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Dear dr. Presioent: ]

I must spologlse for g
not, I &assure you, & dalqr {
four usrs - ever sthee-1 e
sloe nun veen In wy aind,
tie words wnlich this let-hr: ’

suswering toat question ans unae we

of answering it has mus ne
You will pernaps recall

Museatew o e tast you haa

of Congrasa, It wis u difficul

T wrote you tuo letters, escn
cope uown to it I could not b
Congress was & job 2 man tﬂﬁ{
unaertike. hitner tae art or
roault vouwiu ve ulsatrous to .:_

bl




;I have therefore sauly anu:regretfuily conciuces tust Lasre is
‘ notilng to be puilnea oy goln, rouna sguiin. T con only toenk you
witn a1l my newrt for tainking of we ana faor the great nonor you
fave done me ana tell you with what regret I feel I wust decline,

I saculu lixe elso to mud tais, i1 you will perait oe to uo so.
Juc resson wiy toe Job of librarisn of Congress frigntens we is
toe fuct tast tie Job Is ;retty imca & pernanent job. A aEn would
hauraly be much poou ot it for three or four yeers una It would be unfair
of alm to leave until ae hod pesseu [is apprenticechly aud served for
aany yeer: theresf‘cr, I snoculc tcerefore feel, in tusing it, taat
I have glven up oy own work pretty amuch for the rast of ay life. I
savuld not feel the snue wiy spout work wnich diu not hsve thls
cnarscters I should elso be prouu to oe of service to you. IT taoere-
Tore tne occasion saoula arise witen you folt I could be of sarvice
te you I hope you will not toink thet @y ineoility to accept tae
office you have now in mima Impliec thut T intend to crawl iato un
;?u::,' towers I uo intena to put in tie next year writing o J.l;ng P
posm, 1f tae world doesn't blow up under us. And I am not, a8 I think
you know, & job-nunter in any sense of tne word, but I fsaaire you anu
JOUF WOTK, #2 you mey realise. #4nu I shonlu ve prous indesu to be
uselul to you in eny eapacity salcn uic not ueyrive me of tie treue
I follow.
Very respectiuliy yours,
ArGHIBALD smeLEISH

To The Preslcent

e “Fl!ﬂ{t‘]ll’ D. C.
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Archibald Maclelish, Emq.,



The nomination of Archibald MacLeish to be
]Mﬂﬂubhmvﬂmhhphmd
JJthe great cultural centers of the world a man of
schievement and Imagination. As poet, editor
mdﬁhnhrﬂthcﬂm_minm
ism at Harvard, Mr, MacLeish is ranked in the
forefront of American men of letters. = ..
The magnificent library at” Washington s far
more than = collectlon of books, Among fts pos- |
and ‘n stesdily ineressing number of flms and|, .
ﬂmmmﬂnmmﬁ?ﬂj ]
=T TR | B -."'-rl ]
mgmmdﬁmmmmnf
Putnam bullt for the past 40 years support an fn- .
stitution sptly -described’as a unfversity without

The combination of man snd cpportunity is a
great prospect for the fufure. ~. - 0 o L
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man and & scholar,” he deserves immediate,
unanimous, hearty confirmation, ~ . -

" Thae President will be eriticized, perhapa,
for his fallure to plek a tralned librarian.
The obvlous reply 1s that far more than ||
technleal ability -is requisite for the super-
vizlon of one of the. great libraries- of .the
world, A skilled orthodox Wbrarlan could
have been found-easlly enough, but none
with the quallfications of Mr. Putnam.” The
purely professlonal features of the position
can be learned easily by a man of Mr, Mag-
Lelsh's ‘endowments and experfence. 7.
LA pleasing  personallty’ and ‘a marked
aptitude ' in  speech,public and* private,
should ba of great nasistance to him in his)
relations with ‘members of Congress). Tha |
entirely non-politieal’. nature of  the “ap-
pointment makes it all the more. pleasing.,
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in Lib f 8

gtober 12, 1

This is an occasion without precedent in the history of the Library of
Congress. But not perhaps for the reason of which you think. It is an occa-
Sion without precedent in the history of the Library of Congress houa;nu it is
the first time in the Library's history when the Librarian has opened a new
building or A new division with a speech.

The Library moved across from the Capitol to the building in which we
stand to the accompaniment of an eloguent and admired silence. Forty years
later it pushed its frontiers across the street to the Annex which can be
seen from these windows without a single word. Today it opens its Hispanie
Room with a speach by the Librarian.,

Unkind eritics or unkinder friends will suggest that the difference 15 a
difference in librarians---that my predecessor being truly a librarian knew
the golden wvalue of that silence to which students in libraries are continually
admonished whereas I, being a versifier, suffer from the itch for words which
has always characterised my eal}iua. It is a plausible explanation for it
contains much truth. There iﬁ indeed a difference in Librarians and a differ-
ence, I fear, for the worse.

But the real explanation is not this. The real explanation is that the
times change as well as the men. There are times when a great institution can
let stone and mortar speak for it. And there are other times when it must

attempt to speak, however haltingly, for itself.



This is such a time. Once the value of the things of the spirit could be
taken for granted. Once it could be taken for granted anywhere in the civ=
ilized world that the free inquiry of the free spirit was essential to the
dignified and noble life of man. Once it could be assumed as a matter of
course that the work of artists, the work of poets, the work of scholars, was
good and should be respected, and would be preserved. Now it is no longer
possible to assume these things. Now---and it is still incredible to us that
it should be true---now such an act of faith in the life of the human spirit
as we perform here today, such an act of respect for the labor of poets and
scholars and of love for that which they have made, cannot be taken for granted:
cannot be left to speak for itself even in & room as beautiful, as eloquent as
this.. It is necessary for us to say what it is that we are doing and why it
is that we are doing it.

I for one am not proud of this nuea;uitr. I am not glad that it 1is
necessary to speak.

What we do is this: we dedicate here a room and a division ur the Library
of Congress which has been set apart for the prauurvation and the study and the
honor of the literature and scholarship of those athur republics which share
with ours the word American; and which share with ours also the memories of
human hope and human courage which that word evokes---evokes now as never before
in the history of our hemisphere.

Why we do it is also obvious. We do it because this literature and this
scholarship are worthy in themselves of the closest study and the most meticu-
lous care and the greatest veneration; and because they, more than any other
literature and more than any other scholarship, help us in this republic to

]

understand the American past which 18 common to us all,
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We are begioning to perceive, as the peaceful dream of the Nineteenth
Century fades away and the economic theories and scientific theories, which were
to explain everything, fade away with it---we are beginning to perceive that
man never was, and never can be, such & philosophic sbstraction as the thinkers
of that century supposed---that man is a creature living on this earth and that
the earth he lives on qualifies his 1life. Awmerica has shaped and qualified
and redirected the lives of men living on her continents for four hundred years.
But we who are born in America and live our lives here, have not very well
understood our relations to these continents, nor our debt to them, nor in what
way they have altered us and changed cur bodies and our minds.

We have not understood this because we have turned, for the most part, to
the literature and the scholarship of Europe for imstruction, and for the inter-
pretation of our world. Those of us who were of Latin origin have turned to the
literatures of latinized Europe, and those of us who were of English end Celtic
and Scandinavian and Teutonic origin to the literatures of northern Europe. We
have found there great treasures, great wisdom, high instruction---but only
rarely an interpretation of our own lives in terms of the earth we know. Even
the American child reading his European poems feels the strangemess: the

seagsons are wrong, the springs too early or too slow, the birds and animals

different.
It is a curious condition but one which, by long habit, we have come to

take as natural. We have locked at Amer ica with borrowed European eyes sSo long
that we should hardly recognize the country if we saw it with our own. Doubt-
less we shall continue for many generations to look at America with these eyes.
Oour cultural inheritance is European by origin, and like other European legatess

of other legacies we can enjoy it only in the original currency. Which means



- & -

inevitably that we employ that original currency to value our American lives,
But though it is inevitable that the great richness of our Eurcpean past should
impose its values upon our Americgn present, it is not inevitable, and it is
surely not desirable, that the gréat richness of our European past should
exclude us from the richness of our own.

From the beginning of the sixteenth century there has been accumulating
on these continents a body of recorded American experience of the very greatest
importance to anyone concerned to understand the American earth and the relation
of that earth to the men who live upon it. Because this experience has been
recorded in several languages and because it has been deposited in scattered
places---places as far apart as Santiago de Chile and Bogotd and Buenos Aires
and Mexico City and New Orleans and St. Louls and Quebec---because, furthermore,
it has been overlaid with the continuing importation of European literature and
European thought---for all these reasons the recorded Auurinnﬂ experience has
not influenced the common 1life of the Americas as it should hqvu influenced 1it.
It has not been useful to an understanding of the Americas as it should have
been useful. 5

Other men who know these continents better than I know them=--other men
who know these records of the American r:porianuu better than I shall ever know
them---will think of many instances in their own lives when the words of men
who lived in the Americas before them have made suddenly clear, and suddenly
explicable, matters they had long wished to understand. But even in my shallow

knowledge of these things there is ome such indebtedness. Some twelve years

2go in a Paris library I came upon & copy of Bernal Diag' Irue History of the
Conguest of New Spain. Thers in that still living, still human, still sharply

breathing and believable Story of Mexico it seemed to me that I understood for

==
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the first time the central American experience---the experience which is Ameri=-
can because it can be nothing else---the experience of all those who, of what=
ever tongue, are truly American---the experience of the journey westward from
the sea into the unknown and dangerous country beyond which lies the rich and
lovely eity for which nuﬁ hope.

I tried at that time to make a poem of this understanding. ‘The argument

of my poem begAN==-

0f that world's congquest and the fortunate wars:

0f the great report and expectation of honor:

How in their youth they stretched sail: how fared they
Westward under the wind: by wave wandered:

Shoaled ship at the last at the ends of occean:

How they were marching in the lands beyond:

0f the difficult ways there were and the winter's snowi

0f the city they found in the good lands: how they lay in it:
How there was always the leaves and the days going...

Other men will say the same thing in other words and many of them better.
Historians will tell us how their study of the documents and monuments of
Mexico and Peru opened to their minds the true perspective of American civiliza-
tion===a givilization of which the first European date is the year 1523 when a
scheool for Indian boys was opened in Mexico Clty---of which the first American
date lies deep under the limestone waters of Yucatan and the iren earth of Gua-
temala. Scholars will speak of the year 1539 when the first book to be printed
in the Americas was printed in the city of Mexico. Lovers of human liberty will
remember the name of Carlos de Siglienza y Géngora who, in the year 1691, at a
time when witches were being hung in Salem, successfully defended against the
scclesiastics of Mexico his opinion that the great eclipse of that year was a

natural event. They will quote against all witch~burners in all.centuries and



countries his noble words: "I stood with my quadrant and telescope viewing the
[blackened] sun, extremely happy and repeatedly thanking God for having granted
that I might behold what so rarely happens in a given plece and about 'I‘I;I.ah
there are so few observations in the books.* . s

Ho man living in the United States can truly say he knows the Americas
unless he has a knowledge of these thingse=e-a knowledge of this other American

past, this older American past which shares with ours the unforgettable

experience of the journey toward the West and the westward hope.

What we are doing in this room, then, 18 to dedicate to the uses of the
citizens of the United States, and to the uses of learners and readers every-
where, these records of the American experience. In this Hispanic Room of the
Library, students of the Americas may follow the great Iberian tradition which
has populated with its ideas and its poetry by far the greater part of these
two continents. Here they mey read the rich and various works written in these
m:;ntinmt.a in the Iberian tongues--the two great tongues which, with our own,
have become the American language. Here, if our hopes are realized, Americans
may some day find the greatest collection of Hispanic literature and scholar-

ship ever gathered in one place..

