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NELSON C. BROWN
NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY
SYRACUSE, M. ¥,

Dear Mr. Presidentt

On January 5th I inspected the cutting operatione
which have been completed on Plot No. 1 along the
North-South road leading to the Jones' lot below the
Hilltop cottage and the felling as started along the
Fewbold road with Mr, Plog and Mr, George Fee of the
Hudson Valley Lumber Company. I think Fee is doing
a very good Job, particularly in low stumps, in care-
ful felling, and in the utiliszation of tops down to
about 6 inches or less. I requested him to have all
log heuling done when the roads and forest floor are
frozen so that there will be minimum damage in skidding
and hauling operations. He is very anxious to do a
good Jjob and I hope that you will be pleased when Fou
see 1it,

The large 4l-inch yellow poplar and 38-inch
cucumber trees below the house have not been marked
and will not be cut. I made thie clear to both Plog
and Fee. In view of your wish not to cut some of the
white pines along the circular road leading to the
south from the main river road, I have asked them not
to cut up fo 12 white pine trees that were marked and,
in their place, mark a few additional oaks in the woods
between fhe farm road and the Newbold road especially
in the ewampy locations.

I brought along one of the feature writers of
Fortune Magazine aes he was very anxious to get a story
about your forestry operations, and this article will
appear in their magasine in March or April. I also
secured the number of Christmas trees cut and the
returne from their sale. You are really on a sustained
yield basis now both as to timber growth and financial
returns. This is the old "war ery" of the forestry
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profession. The returns from the sale of Christaas
treos should more than take care of all gurrent
sxpensss on your forestry operations from here on
and, meanwhile, the treos are growing to provide
sugcesnive sawlog and pulpwood orope at perisdic
intervals. During 1943, you received more than
$2,000 from the sale of saw timber and mbout $2750
from the sale of Christzas trees. In 1944, the returns
should be still better. The expenses for planting
will probably continue for a few more years and your
revanues should considerably exceed your expenditures.

There has bean some interest in cutting the timber
on the Fogere'! place, and if that is now deeded to the
Government and the maturs tiszber 1s avallable for sale
1 shall be glad to aseist in ite marking and sale.

I shall regularly check in on the cutting operations
and make reporte from time to time and hope that when
you go te Hyde Park you will find conditions satisfac-
tory in every way.

VWhen in Washington I was delighted ts hear that
¥ou were recovering from your cold, and I hope that the
coming New Year will be the best ever in avery way.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

-

F.5. The farm woodlot advisory work of the Forest Service
may go to the Sgil Oommervation Service 1f the tudget
allooation of funds prevails, I hope you have time to
logk over the attached memo.

WA 17, 144,



State foresters and others are raising the
question why the Federal farm forestry activities are
being carried on by the Scil Conservation Service as
well as by the Forest Service.

Traditionelly the Foreet Service has been effective-
ly handling this metivity. The outcome of .thiu rather
anomalous and confusing situation depends, I assume,
upen the 1ntarprufat1on given it by the Bureaw of the
Budget. If you agree, and believe that the Forest
Service should do this work rather than the Soil
Consarvation i’mrﬁce. it will be warmly appreciated
if you will pass along word to this effect to the

Budget Burean,
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THE WHITE HOUSE 635?

WASHINGTON

January 12, 1944.
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. PLOG!

The President did receive a
checik for half the amount of the cutting

operation.
The President also asks me to
tell you how delighted he 1s with the .

mr;u ¥ou have made in selling the
Christmas trees.

Grace G. Tully
Private Gecretary

(lopy f o mse JoOK - Chtilngy, o foite, YY)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Jan. 4, 1944
WEdU FUR GRACE:

Write to Plog and tell him that
the tree people huve sent a check for
half the amount and I am glad they are
going ahead with the cutting. I am
delighted the way they are making progress

with the selling of the Xmas trees.

F.U.R.

e
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WASHINGTON
January 12, 1944 .
4AEMORANDUM FOR WRS. NESBIT:

I talked with Miss Thompson to
find out about the items I have checked
on this bili. She tells me they were
ordered for the party given by the Presi-
dent and Mrs, Roosevelt to the Military
Pollce at Hyde Park.

Miss Thompson thinks that Perhnaps
this should come out of your "entertainment
funan,

If this is all right with You, would
you be good eénough to send me a check for

these 1tems and I shall inelude it with
@y cheex for the balance of the bill.

GHACE G. TULLY

finfiyy fited - Ths Lfn.f':.‘t;/'(éc, -vy)

(]
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THE WHITE HOUSE @W

WASHINGTON

January 13, 1944.
MEMORANDUM FOR
MHRS. NESBIT:

The President asks me to send
you this memorundum to say that in view
of the fact that when he 1s at Hyde
Perk he very frequently has official
visitors for meals, he feels that 1t
would be only fair to ask the White
House to pay the Hyde Park Grocery
and Hyde Park Market billls ocut of the
regular house account.

It would be a little difficult
to keep track of the number of people
and the number of meals separately,
and therefore this would be about the
averuge of what 1ls spent each month
for such wvisitors.

Gruce G. Tully
Private Becretary

éfflyﬂ'&‘*\. A, Zd»&y? 1#(4(-6{' v-vy)
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NELSON C, BROWN 4]
MEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY F"
BYRACUBE, M. ¥,

Dear Ur, President:

Thank you a0 much for your nice letter of February
2nd, In your erowded hours this is especially
appreciated,

I have notified the Budeon Valley Lumber Company
to forward the second and final chedc for $2,050
to you in mccordance with the terma of the con-
tract, They have advised me that this will go
formard to you this weelk, They want to cut a few
more oaks for piling esnecially in the area
between the Fewbold and Farm roads, If agrecable
to you and the price is right, I shall mark soms
provided the condition of the stand permitas.

I expect to chedk in on the timber felling and log
heuling later this month or early in March and
perhaps show one or two of the Foreast Service men
something of your selective logglng and tree plant-
ing operations,

As you have been conducting a successful forestry
enterprise on your place since 1912 and have
started a center of comsiderable forestry interest
throughout the Hudson Valley, as well as
contributing so much to the National conservation
program, I thought that your forestry activities
should be memorialized and contimued in the years
to come, Perhaps some of the Rogers' place might
be turned into a commnity forest for Hyde Paric,

I find a good deal of enthusiasm for the commnity
forest idea in the poatwar period, There are
soveral axcallent examples of revemues of from
£2,000 to $10,000 or more from the sale of sawlogs,
Christmas trees, excelslor wood and other materials



2.

from several community forests in the Northeast.
¥With the Frederick Vanderbilt place being
preserved as a momument for the future and the
Rogers' place being teken over by the government,
there ghould be a commnity of forestry 1ntura:ta
combined in some group effort, Perhaps in this
group it would be well tc have Hyde Park develop
at least a small commnity foreat which conld be
ugsed for recreational and paric purposes ss well
as for timber growth and revemies, Perhaps we
could erystallize some of these idess when I next

see you, if agreeable,

With renewed thazks for your fine letter, and
with best regards in which Alice sends her love,

Sincerely,
FNELSON €, EROWN

Pregident Franiklin D, Roosevelt
The White Houge
Washington, D, C.

February 11, 1944,
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February 18, 1944.

correction

about

:uuftmm
I said before, I think some

made

Always sincerely,

Honorable Elmer Van
’ Town of
n&o&n ’
New York.

Datebe
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TAX LAND RADING:

Officials of Seven States Cile
Their Revenue Losses at
Hearing Session Here

HYDE PARK MAN COMPLAINS

Federal Legislation to Compel
Payments by Government
to Replace Loss Urged

The encroachments of the Fod-
oral Government upon local peliti=
cal subdivisions, which cause
lossea In tax revenues to those
arcas, including the Township of
Hyde Park, N. Y., met with the
protests of officials from seven
Stutes yesterday at a hearing be-
fore the Congressional Commitiee
on Public Lands.

