
\ 



~1 
• I 

r • 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'// /c 

' I 4 ' 
.; i>" r 

v 

I ' • 
! 
\ . 
··•' 

I 

• r \. 

7 Letter to 1'1ancy Coolc about 1 936 t axes a11d 

contr1.huting c~ec1{ fo r 1935 t axes towa rd the 

succe s s of the cottag e. 
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Ttltpboru: 

I 'i. 1. ' 

U.l.W D. R oot.&'l&LT 

•H 01e&r.uu" 
Y Coo< 

v .AL-KILL COTT.AGE ' PoVGH1t11zrs1l! '421 
HYDE PAl\lt 

D UTCHESS CoUNTY 

NEwYou~ 
\ . . 

\. 

Aut:"llB t 6 , I 9 :'i? 

FrRnklln deRr; 

Uarlon pnn I are taking over the running of t he Cott~r,e . Elef\nor is doing the old shoo bu1lding,new gRrP~e steble etc . 

El eA.nor P.nd I heve talked over the tax questi on And it hAs been decided that Marion 11.nd I pay you $ 90. 00 a year for the tlU{ee on the CottRge. 

Then Eleanor will PAY you $ I75.oo •.. plue t h e t a:-:es f or the imT)r ovement s and e.leo on the new gRrA.p.e and stable. 

I Ml 
of t he t axes for 
te.x question. 

encloeinr, $ 9o . oo for l.!Pr1on and my ehr.re I93? .. . then I will be up to dnte on the 

Eleanor wi l l Rive you t he r est of the assessment whenever y"u let her kno11t how much it i s. 

Life i s more complicated since Vel-K111 Col!lm\ln1st1c State . . . Since I 9 32 we to the rieht . .. wha t do you think of t hat .' 

//~ 

we i;Ave up the 
hFve been turninG 
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Dear Nan and M&r1on: 

HJde Parki W.r. 
l o• e .. er v, 1938. 

I n all your oon• ereaU one u reported to 
me i y rrankl1n an1 Harry and 1n four 
wire ot las t n1ibt, 1QU een1 to feel 
that when I rel1nqu~eh to you • Y 1nt eraat 
1n the eohool fund 1n oona1derat1on of 
what add1t1onal •oney you ha•e 1n the , 
i ui ld1nc a wh1oh I aa w1ll1nc · to t ake 
o• er at the Val-X1ll oottace, you are 
in ao•e way Jeopard1z1nc thla fund 'lb1oh 
you oona1der a trus t . 

Let ua io i aok and oona1der thla fund, 
In the t1ret tew year• of our aaaoc1at1on 
1n the eohool you pald a certain amount 
each year out ot the profi t • to youreelt, 
to Nan and to ae, l eepinc only a part 
ot 1t 1n a fund either tor i Ulldin& or 
tor emercenoj uae . Later with the i dea 
or e• entually havin& a i uildlna, you 
placed a ll or the prof'l.te each year 1n 
th is fund i ut reported. to Nan and to •• 
our shar e or th18 tu.nil 1n order t hat we 
• 1eht pay an 1noome tax t hereon, which we 
di d. Thia i mpl1ee a Joint 1ntereat in 
that fund. 

It I were to die ay executors would i e 
oi l i&ed to ~t •Y ehare ot that fund tor 
my ea ta te. 'l'heretore. i n refuel na to 
cl ea.r th1e e1tuation up you are Jeopard1&­
in& that fund in a very real eenee. 

When the poee1i le i u1ld1ng ot a new eohool 
came up and the raleinc or a tund, you 
e.e ll:ecS me 1t I were will1ni to put ay ebare 
ot thie fund in to a new 9uild1nc, 9ut I 
undere tood that at Dr. Baruoh1 a 1n11e tenoe , 
thie f und woe removed t;om a poa siile 1ohool 

\ 



• 

\ 

. . 

. . 

DtiU' Ian and liar-ion - pa~o 12 

tund and turned o Yer det1n1telf to ovr Joint 
ptrton&l lntereet. You told •• th.at 7ou 
•lobed to keep tb1a tllnd 1nt&ot •Hb the 
tbolljll>t that 1t o) ta1n1na a oohool oulldln~ 
depended on that aaount tor a ~alanoe, 70u 
oouJ.d u1e the whole a.aunt. I &if"ted •1U\­
out an7 qu11t1on t~ your de11re. That 414 
not howeYer nullt7 •7 1nter11t 1n the fund. 
All I u propo11nr now 11 to •k• ent1r1l1 
01rta1n that e•en 1n oa.ee ot my death, 
thl1 fund. •111 'leloDi' to you •1 thout any 
1trln~1 tied t~ lt. 

