} [:] 85 on orted oils, fats, eggs, s hes, or on
domestic oleomargarine, regardless of action on the other excise taxes.
This appraisal is fairly dependable, is important to many business lines,

Win 1 certain. Senate will.revise it but keep. it.
Of course it won't yield more than a fraction of the revenue estimated.
Its purpose is not fiscal, but political, = theme for tampaign speeches,
For fuller discussion of tax bill and tax praspects, see our

Tax Letter of today, April 25, or write us for it.

ti pr imination bills, Robinson-Patman and others,
have gained a lot of Support among copgressmen during the past week,
Much FEELING is being generated, - mainly anti-momopoly feeling.
Prospects are slightly on the side of enactment of some MILD measure.
" Food-%-drugs: President éxpects to send strong message for it.
This alone will not force enactment, but it will inecrease chances.
Members of Congress feel-that the bill is "popular,"

- New organized pressure for public works, perhaps 300 millions,
is developing, - by combination of liberals and construction industry.
It probably will not come out of the 1% billiens for relief and WPA, but
would be IN ADDITION, and beyond the budget as Planned. Roosevelt is
technically opposed, but probably will neot fight it openly,

Wagner housing bill probably can't pass, just because there's
S0 much division of policy within New Deal on WHAT to do on housing.
There's much inexcusable floundering around on housing,

Farm mortgages: Land bank rate, now 3%%, will go to 4% July 1.
There's new agitation for Wheeler bill, to continue the 34% rate, but
its chances are doubtful. Also new Stirrings in Congress for the
Frazier-Lemke bill, (farm mortgage, greenbacks, inflation).
: It may come to tha. but there's NO chance of enactment,

: uiry has become flagrantly ex parte. Communications

Commission will get orders next week from high quarters to relax on

ATET, 'to change inquiry methods. Complaints from telephone stockholders

are coming via Democratic party channels. Politicians are getting the

idea that the inguiry hurts election chances, Commission will oblige,.
Power policies:- Little dams at headwaters, more for floods than

for power, promoted by Morris Cooke of REA, seem to be gaining favor in

Congress, - as against dominant big dam policy of Norris-IVA-Roosevelt,

APPLIED study of how agu‘ial Security affects various industries,
"Handbook of the Labor Factors in Investments®, the best study to date,

may be obtained by writing Dow, Jones and Co,, 44 Broad St., N.Y., 25¢,
It is more practical than any of the government reports, whigh are faney.



Ihis year's drought is mors serious than officiels say publicly.
Dust bowl of Kansas, parts of Oklshoma, Texas, Colorade, extending imto
southern Illinois and Indisna, - moisture deficiency in this area.
Hinter wheat and western cotton may be materially affected.
are problematic. If rain soon, income
will hold up, as expected. If no rain soon, income will be out.

J wvill try to "lay off Roosevelt,"
Speakers at anoual meeting have been told to aveid spirit of bitterness.
Most will, some won't. Those who don't will get the newspaper headlines,

hamber raa. doesn't represent Big Business or Big We lth,
Big Business loocks down on Chamber. Big Wealth looks for representation
to temporary- propagenda organizations, aired by BElack lobby committes.

w to 8 will be Chamber theme,
Nothing will result, except & committes to study and cooperate.

- of fi have not changed much
in the past few weeks. All expressions are qualified by ifs-k-ands,
but they sound these notes: ro ing 1938,
England will continue efforts to work out an sgrosment with Germany.
France will mot fight unless England agrees, or unless Germany attacks,
Italy's Ethiopian wictory is hollow, im view of precarious economia
situation within Italy. Italy's internal troubles way break out soon.

o 1 » perhaps within next few weeks,
perhaps delayed soms months. Shook of French devaluation to Amarican
oarkets will be temporary, not seriocus, not continuing.

further d (probably), as result of French
devaluation. There are no official assurances of this, but all the
unofficial talk is that our government will leave the dellar where it is.