Representative J, Hardin Peter-
son of Florida, chairman of the
commitice, prezided at the sesalon
In the Holel Roosevelt in which
members of the New York State
Joint Legislative Commiltes on In=
teratate Cooperation alse jolned.
Mr. Peterson, who came from
Washington for the hearing, urged
all witncases who appeared befors
him, Lo present detailod written re-
poris of their “gricvancea™

The P[ﬂl‘-:'é'l B\"lﬂud in extent
from that of C. B. Forsyth, corpo-
ration counsel of Rocheater, N. Y,
whao charged that “indiscriminats
judgment had been used by ilhe
Government in ‘selecting  aites,”
thus cauning what he described as
“an unjust and serious situation;”
to that of Richard F. Flood Jr.,
doputy director of revenue and fin-
ance of Bayonue, M. J., who pic-
tured that mynicipality's sltuation
a8 “desperata” becauso of the Fed-
eral Government's eccupation of 25
por gent of the ssscssable area,
wilh & corresponding loss In lax
revenue,

BY U. 5. PROTESTED

Hyde Park's Losses Clled

Elmer Van Waguer, Buparviser
of the Town of Hyde Park, clted a
loss of 40 cent of the tax re-
celpls to the town's Fire District
because ol the recent removal of
§473,000 in nascased valuation fram
the tox rolls which had a total val-
uation of §3,300,000, Explaining
that this was due to the converslon
of large estates for Federal Park

rposca, he Loatified that one of

ose was ‘lhe Franklin Delana
Roosevelt Library, asseased at
$42,000. ‘Another was the estute
of Col. Rdmund mfﬂ with a val-
uation of §138,000, he sald,

A murmur of protest followed
John R. Spring's assertfon that
“our relations with the Federal
Government have heen happy in
Mew Hampshire,” after he had
outlined for the committes recent
changea he had noted as chalrman
of the Tax Commission In that

taken from State land valuation
for a flood control project, Mr,
Spring said that this had been off-
sel by beneflits to some areas, and
that the townships had rocelved
25 per cent of the revenus from
timber cut from lands given over
for National Park purposes,

A pro I for some form of
Federal tlon which will en-
able the State snd local Eovern-

ments Lo obtaln tax returns from
all lands removed from assessment
lists since Sept. B, 1630, was pre-
sented by Marcus G. Christ, County
Attorney In Nassau, rapresenti
the joint commitics of counties an
towns Included In the membership
of the New York State Joint Laegla-
lative Committcs,

Mandatory FPayments Urged
The proposal that i=
slon be mads for * prumplpmi-

of the Federnl

estate, lneltn:ldln;
Eovernmen noy or -
tion for mq‘ultlrmhm:
and use the property ls acquired.”
It alsa urged that “payment of
lecal taxes pursuant to Fedaral law
be made mandatory upon the Fed-
eral agency having control of the

ulsitlon of real
nama of the

such authorization by
Federal law for the payment of
taxcs, the proposal s ed that
“such taxation should be construsd
o Include local arseasments and as-
scgaments for benefits, as well as
I'ad valorem' taxation, In the same
|manner a8 such property, If pri-

vately owned, would be taxed or
|samexsed

by the local taxing mu-

aon of Clalr of Cali-
fornia, M. La te of Towa
wgm.!.lmrchm af Caolo-
ra

Assemblyman Harcld C.
of Attica, N. Y., presided
for the New York State committee.

State, Although §500,000 had been

fication to local assessing officers
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V‘Pl BILL FOR TREES gpm v 22210
STATE OF NEW YORK Order H.“BDJH

U
ﬁﬁ CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

HOITA O ATy MY Date _ E~B4-44

FPresident
Tr D..

To

find il mwn'l sty i al ) -
All checks payable to Conservation Department,
—Washington, 0. G =T a0 qet Trees FUO.B, Nursery,

Notice of shipment will be sent in advance.

No trees shipped until paid for, For permanent record return this bill for receipt.
ST 1 na":‘;nd within 10 II: 52 ¥
,.-'EL order is subject to unng'ﬂnn. '

'} Hﬂ\tﬁ IF RECEIPT 13 WANTED, RETURN THIS BILL, IF NOT RETURNED, QUOTE ORDER NUMBER
—
Wy _— Piltener

Caantity . Description thousand | fimount

7,500 Norway aspruce seedl. 4 yT. 4,50 | 33,78

7,500 |White epruce seedl. 4 ¥r. 4.50 | B83.75

7,500 Dougles fir seedlings 3 ¥r. 3.50 | 26.25

300 Wnite cedar trans. 5 yr. £.00 1.80

7,500 |Balsem geedl, 4 yr. 4.50 | 33,78

If these trees are desired for plenting on %r partiicular
date, kindly advise when remitting. Otherwis they will

@ ah ad oper time.

1f payment is made by money order, please have
same made out to Conservatlon Department and
drawn on the Albany post office,




Pebruary 29, 1944.

Dear Mr. Rooney:

The President asks me to thank
you éver so much for your check in the
amount of $2,050.00, representing final
payment for the timber.

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G,
Private Becretary

Marshall Rooney, Bsq.,

President
Hudson Tliliy Ek“.h“ Corporation,
ork,

Nanuet, New
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HUDSON VALLEY LUMBER CORPORATION

“"HUDVALCO" OAK Standard for Ship Work

CABLE ADDRESS HUDVALCO, NANUET, M. Y.
JURT TWERTY-FIVE MILIE FROS TIMES BOpsng

BENDING OAN, NEBLE: TIMBERS TELEPHONES NANUET B2 - B22 WHITE CEDAM BOAT BOARMOE

RAILROAD AND BHIF TIHBER New York DimecT Wine HAHSAANY, TEAK,
OAK PILING OF AMY BIZE MARBLE 7-8355 WALNUT, HICKORY: ABH, ETC,

WATER DELIVERY, PILING AND LUMBER FACOM OUR DOCK, FOOT ESSEX STREET. JERSEY, CITY, M. J,

February 23rd, 1944

The Honorable Franklin D. Roossvaelt
The White Hoose
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Presidsnt:

Enclosed herewith find cur cheeck in
the amoant of $2,050.00, being finsl payment in
accordance with the terms of onr econtract for the
parchase of the timber at Hyde k, Hew York.

i r Qorporation

E{thja Harshall Roprey, Presjden
ngs |

All agreements are made contingent upon strikes, fires, foods, accidents, delays of carrlers and other deluys unavoidable or beyond our control, [
All quotations are made bor prompe acceptance, Subject o change withour motice.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

February 29, 1944.
AL s i,
Gentlemen:

Will you be good enough to
deposit the enclosed check in the
amount .of $2,050.00 W0 the credit of
Franklin D, Roosevelt?

