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Letter to Hancy Cook about 1936 taxes and

contributing check for 1935 taxes toward the

success of the cottage,

SEE==Perconal Financlal-Drawer 1-=1937
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Frenklin dear:

Merion snd I ere taking over the running of the
Cottere. Eleanor 1s doing the old ghop building,new garage
stable ete,

Eleanor end I have talked over the tax question
and 1%t has been decided thet Marion snd I pey you $ 90.00
a year for the taxes on the Cottage,

Then Eleanor will pay you ¢ I75.00...plus the
taxes for the imnrovements and slso on the new garage and
atable,

I am enclosing $ 90.00 for Marion snd my shere
of the taxes for I937...then I will be un to deate on the
tex ocuegtion.

Eleanor will pive you the rest of the assessment
whenever you let her know how much it 1s.

Life 1s more comnlicated since we rave up the

Val-Ki11 Communietic State...Since 1932 we have been turning
to the right...what do you think of that.,
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Hyde Park
Novemker 6 193&
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Dear Nan and Marion:

In all your conversatlons as reported to
me by Franklin and Harry and in gour
wire of last night, yu seem to feel

that when I relinquieh to you my interest
in the school fund in consideration of
what additlional money you have in the
bulldinge which I am willing to take

over at the Val-Ki1ll cottage, you are

in some way Jeopardizing thise fund which
¥ou conaider a trust.

Let ue go wack and consider thls fund.

In the first few years of our assoclation
in the achool you pald a certaln amount
each year out of the profita to youraelf,
to Nan and to me, keeplng only a part

of 1t in a fund elther for building or
for emergency uae, Later with the idea
of eventually having a sullding, you
placed all of the profita each year in
this fund But reported to Nan and %o me
our share of this fund in order that we
mlsht pay an income tax thereon, which we
did, Thie impliea a Joint 1nterast in
that fund,

If I were to die my executors would be
celiged to get my share of that fund for
my estate, Therefore, in refusing to
clear this sltuation up yau are Jeopardlz-
ing that fund in a very real sense,

When the possible bullding of a new achool
came up and the railsing of a fund, you
asked me 1f I were willing to put my ehare
of thie fund into & new sullding, Wut I
understood that at Dr. Baruch's inalstanua
thie fund was removed from a possikle school



Dear Nan and Marion - page #2

fund and turned over definitely to our Joint
personal interest, You told me that you
wished to keep this fund intact with the
thought that il obtalning a school sullding
depended on that amount for a balance, you
eould uee the whole amount. I agreed with-
out any question to your deslre, That did
not however nulify my interest in the fund,
A1l I am proposing now 1s to make entirely
certaln that even in case of my death,

thia fund will Welong to you without any
strings tled to 1t,

Had you claimed that thie wae not a falr way
of compensating Nanoy for her interest in
the shop wuilding, I could easily have
understood your point, and I would e willing
¥o meet that point with an agreement of
payment to her over a perlod of years, It
it is purely a matter of separating the two
agreements Ioam willing to slgn the agree-
ment on Val-Kill with that eslause stricken
out which arranges for compensation through
the school fund. I have however, as great
a degire %o feel that during my life I am
living in a bullding which I own as you have
to feel that this fund which you have earned
ghall we used for a purpose which you decilde
on. Therefore, I will only live in the
shop building if there 18 a tangible settle-
ment of cash values involved according to
Nanoy's accounts.

I have made this perfectly clear to both of
¥ou over a long period and last summer I

had & talk with Nan, fhe may not have told
¥you that at that time I told her that for a
long period of time I had mecome conscious

of the fact that we three viewed certaln things
in very different ways. fhe told me, for
instance, that while we wers working in the
committee, in the school, and in the indus-
tries together, you had both always felt
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that whatever was done wae done for the
sole purpose of Bullding me up.

whole conception was entirely different.

I went into the industries, begause I felt
that Nan wae fulfilling something which
she had long wanted to do. I would never
have done 1t alone. I had neither the
knowledge nor the background nor the
interest,

I went into the school wecause I had an
intereat in education and in young pecple
and peing fond of you I was anxlous to
help you in what you wanted to do. It
gave me an opportunity for regular work
which I was anxious to have, I went
into the political work because Louls
was anxious to have me do something to
keep up Franklin'e interest 1n a fleld
which he eventually hoped Franklin would
return to. I had no personal ambitions
of any kind and I have none today.

