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of the case because it is the most telling indictment of the pro-
secution we kosow,
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previcus convictions and following the granting of & oew trial
in one cass by Judge Horton.
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and fuir statement of the evidence can fail to conclude that the
Scottsboro boys are wholly innocent of the charge of rape.
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nldh:ﬂllqmndulﬂluhh-niﬁl-uilnlﬂ thess boys
get fair trials and ultimate vindication, Use the coupon on the
back cover.

SCOTTSBORO DEFENSE COMMITTEE.

Rer. Allan Knight Chalmers, Chairman

Col. Wm. Jay Schieffelin, Treasurer

Rt. Rer. William Scarlett, 5t. Louis, Mo,

Dean Elbert Russell, Durham, N. C.

FProf. James Weldon Johnson, Nashoille, Tenn,
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Calendar of the Scottsboro Case
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Juoce HomTon's DECIoN IN THE SCOTTEBORO CASE
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Jupce Hortow's DEcision IN THE ScoTTsporo CASE
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The Judge's Comment on Victoria Price’s Story

With seven boys present st the beginning of this trouble,
with one seeing the entire affalr, with some fifty or sixty

8. Live spermatozoa, the active prinelple of semen, would
be expected in the vagina of the fomale from so recent

8. The washing befors the first trial by Victoris Prics
of the very clothes which she clalmed were stained with
semen and Blood,

Lester Carter;
thltﬂdlhabr.lrﬂnmﬂr.lmuwﬁn
inflicted on head by the pistol, the lncerated bleading
back which lay on jagged rocks; 2
Mhm&qwmmm«vmm
was of small amount;

these polnts in order, what does the record show?

None of the seven white bays were put the stand, except
Lester Carter, and he contradicted her, =

:



Jupae HomTon's DECision IN THE ScoTTamomo CASE

Jupce Homron's Decislon IN THE ScoTTssoR0 CASE
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In the case of 8
What of the cost of the
the blood and semen on the

w-h
the negross?

Dr. Bridges says he did not see any blood coming from her



Jupce HomToN's DeCisloN IN THE SOOTTEBORD CARE
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Junae Hozton's DecisioN IN THE ScoTTsEoR0 CASE
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prosecutrix is aided most largely by
that corroboration is to be welghed
her testimony were troe,

The Suprems Court of
Cowing, 99 Minn, 128, 9
setting aside a conviction of
fact that she and
evidence under the cireumstances™

based its sction upon such
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Jupae Hokton's DECiEloN IN THE SCOTTSBORO CASE
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JAMES E,

Cireuit Judge.

This June 22nd, 1988,



Rev, Allan Knight Chalmers, Chairman
Col. Wen. Jay Schiefelin, Tressurer

Scottshoro Defense Committes D
Room 508, 112 East 19¢h St
New York City

1. Count on me as & supporter of the defense of the
| nine Scottshoro boys. | will contributs toward the defense

funds § payable

2 H---lm-m-hu-h
bow | can help in other ways in the defenss.

a ﬂ_ﬁ_n;-d-l-ﬁ“h
the case, issued free to contributors (nominal prices to
others).

4. | suggest as others fikely to be interested:
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His Excellenoy

The Governor of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabema

My dear Governcr Graves:

There is grave danger that the record in the case of the
Beottaboro boys will soon comtain a further stain which will
not be easy to wash out in the years mhead. It is onused
by the manner in whish they have been held in jail for the
last nine momtha. Whatever the reasons for it, the fact’
remains that nine beys (eight of them still mwmiting trial,
and the other with his oase still on appeal) mre kept in
alose confinement with mo opportunity for exercise so that
they are suffering in m way they can no longer endurs men-
tally or physioally. Dr. Esary M. Edmonds, Chalrmen of the
Alsbasa Committes, with whom I hawve just talked on the long
distance phone, spoks in the gravest of tones about the sarked
effect upon one of the boys whom he had just seen.

For five and ome half years they have been in . jall, treated as
if they were already sentenced, and the last nine months have
boen in whet amounte to almost solitary confinemenmt. The
Sheriff presents as his remson for doing nothing about this
that no other prosedure s cpen to him than %o keep them in
this type of confinement. He shys that when prisoners of their
prominence are allowed to mix with other priscners there is
diffieulty. Heo brings up instances from the past whero thoy
have had trouble with the boys. He feels that in any Jail to
which they were sent, the same treatmest would hawe to be given
them, altho it has not been considered necessary in the first
five years.

1,
We recognice, of course, that there are diffisultles involved,
but they will not exouse the fmot, when the record is complete,
that such treatment has probably driven several of them already
into mich memtal deoline and physioal disintegration (scmetizes
called & priscn paychosis) that they sre virtually executed
without fair trial, and that a continuation of this method of
confinement may result in this practical executien happening to
them all.

Intentionally or ctherwise, the confinement to which the boys
have beem subjected for the last nine months, can have but one
results to break them down physicelly and mentally so that in
desperation they say make a false confession. It im well known
that such confinement 1s often as effective ms a "third degree.”



Governor Oraves -- 2

I am willing to give the smuthorities from yoursslf down credit
for ot intending this result to ocour. The record shows
olearly, however, thatfit is happening, snd the record fro= now
on will show whether arything wan done to provent this develop-
ment from contimuing after it was brought officlally to your
attention.

It is not reasomable for amyene to mrgue, as some do, that the
boys are proven gullty. Technically this is not so. Practically,
when ome locks at the history of the case, it is morally inde-
fensible to mesert it. There have besn two roversals by the
Suprems Court and in the other trial & new trial wae granted by
Judge Horton in a sarefully worked out opinion in which he grants
the motion that the conviction he set aside no agairst the weight
of the svidence, in the following words:

"The testimony of the prosecutrix in this case is
not only uncorroborated, but it also bears on its
fmoe indications of improbability and is contra-
dicted by other evidence, and in addition thersto
the evidemce greatly preponderates in favor of the
defendant. It therefors becomes the duty of the
Court under the law to grant the moticn made in
this onse.

"It is therefere ordersd and sdjudged by the Cowrt
that the motion be granted; that the werdiot of the
Jury in this case and the motion of the court men=
tenoing this defendant to death be, and the same is
hereby set aside ard that & new trisl be and the
mame is hereby ordered.”

If it should be proven, as we who are defending the boys bolieve
we can prove, that the boys are mot guilty of the orize as allsged,
and yet at the end it is a fwot that the state has 0o mcted

toward these boys that they mre virtually executed by a jail con-
finement humanly impossible to endure, the case will be a lasting
roproach to all who are involwed.

The siciness of the judge in the case has postponed the trial
again. The ocmse im dragging into six years. reansonable re-
quest, backed by the support of & representative and responsible
group of Alabame citizems somprising the Alsbama Soottsboro Com-
mittes, including lawyers of high distinction, that a change of
verus be granted for the next trials has so far besn denied, altho
thers are procedures cpen to the authorities to grant this motien
which, under the ciroumstances, is essential %o s fair trial
being held in the next appearance of the case.

We feol that we oould properly be considered derelist in our duty
Af we did not bring this matter strongly befors + We shall
sllow & reasonable time for a positive reply. We are, however,
prepared to earry the matter much fdrther. There are chanmsls
en influence on responsible public opinion open to members of



ALLAN ENIGET CHALMERS
Chairzan, Scottsboro Defense Committes

Vory simcerely
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Yr. Forney Johnaton
First Yationsl Bank Building
Birminghas, Alabacs,

Dear Mr. Johnstons

I am writing this to you directly becamuss I have ommsistently
consulted you on the lsgal matters which have arisen in the
Scottsboro Cmse. I mm sending a copy of it to Ur. Edmonds
that he say have it for his information, and of sourss you
should feel freo to consult his as you desire.

We are up againet o very ourious situntion in the Scottaboro
Case which may turn out for the ultimate good of all comeoerned,
altho the motusl arrangement of this particular deal is outslde
the hands of cur committes.