Very truly yours,

Grace Q.
Private Secretary
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HEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESBTRY
BYRACUSE, M. T,

|
_ ! My dear President:
|

You gave me a grand time on Saturday and I am more

than:grateful for your usual pleasant hospitality,

| I always get a great thrill out of being with you,
and I know you will have a tough time avoiding being
President for the fourth term, whether or not you

| want to,

i Enclosed are the details of the estimate for the
E supplemental cutting which I have indicated in the
, records as Plot No, 6, 'Saturday morning we marked 78
| trees which total 20,290 board feet, At $30,00 per
thousand, this will amount to $608,70 and I have asked
the Hudson Valley Lumber Company to send you a check
in this amount, I have also notified them that if
there is not sufficient cold weather to freesze the
ground and permit hauling without undue damage to the
road system, an extension of time will be granted
until June 1, All of the trees, however, must be
felled prior to Anril 1, The averaze of the above T8
trees is 260,13 board feet, which is about 62 board
feet per tree larger than the average of the five plots
marked last fall, Some of these swamp white oaks run
un to 33 inches in diameter, but the largest board
footage is in the 21-inch, 22-inch and 23-inch classes,

With renewed thanlkts for the splendid time with you on
| Saturday, and with all good wishes in which Alice
Joins,

cerely,

b

Inclosures NELSON C, BROWN

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C,

March 1, 1944,



rmmmmmn.mummm
PLOT KO. 6
SUFPLEMENTAL OUTTING - TREES MARKED

BETWEEN WEWBOLD AND TARM ROAD
LARGELY SWAMP WHITE OAEK

' Board Total
Disa, . Taite Hed Feoet Board
B.2.H, Qals Qak Ber Tree Eoot

15 2 80 160
16 5 2 100 700
17 T L 125 1375
18 6 1 150 1050
19 4 1 185 925
20 5 3 220 1760
21 _ 10 1 260 2860
22 7 2 300 2700
23 1 1 345 2760
24 1 3% 3%
25 L 4o 1760
28 2 600 1200
31 1 770 170
33 2 940 1830
Totals 61 17 20,290
Total Ho. Trees - 78

Average Contents Per Tree - 260,13 3.7,

Date - Bebruary 26, 1944 Marked by NELSON C. EROWN

Tally by B. J. POWER Aseisted by FEE, ROONEY, PLOG, and

DICK POWER, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE //5 /F’
WASHINGTON _

March 14, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, PLOG:

The Preeident asked me to send
you this memorandum and to tell you
that on thinking it over he hopes very
much he ocan avoid buying a sprayer this
year, He wonders if you would be good
enough to ask Major Stowell, head of
the Military Police at the ﬁnsnra Place,
and also Mrs. Gertrude Cooper at the
Vanderbilt Place, if they have a sprayer
and whether we could borrow it for a
few days this Spring.

If they have none, the President
suggestes that i1t might be werth-while
to ask the superintendent of the Mills
Place at Staatsburg, and also Mrs., Lytle
Hull who lives at the Dinsmoor Place.

Grace G, Tully
Private Secretary

E
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NELSON T, BROWN F§
,. HEW YORK '::::‘E:::‘.l:l‘ﬂl' FOREETRY A]#A_‘
March 14, 1944 P

Dear Mr, President,

Enclosed herewith is & revised mep of the cutting
plots showing the number of trees end board footage
removed from each plot. There is & good stand of trees
and even some merchantable timber left on each of these
plets so that snother cutting eshould be made in another
ten to twenty years, depending upon merket conditions
and the rate of growth to that time.

I axpect to go down to see the planting during next
April when the treee are shipped from the Saratoga Fur-
séries and will again check up on the cutting cperstions
this Saturdey morning.

When I can get the complete meps of your plece, I
want to make a timber type and cutting map brought up to
date ae well as showing the various reforestation plote.

It was grand to see you and I'm very grateful indeed
for the plemsant time we had together.

With best regards, in which Alice joins,

President Franklin D. Roosevalt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

l——
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 17, 1944.

MERORANUUM FOh
MR5. NESBIT:

The enclosed bill is for fish
which we ordered while at Hyce Pari.s s
Agent Fitzgerald paid for it and‘i
would appreciate it if you would send
me a check made out to cash in this
amount, so I can forward it to Wr.

Fitzgerald. .

Grace G. Tully



1 086D
Tel. BEckman 3- { 1442

~ New York, 19




A-205-44.

This bill was pald by the writer
who returnsd merchandise %o the houss,

Talbott whe roos local Fish Hastaurant
on lower Main 8t goss to the Ackerly &
Bandiford Mariket daily for fish and
they sxplained to the ¥ ¥ Agents that
Talbott could get flsh at any time in
foture and return sase as hs 1s there
in NY0 sarly in the morniogs,

Agt.H. T, Fitegerald,
Spcurity Blig.



April 11, 1944.

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald:

BEnclosed is check from Mrs. Poosevelt
for 210.40, in payment of bill for fish, ordered
at Ayde Park. ;

I am indeed sorry that there has been
such a delay in getting this to you, although I
sent a memorandum in regard to i1t to Mrs. Hesbit
in the early part of March. However, better late
than never,

Many thanks.

Very sincerely yours,

GRACE G. TULLY
Private Secretary

Agent H. F. TMitzgerald,

o/o Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Ayde Park,

Dutchess County,

New York.

Check #2156, dated april 10, 1944, The National Metropolitan Bank
of Washington, paid to the order of Cash - #10.40 - signed A.T.

Roosevelt.



REFER TO FILE Ma.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

FIELD FORCE
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

soomess p.0.Loc s e, 1168

Foughkespale N.Y. April 13th.1944.

Dear diss Tully;

Your letter of the 1llth., with Mrs Hoomevelt's
check for $10.40 in payment for the bill for fish, received
and contenta carefully noted.

I was relmbursed for this $10.,40 sometiwe augoj in
fact a few days efter I had brought the fish up from Hew
Yorl Gity. 4s I recall it, Mr.Chas.Fredericke hinded a
Kr.Geo.Clernshan and Agent Trainee here, the money and Mr.
Carnalan turned same over to me, Therefore I am returning
attached herewith, Mre Hocsevelt's check for the §10.40

Yary sincerely yours,

ek rrn e b Chankic. Forrdinicter, Yoy



Ay e Sonde
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘\
WASHINGTON 4?5_/

Harch 30, 1944.

MEMOR/ANDUM FOR
MR. PLOG

Ihe President says it is all right
te have Ur. Clay paint end paper the
bedroom in the farm house and also
paint the front porch, and that he can
do the ‘outside of the porch &t the llﬂll
time,

Also, the Praz;dsnt suggpests Zolng
ahead and having the plumber do the
work at the Tomkins' house, and he
hopes very much that he ean do it for
£§70.00 or less.

Grace G.
PRIVATE BECRETARY

|
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‘{ﬁ:m,;c. p5”

BYRACUBE, M. ¥,

dpril 15, 1944

Dear Mr, Presidenti

On April 17th, 15,300 trees will be shipped from
the Saratogs Mursery to Bill Plog at Hyrde Park, Tais
will include 300 white cedar five year trangplants,
and an egual distribution of Norway spruce, white
sprce, Douglas fir and balsam fir, and they will be
planted in alternate Tows.

On 4pril 2Uth the balance of 15,000 trees egqually
divided among the four latter species will be shipped
and planted in the same way. This will give Plog a
better chance to organize and operate his planting
crews. He hng been notified,

Recently I wae at Hyde Parle checking over the
logzing operations and found that the Norway pine
plantation set out in 1930 was pruned vervy well, the
limbe belns eut off to eix to eight feet above the
ground, The larger trees are from twelve to twenty-
three feet high. This will improve the growing con-
dition and the apvearance of the trees very much.

The two men, Frank Driess anéd Harry Ellefen,
pruned a little more than one mcre ner day for the
two man, After about five years more growih the
pruninz ehonld be extended pnother five to ceven feet
zivine a clean limbed saw-log for each tree. The
rrowth of this plantation has been excellant.

I hove to secure some western varieties of fir
treee for Christmas tree planting, particularly
Concolor, Grond and Mamifiea fire viich gzrow in the
Boclyy Mountains. Ther mny do very well for Chriastmns
tree purposes, and after our initial and small success

W



NELSON C. BROWN
122 DORSET ROAD
BYRACUSE, M, ¥,

e
Mr, Pregident.

with balsam fir, I am verr hooeful that several wvarieties
of fir will succeed om your place.

e were delifhted to learn that you counld zet amay
for a rood rest in the warm sunsghine. I have received a
great many letters about the "Life" masmzine picture of
doril 3rds. This will effectively tell the story that
you have something beeide " a few little pine bushes for
Chrigtmas tressg'.