We_haw [ t abilizati currency. . Most of the talk
ebout the nesd of stabilization means the need of insurance against some
future change. The chances are against change.

Hull's trade agreement policy will be challenged by figures on
international balance of payments scon (NOT delayed for poliey reasons).
They will show inerease of unfavorable trade balance position, - more
lmports than exports. This will help Peek, who is veering Republican.
But administration thinks it can FROVE ultimate benefits of Hull policy.

FPolitical kidding: Conservative Demoorats are passing the word
that Roosev onge gtion, wi it and .
and "quite satisfactory to business.® HNote Roper mext week on this,
Liberals are passing the word through their own pet channels

that Roosevelt gelected, will " h eforms."
- There are all shades of truth and untruth in these whispers,

but it is our opinion that the liberals are closer to the real truth.

Conservative Republicans are passing the word to business men
that 1 will be "shockingl ", that it will be
dictated by Borah, but that platform mustn't be taken too seriously.

Borah, by New Deal standards, is highly conservative.

Opponents of Landon, who seems 2-to-1 the nominee, are saying

Opponents of Landon are acourate in their appraisal of him.



fovernment prepaganda influence gn the press: Issue is active
vithin Weshinston end among newspaper publishers, due to recent incidents
vhich the press feels restreiped from publishing, dus to "confideatial®
nature of discussions betwpen high officisls and the publisbers.

Fact: Ome very high official tells publishers ®off the regord"
(thus preventing publicatiom) that they should gcarry "straight news"
from Washington. (®Straight news® comsists largely of the thimgs which <
offieimls do, say, or report. Straight news negessarily reflects largely
the views of the administration in power.) _ =

Faot: He advised sgainst "columnists” and named some of them.
(Columnists add to the straight news the sloments of comment, judgment,
weighting, oriticism. Most are able, homest end thoughtful,)

Fapt: Democratio publicity organizatiom, whioh is hand-in-glove
¥ith the government, is attacking publicly those columnists who are
adversely eritical of the New Deal, either regularly or oocasionally.
Demooratic organiszation is refraining from attasking those columnists
who are regarded as "frisndly® to the New Deal.

Fact: Most of the chief government publiocity men {scores of them)
are appointed through the Democeratic party propaganda director, and their
publieity policies for the government are often suggested by him,

Paotr Oovernment pubdlioity men get looal directors of federal
agencies to write letters to editors of local mewspapers. The letters
ere identical. Thus, government opsrates a ohain propaganda of its own,

Fact: Oovernment sees nothing wrong with any of these practices.

Radio, through which the press power is being diminished,
ean not be fully trusted, because it gets its life-or-death licenses
from a government authority, which under any administration i3 APT to
be partisan, and whioch under this sdministration IS partisan.

Views, based on years of observation of successive regimes:
»lio government is ALWAYS right. This epplies to present and past.
Go o .
The present government is making some gestures in this directionm.
Propaganda o government and o party should not be in the
same hands, or conjoined, as they are under the current administration.
Press propaganda on contreversial issues, en which the public
bas not yet made up its mind, should not be financed by the government.

Ihe press has not lost its freedom upnder New Deal, as some say,
end 13 not in imminent danger of losiog it. BSome elements are captious,
meraly fault finding} some slements are sycophantio to offiocialdom;
all elements have faults, but most are honest and workmanliks,

=) 1 0Verumean prassuras on g _preass are gul L 24 28 1§
They have not reached the stage of alarm. They HAVE reached the stage
where the facts and the tendenoles should be reported to the publio.

e - " but they ought to be said.
They relate not to ocme party, but to good government. Yours very truly,

i1 25, 1938,
e = iR o
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MEMORANDOUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Iu;wlnlin;h-rmthlh“wjut
recelved from Maury Maverick which is self-explanatory.

In addition to the churches we got the
labor and peace groups active for him,

J.