There are men in the world today---and many rather than few---who say
that the proper study of mankind 18 not man but a particular kind of man.
There are those who teach that the only cultural study proper to & great people
is its own culture. There are those also who say that the only real brother-
hood 1s that blood brotherhood for which so many wars have been fought and by
which so many deaths are still justified. The dedication of this room and

of this collection of books is a demonstration of the fact that these opinions
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are not valid in the Americas: that in the Americas, pecpled by so many hopes,

so many sufferings, So many races, the highest brotherhood is still the

brotherhood of the h-u-.u:. Spirit and the true study is the study of the best.
This is the belisf of the people of this Republic expressed by the action

of thelr national Library in the dedication of this room.
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November 7, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

How you can find time in a day as long as
yours to write a letter so delightful is beyond me.
I am most grateful for the suggestion which I hereby
adopt and claim as my own coinage. May I admit to
you, however, that no such happy thought would ever
have occurred to me? I am, after sll, a professional
Litrarian - as you ought to kmow. Thank you with all
my heart.

Faithfully yours,

o V) F
Batts MeC 2ol

The President
The White House



| L LmARARY OF CONGRESS - ﬁf‘-

Wela 0 ot
> T = CFricE OF THE LiBRARIAN {\.
(:11"" 4 " WasHinaTON ‘%/ “’4’"_,.
L% 7 o
Y o Y. %
o Y, Co
: & X gﬁ?*

My dear Mr. President:

I lmow we can bardly hope for the homor
of your pressmce at the little ceremony which
will accompany the deposit here of the Magna Carta,
but I do want you to kmow that the spokessan for
the barons wishes with all his heart it might be
possibls. In any event, his eight or nine sen-
tences will be aimed at one public omly.

Very respectfully,
.
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Deganber 1, 19%.

Dear Arehiet
Please thenk Mr, Eaton for that
fine exsaination and explanation of the parch-
 ment doeument. How 1t got into = miseslisneous
lot of serly Dutshess County desds is beyond me
as I gan diseover no possible ecunection.
As ever yours,

¥ashington, D. C. FOR/4)
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The Librarisn of Congress acimowledges receipt of the
Freaident's commmication of November 14, 1939, in which the
Prosident aclknowledges himeelf comversant with the Indo-Iranian,
Coptie, Pictic, and Maymn tongues, but his inability to
read an ancient manusoript forwarded te Librarisn under the
covering commmication of November 14, 1939.

The Librarisn of Congress further notes the suggestion of
Colonel Watson that the handwriting may be the handwriting of his
noble ancestress Pocahontas.

Careful and scientific inquiry by the scholars, antiguarisns,
archeeologists, mesmeriste and handwriting experts of the Library
of Congress produces the following information.

First, it is confidently held that the handwriting of the
docnzent in question cannot be the handwriting of Focahentas,; since
the ink contains no sign of the hairs of Captain John Smith.

Second, 1t is Judged that thae document cannot be written
by the President's great great grandfather; Jncobus Foosevelt,
because of the ecircumstance that it is a record of hearings in
the Court of Common Pleas at Westminster on the thirtieth day of
Mey in the year 1635, a hearing at which, our experts are reasecn-
ably certain, Jacobus Hocsevelt could not have been present.

Third, it is submitted that the contents of thie remark-
able document actually refer to an action briought by one Emanuel
Bourne and one Richard Hodgkinson sgainst John Jackson end Theo-
dore Grens for recovery of "three messumges, one mill, o hundred
and forty acres of land, ten mores of meadow, sixty acres of
pasture” and other unspecified land.

All this; topether with further breathtaking discoveries
of & scholarly and sclentific nature, is set forth in the enclosed
document prepered by cne of our more eminent geophysiciste whose
work is submitted in the humble hope that it may prove both en-
lightening and edifying. May I close by assuring the President
that anytime he wants to learn the secret of the Great Fyramid,
he has only to consult our Manuscript Division where we have all the
pecrets save (alas) his own.

Very respectiully,

(Enclosure) &A.e,ﬁ Gk 114_‘45‘(__“
Litrarian

The President
Tha Thite House
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My dear Mr. President:

Iven with the knowledge that I am adding to the
burden of your mail, I sust tell you how deeply grateful I
nhmfwrmhttnlmtwr_rhd%m.

L..E ! r"E gnl

You sre kinder than you know.

1 have replied in formal and scientific fashiom
to your inguiry about the mysterious parchment. I hope my
voluminous report was not consigmed to a file without your
seeing 1t, for the document turns out to have considerable
interest.

Very respectfully yours,

Enrtlnnt, .
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Dee 11, 1939,

4% Pelix Frankfurter's suggestion, the President sends
Mr. Louis A, Simon a memorandwm, asking him what he thinks
of putting quotation from Masleishis: speech on Nov. 19th
at bottom of bromse tablet which is to go into the hall of
Hyde Pk Litrary.

SesiLitrary folder-Drawer 21039



Dear Mr. President:

My failure to make suggestions about the
Librarian for Hyde Park is not due to forgetfulness but to
my failure to turn up anyome in my thinking on the subject
who excited me. On Friday night, however, at a Philadelphis
meeting of the American Council of Learned Sccletdies, I

met Dr. T. C Director ﬁ_ﬁﬁﬂm_&%ﬁmﬂm;..
Sod whom Dr. L&TEWE I8 very muc sted. For

tover it is worth, I want you to kmow my feeling that
he 18 a grand person and & man from every point of view.
My only question would be whether he shouldn't be allowed
to go along with the work he is now doing in American
History. His socount of it stirred me up ag have few
things I have recently rum into. I will keep on seratching
the ground but it seems to be pretty stoney going. The
man who takes that job will have one of the greatest oppor-
tunities of which I have any knowledge to lay cut on the
line the new conception of Demcormcy~insaction which the
hisptoriang sust produce and produce fast.

Faithfully yours,
e bamet ae

The President
The White House
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April 2

Dear Misey,
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ce in any way and at sny place.

Very best regards to you.

b

wun

Faithfully yours,

{1 enclosurs)

Private Secretary to The President
Yarm Eprings
Georgle

Misp Marguerite A. Le Hamd



Publications Research Inc., 27 Sixth Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. Sterling g-2501

April 22, 1940

Dear Arch:
About the subject of our discussion in New York:
This is my ideas

That it's important to the people of the United States
that they have one daily journel to read in which wer news is
bandled — may I say, scientifically. That there be one pub-
lication whose aim is not to misinform by exaggerating or dis-
torting the news in the interest of selling extrs editions.
That there be one publication on which the American people can
rely for bard headed, disinterested military analysis of the
violence abroad — so that the people of this country may have
true facts upon which to base their democratic decisions.

That FM be this paper.

If I could employ on my steff & man who bad had the honor
of serving in the U. 8. Army Intelligence and who had the con-
fidence of the officers in the War College who are daily study-
ing the military situstion abrosa, I feel that he would be able
to give PM the daily analysis of the militery situation on
which any such treatment as I visualize must be based.

It is my thought thet you might be able to recommend such
& man -- or through your connections to obtain & recommendation
for me. '

As I told you at lunch, I feel we must all fact the fact
that this is & period in history when the course of mankind
may again be declided by militery viétory. Perhaps I am talking
only of the problems of the next few months. I hope so. But
during this span I think you will agree that the militery
situstion is of deily importance to our troubled citizens, And
I know of no better way to give them the knowledge they must
have and which I bave cutlined to you -- not military information



April 22, 1940 —-Z- Mr. MaclLeish

written byapenny-a-line self appointed expert, but by a man
of real knowledge and experience in & position to contact
daily the best military brains in this country.

I feel thoseiin e position of muthority will recognize
at once the difference between this approsch and the approach
commonly made by the journalist whose only interest is in
reieing the circulsation he has to sell to advertisers — or
in electing himeelf to politicel office.

You know the pressure on my time. Iou will recognize
the importance I plece on this subject when I say that solving
the problem of this conmection comes before anyihing else
on my calendar. 5o please [eel free to call on me whenever
you feel I may advance a solution.

SN

HRegerds,
1
Ralph erso

Mr. Archibaeld MacLeish
The Library of Congress
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE {)
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1940.
MEMORANDUM FOR
ARCHIE MaclLEIBH
Missy showed me your letter.
Amother case of Kroock. That man (I
cannot bring myself to call him a
gentleman) is really to be pitied
because,congenitally, he goes through
1ife trying to make as much trouble
for his fellow human beings as
possible. It is, I suppose, a form
of sadism,

F. D. R



Conway .I.n..n.'-‘r b
Sunday,August Four
At s b, = SR
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Dear Miesey: S the ALTficultiles
Wi have doper anythling
I don't know whether the Fresident notdloed,
of,1f he noticed,was interssted 'in the pisce
in the NewYork Times on Friday which ~purported
to desoribe conversations between' Russell Daven-
port and myeelf, However,I'd like you to have
the facts in osse they have any lmportance.
; dblling you with sli
Herbert Agar,Joseph Alsep,¥ard Cheney and
a number of other people deeply concerned about
the Britlish position and ite relatlion tosourselves
utlulﬂ!urklnttngoornn-lumt- :
eartaln of the date - iscues the matter. They
decided apparently to deo three thinge - to attempt
to determine the attitude of the leading newd
a0 ntators on the destroysr question - to attempy
to reine Willkle's attitude - and to Ettempt
to see the Fresident. In order to sllcit some
statement from Willkie they prepared and handed
Russell Davenport,who was about to leave for
Colorado,a statement inquiring whether hé, would
support an effort to make old destroyers avallable
to, the British. This must have been Monday of
last week, Subsequently they came to Washlngton
and saw me. I.nn*l.ng that Davenport (with whom I
worked for yeara at Fo ) 18 & ve alose
friend of mine they an me to call him to ses
what luck he had had. I did so and found that
Davenport,whose own attltude strongly supportas
the destroyer {mopuul,tu unable to say anything
except that Iurd be glad to try get an answar
from W.if the Frepident would askl Davenport
realized,of course,that the mq'a.!ﬂry csme from
Agar,Cheney,et al snd that I was spesaking on thelr
bﬂhllf, and in my mosthersonal capaclty.

How the story leaked to the Times I don't
know though [ shrewdly suspsct. Davenport told
me over the phone that only W.and Himsalf knaw
I had called, I trust Davenport and belleve him.
However I suspect that one of the large group
of journallsts involved in the New York meeting
let alip the fact that I had been asked by them
to eall Davenport and that was enough for Krook.
He immediately dld hils best to lnainuate that I
had called on the Presidpft's behalf. You perhap s
saw my very expllicit statement on this in the
Times the following day( SeTvriiy)

It would be useless for me to try to eay



how deseply I regret the publicatlon. You ocan
lmagine without my boring you with the detalls
how it has hag-ridden me,sleeplng and waking.
Endwing - or rather guesssing - the difficulties
in the Preaident's way I would have done anything
rather than lncreass them, I suppose the moral

1a that in a worll with one Kroeck in 1t you

munat treat all men as though they were clks

. or run the risk of being betrayed at every

ccocaalon,

Forglve me for troubling you with all
thla. My affectlonate regards to you

youra always

B e qhue.Lﬁ%E
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Wednesday
January 22, 1941

‘oopy

THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS
WASHINGTON, D.O.

Dear Miasy:

Sometime when you cen will you tell him
thet 1t was lest Monday I really understood for the
first time in my life what n great speech 1s: It is
good words - and the words Werge good: they were true
and simple and strong. It is good voloe - and the
¥olce was magnificent: better than I have aver heard.
But most of all - mors than either'words or volce -
it 1a & MAN. A great speech is & great man made
suddenly, as in & glare of level light, visible and
understandable. Monday was a great man plein and
clear and unforgettable as a mountain against the
light. Pleases tell him,

Yours always,

arante (e ficf)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHIHGTON

September 26, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I spoke to Archie MacLelsh
about Mayor LaGuardia's offer of a
Job which you hoped he would take.
Archie asks that he be allowed to
talk with you for a few minutes next
week before he makes up his mind one
or the other about heading up
this work.