I have recelved a great many reduests for further
inforaation sbout your forestry operations. Your con-
tributions to the betterment of Americen forestry con-
ditions are mich better aporeciated and understood.

With all pood wishes and hopine you are enjoying
a mood rest in the blessed southern gunsghine,

Sincerelr youre,

HOB1RA Helson G, Browm

Pregident Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The Thite House
Washinzton, D, C.
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NELSON C, BROWRN ’
MEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY

BYRACUSE, N, ¥,

Dear Yr, President:

Un April 28th I had a very interesting day
lodizing over tne vlantations and the results
of the pruning work, Bill Flog is having
congiderable difficulty getting enough men,
Franle Draiss was worlcing alone on Anril 23th
but expected eisht high school bors the
following day, It will prooably remaire two
to three weeks to gzet in all of the 0,000
trees nlus 100 emecial five-yesr fir trang-
vlants ecent from this College, They include
some Fraser, concolor, balsam and Douglas fir
which will nrovide an interesting emxreriment
for Caristmasz trens varnogses, Franc Draias

can plant 590 trees a day, The high school
boys can only nlant about 400 ner day ench,
The clearing of the voluntesr zrowth end brush
on the Jones lot has definitely lowered the
plenting cost and will also assist in a better
erowth of the trees,

The nruned Horway nine vlantation along Tiolet
Avenue loaalics eplendidly, and I think wou will
be nlemsed wien you ston there and have a logle
at the results,

Uwing to the wet weather all of the loge have
not yet been talen from the wlace by the Hudson
Valley Tumber Commany, but we ex-ect them all
to be removed prior to June lat according to
the contract.



I home thig finds wou enjoying the nice warm
sunznine and that you are eatehing a lot of

fish,
Tith best wishes in which Alice joins,

nceraly,
HELSON C. BROWH

President Tranz1in D, Hoosevelt
The White Hougze
Washington, . C,

May 2, 1oW,
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THE WHITE HOUSE \'rgr

WASHINGTON

June 1, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
Mi. PLOG

Can you find a cigar box
and fill it with garden earth
and take it up to Douglas
Crapser in the village?. He ]
wants it for a friend who is
starting & collection of things
Erown in special earth.’

£

F. D. R.



Ay de fait poe
Bl

June 1, 1944,

Dear Neleent

I sav the trees when I was at
Ryde Park recently and I am perfectly delighted
with the fine job you have done. They seen to
be coming aleng all right,

With all goed wishes, and I hope
to see you soen,

As ever yours,

Frofessor Nelson C, Brown,
New York State College of Forestry,
Syracuse, New York,

dey
Z-yy



NELSON C, BROWN
NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY
BYRACUSE, N. Y,

My deer Mr. President:

The plenting work at Hyde Park was completed on
Monday, May 15th. Records show that 29,561 trees
were planted at a cost of $351.25, which is at
the rate of $11.70 per thousand trees. The trees
were about equally divided in number among Norway
spruce, Canadien white epruce, balsam fir and
Douglas fir.

I secured about 200 each of Noble fir and white
fir from the Northwest which were plented along
the Linaka Road in the Jones lot. We also
secured some Fraser fir and concolor fir to try
out for experimental Christmas tree purposes.

I have been trying to get these for a number of
years, also some Nikko fir, but failed to get the
latter.

The original Christmas trce plantation back of
Mose Smith's house was replented with Y4,128 trees
about equally divided among Norway spruce, white
spruce and balsam fir,

Bi11 Plog and Frank Draiss hed a busy time getting
these trees in but, with the help of high school
students, they made the grade; and Sunday night
end Mondsy we had & grand series of showers which
I hope will give the trees the necessary urge to
do well this season.

I expect to get down to Hyde Park later on to see



2.

how the trees are doing.

Yo wera delighted to learn of your return to
Weshington in such fine fettle.

Best regards.

Sinceraly,

NELSON a EROWN

Pregident Franklin D. Eocesevelt
The White House
Weehington, D. C.

May 25, 1944
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HUDSON VALLEY LUMBER CORPORATION

"HUDVALCO" OAK

BENDING CAK, KEELS: TIMBERS
RAILADAD AWD S@HIF TiHBES
AR FiLING OF ANY BIZE

Standard for Ship Work

CanLE AporeEss HUDVALCO, MaNuET, M. Y,

JUET TWERTY-FIVE WiLES FROM TiElE SOUARE

TELEFHONES MaNUET B21 - B22
Nrw York Dimect Wine
MARBLE 7-8355

WHITE CEOAR BOAT BOARDE
HAHDGANY, TEAK,

WALMUT, HICEORY) ABH, ETC,

WATER DELIVERY, PILING AMND LUMBER FROM OUR DOCHK, FOOT ESSEX STRELT. JERSEY, CITY, N. J,

June 7th, 1944.

Henerables Franklin D. Roosavelt

White House

Washington, J C.

Att: Miss Grace G. Tully

My dear Mr. Fresident:

We are happy te enclose eur check in the

amount of $608.70, balance due In cennection with
our timber eperations at Hyde Park.

FR:1lb
Bnclosure.

% R {5"\:'!(!

Gt

All sgreements are made contingent upon

Very truly yeurs,

HUDSON VALLEY LUMBER CORPUEATION

Mowadeatd Q.n-uu.u\

FPresident.

strikes, Eres, Aoods, accidents, delays of carriers and other delays unavoidable or bevond our contrel,

All quotstions are made for prompt acceptance. Subject to change withous notice.
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THE WHITE HOUSE /%=/f.-'

WASHINGTON

June 8, 1944,

MEMORANDIM FOR
IH- m:

The Preeident has today
ordered a oar of ctove coal to be
delivered, if poaselble, before the 2
firat of July and another one sometime
during the month of September, Thile
rﬁnur information.

Grace G, Tully
Private Bsorstary



June 8, 1644,

My dear Mr, Rodle:

The President will 1ike to order
one car of etove coal delivered, if possible,
around the first of July and another one some-
time during the month of Septemter, It should
be delivered on the Roosevelt Switch, New York
Central Railroad, two miles south of the Hyde
‘Park 8tation,

Will you be good enough to notify Mr,
William A, Plog at Hyde Park as to the approxi-
mate date of 1ts arrival?

Very esinocerely youre,

Grace ¢, Tully
£ Private Seoretary

Robert R, Rodie, Esq.,
President, North River Coal Co,,
11 Thomas Street,

Kingeton, New York.

———— g

T g



North River Goal Comprany

ROBERT A. RODIE, FRESIQEST . TELEFHOWE B8

Il THOMAS ST, KINGSTOM, N.T,

Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Hyde Paris ¥.Y. Juns 1, 1944

Dear 5ir: '
If sufficient tonnage is produced during the ourrent
month, we will be permitted under Solid Fuels Adminiatration

For War Regulations to ship you during the month the following
nurber of oars of Domestlc and Buckwheat:

Domestio__l _ _ cars
Buokwh nut_u...dhu ars

If you have not sufficient orders on file to equal
the above, please send them to us at your earliest convenlenca,

Very truly yours,
NORTH RIVER COAL COMPANY

Robvert R. Rodie,

RRR:1L Praal’ent.