As you Jmow, our committes has consistently maintained that
would not be party to any deal which involved pleading the boys
guilty to & erise inwolving sex. The first of January, however,
& propostion e put to Mr. Leibowity by the State, and I want
to reviow for & moment the facts.

Attorney Genornl Carmichasl and Specinl Frosesutor Enight came
up to New York the firet woek in January and spont several days
in attempting tosrrange with Mr, Leibowit:z for the following
settlement of the cases

I - Four of the boys, Roy Wright, Eugens Williams, Olin Montgom-
ery, and Willle Hobertsom, to be libermted at onoce.

IT == Charles Weema, Andy Wright, Clarence Norrls, to plemd guilty
to some form of simple mssault not involving & sex orime, and to
recolve a sentense of not more than five years.

II1 - The appeal iz the case of Haywood Patterson to be withdrawn
with the understanding that the Governor would commute his Ban-
tng- to a term not exceeding that proposed for the boys menticned
in Seotion II.

IV = The indiotment for rape now pending against Ogie Powsll is
not o be tried. He will instead face charges on the assault
indiotment now pending.

Cur counsel submitted to us that sinoe the State was willing,



Mr. Johnston == 2

under this arrangement, to give the major contention on the
* 8ex orime, we had no right to decide for the boys whether they
should accept the proposal. The committee, after consultation,
while reaffirming ite belief in the innccence of the boys and
its willingness to continue the defense if the boys deoided not
£o acoept the agreement, voted alsoc that we would not offer amy
opposition to the acceptance of the above proposal. g

Since this proposition has been made to Mr. Leibowits, and the com-
mittee has agreed as stated above, the State has suddenly out of f
communications with Mr. Lelbowite, making no reply to either tele-
graph or telephone attempts to establish contact. Meantims, the
case is dragging on. Adviee from our psychiatrist is that the
pliysical and mentel condition of the boys is becoming constantly
more serious, and there is further danger that all of the good
work that we have put in toward getting a better understanding
and a possible solution of the case, may be thrown smy thru the
action of the State in refusing to open channels of communiczation.
1 am sericusly concerned that the contimuation of such tactics
may cause grave difficulties.

Would it be possible for you, elther by yourself or in eccoperation
with Dr. Ednonds, to discover from Attorney Oenersl Carmichael
what it 1s that has caused his inmction, and what the present sit-
uation is?

If by good chence this letter reaches wou in time for you to call
me long distance (reversing the charges) on Thursday, it will be
fine. I am leaving by a late train Thursday night to be out of
town on Friday, and if you cannot reach me by phone on Thursday
some communication (by air mail, prefersbly, or by telegraph or
telephone) which would surely get to me by Monday, would be very
much appreciated by me, and quite essential.

The motion of Attorney Gemeral Carmichael in coming to New York
was taken by our counsel and us as an mct of good faith, His
present action leaves such an opinion open to question. I do hope
that before I meet my committes on Uonday afternocon you will be
able to get word to me, and I hope set the situation in good
light.

With kind persomal regards,
Sincerely

(SIGMED)
ALLAN ENIGHT CHALMEHS
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of a Conference with Ocvernor Oraves, held om December

Mamorandum
n, lm| H h"l M‘ Mr. Grover Hl. and Dy, hh."

The letter from Messrs. Johnston, Chappell, Mills, and
Dr. Edmonds was Defore hi, and had boen read by the Oovernor,

Dr. Edmonds msked the Governor to listen to the state-
ment of Dr. Chalmers on the present situation of the Boottsbore Case.

Dre Chalmars began with the premise as stated in the
hMMerhhﬁmrmtm&hunn_uiUh
subject to eriticlem and sdverse propagands so long as thess desfend-
ants remain in priscn. He emphasized the inoomgruity of four of
thunudhin;htmndhnrmugumummmm
charge and evidencs.

the

He submitted that it was good publie policy to use
powera of executive clesency to remove the case from further scentro-
versy and pointed to the well inown fmct of the Oovernor's eourage
and forthrightness in handling diffieult situstioms of similar nature
when they came into his jurisdietion.

Ho msked for definite astien leading to the immediate
release of the defendants, the details of prosedurs to be left teo
the Jovermor's Jjudgment. This met would meet with noerly unanimous
approval of the Fress and the irformed public opinien redounding to
the oredit of the Governor and the Stats of Alabasa and was Juestified
under the circumstanceas.

Mr. Grover Hall lmmediately wolced his wholehsarted and
unqualified personal suppert of the statement of Dr. Chalmers mnd
promised his editorial backing in the Governor's cepable motion.

Dr. Edmonds assented personally snd mentioned that Mr.
Chappell and Mr. Mills concurred definitely.

The Governorstated that he felt the position of the
State to be untenmble, that either all wers guilty or all should be
freed, that half fish ard half fowl wae not roasonable.

He said that his own mind was therafors clear on the
aotion he should take wher the cases "fell into his 1ap.”

He felt it was not possible for him to take sny actien
8o long as there was any pendicg appeal before the sourts, but that
when the cases ad been decided in the Supreme Courts mnd lagal
action had ceased, it wns his intention to met quickly and definitely.

Dr. Chalmers offered to withdraw tho appeals if it would
facilitates the Governor's i:mediate motiom.

5 The Governor stated that the cases would be heard in Jan-
uary, that enly a few weeks resained to put thes befors him in regular
order, that he muld prefer to awnit mction until the cases had passed
through their routine.

 He then leaned lorward and stated, "I cannot make wny
promise which would look like a deal. I have alrendy stated my feeling
that the position of the Btate is untenable with half out and half in
on the same charges abd evidence (he used mgain his expression of
half fish and half fowl). My mind is clear on the sctiom required to
remedy this impossible position. When the cases come before me I
intend to act promptly. I cannot be any clearer than that, san I"
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The conference lasted nearly an hour. It was agreed
by Dr. Bdnonds, Mr. Hall, and Dr, Chalmers in an immediate consul-
utmmmumwmmmm
mmhmmpm.muu-amummm
release of the mcoused as socn ms the matter was out of the
Judieiary and in the hands of the executive.

This memorendum was prepared at onos and attested that
mnmbfﬁiimmb‘“ﬂ'ﬂlﬁlﬂwm.

OROVER ©. HALL
HENEY M. EIMONDS
ALLAN ENIOHT CHALMERS

Decenber 22, 1837
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LETTER FROM DH. ALLAN ENIGHT CHALMERS T0 GOVEHNCR BIBS OGRAVES

Wy 4, 1958
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P BTATE OF ALABANL
: 4
Executive Department
MONTGOMERY
Pitt Tyson Maner
Bibh Graves Beoretary to the Governor
Governor J« Go Dunmean, Jr.

Hecording Secretary
Lawrence H. Les
Legnl Adviger

May 23, 1558

Dr. Allen Enight Chalsmers,
211 West B6 Street,
Kew York City, New York.

My dear Doctors

I hope you will pardon my delay in replyisg to your
very fine letter in reference to the Scottaboro cases.

Until the appeal should have been sulmitted to the
Court in my judgment it would have been guite a bit indelicate
for ma to take any part therein.

Under our law such cnses are preferred cases and it
is the mandatory duty of the Court to decide them as expeditiously
as the oircumstances permit. In view of this law no suggestion
would be proper to ask them te oboy that mandate.

1 have tried to make it alear that in my opinicn so r
long me these mattoers were in judiocial hands the Execubive should
not interfers. 1 could not officially do so.

Our Statutes provide that before clemency 1s to be
asked in such onsos as these that feot must be advertised omoe a
week for two conssoutive weeks in the county in which the offense
cceurred and then submitted to the Board of Pardons of the State
which makes its reccomendation to the Governor.

With this law before you you can easily surmise that
the decision will not be rendered before the first of July; that
it will take eight days thereafter on advertisement and the Board
of Pardons meets the second Tuesday of sach momth, so for your own
guldnnoe I am suggesting that it oannot reasonably he expected
that any action could be taken, mcoord to our laws, until some-
time in July =- at the latest, sarly in i

I want you to mow that I appreciante the spirit in which
you write and the kind things that you have said. I am especially
pleased with the oourse being taken by you and yours with these
unfortunntes and your efforts to put them in better paths and o
hepp them on thelir way.



Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers

P2

Bo far ma the statement mbout the "chain gang", 1
advised the publication that carried that statement that there
was no "ohain gang®™ in Mabama for any prison,

Again thanking wou, I =

Yours sincersly,
(s10uED)
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{’P'{. o Dr. Henry Bdmonds
vh Mr. Forney Johnston
‘i("‘" Mr. Grover Hall
Dear Frisnds:

Tou are all sware, from the varicus somsunicatlons we
have had, partioularly from Hall and myself to the rert
of you, that after the date and hour was set for the
rolsase of Haywood Patterscom, Clarsnce Horris, Charlis
Weems, and Andy Wright, s series of svents turned the
Governor's mind for m time to what Grover desoribed anm
an "sdamant and passionate resolve not to parcle the
Bootteboro defendants.” That feeling on the part of the
Governor is not as fixed ms it was originally, as evi-
denced by the fact that Grover felt originally that the
chanses of seeing the Governor were very slight, as the
last paragraph of his lotter to me, m oopy of which he
has semt to Johnsten, evidemces.

He also states in the uumwmmwu-
#ll realizes "It is mow or never." This is very ob-

viously cur final chance to work thru something that
would solwve the very great difficulty we mll have felt
in this oase.

The plans mow are that I shall leave Hew York by the
aight plane on Tuesday, Hovember Bkh, arriving in Mont-

the Governcr Wednesday aftermoon at an hour which I do
ot know, but which has been arranged.

Itmmjwmtmmﬂwtuﬂuh-
mﬁmldh-hhndthﬂumﬁluw-m
and help of only cme other person. .

This sotion allows us & second resourse in cass I cannot
sonvinss the Oovernor in the firet interview, My smer-
.
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Jeoknston, m;.mmun.mnmnnw'
indioated %o all of them his intention to sarry thru the
releass of the boys on partle %o me.

I am being extra careful in this letter to cover all
points, and I just wanted to cheak here with my under-
standing that Grover plans to go with ms to the Governor.
I am sure that wo all realizs how important it is o have
somsons with me in that confarense that we may have an
asourate aheck on the disoussion and possible decisions.
no reason why Hall and myself samnot do the job, but
not wart to arrive in Montgomery and find no eompan-
ion moceptable to the Governor is with me for that impor=-
.

5
|

I want you all to be informed cn the lins that I ahall
taks in pressnting the present situation to the Governor:

My first point will be o recognition of the fmot that the

I shall then polst out the fmot that all thess things we
have besn well mware of for s long time; that one

mogt eminent peyohiatrists in the scountry, who is
dalist on oriminal psychoses, had n Negro psychistrist in
Alabams go, under his direstion, and make a thore pmyohi-
atrio report on the priscners. That report of over ninety
pages has been cheocked and rechecked by experienced men
in the fisld. I shall poimt out that thersws mo indiea
tion of any homosexusl characteristics in any of them be-
fore their incarceration. It is, of course, well kmown
to everybody informed om prison 1ife, that that porsonal-
ity maladjustment is alsost inevitable in the very mature
of prison life. Moreover, I shall point out that svery
informed priscn offisial kmows that most prisoners have

L}

kmivea, which i one of the reasons for pericdie examina- *

tion of oells and surprise searches of priscners in all
woll directed prisoms. I will poimt o the fmot that I °
have had a great deal of experiense with men in, and re-
leased from, son. I have worked very oclosely in eacop=
eration with in MoCormick, Comsissioner of Correction
of the olty of New York, and with men confined in Bing

I shall, furthermore, poimt owt that the psyehiatries
report, which of course was an objective szamimation, and
had no foremowledge that four of the prisoners were to
be released and that the cthers were still to be confined,
shows without question that the four already released
were, on the record, far less safe in the outside world
than those mow in. It was inmteresting to me, in going
over the report this week to cheok my mesmory, that each

b



of the four releassd had pronoumced priscn psyohoses,
and thres of them were marked as having bad nsurctis
sonditiops. In mental age, in intelligense guotlienmt,
in peyehiatric sdjustment, the record is olear that the
four relsassd would have bessn oomsidersd to have had
the least chance of susccessful readjustment. KNeverthe-

ties. I think we can poimt with some satisfwction to an
almost mireoulous working out of an admitbtedly unhopeful
sltuation.

I want to follow this treatment of his cbjection by meet-
ing his second major poimt. He states quite olearly that
if he hed ancther six momths to work the thing out, he
folt it might be done, but the time is now too short, and
preparations are oot adequate. I would want to have him
know the carsfulness of our preparation in
the priscmers being releassd. This is, of
dential. We were planning to take them fir
Atlanta. They were to be taken to the pari
ohursh where respesctabls colored citigens of the community
weres to meet them. One of these is the head of the Atlanta

Bohool of Boelal Work who has experience with boys of this

type, who would interview them om their present situation, g
and is prepared to offer opportunities for readjustzment

in industrial and trade sshools. TWe sxpect to take them,

st least by the mext day, by train to Cipoinmati. They

will be under supervision for that entire trip. Oms of

the priscners will be left there with relatives prepared

%o take him, and will receive support from us preceding

his placement in some Job or trade school. The sams day

we sxpect to take the rest of them to Cleveland, where

trained soolal workers are preparsd to take two of them

and supervise thelr readjustment. The other will be placed

with an unsle in Cleveland, having the sams supervision we

plan for the ome left im Cinmoimnatl. The peopls that are

to do this are not amateurs. We are far better prepared

for these than we were for the other four.

E

I think the mere ocutlins of this carefully worked out plan
will be impressive on the Governor.

I then want to talk to his point that it would be a bad
thing for moaiety to let them ocut. I.hope I™Ban show that,
in contrast to that, 1t will be an equally bad thing for
scolety, on two grounds, to leave them in. First, an un-
townrd inoident, whioh is gquite possible under the present
setup, such as & stabbing, or the sickness and death of
any ome of them, would leave an irremediable stain

the history of the case. There is an equally good

of such an untoward ineidemt if, with hope arcused, it ias
now denied. Moreover, it is wise to point out that we are
awnrs of the chanoe wetake. We have been warned by the
Governor of his fears and feel it was taking the leaser



many of you dewn thers so much deplored, that the respect-
able people were marsly leading us up an alley. They will
say that the Alabams pecple never 4id intend to do what
they said. They will say: "You ses, that's all you can
expeat from these respectable people. You camnnot count
ths end."

out the fmet that I have played absolutely
square with you down there in this whole matter. I hawve
had nerve emough to require that my committes shall sllow
=8 to sontinue the hopeful negotiatioms started without

to thes any detall at all about the steps in

the procedurse.

It was of oourse kmown, and the record will show it
olearly, that Carmichasl and Enight sade a trip to New
York, presumably at Alabama expense, to see if they aould
negotiate & settlement. It will also be clear on the
record that Carmichasl ran out on the agresment when he
sirusk & smag. It will be evident to everybody that ne-
gotiations did proceed with considerable expeotation of
solution.

Up to the time that the Governor himself set the day and
hour of the releass, only one other man beside Shapiro
and myself lmew the faots. Up to that time they trusted
us, when wa sald we believed we eould werk it thru.