Nan told me t.at all my friends eensed a
great difference in me and many of them
felt a change in attitude Just as you and
ghe felt 1t. That is probabkly true and
I am free to say that I have also felt a
change,

I am now willing'to meet your ob)ectlon

on the point of not ineluding 1n our agree-
ment the school fund, but in order to
insure your control of this fund, I am
enoclosing my letter of reslgnation from

all the interests of the school, But
howev:r, this does not meet my equally

fire declsion that I do not care to live

in the shop bullding unlees I pay you and
Naney for the money you have involved there,
therefore, I make the proposition of a



Dear Nan and Marion - page #4

payment of & thousand dollare a year over
the next ten years to be paid Jointly to
you and Nanoy or separately if you desire.

I am not going to do anything in the way
‘of putting in a furnace this winter. I am
therefore seeing Mr. Fimbel to arrange to
turn off the water, and'in the spring I
can declde what to do. I will try to
gge that it ie arranged with the least
poseibkle inconvenlence to you, I think
1t will be better if we do not give a
Christgms party together thieg year. I
will send my gifte from Washington and
Bill and Frances and Joan and Clifford
may use my basement for a dance 1if it

is not too cold and they wish 40 do so,

It is of course, understoocd that in taking
over the upkeep of the weaving cottage,
Nelly will have the right to rent-the rooms
as she has before and each of us will have
the right to rent them from her as we have
in the past. It 18 also understood Af we
come Lo an agreement on the hop building
and I reopen 1t, that Molly shall ke her
room while she is in this country just as
sne alwaye has, but that when she ls away that
room 18 mine. This does not, however, mean
that any tlme you and Nancy wish to use the
two rooms on that floor, you can not tell

me and have them if I have no one there,

A8 there will be no heat in the cellar I
think 1t =ould we well to let Otto take
whatever wood he wishes and Arnold take
whatever wood he wishes, and Nanoy could
then sell the rest, This would clear
the cellar which I think is:sdvigable
under any circumetances,

Affectionately,

rat ]
Mies Marion Dickerman il
Miss Nanoy Cook L
66 Easat th Btreet
New York, N.X,



Hyde Park,K N.X¥X
November 8, 1938,

My dear Marion:

As I wrote you in a former letter, I am
desirous of withdrawing from my interests
in the school for varlous reasons which
ws need not go 1lnto.

1 do not of course ask that you take my
name off this year as I reallize that that
Eight cause some embarrassment, and I
will of course, have the senlor class for
a vielt in the spring Af you ocare 1o
bring them,

In resigning 1t 1s understood that my
ghare of the fund which we have held
Jointly in the name of Marion Pleckerman,
Haney Cook and Eleanor Roosevelt, and on
which we each pakd our ghare of {ncnmn
tax, shall revert mneondltionally te you
and to Nanoy.

We have had & plessant assoclation in the
school 4&n the past and I wish you every
success in the future,

Affectionately,
~
Mies Marion Dickerman or L Dt
66 Eaat 80th Btreet ¥

Hew York, N.X,
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Hovember 14th, 1938,

My d'u.r Eleanor:

I have your letter of November
ninth in which you tell me of your desire
to reslgn from your interest in the school.

This declelon has Brought me only
the truest sorrow for your part in oyr work
and 1ife here has been stimulating and in-
apiring to ue all. I have-valusd your
help and I feel handicapped at the thought
of going on without it and you,

Bince you leave me no alternative,
however, in acoepting your resignation I
aleo mgoept in my own name and that of
Nanocy Cook your share of the funds held.
Jointly by the three of us,

Thank you for your good wishes,

Affectionately,




November l4th, 1838,

Dear Eleanor:

The point which I have tied to make
clear poth in my conversation with Franklin
and in my conferences with Harry has been that
there was no connectlon whatsoever Betwesen our
intereats at Hyde Park and our interdata in
the Todhunter School, The fact that you,
Nan, and I were $nvolved in koth did not make
them identical,

The school 18 now incorporated under
state law and matters concerning 1t are public
records, Your letter resigning, and my letter
Acceptlng your reslgnation Become a part of
the permanent record I wanted this record
elear and unencumbered by irrelevant matter,

I regret that the work of eleven
years has not seemed to you a matter of suf-
ficlent lmportance to warrant even a eingike
conference, sut since this is the case I oan
only accept your deoislon as indieative of
¥our real wigh in the matter,

Inasmuch as the transfer of your
financlial interest to Nan and to myself is
slmply an allocatlof of principal no repart,
Harry tells me, should ke made in our income
reports for 1956, nor will you need to in-
clude any further item from this scurce in
your tax returns,

The fund to me 8till represents a
trust. We undertbok to do a certaln plece of
wﬂ,muurwrﬂﬂnunmupwtn;
along the road we have attempted to guide them:
some of our staff members in the past Yyear gave
up positions 1o come to um because they con-
8ldered ours an established school. To me
there is an unfulfilled osligation here which
I am going to try to carry through,
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At the moment there is a chance of
our sgecuring 35 East 74th Btreet without re-
strictionas, If this can be done and financekd
I ghall think it worth the effort.