L]
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North River Coal Company

HON FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

WHI TE HOUSE

WASHINGTON D C

Il THomMASs 5T, HINGSTOMN, N.Y.
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CORRECT AMOURT IUE 368,16
lamt. check 48 -ec*d S8, B0
- -r"JIT '?-Ol-
AMOURT OVING| ON THIS|INVOICEsessposssssasasepaasasee o m}‘ﬁ}
y e

MOTE: BILLS ARE TO BE PAID AB RENDERED UNLESS DEOUCTION 18 AUTHOMTE
MAILRCAD WEIGHTE BOVERS SETTLEMENTS . CLAME FOR LOBE OF DAMAGE MUST BE Mad|

6 41







T uETTTT W e T = =

AL NOTICE
s E HETURHE i FIVE DATE TO
~  pmm LOEAL FREIGHT AGENT /1 %
. ’* MEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTE = ‘s P )
Coatains Praa 0056 POUCHKEEF )
™ i F

\d T-r-{ﬁu.w U. 5. Pat, No. 1884669 If' < /(EEPSIE, N. Y

] i ] 3
S — ais B o T BT



— ; *‘t MM-V”

Nurtly River Coal Gonrpany 57

ROBERT R, RODIE, shEsioosT @ TELEFHONE BB

Il THOMAS BT, HINGSTOMN, N.T.

The Honorable Frenklin U, Roosevelt, Juns 10, 1944-L

The White House,

Weaah on, D. C, ]
ingtes, OUR ORDER %0. | 129

Att: Miss Grece G, Tully

Dear Bir 1

Thank you for your order of the 8th SHO. ,received by meil

for D&H LACEAWANNA ANTHRACITE, in NET TONS, f.0.b. CARS MINES
which ia entered as stated below subject to our Conditions of Bale and Shipment set

forth on the reverse hereof:-

Ehip tor Franklin D, Roosevelt - Roosevelt Switch, Poughkeepsie, h. T,
Freight: "COLLECT" Via D&H SCH NYU

HO. 8IZE
CARS  OOAL

2 Stove

e heve asked the Mines to mske shipment of one cqr around the first of July end the
other in September, and will notify Mr, W L1lism A. Plog, Hyde Park, N, Y., as to the

approximate dates of arrivel of the cars at destinatiaon,

Very truly yours,
HORTH RIVER COAL COMP

;__Jf ;
Pros :

RRR:DEM
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HENMRY T. HACKETT Fﬁ

ATTORNEY & COUNBELLOM AT LAw
228 Umion STaeer

PousHEEErEE, | New Yoax
June 16, 1944,
Hon, Franklin D, Roosavalt
Hyde Fark
Butchess County, N. T.
Dear Franklin:

Heplying to your memorandus of
June lith enclosing blue print of the land to be
taken for the reconstruction of Violet Avenue near
the Tompkins house, I find that on June 12, 1933
Arthur Halpin, who was then the attornsy for the
Town Board, informed me that the Town Board had no
intention of closing the road on the south of the
Tompline house; therefore, I am sure you never
receivad any deed of this plece of land,

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

//,7 Y e bsdg~



; Node Panke. pétin

|
W
THE WHITE HOUSE '

i

June 14, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HENFY T. HACEETY

This is the Tomkins' corner
on Violet apvenus. Borry %o trouble
you but because I have not got my
papers here, would you mind letting
me know whﬂ:hcr the County deesded
back to me the land of the old
route south of the Tomkins' house
and running between the Creek Hoad
and violet Avenue? It would not
be difficult, if this is U.E.
to chop it up and add it to the
cornfield south of 1it.

F. L. He

(Enclosure) H.p. property survey

-y
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In account with J, E. CLAY ™
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

i

Telephone 2F-4
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Pt B .
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON f'f/-S F}

June 268, 1944,

A

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR, PLOG:

The President asks that you be
g0od enough to see that the tennis
court 1s put into shape, as Mrs. Bosttiger
will probably want to use it over this
weekend,

Grace G. Tally
Private Secretary
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR
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NELSON C, BROWN i
HEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY
SYRACUSE, N, ¥.

Deer Mr, President:

Thank you so much for your grand letter of
August P2th, It was indeed a welcome surprise
to hear from you in your crowded hours,

Last week I saw a good deal of Gifford Pinchot
in Milford, Pennsylvania, where I often £0,

and he told me of the fine wisit he had with
you, He spoke at a special town meeting in
Hilford devoted to stirring up public sentiment
for a series of memorial commnity forests.

I think we can get him to donate some land to
help out locally,

I will be delighted to look over your Christmas
trees to indicate those locations which can best
be cut for the holiday season, If they take
both table trees and the larger sizes, I think
they could easily get 2,000 to 10,000 as a rough
estimate, Later, I shall be able to make a more
accurate count,

The Allied Control Commission in Italy has asked
the Forelgn Economic Administration to send over
a specialist in forestry and in lusber reguire-
ments to advise with them and have asked me to
£9., As I have been in Italy several times and
have a 1little decoration from the Fing, and
gpeak the language somewhat, I may go over this
late Fall for six months or so, If I do, I will
see that everything nossible is done regarding
your Chrietmas tree cuttings and the plans for
next spring,



I have had a real thrill over being associated
with you for the past fourteen years, When I
first looked over your woods in 1930, many
sectlons contained small trees from ten to
twenty inches in diameter, "hen we cut them
recently, many of these trees were from fifteen
to twenty-five inches or more in diameter, I
agree that we should both live to see another
cutting in the main woods, I thinc we will)

Here's wishing you all luck in the coming
campalgn, I got a good laugh over your press
conference recently when they charged you with
using Christmas trees as a basis of a political
speech! O temvora, O mores)

Bﬂst rﬂgﬂ.l‘ﬁﬂ.
Sincerely,
§
NELSON C, BROWN

HCB:M

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
The Thite House
Washington, D, C.

September 13, 1944,
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August 22, 1944.

Iear Helson:

It was good to have your letter om my
relurn and I am glad that you find the conditlan
in the woods and among the Christmas trees so pooc.
Hay we both live to sce another cutting in the main
WOOas .

I an ver; happy that the christmas trees
have cooe through the sumser so well and I as sorry
about the experimental western firs. It is worth
trying theu out.

I hope you can come on sometime this Pall
before I msake a contract with some chain store for
the Christmas cutting. I should like to have you
g0 over the places where you think we should cut
and the nusber of trees you think we can get.

I am worried hy %he spruce bud-worm. I
hope it will not spread. And I do mot know whether
any other variety of spruce are worm-proof or not.

As ever,

Professor Helson C. Brown,
New York £tate College of Purestry,
Eyracuse, New fork.



/ HELSOM C. BROWHM

HEW TORE STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY
SYRACUBE, M. ¥,

Dear President Rocsevelt:

(ur best congratulations to you and the country
on your renomination and that fine radioc addreas,
You are the only one that can see this country
through in the perplexing years ahead,

Becently I made a study of the condition of your
woods and the roads after logring, Apparently

the contractors have done & good Job, I found an
averaga of 97 trees elght inches mand up in

diamater left per acre on the cutover plots, Of
these, 56 percent are ocsk and the balance consista
of hemlodc, ash, maple, white pine, yellow poplar,
hickory and beeach, In later thinning operations,
the oaka ghould be favored for the final crop trees,

These fmcte indicate another possible selective
catting operation in 15 to 20 years or less, then
& second cat in 30 to 40 years, amd a third cut
about &0 years hence, Thue, these woods are on a
dafinite rotational basis and they may contirmme to
yield sawloge and other products indefinitely juat
an they have been cutover in the past from time to
time,

The 30,000 trees planted in the Jomes lot thie
spring are doing nicely, due largely to careful
planting of good stock by Trank Dralea and favor-
able rains, The 200 experimentnl western firs

did not do eo well because their roots dried cut
in tramsit from the Weat. However, I thought they
were worth a trial,

A good many Christmas trees should be cut next
December, I suggested certain trimming and



-

releasing operations to Bill Plog and was glad to
note that he was cutting off a mumber of spruce
tips affected by the spruce tud-worm, Only five
vercent of the spraces, however, are affected by
this insect,

A count of trees planted last spring indicated 93
percent to 96 percent sarvival, the balsam fir
and Douglas fir suffering somewhat more than the
Canadian white spruce and Norway spruce, However,
the smurvival altogether has been most favorable,

Tith all good wishes for the coming campaisgn and
knowing that the results are "in the bag,"

Sincerely,
C,

Fresident Franiklin D, Roosevelt
The White Houae
¥aghington, D. C.