He has an idea what it is they
want him to do and he is anxious to
have a word with you before making a
decision.

G.G.T.
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THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS
Washington, D. C.

h October 3, 1941

Dear Grece:

Atteched is & letter to the President
which I hope very much it may be possible for him to
read before supper this evening. If you can do so without
inconveniencing him, will you pass it along? Thank you
for many things.

Alweys,

Cordially yours,
| Attachment i | et

Archibeld MacLeish
The Librarisn of Congress

Misa Grace Tully
Secretary to the Presidemt
The White House



v

Tell Archi
everything all well. 8it tight.

Keep at his Job.
F.D.R.
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IB20 THIRTY-THIRD STREET

WASHINGTON. D.G; ED"}D i

Sunday,Dec, 18

Dear Mr,President:

There is little anqu: any of us ean do for you
now ~ or indeed at any time, But one thing we c¢an do -
or 80 at least it seems to me - is not te add to your

burdens .,

1 know enough about Washington after two brief
years to know that the solution of many problems is

made more difficult for you by the necessity of consider
ing the personalities involved, I want you to know that
no unhlis:rmtiqn of the personality of Archie MacLeish
need ever complicate any problem of yours,

pecifically I want you to know that nothing y
you may do in the solution of the confused and difficult
roblen of the dontrol of government information will
fn any way wound or trouble me, Steve has told me of
your decision to have the Censor,when he is appointed,
handle the questions of interdepartmental information
policy which OFF has been trying to handle through its
Intsrdepartmental Committee amd its liaison service,
That decision would of course entail the transfer to the
Censor's office of the organization and staff of OFF.
The staff of OFF is small but,I think,excellent and
the Interdepartmental Committee is an active,functioning
cormittee great actual,and greater potential,useful-
ness, If such a transfer seems to y-u desirable I hope
¥y u will not hesitate oo my acoount to make ‘it. My
resignation as director of OFF is at all times in your
hands to use aAs you mee fit.

I am sure you will believe that I write this
letter in complete sincerety and with no o¥ertones,
I have another job to do at the Library 4f you feel you
do not need me in OFF, And now and elways T am at your
absolute disposition, I have only one desire - to be
of service to you in any way I can,

With my respect and my affection

I
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}‘Tf 'h-'lj THE WHITE HOUSE

.J‘?‘ WASHINGTON

December 23, 1941.

MBMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

; Archie Humlgg,«t‘ulcphunud
. and sai 8 very much

worried about the Deolaratlion of
Independence and the Constitution.
He has taken space at Fort Enox

for things of this kind and has made
up his mind that it is about time

to ship them, as there 1s no building
in Washington which 1s safe.

He is willing to take the
responsibility for this action but
thought if you saw any reason why
this metion should not be taken,
would you lest him know.

a.

Memo: The Presldent asked me to
talephone Archie MeclLelsh and suggest
that he take this up with the Attorney
General and if he approved it was all
right to go ahead.

L
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

February 1, 1943

MEMOKANDUM FOR
HON. HARRY L. HOPKINS

To read and return for

ny files.

F. D. R.

Enclosure

Let to the P - unuated - thuniking
for the book given him by the P. at
Christmas time and appending poem
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

o
February 4, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. ARCUIBALD MacLEIBH

I think your plan in regard
to the femous document is ex-
cellent. May I suggest thot it

. be exhibited, under careful twenty-
four hour guard, in the Botunda
at the foot of the statue itselr
in the Jefferson Memorial; being
removed each night to your strong
room in the Library?

F. v. R.




THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON

E... February 3, 1943

My dear Mr. President:

Knowing your keen and continuing interest in the travels of
the Declaration of Independence, I think you would want me to report
to you on my plans for thet document. It is now, as you lmow, at
Fort Knox, but since it is the greatest and most precious part of the
inheritance of Mr. Jefferson, it has seemed to me that it should be
brought back to Washington for the Bicentennial celebration. What we
propose to do 1s to return it in the bronze sealed case in which it
(together with the Constitution) was shipped out, bringing it back
under guard, and exhibiting it under 24 hour guard for, perhaps, six
or seven days, Just before and just after the 13th of April. There
is, of course, a certain risk in moving it, but the risk seems to me
to be more than counter-balanced by the value of having it here on

that m-

If, of course, you feel the project is unwise, I shall be
very happy to accept your judgment. On the other hand, the decisicn
to ring'it, if it does come, will, of course, be my decisionm,and
the responsibility will, therefore, be mine. In other words, I am
reporting the plan to you not to escape any part of the responsibility
involved, but merely because I think you would wish to lmow what T
have in mind end to express your views if care to do so.

Mways,
!'I.'l.ﬂ!.full! youra,
!i‘:hm MacLeish
The President The Libtrarian of Congress

The White House
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THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON

e o February 12, 1943

Dear Mr. President:

Thenk you for your note about the exhibition of
the Declaration at the Jefferson Shrine.

I heve written Stuart Gibboney, asking him for
his ideas as to the kind of exhibition cese wnich would harmonize
with the Memorial while at the same time giving the security
against air, cranks, eand enthusiastics which we must nave. I
heve also written the Secretary of the Navy, asking if & Marine
guard can be supplied. I hope this last meets with your approvel.

If & strong room cen be found in the Memorial where
the document can be left at night, it would relieve us of the nec-
essity of transporting it twice a day from the Memorial to the Li-
brary and back. I am trying to secure information about this from
Nr. Gibmﬁri

We plan to heve at the Library e number of exhibits
illustrating the warious espects of Jefferson's life, end we plan
elso to have & small centrel exhibit indicating the development
of the Decleration itself. This last exhibit will be built around
Jefferson's own draft which we have. We plan to exhibit this dreft
on the desk (which the Netionzl Museun hes) on which Jefferson
wrote it. The draft, which is almost es gEreat & tressure es the
engrossed copy itself, should also be exhibited, it seeme to me,
under guard, end I em asking the Secretary of the Navy for help
in thet regerd slso. I should dislike, under wertime conditions,
to exhibit 1t without sdequate respect £s well as the most complete
security. Again I hope you will not disepprove of my request to
Colonel Knox.

Feithfully yours,
The President

The White House IV
Arehibeld Mecleish
The Librarien of Congress
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March 4, 1943
REXINDER FOR MHM :

To talk %o the President about the
"pAmerican Index of Art",

Archie Macleish wants 1t for the
Library of Congress - it is a WPA thing - a lot
of furniture - General Fleming says 1t 1s OK
with him,

It 1s now on exhibit in the Metro-
politan Museum in MNew York and they would llike
to keep it until after the war - it Lie beling sent
around all over the country with no exnpense to WPA,

The matter first came un while the
President was in Casablanca cnd General Fleming says
you told him not to glve 1t away until you had a
chance to talk to the President about 1it.

TOI




it

B

it 1s very vague. Uo you realize that there
is no definitive (I hate the word) short history
of any of our past wars -- a one volume or two
volume his There are dozens of short and
biased histories written immedlately after each
war -- none of them in pangntlu. Later, there
have come forth techniecal studies and a flood of

blographlies,
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. Sam Morrison 1s, as you know, visiting
Aifferent theatres of the war and has written
some excellent monographs on the basis of whioh

a good naval history of this war will be posaible
in a few years, As far as I know, no one is doing
thnmnn&ormmmnlnr. for the
duction processes, or the administrative end of
thinpgs,

All of this 1s much needed. I wish you would
think 1t over, Possibly, you could head up a small
committee of not more than half a dozen people, who
would aift the current material put 1t in mono-
m?hfonamtmnthﬂudﬂniumﬁmﬂuﬂimn
would come along after the war and put 1t together,

Ve are collecting and putting away in the files
millions of feet of records., Ue ought to begin to
6ift them now., It is my peneral thought, too, that
we cught not to = there, but that we ought alse
to capture or reocap the publiec pulse as 1t
throbs from day to day -- the effeot on the 1ives
of different 8 of eltizens — the processes of
propaganda --— parts played by the newspaper
emperors, eto., eto,

Think 1t all over. It is war work of most
decided value. It 1s not dry history or the cata-

loging of books and papers and reports., It 1s
trying to capture a great dream before 1t dles.

As ever yours,

Honorable Archibald !acleish,
Librarian of Congress,
Washingston, D, C,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. ARCHIBALD MaoLEISH



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

thinking is that it might be possible to
have the whole collection of American
Juveniles owned by the Library of Congress
moved to some other place -- for example,
Indianapolis, the home of the Hoosier.

8o also, how would it do to put all

Library's collection of American
cals from before the Revolution

o to 1850 or 1860 in a separate place --
for Harrisburg, Pennsylvania?
All m'nuu nqu.tf'a a tremendous
study of facilities but it would be a
mental stimulant to go to some distant

I feel the same m.nmt- paintings,
engravings, and many r things which
ought to be preserved for future generations

Probably no expert will agree with

me -- but tham I never claim to be an
expertc. T.'.Ij__-\,-\,

iy Teleiie
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WASHINGTON

June 23, 1943
eye
files
to
ohn
Colle
at
Book
It will interest the Fresident,

in & long, long tims.
if be ever has time to read so long & paper, for its ocon-

But it will also, perhaps, interest him acutely

from the "weather eye" point of view.

.-nu wmm
w nmum m 27§
R HIL

tents.

Faithfully yours,
Archibeld MacLeish

t

LD
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4 June 4, 1843
JREPORT OF LAWRENCE C, WROTH, CONSULTANT, RARE ROOK COLLECTION, TO
ARCEIPALD MACLEISH, LI®RARIAN OF CONGRESS

The question of long=term aoquisition poliay for the Rare Rook Colleotion camnot
be determined until we have satisfied ourselves fully as to what the Collection is
&nd what its potentiaslities are as indicated by its present services, 1 address my-
8elf at onoe to that end when I suggest that avery category of knowledge in the
entire Library is repressnted in the Rare RBook Collmction, theoretical ly by the
earliest, most intersstine, or finest editions of the books in sach of thoses many
fialdas of knowledge, "i‘hiu Collection, therefore, is not a thing set apart as 13 a
segregation of mrnl;r "fine books™ like the Spencer Collaction in the New York Publis
Library, or books representing sore single subject, as for examle the history and
technique of tyvograshy by the ning Collection in the Newbarry Library of Chiscago,
Tts senarate items are not exhibits or snecimens, though many of them add that
characteristie of disnlay interest to the other interests they possess.

They are, on the contrary, integrated with evary other book in the Library
and integrated with the Library's deenest purnose of maintaining a vast source of
materials for studies of every element and every phase of 1ife, Broause its volumes
-An 80 =any instances are irrecluceable they are of a value beyond money, and require
segregation and speaial protection; because of the nature of their contents or their
special i-mortance in the history of texts, that is, their bibliocgraphical imortanas,
they require & different kind of oataloguing and olassification if they are to be
used by students to the fullest advantaze.