Obviously, when the date and hour was set, then we had to
get down to details with many individuals in order to in-
mire the effestive handling of the situstion. It is now
kmown to people in Atlanta, Cinoinnati, Cleveland, and
Kew York, that the day and hour was set, and many of the
detalls of the procedure, such ae the Jovernor's confer-
ence with Edmonds, Hall, and myself, and his volunteering
to all of ue, ineluding Comer, of his intention to release
the boys, is kmown to white and colored people of standing
in different clties and with many other loyaltisa.

if we want it concsaled, we oould not now keep the _
from being lmown (with doouments to support 1t), that
of Alabama, thru its regular authorities, had
far, 1.0., to set the motual date mnd hour of

]
1)
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lnmm.!'ﬂ:lnkﬂhnﬂmtthﬂlrndnmmmd
now, the Governor will be causing all these rospectable
people, for whom he has such sympathstie concern, s far
greater hurt than any possible difficulty with the pris-
oners after their release. The public t almost ex-
peot some trouble. These who are in the lnmow consider it
alzcat mirsculous with the four mlready relemsed. Our
names will not be hurt if we fail to make good on a sin-
cere attempt to rehabilitate them. If, however, the record
shows, as it will, that we wers fooled in ocur trust io a
given word, and in the end could not produse that which we
had every reason to promise, our honor will be much more
under cenaure.

Frankly, I hate to contemplate the vials of wrath, the
vitriolie bitterness, and the mstoration to sontrol cver
the defense by those who believe that it is only by de-
nunolstion and vlclenos that justice omn be obtained. It
ie, of course, kmown to you all, that a part of =y great
concern in this matter has been to desonstrate the effect-
iveness of the way of working thru comeiliation in the
solution of an apparently imsoluble scoial situation.

The Governor can be in the pesition, you ses, of saying,
if moything should happen, "I warned thes, tut I believed
in their good purposes, and, becauss they had succeedsd
80 woll with the others, felt they should bs allowed to
try with those who still remained in prison on the same
charge on which the State had released the othar four."”

I think his motlom can be justified on any ressonable
grounds, and whether cur result is suocessful or no, gen-
eral approval would come of the worth whilensss of the

attempt.

I hope I have not gone into too great detail on this, but
1 felt it wms important for you to know the way =y mind
was working. It is our joimt suggestion (Grover's and
mine) that Edmonds and Johnston, with the mddition of
Comer if he omn be seen on this, should write to the Gov-
ernor whatever you feel you want to, which would be in
line with your sincere suppert of the contentions that I
have cutlined mbove. It would be my suggestion that you
oay nothing about my swarensss of the situation, as far
as the boys are concerned. I believe it would be better
strategy for me to make that a surprise approach in the
first attack on the Governcr's positiom. I do hope you
will stress partlioularly, each in your own way, the very
great importancse of not hurting scolety and us by drewing
back now, when he s gome so far. I believe you could
emphasige that you are gquite comsoicus that it may not
turn out right, but that the chances for it are good, and
that that shance will not come again because, if the Gov-
ernor fails now to sarry thru his previcusly stated in-
tentlon, I and the cthers who are of my apirit will immed-
intely lose comtrol of the whole situation up here, and
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will ot again have a chance to sonfer with you as we
have in the past. Under those ciroumstances, I think

¥ou can urge him that it is certainly to the best Lnter- I

ests of all concerned to take what in admittedly a
chanse in the actiom proposed.

In other words, you see if you will lay before the Gov-
ernor, not later than Wednesday morning, and preferably
by special delivery on Tuesday, your expressicn of confi-
dmnoe in me, and your urging upon him of this motien, it
will give Orover and myself n good atmosphere for our
conference.

Esre sndoth my book. Do realize we are at the final mo-
ment. I am confident we can win. I am confident, mlse,
of your loyal support. 1 shall do =my very utmest to bring
the good copelusions I expest to win. Whather we win
or po, however, I shall never forget the persomal joy that
I have had in my friemdship and companionship om a job
which I have felt for each cne of you. I lmow you will
have it on your hearts and minds in spite of the fact that
you all are tusy about many importeant things.

My bast to you,

/;Z-_I(_,,UJLA.-‘.




in Allan Endght
& %) Emn%,mxuxm
: —— - (] SR
THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER {
Montgemery, Alabama

November 15, 1938.
Parsonal 3

Dear Dr. Chalmers:

This morning at 2 o'clook, after I had written a batch of letters I
wondered if there was not yet mnother to bme written, when it ooeurred
to me that maybe it would do no harm to take one final shat at Fover-
nor Graves. 1 sat late and wrote a letter to hin which I sent by
speoinl d elivery. A copy of 4t i@ enclosed. As it turns out the
letter had no effect, but I want you to know that I did my best.

Finally let me say that I think you did a swell Job. You so mensuversd
a8 to get a promise from Alabame to release the men into your custody.
Surely no man can say that it s your fault if at last the Gevernor,
for reasons satisfactory to himself, changed his mind and decided net
to go through with the original arrangement .

1 am hurrying to cateh the night plane with this stuff. Let me hear
from you. In all admiration, ;

Sincerely
(5IGNED)
GROVER C. HALL
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STATE OF ALABAMA % %,
EXECUTIVE DEPARTHENT PrrT Traow

MONTOOMERY LT e R

BIBE JRAVES D I T T

Dag, 27’ 15‘55.

Hon. Franklin D, Roozovelt,
Procldent of the United States,
Tha White Houre

Weshington, D. é.

My doar ¥y, Prosidont:

I hove delered enswering your confidentisl note on
tho mettor of the Scottohore cese bYoonuss I rraferrad to
diseuss it «ith you in psraocn en® hzlioved thet T would be
shls to get to Waslington hofore the Holidrys, The proaz of
nelking quedrennisl reports of overy Impart=ent haz so be-
lrbored me thrt I hevo boon unoble to see you s I had expocted
to do.

I did stote definitely thet I world corruts cnah
sontencos es gnme to mo =ffer the Courts ware through., Thia I
ld. In Alcbrmo thore 1s only ons commutstion Imown to tha
lew, whioh 135 the roduetion nf & destd penelty to 1ife
imprisennont. When some were under dacth sen enca, pthare
wlth weryling terms, I strnted tlet Lf it ceme te me thot T
would commuto., This I did of my own inttotive in the nns oesc
(lopris) thet finally roeochad the Zovarnor's doslk,

I never dofinltoly stated tlrt I would perels them
8ll, Dr, Chelmers in hie stotoment brinco out the feet tiet
I erld that I would rive nll tn opportunity to be hesrd before
fingl petlon wes talan, I rot e drte for Huch hoering ond
zove public notice thoreof. lona esn esacme thet I would QE
odveage goy thek I would turn them loose rmdd then hnld o piblie
hesrinz ms te whothor ar not thay choul? bo turnmed lesss. T
1id have published in &1l tha Proan of Alsheme thet this public
heerlng would Be held, fixing the date in the publigetion,
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Hen, ¥Franklin D, Hoooovelt,

Prpe-2

I 41d tell some of the Scotitshoro Cormittes thet I
would conelivle all.of these honrringz hy & nemad dry ond thet
if 1t were deternined to frec them thrt on thet nemed dey I
would heve them sll cosembled in Ventzomery rrd turn them over
tn thelr snonnope,

There wes never snything dene or snld thet could
directly or indirectly ;ive any one resEon to baliave thet 1t
wee detsrmined whot would be the finnl cutcome nrior te the
denfnl. At timos of my conforsncos with merbors of the
Commlties I hod not rend the svidencc. I hed not conforred
wlith the prosecuting officers, I hed not tallad with the men
thamselvea, nd kad not hnd the public besring, ell of which
merbooe wers sdvined would bo done balora I’nal doeision.

After the horring, thich smountod £a nothing, by tha
réallng of the ovldencs, ths telfing to the Attorney Janorcl
end his effiec force that cenduetad tha prosocution snd the
Cirsult Solisiter thet azalsted end talling to the men thome
selves, ench privately end alons, I was forcod to the
conolusion thaot it wna impossible for me to rolocge them,

Az %o tho "imife", I really would heve you know thnt
our prisen sutheritlec weuld palther do nor pormlt the deing
of cuch & thins ao "plonting® this Imife, Pattsascn himaalf
trlling to wo alena, steted thet he won ¥neping 1t for a follow
sonvict., He gave ¢ home, hut thoronsh Investizotion aohewod
ne zueh neme In the nenitentiawy,

Ur, President, 1T weu knew, sc I do, the resl fnats 4
*.1z moat deplorsobls occovranco in Alchome's recant histery, I
o sbsolutely sure in mr own ning that rou would met ss I em
cotin~. Ne othor course would ha freir to the man involved or

Just to oocfsty.