July 28, 194k,




- ]i'r_ {#
THE WHITE HOUSE 5 ”
WASHINGTON P # P

Ootober 1L, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR MP. PLOG:

I am sending you herewith the
President's personal checks; cne for

$612.61 and tho other for $202.00.

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretury
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THE WHITE HOUSE I:
WASHINGTON / .
Ooteber 17, 1944 I

MENORANDUM FOR

HON, HAROLD L. ICEES:

Does your Publie Park Service
or your Historis 8ites people haye any
seocond hand boilers for a greenhouse (emall)
which they want to sell? If so, I ecan
Elve you specifications,



]

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 17, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

In view of Plog's note to
You, do you still wish to send this

memorandum to Ickes or walt to see how

they get along with the boller they have?

G-G-Tr
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October 20, 1944.

Dear Elmer:-

This has nothing to do with the Election
and, therefore, can wait until after the Election.

It is to remind you of my problem about
the Roosevelt Nemorial Library in Hyde Park. As
you know, the Library had a substantial lg:g&:: at
the time of my Mother's death but this is t
exhausted and, while wife and I have reneved
and paid our subscriptions, the time is arriviag
very :hnrtig.th:n I mast do something about the
future of Library. As the children are
scattered to the four winds, we cannot expect
it to be kept up by the family in the future.

I wish you would take it up with the
Town Board and put the problem up to them. If
the Library is not takea: r by the tomn, it
seems inevitable that I L have to close the
building as a Library, alter into a ome family
or two family house, and get enough out of it
in the way of rent so as to at least cover taxes
:nd r;gli:l- The other alternative is for me
Qo 8e€ -

I should hate to do either of these
things and I have felt that it has been of
service to our community in the past and that
with the increasing population it can be of
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even greater service in the future.

Please think this over and let me know
when I am home arommd Electiom Day.

Always sinceraly,
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November 2, 1944.

Dear Frank;-

- I will be up for Blection Day and will
have a good talk with you, and also I shall have
a chance to talk with Mr. Shipman at the ui:rm.

My best wishes to you,

Very sincerely yours,

Hyde Park,
Dutchess County,
New York.
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Hyde Park, N, X, :
Octo. 29, 1944,
Hon., Franklin D, Roosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Roosevelt!

Since the war sthrted I have had very little chance to
talk to you alone. A matter which has bothered me very much
flor two yeare is nearing a climax, »

Here is my problem. Nov, 30th I wlll be 568, part the
civil service limit, past the age in normal times when most
people will hire a man, The war has done more to me than
appears on the surface, I have already ralsed what would be a
normal sized family, uet when they could help me the war took
them, When they come back they wlll be ready to be married.
They went willingly and I am not kicking,

I have five 1ittle nnes yet in school which meane at
least another ten years hard work at s time when I should be
slowing up a 1little., BPut I always had a good reputation as a
worker and did not slow un when I hired out teo you. You gave me
work when I needed it and I am still very grateful, But the
Puture does not look mood.

This is the worst part of my etory, Two years ago I
developed a bad case of bronchitis which the doctor says ls
chronic, It was very bad all last winter and I am off to a
flying start again,

Many years ago I made a complete recovery from T.B.
but was warned to be careful of my lungs.

I ecough very hard every morning, It is hard to sbart
out on a miserable morning and get chilled, eat lunch in the
cold truck and return home every night wondering 1f the next
day will have to be the laat, :

FBut I am still able to do a gond day's work and am
far from being a wreck,

My greatest fear is that Af I keep on I may last one,
two or three yeara more and then oblivion,

Several times I have spoken of the full tlme labor Job
in the library vacated bty Connle Lynch and later by Jim Bayless
which I understand is stlll open, Knowing only yourself could
help me I have never sald anything to Mr, Plain,

Frankly I am up a tree and would like to talk thinge
over with you the next time you come to Hyde Park,



-

Mr, Plog is good, the labor situation 1s bad and plenty
of hard work to be done, You have no idea for inetance what
a bilg jJob the Christmas tree proposition le,

If you could help me out on the library Jjob perhaps 1t
coul” also be arranged so I could help Mr, Plog harvest the
tree orop this year and help out in other things until the
labor shortage improves.

At any rate I would be glad to talk to you as it is so
much easler to explain.things than by writing.

At last reports the boys were all well,

Best wilshes for® your succeess Nov, 7th.

Respectfully,

Frank E. Dralss
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON ﬂU;f

October 31, 1944.
MEMORANDUM FOR

MR. PLOG:

How many square feet of

radiation is required in the small green-
house?

F.D.R.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON 25 D. C. ;.
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My dear Mr, President:

The Nationsl Capital Parks have mo surplus boilers, but I
have learned that several are available at Fort BaEI.vuir, Virginia.
They have a rating of approximately 3,000 square feet radiation
and should be adegquate for a amall green house.

Sincerely yours,
/ﬁ‘d’f L B
Smntmmr.
The President,

The White Housa, - iEH
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MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, HAROLD L. ICKES:

Does your Public Park Service
or your Historic Sites people have any
second hand boilers for a greenhouse {anmlg
which they want to sell? If eo, I can

give you specificatlons.

F.D.R.,
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As sver yours,

3O <

. Browm
of Porestry,
Byracuse, New Ihrrt.

Professor Neleon C
N, ¥, State Co
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NHELSON C. BROWN
NEW YORK BTATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY
SYRACUBE, M. Y.

Dear Mr. Prasident,

Congratulations on the megnificent victory. They
can't beat The 01d Master,

During the past month or more I have tried to find
some sulteble trees for plenting on your place next snring.
The Conservation Department at Albany, our own Zxperimental
Bureery in Syracuse and private nurseries do not seem to
have any Douglas fir, belsam fir, Cenadion whita sprucas or
other species thet I would recommend planting for next

spring.

Beecousae of the invesion of white pine weavil on
the Norwey spruce, I &m somewhat hesitent ebout planting
more of this kind. It is very strange that after planting
Norway spruce for a good many years on your place, the
first evidence of any infestation was in June, 194, It
Mgy be controllad and we will do averything possible to
cut off the tips and burn them before July 1, as is
nacessery. .

Private nwrseries want $M0. to $E0. per M for
their Freser fir and a very steep price for Cenadian white
sprucs end other species &s compared with the $4. to $5.
thet you have been paying to thes States nursarias.

If azreesbls to you, it mey ba wall to wailt until
the sprinz of 1946 bafors renewinz plenting operstions and
davote our time to lmproving the crown development and tips
of the Christmes trees that ars now coming elong in large
numbers. I think the time and axpenge would be waell
Justifiad. Of course we could plent rad pine or cther
spacles tut theee would not do for Christmas traass.



-

I shall leave for Italy late this month or aesrly
in Dacember and I em in touch with Mayor LeGuardie whom I
nsed to know in Italy during the first World War. I will
probably be back in the late epring or early summer and
will ba glad to follew through with anything that requires
ettention et Hyde Park.

Wa 21l thorouszhly enjoy the splendid talks you
have glven.

Sinceraly,

FEZLSON C. BROWN

Fresident Franklin D. Hoosavelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Novembar 8, 1944
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WASHINGTON

WAR DEPARTMENT /m/d‘

December 28, 1944. H I

The President, “Ves
The White House,

Dear Mr, Fresidents:

I heve your memorandum dated December 16, 194.) regarding the
disposition of the Militery Police training camp at Hyde Perk, Dutchess
County, New York, The records of this office indicate that the camp to
which you refer ls located on the property lnown es the Rogers Estate.