An examination of the ocall slips of the Collection for & neriod of thres months
revealed to me that demands had been made umon it for books renresentine a grreat

many deoartments of knowledge. The most persistent demands seemed to be in these

departmentss
Americana and state history donieclogy and egonowica
Early sclence Genealogy
Rooks illuatrating the devalopment "axican and Mavan

of orinting

Christian Seimnce (for a inecial and Confadarate
temporary reason)



—— i e -~ e e e L

s e
Enplish literature Mormon
Amarican literature Maprio
Religion and philosoohy Canada
Incunabula Bibliography

Anocient history : :

i f

Consideration of this list leads to the conclusion that the work of the Hare
Book Collection is sirply an extension of the work of the severa] refersnce sections
of the whole library. It s a salected peneral collection nerfor~ing a snecial servine
in a rreat genersl library. But it is not merely a guestion of its hawvine removed,
through its ereation, lngrt..in ¥ind of u.irvice from ti rain reading room ko a gnesiml
readin. room, for because of “his seprecatlcon and conereration of the frest in each
fieid in the general library & new entity hes ecme irto bedne, & new scholarly library
its Leen formed within & 1ibrary, That 1ibrary wust be nurtured by additiome i i%
is not Lo besome sively & collectior of bonks in sneciel storape, Thix is an oblirmtion
the Fare Book Col.lection assuwad the =mgmap® it was formed, With its elrss=un 8incle
view of the Librarv's nossessions in the field of books sijnificant in the history of
rulture, it is better able to develon thoee nossessions than if that duty were diwvided
arong many divisions, Tts mbility to do #o becores its oblisaticon,

Several neonle have said to mn‘thlt the Tihrary of Congress will never be able
to ettein hivh rank emonr the sreat secholerly l1ibreries, Thev eay that in too many
subjeets it lueks comleteness or even good representationiand that it is too late
to securs the irmortent sarly books in these subisets, They suzrest,rorecver, that
it is not the center of a secholarly commnity and that its function is not thet of
& creat seholaplv 1ibrary, They surrest that it build %o its strength in Americana
Bni let the other suhiests po by the boerd., T believe that all these conceptions,

general and nartisular, are falss, Thore who sev that it will never rank as a scholarly

librery with the Fritish Vuseum, Harvard,and the New York Puhlie Tibrary, for erarmle,




are ‘ignorant of its oontents, ignorant of the feet thet it is already & great scholarly
Iil'hrlnr with reoresentaticn in most fielda--sunerb in some, uneven in othars——serving
the whole country, and tha: Washington is the smoctuml geograchical center of & sestion
that extends from Pennsylvania to the Gulf and from the Atlantic to the Mesissiped,
The idea that it is too late to enlarge and integrate its collections is based upon
imorence of the history of book cellecting, Tt ignores the fact that books are a
fluid comrodity, cordng in dod out of t.h-_- rarket al-nst with regularity of the tides,
that in the centuries of life before the Library of Congress innurerable opoortunities
for vurchase and for acquisitiom by gift will ococur, that, in brisf, 4t is never too
late to begin. Such & gift as that of the Rosemwald collection, following & few

years after the purchase of the Vollbehr collection and the acquisition by lepmey of

the Thacher collection answers speeifically thet objeetion, Upon the broad represen-

tative bese of the Vollbehr and Thacher colleotions has been nlaced through this pift

a srall number of books individually imnortant which rakes the Library of Conrress

ineunabula & sollection of high distinetion.

Let us have the courage of our clichda--it is never too late to begin., If Mr,

Funtington had felt that with the John Carter Frown and Lenor collections of Americans
elready in existence, with the Bodleian, British Museur, Harvard, and Yale English
literatura in eristence, it was too late to collsct Americana and English literature,
this sountry would lack today a notabla institution. If Wr, B‘u‘lg-r had felt that

8ll was lost becsuse 'r, Huntington and Mr. Marsden Parry went in for Shakesoearesana,

adother distinguished library would never have come into being. If we have sonvietion

of the imortance of what we are doing, faith, persistence, and patience, the Library

of Coneress colleation will benore one of the great ones, Our job at this time is

to affirm this convietion so strongly, and to make our clans so definitely that the

factor of persistence in colleoting will be established. Pursued even one year this

nrooedurs will makes a diff'srsnee in the interesst and value of the collesetionj pureued

twanty-five years it will change the face of the collection. In the natural eourse
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of thinrs we can look for-ard to rany eenturies of vigorous 1ife,

The idea that the Library of Congrees should confire itself, or largely nonﬂn;
itself, to American history and litersture hes been influenced sormewhat by the
assurntion that because it lucks & Colu~bus letter its Arericana is inconsiderable.
Aut its collections ar¢ not inconsidersble. It has, to berin with, the Everstt
fodex of the Culurhps_ Fook of Privilepes, the Trevisano manuserint, and a uriﬂttd‘ 3
cooy of the Bull of Demarcation and a Vespuoci narretive. It should have the Colurbus
letter and rany other early books of the Harrisse B, A, ¥V, group, and T haven't the
slightest doubt that one day it will have them, In the vast few weeks, for exammle,
it has scquired the Vespucci narrative, the Varthera Ttineraric of 1520, and a
beautiful Agnese vortolan atlas, ‘'eantime in eighteenth-century Arericena it is right
in the elass with the New York Publie Library and the John Carter Brown. In ord-r
to maintain this vesition it must continue to edd books of American interest,but thet
does not mean it mst maintein so great a degree of concentreticn in this field that
it will becore & specisl Americana library ratier than the general library deranded
by its elientele of ‘l"l'l'i!d interessts. Those who work in the reference depart-ents of
the Librery know the bresdth «f the interssts of that eslientele. And T repeat, the
Rare Hook Collection 18 but mn extenmsion of the interests of these other departments
of the Library,

This brings me to the noint of saving in sleboration of what T have fust written,
thet I think the Rare Book Collection should "major", if T ray borrow that acaderie
term, in Americana. Subject to correotion, I would say that fifty per gent of its
acquiritions should be in thet field directed by the deliberate effort to build up the
rost- and ante-wighteenth-century collections. Nobody hes yet concentrated unon the
whole American field of the veriod 1800-1860, & neriod marked by several wars, by the
rise of parties, by enormous agquisition of territorv, by the rise of hirher education,
the industrial revolution, the labor moverent, abolition, states rights, and the many

movements and events that form the basis of our present conditien and underlie our



problems,

In "majoring® in Americane, we should be thinking of the history of Ameriea
a8 an element of the higheat importance in the history of ideas, and ;f the national
library of the United states as the natural custodian of the souroes relationg to
that particuler smction of the history of ideas. Ultimately the Rare Book Colleotion
is & repository of soureces for the history of 1deas, the 1deas of a1l lands and
perieds, which have oreated the structure we call modern civilization and which are

still 4n nrocess of development ,

If we should determina the erut::::: Collection noliny to be, broadly, the
devoting of fifty ner cent of its ssguisitsows to Americana down to 1860, the question
arises as to the disnosition of the remainder, My answer s +q ermloy apain the term
"history of ideas™, to translate this into the aol) eoting of books of significanns
(frequently they will be oheap books), in the development of literature and the fine
arts, sclence, aconordcs, nalitics, and industry,

In an address I made at the Pieroont “organ Library at the opening of its
aalebration in homor of the BOUth anniversary of orinting, I erphasized the dArmportanoe
of the subject matter of the books of the fifteenth eentury, The new invention Fave
the opoortunity for putting unon permanent record the four creat oultural streams
which wera runnin; side by side at that time and which converged tirough the motivities
of the press to form the foundation of our medern eulture, These streams were the
antique, newly revived, the chrtatil:'l, the mimliﬂu. and the new pooular literature
in the vernscular. It 4s this fuct and not the tyne fuces emnloyed, fascinating
though the subject of types and printing history may be, that makes incunsbula am
irportant class of books for & great library to collest, The Library of Congress
through the Thacher, Vellbehr, and Rosemwald colleetions has now a distinguished
collection of books that form the foundation of moderm culturs, books of the highest
signifioance in the history of those ideas by which we liwve, But what is & good

foundation without an mpprooriate supsrstructurs? T should 1ike to see the scientific



pronings of the ore-fifteenth eentury scholars embodied in the inounabula alreedy
in the Library of Congress carried through by the later publieations of Arian,
Copernious, Gerrm Frisius, Harvey, and all those sager lesser writers of the six=
teenth and seventeenth centuries, I should like to see the orogression of books
through which alchery became chemistry and astrology teek on the respectability

of astronomy. In other fields, in constitutional history, for sxamnle, I should
1ike to mes the line of deseent by whieh our Conrressional distriet system, to pame
a single instance, oomes from the defiance of Pope John XXIT by Marsiglio of Padua.
1 should 1ike to be able te ~race the elements which pive us those two admirable
but diverse types of mind, the Protestant and the Catholie. This 18 lllﬂﬂlltlf.'l’-

It speaks for itself. And yst I have been renroached for savine in exnosition

of this program that T wanted to see the Tibrarv of Congrmss go in for books of
sirteenth-century science. It is inconeceivable, I said in renlv to that reoroach,
that the naticnal library of the United states should go to the end of time without
a Comernicus, De Revolutionibus, in its first edition of 1543, the book that changed

the
man's concention of hi=self in relation to God and the universe. And if Conernicus book.

why naturally with it should be sunnorting books of the neried, and books in which

is found the later develonment of its sub‘ect. But when T po* this fer in =y
suprestion of & Library of Conrress noliey, I was taken snarply to tagk by reore-
sentntives of ome yreat library who said that our intrusion into & field in which
they were intsrested would brinr un the nrice of books in that field and hamoer

their colleetine, There is soretnine in tris, but how ruch? And if we stayed out
of that field, how rahy =ors would we be asked to stay out of? Why shouldn't the
John Carter Brown, the fls-snts, and the *untin~ton obieet to the Library of Congr=ss
soecializine in A=ericana? .hy shonldn't Brown Imiversity obiset to the Litrary of
fonrress buving bocks of A-sriean poetry? Or Vale to books of aighteenth=-century

tneslish 1itersture, or Texas to Tatin-A~erioan books and so on wntil the "ibrery

of Tonrrerss had effectually been excluded frov most of the {-mortant fielda?

oy
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iWhen I wa: last hers some oftisials of the Library of Congress expressed 1ndlgnl£iqn
at Prineeton for purchasing a collection of paners that seemed aporopriate to the
Library of Conrress. When T was last at Harvard, so-e officials there ware indignant
at another Americen library for purchasing an eerl ¥ romance which was lacking from
the Harvard oulltntiﬁn. ihat is the manswer? Tt seems to me to lie sorewhere betwaen
the striot allocation of fie=l7 s, which we have BEramd ﬁpon for qﬂdnrn books, and
thoughtless corpetition in the austion raonm for upedirié.ttnnu mmown ko be wanted

by another instibtution. Tt should he a flexibla noliey, animatad by road will and
good manners, Competition in itself is good. It has made the great libraries

what they are. Is it not oroser that the fare Hook Collection of the Litrary of
Congress should announce its interssts as universal with snecial emmhasis unon

the sourae=s of American sivilization?

Thers must be eonsidered lines of devalonrent within the Collsction apart from

its mequisition poliay.

The search of the stacks for books that should be given the sneecial nroteation
of the Rars Book Gollection has been cerried out wery well indeed, but it was a

preliminary search only, and confined %o bonks of a certain type or an obvious money

value, and onee done it hes not bern ~aintained, It should be continuous and should

berin at once befor= further wear and tear take nlace. The basis of selection should
be significance rather :t'.hln arbitrury date, olass, or money value, Vitality ia
obtained only through the maintenance of significance as the criterion. Fksteen for
subject matter or for the place of the particular book in the history of thouzht

or action ia what underliss bibliorania in ite mors important manifestations. An
admirabl » nollectinn of marly sditions of Grotius wos left in the stacks, Two sonlas

of one of tha works of John Fiske are in the stacka but none in the Rars Book Collestion,
The .Tohn Fiska book is probably not worth more than five dollars, but it is & book

siznificant in the history of American ideus and futura generations will exnsct to



find & conv of its first sdition earafully nreserved, Thers should be made alsg

& snecifin search of the stacks for Averisan historv and literatura of the neriod
180 to 1867, withdraving from the=s the fundamertal soures matsrialas relating to
the Louisiana Purchasze, the anr of 1812, the develonment of the Northwest Territory
and the Territors Sauth of the Ohio, the land develonment @o-manies, the riss of
the stsarboat and railroad, the 'exican sar, anl the Anti-slavery =ovemsnt, ‘unr
of these tonies have not yet attracted snecial col ectors, and the Viterature on
them is not thoucht of as rich in "rare book", but their irmortance for the future
historian harfly admits of arrument. Ko surator of the collesotion can be exnectad
to know the siemificant books of awysryv Pield, bu- the Library of Congre=ss Fallows
in various subieots should know what is i-mortant in the aarly historv of their
subiects, T have already suzgested that one of their dukies should be the sorbing
of the stacks for significant iters to be considered by the Rare Rook Collection
curgtor for transfer o his shelwes, Annbher mrossdure wonld he the cheokine of
the Tndaves to the “nrlizh and Amerioan Book Prices Current, vaying not too rush
attention to the nrices, but assuming that the pregence of & book in one of those
Indexes automatical ly would cause it to be considered, at least, as material for
the Bare Book Collectionm. I feel sure that many books would be rescued from the
stacks through this nrocedure.