Last fall when we undertook our
campal gn I talked the matter over with you for
knowing of the many interests which you now
have, 11 seemed only falr to reorlent our-
Belves in regard to this enterprise, especlally
gince we were asking others to Joln us. XYou
know what you told me then, I have never
deviated from our course chosen in 1927,
namely to bulld the best school of which we
were capable, I never used the achool nor
thought of the school as a medium for any-
thing except the ®eat in education, When
politica have at times made difficulties I
have been perfectly frank with you and I have
disocussed the matter openly, I resent
deenly any inference to the contpayy.

I appreclare your wlllingness Lo
allow your name to remaln connected with the
school for the present school year for un-
doutctedly any sudden change would ke a majter
of embarrassment to ues all.

Az far as the agreement aigned by
all of ue 1le concerned there ls little more to
wve sald. Harry tells me you have agreed to
alter one point in your letter and that is
the one in regard to financlal settlement,

I am glad for you have put much in your
new home which 18 truly yours, and in which
we hope youwwlll find great happlness.

Affectiomately,
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n.mm.mﬂmmmmmf
all of the Town of iyde Park, Datchess County, lew York, agres as follows:
WERLAS, under & loase made by Frandin 0. Hoosevelt ns
Landlord %o us, on the 230th day of Jamary, 1928, (hareinafter callsd e
wjnmmmn.mhhmulﬂlﬂ,m!ﬂhﬁr
eribed in the Leass, and located in the Town of /yde Fark, Dutchess County,

dew York, and
WA, the duration of the Lease 1s measured by the

1ife of our last survivor, and
WSS, we have Jointly erected dwelling houses and other
bulldings and lerovesments uwpon sald premises, and
WHXIEAS, we wish to dafine our respective rights during
our lives ln and o the use and cosupation of sald dwelling howses and
other bulldings and improvesents upon sald presdses, and
ITEREAS, we wish to clarify certaln esbignities in sald

Lsase and to asend its teraos!
i " NOW, THDGNGEE, We, in consideration of the matwal

m:mm“umm:

1 = inna Kleanor focsevelt, for and durlng the term of
uzm,mmmmmm"mummu;w.w
oouge to be cooupled, as ahe sees £1t, the Wildlng nown as the “Shop”,

'immumﬂmmﬂlnwmﬁnmﬂulﬂuﬂnm

oant, and including the room and bath lmown as Molly Godwin's room, (mot,
however, including tha "Morth Zast Wing" in sald tmilding, and not ineluding
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the "Oarage” in sald building, and not ineluding the "Lamndry*): alse the
building known a8 the “Jorge”| also the land beunded by the stone walk
between the “Shop® and the Puilding kmown as the "Oottage” and the new laks.
Upon the dsath of Amna Ileancr Roosevelt the use of the presises dsseribed
in this paragreph shall vest in the surviver or survivers of fhe parties
hereto, as the case may be.

3 - Nanmgy Cook and Marion Didkewman, for and during the
terms of thelir lives, shall have the sole and smolusive right to use and
osoupy, or csase %o be oooupled, as they ses fit the building known as the
"Cothage", and the gardens snolessd in a brisk wall and pleket fence adje~
oent thereto, and the "Oarage” specified in Paregreph 1. Upon the death of
elther Marion Diskerman or Naney Cook the use of the premises deseribed 1n
this paregraph shall vest in their surviver, and upon ths death of sald
survivor the use of said premises shall vest in inna Kleanor Roosevelt, if
living.

3 = The Pool, Laundry, "Sorth Rast Wing" of the "Shep",
and the grounds nmo% specifically referred %0 in Paragrephs 1 snd 2, shall
ba jodntly used by the parties hareto, thelr survivers or surviver.

4 - jona Eleanor Roosevelt for and during the term of her
1ife shall have the sole and exalusive right to use and sompy, or smnse
to be cocupled, as she sees fi§, the bullding bullt by her known as the
"Jarage and Itable”. Upon her death the title o0 sald Bullding and the
land upon whieh 1% stands shall revert to the Landlerd under the Lease,
together with a right of way on all roads leading %0 said building now
Pailt or which may be btuilt upon sald premises during the life of the Lease.