In a letter of December 7, 1944 from the deting Secretery of
dar, you were advised that there were no plans for the removal of the
kilitary Police detachment staticned on the subject property. The War
Department has leased the property from Second District Realty
Corporation, a Corporation organized under the laws of the State of
New York and a subsidiary of the Reconstruction Finance Corporaticn,
on & yearly basis with option of renewal for the duration of the war
and six monthe thereafter, The detachment will unquestionably stay
there for this peried or uatil the Secret Service has no further need
for this assistance, Should this nesd be terminated by the Sescret
Sarvice prior to the end of the war, the property would be returned to
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. »

The postwar need for staticning lilitary Police in this wicinity
hes not been determined. Should there be no postwer need for the property .
by the Wer Department, this circumstance will be reported to the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation and the Wer Department lease cancelled.

In view of the interests of the Department of Agriculture and
the Department of The Interior, those agencies will be infermed by the .
War Departnent as scon as practicable of its requirements for the
property, in order that those agencles may complete their plene for the
development of an agricultursl and forestry demonstration project.

Secretary of War.
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E WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

December 16, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE mu!mnrmx_zr

Will you pleass let me know 1f

the War ment has any plans im

regard to umn:lnn of the
[

| x 1260
[11] nty, K. I. 80,

whether it is making any regonmendatiom

as to the uss of the property.

- The properiy was bought by the
f. 7. G. just befors the outbreak
of war, I think, for use by the
ent of Agriculture and the
Departaent of Interior as an PEL
oultural and forestry demon- £/-
stration project. "When the war =/9
broke out it was allocated to the
Army for M. F. tralning purposes.

F. D. R

nisd the i
No papars Accompa s original o this
Memorandum to the Secretsary of ar.



WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C.

PEC 7 1544

The Fresident,
The Tinite House.

Dear Mr. President:

I have investigated the rumors concerning the Army
vacating the Rogers FPlace, next to your Hyde Park estate
and find that they are entirely without foundation.

The subject property known as the Rogers Estate with
the buildings thereon known as Crumwold Hall was leased by
the War Department from the Second District Realty Corpora-
tion effective August 14, 1542 at §13,5692 per anmum with an
option for renewal for the duration and eix {5] months
thereafter and contains T4l.T7 acres of land. Title is
vested in the Second District Realty Corporation, & subsid-
iary of the Consolidated Realty Corporation, which realty
corporation is owmed by the Reconstruction Fimance Corpor=-
ation.

Military Police are stationed on the property at the
request of the White House Secret Serviece detail. The Army
will be prepared to move them or reduce their numbers only
when the Secret Service, which has primary responsibility,
feels this can be done.

Rnupp fully yours,

—

Acting Ssoretary of War



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

#f Hovember 27, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR .55

ﬂ“l 1
I get rwsors that the o
ce next to mine at Prre. )

spon be vacated Ly the Army
which for several years has bean
using it for training Military
Police. =t

I do oot know who i8 in
charge of this but I wish you
would send them a memorandum
asking Lif they will let me know
well in advance if the Military
Policp are teken away. Ihe
p rty belongs to the Govern-
ment and arrangemenis oust be
made for its use by some other
Agency -- probably the Department
of Agriculture or the Department p
of the Imterior. (A

F. b. R.

No papers accompanied the original of this
mamorandum to ths Secretary of War.
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WAR DEPARTMENT | Jﬁ%

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

August 25, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, EARLY:

The President has been interested in the establishment
of a Military Police Company on the Rogers estate near Hyde Park, “/2&0

= “Plhy 28
In connection with our "occupation," I think he would
1ike to know that we do not find it necessary to make any interior
or exterior changes on the estate as it now stands except to in-
stall a hot water heater, a 600 gallon hot water tank, and
additional showers and plumbing facilities. The Department of
Agriculture has been notified, and it is glad to have us make
these installations,

A small amount of painting will have to be done within
the house, but of course none of the fine woodwork or floors will
be touched. No partitioning or other construction work will be

necessary,

You may wish to call -thuae matters to the attention of
the President in view of his Interest,

Tl -

MeCarthy.
x 25 ?’
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HASS

Title to the
is held by the Second

WASHINGTOM

Dctober 17, 1942,

tate at Hyde Park
strict Realty Corporationm,

of New York City, a subsidiary of the RFC. The
corporation's representative for the property is
The War Department is ococupying
the site pending negotiation of a lease between
the Department and the Realty Corporation. The
proposed lease will probably call for our paying
the fixed charges, which embrace about $6500 in
taxes, about $5000 in maintenance, and about §925

George W, Healy.

in insuranca,

The gardens, trees and grounds are at
present being maintained by a civilian superin-
tendent and three ecivilian workers, all in the
employ of the Realty Corporation.

”

Fuec.

McCarthy
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

COMBTHATIOR OF 5 EAFE AT HYDE PAFK
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As ever,
GRACE 0. TULLY
A
- the Interior
The fearetary of
Washington, D. C. §

.Ham FM&W-

3-45

B~

Enslosures - 2 copies of "History of the President's Estate
at Hyde Park, N. Y. with Anecdotes,®

hs



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1945,

Thank you for sending me a copy of the history of the President's Hyde
Park Estate. I assume that Mra. Roosevelt has a copy of this, If she hasn't,
I will be glad to send her cne. The draft that you sent me will go to the
Hational Park Service which in due course will undoubtedly issus a history of
the Estate.

Sinceraly yours,
ﬂ%‘#pﬁf L Ty

Seorstary of the Interior.
Miss Grace G. Tully,

The White House.




HISTORY OF THe PRESIDENT'S ESTATE
e
This place was part of the nine water lots and firast
becane a fairly large estate about 1740 when a New York merchant
moved here with hig family and his son by the sams name hag a
uhauting accldent and shot out both hig eyea, He loved the
place so much that it was named Krum Elbow, the name being
applied at about this time to both sides of the Orooked Elbow,
Hle letters, however, were dated fram Erum Elbow so there is
no question abosut the historloal legitimacy of the term,
He 1ived at what was later known as Belfield, now
the Newbold Morgan house, Hls son conceived the idea of putting
& complete row of trees on both sides of the King's Highway
which was improved at about that time, though it had slwaye
been the trail between New York and Albany, Many of the trees
are still growing on thn.aidu of the Highway in 1948, During
this period each of the nine water lots had a road to the
river and a dook, The lower one on the present place ran past
Mrs. James R. Rocaevelt's house and thence to the river on the
south river road, but before reaching the cove turned left
from the present road and in the woods are the foundations of
an old house inside the track, Traditlon says that this apot
wag aleo used in the Hevolutilon am an gbasrvation post with n
possaible gun or two, as 1t deslgnated the approach from the
south up the Langer Rook long reach. This is the exsot
teginning of the four mile orew course for intercollegiate
regattas.
The pregent river road from back of the atable
was bullt by my father about 1870, The next access to the
river at that time was the road ocalled Stone Cottage Road
which etarted at the Mewbold Morgan place and is gubAtantially

in the same loocation, These acoess roads from each watar lot



- B -
served a good part of the territory between Poughkeepale and
Hyde Park ¥illage and probably ran back to the firat depth
of the lote four and & half miles from the river and were
used for produce, Also at this time 1t should be noted that
hay and corn were Bhipped in large quantities to Hew York
01ty — the hay for the bus horses and later the strestcar
horpes. The county was known as a great corn producer, but
the land gradually ran out,

My farm on the Creek Hond wags mentioned in the 1230'g
as having grown the largest amount of corn per acres in Dutohess
County, Laok of rotation and fertilizer Boon serisuely injured
the producing value of all farms in this seotion. I think the
records will show that the ¥alue per mcre in this section was
higher in the 1830's and 184014 than 1t wae 4in the 1810 to 1820
period,