Ther= #will arise the question of space in the stacks of the Rare Book Collestion.
Thers are two answers to that. One is the removal of certain books already there
through & careful reconsideration of thelr pertinency. Most de luxe editions in
sets nould be removed and sither returned to the stacks or nlacel in some ourcatorial
state under terms of restricted use. The second orocedure is to adont an adrirable
sucgestion made by Mr. Houghton in & report to the Librarian--the erection of locked
and ventilated wall casas in the reading room of the Colleotion--one sat of them

to hold the rare refsrence books now im its stacks, another to hold a perwanent

sollection of books of unususl distinetion in several olasses, prern;nhly books



familiar by title to the average ,ﬂ.i,“r: This device would relieve congestion inm
- hr.. Book stacks, would make quickly- available certain refarsmee books, would

keep in place & sort of permanent exhibition, and would give atmosohers to the

room itself. Jome day, doubtless, some other snmos will be found for the miorofilm
readesrs .

Mr. Houzhton also supgested the sdontian of measures whioh would result in
miking the Colleotion a olearing house for sollestors' information. In this somneation
the Collection might have a speoial catalogue of bibliogranhies. One of 2.p-rlm1
frustrations in my 1ife of the PASt twenty years has been my inability to intersst
Any organization in the formation of & union bibliogranhy of Amerioan bibliogranhies.
The John Carter HSrown wenmt 80 far us to make & dunlicate set of all its Ameriean
bibliograohy ocards, hoping it would be used as the basis of a union bibliogranhy by
author and subjezt, But no supnort has been found for that nroject. The creation
of such m eatalosue by the Rare Book Collection would be & servics frequestly in
demand onoe its usefulness was known to scholars.

Another tool for its own use that soon would become useful tn others is the
oreation of what at the John Carter Brown we eall, for lack of another name, the
Biblicgranhical File. Every time wa write & latter conveying bibliorrachical
information mbout & given book, or receive a letter transmitting sueh information
to us we enter on A card devoted to that book a reference to the letter and its
whereabouts in our corresnondence file. Or, 4if we find an illuminating discussion
of that book in an artiocle or in a soecial bibliography we make an apnronriate motation
on that card. This savms us from going over the same ground szein and again. 4t is
surorising how often we have letters of inguiry about & book which we have studied
and orovided infor-ation sbout years ago,or how often we take down & book for our
own purnoses and find ourselves haunted by a vague rmocllection of having solved some

of the problams connested with it at sone time in the past, The advantage of this
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file is obvious and ite formation, proceeding as part of the daily routine, would

not be laborious,

An ocoasional publication by the Collection is reco'mendel as an indication

to bookmen of its vitality. Such a publication could be in the form of & brief

bibliogranhy, & tool, & renriat, with introduction, of one of its rarities, or an

artiole on a spesifie book or collection, or simnly news of the Rare Book Collection,
This nesd not necessarily be written by one of the staff, but it should be oassed
unon, spproved, and edited, in the larger sense, by the staff, and apnear as its

nublieation.
The staff of the Rare Book follection should be encoursged to orepare nApers
for the Bibliographical Sooisty of Americs, the 8ibliogranhisal Society, and other

learned societiss, I was greatly impressed by !r. Hourhton's suggestion that the

Rare Book Collection should becore the fraquent host of meetings of bookmen's
orranizations, offerine the hospitality of its rooms to mectings of the Club of

0Odd Volunmes, the Grolier, the Pnilobiblon, end other alubs in other gitinl. as wall

as to the Bibliograohisal Soc' ety of Ameriea and similar learned socisties, Perhaos
the diffisultiss of travel in wartime compel postnonement of that idea for the
present, but in normal times such meetings under Librerv of Coneress ausnices gould
be made memorable to thoss attending them and valuable to the Rare Book Collsectiom.

The nroblem of the "fronti=rs" would be most si-nly solved by the transfer

Rare Book
to the Somocis "rllestion of all books repurded as of suffieient sirnificance

and value to justify it, but there is a consideration which seems to make that
oroaedurs inadvisable, Thet consideration is the incentive the possession and
availability of books of this character giut.:;:r:}.ﬂlim to orocure and EKE®
use oft in their work the best in their respective fielde. In other words here

ante® the human element of nride of possession and the intellectual satisfaotion
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that comes from emlarging and integratinz materials which are the basis of eolleoting.
This incentiva certainly has proved itself of the utmost value in the oase, let us
say, of the Library of Gongﬁu Yap Division.

There is an alternative that may be sfrective in the cas= of an institutiom
designed, as the Library of Congress is, to last forever. It is to allow the
divisions concerned to retain their books but to ask then to supoly for the Rare
Book Colleotion catalogue and shelf-list sards reoresenting the books of which it
is & question, and to mark all books so desirnated as demanding svecial care within
their divisions--special care in eataloguing, in use and eiroulation, in binding
maintenance, and in periodieal binding removation. The divisions should be made
aware and frequeatly reminded of the hosnitable mature of the Rare Book Collection,
its willingness to accent from time to time books and grouns of books which the
other divisions wish voluntarily to olace in its safeguard, retaining title through
their own catalogues and shelf-lists, The advantages of 8uch segregation will
become more and more apnarent to the other divisions as with the years they becoms
crowded for space and less able to give rarities the sort aof shelving and care

they deserve.

%
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WASHINGTON

tiey WL TE HUUSE
hl"‘ Bh!l“"a July 23, 1943

JECEIVED
Dear Mr. Presidenta

You may not be an expert on rare books - though I should
hate to argue the affirmetive of that proposition in public debate-
but your suggestion about regional depositories for specific collec-
tions of importunt materisl is more interesting than eny the profes-
sionel librariens (God bless theml) have yet produced. You don't need
to have prophetic vision to see that the Librery of Congress Annex
will be filled to overflowing within & very few years, and that the
guestion will then erise whether we went to build another white barn
on top of Cepitol Hill, or whether we will try to sclve the problem
otherwiee. No one, so far as I know, had ever before thought of solv-
ing it along the lines you suggest. I can see that the administrative
difficulties might be considerable, but there would certainly be ad-
venteges, and the adventages might well outweigh the difficulties. (ne
adventege would be to make particular regiond of the country conscious
of the importance of their particulsr contributions to Americen letters.
Another might be en increesing interest in the Library emong Congress-
men. Of course, thie last is merely incidentall

Whatever the ultimate fate of your suggestlon, your memo- |
randum has elready done one thing of inestimable welue. It has filled
the hearts of a number of your most devoted troopers in the Library of
Congress with awe mnd admiration. That the President of the United
Stetes should take time in the middle of a war to read & lesrned memo-
randum on the rare book colleetion end to develop & proposal for the
future of that collection, has givem them a sense of the lmportance of
thelr own work which nothing else on earth could have provided. For
that, you have the renewed thanks of

Youre alwaye falthfully,

Arohibald MacLelsh
The Preslident
The White House
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 9, 1945.

abadialiUUG FoR

wliHial whioUin i

I want to see ileCloy about the
24th or 25th. Also have MacLelsh in

at the same time.
¥.D.H.

ﬂ. In early August you told me you wished
3 o see Assistant Secretary of War, McCloy,
Archibald MacLeish, re correspondence from
th of them on the :uﬁject of MacLeish taking
over an historical project in connection with
what the War and Navy Departments were doing in
| relation to history of the war.
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WAR DEPARTMENT -

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WABHINGTOMN, D. €,

July 30, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

At the beginning of the month Archie MacLeish sent a
letter to the President in which he spelled out his thoughts on
his taking over & historical project, ae well as glving a sort of
general report on what the War end Navy Departments were doing in
relation te the history of the war,

Some time ago under the authority of the Secretary of
Wer I appointed an advipory committee composed of Baxter of Williams,
Commager of Columbla, and Herring of Harvard, end cne or iwo
others to look over the War Department's Historlcal Seotion and
to make gemeral recommendations as to what should be dome to
improve our historlesl coverage. I told the committee that we
wanted to gcover several thimge: first, to ereet a good system for
the pressrvatlon of recordsj second, to get up-to-date monographs
thet would be primerily useful as current informatlon for the Army
end the Staff Schools, and perhaps useful for publisationj third,
& good popular history of the war to be published as quickly
aftar the close of the hostilities as possible; and fourth, to
prepars material for the se-celled authoritative history of the war
which would be a detailed sccount of ell the operations mnd
setivities of the War Department in relation to the war.

The committee made & report, which is a very good one,
and I enclose & copy in the event that the President might want to
glence through it. As B result of the recemmendations of the
commlttes and our own thinking, we are setting up a subdivision
of the Steff, under a young Army officer named Kemper who has had
& historiecel baskground, and in which we will also heve & elvilian
adviser. The details of its organization I need not go into here,
but we expect to draw on some very good historians and writers.
Several names have been suggested for the head of the divisiem
and the commlttee recommended Herry Pringle. There has been soms
question as to his suitability, snd the matter hes not been
finally determined.

Archie MacLeish would like to go out to one of the
ssotors and write up ome of our operatlons, and I think we would
be vary glad to have him do this. I gather from what he tells me



that he would not want to undertake the mejor job.

There has been a tremendous amount of interest im the
project and already much work has been done.

The President,in a memorandum to me which enclosed
Archie MacLeish's correspondence with him, directed me to read
it and to speak to him about it. I am prepared at any time of
course to come over at the President's convenience.

JOHN I, LOY
Assistant Secretary of War



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIAL
July 14, 1943.

UEMORANDUM FOR
JACK MeCLOY

T0 READ AND SPEAK TO ME

ABQUT.



THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON

July 3, 1943

Dear Mr. President:

The attached is a report, which starts out to
be brief but ends up in the other direction, on the history-
of -the-war problem. If you find time to read it, you will
note that I seem to be arguing myself out of a job. Actually,
however, that is not the case, because I think I see a job
in this field I could do. Why not let me give myself leave-
of-absence for six months, or nine months, to go out and do
one of the campaign histories the Army (as you will note from
my report) is now planning. The Army, I think, would like to
have me tackle one of those jobe and - although no Sam
Morison - I think I could handle it. Would you think I was
running out on my duties here - any duties you might want me
to do for you - if I got myself shipped to a point where I
could really do something about a part, at least, of this war?

I feel guilty about troubling you with my private
heartaches - God knows you have to hear enough of that sort
of thing - but I would be grateful if you would let me know
how you feel about 1t when you can.

Felthfully yours,

cl
Enclosure P



" THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS

WASHINOTON

July 3, 1943

Dear Mr. Presidsnt:

In your letter of Jume 9, you aaked
the queation of preperations for the

war. You suggested that perhaps I might
of perhaps a half dosen people to sift the ocurrent materisl, put
it in monograph form, and trust the Lord to

Morisan.

I have made a few disereet inguiries to try to get
at the present situation ms regards a history
historiens of the war. Brilefly, what 1

t thd
The two Services seem to be falrly well on the ball.