STANLEY HIGH




———
COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS

Congress of the Wnited States

Wouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €. San Antonio, Texas

Honorakle Stanley High
105 Park Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. High:

As soon as I was certain of the slection I sent Fyou
an Army Radio, but now write to confirm the good news. Also
InntithmthntImﬂdlihtudnlmﬂhingforﬂu
President. I am good at organization and can speak any style
from radio to stump. Possibly in about a month I'1l get on a
train and come up your way and talk the matter over.

Nearly every preacher in town got a wire from somebody
in New York. The different things that you did helped me a great
deal and I appreclate it very much. They gave me the works. They
bribed a good many of the alleged leaders of the town and spent a
lot of money — I can't tell exactly, but it lookas like between
fifty and geventy-five thousand dollars. However, they did no
good and got nowhere. The "West Side", populated by Mexicans, and
usually known as a purchasable district 8lmply would not be bought
off. I carried that district overwhelmingly and it is a real
tribute to the people that nobody let themsmelves be bought off,

I appreciate very deeply what you have done.

=



JAMER A. FARLEY
CHAIRM AN

PSP Boud 70 0By, o=
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

HOTEL BILTMORE ; L/L)

NEW YORK CITY

Miss Marguerite LeHand - "l | b
The Fresident's House
Hyde Park, New York

Dear Marguerite:

I think the President may be interested
to know that, searching for a news commentator who could
do something better for us than Bill Hard is doing for
the Republicans, I found Mr. T. V. Smith, founder of the
Chicago University Radio Round Table.

Mr, Smith, in addition to being a radio
notable, is a professor of political science at the
Chicago University and is a Democratic member of the
Illinois State Senate. He begins a week from Monday
night at 10:45 Eastern Daylight Saving Time and he won't
cost us a cent.

Sincerely yours,

- g

r N
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The Good Neighbor League, u..

103 PARK AVENUE 3
NEW YORK

September 14, 1338

Deer Mr President:

I am not among thoee who belleve that the election ia in
the bag - regardless of how Maine goecs. It is my opinion that there 1s a
tendency to underestimate Mr L n. His back-porch end back-platform cam- '
pugn%_mmﬂm'ﬂfﬁﬂ than we mdmit. Moreover, there is an
even more serious tendenecy to underestimste the fanaticism of the anti-
Roosevelt forces - particularly among the women. What they mey lack by way
of office-holding organization, they are meking up, in many places, by volun-
teer zeal., I doubt if there has ever been so much house-to-house, bell-ringing
enthusieam among the women Republicans as there is todey. The same is true -
to & somewhat lesser degree - among young people.

The aim of this activity is to get the middle-class vote:
The family with an income of from $5000 to $8000; the home-owning,Protestant,
wanls Club, smell-town citizen. The strategy is to frighten these voters.
the order of their importence there are three points to this fear-strategy:
) The finsncial fear, i.e., taxes and the cost of living; 2) the fear that
change of our form of government is in process; 3) the religious fear -
[ ch rings ell the changes on anti-Catholiciem, anti-Semitiem, enti-Communism.
do not belleve that this election will be won unless these three sttacks are
re effectively met.

I should like to put a few suggestions into the hopper for
what they are worth.

First, I think that - to date -~ we have relied too much on
the radio as a substitute for platform-to-platform campaigning. I do not
think that it 1s & substitute. For the average Senator or Cabinet Officer it
ls far easler to make a radlo speech from a convenient spot than to start on
8 personal-asppearance tour of the tank-towns. But I do not believe that it 1s
half so effective. If we win the kind of a mandate-victory we ought to win it
will be, in‘considerable part, because we put some of our best - snd therefore
hardest-to-handle - people on the kind of a schedule tha + Ruth Bryan Owen is

following.

Secand, I do not belleve that our chief need, at present, is
i for help from the Progressives - valuable as that is in off-setting Lemke,
et al, I do think we need to send out everybody who can pass as a Conservative -
such persons as Mr. Cummings, Mr. Hull, Mr. Morganthau, Senators Robinsen,



Harrison, Clark, Barkley, Jease Jones, Joe Kennedy, eto.