The firet family living here must have been of some
prominence because the bouse, about 1,000 feet eant af Mra,
James R, Hoosevelt's houge, was ocalled "the manalon® on an pld
map dated about 1790, This house burned down and was replaced
atout 1810 by the present square house of typleal Hudson River
architectura, The atralght hall through from east to west,
two roome on one side, the dining reom on the other side and
& stalrway and pantry on the same glde,

In this house the kitchen was in the basement —-
rather usual ocustom, My brother, James H. Hoosevelt, built
an addition on the north end,

This original house must have been bullt about 1740
as I remember several trees on the drive that must have been

at least as old as that,
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Speaking of trees, the fields in front of my house and
his house prove that an Indian encampment existed here before
the white man came, The old oak tree in front of the Library
and on the lot south of the Avenue must, of course, have grown
up under field conditione and this existed only where Indianas
had cleared the land and ocultivated 1t. About 1920 one of theege
trees got so old, I had to take it down. And tha-ringa at the
base proved that it dated from about lﬁéﬂ. Furthﬁrnnra, a good
many arrowheads have been found in rlowing., Probably this Indian
cultivation 1e not true of the sast side of the Post Aoad becauee
I can remember no similar very old trees, There were, of course,
no white men here 1in 1690,

The oldest untouched forest borders the River Hoad
from the fleld below the houme to the swamp. It is one of the
very few primeval forests on the river, It has never been
lumbered and only live trees which had blown over have been out
up. The forest north of the original place has, however, been
lumbered from time to time. Colonel Archibeld Rogers developed
the timber there on the strip between the line of the original
rlace and the stone cottage road which was bought by me in about
1930, was well developed by 1944, and I took much ocak sut of
this for war shipping purposes,

About 1000 feet north of the present rallroad siding
wae a plece of land outside of the track and my father, whe 414
much rowing in a wherry, built a boat house here and during my
early days I was taught to row -- sometime about lelo,

The land between James R, Roosevelt's house and the
Morgan house wae sold to & farmer named Holbrook, He put up a
square Hudeon Hiver type house which ig today part of the main

house., A serles of additions were made,
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Holbrook owned the main part of the plaoce to the river, but
scld it in about 1856 to the Wheelers, she being a daughter of
Mr, Bowman, the Presldent of the New York Central, who had
bought the Newbold Morgan house, The Wheelere added the tier
on the south and a kitohen on the north, The profile of the
house thus resembling & traln of cars. Thie is tﬁn house in
whieh I was born.

+ In 18668 the original family housee, Mt, Hope, which
is now the pite of the Hudson River State Hospital, burned
down whiih gy father and his firat wife were abroad, The
trauition was that they had rented it during the pummer to a
New York family and this family's butler was thoroughly bored
with the country and wished to go back to New York, He EE
suppvosed to have set the house on flre in order to return to
the eity. In the original Mt, Hope house was the only ghoet
in the family.

The tragition le that about once a ¥year, especlally
when visitors were staying in the house, everybody was awakened
by the sound of something like a etone cannon ball being rolled
down the marble etaire, Many people heard 1t, including my
own father. It sounded ms Af the ball was started from the
tap ama;, gathered momentum and landed with a orash in the
main hall, When the house burned, there were found in the
ruins of the eellar three stone oannon balle., That 1e all
there is fto 1%,

My father inherited Mt, Hope from hie grandfether
Jamee RAoopevelt 4in 1848 at the time of his graduation from
Union College, He lived there until 1866 when the house was
burned and had started a trotting stable, When they returned
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from Europe they were looking for a place where they could
live and maintain the stable, The Wheeler place was for sale
and my father bought it and moved the stable to it, The
present carriage house was ueed for the driving horsee and
the barn taken down about 1810 direotly below the hill was
used for the brood mares. It was here in 1870 that the
famous Gloucester was bred and my father had a trotting
course on the fleld south of the avenue, My father had a
theory that length of etride counted in gpeed and he bred
primarily for this purpose. The stride of every colt was
measured in the sun or on the ice of the Hudeon Aiver where
at that time much trotting was done in the winter,

Gloucester was a large horse with a record stride,
¥No horse had ever trotted to & high-wheeled sulky in under
two minutes and twenty seconds, but Gloucester established
8 world record which held for many years. However, it was
broken as eoon ae the rubber tired sulky came in. Gloucester!s.
trotting records went down and down until in 1873 he trotted
in 2,174, The following autumn, my father sold Gloucester
to a gentleman who had driven up from the station in a froeck
! coat and ellk hat and anncunced himself as Lelend Stanford
of California., My Iather recelved a record price for those
days, espeoclally Tor a gelding -- $16,000 for Gloucester,

Senator Stanford ehipped him out to Pale Altoc and
the following spring, after being conditioned, he was gent
down by a freight _t»r&in to Ban Franoleco. But the train was
wrecked on the way and Gloucester was killed, The stable boy
who was with hin and lived in Goshen cut the horse's tail
off and presented 1t to mo while I was Governor in 1830,
I g%ill have it hanging in my bedroom,
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Soon after this time my father Eave up racing trotters
because he felt that the game had becoms too crooked, I can
well remember two of the old 8tring of trotters —- my father's
saddle horee, 16.2, and named Doolittle and a mare named Josle
who wae the regular driving horse for years,

In the blizzard of 1888, which I remember very well,
we were cut off from the farm acroes the romd, In those days
there were few refrigerating facllities and practically no
canned gooda, At the end of four daye we had Just about run
out of food and my father m::runted Doolittle and finally got
through the enow drifts as far as the farm gate on the Poat
Hoad, Here he wae met by the farmer who had shoveled hies way
cut on the top of the stone wall and delivered some milk,
cream, cheese, egge and a eouple of chickens to my father, who
mansged to get back safely to the house, We finally reestablished
communieations, though as I remember it, the Post Road iteself
wag impossible to use for at least a week after the snow atarted,

The Holbrocks end Wheelers 4id wery little farming
ne the present fara went with the next place which was bought
by my father from the Boreels in 1867, Parte of the prapent
Tfarm bulldinge probably date back to sbout 1770, though 1t 1s
poeslble that a portion of the barn and the farm house itaelf
were bullt earlisr,

The main house was remodeled by my mother and myeelf
in 1912, The central square is substantially the game exoept
that what was known as the south parlor was cut in half, The
eastern half being what my mother called the snuggery, and the
wepotern half is the passage way from the maln hall down four
or flve pgteps to the big library, cvoupylng the stone addition,
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This part 1s fireproof. Another fireproof part was put on
north of the main house and cantains the servants! altting
Toom and my study. This also is fireproof,

On remodeling the house the outelde oclapboards wers
removed from the original main beams. It represents a me thod
of construction fairly common in the early Nineteenth Century,
Hetween the main uprights diamond-shaped timbers were placed
and lnslde of the diamond and the glde gaps were filled with
a4 composition of mud and hay. This 1s still the atructure of
the main part of the house, It is interesting to note that
in 1512 the wood in this structure was in far better conditlon
than the wood in the north wing, which was bullt about Torty
yeara later, which at that time had to be partially renewed
because you could atick a penoll through 1it,

The tradition is that the timbers of the original
houee were cut on the place and are partly ocak and partly
white pine,

The architect who redesigned the house in 1812 was
Franeis W, Hoppen of New York mnd the contractor wae Elliott
Brown, who had btuilt many country houses. He was ﬁallad "Tiny"
Brown, center of the Princeton Football Team and nﬁigﬁ;d about
260 pounda.

The room in which I wae born is the southeast corner
of the original tower -- the one directly over the BRUgZery,
It alec hes been cut in half -- the eastern half with the fire-
place being still a bedroom and the western half part of the
hallway going into the new south wing, The furniture in thig
room is the same ae 1t was before, Until after my mother's
death, this furniture had been moved into her room -- the south-
east corner of the new wing., She moved it out in 1912 and we

moved 1t back,
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