I am keoping sseredly nonfidentlsl the Teet thet ;nu
beye evar comuunioated with me upon thic metter, howuvnrg
think that wou zhould Jmew thot jim, ‘orney Johnoton of Tfrainchem
ond Er, Crover Hell of this Gity in tolcpione conversation with
me have indiested thet ithey were oware of your intepest,

&~ -

HRecpoetfully, -

DIEE OHAVES,
Govarnor,

Bos

v
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fowr of the rinn.‘l.n!:rg defendents in the werld famous Seottsboro caso

T

naaing Ferney' Jchnston, cminwnt Jirminghem attorney, cnd Doncld Cotior,

112 B, 16th 8t.
Mow York, N, Y. '

Prom Scottsboro Defence Cormittee > Y=t DBD Gyaves [
POR'RELEAJE IN PRIDAY 1.1 53, DUCILOEN 23, 1838 J

New Yorl:, Dooi 23--A lettor cssortin; that OGovernor 3ibb
Oraves of Algbama falled to koop hiw "miven verd of honor” to relecse ||

vas nede public today by Dr, Allen Enight Chelmers, chairmen of the =

- A : o A

netionel Scottaboroe Dofonss Comittoo. - i 1
Tho charge of broseh of faith vas eontiined in o letter nd-l

T

drosacd to Govarnor Groves Docombor 10 'hrr Or, Chelmors in uh.!.eh u-:,. 3 _. 3
roviewod thy yoor-long maotiatl.m for ths rolosco of four u:l.' thn

five youths :tl:l.:l. in prisen. 4
”I'hn lotter rumu,ﬂ. thu.t. Governor ﬂrutun hod uat the day mﬂ.. . (G

'_-l_'_

.

hour rm- the rclecsd as nctnhnr 21 ot 11 a.m., cftor heving pow_ g ety _'?.-'

1t from October 24 at 10 @.,m. Tho four youths who wsro to h.u.vn ""“—.; AR ;

frood arc Eu.rwud Pottorson, Charlic Tooms, Andy .‘ri,-_r,ht end Clarenco .. 5‘
F :

Norris, Ozic Powell, thr. 1cat dofondont, 1s serving o scnténeo tur
attacking o shoriff nnd th> governor folt action on his casc should
beo 1:iu.f crred,.’ : :

Govornor l?r::vnn w==z romindoed of ¢ conforcnco hold in h.‘l.s_ b 4

office Decezber 21, 1937, porticipated in by Dr, Honry D, BEdmonds, 5

Birminghon mindstor; Grover Hell, oditor of tho llontgemiry, Alc., E
Mvertiser: cnd Ir, ch-l:ll.:.t‘.-:, vho 1s minister of the Drocdwsy Tobor- i
naclo church in Now York, - . R : {
All eonferocs hec—d tho govoernor casort, l:cnarding; to tho” . f

P F

lutt-:r, thzt he folt tho position of tho Stoto of alchor to bo o
"unteonable” (since fowr defundents hed been froed in July, 1937) l:;:d
thrt cither all were gullty or all chould bo frood. |

Tho gevernor stotcod furthor, tho racard‘.'dculcr._a, tict ho
could not aet while eny l=3:1 cetion wns ponding, but ca sesn cs the
courts hed finis hurd., he weuld oct "quix.klr and d‘finltuly. Thn i #

lotter quotis Govermor Orevis dirvetly -u seylngs S g

"uy nind 1s elocr on tho zetion roquired to rdﬂ}M

Pogalble position., ‘hon tths ccees como bofare mo I intond to cet pod

W

promptly. I ccnnot be ong cloarcr than that, can 1" =wi- . |

i Tho ‘Lnttoz- chorgms alaoo thet Governor Gra.vuu sugseated the

"\

Poraons -u-ho should nppsar =t tho hoaring in J‘ulr, 1938, boforo the -

Alabene Pordon Beord on ko rppliectlion of tho defondents for perdony

e T - mOrQ = v ..,,i'.'
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\ “hon Oovorner Groves finclly cot Oct:bor 24 ca .ﬂm d'..‘.t:; ; ;r : ."_

|

- .

- # T e i A e an bk ol T T T

-
“son of r. farn.r Alebens naw tnd prooidont of the .wonitle ..EJ.!.l,
* iRk ' i
The perdon hocring weo hn—"u; the lottor oeid, “with the full
knowledsu of all intir.ated porsons thit it 'mc to clucr the reoird

for your cotion." : '

] Mn tho umlum af thc- fcm; hiering Governor nr:w: Fo= .

-l:uuntud Hnnru. Iohnton. !Ir.'.l.l. Umr.r. Chelzmora, cnd Emph'c, th
maro’tnrr of tho dofonso o :n.tttau, to rumcin for e vonforence cnd at
thot time azid d.ntmtu:l.— thzt he woe zoing to p-.rnlo th.: nutha !‘.n s
tho custedy of the ‘defonse committow ca ooon o tho ;uﬂon ‘bm'h;d
cnnounced its doolisien. The Alchema eitizona prosent umgr..tu:l.c.tuﬂ. _
the ,-_,rnvc.mr rod cll luft convineod thot the rolecas woo & mttur of

enly o f.o woulza? tine.

_r‘..l“::_un; datziled plens were medo faf romcving the scuths from the' -

utntnl, theo lott.r ur,:r:; rnd errergeaeata wors nedo with eitizung in

Atl:ntc; L‘;:I.uul:lln!'tl. erd Clcvilrnd for the oid of the dofondents, ; !
On October Ei‘.; '.'.th plens cn::plctr,., ineluding trein reger-

v:tinna,' G:vernirOroves torninctod the chola neottor with o tnlu,gi-m' S

cclling off thu Octsber 31 decto, Bl O R
The lctter chorges Governor Groves with rofusing to t:k::_ - : r'_;_'

retion "$o elernr tho nr.nln cf Rcbene fron this unquostioncd stedn -*
upen her bonor® :nd doslsrca: _ B
. Afhet :-ou' shiculd now withdriwv from your doclcion, Fzglur which
vou hove knevingly cllowed us to cet for & poried of o Yok, Lo oosh, *
e bétroyel 'of oll honsr $nd doconey thot it hes :hnlnitud Zon ef hish
stonding vhe ro cequeint.d with tho frots,” s

s b PRSI, ad . gy 4 . 3 " v L e
e ' o
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Honorable Bibb Graves

The Governor of Alabams .
Montgomery, Alabama

My dear Governor Graves:

Your nﬂnlhnmtmdﬂymﬂmwﬂwnm“wm
Seotbaboro defendants on parols to the Defense Committes has csused grest oon-
sern to all these vho kmow about 1, !.Hlﬂiﬂ;mu!hl.;h:ukummm
1ife. :

"1t 1a & mabter of Teal rogret that the time has spparantly oome vhon ve mst
relonse these facts to the ;r‘alrl-l publio because we dosired to evold this ed- ._I i
a1tional reflockion on the mame of tha Statc of Alabum. 1¢ 4a your failure to '
cbaorve your word hich ﬂqui.rn the: publication of theso faote,  —- <. ¥

M Goverzor of ﬂm you gave ywr vord before Npuhhh #t:n-ml -itH.n J,

'yuur own atabo, (and thrrn are doouments to support this lutumnt,] thnt ;'uu

would reloaso the rminl.n; Ssottsbore dofondasts om pu-nlu tu tho mrmn- J.':m.--

mittoe, Dato esd hour of this relcaso wero sot by you. _

' Beoauso your subscquent rofusel to go thru with your glven word has nurdu o
aituation wharo sxtrono bittornoss hos Milﬂn heving sosdial and 'poliﬂuﬂ. rupnr— ik .
1:m.|||i.:u._c:.-I.n.JF 1% bocomos nogessnry o glvo & girple %#imo sehodulo of mnﬂc which hn-m
led to o situstion whoroln a Govormer 89 shoakingly botrays an nﬂnﬂtu:ﬂ.‘l.l.l‘ ﬂniuh
was booked by his own word, ! : ..