Third, we ought to corral every friendly business man to
ve to the newspapers his reasons for supporting the administration, The
are doing a swell job at this among women leaders. Agide from =
Mr. Kennedy's book, we have had nothing by way of business men's statements,
And yet there are business men of standing who are for us.

Fourth, I think we ought to get out every second-string
speaker - assistant secretaries, ete. - who 1s fitted to talk on the finance
pleture. I have in mind such men ags J F T 0'Connor, Mr Crowley of the FDIC,
the Assistant Secretaries of Commerce, etc, There must be fiftesn able
speakers who for the better part of the next month could average two speeches
& day For us in doubtful states.

I am gend this w detailed report of the Good Neighbor
League which ig & establighed offices in eighteen states.
It is our aim to meet the religio-communistic attack on the New Deal and I
think we are now organized to do it,

May I say in conclusion how thrilled I wag by both the
"Urought" and "Green Pastures" spesches,

Very sincerely yours,

ot Mg (

The Honorable franklin U Roosevelt
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D C
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MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL WATSON

Will you give this to
me next Wednesday at 2 P.M.
when I have this meeting?

F. D. R.
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Charles Stelzle
295 Madigen Avenue
New York City

Mr. James Roosevelt,
7210 Santa Monige Boulevard,

Loa *ﬂg.ln, Call
W
Dear Mr, Roosevel

mocratic National Committee in preparation for the Campaign

1940, or aourse,
situation somewha

-fmh-
t1
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I cannot wait much longer, now that t-is
story has been printed by “ews-Week, to make my OWD AONOUncee
ment ‘regarding the folding up of the League., I wms personal -
ly responsible for the formation of the comnittes of six hune
dred outstanding Americans and for the three thousand minister
who joined the Yeazue, to say nothing of the editors of the

reée hundred labor Papers, and of the Advisory Committes of
the League., I must make some sort of a statement to them,

these various Eroups, as well as to many others who came in-
to the League .t my solicitation, and that something should
be said to them as to why the “eague was "put on ice", I have
always felt that I was more than & mere "employe" of the Di.

rectors. I put too much into the League to be ao regarded, and

solution, the burden of which is that theg Fresident was re-
sponsible for the discontinuance of the League. The opposition
newspapers could easily make adevastating story of this item,

I tried to ses you when ¥ou were in New
‘ork in order to discuss the forr this should take, so that
nothing migzht be said to effect the President, but I am won
dering if you have received my letters, I gan only ennelude
that you have not persomally seen them,

A month ago I wrote the “resident asking
him to give me a chance to atete the facts regarding the
League, but my letter hes remaired unanswered,

I just went g 84y that the attitude of the
Yemocratic Cormittee and of “ichelson in particular, regar
the Good Neighbor J-'alfus has not only put it "on ice" but has
froten 1% todeath, Itg value in the next capaignes a poli-
tiecal factor, under all the circumstances will be lower than
EQTo,

For your information I Am énclosing a copy
of a letter which I have Just sent to the directors of the
League. It will also indieate to you the situution regarding
the American Jew!ash Committes, .

I hope that you will Eive me such counsel
&8 your judgment may dictate, particularly so that 1 mAY H6-
cure a clear understanding of the attitude and purpose of the

Cordinll yours,

cs/a




Charles Stelsle
296 Madison Avenue
New York City

June
! twenty-eighth
193809

A Personal Letter to
the Direetors of the
Good Neighbor League

Walter A, Jones
_ Edward J, Flymn
Charles Michelson
8ol A. Rossnblatt

Gentleman:

Since the official elosing down of the Good Ned ghbor Lesgde I
have been working steadily on the Camplhgn for cracy, and the Cana-
dian-American Good Neighbor Celebration, At the beginning of this perind
I was introduced tompresentatives of the American Jewish Committes
through YMr, Jemes Roosevelt, and 1 was given assurance that this Commit-
tes would give me substantial financial backing,

However, the Committes,as a whole, which had previously enter-
ed into negotiatione with several other organizations, decided at a meet-
ing held last week, that they were not yet ready to commit themselves to
any particular organizetion, althoush I believe that meanwhile some kind
of an arrangement will soon be made whereby T will be called upon for a
special service in the field of Labar.