Had 7ou olal•ed tnat thl• ••• not a ta1r way 
ot oo•peneatln& Nancy tor her 1nt1r11t ln 
tile ollop ~ lllld1~, I ooUld eatU.r h&Vt 
underetoo4 your point, and l would \ e •l ll1n1 
to .. ,t that point w1 th an ~Ne•ent ot 
payaent to h~r o• er a period. ot 1ear1. It 
lt 1• purel7 a aatter ot 1eparat1n1 ill• two 
acreeaente Ia.aa "1111ni to 11cn the a~e­
aent on Val -Xill • 1th that el.au11 1trlct1n 
out which a.rrance• tor coapen1atl on throu,,cb 
the aohool rund, I b&•e how1• 1rl. •• creat 
& d11lr1 Co feel i.ba t 4urlne; .,. l t1 I u 
ll•lnl ln • ~ulldl.ni which I own a1 JOU have 
to reel that th11 tund •blob 7ou ba•e earned 
1ball ~. u1 ed tor a purpoae ->llch you deo1d1 
on. Therefore, I •111 onl1 11•• 1n t he 
ohop ~u1141ni if there 11 a tanr1)lt 11ttl1-
ment ot cash •aluee l nvol• ed •ooor41nr to 
Nanc1'• aocount1 . 

I have aade thle perrectly clear io ~o th ot 
you o•er a lolti period and la1t au .. er I 
ha4 a talk •1th Han. l he aa.1 not ha•t told 
you that at that t1me I told her that tor a 
lonc period or tl•e I had ~eooae ooneo1ou1 

• 

ot the tact that • e three •1•••4 certain tbtn11 
1n • 1r7 cllttertnt •&1•. She told ae tor 
1n1tano1, that whil e •e • ere wort1nc in tht 
oc .. lttte, ln the achool, an1 ln tbt lndu1-
trl11 tocether, you had i>oth aln11 telt 



Dear •an and 11ar1on - pace I~ 

that wh&t e•er wu done waa clone tor t.bt 
oole pllJ'POoe ot a \l1ld111i •• up. 117 
whole oonoeptlon w&a ent1r.1J dltt1r1nt. 
I went into t.'l:e 1n4uatr1ea, • eoau1e I telt 
that Man • •• tulf1111n' oo~ethlna; tlllloh 
1he bad loni wa.nted to do . I would never 
have done 1t alone. I bA.d neither tht 
knowled1e nor the •ao k~ound nor the 
lntereet . 

I wont in to the eohool 9eoau1e I bad an 
1ntere1t in education and l n youJli people 
and • 11ni fond ot JOU I wae an11ou1 to 
help you 1n 'fh& t you • anted to do. It 
1••• •• an opportunltJ tor reruJ,&r w-ort 
1fh1oh I • •• anxious to have. I went 
tnto the polit ical wort • ecau11 Loult 
• U anxlou1 to ha.Ye a e do eoaeth1n1 to 
t 11p up rr-.nkl.1n•1 lnterett 1n. t11ld 
wbloh ht eventual.ly hoped Franklin wot.ll.d 
return to. I bad. no pereon&l aa• 1t1on1 
ot &DJ k.1 net and I have none tod&T. 

Nan iold ae t at all •1 trlen41 11n1td a 

r.e&t d1ttereace 1n •~ and aan7 ot tht• 
lt a oh&ni • ln at~1tu4e Ju1t &I 1ou and 

abt tel t lt, !hat 11 pro9a9l7 irue a.nd 
I &11 tr•• to 1ay th.e.t I have &110 telt a 
oh&11c• . 

I &11 no• •1ll1fli"'to meet your o9Ject1on 
on the poi nt ot not 1nolud1na 1n our •rr••­
ment the echool tund, 9ut 1n order to 
1n1ur1 1our oontr .ol or thl" rund, I a• 
6nolo1lni my le t ter ot re1tina~1on from 
all ~he 1ntere1 ta or the 1choo~ . • ut 
ho•t••r, th11 doee not meet •1 equally 
f1ra deo111on that I do not oar• to l1Vt 
ln tho ohop •u1ld1"" unleoo I paf you an4 
Na.nor tor the m,one7 1ou have 1nvol•t4 there, 
therttore, I cake t.'ie -propo11 tlon or a 

, 



Dear Nazi and llarlon - I>"&• I• 

p&.)11ftnt ot a thou1and dollar• a year over 
tht ntxt ten year• to • • pald Jo1ntly to 
7ou and Nano7 or 11pa.rately lt you d111r1. 