8 - inna Elsssor Gsoseveli for and Suring the Yemm of her
1ife shall have the sole and smelusive right %0 use and cosupy, or cwuse
to be used or cooupled, as sbe sees fit, the tullding kmown as the "Wearing
Cottage®. Upsm her death the #itle o sald budlding sad the land wpem
which 1% sbands shall revert to the Landlowd under the Lsase.

§ = The parties hereto agres that the rental reserved
under Paragraph () of the Lease shall be apportioned among them, e
thirds to isns Klessor Reossvelt and one=Shird %o Nanoy Cook and Mariem

. Ximng Digkwrman, In the event that one or more of the partiss shall sanss sald

'”‘“‘“-'w.m remtal %0 be inoreased by reason of the addition of new tulldings or improve-
ST300 g
3 B Lotereis gy ments, sush inoresse shall be sharged against the party or parties sreshing
..ﬂm:“.

| Akl ey iy or making sald new uildings or improvemsnts. Upon the dsath of one of

l‘l'l"b'.l'm ;
a “Gdatey elay the parties the rental obligation of sush party shall develve on the party
i T, -

TS vovive | oF parties satitled 1o the use of the presises of Vhe persen so dying. The

!

PO safrbyls satate of a persen dring shall mot be responsible for any of said reatal,

and shall oot take $1%le %0 Ahe lnberest of the persen so dying in sadd
pre=ises.

7 = Bach of the parties hereto shall be responsitle for
the upimep and vepalr of the presises ss required by Paragraph (o) of the
Leass to the oxtent that sbe hes the right of use and cocupanay under this
agressant. iThere the parties shall have the right to use sald presises
Jointly the mxpense of wpkeep and repair shall be Jolutly shared, sxsept
thet the uplmep and repeir of the Pool shall be solely borne by inne
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Eloanor ioosevelt during her life, Upon the deathk of a party to this
mn.hww#whwmrwrlmhmmnihww
nmlumunhmmutumwu—mnm

u-mquuhmmhﬁumwﬂu-ﬂu.
wﬂﬂhhwtﬂifmhm.Mhpiwhmwﬂu
hareto, and shall require for its' exeroise thelr unanimous eonsent and
mm.mm:inmduumluthﬂrhinuuﬂm- Upon
mdulhwmarundmmﬂm.ﬁnﬂlmumiﬂuﬂ-
mgy exerolee sald eptlon; and upon the desth of the last survivor the
rzmurqmm.uwm.umm--mnndmmmm.
with the tuililngs and lsprovemsnts thereon, ezl revert to the Landlord,

ﬂ-th-plﬂonulpnpommnnuuwﬂmﬂ&m
Juhtuwhrthplﬂiuhnhﬂuuh-mthnhm
pmﬂmmmhﬂum'mhmmmutaheuﬁh
prealses 1z wideh sald pereonsl property is now located.

10 = Property individually owned by eash of the parties
bareto now or hereafter to cous upon sald premises hall not be affeated
um-m.h;mmmmummulwm

M - Saney ook and iiaries Dokeman heveby tranefer asd
assdgm to Jnna Tleanor Hcosevelt outright gll thelr right, title and
interast dn and to the macidnery, tecls and equipment sow belng wsed by
Ctto Darg, wed alee Lhe machinery, l.uhnmmt]-ntmldu“h
arnold Terg. mmmumltmmnmm-
transferred and asedgned,
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Bentr—stinia-ssnsbissation of the smesutbon i e ol tils egreesent, The

partiss hereto mutually release and forever discharge sach other frem aay

Mnmmﬁmammmrwwm. now have

or whdeh their heirs, exesutors or administrators, hereafter can, shallor

may have for, upon or by reasom of any matter, cause, or thing whatsoever

from the beglnning of the world to the day of tha date of these prosents.
IN 7ITHESS WHERROF, we hawve hareunto set our hands and

m-m-f:wurm.m. ;
Ia EZ of y “l :Ej!k [:J'}
mm.lhl-

m.?fm__

1, Franidin D. Foosevelt, party of tha first part of a
certaln lsaso dated the 29th day of Jamary, 1934, made by me as Landlord
to Janay Cook, Marion [lokerman snd sona Cleanor Roosevelt and roferred
to in the foregoing agressent, hareby consent to tha terus of the fore=-
mwtﬂuntwﬂutm.mu;mmm-ﬂ

obligations of the parties to sald 1%/
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