In July of 1937, ofter five dofendants hod bosn n.d,jud.gud gullty by jur; and
-nn\nnuad for turma from twonkty to uinnirnl.m yoors, tho Stoato of .i.lnbu.m ro=
vorsed lts prosodure relecsing four do fendants thru nolle prosse wetion, r.‘.ithn

"1l dofondonts woro ohirged on oxuotly thoe suso tn:tham:r, und for nourly seven
yuors have becn considurod ogually gullty by ﬂ-m Stoto, cbﬂ.uully thia Int-n o :
thorely untenchle prsitien om which the §tote of Alchame aould not stand, 08 you
frooly spated on govorcl cootsions. ]

1n Docoshor 1937, sfter prolimlnury arrongomonts theu tho Alobarn Equﬂ:‘hm

' Gomettoo, on interview was hold wikh you by Dr. Hemry pancnds, of Biiminghaa;- L A
Ghairman of tha Alabama Soottsboro Commdttas, Mr, Giover Hall, Editor of the
Montgere oy Advortisor, ond mysclf os Chadirsan of tho Notionnl Dofonso Cormittoo,

At tho ond of thut sonforonoo you frooly statod your intonticn of ralnn.un;
tho ho;r- as soon ns the casss woro out of the hands of the judiciury. Copy of o
dooumant n;md by Mossrs, Edmonds, Bﬂl and myself, dated Docombor 22, 1837,

pubstantivtos this stuteront asd is included in this lottor as & part of it

"jomornndum of o conferomas with Oovernor Greves, hold om Dusember 21, 1837,

by Dry mundi, hr. Grover Hull, rnd Dr. Cholmuras

il LAY




d 2,
“Tho lattoer from Mussra, Johnoton, Chuppell, Kills, wnd Dr. Bdmonds w.s bofore
him und hed beun roud by the Governor, i

“Or, Edmonds ceked the Governor to listen te the stutement of Dr, ﬂhli-?ll on
the prosont situstion of the Soottsboro Case, ot

"Dr. Chalmers began with tho premise as statod !.:n tha Jn’.l.nt letter before uu s
OGovernor that the Steto of Alaboma will be ll.ﬁjlﬂ h ﬂlﬁhin and adverss ynp-
gonda so long sa those hhﬂm‘tl remia in prison, He emphasized the !Mmpu.tv
of four nfthimmdblh;lﬂim‘hﬂndmrmupﬂmmih ll-n:. -I“
'llhl-l"l and evideme, i oy ; '. ¥ i

"He su!-l.ﬂg-d.ﬂmt :I.tm*ovd puhunpduurtnu.u Hu pmrl n:t .‘
almwhmﬂ- ﬂn?mnﬂhwauhmrwﬁn:lpnmmwm

fagt. a! ih. mr'l wmp ond. W‘Mﬂl" in hnn-lllln{ ﬂtﬂwﬁt

e

of simlar mhu'- iurn ﬂny n- in‘h h{u, :urmms.m. _ 0
< Ry i
'n- asicsd for aumm. uum 1.:.41.-; to the !.mdhh r-hﬂ.li Em dafond-

umh-r th- cirmmmatances,
s -J'u';-_ Grover Hall imﬂntul}r volead his mnlu-hnrhd and :.umnlifhd. puul-‘l..

was not reascnnble,
-

Mo suid that his omn mind wes therefere clear cn the wotion he should toke

when thb sases "fell in his laop." e P ..?:--.:.
© "Hg folt 1% was not possible for him to toke .nnqr nn.ti;:jn ‘o lt.li.;..lhl:.'t.hil;" was

nny pending appeal bofore the enurts, but thut when the cascs had bt-'u.n decided in .
the Bupremo Courts and lognl motion hid cocsed, 4% wea hio intentlem te oot qu!.ﬂd.;r' 4
and definitely, : {

"br,. Chalmers offored to ﬂthdr?'l the appeals 1f it would faollitate the
Governor's immediate n.itiw_.. : '

"Mho Governor stated that the cases would be heard in Jonuary, thot only o fow
woske rermined to put them before him in regulur ordor, thot he mould profor to
awnit coticn uneil the cases had passed through their routine. :

VR
; ‘IIII .x l.'w-l.ﬂl and m:.n-l. | mnt n.h oy '
ik BB e . oL “ﬂ'{ ¥ hl
10ok like a el X nnlwmmwmmmmmﬂ of the Statu
RS
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4 3, ¢

is pntonable with holf out and half in on the siro churges nnd evidense (ho used _
wzain his oxprossieon of helf fish rnd hulf fowl), My mind is clocr on the aotiom
roquired to romody this i possiblo position, Uhon tho otsos oomo bofore mo I in= ‘"
tond to oot promptly. I ocmnot bo nmy oloaror thun that, oon IT® i

"Tho conforcnoo lesbod mocrly an hour, It wus ngroud by Dr, Bdmonds, Mr. Hall,
ond Dr, Cholrmors in oo l.l:rnﬂ.ir.'ﬁl ponsultotion cftersards thot tholr undurstonding :
w.a that tho Oovernor intonded to usc tho powors vustod in his offico for tho o=
mediate roloase of the ooouscd .0 soon o tho ﬂ-“l-; wee out of tho juﬁhiu-; end
in the hends of the oxoeutive, : : Er A

"This momert.ndum wos propared nt onse ond ottosted thot tho roaord of the I
sonferanse might be cosurate nnd wrquostionod. R ;

i (o) GROVER C, HALL. - r =;.;'
EEHIY M, EDMoNDE . 7
a-:.l.nmmmms

Doo. B2, 1937 3

In tho lata lprl:;.; of lﬂ!rl;,.m rustetod your intontion to Mr, Shapire,
Soorotary of tho Netiennl Dofonse Comrdttoo, und at that tiio sedo dofinito nl::-
gostions oz tho mon you wished to npposr bofore the Pardon Beord os soon as the
§tato Supromo Court rojoctod the appenl of tho last ousose Bpﬂniﬂunuf you in=
slstod that in additlicn te Mr, Fornoy Johnstom, of Blmtngj‘lm, und q‘lulf ﬂiu woro .
nocossary os advcontos to prosont uqrmi.u phosos of the :lnlu. Iir. l.'lmh.lﬂ ﬂu.lnr,
Prosidont of Avendnlu Hills, Birminghom, :lse som of & formur gnvurnor, u_hnuhl tlso
' appour to support publicly the contention thut it we gond publie poliey te i-nhr.u.,.
tho priscoora, i . e

In July, 1938, this hearing wes hold with tho full Kknoledgo of 611 Qturcm_a :
parsons that tho pofdon huaring wos to clocr tho roenrd for your astlon, A1l
those taking purd Know bofore the honring thet tho Pardon Board's dooision would
pra'n:-.blly- ba unfu.'n-:r?,hln, but that 1t wos your intontion to not os you hod indieatod
r.s a mottor of gond public palioy.

AftorF €b Roaring ms conploted, you theikod the Parden Board for thoir
courtosy in- mocting in your offiso, and Lurodictoly csked, bofore ndjourning the
heering, thnt Mr. Fornoy Johnston, Hr.l. Donald Cowmor, Mr. Orovor Hall, lr, Morris
Shapire, Soorotary of the Coordttos, and I romain in y-ur offlec for a eonforonao.

As som 1.8 tho I'P;h,ul'l had gono sut, you snld that you hnd cakod ue to rumeln
thet you might twll us the wy your mind wis working on this mttor. You told us

thit 1t wus your intuntion to porele the boys in the oustndy of thu Dufunca Cone

mittos = gnon ra the Porden Bawrd hod submitted it deolslom tnd tirmm  omough
hed olapsed for y~u o hour iny thot shjcotud ta the rolerso.