I am not ~otn4 to do anything 1n the way 
·ot putt1n' 1n a furnace thla •inter . I a~ 
theretore 1ee1n1 Mr. r1oae1 to arr~n1e to 
turn ott the water , and 1n the 1yr1n4 I 
oe.n deolde woo t to do . I will try to 
11c that 1 t la arranged with the lea1t 
po1119le 1noonvcnlenc~ to you. I think 
lt •111 • e aetter 1r we do not i1Ve a 
Cbr11t•• party tog-e th~r> thle year. I 
• 111 oenCI 1A!f ;iH ta rro:: llashlngton and 
Blll and Fr&noea and Joan and 011rrorC1 
&&¥ u1e •Y Duesent for a dance 1r lt 
1• not. too cold and t_;,,ey .-11h t.o do 10. 

It 11 or oour11, Wlderatood t.bat ln td.klna 
o•t:t" the upkeep ot the wea•lfti cott•i"•, 
Nell7 •111 have the right t~ rent~tbe rooa1 
a1 ahe ha• before artd each or ue •111 have 
'211 r11tht to rent the.: tro1:1 her &I we have 
ln the paet. It la alao u.nd eretood 1r we 
00111 to an &~eeaent on the hop bul~dln~ 
•nd I reopen 1t, that !lolly llh&l.l keep her 
t'Oom 1'h1le 1he 18 1n ~b1a countrt Ju1t ae 
1he &lway1 ha1, •u t that •hen 1be 11 away that 
room 11 1111ne. 'l'hla does not., however, mean 
\hat any time you 41'¥1 Nancy •l•h to u11 the 
two roome on that floor, you oarJ not t ell 
me o.nd have the11 1t I have no one. thero, 

Al there •111 ae no heat 1n the cellar I 
tll1nlt 1 t - ould h well to le~ Otto take 
whateve~ wood he w1ahea and Arnold take 
wnate vtr wood he •11be1L and Nancy could 
Ulen 1ell the r11t. ·rn11 "TOuld olt&r 
th~ cellar which I thlnt 11 .adv11alll• 
undt r any clrouaata.ncee . 

Atrect1o:iatel1 , 

~111 ll&rl~n D1olterW&ll 
M111 Nanoy Cook 
ee l att 80t~ l treet 
Hew Xorlt, N, X, 

J 



HJde Pr.rt W, :r, 
lo••c~tr ~. 19:)8, 

Ky dear lta..rlon: 

At I W?'Ote you ln a fol"ller l etter, I•• 
de11rou1 or •t thd...r&•ln~ from rtq' lnte re• t• 
ln tht 1ohool t or varlou.e rea1on1 •hlch 
wr net4 not ao lnto. 

I Co not or oouree ••k that you take my 
na.mo ott \hl l year aa J real ize that that 
mttht oau1e tome embarrassment , and I 
•111 ot ooura•, have the aenlor ola11 tor 
a v111t tn the 1prin~ lf you care t o 
'ertna the•. 

In rtalcntn• l t 11 u.nde~stood that •Y 
thar·e ot the tun4 wtuch • f" have held 
Jotn tl1 tn the n.aae or Ko.rton J)lckcraan , 
~&nOJ Coot and El.ea.nor Rooae•elt, and on 
wbtoh Wt ~•@ P•.td our ahs.re or l ncoat 
tax, lhall revert Cltlcond.1~tonall7 to 7ou 
Gd to lla.nc7. 

We have had a plefl.!an~ a11oc1at1on ln tr.e 
1ohool t.n the JMl•t imd I wlsh 1ou 1ver7 
tuoot•t tn the future . 

kl11 M• rlon Dlokorman 
66 EAtt 80t~ l treot 
New Xork, H. l . 

Atteot1onatel1, 

.. 
. , 
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Ko• ea\ er 14th, 1938 • 
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. 
My dear l leanor: 

l have 1our letter ot Uovember 
ninth 1n whloh you tell ce or your de11re 
to re11icn fro• your l rtte rest ln the eohool. 

Thls deo111on haa a rouj;ht mt only 
the truot\ eo r row ror your par t ln o~r work 
and 11tt here ha.a 9een 1tl~ulatlng and ln~ 
8plr1na to u1 all . I hav~ulued your 
help and 1 reel handicapped &t the tho\l~t 
ot go1ni on without l t am you . 

l lnce you lta•e ae no &lternatl•t, 
ho• t••r, l n acoeptlni you.r re11anat1on I 
alto aooept 1n 11:1 o.n nai::e and t.Aat or 
•ano1 COo't 10ur •bare or the tund1 hald. 
Jolntl7 97 the ihree ot us. 