8
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secret until a year or two after the end of the war, ONI prepares

sesoret monographs on various Naval actions covering mors detailed
and more speculative materisl than Sem finds useful. In addition,
the Navy bas appeinted Dr. Hobert B. Alblon to arrange for record-
ing its adminiptrative experience. Furthermore, the libraries of
the wvarious bureaus are engaged in scoumilating and arranging docu-
mente which will show the history of each burean in the war. It

is spparently the Navy's plen simply to turn this record material
aver to the Archives after the war, though the Bureau of Ordnance
has appolnted an officer to assimilate these records and write a

history of the Bureeu based on them.

The Army is behind the Navy in point of time, but
is, p-rhn,p;,mdinf-h-mp-hmlimu of its plans. Jack
MoCloy set up an Advisory Committes on the History of World War
IIonhrH, with Jim Baxter, President of Williams, as Chairman.
are three Service and three olvilian members. At that time
Army had extensive plans for administrative histories of the
ir Forces, the Army Ground Forces, and the Army Service Forces,

oA



but no plan for & history of the General Staff, for histories of
the theetres, or for cperationsl monographs like the combat narre-
tives put out by Lisutenant Commander Simon's boys in ONI.

The Advisory Committee has now filed a preliminary re-
port recommending the establishment of an historlesl branch under
the jurisdiction of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, which will
go efter the operaticnal monographs end fuller treatments of the
theatres and campaigns. In addition, they are shooting at a good,
brief history, like the one they understand Sam to be working om
rnrt.h-hvzz gather from Sam that he is not working onm & single
history but the history of separate actions). Also, they would
like to see & fuller comprehensive history, something like those
turned out by the British, Germans, mnd French after World War I.
énd, finally, they would like to select documents for possible pub-
lication in & documentary series. So far, the plan is purely e plen,
though Gemeral MscArthur slready has an historicsl officer, mnd
General Elsenhower cabled lsst week to ask for cme with two essist-
ante. General Spaate is algo in the market.

I would sum up the Service situation, so far as I know
about 1t, in this way: if the Army oan get cut from under the dead
hand of Seeretary Baker's no-history policy and earry out the plans
of its Advisory Committee, and if Sem will undertake a genersl history
immedistely after the war, based on his special accounte and on the
actldn monographs, we ought to get dbsolutely whet you want.

G0 far asp the civil depertments and agencles ere con-
cerned, the picture i spotty. A8 you kmow, Herold Smith has & Com-
mittes on Records of War Administration under Pendleton Herring of
Harvard. Thie Committee hae been very tactful in its approach
to the departments and Mas, thus far, avoided any such synthetie up-
roer as the unspeskable Ciesy would put on, if she thought this Ad-
ministration or ite agencies were prepering to tell their story over
her head to the people of the United States. The Committee has
merely ssked the major war agencies to cooperate in maintaining
adequate records comcerning administrative problems and developments.
Something better than twenty of these sgencies have now appointed
historical officers, and in two ceses, Lend-Lease and Agriculture,

& great deal hap been done. Other agenclies, like WPB, have made



plans but have taken no mection, and other agenciles have dons noth-
ing. There are, of course, risks in issuing specific orders to the
departments and agencles to take certain steps, but since the other
method has been in operation sinmee March 1942, it would look as
though the risks had to be taken.

My notion, for whatever it may be worth, would be this:
Harold Smith, seting under your authority, should instruct each of
the agencles to take steps at onoe to do the following things: (1)
make a gelectlon of the principal documents establishing the agency,
or defining ite war-time work, together with all other documents, the
atudy of which would be necessary to an understanding of its purposes,
functions, growth, changes, mccomplishments, fallures, interdepart-
mental relations, relations ocutside the government, ete. ete; (2)
prepare & bibliography of all additional records of the agenoy, the
study of which might amplify the understanding gained by recourse to
the essentinl documents of the firat group; (3) collect, and index
80 far as possible, all newspaper and magasine clippings, etc. whether
favorable or unfavorable, honest or dishonest, relating to the acti-
vities of the agency; {.&5 prepard its omn account, based on the doou-
ments, records, ete., of ite 1life and doings.

I should like to say & word about two of these proposala:
(1) The index of all records, is, I am quite aware, impossible of
achievement in a large agenoy. My experience here at the Library
has taught me that it is quite literally impossible, with any fore-
seeable amount of manpower, to subject the huge mass of records turned
out by modern agencies to index or catalog control. At the same time,
something can be done, and gomething is almost a thousand peroent
better than nothipg in this fleld. Also, you can do more as you go
elong than you can when the mountain of paper has been accumalated.
(2) The running account, proposed as No. 4, ought to be, as I see it,
& pretiy formal, fmotual, and objective dooument which would make
no attempt to provide a full-bodied history. Autoglographies are
always suspect, and the autoblography of an institution is no exception.
The accounts I have in mind would simply be additional records - an
additional form of record keeping. Ome way to put records together is
to index them, another way is to seleet out the most important, and a
third way is to provide a running sccount of their content and meaning,
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All thie has to do, bowever, with-the keeping and organi-
sation of the records of the eivll govermment during tha war. It
dossn't give us the honest, resdable history you want. BSomehow and
someway we will have to translate these selected documents, biblio-
graphies, newspaper clippings, and running sccounte into living,
organic, understandable history. And right thers I think we run into
our prineipal diffieculty. The Armed Services cen provide their owm
historians without much of a sguawk from anyone - at least while ths
war is going on. But let the oivil administration attempt to tell
its story to the people, particularly with an elestion in the offing,and
there will be a yell which may drown out the still small voles of
history. I am inolined to think that we can't hire a Sam Morison for
the elvil Job, even if we could find one. I em inclined to think that
all we can do on the oivil end is to try to arrange to have the racord
material, as it takes shape, mades availsble to an honest and disinter-
ested historian - such, say, as Arthur Schlesinger - who balisves
that the people have a right to know the true history of thelr govern-
mant's activities on their beshalf.

I am not sure that I see how to do 1%, though I think one
of the learned Foun ,might be willing to give & hand and per-
haps to serve as a between public records and private
scholarly enterprise. The whole problem is, however, exceptionally
difficult and fraught, as they say in the commencement addresses, with
dengers. I think it is something to handle as we come up to it rather
than to attempt to plan in advance.

This mocount is elready far too long,and I won't extend
it, except to say that I am inolined to doubt whether a small committes,
with myself as chairman, such as you suggest, is really necessary.
I think the Army and Navy will run their own shows guite satisfactorily,
and T doubt that they would look with favor on civilian oversight. As
for the eivil end, I think the Bureau of the Budget is the idesl fulorum
by which to holst the civil departments and agencles. Heedless to
say, I am absolutely and always at your disposition, should you want
me to do anything about it.

Faithfully yours,
The President :
The White House
Archibald MacLeish



MEMORANDUM POR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR:
(Thrus The A, 0. of B., G=2)

Subject: Militery History of Becond
World .
I. Disoussion.
fory oommittes appointed on May £6 has held six
meotings, during which it had epportwmities to guestion Gesearal
Willoughby about histerisal records of the Southwest Peoific Theater,
Colonel North about materials for history im the files of OFD, Colonel
Lober and Major Willisss about the historioal program of the AAF, Major
Gresnfield about that of the AGF, and Major Millett sbout that of the
AEF. The committes visited the Historioal Bection of the Army War
Oollege, and the ONI whose first three combat narrstives seemed to us
admirable doouments for their purpose. Individual members of the com-
mittes have interviewsd the following, for suggesticns mas to objee-
tives, organisation, and personnel: Colomel Metoalf, the Historian ¥
of the Marine Corps; Mr. Ellary Bt. George Ssunders, British Author
of the Battle of Britain, Bomber Command, Coastal Command and Com-
bined 3 Or, . The Wbrarian of Congrems;
T3 Bohlesingsr of Harvard, President of the Ameriosn
Historical Assosiationy Dr. Guy Btanton Ford, the present Exsoutive
Bsoretary of that Asscolation; Dr. Comyers Read, his predecessor in
that office; Dr. Biward Meads Barle, of the Institute of Advenced
Study; and Professor Allan Nevins of Coliumbis University.

II. Comolusions.

. ars osrtain objectives which can and should be
undertaken st omos in addition to certain projests now under way.
There are still other cbjectives which have besn considered by the
committes and upon which reccsmendations will be made st n later dats.

2. That there should be established immedistely in the MID,
OGS, the necsssary branch to mchieve thess cbjectives. While this



organisation should be headed by a senior officer, there should be
also within it a ohief historian, who should be & civilian,

5. That, initially, the duties of the G=2 Historical Branch,
the Chief Historian, and the Advisory Committee should be as recam-
mendsd below,

4. That the recommendations sutmitted at this time should
be limited to matters general in nature or of immediate importanmce.
Additional recommendations and amplification of those submitted here-
in should be postponed pending the establishment of the Historical
Branch in G=Z, so that the views of the Branch Chief and Chief Historian
may be obtained.

III. Recommendations:
’ lowing ebjeotives be undertaken or contimued
in order of priority as listed:

B. tional Momo #1 These are to be narrative
socounts of M‘%Wﬁ%{m against the enemy. They
should cover operations - or parts of larger operations = lasting a
short period of time. While they should be as complete as practicable,
covering joint and combined participation where applicable, they should
be ready for publication withih six to eight months after the operatiom.
They would be written primarily for the officers of the Army to give
thmmntnrmimphdhmtnnlmufwﬁm
and future planning. Initislly, they would probably have to be clasii-
fied. TUntil the need for seocurity disappemred, they could not be re-
leased to the publie.

b. Theater or QME Histories: These are to be
narratives of larger opera such as rth African or the New
Guinea osmpaigns. They should embrace not only the material ccversd
in the cperational monograph, but all pertinent army activities and
the asctivity of all ocooperating forces. They should be addressed not
only to military students, but to the general public as well.

0. Administrative Histories: These should be continued
for the present as now planned, though the cammittee believes that
further consideration ghould be given to their scope and nature. After
further study, speoific reccmmendations will be submitted.

d. A General Popular History: The Committee believes
that a short (2 or § wolumes), ni!#i?& history for popular com-
sumption should be undertaken. The details of its preparation remain



to be worked out, but its desirability is apparemt. To giwve to
general public mn understanding of thas Army's part in
story must be presented in such & way as to be widely reasd.

s, An Officiml 1 Flans must be laid now so that
an authoritative tary hi be
written. l‘nﬂhlwrkﬂnﬂlrhmlmmth‘r but planning
for it and systematising the colleotion and preservation of the records
must be undertaken energetically without delay.

f. Publication of Doouments: This project should follow
the offieial history scmetime In the Iubture, but the same considerations
in regard to records hold, as outlined in s above.

2. That s Historical Eranch be sstablished in the MID, WDGE.

j
&
£
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additional wacancy in the grade of Brigadier General be set up for the
position.

b. That under the Branch Chief there be sstablished the
position of Chief Historimn to be cocupied by m oiviliarn, and that an
additional waoency im the grade of FP-8 be set up for the positiom.

o. That the A. C. of 8., 0-2, be authorised the additional
personnel, commissioned and civilian, whigh,in the judgment of the
A. C. of B., G=2, and of the Advisory Committee, wre necessary to per-
form the funotioms set forth in reccemendation 4 below.

8. That the functions of the Historieal Branch, G=2, be to
plan and supervise the compilation of the military history of the
Becond World War to include:

&, Responsibility for the preparation and publicatiom
of the objectives set forth in reccmmendation 1 above, mnd such other
objectives ns may be recomended and approved at later dates.