= Frd= ‘__._.. }

;,.-‘



5 n-nd.lwur wos sok, mmu, m m tho doto uf mtnbur 24th ot ton 5lu1no.t..
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4 Pallwing @ briof diseussion rad congrotulttions by the Alabuma eitizons on
#he “sourage =nd wisdunm of your deoisim, the confuruios wdjournod,
Affidavits supprrbing the sbwe stibciunt eun oo soourcd 1f dusired from tmy .
ono or all af the ven prusent, ;
Every m.n oxprussod himsolf, cftorw.rds, ta being eortndn ~f yowr olocr -
intontion, °
In proparing for tho promised roloass, I wrote a lottor %0 ¥ u outlining tho
stops to bo takon in antieipatiom of your promised ebien, This lottor, & copy
of vhich you have, woa cnswored by you making naly minor nqgn:ﬂm on ]rruwdw_
ond by dirooct.implisotion furthor doounonted your glven word, ; ol
Iuhlnunu!ﬂ;r, in & conforonce with tho lmhr; of the ﬂnuﬂ.ﬂnn u Mﬂih,
you ogain axprossod rw Mu to rolorse the Senttsboro d:rm n.t 8 dnh faa’ il
-_thﬂt-ﬂuhhthuﬂ ﬂl‘hﬂ_,_;pﬂlﬂlinghlus ihﬂﬂ‘r.l'n!l.itun mmm &.‘lﬂ; ;
¢
htn:‘ booausa of ul.mll of your 'Lupl n.hhur. you :Hquuhd thut Hm data bn
postponed to Maméey, Oot'der 3lat, r, uhnps.rn wnd 1 woro wakud to b 1: yur
-::tﬂ.u ut ten, rmd' tho roletse f the pﬂ.lmrl w8 sut !"nr ultvon qln.lwk. ;
A lotter wrs proparo’ by oo ot your lmnﬂ:im e voring our undurstntisg of
the conditims undor which tha rolonsg o us w8 to bu redo. 4 aopy »f thut is j
inoludod heres ki '
His Exocollonoy
The Governor of Jlubam
Montgooory, Alcbame
My dear Govornor Grnves: :
4s you rolonse to cur onrc Hoyweod Pattorsen, Clarence Nerris, Chorlos
“ocras, ocnd Androw Sirlght of tho so=onllod Scottasbore Cosa, I wmmk to tell
; you whot wo hnpo and plen to do with thom, i
' shall tnko thon to ploces alrcady proparcd for thom nmong ru‘]_.ﬁgimu :
and friondss Thoy will not bo takon to Nowfork or its vieinity, Rathor wo e !
nx‘pq“ thon tn be plaged in ot lonst twn, cnd Fﬂf‘ﬂ!ﬂb.hr throo, diffurunt :

oitice whore rolutivos or frionds nf ctoch can holp theri ; . 4

Lo expiot to uot, in sa fur .8 wo cun, .8 woffleicl guerdions oponing up
for thom, whoerevor passiblc, npportunitivs in scheals ~r tridus whoro they eon
bo rohcbilitetod,

!
tio understrnd that they nre on o six mnthe pareln, during vhich tirmo thoy

urc expootod to mnko o monthly ropert to the Parelo Bonrds. Yio nlso shall mako

o nonthly roport and shall de all in our prwor to huwe thon livo up to tho

=

N e T

requirorunt of thoir parcleo, While w onn nat bo, in tho vory moture of things,
offiolal parclo affiocors, wo shall in evury wmy conduct oursclves in the |p1rit. - _,—I

. - i
] - ¥ L y
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Moy I add, to this lotter of o -nfirncti-n of our undorstonting of our
rosponsibility in comnootinn with this tot ~f yours, my opprocintien of your
onurtosy in decling with us in this fosuo. It is ry opinion that your act
will bo rosognisod thraughout the world rs o right nnd ecuregoous fooing of
o eituntlon which has troublod mamy thoughtful poople fnr mony yoors.

With sordial good wishes, :

Bincaroly
(Bignod) ALLAY KUTGHT CHILIERS
" -
lu;re. oitisons in Atlanks, Cineimankl, and Clovolend wore talon into our aan

fidunsa euly after you had aﬂinmh sot the doto, Thoso Nogro eitizons worked
put o dotailed plun umm all nut!.:.:cmh- far tho mfn rolotsa af bm baoya
and the bu;tmin. af ‘thoir I\M-hill“ﬁm in tho cuteldu F‘rld. hotunl Nmtlm
of ours, train :.nunmsd.:_.ﬂm, and sorviocs of socitl wrkers, word dofinitely

ongaged far the perticuler tires neided, rad rdoguite fun's far their caro u_wru"'
providod. ; &)

D Baturdny eftornoon; Ostebor 29th, with uvorything arrongod in dotail for
their rolomso on Honday, n talogrom wes rusolved from you asking for o mm
of your ogrocd aotions In the intorin formor Sonctor Hoflin hed had nu intorviow
I’lﬂ: you ond subsoquontly govo o ﬂ:mtm interview to the prporss

Sinoo that tiro you have given us mo satisfuotory oxplamtion for changing

y-ur commdtmont to us of o yoar's standing, - -

\lo have cobod -!.&.‘Ih you ell elmg in ;:;m‘l faith, Thoro has boon 1o tui-ain; n;
your doofsion by enything bus tho st friondly roons. Tho initiative has boem i
faken by roputable Alabem oltizoms of stanling and influonco. You havo givon us
no ground for supprsing that your word wis not soriously glvons .

That you should aow withdrew from your decision, undor which you hu\'t hnmd.n;l;
all-wed us to rot for o porind of o yusr, is such o botréyrl of cll hoasr ond do- E:
aonay i:'hr-i_.-__ 1% has shookod rom ~f high strading vho cru requrinted with thé ﬂ.uv'a'-.'

If this lettor, prophred thit thoro might be n briof rosume of tha '.I-l\-rgor ik
record for lmcdicte rolocse bofnre Christras, ;ows out o tho public 1% will bo
bocausa yuul. hove rofused to tocko retlon ts oclonr tho nomo of Mﬂhum fren this

unguostionod staln on hor honors lon may differ in tholr sonviotions about tho

truth or folschond of n logal trinl. Thore s no nppocl bofere ron af honor from
& fGovornor going beok on his :l.wﬁ word,
Vory sinooroly yours,

./4"‘-'4’4... J%‘Jéz—z-«

Chairmn, Soottaboro Dofonsa

i /{:nﬂﬂ-uu.
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VENORAYIUM 0 THE PRESIDENT O THE SCOTTSBORO CASE
The Special Problem arising at this time,
ocomes from the fmet that hmwhmﬂlhh-ﬂuawu

bafora reputable witoesses, supported by doouments, he would
releass the Saottaboro defendants on parole to the
Dafense Committes. and hour of this release was set by the
Governor himself.

Subsequently, the Oovernor refused to go thru with his
given word, making a situation where extreme bitterness oan arise
which will have sooial and politioal reperoussicme.

SERGNOLOGY

NOTE: This covers only the
present phass of the case. A
further history is submitted
herewith in case 1t 18 desired
for reference.

A
July 1837, after five defendants had besn adjudged
guilty by jury and sentenced for terms from twenty to ninety-nine
yoars, the State of Alabamm reversed its prosedurs releasing four
defendants thru nolle prosse action, altho all defendants were
charged on exastly the same testiseny, and for nesarly seven years
have been comsidered equally guilty by the State.

B
December 1837, after preliminary arrangements thru the
Alabama Seottabere Committes, mn intorview was held with Dovernor
Graves by Dr. Henry Edmonds, of Birminghan, Chairman of the Alabana
Seottabore Cm.ii:tui Mr. Grover Hall, Editor of the Montgomery
Advertiser, and Dr. Allan Enight Chalmers of Brondway Tabernacle
Churoh, New York, Chairman of the Nationsl Defenss Committen.