Under the circumstances I did not try to tie up with any other
group, because the promises held out to me seemsd to be of such a substan-
tlal character that I felt it might later become embarrassing were I to do
g0. For the same reason I did not try to organize & genaral committee.
“sanwhile, I assumed the responsibility for earrying on during the past
four months, personally borrowing such sums of money ms 1 could, although
1 have had no salary during this period,

You will recall that when + he Lea-ue was discontinued, we still
owed about $1,000, for which I said I would not depend upon the Democratie
lational Committee because a friend had promised to underwrite this sum,
Unfortunately, the business prospects of the underwriter did not material-
ige as culckly as had been hoped, end while I mn sure the money will ulti-
matel; be paid, I have been grestly embarrassed by the demands of the do-
i‘m or g0 crediters to whom we are indehted., Several threaten to sue the

l;'lilﬂl

1 lready explained why this indebtedness was incurred, The
#€,000 contributed by the Uemooratic Committes for the year's sotivities
was scarosly enough tomrry on the work sommitted to me, snd I used my best
Judgemtn in order to continue, Unfortunately, the "war scare" of last Fall
temporarily rotarded all attempts to raise funds, There were other reasons,

but this was the most prominent. But we zimply eould not stop completely at
that time. No progressive Committee or loard of Directors would have done so.



The reason ! am writing this letter to the Direotors of the
“eague is with the hope that they will help me clear up this §1,000 _
debt, 1t seems only feir toremind the Dirsctars that 1 personally se=-
cured the cancellation of notes smounting to nearly $10,000, when I be-
came their Executive Director, for which I had no responsibility. 1 hew
nestly feel that while the Democratic Committee fulfilled its financial
obligation, the Directors surely had at least a moral obligation to s tand
by me, partioularly as I attemnted nothing but what had been definitely
atthorized by them,

Some of the directors assured me that they would assist finean-
eially, but none of them did so. I ¥now that technically this was not re-
quited of them, hut 1 accepted their promises in good faith, snd proceeded
accordingly. fig g these promises been kept, there would have been no debt,

1 am facing a very serious situstion which 1 cennot evade, I
want to complete the job I have undertsken, and I believe that :uﬁpnﬂ: for
doing so will come through, but I must clear up the debts of the League
before I can make progress. If actual econtributions cannot be obtained,
may 1 suggest the possibility 6f securing a loan of $1,000, which will be
paid through eontributions which will later be received. The fact is,
this sum was expended for work alresdy done in connection with the o=
Jects upon which 1 am now working,

I sincerely hope that you will favor me with the courtesy ofa
prompt reply.

Sincerely yours,

£5/
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After the meeting of the Good Neighbor League, I
gaw Dr. Stelzle at his request. Stelzle told me he had
& conversation with Jones in which Jones said fyou see
everything about this is now political and I am mot
going to be used to pull his politigal eheatnuts out of
the firev,

Stelzle then told me thore was a Judgment of $250
sgainst the Good Neighbor League whiech would bhe anforced
by evietion on Monday and seizure of the records of the
League including all the lists - a good list of 200
Protestant ministers and a card list of 30,000 good
will names,

I ealled Michaeleon and learned that Michaelaon was
going to send Rosenblatt over to pay the #250, but not
the continuance of the rent » Bnd selze the records for
the Democratic National Committes. I learned that Stelzle
bed already made coples of the mmaller lists, but had
not made copies of the card list. What I was worried
about was that the list might by attachment or sale or
by Stelzle copying them or by Rosenblatt seizing them
fall in the hands of the enamy,

Apparently Rosenblatt was ment yeaterday to get the
liste. BStelzle has been trying to call me to intervens
with you. Michaelscn thinks Stelzle is a fraud. I am
keeping out of it unless I have specifio instructions.
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