' bs The determination of methods, snd responsibility for
their sxecution, to be used for the mcoumulation of such documenmtary
evidence s will be nesded in ths compilation of an official histery
of the war.

o. The establislment in the warious theaters of the
nsoessary perscnnel and organisatien to mocomplish the ocollsction and
forwarding of the necessary historical dats and the preseription of
the methods, procedures, mnd levels at which the sompilation of his-
torieal data will take place.



d. The ooordinaticn and supervision of the warious
agenoion who are writing administrative and technical histeries of
thlnndlnﬂdhrtmuﬁn#thnﬂm‘rmwh-twhl
and commands, mluu;mmwmmmr

o. The determination of Mﬂ.m. duties, and re-
sponsibilities of the Historieal Beetion, Army War College.

s OComsultation with the Advisory Committes on matters
is smmerated in recommendation & below and such other matters aas
may be desirabls.

E- Final sditing snd approwel of all histerical mamu-
soripts prepared for publiestion by all agenciss of the War Department,

4. That, under the supervision of the Chief, Historioal Brameh,
the funotions of the Chief Historian (see Tab A) shall be

. To supervise and edit all the historieal work parformed
in the Historloal Bramah.

b Io ssscolatiom with the Chief of the Historical Branch
and the Advisory Committee to suggest and initiate apprepriste histori-
cal sotivities, advipe on persomnel, assign particuler duties, and
kesop in touch with all historioal motivities both in the theaters of

operation and st Washingten.

¢+ To undertake susch historieal writing as is in harmony
with his other duties.

d, To exercise gemeral supervision over the pressrvation
snd processing of the souroce materisl comnected with World War II.

b:. That the sdvisory committes, appointed by the Assistant
Bearetary of War, advise the Chief, Historieal Bramch, G=2, and the
Chief Historian with regard to historical perscnnel, records, adminis-
tration, the selection and soale of projects to be undertaken, the
scordination of the sotivities of the Historiosal Bransh with the
historioal branches of any other agencies ccmserned and any other
problems concerning objectives, organisation or production where their
services may be appropriste.

8. That, where the above recommendations eonfliot with the
dirsstive of the Deputy Chief of Btaff of April 30, 1843, to the A. 0.
of B., 0-2, subject: Establishment of a Historioal Section, Military



Intelligence Divisien, that direstive be smended.
For the Cammittes:

) 5.

JOEN M.
A7 + Gol., 0.8.C.,

2 Imolss
Inel. 1 - Tab A "Reocmmendation that llﬂ'{r,
Pringle be Apptd.Ch, Historianm,

Iﬂll.l-m._m.“h'
24 June 43 w/A inel, Speulding dtd,

o LW
E [ rl-ht:viDNM‘
s order of the Gecretary of Wae A
T lOSEPH T, McMARMNEY
Depuby Ohiaf of seaff
O

Col. G5S.C., Aut o the Deputy Chisf of Staff
NOTED-DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF O4)
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For this position the Cosmittes recommends Mr. Henry F. Pringle,
Professor of Jouwrnaliss at Columbia University, and at present con-
sultant with General Bomervell. Mr, Pringle, who is 45 years old,
gradusted from Oormell Tniversity, served on the editorial staffs of
the N.Y. Bun, the N.Y. Globe, and the N.Y. World, and was, for a time
assoginte editor of the Outlock., He has written volumimously for such
magasinoes as Earpers, Colliers, the New Torker, and cthers, He has
published biographies of Alfred E. Smith (1927), Theodors Roossvelt
(Pulitser Prise blography 1851), and Willism H. Taft, 2 v. (1928)
as well as some shorter studiss.

Mr. Pringle was an sotive supporter of our pressnt foreign
polioy sven bafore our emtry imto the war and was sssoolated with the
work of the Cem=ittee to Defend imerlom by Alding the Allies. When
war came Mr. Pringle obtained leave of absenoe from Columbis University
to joln the 0.F.F., and served later as head of the publications
divisgion of the OWI, where he revealsd a marked capaoity to lesd
susossefully & tesm of writers.

Mr. Pringle has wide contasts with scholara, sditors, and
mor of affwirs in the publiec 1ife of the United States and Orest
Britain, It was the wnanimous opinion of the members of the sxecutive
committes of the Boolety of American Historians that he was the ideal
man to edit the projected popular magasine of American history.

Those gqualities which reccmmended him to fellow-historians--smateur
and professional--learning, literary distinotion, s eritioal and
judicious mind, hard-headed realism, sxecutive and administrative
ability--appsar to the cosmittes precisely those gualities required
for the position of Chief Historisn.




ARMY WAR COLLEGE OLS 1w
WASHINGTON, D, C.

2L June 1513

VEMORANTUY FOR THE PRESIDENT, COMMITTEE ON HISTORICAL WoRK
IN THE WAR DEPARTMENT:

1. The Committee has now progressed far enough in its studies
to agres upon 4 preliminary report upon its setivities to this data.
I find myself uneble to comour in the conelusions, and therefore file
herewith, as a minority report, & memorandum submitted by me on May 22d
as & suggestion for the Committee. The prinecipal points upon which I
disagree &re as followsg

(a) The Committee report proposes to set up &n entirely
new agency for writing the history of the current war, disre
the poasibilities of sconomy and efficiency to be found by the use of
the Historical Section, Army War College——an agency which has had
continuous axistence since World War I, and possesses highly trained
personnel. This agenoy could be utilized for the new task, without
interfering with its current functions.

(b) The Committes suggests as.the chief civilian historical
officer & man whose record shows him to be & prolific and apparently
compatont blographer, historian, and literary manj but it shows no
trace of metivity or interest in military bistory or military affairs

in general. .
OLIVER L. SPAULDING,
§ Brig. Oen., U.5.4., Ret.
1 Incl.
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Historical Section

WEZJW

Vemorendum for the Assistant Sgoretary of Var;
Subjects [lstorical work in the jjar Departsent.

The agenda of the assisiant Cecretary's conference of
Lay 19th dealt ehiefly with the propossd planning coemittes, The
military menbers have mot and consulted as to the civillan mesbership,
ind recommendations have boen submittad. Yhen the committes shall
have been formad, the next qusation will doubtless be its mission. If
cuggestions are in orler, I requust that consideration ba glvan to the
following notas.

OLIVER L. SPAULDIFG,
Zrig. den., U.3.4.; Rat,,
Chief, Historical Segtion, A.7.0.

EISTOHICAL SECTION. ARMY JAR COLLEGE
lay 22, 1903,

Froposed Dutline far lissien of Historieal Flanning Connlttes

chin outline follows the generul fornm of Colenel Fenpert's memorandim for
Colonel Kelson of Lmy 19, 1943,
b

1. Coomdination of the
functlon wWas ass =z T 18 Dy & e Ty, o
tariesl _ectlon, army ar College. In the abmence of specific instructions,
that Zection has established relatiens with the historical officers of the
Hirwe lar lapurtsent commands, isousd muggestions se to method, and designated
cne of it om officers for llatoon duty, with o view to knoping inforred as
to what is Dolug dens and making occasional reports. The Jectlon may well
continue to eerelse thin funchlon, especislly 4f, as recosmendad below, it

*




is tmahsﬂ?d to the Jurisdiotion of an authorltative lar Department agency.
(Joe par. 5.

2. Histerical technieal aids in the pnature of G=2 ¢
studisa, ara of course upon ™ al, are no
primarily historical in their nature, They cccupy & place sonathing 1lke
thet of the "Notes in recent Operations®™ iasued at G. H. =+ in 1517=1718,
and mumhhpwlaplmdhmmummﬂhhn Zeneral

Jtarr,

2. dstorical sutlinas as red by tha Sorvices Uivision,
As Ju Ta ] 8 are o style,
Tor sarly and wide distribution. They £111 an inportant place, mnd should
be continued undar the same Jdirection.

e Unit snd theater historles, This catagory presumably lneludes
narratives of operatlons n strictly from the point of view of the
troop unlt concemed—-avolding, »f course, distortion of focts, but intonded
Lo stimulote pride in the unit. Such narratives always contaln dotails of
personal experisnces not to be found elsewhare, and should ba encoursged.

5. activities of the Historical Ssctinn, mwr e Co « The presant
netivities af Are 8 HUrE A ey 8 eopntinue
plue tho additicnal duties relating to the gurrent war anwerated balew. The
Jeetion rhould ba transferred fron ther jurdsdiction of the “ar Collage tn
that of an authoritetive agency of the Har Department, such sz the offics of
the Jgoretary or Ascistant Jecrebary, or an appropriate section of the Daneral
Staff.

6. System for proou oducing, and catal of documsnts.
Frocurement 5 T « Ihe® Goememling gonaral Ln A0ohk
theater of gparations, or major troop unit designated by the Var Dopartrent,
thould appeint & historical officer with tha necesgary nosirtants, bto oxnmlns
sperations pupers, claseify them roughly in ondar of immodiate importance
and propare gaid indamea, For this work, the Historleal Scction hanm dm{qrad
8 system which works satisfactorily. The papers themselves should reradn in
the Illes of the nomeal custodian; but the index cards, and sepeoially im-
portant dacuments, should be reproduced in mlerofilm and the £ils shipped ta
Yin [letorleal Ssctiony the storage space required would he vry amall, Thus
the personnel required will be almost entirely in the field, and tha liistori-
cal Saction files will provide n ringla repoaitory for information from nll
BOUICad.

idstorieel ollicors will take every opportunity to sscure personal
narrativas fron partieipunts 1n operations. Offisars who show oxpeptional
aptitude in preparing nuch narratives, who nay be invalided hore, should be
ordored to temporary duty with the Istoricsl Seotlen for o suitahls peried,
to bring the atmesphore of the front to the Seetien.




{ } ’ % for writing. Only ona form seams appropriate at this
monograph. Special papers pl.rt.l.ﬁ.ng of the historical
nature have been touched upon in pars. 1, 2, 3, and L, sbove. Sometime,
after the war, an suthoritative official mm in several volumes, uhnuld
be written, but evidently material is not yet available. 35till later, com—
pllation of the documents should be undertaken. But for the present, atten-
tion should be conceantrated upon a series of operatlons monographs. This
sories should include two or three on military background of the war and
the reising and training of the new armies; then should .fny.n'l pepers moro
or lese as suggested in the inelosed cutline (Inclosure B).

These monographs should be in readable style, but at the same time
they ahould ba adequately documented to command respect. They should not
contain so much detall as to burden the taxt, but anough to attract the
rilitary student, They should ba in the form of narratives of opereticns,
but supply and trensport should be amply treated. They should be written
by military men with experience in historical work, or by civilian historians
with military experience or distinct interest.

lembera of the committes, both civil and military, will bs on the
watch for suitable writers and will recommend such persens for cemsideration
by the entire committee to write specific monogrephs. In cese of & nilitary
writer, he should be ordered to duty for the purpose; for & civilian, such
arrangement will be made as is recommendsd by the committes. The writing
will ba dons habitually in the offices and with the facilitiss of the His-
torical Section, where ready access can bo had to the important sourcesj
these will include the printed materlal in the Library of Congress and in
the 'ar College Library; the documents currently sent in from the field to
the General Staff, the Air Forces, and other War Departrent agencles; and f
the microfilme and index cerds sent in from all theaters of operations to
the Historical Section as stated in par. 6. The proper division of the
General Staff will make such arrangements as may ba necessary and proper for
access to documents, and facilities [or working with them. Consultation
among writers who may be working on different subjects but at the same time,
is strongly to be encouraged.

8« The Chief, Historical Section, under the Assistant Chief of Staff,

J=2, will exercise administrative control, amd supervise writing, subject
to such rules a8 the coemittes may from time to time formulats.

ETnclosures A and B not attached.
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THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS 1% WO¥ i
WASHINOTOM v % \-\ "‘LE'

Dear Mr. President;

Ihnrut-dtoukulﬂmdlumihmtumpnﬂm
nﬂ-tnnlutuukh;ﬁmrumﬂutmh&wmnrlnhnnn.
Perhapa, however, Im-nnmtmhrtluinzm. briefly, what
the proposal is. If you would like me to in the
it would, of course, gluut.hlvwwtutphm- But I long
mudlwqumdmtolﬂtqlum.ﬂtmldlmmtm.