At the end of that sonference the Governor fresly statsd
bis intention of releasing the boys as socon as the cases wers out
of the hands of the judielery. Copy of a doounent signed by Msssrs.
Ednonds, Hall, and Chalmers, dated December 22d, 1837, substantiates
this statement.

g

In the late spring of 1938, Oovernor Graves restated
his intention to Mr. Shapiro, Sesrstary of the National Defense
Committes, mnd at that tine made definite suggestions on the men
he wished to appear before the Pardon Board as scon ns the State
Supreme Court rejected the appeal of the last cases. Spegifioally,
the Governor insisted that in additlon te Mr. Forney Johnston, prom=
lnent lawyer who is the son of a former governor, of
and DOr. Chalmers, who were necessary as advocates to present certain
phases of the case, Mr. Donald Comer, President of Avondnle uillse,
Birmingham, also sen of a former governor, should also appear to
support publisly the oomtemtion that i1t was good publis policy to
relenge the prisoners.




1 hawe asked you to remain that I may tell you the way my mind

s working on this matter. It is my intemtion to parole the bays
in the sustody of Dr. Chalmers’ Committes as soon as the Pardon

Board has submitted its decision and time emough has elapsed for
to hear any that object to the relemse.”

Following a brief discussion and congratulations by
the Alabams oltigens on the courage and wisdom of his decision,
the conference adjourned.

Affidavits supporting this paragraph can be seoured
if desired from any one or all of the men present.

Every man exproessed himself, afterwards, as being
eoartain of the Governor's clear intentiom.

E

In preparing for the promised relemse, & latter was
written by Dr. Chalmers to Governor Graves cutlining the steps to
be taken in anticipation of the Governor's promised motion. This
lettar, copy of which is attached, was answered by OJovernor Graves
on his own stationery and aigned with his own hand, making only
minor suggestions on procedurs and by implication further decu-
menting his given word.

F

Subssguently, in s conference with Mr. Shapire om
dotails, the Governor mgain expressed his intention to releass '
the boys at a date that would be in the near future, promising to
let the Committee lmow whem the date and hour was set. The date
of Ootober 24th at ten o'clock was firet set. Subsequently, be-
cause of 1llness of his legal mdvisor, the Governor requested that
the date be postpened to Monday, Ootober 3lst. Dr. Chalmers and
Mr. Shapiro were asked o be in his office at ten, and the release
of the boys was set for eleven o'olock.

G

A letterwms propared bty Dr. Chalmers at the Governor's
suggestion covering our understandin; of the conditioma under
which the boys were to be relensed, '.Eu;v attached /] Negro oltlcens
in Atlanta, Cinoirmati, and Cleveland were taken into our confidemoe
enly after the Oovernor had offlelslly set the date. These Negro
gitizens worked out a detailed plan covering all comtingencies for
the safe release of the boys and the begioning of their rehabili-
tation in the outside world. Actual ressrvations of cars, train
aooomodations, and services of scoial workers, were actually engaged
for the particular times needed, and adequate funds for the oare 8
the boys were provided.




.mm Ootober 2Fth, & telegram was

for a postponement of mctiom.
revealed the fact that former Senator Hefflin had had an interview
with Governor Oraves and subsequently had given a threateming im-

%
T
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wns his opinion that there was at least a fifty fifty chanoe that
the kmife was planted. Whether itwas or not, it ﬂhﬂ]g‘pﬁ
a osrtain oolor to the Governor's mind as he interviewsd boya.
Telegrams and telephons calls, which the Jovernor desaribsd as
peremptory and insulting, were recelved at the moment of the in-
terviews from known Communist leaders in the Btate. All these
things combined in influeneing the Governor's attituds.

From that single brief interview with theses submormal
Nogro boys who had been nearly eight years in prison and who were
naturally on edge over this interview, made the Governor comelude
that the boys were definitely anmtl-asclal and that, if releassd, they
would be dangerous to the community in which they were placed.
Hie contention is not borne out by those who have known the priscn-
ers in a great muoher of interviews, nor by the psychiatric report
prepared by Or. Branch of Tuakegee under the direction of Dr. A« A.
Brill, eminent New York psychistrist. That report shows that the
four already releassd by the State had far lesa chance of successful
read justment to life than those still resalining in confineaemt.
Yot it is a matter of record that all those released by the State
have been successfully returped to normal 1life since their release.

Flease read exhibit E ms answer to this attitude of the Governor.

I

It is on the advice and with the full support of Dr.
Henry Edmonds, Mr. Forney Johnstom, Mr. Donald Comer, Mr. Jumes
Chappell (Bditor of the Birminghas News and Herald) of Birming-
ham, and Mr. Grover Eanll of Montgomery, who have been acting aa the
exeoutive committes of the Alabame Scottsboro Committees of forty-
pine eninent oltizens of the State, whits and colored, that we urge
you to talk with Governor Oraves om your trip %o Warm Springs at
Thanksgiving tine, trying to oake him ses the catastrophy Lt will
be for all the pecple of ocur way of thinking and worlkdng if he doea
not earry thru an sction which was unquestionably understood by
thess reputable oitizens to be definite and final.

Mr. Johnston, whose standing ms a lewyer ls beyond
question, advises both by telsgraph and telephons that the way is
legally ‘open for Governor Uraves to oarry thru his suggested parols
before the end of his term, December 3lsat.

COLCLUSION

It 1is obvious that if we do mot want to have this case
returned to the control of organieations and individuals who prooeed
by demunoistion and viclemce to atiain their enda, it is incumbent
upon us not to lose out on this solutiom mow. WMr. Johnston said at
the end of the last confermmce of the exesutive committes of the
Alabama Boottsboro Committes that this is "the most unique ssololog-
ioal experimant on the working out of a sooial problem that has come
in my 1ife time, and if we fail en it we will set back the possibil=-
ities of relationship betwesn the North and the Bouth on some of
thess issues for a generation.”



m_m
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If time does not allow for
reading all the records appendsd,
r:éﬂr‘hd in red

the part in exhi
is the most impo



(1) A letter to Govermor Graves, December Bth, 1838,
vital to the situation. It should be
noted that the history of the Case will show that before the end
of that sonth, at the Governor's insistence, which he has stated
befors witnesses, Attorney Gesersl Carmichael and Special Prossous
tor Enight were sent to New York to see if & sebttlement oould be
negotiated with the committes.

Such a settlement was arranged and doouments to support
it can be supplied if 1t becomes pertinent. Subsequently, Attorney
General Carmichael, finding he sould not earry thru the agresssnt
because of Judge Callahan's change of attituds, ran cut om the trisl
at the last momant and ekipped the Sate, making 1%t impossible for
prominent State officlals and newspaper editors even to make oontact
with hi= during the subsequent trimls. This in itself is & black
mark on the record. ¢ -

(2) A letter to Mr. Forney Johnatenm covering this
item is alss appended .

-
(1) Copy of the memorandum of the Dacember 21st, 1937,
conference in which Oovernor Uraves expressed his imtention to
releass the boys.

(2) Letter of May 4th, 1938, from Dr. Chalmers to
Governor Graves, sovering the procedurs in earrying out the agreement.

(3) Letter from Governor Uraves o Dr. Chalchrs
scknowledging the lettor and making only minor suggestions of reascms
for dtl_l.]r or differences of procedure.

Together thess form n alear understanding of the Governor's
oxpressed imtention. When you add the testimony of such men as Dr.
Edmonds and Messrs, Johnston, Comer, snd Hall, the record is ungues-
tionable. Copy of letter from Hall just received im exhibit (4]

i)
(1) Telegrams from Governor Graves sstting the dates
of the sppointoent for the releasse. Also telegra= from Orover Hall,

(2) Letter from Dr. Chalmers to Governor Graves covering
the agresment om parole, which letter was prepared at the Governer's

suggestion.
E

Letter from Dr. Chalsers to Dr. Edmonds, Mr. Johnaton,
and Mr. Hall, sovering what Mr. Johnston oalls my "brief” before the

Gevernor the conference in which he wans urged to oarry thru his
action. ﬂll the material in this letter was prosented E the Governor
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