Thant you tor yoor iOQc1 •11be1 . 

u rect1onatel7, 

l 



NoYem~er 14th , 1938. 

Dear l leanor1 

The po1nt wh1ch l have Ued to ll&ke 
clear Doth 1n •Y convereat1on •1th Franklin 
and 1n my conterence1 w1th Harr7 haa aeen that 
there wa1 no oonntot1on •hat1oever • etween our 
1ntereate ati Hyde Park and our 1nt erll:1 t e in 
the Todhunter l chool. The tact that you, 
N&n, a.nd I • •re I nvolved 1n ~oth dld not aak:e 
th.eo 1dent 1cal. 

!'ht 1cbool 1• no• lncorporated under 
1tate law and &Attere oonoern1n, 1 t •re puollc 
tecorda. Your lttter r111an1ng, and my letter 
o.ccept1n~ your rea1gna.tlon 'become a po.rt ot 
the permanent reoord. I wanted thl8 record 
olea.r and unencumbered \y irrelevant utter. 

I reitret th& t th• work ot eleven 
7ear1 ha1 not aeeeed to you a aatter ot 1ut­
t1c1ent 1c.porta.nce to warrant e•en a 11n1te 
conterenoe aut a1nce t.."'111 11 the ceu1e I can 
only accept you.r 4eola1on a1 lndlcat1vo ot 
your real w1ah 1n r;he m.atter. 

lnaemuch ti.I the traneter or your 
tlna.~clal lnt--reat t.o .Nan and to a.yaelt 11 
11cply an alloo&\1oo ot prlnolpal no report, 
Harry tell• ••t ahouJ.4 ~e aide 1n our 1nooa& 
report• ror 1938, nor •111 you need to 1n­
olude any further item tro• thl• e~uroe ln 
your tax returne. 

The tund to me 1tlll repreeent1 a 
truat. W• undertbok to do a certain piece ot 
work, ao•e ot our ~lrla art only part ••1 
al.011& th• ro-4 •~ ba•e aita91>ud to Cl'1da the•; 
aome or our at.art •e•~era ln the pa1t 7ear gave 
up poa1t1on1 to co•~ to u1 -•cau1e tbe1 con-
1 1d~red our• an e1ta~llahtd 1ohool . To me 
there 11 an untultl lled OYllaailon here which 
I a.11 iOlf\& to try to o~rry throuJh . 



Dear J:leanor - page 12 

• . 

At the moment there 11 a ohance or 
our aeour1ng ~5 East ?4th l treet without re­
etr1ot1ona. If this can ae done u.nd financed 
I ahnll th ink 1 t worth the errort. 

Last tall when we undertook our 
campal 11n I talked the matter over W1 t.'l you for 
know1n& or the many intereata whloh you now 
have, i t aeemed only talr to reorlant our-
1elve1 1n regard to this enterpr11e, e1peclally 
elnce we ware as~ni others to Join ue. You 
know what you told me then. I have never 
deviated from our course chosen in 1927, 
namely ~ ouild the aest aohool or which we 
were cap-..le. I neve r used t.he echool nor 
thou;Iht or the school ae a 11ediW1 for any­
thing except the aeat 1n education. llhen 
politics have at times made d1ft1ou1Liea I 
have aeen perfectly frank w1th you and I have 
diacusaed the matter openly, I resent 
deeply an{ inference to the oon1111ar;r . 

I appreciare your w1llin.neaa LO 
allow your name to remain connec ted with the 
school tor the present schoo1 year for un­
doubt edly any sudden change would ae a ma) tsr 
ot embarrassment to us all. 

As far as the agreement algned a y 
all o! ua 1e concenned t here 1a 11ttle more to 
ue 1a1d. Harry tells me you have aereed to 
alter one point 1n your letter and that 1a 
the one in re~ard to r1nanc1al settlement. 
I am ,rlad for you have put much 1n your 
new home which 1e truly youra, and in which 
we hope you;will !ind great happ1ne11. 

Atfect1oaately, 

.. 
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TELEGRAM ~~ 
V ijl~e ~ftite ~se 

14- ~~ 
Ne~ York, N. Y., November 12, 19~ 

THE PRESIDENT, 

Th• v.i.x111 acre•••nt h•• now been 1lgned br all 

three or the part111 . 
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