Mnderson's suggestion is that an attempt
put together in thuutﬂr;rurﬂmmulucunﬂ.mnrumimbm
mupm:unrmuiniutuﬁmmwmldmtiumﬂhwyuwuph
Hyde Park. Specifieally, hie suggestion 1s that thers should be &

g
:
:
:
!
g
E
i
$
[

m:mum,mu;m;wuumuhhnmm. He would
llmlihhmlmt:rilldnndmllutuhrhllhﬂdhpﬂ.nh
citisens. He spoke specifically of Mr. Valentine and Mr. Fredsrick

jdn:.'l'hmmmduubhdhnt.‘nnl.

mdmtnﬂvnnnsﬂwnﬂnidhhﬁindﬂ-mmﬂwﬂd
not go to Hyde Park in sny case. H-u!.hdmnrlluhi.mmlpln.
Gecond, I raised mqmﬂmﬁmmd;htuthmﬂmuw-
nwuwﬂm:mthﬂ.hw,um:ﬁe-umu
Mhﬁuliﬂwmmup,mﬂl-mufmmw-uu
during your Administration were &pproached. Anderson felt there would
hmmrwmim.htlnmtmmmhujmmtmthu
can be aocepted as final.

I'd sppreciate any guldance you may care to give me. Always,
Faithfully yours,
The Preaident E
The White House [« PO
Arohibald MacLleish

-
:



A Tk e iy

Lisrary oF CONGRESS
WASHINGTON

Orrice oFf THE LISRARIAN

: October 27, 1944
f‘

Dear CGracet

I wonder if I could trouble you
& White House staff matter, which I

through bis office were not used, and he may well bave felt some
embarrassment s regerds the railroads.
What I am not quite certain about, however, is whether

Alweys, with my best,

Nisa Craca Tuallsws
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Ligrary oF Concress
WASHIMNGTORN

Hovember 10, 1944

Dear Grace;

As you will recall, the President agreed, when we
last talked about Library satters, that I might send my
resignation along after Novesber 7. I am therefore saclos-
ing it, together with a persocosl lettar to the President.

I'd appreciate it very much if you would send them both in
when you think a convenlsat time pressnta iteelf. I am sure
he will recall our ccnversaticn.

With many thanks for many kindnesses over many yeers,

always,
e Faithfully yours,
Losures - G &
Aronibald MacLeish
Miss Grace Tully
Searetary President

¢

to tha
White House



FFICE oF THE Limainiad

Hovember B, 1944

Dear Mr. Fresldent:

I subsit berewith sy resigoation ss Librerian of
Congress.

fhan you did me the homor to appoint me to this
poeition Cive years ago, I left work of my cwn unflnished to
which I should now like to return.

The reorganization of the Library of Congress which
I undertock ahortly after my appoictment is now completed.

i The war-time measures plenned for the security of
the Litrary's collectlons have bean carried out: 1lts evecuated
materiels are now restored, with the approvel of the Joint Chilefs
of ‘Staff; to the [ibrary's shelves.

I feel deeply the honor you did me in entrusting
the sdministration of the Library to my care. I have triled to
adzinispter it as I think you would have wished - as & Library
fer the people as wall ag for the pecple's Government in
FWephington

Very respectiully yours,

[- NP )
Arohibald MacLeish



Lisrary oF CoNGRESS
WASHIMNGTON

Orrice oF tHE Linrarian

@MM-‘(

——

Hovember 8, 1944

Dear Mr. President:

You were kind enough to tell me when we last
talked that I might resign as Librarien of Congress ag soocn
as I pleased after a certain day in Hovember - glorious day
ag it turns out. I am moting sccordingly. My formal resigna-
tion is encloped.

I'a like to tell you, though in less stilted
language than such & document can carry, that I am proud to
have served under you and that you have my entire devotlon now

. and always. But you kmow that.

There is one problem of timing. I'd like to
tell my people here in the Library before they read of my
reslgnation in the papers. At the same time, I don't want to
tell them until I actually leave. MNothing is worse for an
agency than to have a resigned men hanging on in his office

like & living corpee.

Would you, therefore, let me know two or three
days in madvanoe of the date whem you plan to announce to the
sstounded world that Archie doesn't live hers any more?

I bope it can be soon.

With my respect and affeetion,

el

Fnelopure

The President
The White House




ap Y, “' ‘” A{-} LPII!TMIT SECRETARY OF STA - ‘
{ \ eL _.,.- ' Jp- ’_J WASHINGTON ’% g A, {54

u'h ii’ ; *~
;‘ ¥, Jf Lf.!.w J’
I" i-//. ,ﬂ"t April 6, 1945
CONPIPENTIM, J(

Dear Mr. President:

About that awful positicn of Librarian of Congress which
nobody wante. I do feel badly about my inability to turn up names,
but the truth is that the list I sent you on February 13 just about
gumg up the picture so far as the pecple I saw during my term as Li-
brarisn are concerned., OGranted that Van Bush can't be persuaded to
drop his $25,000 job and take a §10,000 job, the beat bet in that list
is Ted Blegen who would really handle the job very well.

I teke it from the mepsage you sent me, however, that you
would like to look outside the world I inhabited as & librarian. I
have therefore done some thinking about writers and people of that kind.
None of the really good writers who are now around forty to fifty would
seem to me to f£ill the bill. Either they are people who wouldn't take
an office job, or they are people who shouldn't. The only exceptlions
(and I mssume Bob isn't interested, or you would have mentioned it) are
Thornton Wilder, whonwe have just appointed Cultural Attaché at Paris,
and who might very well take the job - though I am not sure - and Carl
Van Doren, who is probably tm old.

Another possible field would be the lawyers and profes-
gionel people. I mm & great admirer of Lloyd Garrison, and I think he
would do & superb job in the Library, if he could be persuaded to
leave Wisconsin. He has energy and learning and viscera, and he is,
in addition, & believing man.

It would help me & lot in the job of sifting through names
if you would get Grace to tell me if any of these come within gunshot
of what you had in mind. Meantime, you will be amused - or maybe you
won't be mmused - to know thet I keep on receiving letters from librar-
iens, including some of the stodgiest in the business, asking me to do
something about their ambitions to become Librarian of Congress. Life

is really very wonderful, if you can watch it go bty long enough.

Alwaye with my affection, my admiration, and my profound
respect,

“¥aithfully yours,
The President

The White House &m
Archibald Macleish

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 6, 1945,

The President directed me %o
telephone Archie MacLelsh and tell
him that he 1s not very happy about
his suggestions. There l& no one
on his list who is up to Archie
and the President wants Archle ftc

keep on looking.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 13, 1945, i

Daar Mr. President:

Grace asked me, just before you lert, to give some
more thought to the Library of Congress situation in view of Julian
Boyd's inability to mecept. I can't imagine why Jullan acted as
he did. He would have been & grand appointment. )

A Yaomsine (6 usd

ky first name w be Van FE, whom we discussed
before. I gather there is little chance getting Ven, since his
galary ag head of the Carnegie Institute is $25,000, and since he
has no independent income, so far as I know. I therefore mention
his name only because he would be the best men, in my opinion, we
could get.

: 4

My next suggestion would be Ted Ele Dean Theodore
Cnristian Blegen) of the University of Minnesofa. You kmow all about
Ted, and I won't bother you with detalls. As I recall it, you shared
Bob Connor's feeling and mine that he would heve been a superb L[i-
brerian for Hyde Park. I gather there is good reason to believe
that he would be interssted in the job as Librarian of Congress. COne
of my friends who knows Blegen well tola me recently that he is
"a man of great intellectual wnd moral stature". I am told that he
sympathizes whole-heartedly with my conception of the lunctlion of
the Librery and would cerry on the work we began there. He gets
along well with people - would certainly get along well with Congress -
ana would have the enthusiastic support of scholors and educators,
und even - if we gove them time - of librerians. I think his would "
be & distinguished sppointment und one wnich would reflect great
credit on the appointer, the appointee, zno the Library.

Another possibility - & man very like Blegen in many
ways, and & oistinguished and able scholar - is John Gauss™f Wisconsin.
Guuss hus been asked to mccept & whole batch of jobs 8 Presicent or
Dean of important colleges and universitles ana has turneoc them all
down. He is one of the most attractive people I know and one of the
ablest. If you would like more information about him, I will get you



the full dossier.

Tnen, there is Keuneth hurcoek who wes Lovwell's choice
lor fresident of Harvara wnen Jim Conent was electec. Murcock turned
in ®» good job as Uesn. He was wn efficient ano successful scministrator
ot Leverett House, snu he is & full Prolesser of Enzlish at Enrvard.
#lthough nennetn 1s s pooa iriend of mine, I ratuer doubt whetiwr ne
would ¢o oo good o Job as Librarien as Tea Blegen. Here agnin, I
wen't bother you witn deteils, unless you went them.

: I wouid also incluce us a possipility, vilmsrtn Lewis &
of Fermington, who, #& & member of the Yale Corporotion, is toe men
priselpilly responsible for tie recent growth of the Yule University
Library. Lef'ty Lewls is ¢ enwrudng and cultivated man, who would

uring meny admirdble quelities to the Litrery., His one experience

sg ur aaminigtrator, however, wus not hepoy, snd nis heslth, tnough
L0066kt present, bus been rocky ifrom time to time. I don't believe

he would teke the job, snd I shoulan't rank him with Slegen or Guuss

or lurdock, but he hus cert:in cualities which nene of tie rest have.

Finally, I think I should mention the Chief Assistunt

il @ Licreriun, Luther fvuns s wno hus developed well we an saministrutive

officer and hes provea zell’ 8 good sll-srouna executive. He is

not & gen of intellectusl aistinetion uno is more usetul, in my opinion,

in nig present position than he would be in the position of Librarisn.

Indeed, [ could only recomwena nim for the position of Librerisn as

t laet resort, since | believe the position requires cualdties Evans

Goes not possess anc cunnot sequire. However, hls yeurs of loyul

rervice certeinly entitle nim to be namea in mny inclusive list.

If you wunt me to try egein, I should be delipghted to
€0 pos wlso, i1 urece will glve me » ring, I will maplify sny or toe

atntamonts in this letter. -
Always yours, = F‘""l'

M. ¥ 3-0

The President
ine White House
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The armies of the pericd were small professional armies.
"Royal" regiments were raised in the name of the sovereign, without
intermediary, but others were raised by the "indenture" system.
Under this plan, the king or his ministers entered into an agreement
with some competent and responmsible moblemsn or gentlemsn, to raise
and command & regiment for the king's service. This he did usually
by a system of sub-contracts, men of military experience and repu-
tation ralsing companies. The contracts specified all details as
to term of service, pay end equipment, and the allowances to be
drawn by the contractors for reorulting and maintenance.

This system evidently offered opportunities for fraud.
Only too oftem did the captains "begulle the service with lesse
numbers than they are payed for."

The answer to this was adquate inspection and check; and
& system of musters grew up, providing for personal verification of
nummbers by royal "mustermesters.” The procedure was simple but
effective, and nothing better was found down to the abolition of
musters, within the present generation - "At every musteringe or
assemblinge, the captaines bill shall be called by the clarke,
every man answearing to his own name, marching foorth as he is
called, that noe men unto twoe names make answere." #

#* Spaulding, Oliver Lyman: The United State Army in War and Peace.
rp. 1-2.

Muster. A review of troops under arms, fully e uipped,
in order to take an account of their numbsrs, inspect their arms
and accoutrements, and examine their condition. In the U. S.
service troops are mustered bl-monthly. Dur the eivil war,
the mustering dn' and mustering out of troops (inte or out of
the U. S. service) were performed by staff-officers, called commi-
ssaries of musters.##

*¥iiilhelm, Thomes: A Military Dictlomary and Gazetteer. 1881, p. 343.
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